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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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JOINT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION (SRI LANKA BRANCH),
INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION (SRI LANKA GROUP) AND

SAARC PARLIAMENTARIANS' ASSOCIATION (SRI LANKA
BRANCH)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister

and Minister of Education, Higher Education and
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WILD ELEPHANT DETENTION CENTRE PROJECT AT
LUNUGAMWEHERA NATIONAL PARK: DETAILS

5/2024
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asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that a project for the
construction of a wild elephant detention
centre was implemented in  the
Lunugamwehera National Park;

(i)  the amount of money that has been spent
for the aforesaid project so far;

(iii) the sources from which funds were
obtained for the said project;

(iv) whether he is aware that the aforesaid
project is alleged to have failed by now; and

(v) if so, the steps that will be taken regarding
it?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi)
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SRILANKAN AIRLINES: PROFIT / LOSS INCURRED FROM 2015
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) amount of profit made/loss incurred by
SriLankan Airlines from 2015 to date,
separately according to each year;

(ii) reasons for the profit made/loss incurred by
the SriLankan Airlines during the above-
mentioned period; and

(iii) steps that will be taken to maintain
SriLankan Airlines in a state of not
incurring losses?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@0 (§20:8i) w¥ven yB8udens® wm (§ed ©wv

DO ©881¢x Bewdss g@imsn®o)

(wressryflg  (sevrBls)) apiagswr @GRwlGu@mL - B,
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister

of Finance and Planning)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development, I give the following Answer:

(a) (1) Amount of net profit/loss incurred by Sri

Lankan Airlines from 2015
Year Rs. Mn.
2014/2015 (16,494.66)
2015/2016 (12,621.69)
2016/2017 (28,929.99)
2017/2018 (17,213.57)
2018/2019 (44,022.67)
2019/2020 (47,197.86)
2020/2021 (45,231.46)
2021/2022 (166,369.68)
2022/2023 (73,621.53)
2023/2024 3,870.86
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(i) In the years 2014 and 2015, in addition to
the mismanagement and politicization of
the institution, there was a hike in global
fuel prices.

@G O8x¥¢ BeBBB Owmo
(oreryflg Fibs allCedm)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

In addition to the previously mentioned reasons, in
2015/2016, the temporary closure of the Bandaranaike
International Airport affected the profitability of the
institution. Then, in 2016/2017, the institution had to pay
compensation for cancellation of Aircraft Lease
Agreements. In 2018/2019, there was an unexpected high
interest cost, which the entity had to absorb. In addition to
the previously mentioned reasons, in 2019/2020 - these
are compounded and have been coming down year after
year - due to the Easter attack and international travelling
getting affected due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the
situation further worsened and caused a lesser number of
tourist arrivals.

In 2020/2021, due to the continuation of the previous
reasons as well as the international travelling ban due to
COVID-19 restrictions, a loss was incurred. In
2021/2022, there was a loss of Rs. 166 billion due to the
compounding effect of the previously mentioned reasons
such as mismanagement, politicization, hike of fuel costs
and also the continued challenges due to the COVID-19
outbreak, resulting in reduced travels. In 2022/2023, in
addition to the continuation of the compounding effect of
previous reasons, the depreciation of our currency, the
exchange rate crisis and the economic turmoil affected the
profitability of the institution. Then in 2023/2024, there
was an extraordinary exchange gain; as a result of the
gradual recovery of the economy, the entity had recorded
an exchange gain, resulting in a profit of Rs. 3.8 billion.

(iii) A comprehensive Business Plan approved
by the Board of Directors will be submitted
to the EGM for consideration and approval
of the shareholders, and based on that,
future courses of action will be decided.

(b) Does not arise.

Sir, I also table* the detailed Answer for the Question.
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Minister of Urban Development,

Construction and Housing:

(@)
@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

(b)
@
(ii)
©

Is he aware that -

a housing scheme consisting of more than
50 housing units was launched in
Vavunativu within the Manmuni-West
Divisional ~ Secretary's  Division  in
Batticaloa during the previous "Good
Governance" Government;

the construction of some houses has been
completed, but the construction of some
other houses has not been completed; and

the governments that came into power
subsequently neither restored those houses
nor handed them over to the people;

the people in those areas have been facing
various hardships for more than eight years
accordingly?

If so, will he inform this House -

whether action will be taken to fully
complete this housing scheme; and

the timeframe within which it will be
completed?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which the Land Reform
Commission was established;

(i) the objectives of
Commission;
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asked the Minister of Energy:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of hours for which power
supply had been disconnected in the
Kinniya CEB Consumer Service Centre
area from 01.01.2023 to 20.12.2024,
separately for each area;

(i) whether he accepts that the public in these
areas including the students studying and
people engaged in their jobs online were
severely inconvenienced due to the
disconnections referred to above;

(iii)  whether he is aware that disconnection of
the power supply to this area occurs
frequently;

(iv) if so, the reasons for the frequent power
outages referred to above; and

(v) whether remedial measures have been taken
regarding the matter so far?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he accepts that there is a
mechanism of issuing the monthly
electricity bill via SMS instead of the
printed electricity bill;

(i) whether he accepts that the system in
question causes significant inconvenience
for elderly citizens as well as those without
smartphones; and.

(iii)  if'so, whether he will take action to issue the
printed electricity bill instead, as per the
previous practice?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) Kalmunai North, which was established as
an Assistant Government Agent Division in
1989, has been upgraded to a Divisional
Secretary's Division with Cabinet Approval
dated 28.09.1993 given based on the
Cabinet Memoranda No. 93/600/034 dated
17.03.1993 and No. 93/600/034(1) dated
31.03.1993 and the Cabinet Subcommittee
Report dated 09.07.1993;

(i) it has been functioning as an independent
Divisional Secretariat for more than 34
years accordingly; and

(iii) that there are attempts to downgrade the
Kalmunai-North ~ Divisional ~ Secretary's
Division (Tamil Division) to the level of a
sub-office  of the Kalmunai-South
Divisional Secretary's Division?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a Cabinet decision has been taken
to downgrade the Divisional Secretary's
Division mentioned in (a)(iii) above;

(i) if so, whether he will submit the said
Cabinet Paper;

(iii)  if not, the basis for the decision regarding
such downgrading;

(iv) whether a Ministry Secretary/Government
official is vested with the authority to
override a Cabinet decision and downgrade
a Divisional Secretary’'s Division to the
level of a sub-office; and

(v) if so, the legal basis of such measure?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath - Deputy Minister of

Provincial Councils and Local Government)
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that a cess is levied on
finished tea exported from Sri Lanka;

(i) the amount of cess levy that is imposed on
one kilogram of tea at present;

(iii) the income that was earned through the
imposition of the cess during the year 2024;

(iv)  the amounts that have been given to the Sri
Lanka Tea Board, the Tea Small Holdings
Development Authority and the Tea
Research Institute from that income,
separately; and

(v) whether he will present a report on how
each of the aforementioned institutes have
spent those amounts of money?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(@

(b)

©

(d)

Will he state whether parcels of land have been
released to the Dharmayathana Protection Council
Limited and other parties from the land located in
Kothalawala Grama Niladhari Division in
Kaduwela, which belonged to the Land Reform
Commission and on which the ‘Silk Factory’ had
existed;

Will he state the number of plots of land -

(i) alienated for residential purposes, out of the
remaining part of the land apart from those
released as aforesaid;

(if)  set aside for roads and reservations;
(iii)  set aside for common purposes; and

(iv) extent of each such plot in terms of units of
measurements used in land survey?

Will he further state -

(i) the basis and time of alienating the lands
referred to in (b) above;

(i)  the value of a perch of land at that time
and at present, separately;

(iii))  whether he will present the cadastral plan in
which the plots of land mentioned in (b) (ii)
above have been demarcated; and

(iv) the purposes for which the plots of land
available for common purposes are used at
present?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment:

(@)  Will he inform this House -
(1) the number of rivers in Sri Lanka;
(i) the names of those rivers;
(iii)  whether he knows that most of those rivers
have been polluted;
(iv) if so, what measures will be taken to clean
such rivers; and
(v) the measures that will be taken to minimize

the pollution of rivers;
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)
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(24) BerCmed, ersir?
@ 8xw®01-a
No Name of the No Name of the
River River
1 Kelani Ganga 53 Miyangolla Ela
2 Bolgoda Ganga 54 Maduru Oya
3 Kalu Ganga 55 Pulliyanpota Aru
4 Benthota Ganga 56 Kirimechchi Odai
5 Madu Ganga 57 Bodigoda Aru
6 Madampe Lake 58 Mandan Aru
7 Telwatta Ganga 59 Makarachchi Aru
8 Ratgama Lake 60 Mahaweli Ganga
9 Gin Ganga 61 Kantalai Aru
10 Koggala Lake 62 Palampotta Aru
11 Polwatta Ganga 63 Panna Oya
12 Nilwala Ganga 64 Pankulam Aru
13 Seenimodara Oya 65 Kunchikumban Aru
14 Kirama Oya 66 Palakutti Aru
15 Rekawa Oya 67 Yan Oya
16 Urubokka Oya 68 Mee Oya
17 Kachigala 69 Ma Oya
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No Name of the No Name of the

River River

18 Walawe Ganga 70 Churiyan Aru

19 Karagan Oya 71 Chavar Aru

20 Malala Oya 72 Palladi Aru

21 Embilikala Oya 73 Mannal Aru/ Munadal Aru

22 Kirindi Oya 74 Kodalikallu Aru

23 Bambawe Aru 75 Per Aru

24 Mahasiliwa Oya 76 Pali Aru/ Kalmaduru Aru

25 Butawa Oya 77 Maruthapillay Aru

26 Menik Ganga 78 Pheravil Aru

27 Katupila Aru 79 Piramenthal Aru

28 Kurunda Ara 80 Nethalil Aru

29 Nabadagas Aru 81 Kankarayan Aru

30 Karambe Aru 82 Kalawalappu Aru )

31 Kumbukkan Oya 83 Akkarayan Aru

32 Baguru Oya 84 Mandekal Aru

33 Girikula Oya 85 Pallavarayan Kadu Aru

34 Helawa Aru 86 Pali Aru

35 Wila Oya 87 Chappai Aru

36 Heda Oya 88 Paranki Aru

37 Karanda Oya 89 - Nay Aru

38 Semani Aru 90 Malwathu Oya/ Kadamba Nadee/ Aruvi Aru

39 Tandiadi Aru 91 Kal Aru

40 Kangikadichi Aru 92 Moderagama Aru

41 Rufus Kulam 93 Kala Oya

42 Pannel Oya 94 Moongil Aru

43 Ambalam Oya 95 Mi Oya

44 Gal Oya 96 Madurankuli Aru

45 Andella Oya 97 Kalagama Oya

46 Thumpankeni 98 Rathambala Oya

47 Namakada Aru 99 Deduru Oya

48 Mandipattu Aru 100 Karambalan Oya

49 Pathanthoddathne Aru 101 Ratmal Oya

50 Vett Aru 102 Maha Oya

51 Magalavatavan Aru 103 Attanagalu Oya

52 Mundeni Aru
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IMPORT OF HORSES FOR POLICE MOUNTED DIVISION:
DETAILS
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga on behalf of the Hon.
(Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Public Security and

Parliamentary Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a Police Mounted Division
in Sri Lanka Police;

(ii) if'so, the number of horses in possession of
that division at present; and

(iii)  the number of horses according to the age
categories, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether tenders have been called under
number LA/SJ/300/2024 to import 15 live
horses to the Police Mounted Division;

(it)  if so, the number of tenders presented;

(iii) the supplier who has been selected to
import those horses; and

(iv) the amount to be spent to import those 15
horses, as per the above tender?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security
and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Employment)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

@01 DOBNEDROA, Ooywe »ROO BEAe ©OO
Sene 28un mSS.

2025.01.09 92 8x» @ 88z ©o; BeEIAE o PCATH
2@300weasy 88 IE at) BB 8Eacd ydmws Dwm
ce. 99 ydmed gnc yEvrwes ocwn © S8 On WO®
cded 20242 BeBac 9w Gi8wud IBwem» 1678 v
C Beadm DB, BeEIC ¢@im1diw dw yhWeds m»On
G¢ @m0, ¥y yme o cled S¢Eac Oaice §8eE
FBwm 332m wmuBsY cvegs A0S, J Bum ¢ e dLYy
O BT @RS,

088 5B 83 el e BEIE mdm wwoed wwans,
@D8w w8s ¢ 8BS ®wm Mid-Year Fiscal Position Report
-20248 360 890 amp B¢ @«ddewe 2024.06.30
D380 cowr Bedm s 08eE 88w 119.209 29
YR WE. VOBET YEWOO® 8Eed®sIndd 988uxy W
Bedny DmdBAst eusId 8 e G 930 yheds
WO qums  0m0ns dEed®xIndd  @l8ux Al
28Be®InD B oc®L 090y PO vOwmE ©BNd,
2088e0@rIn Ox¥f0dewn eC®w &ed Doywe ¢C LW
BREOR.

Oed® PV cvewdBm emB®® v BcEIC OHWOHE®
gm0 »O&S § B8 ax® ¢, 2024 “»08 24 8O 2024
@@ 24 ¢80 BeBAR PEREed Gww Gi8eE IBem
140.59% »®e O» 0, Fsvw B0 O»n e Gi8sE
SBum 37 ¢ w®w 2024 Dwed B¢EIC OaReed wdun
Covw 6i8uE 3Bws 177.6:8 05 20 510188 0D 0.

OeE® LHBm o mbwcw 885 2024 @¢w @8 30
Boewmn D0u® O8sT 5B wewsy mC Bedlesy g
0®as3@ finance cost & e W6 0® vy @i Beds
208. “Equity Support to CEB from Government” Bwz
document demzsy & 850 OO BwdTHO. ©28 WS
BBvwr Bedtesy des. 2022, 20 m&ned Equity
Investment for CPC fuel payments eewo 88wz 45,0002
e¢mn.  Equity Investment for CPC fuel payments eewo
8Bu» 35,000 e¢mdo, 2022, 30 wabned. 2022, 30
8ned Puttalam Coal Power Project ¥0 88w» 1,215
e¢da. 2022, 30 mo8ned Debt Equity Conversion aewmo
BBu» 9,012 I @D, PR BIO BFHO
$e8t0®de 88wd. 2022, 40 m&ned Puttalam Coal
Power Project &m0 88w» 119,260 a0 e¢mo. Debt
Equity Conversion esewo agoesgg 2022, 402 m08ned 3Bwm
242:F @ e¢mrdn. 2023, 40 wadned Equity Investment
for CPC fuel payments e@ewo 88wz 126,271 @0 e¢mto.

©® 270 OO wOEHE SBWO PeRRD ¢S Bedm,
BeBac addced - CEB deo - @@ 883wd IBwm
578.3762. & amd 0m0w® 5101888 2022, 205 m8ned
9cco 2023, 40 80 ¢ oo 9BYE enE BBon
0830000 emE wews Cass Woethedw 3Bwsm 206.271
equity investment ece oo & Bedm 30. & Bw S¢EIC
PedcEw 08uE ICw» 332m wmwe 0B csegm
Bom O 80yder @umBem. ©0 DNBNEDROB, eO®
D082500 ©® esInn* SO0,

g amd 2013 80 me @nd BYem B vy
6.0l Bg 02080, BB Oaddced ), B,
280, e CREC @ 8¢ § Buea @8 Wiedth®mde
NI BHHND ¢Srern) Bedmrds. & and nHOB OO Yy
»e G8aE 3w 177.6 Covws 95T Ch Bedsies’. &
Ded® ® B¢E widn woeaddme 8T S0d® oo
0800 BeEAC PHWRNCEw »Ogm WO Beadmbd. gdexs
Em0RC; G 8O ¥y, S Bedmrdr. Y syBe dwed
R9sT Bwwd 252 D198 DERmeRe G 00D Beadmrdo.

®0 WOITNEDDOB, OO ©® wdemn dewrvewrsI®
Batey >@B8. 2023 dwed ged ¢l ©i8ewdBmensy
cwe 1585 8wwd l4med S¢Bw Bur’d® »0 Beanm .
alm B¢ IC @D OB e BOO dwd e¥Wndd. I
y@me, B¢ ©iBewdBmwsy 977,933x%. dw ®wwmO
otens 80,911m y@romwenr. SO oFemes 2,660
BB I 00D ox¥m B8O BeBac vwcwe Bl
s8ewiBmes’ cwe 7557 Bwwd l4med B¢Be Bwsid
DO Bedmd.

O DN ROB, 2024 §E 80 ofm® Jm O
D& Acemed. 9B Comed B¢l ©iBewvidmweriensy
Buwwd 30, & Bustesy 628,280med 8¢Bv D538 S0
Bl & D1ed® S¢EAC OWARH 8¢l 3G e0end®
Beo Sommd 3,443med, Dwemo 104,714med S¢Bw
Busi8 WO Beadmdr. e® gs g@iceds’ &0 oD
8By, & Bewo »OB a8 BT wo® vyBe dwed Hnd
D000 e @D B B¢E e wreraddms OB
B 9CEO 0® 8Eed®sind nely, s€eodes mog.

BNBBY® O B5lsB O BDSe Dosidewrs, 953
80 S5NBsB § suds nems’ BT B8 IC ¢l »O®
DD BODr. GLIBOT G NOW ©® ©medsIgd OO
¢z, YD BeEIAC 2@m1ddwr OB ymrws BEBOR
eonmE O, D¢ IC el me viBen ahoig BB
80 uyd 0T O ydmwd B8End: e¢ds yma ®EH.
0T DONEDROB, § oo Ondm  cuewed@mo
20888 Eomd Hyo® BBEE B¢B s8eniBmwsy, DaBw
88 & Ded® drymn Bewddnwied mdien (e ©n
8eB e Bwwd 200 g8 »dm» 005 ¢l Bedaws
WO Bedmdr. g8y & omBesy wwied sessionsdEo
B88Ec 0vedoE®D D mer. OO 00 VIO
Beduews’ Buesiny m@B8, 0®® Dde vesy eD o
oo -

* gefmmiged 3 .
* s BleweVigSls0 sweusSsLILIL (HeTensy.
* Placed in the Library.



881 2025 #2508 22 882

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(wresyll@ FU_LSgrent swrdp mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
®® 928us WmOBTHO.

®® ©0 YOBPSO @® WICHB B3 mOBE. 0@m
PO, BN gnd Bedd) euedHE® YEHWE ©NedDE.
WO EIWI DgEAC PWACWO Bwsim, & emEesied
2023 2085000 »D® 08 OWO ¢ Y B Om.
RID®I eNIB ACTID). O e®DDS eDEI &B¥wIn ®»E. ©®m
RINed  euedoBm ydm@E 00ed8. BgEac
Paced 95Im gw DR WmosTesy e® Swd »®, GO
988w0 wrler? ©mev®E? ©O WINEDHROSE, ©O
0@y Bwc®as BERCD qod v8EedsIndd ¢9e8us md
Bedm Dibmeds’ ©® BwedxI»®. Final Budget Position
Report (Annual Report) 2023 states, I quote:

“Even though the cost recovery tariff is being implemented
since 2022 and the balance sheet was restructured through the
transfer of CEB debt to the Government Balance Sheet with the
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers, the General Treasury made an
equity investment of Rs. 126.3 billion in 2023 as a cross settlement
mechanism to settle the long outstanding payable to CPC and
Independent Power Producers (IPPs) to further strengthen the
balance sheet of CEB. As a result, the debt outstanding to CPC and
IPPs stood as Rs. 78.4 billion at the end of 2023, a decline from Rs.
191.8 billion at the end of 2022.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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“This refers to the letter dated July 17, 2024 addressed to His
Excellency the President by the Managing Director of Sena Mills
Refineries (Pvt.) Ltd. on the above.”
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“Therefore, IRD is in a position that the Sena Mills Refineries
(Pvt.) Ltd. imports crude coconut oil to Sri Lanka and manufactures
refined coconut oil is a process of manufacturing and the supply of
refined coconut oil liable to VAT with effect from January 1, 2024.”
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“IRD recommends that the observations from Sena Mills
Refineries (Pvt.) Ltd. should also be taken into account when
formulating any policy direction on this matter.”
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Hon. Member, you may proceed, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition Sajith Premadasa.
You have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, your time is up now.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Dinindu Saman. You have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Dinindu Saman)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam. You
have 16 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
©0 O3B, -

@G (e00ex1) 8FO5¢sT 8m5E0® dwmo
(orerfl@ (sweudslum) LSWLBTSHET F&dwedBIgsLD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)
Sir, please do not deduct it from my time.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)

I can share with you that presentation I got. I think it is
the official presentation made by the Government.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Hon. Member, you mentioned that the PowerPoint
presentation was only in Sinhala and English. It is a big
insult to us and also a discrimination against the Tamil
people. So, we would like to know which government
institution did this wrong PowerPoint presentation.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)

I will share it with you.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
We will correct it.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You may proceed, Hon. Member.

@0 (00Dexs) 8F®¢sT 8m3E0® wm

(oressrfl@ (weusPwii) USLBTSHET F&slwedBisiD)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe. You have seven
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Faiszer Musthapha. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I thought I had been given 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No, Hon. Member, you have ten minutes.
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If you take the economic side, the poor man cannot
have access to microfinance and he is not entitled to
relief, but when it comes to large entities, they get
millions out of their loans wiped out. Loan sharks are
profiting through poor masses. Therefore, steps must be
taken to eradicate loan sharks and to provide the common
man with loans at concessionary rates so that he could
carry on with his life.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Aruna Panagoda. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Arun Hemachandra. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, when we
are discussing this Clean Sri Lanka programme of the
Government, I must say that I went on to the website and
tried to familiarize myself with the programme and I
found that it was divided into three main sections: social,
environmental and ethical. When I read the social and
environmental sections, I found out that those sections
predominantly looked at apolitical issues, that they are
primarily to do with environment and also cleanliness in
a very physical sense and I think it was only the section
under "ethical" which had a slightly more wider
perspective.

The section "ethical" particularly stated, "....aims to
build trust in the systems by ensuring integrity..." It was a
brief section which described it. I wish the Government
had a far more comprehensive programme put up on the
website. At least that sentence seemed a little bit wider,
reflecting the mandate that the Government got at the last
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Parliamentary and Presidential Elections because the
mandate was a complete overhaul, not only with regard to
corruption, cleanliness in that sense, but also with regard
to the entire political culture that had plagued this country
for the last 75 years. So, in that sense, Madam, I wish to
bring to the notice of the Government - I am glad that the
Hon. Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary
Affairs and my good Friend, the Hon. Minister of Justice
and National Integration are here because I wish to bring
to the notice of this Government about their own
comments over the last few days - that the expectations
are very high and I say this in a good sense. I do not
much agree with the main party, the JVP element, of the
National People's Power because of their past positions
with regard to the Tamil national question. I think the
JVP has still not made their position clear with regard to
the ethnic problem or, at the very least, if they have, it
falls far short of what the Tamil people expect. But, the
view of the National People's Power is slightly wider, not
slightly wider, but considerably wider and 1 know
personally of Members within the Government who have
very progressive views on many issues. So, therefore,
when we talk in terms of being ethical, I think it is
important that there must be a clear picture. Why do you
use the term "ethical"? Obviously, it means that the last
75 years was not ethical. That is why the people wanted a
complete overhaul and why you had been voted in. So,
when you use the term "ethical", an important part of it is
that you must be consistent in what you say today, what
you say tomorrow and with regard to the meaning and
connotations of your own actions. I think that is very
important.

If you take, for example, one of the biggest issues that
the Tamil people face, it is this godforsaken Prevention of
Terrorism Act. It is a law that the JVP itself, whom I
might not agree with on several policy issues, condemns
because they were a victim of it and what was said at the
time of elections and before was that the PTA would be
repealed. I quite understand that to repeal a law or to
come up with a new law, you need some time, if, in case,
you need one. I do not believe that you do, but if, in case,
the Government thinks that they need one, you might take
some time. The nature of the PTA was so draconian,
Madam, that in 2015, when the then Government made
commitments to the United Nations Human Rights
Council that they would have a moratorium on the
implementation and the functionality of the PTA, the
current President Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake was
seated in Opposition and did not object because he
himself knows the draconian nature of the PTA. But, after
the elections were over, this Government has backtracked
very quickly within the first week and stated that they will
have to monitor the implementation of the Act because as
long as the implementation and the application of the Act
is monitored and looked at carefully, then no faults would
be done. But, faults have been done. During the
memorialization of the Tamils, there were arrests under
the PTA. Subsequently, maybe because of certain policy
decisions taken, the police went before courts and then
withdrew the PTA charges in the “B” reports. But, the
point here, Madam, is that the law is so draconian and you
say it is draconian because it is so wide in its possible

applicability and that the police will misuse it; they will
always misuse it. That has been the history of this terrible
law. And, even if your Government wishes to be
otherwise, the law is applied by the police and they
continue to misuse it and that is my point. So, you cannot
have a policy saying that you want to be ethical and then
backtrack from your previous position. Actually, that
empowers a police which wants to be in transition. That
is the point I am trying to make. The PTA is now being
applied to teachers in schools! Yesterday, the TID had
gone and questioned the teachers in Konavil Maha
Vidyalayam in Kilinochchi. The TID in Paranthan had
gone and questioned them because at a function, at a
sports meet, there were certain artistic interpretations that
the teachers had done and they have been questioned by
the TID under the PTA. So, surely, there must be
something done for this.

I am told now that the Hon. Minister for Public
Security and Parliamentary Affairs has said that
memorialization in the North and the East will be
observed and scrutinized very carefully. Why? His
justification for it is because certain people in the South
have said that that memorialization is terrorism or is
amounting to terrorism. Surely, just because someone in
the South says it is terrorism, you cannot have a different
form of application for the North and the East! That in
itself shows that it is unethical. Just because people
shout, you cannot suddenly change your application of
the PTA and the way in which you look at
memorialization only in the North and East. There is
something wrong and that is because you must be very
clear. You only have one year. If you want to make those
radical changes that you got a mandate for, you have that
one year to make those radical changes because after that,
if in case you falter, you would not be able to do
anything. So, if you are going to change the culture, I
expect you to change it immediately. The more you drag
it out, the more you cave into pressure - that is what the
Minister of Public Security means and if people in the
South are complaining and that you are going to look at
memorialization differently in the North and East, you
are caving into pressure - that will mount more and more
and you all will take the same path as the previous
governments did.

®0; Bendss 0% 8wrisBnSa

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallFrari ojeuiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
OCEW ¢DBsy, OO OIEROA.

®0 8.8, 03 550DEO @m0
(wressrfl@ of .ef . GluTeiTesTidLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Please give me more time, Madam.

I will conclude by just saying this. The Hon. Prime
Minister is now the Hon. Minister of Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education. When she was
seated in the Opposition - actually she sat just behind me
- she raised an issue with regard to the Jaffna Central
College. In the Jaffna Central College, there was a new
lady principal who was appointed and she was fully
qualified. She was from the Sri Lanka Principals’
Service. But, because of political interference by Douglas
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Devananda, her appointment had been suspended and the
acting Principal there now is someone who is totally
unqualified. The Prime Minister stood up in the House at
that time and said that such political interference must
stop. Well, she is now the Minister of Education and I
urge the Prime Minister - it is over 100 days since she has
come into power and she is now one of the most powerful
people in this Government, in the country - that this is one
thing she can do. Look at this sort of things. That is an
uncontroversial issue and she must interfere.

@0 Bewdss 02 eswinBnSe

(oreryflg @wsseallsr rds sallereri Hjauiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
&5y DD qOesY HOBTH, ©O OEROB.

®0 8.8, 025350E® ®vmo

(wressyfl@ of.ef. GuTeiTesribLISVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

One last thing, Madam, with regard to solar power.
For over three or four months, solar meters are not being
issued by the CEB. There are people who have spent
millions of rupees on solar power; because of the
increasing rise in the prices of electricity, they have
invested in millions. But, because the CEB is not issuing
solar meters, they are at a complete loss. They have spent
money, but they are not able to get the benefit of that
investment. At least now, the Government must look into
that. These are uncontroversial issues.

Also, look at the issues of the PTA, memorialization
and the political prisoners. My good Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Justice has said that there are no political
prisoners. The JVP identifies their former prisoners as
political prisoners. The President at speeches in Jaffna
had said political prisoners will have to be released and
since he is committed to that position, he must look into
that. Thank you.

@G g»5Ye Dol dwm (dw¥m goFem ©®

58800579 mOYD ¢@im1n®0)

(orerylle perhs allCmure - QUTgIwdssT UTSTLIL

LHMID UTTTEHLOSTD {EPIGUGISBET W LOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security

and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

00 RIDBWO BedBD @B mosTery W, ®O
Boewdes 0 ©wsBndadl. ydmwes sy -[@d
28@zf] No, I will not.

Hon. Ponnambalam, you raised a very valid point
about the PTA. I thank you for that. I think also on a last
occasion when it was raised, I assured you that a Cabinet
Paper will be put forward for the formulation of a
committee to look into the abolition of the PTA. Now,
that Cabinet Paper is being prepared. Hopefully, in the
next Parliamentary Sitting, I will be able to confirm to
you that Cabinet approval has been given for the
abolition of the PTA and to bring in the ATA, which
concerns international standards. That is what I wanted to
clarify and we will hold onto that pledge.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage)
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Whereupon ~THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. (PROF,) SENA
NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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It being 5.30 p.m.., The HON PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
23rd January, 2025.
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