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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
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The Hon. Mohamed Nizam Kariapper made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of Land
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
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(i) the number of farms owned by the (The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of
Government at present; Agriculture and Livestock)
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and

Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) number of locomotives imported to Sri
Lanka from 2015 to date;

(i) amount of money that has been spent for it;
and

(iii) engine number and the country of
manufacture of each such locomotive,
separately?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House the -

(i) number of locomotives which have been
deployed in operation and the number of
locomotives which have not been deployed,
separately;

(ii) reasons for not deploying such locomotives
in operation; and

(iii) measures that will be adopted in relation to
the allegations to the effect that a massive
fraud has taken place in the importation of
the locomotives concerned?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of
Labour)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

whether he is aware that no other step has
been taken so far than the laying of the
foundation stone pertaining to the
construction of the Mandur-Kurumanweli
Bridge, which is a major bridge that is
meant to connect Paduwankarai to
Eluwankarai in the Baticaloa District;

if so, the reasons for not constructing the
above-mentioned bridge so far; and

the steps that will be taken to construct the
said bridge?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

)

whether he is aware that no step has been
taken so far to constructthe Ambilanthurai,
Kurukkal Madam Bridge anew, which is
meant to connect South-west Manmunai,
Manmunai South and Eruwilpattu in the
Baticaloa District;

©

(d

(i)
(iif)

1244

if so, the reasons for not constructing the
above-mentioned bridge so far; and

the steps that will be taken to construct the
said bridge?

Will he further inform this House -

@

(ii)

whether he is aware that no step has been
taken so far to construct the Thigilivettei-
Sandiweli Bridge anew in the Koralepattu
South Divisional Secretary’s Division and
the Punnakkuda-Kaluwankeni Bridge in
the Eravur Divisional Secretary’s Division;
and

if so, the steps that will be taken in that
regard?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) amount of profit earned/loss incurred by the
Paddy Marketing Board, separately in each
year from 2015 to date;

(i) causes for the losses, if the Board has
incurred losses during the aforesaid period;
and

(iii) measures that will be taken to strengthen
the Paddy Marketing Board?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the quantity of rice that has been imported
to Sri Lanka in metric tons, as decided at
the first Cabinet meeting of the current
Government;

(if)  the price at which the imported rice is sold
to consumers;

(iii)  whether the Government has data on paddy
and rice stocks available in Government
and private sector warehouses; and

(iv) what benefits are accrued by importing rice
while a fertilizer subsidy has been provided
to paddy farmers?

(b) Ifnot, Why?
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asked the Minister of Finance,
Economic Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) number and value of foreign direct
investments that Sri Lanka received from
2015 up to now, separately for each year;
and

(i) measures already taken and the measures to
be taken in the future to attract more
foreign direct investments to Sri Lanka,
separately;

(b) Ifnot, why?
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2015 680 1,160
2016 897 1,078
2017 1,373 1,910
2018 1,614 2,139
2019 743 1,189
2020 434 670
2021 598 784
2022 884 1,167
2023 712 758
2024(se8 wons) 498 521
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House, separately, the -

(1) total number of Rapid Antigen Tests and
Polymerase Chain Reaction - PCR - Tests
for COVID-19 performed by the
Government and the private sector in Sri
Lanka from 2019 to 2022; and

(i) names of the registered local agents for
each of the aforesaid tests with the National
Medicines Regulatory Authority - NMRA;

(b)  Will he also inform this House, separately the -

(i) unit cost incurred by the Government for
Rapid Antigen Tests and the Polymerase
Chain Reaction - PCR - Tests mentioned in
(a) (i) above; and

(if)  total cost for the above tests incurred by the
Government?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(wreabriflg (waubdlu serBls) peflbs ewBsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)

O DOIBNBDROB, OO yBEH WO BERSC e®ewdi.

(a) (i) 2019 80 2022 O&ww ¥ S e
esdOBE® gorw B85 emBR-19 wewo 8¢
O ¢ Dedhwm yhody odFeen v
8Bl 8w en 30100 BEae ¢idm ewens
GO0 E  Ce0wWBNGIC @D FoRwW )
ECRC gD 05 005y Drews’ swD
00 .

@088-19 Fedm ©:86-19 B8aab
yBedy sBFsem
sBe e woas0d
DEzw 300500

Goesrs esednB Goesrs esednB

FoRwD ® R Go®es B G
2019 0 0 0 0
2020 0 0 994,866 351,047
2021 1,928,349 361,265 | 2,852,616 | 1,781,793
2022 268,969 257,273 193,642 508,486
go 2,197,318 618,538 | 4,041,124 | 2,641,326
uBieen
83001500

(i) Hekmwm> yBody odFves wv BBad
3o oy KB Resd) Bwo®m

a&mB8ed Bwoes8ed R od@us
Bewddnisted 8 :8en® 018 ¢ g1o.
@9e® 0L

1. Biomedite (Pvt.) Ltd.

2. PTC Medical (Pvt.) Ltd.

3. Analytical Instruments (Pvt.) Ltd.

4.  Emar Pharma (Pvt.) Ltd.

5. Microtech Biological (Pvt.) Ltd.

6. Morison Limited - Colombo 02
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10.
I1.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.

(@ O

2024 o¢e @28 18

Sunshine Healthcare Lanka Ltd.
Avon Pharmo Chem (Pvt.) Ltd.
Breathe Free Lanka (Pvt.) Ltd.
George Steuart Health (Pvt.) Ltd.
Kish International (Pvt.) Ltd.

Quick Medical Diagnostics (Pvt.) Ltd.
Siba Holdings (Pvt.) Ltd.

Akbar Pharmaceuticals (Pvt.) Ltd.

Durdans Hospital Ltd. - Ceylon Hospitals
Ltd.

DHS Medical Group (Pvt.) Ltd.

Elshaddai (Pvt) ILtd. -
Colombo 05

Markss HLC (Pvt.) Ltd.

Ceyoka (Pvt.) Ltd.

Pro Care Holdings (Pvt.) Ltd.

Primecare Holdings (Pvt.) Ltd. - Kaduwela
Shield Medical (Pvt.) Ltd.

Siba Healthcare (Pvt.) Ltd.

Slim Pharmaceuticals (Pvt.) Ltd.

Enterprises

Trivitron Nawakrama Medical
Technologies (Pvt.) Ltd.

RN Vision Pharma (Pvt) Ltd -
Kiribathgoda

e gBedy sSeen wy 8Bgd uBfsem
o Somant wews SKw B8 ¢y B¢ Bwed®
BEoe Bedms BEedES @#@wm® 02 ww»
2§er® 03 ©8s57 ¢ am. ¢ @er® 02 e 03
esnn* 58,

OO O @020 WOE VDDV BesIm®, ©S

Divasa Pharma Limited ®em=y 6:8weE 1,146
80 oBwE 937 ¢ Bvdewm yBedw
e O oo 8cCecvs Beamo.
RG5O OB wmersy Bwue® WO BedHDo,
5B 8Bw» 2,200z3. Kish Laboratories
(Pvt.) Limited, Wattala ®8=3 &8weE 9750
Sedm yBody oS »OOCEH
Bceenn Beadrd. s edmedsy i8ed
BBum 73w Bwe® WO Bedwmds. George
Steuart Health (Pvt.) Limited, Colombo& unit
price &= 68w 1,146 80 68w 947 o0 §
range &mm Bedwlesl. s Omedsy
G18uE BBuwun 882 Bwe® mSE: Bedmdo. &
@® Rapid Antigen Tests eewo 8w
8Bw» 3,156 Bwsc® mSE Beadmo.

* gedmmced D .
* preflewaiSsle) sneussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.
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PCR s8sen wepn nyedeni® Avon Pharmo
Chem (Pvt.) Limited$ unit price &z &8ac
2,887 80 6iBu@ 1,270 ¢fon 0dmed Dx5da.
RO e0EdsY GBeE 8Bws 2,219% e
WO Beamds. Ceyoka (Pvt.) Limited dexf
unit price ¥z GBweE 822 80 GiBweE 750
eSO e0med Omh. wEn Bwe® G8wWE
B8Bwx 4418. George Steuart Health (Pvt.)
Limited e 6i8Bed 1,703 80 1,220 ¢
range dmm Beasiesy. Vs Omedsy
00 Bwe® 68w BBwxm 394&. Slim
Pharmaceuticals (Pvt.) Limited, Malabe,
GBweE 745 80 705 00 edmed O
Beadmyds. o®mme, 080 gdEMdE evd®
WO Bedn B, @’ eOnedsy ©wdudn
Bwe® o8wE BBwm 1648. Analytical
Instruments (Pvt.) Limited, Colombo8 &8weE
1,4458. @gsfens’ 8c8 adensy Berdwess
OO 42,0008. & 350 ©®@fm Swe® GiBwE
BBu» 658&.

(i) 2019 80 2022 mnE B@DD geoed ¢1®er® 02
0 038 vems OB ¢ & Ond sum 38
©@d.

Hodm yBedy udfves wew
s DBBY ¢OBy ¢ Y Bwe®

ot 3,156,533,000.00

BB sBeen wews 6w DBsY o 3,285,678,627.75

20 B¢ 9O Bwe®

8o Bwe® o 6,442,211,627.75

(@) @ end.

OO0 BB, O® ewd 81088 B3OS ®OsT Do
RIS @YD, 0@ B2 VB3®DEE NMRA deowf Ewoesdd g
edBw ©wnd® mOedc B O ©E® 26w
Bedmrydn. & ©8@nd® 26 endsy ©®nwd® T8y PCR Test kits
@ Rapid Antigen Test kits 8c2 oz Beadmes. George
Steuart Health (Pvt.) Limited 8&»¥ Rapid Antigen Test kits
@ PCR Test kits esesscE Beamdr. @@, Rapid Antigen
Test kits e5138008 8Ews 2 y&remwx wsny, Gi8BeE
B8Bu» 2,200 a8 & 0dxedsy Bwe® mdy Divasa Pharma
Limited, Colombo Bwz ©®n® NMRA dend Ewiesed
02000 025%0ed8. & gw Bwirnddw wewr R Bedmda,
2021.06.01918 ¢. »8d, & as eam»® ©yd B Bwo
Bwonde8w e &z ». Rapid Antigen Test kits £:8®
s@men, BBwuxm 28 8c2 o ©®o® NMRA dexf
EBwoes88 ©w@ndd ©ned8. @& gv Bedmd, Rapid
Antigen Test kits eszn PCR Test kits 828 oB3e® BwdBw
o) Beg 09070 & 80xVews’ ¢@imse @00e®sY
28 s8vemwn mOHD, ©S ONEHOA.

©C BB 5G5S wBO wmo

(omessTyifl@ &L SHrewt e amdid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

OG0 DOV HROB, BEHCLTOm BEndH P 8®
B8O god 0w ¢@BR®0 0O €WnBRdxim O5.
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[06 BB 655 wBS @wmn)

eCI® Dwonww BYy @DWOD DO Pedid S
addmd YOO BOY G WOIBNW®HDWV WO B 1dwe
@03, & D10d® ©®mDEO 8153 ¢® YBIBwWO o emo.
eCI® @weds w8med BEedadED 80RO & aredt)d
®g B0 @mvms BE g8 B ¢8esFOmD »OEH
WOy I g8 ¢BIvn ®oHmes. J Dhed® O Sms
Ben® Syeang 00O g w&ed® BHeadmd. ©O
$OBROB, ados I »EB 808 y&IY S IOOET
2 @HY® BOsTm WmOYn BBeOsT 9m® @l eewo OO
O CR OBO0 BYen gddnd B ¥ Bedm O
R BEwsImrdoc?

@0 (eedexs) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wredrflg (waubglu serBls) peflbs euwdsvav)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)

R, 0® w®ITVewsy ydv e Beamd. & Busiesy
eCI® edeogc omoeg By OcO Dt 18 8c0 ¢8 dsimns
8ce @dens Bednyds. S 0® 8Bad, axIdess] i e
205Q BHwdBed® emdur ed »HOB evemsies’. &8
o @0c1 gcd »wBwO® wwd. & Aw o® o sdFven
WO, ©® 8¢ 0DDD Do, cuven B8O @8 aBDbw
DREBBI® 8Eed®sInd O BOH»D.

@G BBeg 5G5S v RO wmo

(omevsr i@ FL L sGrewdl roeris ameib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

OO WOINBDROB, Bed e¢dn and; yEm® e®wui.
308 09 IR Sod sdsB ¢cfcec B8R Yy
800 9108 Bwo B8R 8w Sdmswd mer. J Dred®
VIO ©edislg Hoed 0vd; D BwE o).
B35y @0 aECEe, 0® Ded vSedsmdENT ¢ WL
enEeid @D Bedmydr 0. B8ONC B IK® DxBebmwen
91360, grend® BBLO e test BEO® ¢dled By O5Ims
8D g&mh® BBOO NMRA deod en@Be e &
Beadmrydr BuE s5m00E 8¢ 00 B en. OO dx¥m a8
BEO P B0 9FE® WS B 8@V & HO®OEO
OB G 05098, gy BOIOODED, wid Bywstd
ced BEO ©8wd T o 88 OB 9168 Hwo B¢ Pemo
B RIn BEosimde? & B8O »lFveamwxs
®OOe?

@0 (eedexs) »HEvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrepriflg (waubglu serBls) peflbs euigsvev)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)

D@0 OB WO3e redEr Bedsies). OF
"Considering the urgency of this item under prevailing
COVID-19 Pandemic ...." danews’ wewsl 0dmds. 0@m35
©® wdor »HO8 B Bwisdd ernd B&WODEE WEY
FHY® WO» ¢ oddE omldrim ®OYH WO
Bedslery. 8 Bwiesd-8 erng 8@10® o BO.

VIR 2vB BY 060 TeICHBHO BE 8y 8ined®
gy ©@0® »OB e Ewndd eSS ® »I®
y@enwa - Rs. 2.2 billion - gzI0850E0 6w @8sY Bwe®
WO Bedrlerl. 0® wd®dsidews’ ylen ©dFvenws
WO, & BuE @59000 8005 DO 88 mOYn »Imo.

O YO GBS Deo ¢ BO: Bedmo

"0 CBELW' Fmieusrsens cpbhsev: allLirid
CLOSURE OF MAGA NEGUMA INSTITUTION: DETAILS

144/2024

10.06; @dDrmsfe 4686 Owmo
(oressryfl g Capouranhs srafr)
(The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera)
500®, ©W@bn, Odw @y 83F @O

2@ ®eesy g yame - (1):
@ O

@30

®® YO GG Do B8O Bdenws WS

@B D esvesic;

(i) oo O, O® GBBDIBO gw DBDE 6
BIOE odug BEAc 8o o28usf
wosiesie;

(il) ©® O8O O® giwvs ©OITTReWsT

aQmoen Hwo @86 Bed;

(iv) @em HC (CIVIL) 32/2023/CO ¢o» »ao=
O®  @wmme 885 0o  wH)
CRvtesic;

V) 00 580 eONedsT @® OB evd a1 e
OB e,

@55 O OV e5t9D0 exyOsIesTe?
(0) oezwdeE»d, T @sie?

Curd@Gaurdgl, CbHEHFTMVHET, HIEVDPHBIGHET LOHMILD
FailsL aflrer Caameusst HewwsFamrds Csl L allerr:

(2N ws Cpow’ Poeedos auelauspes
SToresilsEinl (Hsirerg) 6TETLIENS Sjsuir
S|DIUTTIT 6TEITLISHGU|LD;

(i) oueurprullsr,  obs  pniTsSISGS
QFTHSLTET GewFwld LHMID  YEWFWTF
QFrdgisHeaflesr Ul 1qwGlevTssTen M

FOFILAILTYT 6T6TLIEN S LD;

(i) sHCurg Guwmuly BPlmeusTd GMGs FLL
BLaUGEHMESHEAT  GomElETeer il (Hsieresrour
6TEITLIEN S IU|LD;

iv)  oBs BIMIGUESTES 6D HC(CIVIL)32/2023/
COstemid  @evdaid ClETeanT  supdh6lsTeTm)
QB THEHSBLILL_(D6TOTSHT 6T6ILISHSU|LD;

v oBs QUL &I BTH [OEIRTT

QFVISSLILIL_DTTOT  LINTSOSH TS sTelauaTeY
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

Sjeui @)FFewud@ Mlaliiumrr?
(%) ZTELeD, sysir?
asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that it has been decided
to close down the organization named
Maga Neguma;

(it) if so, whether he will submit a list of
movable and immovable property owned
by the institute;



1275 2024 o¢e @28 18 1276

(iii) whether any legal action has been filed
against that organization;

(iv) whether a case bearing no. HC (CIVIL)
32/2023/CO is being maintained by that
organization; and

(v) the amount which has been paid in respect
of the above case as of now?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®G BOE Sz Dwmo
(orerdl @ L rEmrwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
OO DOIBNIDROB, OO yamwd BENJT 0®eddi.
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OBy ¢ .
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983w WS .
8es oGy Bedrteny, ©o OEnDo. adws
20 01 RO 5 @O wWKIDD Co LTI
ISR

(iv) @2 & =»yo - "HC (CIVIL) 32/2023/CO"
By DHPO - 8OFO1005) W¥o.
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@BBE.
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- BB8CEE BeadmD. & 6 ®@mcence
s0s¥eos Beawstesy 2024 aendwdn 099z ¢o.
®0 Onm HOBO O, BZNRBDSen BDd
Ded mO8. 2024 85928 130 ¢ OmTO
@RG@MmT e BOYR wews S8wE 3,015,000z
@0d) Beamd. 8w ¢ §:@® 05, ¢ g«w® 06
@ 38@® 07 ece 988ss m»C Beano.
31§er® 01 80 07 ¢z500 OB estrmm™ oo,

(&) geog ©x0eD.

* getmamced @ .
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DO OFTNe0n BB, Dedsersi® ed®m $#05 MOBIHO
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OCT OTTIZROA, ©v tNy® wwnmed eddmwes’ 9000
208575 rwmweBsy 700 oenms ESeddb Bxp® ewltnmn
»®sxd - Voluntary Retirement Scheme, VRS o= - @89
B8H® end Beadm . 0 122 $0mO 508 cvw S8y
3838w - compulsory - 8gp® ©xD Bedmn. OO Bewn
BonnmcEd ofomn, ofdmesy O YO PLBBDS BDE
»O@R WOsTesy W DY, VIR BDD Dred e®mO
30ed 00d® OBwn 88D eBTPYTHHOBIO OB
Beamdr. 80 goed cumie ufen Beamdl. & Died®
80 a0ed »y ®»OYn Yrmuns Bedmds. & eOnedsY
®0 e Benms 80 WESY B wewnd o BsIcds
BBwd 8 oddwmwus’ »ORT eLemReds BOFDIEHD
@D I, DI Ve Bwy & DOYD ©Y VDO F8e
8EAcD IS, 988 el 8o w080 ¢8%8wd
800 Co®x acQes &B0B8. Technically, ®» »np®
BB BovHRED Dwo  gdwsl. »@y, 98 ond
@008 Bedmrds, OO 519188 ®Iy.

Se®0, G ®C e A IA) OB,
eAG@WI®mWO »OB WHO® YeE BYS® Bwed® B
Bedsiesy, ©®0; mONemn®B. Rate oo ece oxfemny,
O amed GiBeE BEum 3w edG®®I®wwd Bue® ™S
Bedm. 0@ BEReD 530 wdHvenws mOmIm ¢dms ¢
Beco 0O ¢slest oy ©0 I »8wd uwEE Woxm
L. 08¢, 00 Bewlns O BudE 2B Ben. A
Bws) 5RO 80 050ed8. »D BHE WOED O€HENOE
Beadmd. & Bw ¢8 928l demedisn dmd, o
B8EACD e0mDh WS ¢80 SN0, BBwO et
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(The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera)
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280 OB, VIV red® qud Onnw edm sHERD
Beadmds. & Hed® & punmessy e® Jded gddmed,
8Bed EDOE BeddBwiDwed O Bedm VG 95
AoeneB. 0 HOBROSB, VIS Y®I® WOY PIBDBID
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Bwee® 9535 BDEN8 »eBte®x. ©0@1257508289 @0
oo, Bewdsvs w@ndBne oxns, goms
DHBNB® oD en® HOB sOFD eonx wslesy. e®
Sod eveben G8uE cie vwmowd Bwige 00x I
B8Buwm 21m0 @0 momrdr; B8Bwm 21W ewigc. & odxf
dod BOouvnms RO 0w WO 80 yOOsy. I»
@R Brnaml punmed. & hed® IBwm 12 850
bonds 808 mS@ ydoE® 8 IO WS G CH OBI®
DO 08 Beadndr. ¢® 8@axTVews’ AR i emw
WO B nOB @0 ¢ ©5I) dvK.

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo

(omessrLfl@ LNw6d rémTwidss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO0 OEROA, An® & 0D Om BEIC ST
30 G cslesns, 88 & o deds siTe ey HOTIH.
50 @Omcd g8 BE o000m 000 IHHHO®O
81006857 Bedmd, @@ cumdes RDA 990 Bosinymncd
BO0®. & Dred® &8 ¢ 90 8 83» (e edmwsy
O DsaBOEO gdanmn 8@ On  s0ems
CWEDOBID @ mOens I, VIS & emdns;
30 oo e¢Im. &8 & 8Ede mOgn ®IsIm®.

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©¢Dz DOe.

2015 80 908 Bedwocmw e GadBBIS:
Bedmao

2015 ysev Gamerd 2_HLGH wHMID B)M&E LS
aflugid
PRODUCTION AND IMPORT OF MAIZE FROM 2015: DETAILS

86/2024

5. 06 BT B Bw®» Bwmy (06 Beed emFessy
®wm eOMDO)
(oreryfl@ BedledT LTLTT guwian - wrewryllE S
QBeVF6HT FTTLITS)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha on behalf of the Hon.
Kins Nelson)

88O, 5@ OB, 9O wy DB IB® LI SIe®mY
& g - (1):

(@ (i) 2015 DEsed 8O @® o § Eowed
Bedsocmrw 6 @B N8y y@rens O O
DEBw 5D ©DsT e DReWsT EIBOHE;

(i) oD WCs BE DPBY GBS WS Bed
20, & wew D16 OB C¢ Y O Ol D&vw
200 05T 00T DREWsY EWIRSOTHE;

(il) & Cowed NPTy Bdwicrds gwe DO
0EH O B Bwo@be moedc;

W5IB) O @OV DD ¢x3OBIeBTe?

(90) oznded5®, d Sxfe?

HH6STL6D, & Tewst]

Briurset gewwisFanrds Gsl L allerT:

HTVHEML  GUGTHISGET,

LoHmILD

(o) () 201590 et OBTLEHLD
Qesismsuiled 2 Husd  CEFlnwliu’ (Herer
Garengglesr S|TeY 9,697 ()

QeusuBeumras 6T6MEUETE)QUGITLIEN S ULD;

@)sieuemr

surmwimras

(ii) Gupuy sroluGduilsey Gsrerd @né@Los)
Qw1 g (hds@omuilesr, OBDEBTEHF
QFsvall_LiLi’ Bsiter Csmenss oy ewr(h) surilwimras
QeusuGoumrs WTO HETLISHSU|LD;

(i) @evniwsuilev Garer 2 PusHlevw FlEMbs
Guoh & meiTEpLd

BL_6)1q &6 &HH6T
WITew 616 WESTLIEN B LD;

e @)FFewudsE pledliimyr?
(=) @sirCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the-

(i) annual maize production of Sri Lanka in
each of the years from 2015 up to now,
separately;

(i) amount spent in each year on importing
maize during the period referred to above,
if such importation has occurred during
such period, separately; and

(iii) actions that will be taken to increase the
maize production in Sri Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@07 (e00es) 88E Senldow Bwmo

(omevsrLyifl@ Ffsv remTdlmian)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe)

O30 DOITNEDROB, 88O, ve wdus, 9RO w»
D8@8® @@ 0OMEDEY ® OO YyEHBO BEnC
BWIOB* DB,
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* eee@asws O@» »d» c¢ 8E»0:

* FUTLTL_S8)60 sweudsLIL L aflswL

* Answer tabled:

2024 o¢e @28 18

(@) (i) ©gdl: Bm Bdscrrs
o8sw
[%1&] ®» D058
DesesBescs B DesesSe Bdeogmrew DesesBeo Beme (6©.00)
(e e0w0) (@®.020) (e wd) (0®.00) (ewFedwrd)

2015 9,017.0 30,250.0 60,954.0 230,871.0 69,971.0 261,121.0

2016 10,536.0 36,885.0 57,094.0 207,075.0 67,630.0 243,960.0

2017 8,030.0 32,011.0 44,755.0 164,889.0 32,011.0 196,900.0

2018 6,970.0 27,106.0 63,927.0 242,935.0 70,897.0 270,041.0

2019 6,070.0 25,222.0 57,380.0 220,425.0 63,450.0 245,647.0

2020 11,763.0 45,753.5 66,486.0 267,767.0 78,249.0 313,520.5

2021 10,696.2 40,291.3 96,060.8 432,152.6 106,757.0 472,443.9

2022 6,178.5 22,112.0 77,979.9 236,927.6 84,158.4 259,039.6

2023 6,599.4 22,647.4 69,382.9 198,601.3 75,982.3 221,248.7

2024 - - 65,299.5 196,870.6 - -

(i)
D&zw 0By (IY) 2098y (gerrms)
EIoFeA) RISISWAIO] CIF 20w oo RISIaUSIC) CIF gow
(e005Y) (6.'000) (Si/ B.9®) (e00zY) (6.'000) (Si./ B.g®)

2015 1,400 682,692 487.71 67,237 2,347,531 34.91
2016 1,112 603,130 542.48 41,946 1,571,524 37.47
2017 1,432 918,204 641.00 179,589 6,627,909 36.31
2018 1,482 1,000,137 674.92 119,086 4,936,536 41.45
2019 1,076 835,860 776.82 102,461 4,401,431 42.96
2020 1,652 1,352,743 818.85 28,168 1,285,472 45.64
2021 1,446 1,233,578 852.93 6,729 502,010 74.61
2022 546 930,842 1,703.59 178,105 22,542,187 126.57
2023 1,181 1,806,228 1,528.86 196,061 17,388,678 88.69
2024 1,613 2,221,500 1,377.04 144,853 11,755,334 81.15
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(1) procedure currently applied for purchasing
paddy;

(i) quantity of paddy expected to be purchased
by the government this time in metric tons;
and

(iii)  places where the above paddy stocks will be
stored?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the-

() minimum price set for each variety of paddy
when purchasing them; and

(i) time period that these prices will be in
effect?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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ISSUES FACED BY VOLUNTEER HEALTH SERVICE
ASSISTANTS IN JAFFNA TEACHING HOSPITAL
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

I wish a very good morning to the Hon. Speaker and
to my co-Members of Parliament. Sir, I would like to
speak in Tamil because my people from the North are
listening to me. I am bringing up this very important
public issue in Parliament.

wrp.  CUTSETT UGS WFTENOWTETH, BBITTSL|TLD
QBTLG&BID UL &@ UEHTUSTEN V6T S LD ENhd:EHLD CFemeu
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[At this stage, the Hon. President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
entered the Chamber.]
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quote:

“Provided that, any question relating to a matter of urgent
public importance may be asked by the Leader of the Opposition or
a leader of a recognized political party at the conclusion of
questions after due notice has been given to the Minister
concerned.”

285, ¥ 0@ wewsd, “....after due notice has been
given to the Minister concerned” Bws & eDEs 23®1. ©O
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.(MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [17th
December, 2024]

"2024 &508 1 vy @0@w O o 2024 o¢w@a8 31 Eemxy
200y 05 G DSved yowdvmen e & Com ymBIEm a0
dmded SR ad@eeocs’ owd O¥wd gur gBmy dn®
308eeBDY ovd GeeBsT 0wd § Comn ymsIgm Dl “mdKed
280mwe 88 Jdw D8BE COIEN ¢ AN® wme B GBweE
BBum wwewd ssiBwwexm (6:.6,500,000,000) erxweFedn gBebm
g 0ndw @y OO OB e 0@8 @B cueCdmed ¢ @B
888 Bwe® me gn PO, 00O EEed®InD ecwltnsn WO ®SA.

CBeEID®G
Bbww 102 - e, p88m EdNBmoen ¥ B yBesB
@®@00ws (2023 gom 34 ¢om Dwbesy smen
©ewsy §DBe® 5OB WD &)
D@wowvm 01 - 0®eny® DRBOND
y»GDEHD Dwse® St 6.500.000.000
§o Bwe® S 6,500,000,000"

- [061 (20808 w) 03B 4058w e®exdw]

"2024 gesreufl 01 g Sl gyriouwrs 2024 g Foui 31 b
Flag) Pryeuen_wb B aupLggler LwesTur HssTs @)svniendd
Feaorprins Cargedleds @Guuwrdsr Sl BlHulledpbga VLS
reThssSnGiu  gewerw  plHunisalledhhgs VG
BB BB VG @levkiewasd  FerkTwws  CFraedlsd
@rwrdsr spmuewilallsir Cuifled reEThisgglerred GUDLILIBLD
gCapein st Cprevsulsdimbg ur gprulrss LbBIDI
levellwener (emum 6,500,000,000) allghars Guavgls Bldlulleners

Qr55CauaTRD  eTeTUSIL 6T,  ybBlSullenssr  @)biGerer
9|L_L_susmenruilsy @DVIOUEOul L surmy QgFsveym
Gouaist(H O esTmiLD @) CIuTrTEBLeTHLD L@y remeur
BlewmGeunmiLoma:-

IJL_L_ueneuwT

Cevallars gewevriy 102 -  @Bld), Qur@errsry o miFlur®
wopmid  Csfw  QETeTEnBHET
ewwsai ( 2023 b oy evrLg 6T
34 g Qess, 9HSELHF
F L GFled (G0N T .
e L& et Glwi)

Blapsfgs b 01-
eTelL_pib GlFsvaileid

QaTHHUTL (B BL 61 dewSHH6T
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“That this Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding
Rupees Six thousand five hundred million (Rs. 6,500,000,000) shall be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed by the
Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of
the financial year commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on
December 31, 2024 and that, the said sum may be expended in the
manner specified in the schedule hereto:-

Schedule

Head 102 - Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and
National Policies (The name of the Ministry mentioned
in the Appropriation Act, No. 34 of 2023 has been

specified.)

Programme 01 -
Recurrent Expenditure
Total Expenditure

Operational Activities
Rs. 6,500,000,000
Rs. 6,500.,000.,000"

- [The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya]
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Question again proposed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
©0 OIBROAB, dmm point of Order Oz .

®S; 8057 @20edDO5T w0

(omevsrLyLl@ efeusit G\ mevsTL_LOT6HT)

(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Sir, I am just correcting him on one thing he had
mentioned.

@O o306 OIE®0

(LomevsTL L0l @ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©C O3B 0@, RINSed B wewsy Hoed Byw:.

®0 8053 eedDO5T Owmn

(oreryll@ efsustt G TevsrL_Lomredr)
(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

No, it is not about the name, it is about what he had
mentioned. I was the former Minister of that subject.

QFrevsv

Gauemev QFii15)6sTm 61 T EMHEW LWLt
Ulsiremenasemd@ WL QSTer @)bd eumiiliL&Her SlemL_dbHng
sTTUMSSSHTerT.  GCLBHBBHTL L Bigseflsy Geusmev CFiiwumg
UTHEBLD 9BIG @) MmSSmriser. osmeug), informal sector@)sv
Gousmev QFISSTMEUTHEHLD @) (HBHMTTHET. 6 EHewL LI
Ulsiremends emd @i -

[HT6ST TENHF 6 (HH Cmetr 6T6TMT6Y,

Qb8BT L_migerflsy

O §RowsN0e) OB n®

(omevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0r @3BneA, point of Order Omx= wewsy ©00H
Beso DR g0 Ea 8w emnBE.

Bewd 90 C-8n B¢® DeFENd OEn G WSBIB.
VIR0 BB 82 e Credmdo.

[a.00. 2.28]
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The letter addressed to the Ceylon Electricity Board
by the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka dated
15™ July, 2024 states, I quote:

"... target in 2024 = 483MW, but only 26 1MW achieved so far
and target in 2025 = 505MW) with an additional 3,508 MW of solar
PV capacity still required by 2030. Therefore, the Commission is of
the view that the proposed reduction of the prevailing solar rooftop
tariff may hinder the achievement of national energy policy targets."

The Commission requires further information to analyse and
verify the submitted ...

The Commission also held discussions with the relevant
stakeholders (Ceylon Electricity Board, Lanka Electricity Company,
Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority, Solar Industry Association,
Federation of RE Developers, Solar EPC Association and Solar
Companies) and obtained their views/concerns and studied large
number of consumer complaints received with related to the Revised
Roof-Top Solar PV Purchase Tariff."
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, I am glad to follow the
speeches of the Hon. Nihal Galappaththi and before that,
the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam. Both of them spoke very
eloquently about the need to pursue a Sri Lankan identity
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void of ethnic identities. The Hon. Aslam went as far as to
say that we should not have identities on the basis of
Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, Up-country Tamils et cetera
and that political parties also must not be based on those
ethnic identities. Well, there is a reality, Sir, as to why
political parties had to be formed on the basis of ethnic
identities. That is because the identity of Sri Lankan, for
the last 75 years, has been usurped to a point where it has
come to mean Sinhala Buddhist and that reality, even
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, in his Policy
Statement, acknowledged. He said that there has been
racism which discriminates in the name of the majority
and therefore, all of that must be corrected. But, that
correction cannot happen just by simply saying that we all
must think in terms of being Sri Lankan. Seventy five
years of that racism, discrimination and communalism
have disadvantaged the Tamil people as well as the
Muslim people and the Up-country Tamils to a point that
we are forced to identify ourselves along those ethnic
lines to get some sort of a force of argument to compel
the Government of the day to try and correct its path.

Now, let me challenge the Government on this one
test. I will give a concrete proposal and let us see whether
the Government stands up to it. Sir, you would have heard
that there is a disputed viharaya in Thyiddy in the Jaffna
Peninsula. The name given to the Viharaya is Tissa
Viharaya. That viharaya was built by the military. The
original Tissa Viharaya has a particular plot of land and
that land, nobody disputes. If the military had decided to
build a Buddhist temple in the original land of the Tissa
Viharaya, there would be no complaint at all. But instead,
the military, under the guise of a high security zone,
chose to illegally take over six acres of privately owned
land and have built this temple. When the military
decided to lay the foundation stone, we were informed
and at the District Coordinating Committee meeting, this
matter was brought up and that Committee unanimously
took the position that it was an illegal act and that the
construction must stop. That was at the very inception.
But, despite that decision being taken by the District
Coordinating Committee, the military, in the guise of a
high security zone and preventing the owners from
reaching that area, went on to build that viharaya. When
we raised that issue in the previous Parliament, the then
Deputy Minister of Defence called upon a Report from
the Divisional Secretary of Valikamam North. Sir, I am
tabling* in Parliament that Report dated 22™ of May,
2023.

That Report very clearly states that the viharaya had
been built on private land, that it had been built without
any permission from the local authority and that despite
the fact the military being told that it is an illegal
construction, they went ahead and built it. So, I say, Sir,
that if we are talking of a Sri Lankan identity, if we are
genuine with regard to that, then this wrong must be

* gedmmced D .
* preflewaiSsle) sneussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

corrected. That Report submitted to the Defence Ministry
consisted of the plan of the original land of the Tissa
Viharaya and it is still vacant because it is not on that
land that the viharaya had been built. So, how can
privately-owned land be disenfranchised from those
people in this way in the name of religion? Lord Buddha
would have never wanted an individual to be harmed; His
entire policy, to my understanding, is that no harm must
ever be done. Would His temple be built on privately-
owned land of people who have no alternative land? So,
this is an illegal act. I am telling you, Sir, there are so
many viharayas in the North and the East; there are so
many viharayas in Jaffna. But, are we complaining about
those viharayas? Even in the height of the war, those
viharayas were not damaged. The Tamil people are not
racists; they are not anti-Buddhist. But, in the name of
Buddhism, these illegalities are done. In the name of
Buddhism, when people are being discriminated, when
they are being disenfranchised and when the only land
they own is being taken away from them, that is not being
Sri Lankan and to talk against that is not being non-Sri
Lankan, but that is what we have been told. So, let this
Government take this as a test; let us see what they would
do with this Tissa Viharaya which had been built, without
any doubt, illegally. It had not got any permission, Sir, to
be built. That is the test I wish to put to this Government.

®C §Roe85006:8) O n@o
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Wait, let me finish. I have only two minutes more.
Sir, I want to raise another matter.
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy
Minister of Defence)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

But, do not take it out of my time, please!
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

No, he cannot intervene during my time!
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
No, Sir, let him do it in his time.

The other matter, Sir, is with regard to the registration
of draftsmen for the year 2025. This matter was brought
up last Friday at the District Coordinating Committee, but
I want to bring it up here again. The Director of Northern
Province Urban Development Authority has been written
to by the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Local
Government of the Northern Province. The problem is,
there was this Gazette Extraordinary No. 2235/54 of the
Northern Province Urban Development Authority which
basically stated that from 08.07.2021, the qualification for
NVQ Level 5 is to be completed for Drafting Technology
(Buildings). That means, unless you have passed NVQ
Level 5, you cannot function as a draftsman. The
Northern and the Eastern Provinces, certainly the
Northern Province, did not have a course for this NVQ
Level 5 examination. The course only started in 2023, Sir,
and it lasts for two-and-a-half years. So, at the moment,
since the Urban Development Authority is insisting that
you need qualifications of NVQ Level 5, there are no
draftsmen who could be registered. The first course
started in 2023. We have asked that at least a two-and-a-
half-year grace period be given so that the past practise
could be followed, allowing these draftsmen who have
already been registered to function till such time they get
the qualification in that period. I urge the Government to
look into this matter because it is extremely unfair. All
these are draftsmen who had already been given licences
and those licences have been revoked. They totally
depend on the income which comes from that field of
work. Therefore, I would urge the Government to look at
this matter on a humanitarian basis and give that grace
period, at least for the first batch, to complete that NVQ
Level 5 examination. After that, of course, they can
strictly implement that Gazette.

Thank you.

@G (000¢1) Cr@BNEEY ¢8O 5 Dvmo

(omevor i@ (weudgl HeOTBIF) @)TTLOBTHET i FdHewTT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O § o306 O En®

(orenTLLll@ SeweVeWSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 O5YE 0@, e@imute ADHSed point of Order &=?

@0 (@0D¢1) Cr®BNESY ¢8DY 50 Vs

(orer Ll (weugslu seOTBS) @) ITLBTSET S)iedresrT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I am also from Jaffna. Most of the Tamil people
from Jaffna are willing to accept all the religions. Our
religion itself says that all the religions are the same.

The vihara which was built, Sir -

@O Roe305:e) OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order.

Bgwd, ©d OBFDOHO® EnLDosT ©EH®o.
R0 8208 132 et e .

Order, please! ©® @0ededd »HoE owd ©d
OBIBOCwm YRowmI® 86w OO 88D Sl O5IEnered
5H® ewldmn HIBIH.

®C 5OE OIS DWwmn

(LomrevorLyL0l@ BTLO6V & (h6WOTTT d6oT)

(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne)

YRowsnGi®d ®©0; OFTHR®H, "o @80 Jenidow
O En®s ¢157 Yowmre on grae' 8 ® ewdBsn OO,

©6 ®®e®mS Swisnwm Bwm (FERwws), F0dm
8% BotdWaBm WOGR Bewdys g@imun®o)
(oreirfl@ SWOSST HFTHTWSES - LSSFTFT, FLOW LOHMILD
HOTFTT Y YIUVS6T LT jewLodFeiT)

(The Hon. Gamagedara Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)

S8y IS0 wom @&
2 CLorBlESmi.
Seconded.

g 8@z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflearr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeemLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

O @ (O2898w) eI 2092060 O
Geoemoessy @dn fowr, o0 80D &l Owm
805292038 Ses.

SIS,
YUTHET  YSBTTFIS BRIV C6,
TOTEIBIOND YU HET HEWEVEMLD 6UBIG5 T 6.

Whereupon THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA left

the Chair, and THE HON. SANJEEWA RANASINGHA took the
Chair.

wrenryllg  (Cuymrdiflwi) Gseor prewTrwdssmr
wrenTL g FEheSey
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O OBED105® exn8edD5sT @wmo
(omeisrLyifl@ wulsveurassd GlggddsveuTsdT)
(The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegathiswaran)
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I would also like to take this opportunity to comment
on the Hon. President’s visit to India. I must say that
when I visited Delhi along with former President Ranil
Wickremasinghe in 2023, we had put forward a Vision
Statement between India and Sri Lanka. When we put
forward that Vision Statement, it was not to compare with
others; as far as that Vision Statement was concerned, it
was based on a long-term connectivity enhancing policy.
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And, likewise, in 2024, the Hon. President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake has put forward a Vision Statement, which is
more actionable and at the same time, holds the Vision
Statement in 2023 as a base. So, those two Statements, if
they complement each other and are implemented, will
enhance relationship with our neighbour for the better.
Considering that India is a superpower which is coming
up in the Global South, we can use it to our advantage,
especially in terms of energy infrastructure and
connectivity.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING
MEMBER adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.17 p.m. until 9.30
am. on Tuesday, 07th January, 2025, pursuant to the
Resolution of Parliament of this Day.
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