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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE
SALIH] in the Chair.
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The Hon. Mohomed Faiszer Musthapha made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law; and signed the Book at the Table.
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The Hon. Muhammedu Ismail Muththu Muhammedu made and
subscribed the Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the
Table.
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The Hon. Mano Ganeshan made and subscribed the Affirmation
required by Law; and signed the Book at the Table.
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RESIGNATION OF HON. ASOKA SAPUMAL RANWALA FROM
THE OFFICE OF SPEAKER

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryfl@ LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The letters sent by the Secretary to the President to the
Secretary-General of Parliament informing that the
President had accepted the resignation of the Hon. Asoka
Sapumal Ranwala from the Office of the Speaker will
now be read out to this House by the Secretary-General
of Parliament.

MO swm wewsy B8 v odn® 5827 Hwdx &
QYSHTLIW S, CIFUISVTST [BTUISLD LISTOUIGLD &19.&5/BISEWEN UTIIGSTT.
Whereupon the Secretary-General read the following letters:
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ELECTION OF MR. SPEAKER

®S Bewdss D51 D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

In terms of Article 64(3) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read with
Standing Order Nos. 2 and 4 of Parliament, Parliament
will now proceed to elect the Speaker.

I request that a name of a Member of Parliament be
proposed.

@S (§9D98w) 0B ¢®6x8w ePemBe (gHI@ims 8wy
gasnm, cwEd gdssm ©w» OatBe  gdvinm
¢@msn8w)

(wreryfl@ (sevrmBlg)) (QFsvall) amilefl Swr@flw - Nrsw
wwIFHD  Heval, o wi el wHmD CFTH DBV

O[ELOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister

and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I propose the name of the Hon.
Idampitiyegedara Wanigasuriya Mudiyanselage Jagath
Wickramaratne, Member of Parliament, for the Office of
the Speaker of the Tenth Parliament.

@G 3OF SN O (YD, ®Nr@B®, DS
oy 853 @O oD g ©Y HEEed®xIned
83850 B DR O)
(omessrydl@ Lilosd TSBTISS - Gurs@GauTsSgi,
QBB EHFTEMVSHST, FGlwMPpHBIGET WLHMID FHailed aiwresr
CFe»eUSET EWLOFF(HLD LITTTEHLOSTHE FeMLI (LPS6V6U (HLD)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House
of Parliament)
©0T Bewdss »ONGHROA, (8dm 8Eed®sIned
®ONB® Qs @ 8Bed®xin Os5IF oo
90083edencd DB»ylwe YRurledcied sor BrPis
OBn® @ B OO @Yiunde S8 WO® ¢
©wed“zNd O &80 ®SS.

®S Bewdsns G151
(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Are there any other names?

As no other name of an Hon. Member has been
proposed and seconded, I declare to this House that the
Hon. Idampitiyegedara Wanigasuriya Mudiyanselage
Jagath Wickramaratne, Member of Parliament has been
duly elected to the Office of Speaker of the Tenth

Parliament.

The newly elected Hon. Speaker shall now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon the Hon. Jagath Wickramaratne was taken out of his
place and conducted to the Chair by the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini
Amarasuriya and the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

(88 eewder Pdvewsd pwe Bww;Owsd 38) -
(w&)pd ] oy rourgssL_sr eugrGaupsLiu’ B Gumiig uilsy plsrm)-
(Who, standing on the upper step, was received with general cheers)

OO OBOGB, 088 BB HC ©3¥ed WSILNBWHOS@
Dnews’ ® emdd a5 0 OO ©s@®ATVewes’ VD 3 ®0
®ed dnBe e®® ¢Deded 88505 00.

222063202 @1 Goesnewd Ol Hodf .
FLITBTUIS YUT BT GBI T FISBLON 5T 56N,
MR. SPEAKER sat in the Chair.

@6 (99028w) w3 §®5Be e®emBw

(oreryllg (sevrBHd)) (QFsval) amflef] oy @siluw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(oreryfl@ FLLSSrevntl reerl andid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, I rise, on behalf of the Leader of the
Opposition, the other Hon. Members of the Opposition as
well as my own party, the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, to
congratulate you on your attainment of this high Office.
This Office, in particular, is called the guardian of all our
rights. So, we expect you to function impartially in this
Office and to uphold the decorum and traditions of this
House.
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Particularly with your ascension, Sir, we have come to
realize that the accountability of this high Office is such
that though whatever institutional safeguards or
constitutional safeguards maybe there, sometimes, the
media and its impact on matters of good governance play
a crucial role. That is why within a short period of time,
we have had to elect a new Speaker once again. I believe
this is a very good example for everyone. In the same
vein, we would also like to appreciate the former Speaker
who had tendered his resignation, bowing to the criticism
that arose. We are proud that, in keeping with such
traditions, this House has been able to display that type of
decorum to the people and the country.

Also, we should, in the meantime, ensure that the
conduct of affairs in this House is done to such a degree
that all those who have to bow down to criticism would
use this Chamber, in all fairness, to vindicate themselves
by very high conduct. Therefore, Sir, your ascension to
Office in these circumstances is very important. We, once
again, wish you all the very best in your exalted Office!

Thank you.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

O HIBID WS TBED OBIFH©o.

O OBBID DO EIB R Dvm0

(oressTfl@ SHwhs &HeTTS VEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)

B0 DDNNIWROB, aBmO Wwsnw®m QYoews’ B¢d
Cle @0 Sos e Fn® wOEn Sewved
CHE® @IBewns) e® ¢Ded B3m@mdi. Jed “mmd
DB OB DO ednrmEy wodmaBe dm ©oB8w,
©® 288e0sined ¢FndHowDw @i mods »OEn
BB Bug OTFOGITTed »sNemDIs oGt IS
s §ew. 38 Doty D5, AR B85T O
0850 e¥Ig eEDIDR 9dd OB Bw(o.

RO o BB,

@O0 QBB
(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 Oy vesiwus’ O5I5n®s.

®O ®emd ®wesIess’ Dwmn

(omevsrLyifl @ @err &Gewrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

QEerrey FUTHTWST HeuTsGer, &S L0SSB6T dn L L 6wl
s pHBUTEGES — n L L euwll L (HEwrdhs
TSl FTHLITSH6LD 2 _BI%EHS S 6TTBI% EHEDL_ILI

LTI TOULTET  UTPSSHISHmenS  6lgiflalldgd 6% TeTagsy

2

wHpFF ewLSarCmeir. @b BrH HAhiser FCHTHITH6T,
s FCHETHIIHeT - ms S FCHTHITHET, LEMOVWSHS
s FCHTHTTSH6T - (Peivedld FCHTHITHET UTUPHITD 6(1h
pr®! 9CzsCumew, Abiger Quryl, sl Gwryl, oyBige
Q) gy Hwesr Cualiu@Gslsrm @ BTwH! CuaTSSID, @b,
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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@G Be30d P838sY ®wmo

(oreiryflg Mo Lgudsir)

(The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen)

Cl&emyey FUTHTWST 9j6uiraGer, [OINIEELVEGY
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UTTTEBLSTDSSD GmISWCST [ HTeVSHEIH 6T (&) TesTL_Teaug)
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(oreryflg Fedls LNGTwgTe - 6THliTHasLd WHevsurr)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)

OO BDOIBNBDROA, OudEeme BEsT Ot
s8emn, yaEy 080 Jed SO 0dn gwr WOD®
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BB RIed wuwndw gBal5I® Dicon edmda.

eyg®ns Owm (86
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P00 RID®I v @D,

& Ben, QIR ®DNEWOSwW M T 8D BEICD
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B0y W@ mOI@O BGERD 8@ wew®»O §E
JOTHO gud BID Pow. 0® EBe®sn WmE O®OIND
BnEd YO TS 5O O BwoTOm WOTHO 9RgEm
EBNEEDD Bwo @ 8Om0 HOHD. e@ime, s SO,
QBB O gud edend. yhnsIndiced nEH BB OB
Bwmw, OBdENpEmE W gdWieme  ABBOFDO
BwoodOm 00857 ded yhmsIndics @yowvs mOm SO
0 gDes8. ged ¢Byw, eBGvw, Imws ad@es dwi.

RO Pod yd B!

O BBk 520E Goxsesztes Ownmo
(oressrfl@ FU_LSgTewd Briosd rreyLFag)
(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)
O DHANIBNBHROB, -

@O0 QBNWD O
(orewrLfl@ FUTBHTWST S)6uTs6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@G 0O G OsIEn®o.

@G BBk 520E Gosesmtes Dnmo

(orevryfl@ FLULSETewst] Brios) FregLIFag)

(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)

OGS ®OBNEDROB, D © VIO 1 BB,
Bodvewrsi® omd CHW FRED oLaEemed dwE
¢0n @m0 IO W(BWD (8 Bedmbd. & B8EAedD
RNV, VIDed sHBwd § G @cED esden
e0REDTY wy OO EEesTn »eFHe® eDRedsT @ wd
s, 8OEDm H8EedTHEDO evedde gidB WS
0B8, BuE OGO sTed DIywe qadmiss S 0By
988 0E B0 ng WOYH WOTTHO VIO W BwWD
CredD Bwo & 8Om0 WIBID0.

Ced “mymded ®OE ©® ww odve nE wImdB
»08sY, DD OB D0 Bwe® E OB Duvw
BBwOr, el svw dBwWON gs 8® ®OGH WoBrD. &
BDE VWN®ed BABEO PeVWD® B DB
005, § D10d® RIND BanE DOROE Bedmrdo. veyBw
C B0 ne o> MQE & »B0S OFm 0® ©d;
@00 Ded® N Joed ©0edDwed «® BE
gded »Ben B8 e 50, & eveddwus dmevm;
&0 OO HOWR BBe® DOBO VNSO Beadnrdo.
RIN®O OB DO § Comn ewHs euifeeds, ged
208Ee0sIn meFthwe®s ©a 81n® O mSHDo.

OO DIBINBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Bgwd, ®o 68 WS emNG® O5IEH®o.

MG 68 O 0BNB% DV

(orerfl@ rafl smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, at the outset, let me congratulate you on
being elected the Speaker of this august Assembly. It
behoves you as well to bring back decorum to this august
Assembly and we, as Members of Parliament, will give
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our unstinted support to ensure that you carry out and
discharge that responsibility to the best of your ability.
You have been elected as the Speaker of the entire
Parliament and I am sure that you would discharge
that responsibility to the best of your ability.
I wish you all the best on behalf of the United National
Party and the NDF!

Thank you.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 8053 0RO OB nSo.

®S 8057 @20eDO5T Dwmn

(omevsrLyLl@ efeusit GO\ TevsTL_LOT6HT)

(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Qaxseryey Furprwsi euisGer, wwewOWHS SLOPT
FTTUTHLD B)VBINsS GSTHOTETT STHRIK TV FTiLITHeYLD
D _BISEhGE — CTETNIemL I QUTLS S 5H%HMTSH

Qs Mallss1s6sTarsGmesr.

LOSITLOT TS

Sir, I would like to wish you strength and wisdom in
conducting the Proceedings in a fair and equitable
manner. You have been appointed at a very crucial
period, where we are recovering from our economic
crisis. Also, amidst one of the largest single-party
majorities this country has witnessed, the degree of equity
should be higher.

Once again, Sir, I would like to wish you all the best
and we would provide you with our fullest support.

Thank you.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 8.8. 05Im0ICO OIFn®s.

®0 8.8, 025350E® ®wmo

(omevorLyLil@ of.eF. GluTssTesTLDLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate you. But, at the same time, I must also say
that I do not envy your job because you are a Member of
a party which has just been elected with over a two-thirds
majority and coming from that party and taking up the
position of the Speaker means that you must disregard
that mandate to some extent because your job here is not
about that mandate, but rather to safeguard the interests of
every single Member of Parliament and also be fair by all
parties present in this Parliament disregarding their
mandates.

Sir, in that respect, I would like to urge you to learn
from the mistakes of the previous Parliament, which also
had a two-thirds majority, but where minor parties were
not given adequate hearing and chances because the
previous Parliament chose to stick to outdated Standing
Orders not reflecting particularly the composition of the
Opposition of that Parliament.
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Sir, ultimately, it is you who are the custodian, the
protector, the final interpreter and the arbiter of the
Standing Orders. So, I urge you to show that flexibility
and progressiveness when you make the Rulings after
hearing the views of this House. If you would be fair, you
can be assured of the Tamil National People’s Front’s
fullest support.

Thank you.

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©01 (000¢1) Go®s0¢sT a8dhmN OIFH®s.

©0 (20D¢1) Cr®BNESY ¢8O 50 Dvmo

(revrLfl@ (swousbdlw HeOTHIF) E)TTLOBTEHEIT )i FgiesTT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Good morning to the Hon. Speaker and my
Colleagues in Parliament!

Sir, I would like to congratulate you and I am so
proud that a Colleague from my profession has become
the Hon. Speaker. Again, I wish you all the very best and
hope you would do what is necessary for the Government
you are coming from as well as to the Opposition parties
we represent.

Thank you so much.

@O0 QBNWD O
(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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@O0 QBNWR O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

G G YSsTGm w5 “mdded @edt)n®
D10800ed 154(6) D300 ymcd BemmBuBOSwed
Do8med DB ek - & Gomn mbed ecd
©6@ed®cmed 2017 55008 80 2022 @8xn ®itscs ¢330
s80edcw nE 883Em ¥ e®ewy® Fuwimcm® 8E¢ &
»e dods Bowmn D8md OO 9elur Id.

®S BOE ¥ Dm0

(oresryflE LD rémmwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,

Livestock, Land and Irrigation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Acting Minister of Foreign

Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism)
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Acting Minister of Labour)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTRES:
REGISTRATION AND MONITORING

1/2024
1. ©6; eds Bmomyed vmo
(oreryflg Cansr allgrarCs)
(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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L& S1CF i Cenasigw DB GHMMbS
I LILIeDL_G BHENHEMLOSH6ET

W Tew U6 WISTTLIEN S U|LD;
e @)dFFewusE@ Mlaliirrr?
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Sjeui @)dFewus@ Mlaliimrr?
(@) @STCmed, ereir?

asked the Minister of Women and Child Affairs:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) the number of early childhood development
centres in existence in Sri Lanka;

(if)  the number of centres which have obtained
registration with the Government;

(iii) whether early childhood development
centres are allowed to operate without
Government registration; and

(iv) the basic qualifications that need to be
completed before operating an early
childhood development centre?

(b)  Will she also inform the House -

(1) whether there is an Action Plan for
monitoring early childhood development
centres; and

(it)  if so, what that course of action is?
(¢) Ifnot, why?



1043 2024 eces®a8 17 1044

®0; weddth @dE eudFod Ludw (I w6y
€0 ®OYnD gL undw)

(wrewryll@ (Smwd) #FGrrer srallgslfl Cursrrsy - waeafli
WwHDID ADieui HEIUDHET HEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of
Women and Child Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that a widespread
dialogue took place in the society recently
regarding the garlic scam;

(i) whether an investigation has been
conducted regarding the scam concerned;

(iii)  if'so, what its details are;

(iv) the names of persons and institutions
involved in the scam;

(v) the loss caused by the scam; and

(vi) the measures that have been taken so far and
what future measures are going to be taken
regarding the scam, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, I would like to raise a point of Order under
Standing Order No. 19.

This is a very important and an urgent public matter
that 1 have noticed during the last couple of days. I
notified the Hon. Minister of Health and Mass Media also
about that in writing this morning. It is regarding the
Teaching Hospital, Jaffna. I would like to say that in
Tamil because most of my people would like to listen to
this.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) there are grasslands available for the
livestock of about six hundred thousand in
number in Keviliyamadu belonging to the

Manmunei South-west Divisional
Secretary's Division, Mailaththa Madu
belonging to the Koralepattu South
Divisional  Secretary's Division and

Unnichchei belonging to the Manmunai
West Divisional Secretary's Division within
the Batticaloa District; and

(i) nevertheless, the grasslands concerned have
not been gazetted as “livestock grasslands”
so far?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the -

(i) reason for the above-mentioned grasslands
not been gazetted as “livestock grasslands”;
and

(i) steps that are going to be taken in that
regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -
(1) purpose of establishing the Farmers’
Pension Scheme;
(i) Dbenefits received by farmers from the
Farmers’ Pension Scheme at present; and
(iii) measures that would be adopted to further
promote the Farmers’ Pension Scheme?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the -
(i) sources that fund the Agricultural and
Agrarian Insurance Board; and

(i) measures that would be taken to make the
Board more efficient?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and

Economic Development:

(a) Will he inform this House the -

() number of officials who participated
representing the Ministry of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development and
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka in the
discussions that were held with the
International Monetary Fund recently in
Washington DC, USA, Separately;

(i) amount that was spent on their air tickets
and on travelling, separately in US Dollars
and in Sri Lankan Rupees;

(iii) amounts that were paid to the companies
named Lazard and Clifford Chance for the
aforementioned discussions; and

(iv) nature of the benefits accrued to Sri Lanka
from the said discussions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Speaker, may I raise a point of Order on an
important matter?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, the Hon. Deputy Minister concerned said that they
may provide information to Parliament. But, as a matter
of fact, this morning, worldwide, there has been an
announcement made that the Government of Sri Lanka
has agreed for the debt restmcturin% and that the new debt
exchange will happen on the 20" of December. So, I
would like to remind you, Sir, that it should not be "may",
but "shall"; it shall inform this House of what the
Government of Sri Lanka has agreed with the
bondholders in the last couple of days.

Thank you very much, Sir.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

Hon. Member, as I mentioned earlier, those details are
scheduled to be discussed in the latter part of the day and
we will provide the necessary details that have been
requested for.

Thank you.
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(=) @)earCmev, eyedr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House of the -

() number of faculties that were initially
proposed to be established at the Wayamba
University of Sri Lanka when it was first
started;

(i) names of the said faculties;

(i) number of faculties that have been

established there so far;

(iv) reasons for not establishing the Faculty of
Engineering of the University concerned so
far; and

(v) measures that will be taken to establish the
Engineering Faculty concerned?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House of the -

@

(ii)

(iif)

number of dead bodies cremated following
the Government's decision to dispose the
bodies of persons who died of COVID-19
infection by cremation;

name, gender, race, religion, name of the
next of kin, address, date, and place of
cremation of each deceased person,
separately; and

death certificate number, the date of
registration of death and the relevant district
of each of the aforementioned deceased,
separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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meantime, a member of that particular committee has now
been appointed as Acting Chief Epidemiologist. Despite
the fact that they had been part of the committee which
had made that wrongful and unscientific decision, you all
have gone ahead and appointed him. Therefore, I am
asking you not to appoint such people. At least conduct a
departmental inquiry; the Ministry of Health must
conduct a departmental inquiry and those people must be
penalized. That is what we are asking for.
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the-

(1) date on which the President summoned a
report concerning the existing paddy stocks;

(if)  institutions/ persons who maintain stocks of
paddy, according to the report referred to
above;
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(iii)  volumes of paddy maintained by each such
institution/ person, separately; and

(iv) measures that have been adopted so far for
controlling the price of rice?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of times the price of fuel was
revised from 21.10.2024 to 30.11.2024;

(ii) the revised price of each type of fuel at each
such revision, separately;

(iii)  whether the revisions of price of fuel were
carried out according to the formula for fuel
prices; and

(iv)  which should have been the actual revised

price of each fuel type, each time the prices
were revised, separately if it had been done
according to the formula?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

)

whether he accepts the fuel price formula
introduced by the previous Government;

(i) if not, the reasons for not accepting the fuel
price formula; and
(iii) the steps that will be taken to give fuel

consumers of Sri Lanka the benefit of the
reduction in prices of fuel in the
international market?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(1) number of National Schools situated within
the Puttalam District;

(i) number of Educational Zones within the
district concerned;

(i) number of vacancies that exist for teachers
within each of the Educational Zones
concerned in respect of each subject,
separately; and

(iv) measures that will be taken to give a
permanent solution to the scarcity of
teachers prevailing in the Puttalam District?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Ministerial Statement by the Hon. Ananda
Wijepala, Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary
Affairs.
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security

and Parliamentary Affairs)
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REASSESSMENT OF SECURITY PROVIDED TO
FORMER PRESIDENTS: STATEMENT BY

MINISTER OF PUBLIC SECURITY AND
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
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Order, please! The Hon. Speaker will now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION BY HON. (DR.) RIZVIE
SALIH

o6 (eedes) B8 @ Owmo

OB O 5 2MNCH 8B BHE)

(wreryfl@  (swousHw  seorpldl) Mevel ored - Lrgls

FUTBTWSEHLD & PHHafer sallFrerpib)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and the

Chair of Committees)

Hon. Speaker, I wish to clear my name from the
totally false, malicious smear campaigns now trading on
social media.

(Bewdss

There is an allegation that I had falsely referred to
myself as a specialist doctor. I wish to clearly state that
during the last General Election, certain third-party
workers featuring the names of common candidates of
my party incorrectly referred to me as a specialist doctor.
That term has never been used by me in my clinic
letterheads, prescription pads, official seals, stationery or
visiting cards. As soon as I became aware of this error in
the common list of candidates for Colombo, I instructed
the relevant individuals to halt the distribution of those
materials and to ensure that no further circulation
occurred. However, by that time, some of the leaflets had
already been distributed. Furthermore, any of us who
have addressed political meetings, big or small, know that
those introducing us, sometimes, exaggerate us with
glorified titles or comparisons, which is unfounded.
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I also want to make myself clear that I possess a
Postgraduate Diploma in ENT Surgery. That was in the
era when the Ministry of Health along with the
Postgraduate Institute of Medicine selected doctors, after
having competitive exams among them, for courses of
study, awarded them diplomas in their relevant fields and
sent them to man the base hospitals which mainly lacked
those specialities. At that time, there were exams held to
recruit doctors for training under specialized units in main
hospitals. There were diplomas in child health,
ophthalmology and laryngo-otorhinology and even
anaesthetists were trained and awarded diplomas so that
they could go and manage base hospitals where such
specialties lacked and such consultants were not
available. Likewise, I was also selected after a
competitive exam by the Ministry of Health and trained as
a DLO surgeon to serve in such hospitals.

My last appointment in the government health sector
was as ENT Surgeon in the Base Hospital, Nuwara Eliya.
The Nuwara Eliya Base Hospital caters to a wide segment
of the estate population, very useful contributors to the
economy of this country. But, it is sad to say that in that
era more than now, they were highly compromised
healthcare-wise. We performed surgeries, which were life
-saving. Whenever there is an airway obstruction, Hon.
Speaker, you, as a doctor, know how important a surgical
procedure a tracheostomy is for the removal of that
foreign body from the airway, which, otherwise, would
certainly cause death, and there is no time to transfer the
patient to another hospital. From the Nuwara Eliya Base
Hospital, the ambulance has to go all the way to the
Peradeniya Hospital and there was no time for such
transfers as it would have certainly caused death.
Therefore, I am glad that the Ministry of Health along
with the Postgraduate Institute of Medicine made that
wise decision at that time to train us with such specialities
so that we could be sent to make a contribution at the base
hospitals. So, that was my last posting.

I again wish to reiterate that since 2019 when the Sri
Lanka Medical Council brought in regulations to have
specialists registered or even before that, I never
identified myself as an ENT surgeon or an ENT
specialist.

However, in Nuwara Eliya, you could imagine, when I
walked into the ENT clinic, they addressed me as "ENT
surgeon". When the doctor with a Diploma in
Opthalmology -DO- walks into the eye clinic, they
address him "eye surgeon". Even the doctors with a DCH
-Diploma in Child Health- are called "paediatricians"
there. I never advocated them to call me ENT sugeon, but
what were I to do when they did? I was not going to
knock on the heads of the patients who called me that.
They might call me "ENT surgeon" and that is wrong
nomenclature, but that is the fact I could point out. So, I
think somebody who probably knew me from that time
went and included that title in the poster. That was a
poster for the common candidates from my party, with
which I had nothing to do. But, the very little canvassing
material that I printed never carried that title.

1104

Another malicious allegation is that I am not a doctor
and that [ am not even registered to practise in Sri Lanka!
I categorically state that that claim is blatantly false,
misguided and misleading. To set the record straight,
I would like to say that I hold a valid Certificate of
Registration from the Sri Lanka Medical Council, which
unequivocally states in black and white that I am lawfully
entitled to practise medicine and surgery in Sri Lanka.
That certifice, like all the Sri Lanka Medical Council-
issued certificates, needs to be validated every five years
with a payment of a fee. Sir, you know that and I have
done that validation five times since I first received it. My
private general practice is registered in the Colombo
Central under my name. My SLMC registration, in turn,
is validated every year by the Private Health Services
Regulatory Council attached to the Ministry of Health.
I would like to say that the Provincial Director comes,
inspects my clinic, inspects my documents, goes through
the procedures in my dispensary and the little laboratory
I have and makes sure that everything is in order before
it is wvalidated. I have always conducted myself
professionally in my public life with transparency and
honesty and I welcome scrutiny. Finally, I thank you, Sir,
for giving me the opportunity to address this matter,
whether it stems from genuine concern or malicious
intent. Sir, I table* the relevant documents.

Hon. Speaker, we have significant challenges ahead
and I hope our collective focus will shift to addressing the
pressing issues which truly matter for the progress and
prosperity of this nation.

Thank you.
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* Placed in the Library.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister
and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Speaker, I move,

“That this Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding
Rupees Six thousand five hundred million (Rs. 6,500,000,000) shall be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed by the
Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the
financial year commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on
December 31, 2024 and that, the said sum may be expended in the
manner specified in the schedule hereto:-

Schedule

Head - 102 Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and
National Policies
(The name  of the Ministry mentioned in the
Appropriation Act, No. 34 of 2023 has been
specified.)

Programme - 01 Operational Activities
Recurrent Expenditure Rs. 6.500,000,000

Total Expenditure  Rs. 6,500,000,000

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, you may continue with your
speech.

@S (890285w) 08B ¢®638w e®exBw
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara. You have 12
minutes.
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Sir, I filled up a bio data form, which only had "Mr.
Harshana Nanayakkara" and I was also shown the
computer screen. It said "Harshana Nanayakkara"; there
was no PhD, no “Dr.”, no "g&s8c" in front of my name.
So, I was happy that it was how my name appeared. But
then, when a friend of mine called me and said, "Your
name is there on the Parliament website as "Dr. Harhana

Nanayakkara”, I was annoyed. I called the Parliament and
I am thankful to the Parliament Secretariat which
promptly took action to correct it and issue a public
statement stating that it was an error on the part of the
Parliament staff when uploading my name.
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2sfD08® edsimy yodxd. | am not pointing my finger at
anybody; I am not blaming anybody. But, there are those
who have still not realized the mandate we have received.
They still feel that they must work for their old masters
and I am telling those who are doing it, "Change. It is
better to change before we notice you".
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Supreme Court of Sri Lanka to enrol Advocates and
Proctors. 19730 »8s ©® aFBed Advocates ew
Proctors Bwece 080 ecms’ Balen. dowcsimned Barristers
ew Solicitors Bwsy ¢CwddB Comweds o® DasfBny
e¢m 005t B Byeed. dommm@ Advocates Bwm gw
@msensy litigation and counselling meg. g @
meg Proctorsee. & ed® 1873, the Council of Legal
Education established the Law College and the Law
College was born. From that time, there were two types of
exams, one for the Proctors and the other for the
Advocates. 8owecs? Bwemd O, ovdmes ©w
28BBwe Bexy noynd.. vix@ 19732, a huge change took
place. The Administration of Justice Law (No. 44 of
1973) merged the two professions. To date, in England,
Barristers and Solicitors remain separate as specialized
branches. But, in Sri Lanka, from 1973, everybody is an
Attorney-at-Law. There cannot be any "¢&888e«" after
that, except in the Attorney-General’s Department
because the Attorney-General’s Department has been
using the titles "State Attorney" and "State Counsel" and
the Sinhala translation is "ssed ¢888«". So, to date,
the Attorney-General’s Department uses "¢888«" for
"Prosecuting Counsel". [ worked at the Attorney-
General’s Department from the year 2000 to 2004 and I
was called "State Counsel" and the Sinhala word was
"dsod alBBK". n Pod qgldvinm HEE®OE ©NedDE,
g »O8 & Sedewred »®. w8, & Cedewd BwEr O3 @m0
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W@ BB Beso.
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(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, you have one more
minute.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

He can take four more minutes, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. Nanayakkara, you can take four more
minutes.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®6 Beradss mAOrznEm )
(oreryflg rdd surprwsi ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member?

@0 (@0D¢1) Cr®BNESY ¢8DY 50 Vs

(orer Ll (wousslu seOTBS) @) ITLBTSET S)iedresrT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I was listening to the speech made by the Hon.
Member of Parliament. Unfortunately, the money
allocated to the Northern and the Eastern Provinces has

not been used and was returned by the responsible
officers. That is why the Ministry of Health is blamed all
the time that money has not been allocated to the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

@S Bewdss D51 D )
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order.

@G (00Dex3) Cr®BNEST a8DY s dwmo

(oressrfl@ (wousSlin HTHF) BT TLOBTHET )i Farevrm)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Minister, please kindly take action in that regard
and also see how much has been allocated in the past
years and how much has not been used. - [Interruption.]

®S Bewdsns G151
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the House?
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(el LD répTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, Leader of the House, your
concern about the Hon. Member from the Opposition will
be informed to the Hon. Speaker.

Next, the Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana. You have
six minutes.
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana)
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Madam, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

Madam Chairperson, my name was mentioned when I
was not in the House. This is regarding the recent
discussion about the educational qualifications of the
Hon. Members of Parliament. Madam, I would like to
bring this to your notice. "Depending on the nature of the
original data source may include practising physicians.....
or all registered physicians" is the WHO definition
of "medical doctors". I, (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan
Jayawardhana, graduated from Sri Ramachandra Medical
College, India and I have here with me my Medical
Registration Certificate, which bears Registration No.
100151. My course is MBBS - Bachelor of Medicine,
Bachelor of Surgery - and it is clearly mentioned in this
that all persons registered under this Act are legally
qualified to practise modern scientific medicine, surgery,
obstetrics and gynaecology. Like all the medical doctors,
we, too, get an ID card and this is my ID card.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Accordingly, the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 18th December, 2024.
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Whereupon ~THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. (DR.) (MS.)
KAUSHALYA ARIYARATHNE took the Chair.
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destination we are planning to. Therefore, we cannot take
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decisions. As a responsible Government, we have a plan
in place, we have a team that is capable of delivering it.
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Otherwise, it is illegal and unconstitutional. If it is a
sovereign debt which we all are bound by, bankruptcy
must be declared by Parliament. But, all the oversight
Committees, the then Opposition as well as the Hon.
Members at that particular moment in Parliament had
overlooked that fact.

Now, there is no point in bringing new ideas or any
suggestions because this is a done deal, which is basically
going to be useful for the country in its move forward.
Some governments were making various statements,
but finally all reconciled to the fact that this is the only
way forward. The Government of the Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe had to bear the burden of the entire
process, recoil the entire problem that was there and take
the process forward. ®e» e® ced Bgley 18 edEO, enc
eudB0, edens oulB0, BE 83 oul8e aonmed ydm»
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So, the story goes on. On the 01* of September, 2022,
the Staff-level Agreement between the IMF and the
Government is reached to check debt sustainability and to
decide on the way forward for the restructuring of debt.
On the 20™ of February, 2023, the IMF team comes to
Colombo and sits down for discussions with the
Government of Sri Lanka and ensures that debt
restructuring and debt sustainability is looked at for their
viability. Then, on the 20% of March, 2023, the IMF
approves the Agreement. Later, it is brought to
Parliament, debated and voted on. Then, the Extended
Fund Facility - EFF - effectively comes into place. That
basically bestows on the Government almost US Dollars
3 billion or SDR 2.286 billion, which is the specific
deposit to be reserved and utilized under a 48-month
programme. So, that is the start of the IMF programme
which comes into effect from the 20" of March, 2023.

Debt restructuring has been in three stages. The first
stage was Domestic Debt Restructuring, which happened
on the 01* of July, 2023, where the domestic debt was
looked at and a solution was provided. There were weak
points which could be looked at and debated, but finally,
that particular first step was taken with the least impact.
Then, the second was, bilateral and multilateral debt. The
Paris Club and the countries which are not in the Paris
Club, all got together with the Official Creditor
Committee co-chaired by Japan and India under the

auspices of France and confirmed on the 26™ of June,
2024 that there is agreement between the Official
Creditor Committee and the Government of Sri Lanka.
So, that gives the right to start the second step, and the
restructuring process comes into place.

By any chance, if this Agreement had not been
fulfilled, then what would have been the implications to
the country? We would have had to face the impact of
economic instability, loss of investor confidence, social
unrest, a humanitarian crisis and strained international
relations. Then, on the other side, by restructuring debt,
the benefits accrued to the country are, restored access to
international markets -Sri Lanka had been shied away at
that particular moment by creditors, where we were not
able to even open LCs, Hon. Presiding Member-
economic stability, IMF support, improved credit ratings
and economic growth. Lack of those were the factors
which basically led the country to totter at that particular
moment with the leadership of the Government gone, and
the responsibility fell on the then President Ranil
Wickremasinghe to carry the baby forward.

With that crisis, Sir, what was left behind for the
country? We had US Dollars 100 billion debt with
domestic debt being at US Dollars 57.3 billion and
external debt at US Dollars 43.2 billion, out of which
bilateral debt is US Dollars 10.6 billion, multilateral debt,
US Dollars 11.6 billion and the balance being ISBs. Debt
sustainability was one of the biggest problems at that
particular moment. There were many visits from the IMF
and debt sustainability was being looked at, various ideas
came about and the least harmful aspect was being
looked at. I do not think any government has faced this
type of situation before. I, being a former Minister of
Finance, must say that we had discussions with the IMF
on the 16th EFF and we found that discussing with such
people was not an easy task.

But, I must say that we have the right to decide. While
they can have their say, we must have our way and that is
the way to negotiate with these foreigners. Just because
they have experience, it does not necessarily mean that
we need to get pushed and cornered. Debt sustainability
was looked at and Government debt from 2024 to 2048
was US Dollars 60 billion with the interest and the capital
payment. So, debt servicing was looked at. With those
factors being looked at, the second stage was over.

Then, the third stage was the most difficult aspect,
having to deal with commercial creditors including
international sovereign bond holders and the China
Development Bank. On the 19" of September, 2024, just
two days before the Presidential Election, they come into
an agreement in principle and with that, the then
Government signs the Agreement two days before the
election. It was thought that that was a deal, an election
"gundu” made just before the Presidential Election.
Finally, it was proven that it was a done deal. Then, the
Government changed.

I must say that the NPP had a completely different
opinion on this matter, but with that opinion, they went
before the people at the Presidential Election and won.
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The Government changed and then, the IMF and the
Hamilton Reserve Bank was informed on the 01" of
November, 2024 by the new Government that they would
still pursue the same process adopted by the
Wickremesinghe Government. Then, on the 12" of
December, 2024, we had the restructuring of Macro-
linked Bonds concluded.

There may be many differences of opinion that could
come about, but the problem is, if there had been no
Agreement in place, then this country would have been in
jeopardy or a much more dangerous situation would have
prevailed. There is a quote which said, "A good plan of
today is better than a great plan of tomorrow. Look back
with satisfaction and move forward with confidence." So,
on that particular basis, as I said, there could be various
opinions like "Could negotiations not have been done
better?", "Would the haircut not have been a greater rate
rather than 28 per cent?" or "Would the GDP-linked
bonds not be on a more successful rate?". Many options
may be put forward, but the time is running out. People
have been looking up to the then Government;
businessmen have been suffering; small and medium
businesses have been virtually non-existent with 30,000
to 40,000 companies having gone bankrupt. So, that was
the reason why the Government under President Ranil
Wickremesinghe had to go for this debt reconciliation
process and ensure that a final conclusion had been
brought to that. When the new Government came, there
was a Hobson's choice for them. You all could consider
getting back to the negotiating stage.
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& Ded®, the new Government must get their act
together. You cannot leave the war only in the spans of
the soldiers, the Generals must take commands. You can
leave the economy only in the hands of government
servants, but the political direction must be given. That is
the necessity at this particular moment.

Then, coming back to the economy, now, that you
have an agreement in place, you have to get the economy
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Order, please! Before she starts, the Hon. Deputy
Chairperson of Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. IMRAN MAHAROOF left the Chair and
THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES took the
Chair.
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"Looks like Sri Lanka ISB deal is done to be announced
anytime. If so, that will end JVP/NPP's key (misleading) promise
of an alternate DSA to renegotiate with IMF and bond holders. If
story true, we will be ready to discuss (as new gov) with bond
holders on issuing new bonds."
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508 BDed; 0® #diw »OB oxfexy. With a lot of
clarity, Hon. Chairperson, we have said that this was a
difficult choice for us; this was not an easy choice for us,
but a difficult choice for us. We are going ahead with this
because we do not see any other option to go forward.
There was no choice for us; when the new Government
came into power, there was no choice! That is the only
reason why we are going forward with it.
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international convention on debt restructuring. We are at
a disadvantageous position. Everybody in the Global
South, everybody in developing countries knows this.
That is not something new; e®» ¢@neds’ BusIzy Avx
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Madam Chairperson, I would like to ask a question
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a5 ORICH 00 GeE HOBR® Bumdr, o® ISB
88e® gesst mOE B e Bwes. ¢cd mE»T gfessy wSEe
BRew Bwemrdr. ©© ¢uizn m0®0 I 2008 ¢ 0dmHm®
afesy moTest sywi. 20018 ¢ »®8 ¢ Bond exchange
Om WOBTer’. g¢ »HOB VIROTE @® Bedimw Bmsy
wog. 12008 ¢ c0mm® nOB mEwe BYeed. OO
& gfesy ®OE Beamdis Bwm document dm RAHEO
DB  BedmDr O  wwonm  »OD BEEd
IGO0 9EED. ©@RIeWI® BnBE.

©S (80028 w) wEsen ySwudens® dwm

(renrLfl@ (SevTBlF) amiagemnt @flwliGLmL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

Madam Chairperson, e®m 012 &8 51088 »eo. 20»
O 0@m O OBIDY B OB, OO ¢BHDo,
°®m AINOBIEO B B Bwecr. OO »OY wdwnr
8OO B8 WO @¢TIHO. W EHOIE B 199B & -
“50B8B00wmsd 85 e¢mmO »EsI- MoU om afesy
WO LTI HOBO G® B¥vn, J¥ed ©®sT @bnw
e®m8 Bwer. ©8 uwEE BOTHO® »O wdwew. ©©
I3, @@ woBREem ©Bw B HOB e®m» BORDICOD
oYest Bur. ©® Sm» Bver e¢sIm®. e® MoU o= sign
WO dewsy ecwd 0dstes’ e@mB.  Knmssinded
NEOMOOED w®ITN @O 95y  8dD euimrIds. Om
ety CODE 171 9s¥mrdr. »0 s nBsy »0x SOOE
4 ou¥md. 0 oFeBs @enm 9uIm. O
S5 2R5T DS M e 8Bewd @Il @® MoU demsy
gcned mostesy, d Bugecsn edmeds’ e ImHid o®
208 @I Bwm Om. Im 8gedB emdes.

@B mdme »OB, @6 ©® Rwy comparable
treatment ®2 @Oen, § e eI O 8@dDwexs @O
MoU om ww gdwn 8890 suBwe dbe gifes’ m»0cs
9008, Beuv® Dimddamws BIe »D¢sOx S violate
®Oens) 98810 wmdh ¢ Hwxs hard decision &» »O8 el
Cwd OI»0 Bgeed. & added O §EE mOied
wensy oY 88w 6O M1 B ARE, BHIDND B @O0
Bedny aswymd o BnE ACE ¢od 988 :88m 80
BBTHO 5O HEBWO 00 OBLBID Vv BHIO WBIH
OB BEodg o Bnc »O8 - e®um¢ 8 project mosTes?
economic growth &= - I o> AEE OB 0® Boewws
@0ens 38 988wl Wi yem® Hoed.

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Bwmo

(revrfl@ (HevTHS)) apiag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Madam, just give me one second. It is our
Adjournment Motion.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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It being 6.30 p.m.,THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
18th December, 2024.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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