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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC - Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)
Hon. Speaker, I present the Annual Report of the
Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka for the year 2022.
I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Just and Law-Abiding Society.
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Thursday, 20th June, 2024.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Ministerial
Consultative Committee on Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms on -

. Regulations made by the Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under
Section 61 read with Section 45 of the Judicature
Act, No. 2 of 1978 and published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2360/22 of 27th November,
2023; and

. Regulations made by the Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under
Section 61 read with Section 45 of the Judicature
Act, No. 2 of 1978 and published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2371/13 of 13th February,
2024,

which were referred to the Committee.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo
(omewrLil@ (SevrHF) aniayg & FAsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Committee
on Public Finance on the -
(1)  Resolution under the Supplementary Estimate No.
1 0f 2024;

(i) Regulation wunder the Casino Business
(Regulation) Act, No. 17 0f 2010; and
(iii) Report of the Independent Remuneration

Committee on the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
Salary Revision 2024-2026,

which were referred to the said Committee.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I need to explain very briefly the Central Bank salary
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asked the Minister of Labour and Foreign

Employment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

the countries to which Sri Lankan workers
have been sent for employment in 2023
with the intervention of the Government;

the number of workers sent to each such
country, separately;

the number of Sri Lankan workers who
have gone for foreign employment without
an intervention of the Government in 2023;

the total foreign exchange remitted to Sri
Lanka by the workers engaged in foreign
employment during that year; and

the programme that has been devised to
send skilled Sri Lankan workers for foreign
employment in future?

(b)  Ifnot, why?



1085 2024 &8 19

OG5, OMB® NNBBENS v (WOW™S ¥ Bede
dBwo g@am1n@)

(omewor Ll weeg BrewrTwEETy - CFTL  WHMID
QeusflBrL_ B CousweveuTiiliL] HeHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara- Minister of Labour and
Foreign Employment)

OO DOIBNGHROA, OO yE» WO BENJ e®edi.

(@) 1) & oo deodn euwdd BEB wdurenns O8sY
Bedn dBws e § CroBm 0ddmwsy @wd
W0 @B COOE eswm w88 @d.

Ty ©@I8wD
ee3025)3
EgowEe

& CODE wewr nOB G BRwO a8 & B
eED®WsY @wWE B BeRsIes.

8 G Beden dfice GEI8 (ydoBm)
©6@0® 8853 dedn dfiwee wews § Coodm
euEDmWsY @wWd WS i} COOE wwm 888 @d.

80858 gdoda
DO
@838y
Bowdyyo®
5250538

Olesry @bod OB Corsrse
Cr30®

ea8yyed
©EwIBwWD
©c208m
e ©IBWD
G1e®B 6D
e83w0d

IO GISINE[IN)

(i) & cowo Bedn eeddr BB ma8wins 8y
Bedaond &8 y@ienwn

oo 5®oenw

R @80 6,377

53025y 601

Egowce 828

8 y®rewes 7,806

& ¢2@ dnewsy 2023 dsede BomS wdo
Aoy, ©S IBHDDL.

Bedn dfiwr JuI8 (3doEm) 6010 O8xy
Bednond g y@igns

co SO
DR @00d® 08
DeDOB 09
@838y 46

(RROISEIeTd) 11

(iii)
(iv)

)

1086

82302063 12
Orstessy @0od OB Coesrses 02
Gr88c0d 59
eoByed 253
®EwWEw@ID 02
©c08m 03
Gy ©208wd 221
G1e®@B 6D 06
38w 14
0®eEa)ID 17
80 y& i 663
289,187 @.

2023 D&zedd Sedavn 9O cdven oC®
e®8mmy ethed 8Cwm 5970 @
Bedmdr. & =RBuestess US Dollars 5.9
billion. & §8eE 88wm 1,951 dnewsy
wcHsy @05,

850 @@ OB e® gdwed wcwsy WOBIB
Ry, vuBe gfoided OO e® g iNsR®
0 0D Do 9 0® emWE -vudw
©560 EOEWIO- G E®Tr) @S IEwWD
11.3m @ees Seodaonn g8mwsy gud &0
Beads) 30. @® JO g@i5ed D19e eDEed,
@0 ¢w B8CE BOBIBY O Bwy @DEed -
@G Y0¥ dw BeEs campaign moy
eDRIeD- ©® Jed BBysTed ¢» DEEH,
Bednnn @8mwusy HD08 @bvewsy O
Bedmds, ¢e@8mm ethcd dCwm 11.3»

S,

8 B @Omwus’ Yy Drewsy ®anldd
@Y ©aEO ©xNOD dBwr wewr dednrn
®@d.

©anEO @O dBW ®EHI  ©WIBwWD,
Sy, SGnEe, 8.08y0®, ©Ew®BwD,
©E208® ww O eude MEwed CODEO
8 rBmwus’ 8O0 wm and, §O® Dm0
O® dBwo 83CH BB GBHO BYD BEWBT LR
800@0 OBsT O o od.

01. @m08wizmy dfiweo w@ewo womo N
23506 D2 @m0, emBwr) Bwvnd By
OO dBwo wewo @B Gw wewo B
10 oxollm gneds Eh od.
@300 SO WIOYR) LEWI BB GBHO
50 a@m0D Gne gEnd w Gyedd Em
05 gends o 20 nEx RYsTed
RECE O188yen BIO 8¢ WO C1ed.

02. Sgpwe 0w e & oo 0w gmd @
W06 o gdedddm DO amD Iy
e wHedyped dBwe wewo &
CooBmwst 8O mS w85 Cred.

a8 Wedyed dBws wewr v eved
e D5mw BIO wew & 07
RO @m0 eEOE D o &
ROTed WwEm DS BILO WO
OB CeR.



1087

208Ee®xInd

[0St @58 ByBNBHS Owmn |

92830 Hedped dBwo wewo e
@8m&B5Y @30 91O wewo S Sesw
B8BsY 00D CAB DayBw 88wleenwsy
00 g®»BsY ©® dBws wews endds
05 CAD gm0, AYST wewo & 022 esd
B0eBm »HOR®Ce RO -
induction course - G ¢y CEd.

Sgpuced wisn ewdr diwe wewo ws
30 BEyGige 085wy  ewg
2300005 01601900 ey NVQ Level 3
3ol wnBmws G 8 Bdwe ¥n gmd,
& aw wcw S 45m gyeds Seoda
©tddr BB m8woenw ©Sn G @f.

03. ey dBwo wews @w@Om §wd wowo

04.

5w G &, R I ace SwindEsY
0@ B3O wewo § oo Beda ewd
BB mobwoern  @de  Ewosded
G 1428 eewo mbwred Swedsy
S5y 9B e VDR SOFDIE®D
@B gm0, BusY Wy B &
©8m8sY 5,000 38 BE® 008 qcPen
©d.

80 a@»CD, Hpusind  ®»OW®™S
w8y -IOL-, eomssims @8mwsy
8C § oD@ O® O @D @®
D000 8B mO? R0 meo,
o) ewdm Wednn e ¢
e BBO wew ¢ BIOO. Yy &
8EW L8 WM. @8ume, Kaw @O
@ DI GOy yiemw ad®
DOE0; DHINC WO BYBID 09y DB
@8 WO, qed Ced care economy
O edmedsy i cFvems OB
OO  »CY® cHeswes a8
&a0®% S Beasrda.

880 Bedndc (014¢®, w¥mom e
OB) NGO CA e CAIBDY GwD &
Comn dedn e BEWB mdwierwn
wOen Bwisd.d BBE O8sY OO ol Ot
Wedy wcwr guwds e 80 8Eae¢
m8wrenn B85 adeens WD CAB
g, o085 Dt ByenioRsy 83
ewom 83w Bodn dBw e @wd
BB @Dedd ed.

OO OB, ©8 ® e
188 WO Ry @®OOS WS
Bedn oD BB mdwiann dmHod
5HD® »OYn meg. DY, Ce e®
5e@d® wogn 8L Wmom Sedar
D) BB mobwenw regulator 8B
WOGR DI, & el 8D mobuwn
00008, Y, o ged wibewes. &
B ¢8 Bw®@mw «der esedolm
&0 @ S0an WO Beamdr. &
30 Gy GoBw ©wd®IBID WSen
Beder. & Ded® bed @wnm;
NAITA &, DadBe wnen admaBw
O goyms wnms &8 s
2DeaIm BDy® - MoUs - 418 mcens

05.

06.

07.

08.

1088

RO wow g0 R WOB YNNG
@®mwsl 38 B8O a8 god®y» WS
Beadmryds. 0@ oCIm gdanmd
c@mnEl; B SIS BO®S
e3:8EE  BHerRINEE  ERIGOD
oiGunsl wmwnme ©wOn OB ©dDEs
ecim @® edeoge owmg 8O o8
e e € adnemed
gBoce BBwO 928ur ey adw@nmo
2o »08 a8 ¢d & DaFBe uye
20092 WO B8 FE WOBIeB,
222 GO 0Dege 0L Y gBNOD HO
©DeEE 0BIEO 2DEB WD) GazICWEO.

Qe dBwo  wewo @B Gwnd
08600®w6d Kio=te1a) esdHE®
PEHDOCEOE ey HIe® gD o
g o end, 8 28m e5IDBm yyewds
5Es% NVQ Level 3 qwed wwBmeont
Ceony deden dBws wcws w®D
ROVl RwEm DERD® HOT) Cred.

veu® O° yy@ESsied Bwimdme
8EacdO omd BBewd ©soww Beodn
Bewddmwds, Sedn Hi®ynsios
ZNOBOO DD wEwo 0D a8 W»OWD
O Beazdl. Online interview SzmBzsy
sded OO @B 98wwd
©@n3C005IBY GO o S BeRmdo.
gemed BBewddx Dwed® online
interview = ®we »OBIO  gyce®
om0 e5Ic GBe® admrws g3 ol
emed 6 BeRHo.

80 a®m0D, @oG8B i wHwd Bedn
dB w0 e DEB@IeE @O GmBO@S
0 Wb e BT @G wowo e
B00@E0 BOTDIeOD BT CADD-.

0o, YOO IO dedrnn 05 GE8®BsT
Wy eud SoBm S»  ecm®
HOBWOHm DS C &8 e
ROYed qm® DEAmw BBOD edaws
Oy 8¢ WO CRIDH.

8OO Dm0 838g ABed® Wedped
dBwo wew Bedaon 05 msimdsy
CHI 8 BV PN BV BOFOR
CRAD.

QWD WEWSY VDR WEW OV
Bood©m O and, OO ynemd 928l
D000 D18egen BOOD ma8wrerws
BOYR OB PO ©® DD O° Ol
OB,

& D10d®, @® mrcehwes O° Sordvewsy
O WOBI Aoy Bedvewsi® oG8
B RED G 89, & Dred® DartBw
RO C 8OO gOMED ©® cDEOE a8
"Beng & o' ORedvm SO g
WOeHD @5, god YO edege oo
83 g®wBsY w6 OB WOBI» YOO,
Y wwBm B, dl0 Wedyed
@085 BiE w00 @BImd. ©®
ced 83» wwBm oF B, 2ddex
Bedned Bug @O@»Bx0 ¢ RPL



1089 2024 &8 19 1090

0 NVQ woBm e 2e® O@
BEedgxw Bedan ewd BB
D8wened @d@cE WO BHwrSOm
edmh. & Besles), dednen DO
D0y OB dwd DS wBHB®
o) G 8o ® DRwVHYE. Comed 835
Bec® g@m8s ©® DafBe ©20©WO
0o So® DR BEedems @® Howo
B ®m WO , ©S OBIEROA.

(20) o1 e S.

®o 3.08.8. o¥meldms Dvmo

(orenr il F.emeu.2f. THaTCFSSHT)

(The Hon B. Y. G. Rathnasekara)

OO0 HOBROB, OO uvgedsl® RVINSD LHBOSTH
0D uEE BEndd e 8® weamTRewsy. ®d
HOBROB, ced D10 BEedg 0® ammdews’ e o®
OOy qud Ddmdewss’ ©@wE credmd.
Bedsewrs’ MOen O, ®CHYD, gRTTeE Ded YodrdE
as g0 Bu vBews 518ME wer. WwCHw yn B8Bud @®
5DCOIC DDOBWBBTO »yed Bedmds. Dodann
DO B SWE e @deonn guiB0 RYsIO
Bedaon 0dms A & D1ed®, Sedavn ey qwds
@8 By dBwd DM gm® EMJ, WOBID uvy,
Comed 83w »HO® I BoesID 3B odOE I
BcedEr Beadmdi. 8000 ¢w 0® e evd Berdsless
»OsYed 9RO D, B BDIC. @® Wi Owo
Brnaes 8¢edEr Beadmd. »HEH, ¥ & s Baeriess,
02E80E0 u8ME med, Bodn 0tdd BB 8w rwd
51 0&wE mew & 5 @HmE ©wOITID Bod®wm Se® BBO
OB B, BBO wH5IEH CreRBTesT BN BWBCI8.

ged oC0® ®wewr ¢sd yodsl & awd Bustm, "g8
GO By, RGBT OO ORH, 880 WO @¢w By
B3 DY VVBHDND Doty 0O dedrvn
e0sim. 0®mm¢, o®ed 80 dxm AW Y I
8@TVewsy BBDwDewsy @rn nPediwew O nE
BosOm 05 AW @80 evemsID) Y. & Bwr BBy
BDCOICBHIO g D, ©F HOAROB, ©ed
8B and ydmw SO 00 VIRSEVET VI
BB, ©® HDG®NC DDOBDBIO ®e ©5NeDBIBY;
OB OGn DO o) B Bwo@e e@imdig tH
0o @wI0eHwWd CB §ay, DDDED vy Py 8w 0O Y
Bean) 8vm0 0@imnie Beo.

O OB 53BN B 2C O

(orerLyLfl@ wenIag BHrewTTWdSSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)

OO OTTEROB, BBw evngm B3O 800 WICenndr
@008, 1985 & coww dodn o BEB mbwienws
eH0 gmd dBwd wewr Comedsl 8Om0 wm Bug
@¢50® Bwirsd8 & w wnd. J, sgDiB Wmdemw. @B
moem®, & wew B0 @enm BedmD, Eomed
Bwirsded, dcw Y ®wnm daews’. dew I C
PBBDBW WO 0w CBB NV BOHE dedrarn BB
yo0sy. Bedn e BEEB mdwrns o® 8E8¢d 1985
PE® P BE® WO, g OHBO @ Gl o
gemRs s ®OW B BOHD. & Dred® wd®DE B8I5
80080 BEB8sY wowed O B8O mom 0Oz, 48
DO OB DndOBwm @O WYY BBYDr SO wxIm

D0 00 gw 8D YO WMODO. W8,
0@ Beam ydme Im 00ed8. edvewnd 83w dddis
WOBIesT, Ce5w BT, DeN® DO Sedn e BuH
288000 ed DCW G GBBHDWBE VWO SedRvn O® OB
©25»0ed8. ®YS; 8 ecders Bwm Om »OB VYT
B wOsSesI. [ D@z By, DD ©BRRD
PBIB). OB & mCe ¢ VO BIHB weries’. e
©¢8d0ws Bedmd. ICH CB PeH® Wi Jedren
e0® WO Ot ICHE CBF PBHD @BVOBD g’ HoWI, &
Bostesy "evwdEied e®w" Bwr B, den® myFHH®
20 med end mYPYS; ¥3 Bwr BDedsf, evd®s O
OsIBocewmed »YS; ¥8 Bwo B, ad wbwEed
IO Bwo BDe, en® awd v 0O BEE o
Om 8g 0O @8 ¢simdy, @ geddm cHe 40=
o B 80 Beadm @D, 0O «dxm. ¢&mo
2eRSDO B CBwsT O »vr 07, OB gL wdxs
ogdon PuInweey OBm 9sim Om. "wdy og®ce
QuEnws G® I OBB" BOD. Sev® ez, BDeDd
DANDICHOD OB, &, deomenw. & Died® D
Ded D O3 - [Gvidr HEEH] ©® o® o> BemO
@D @BIBY. [oids DE@H] By, ¢80 ey BDeD, ded
OO IEDEWO. [Dids BE@I] ¢80 eenBBed ded SO
B0 BDeD, "l 0@ @d® OO I vIHe"
B 0573,

@O0 QBNWD O

(orenTL @ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B0 1) D0 ORI O. [Bds HE@]

®C OMB BNBNGE S OWm

(omessTfl@ Wwening HTewTTILISSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)

y&HG 0D PO BT den, ws ¢ 8D
O5IEn®. o® RBeslest 8By COOm» 3. Send
DoDoznsewd @u¥mDr. & Died Dodimadewd msy B3O
eimds. @8 & gwd afgRndd vxImdl. ®edd WhatsApp
group o= Bedmdn, "Investigation" Bwes. @8 ¢DwmO
©® ded ylocdsy 104, 15 ¢fef0dd gdens yoar's
B8E DO,

N8, 208 Qver 0® D1ed D-HOWO BBy ay
Pen® Ow ®ds REB BvE WOBID; VIROBI RO Bwsmro.
OB, 0@ BBwO ¢DBWO gFgledd ©BILN Y rwhw,
RYBIO ¢ Vv Yh;me, BRLFusTed GeE O gwumd
@ O @dved ¥Odw edxtery mywi @8 ¢DwmO
3BBE YyD@mwuw  aFel-dd osimd. O g@ndd
BE® Sedm ACw CF Bewddn gpunmes ®R8 Ddcw
WO Beadnds m»H® & 58&E w®asiRews’ Hwis®m
@DE, @@ edmemd sy 2000 ¢lm wedwds a8
3ewd8 WO, BE E Bedmn. e® v® omenHO
Oemd DEBHLEW HBO PuvD BOFHens Bw ge.
OeH® IO PG By, DO yfocewd 8BwO
928wl O ©@m WMOMD. Puwnyy OBWO WOY oo
©8®aIRewry BBs HwoodOm »oTm ¢80 BHOedcwH
Bedmn. 0@ Bedm ydmw e@m»&. 0® evidn gw
8E8 g0eon BearTest 3O wdmD Bw1E 00008, Hev®
IO & enFes 88ydnn edE Beastesd emedE
Bu( 922008, OmemD g0 0® oddE ¥y WS vB®
8Ede ydm Bodmdr. Onemd Beode oEd BewB



1091 208Ee®xInd 1092

[0S @ny8 ByvNGE S Bwmn]

80000 wd, 08wl evwd aBWoeHmwWd & wOITTVewsY
Bwo 8o 0B 8¢ y&ny Bedmds. e® more B8EE
REy WO ed@WmOwwd BBEE @0 o, eavewd
DD 15 WO DM, & HOB BBed Bedr) nF¥IDG.
Ben® g5 »OD e® VYL 5 O» OO 0® BEROBLO
WO, ALY 0@m eCH vWyedsy WOBID D8 ecwr Bewo
508, 1985 8 wey Seodn 0D BEwB mibwirnw smm a8
@D MED 8T, BB 018 SR, ¢RO® N& WO, ¢&
oG OB WO wmed WO ¢y 90 emPYdun gdwm
o@ement BBsA 0¢slnedsined Beasiesy. dw wddn
Peo® gud oMt oddF Bwid®m O ot yOOsy
©D&.

OB, ©5 OTEROA, 8Bl 0® edOFDEO gy @dm
Om DeBOsIes] emewIde Bwm Y yadmw Beadmds
@53, 1956 & 8owE 80D Gots1s $80 WO BODL® WO
FNEDR BBICw ¢BIBN. 53¢? I O 3DE OB, HeY®
29edE Beamd. Y evdw §8sE 3.500 e¢mdr BDD®
E5¥ew gBIvN. GO g0 e¢mdr BOH® Eriew Bivn. wHE
edEdD b Bwudd, mxw, ©HE s e e¢md
BOD® B¥ew ¢p¥vn. a8 gneds SHBWH. /@i HELH]
Em »O8, O O T BOD® Ex¥ew ¢uizn. O g@mTD
O 2D OO emwed H3 mm B808Vmcew
#BCE R, 00 0D dowmsy e®DOC BEE YOI ed»D
B BOD® god 8By 8EE o, HhBw 83w
ged 8By 0® odDEOEO @y edmD. BOEE BOHHE, &
W5t @ BOD® Sends ay eDmD. O e® 8w a8
P OedO® gnednm HBwE. "O¢ emisn" BueE BDD® ay
Yemo. "O¢ @O @g®" BOD® gy Pew. 0O 0® BIwWO gy
005 Om edmE HOBTH BHO ed g BHOeS PO,
GG 9¢Co® oI yodsy 8By I8 mOsIm Aoy, Dewd®
B ©® eddE Wt Wi ged B8BLy s e
BB EIO ¢y eOBIesT.

BB ©WB) @D, ERIC] BB @m0, ODEI @¢B @O
8By Rw ay odsies’. B8BLEy s Ve gy ed
Boewsier’. asisy & gy 0d» O DeBOBTH ®mOGYH I
8o 0® 8OITVewsT BB E 18 ®OBIH Jwr.

® 8.08.8. s¥mesmS Dwvwmo

(wresryfl@ 1F.smeu.of. rEeTCsrsa)

(The Hon B. Y. G. Rathnasekara)

OO #@BNOB, ed ¢ and Y@@ e®WB. [&sds
HE50x] ©® O YyE»B @Yed. Dedvewsy dhed & 2w
Be®s) Bgprwecw, em8wd Ded JODEO mO3e wdmo.
edBe drnewsy 98I oldomerwewd -dodvewsy
edBe wdE 8Oy wwnBOd el 888- ¢8wed 41,000
©os’ Y dn MO 08wdd wdsim mIO3w O
DO BB 0® D 020 318HEEs BedmDr. ©d;
HOBNOA, OO Bn5ryds VIND ©® emond H#BEE e
Baeo. o sFeonsy, 80D gw ¢ 0O HOEE g
-00 RIN®O DB eudOEWON 0® v BHODr VD
2v0E OIBOSwWr 5O EHwEwWd WOM, gwdE OBIFOSwe
5O @800 @d»O. #B wd, wdey ¢sd 0®m ecsiesy
mFesd Bees. J ge den® ausim e¥nd @@B. J8e
®Rywr Be®sy ©8wdd w1 FGuEwed «dm OO oo
@O WodBs odamemnrss’ §eC dn WO8xY, OB
D00 WOBsY VIO 0 we®wsf 983w WSO a’s.
000 @500 @D ¢ ¢BTEBY BV

2:8Be@rIned ®meds) oswved OFOosTed BHwo
BDEBB O DO gud BwsIs) ®®©98. Dw goedid wiged
28. e cFs 09 ne Pody s O®HSICw BBHedy
B0, [@is HEO] R e 69 e Lodw culv
OO BRefy @uimds. [Avis HE®] @l owmeny
BOMsOD aw Dews’ aud SBuEEOS ¢slesy Bywr. &
Bostesy S»B. [@wi HEO] dsem dwdiewes’ &sd
CBuEHDS sleny vy Bw e 69 ened Pody ety
0o BBy etmdr. »HPY dVLBODm i DrewsY
GBueH ¢sieny 3wy ¢l 0;mes’ dede OO SBewn
@dBID gugdun ¢sIesy By W

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST By6uTser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 O5EnE, and Y& W gusID.

®S; 8.08.8. s¥mesms ®vm

(oressrfl@ LF.emeu.o5. rHeTCarsa)

(The Hon B. Y. G. Rathnasekara)

Oev® oddE OWFOGTO e¢tes’ FDHO g
BosIes), e®sI5) e@mmO gwugdsn 05TH, @ @®
B8O #1©BO® WO, @B e® BBwWD GO WdBHDI BwWEo
Om POedcwr, DBBcwDewsy @y BOediwr WisIH
BB, [@0dds HE@n] den® O wedt) swved
Ded® DuWved ONFOGHOT ©® gduEdhds ecsTm.
e®ime, el w¥e EPed o® Jed 8By. [Avis HE@]
e® @aRd wesln e 6098 8By odrice ¢ieny
P e38)edsy ©® JOO e®imdr w8 WDwBIB). [Ahids HEO]
Bosen gwdiewsy eI yodw, dede JOOE dfiwe
CH 2® ©80ITVewsI D HyOOHY, @iy OB
288w, Doywicen Beadmd. o 9Ecslesy avvm &
388w, § DoywIcw qud @¢sIm Bwd; Vw 88w ®IsT5)
OB BB, [9ds BE@zI] ©ST DN HROS, VIS
©® ©w0ITVews’ ©1Rvx dsin. 0® @iy @¢m®
2000w, @® mO1en e¢m® OdeR. [vds HEO]

O OBmB BN@2F2S OWm

(omessTyifl@ WeYIONG BTEOITIWISSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)

OG0 OTEYROB, @edy oFsed Ondd ©50edd
BuFdeed ONFHOCEION Sew® Odywe C G Be®
28Bwn BedmrD BwEr AIR®1 ¢35y 057.

g Bw »08 medt) swved O5IFOGIO @@ndd
Boeed a® BRIy 0o  “5nduBn®s
GemoBE, 6O WeI) Bedm ¢DRBLO O B, ¢
g8y 9Ceon Beawtesy. & Burless, O HH,-
[@980 88@w] 9O OB, 0® YEHWO DS ecsim
30D ecrIimemd. @® 6O wesim 88w @88, O
283:08Q3 @3 OBTD BB 2 @BE.

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 #OBR®, AN YEHWO cBS @csID. mEmO
@® yadmw OI&.



1093 2024 &8 19 1094

O OB 5NNGB WS O

(oreTLLfl@ WwenIag BHTesTTIWdSSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)

& ydmwd »O8 c¥md ecsIesy, Od; WOIBNWDHOA.
On® guy od0 »OB B¥HC ecrier’. dn® On» yadmwE
2BINB, 00 DY YEHBWO HDHC eeHB Dy ©s,
B0 DOIBNGDROA. O awy yEHOCO OO o
@50, On& gy yEm OB OWO® 08 cHIHo @,
On® gumd, Sumved OIGDJewn BBwO & yhuiem
C oBed® 88w Bedmbdog, mde Bwee. @9,
208800y OFDJewn 5O, EBID Bewlsmw WO
OvBocewny O, ®8Bed®ROO #BEE Bedsieny
SEm0ed B5Icersy HO BB 0tddwe WOBID aBBwn
On®O Bedmdr. [hds DO »O Dworimend
O n®,

[Goesmed gas 888 9o o GE.]
[y galrnaars s L swerLiuy yEmmLILIL (BHaTans).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

DO, [@0dr DE@] g oImryemT @R,

[Geoemed ga 888 9o oz GE.]
[y gBlrnFers s L swerLig yEmmLILIL (BHarens).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

0. dvFved OWFOGHO & elBwe Bedmdr. o®
28Be0Ined an@Be Bd Jed BB »idBas
0®udmewrsy ey edmn mOBI® Gdes wYewrdnsd EPo
@, & BB s8ddBe 0dmd mieom 00805 »OYD
B ®Om ®ODD. 90850 WO HWo®m OB e
el sved dnoW 059edd, dusved OFIFOCBTOS
Oy 00 & 908 WOYHOERD WIS @¢sID
yOOT; gen vo w®OH WO wvewlnw ecsimy YyOOsT.
@00 OBIFOT BN BR B @D, "WO® W@ wDEAM
DOGROEY @8 owumde eI mOB8" Beeo
DO»OsTed yoda ©wdddmw WosIm @8usy @D
BeamDr. 60 DOITNEDROB, OnOTIE0E dow®
WOBIB YOOI,

OO OTBROB, n@InsIed ¢, dedn dBw Cao
@D @m0 8 BRwWO ¢ ®® dBwr I e¢riesy BwE.
O 8OO Doy msemrn 5ewsy MmOBID vy "Eend
8 Comn" DRwOYD wOer g8 Eomwd Ded wmdl. deod®
0w BEWB mbwrenn & BB 0@ &SmO
B8 Sgould csned 928 RBI® Wedyws wews gd@s
Boen BOwes’ & dhmedd® decdr o, ¢t & gw
8w §HR@d® wy s8Pven DO, g® gw dBwo
©ewo B8O w06 ©(8® s mOE Beadnmrdo. gs SEwmensy
eFGF®eO @m0, @® O» 80 dFEwm 17m0 88
Beadmrydn. 988 E8HSOCOT ¢8 wmb. & B8w0 88
20@s DD RO BLD mSHOn.

50 2®@m0D, IO B OB BBWO® Ved® W®
MW OB HO BOIBTDD Bedm), ®¥ed &) &) BedsTess
eI BBE ¢BI50, 0O ememNEBE em0nT ¢BIBN
OvEy Bewddnwion ¢8 ¢dminwe oo & Bedmdr, 2@
ewddsn eoNEE &80 W0 eitm. & 0O ewddsn
o ©d 80 wOITVews? O o® EEed®sined?
@OmDT® BOD. den® ONBFOCewmO RO ewdBnn
e EE ¥ e¢sIm YOOy D BOD. & amd duFeed

IO Tensy dPndw @nd 08 ewddrn enBEE
0 8@ Bedmd. [&hdr HE@] BAROEO S Bweeo
B Om o gud WOT®  eces v ©®
28Ee®@xnedd e® o BOD. IYBJWE OFFOS 50O
@wldzn 0 (B¥vn. & guens’ Adymows e® Ox 8O 6O
B8 Bedmdr. B, & wonrisy ecws v

50 @@ 0D g8 00d glduw BESrewmw DS Beadmn.
& 08 gdw access  WOBIB YOO @wd WO RS @O
dBwo ®wewr Bwoesded ednimy yodwy. Swvwie ®IBIH Vo
S Beadmd. & Ded 881 Wedy Bedmyd. 0 dmn
005D yOsy.

®S BOE 860w Dwmo
(orevrLfl@ ailwsd afreunien)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIN®O g 2DED Bedmryds 053, ©o; O5IEn®a.
e yEmre & 0DOO® gusIm. [@is HECH] @8 s
B8O WCEw 508 BOsIesI? [Soids BE@H]

®S BOE 86D Dwmo
(oresTfl@ eflwsd afraukien)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@O0 OBIEnOB, I®RY Sgwd @DED Beadmrdo.
[2900 BE@] & DD Rw ydmwsw ewsIm. [&add
D8] ¢l gcosIm. RN @O #BEE
20800 9FEDy 0%, ©0; OBIEREs. & 4D Beam s
©53.

B8 @0dxT wews D5 ww ewddzn P»O: ddno
LI T (1) LI 635T 61 60T LI T 61T 7 5 (61H > B T6¥T HL_63T Bl L_[BIS 61T
aflugid
LOAN SCHEMES FOR DAIRY FARMERS: DETAILS

1092/2024
8. ®0 18@IFw eWs Owmo
(orevsryifl @ FweriMu Canrs)
(The Hon. Samanpriya Herath)
88O @y OBE »EGTm g@isn®ens’ g
y@me - (1):

(@) (1) '"BS Bdecry D8 @ww 0wz DO

©® 02 80 Huwid®m D3¢,

(i) 'BB ewBemeg 1000= BHYEe® D@@dws
wOen 6@ O B0 889D a8 BB evideweg
83002500 @B T,

(il) ©® BB evrBewgdBEEY DbBMO Bdecrw
OB CAB 8l BB @ rerw et



1095 208Ee®5Ind 1096

[0S 0@5I8w e @wvma]

(iv) ©® wdery 928ede 889800 Bwudm BB
@000 830D150D EIOEHE;

(V) o®® ORewdws e
4RO Ch e¢Tenie;

@535y O eV 6K ¢IOIesIE?
(0) o©20 e 0, J Oxie?

a0@s  yBkses

&WHSTPL  wHmID  CQUBHCSTLLE  w&s56lsTlsL

IwIFFmTH CHl L allerT:

(@) () “urev 2 pusd almssl sLer FHiL "

SHBUTE BewL (pewmullsd 2 sirens,
@)  “1,000
Couswag S L id” @)esrHLp

WSS LILIL_(DeiTer

LIT ) LI63OT 6 6307 356 61T SEWLOGLD

@)ssTmerailsd

LT LIsvsTem 63sT S 611651
6TEUTENO 16 WITG] >

(iii) GupLng urHuesTEneTHETO(HHSGI 6UHLTHSLD
2 pusd CFEiwiu®n Sreuls uredsr oerey
wmrgl;

(iv) @)sTELD  THTHTVSHD 96w DEBLILIL_asiTer
LITDLIGISTEn 65T 61T163T 6T6vdTam Idh6m s WIT G,

V) @B Caumessll L sg1se5 Chemeuwiret Bls)

THUTHSST QSTLTdFAms euyphisliLLomT;
STETLIENS Sjsui (B)FFenLid@ Splaillimyr?

( <=1) @)e1Cmev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the "Milk Production Development
Loan Scheme" is functional at present;

(ii) the number of dairy farms set up at present
under the programme to establish 1,000
dairy farms;

(iii) the volume of liquid milk produced by
those dairy farms annually;

(iv)  the number of dairy farms scheduled to be
established under this in future; and

(v) whether the allocations required for this
programme would be disbursed
continuously?

(b) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of archaeological excavations
currently being carried out in Sri Lanka;

(ii)) the aforementioned places are;

(iii) whether the allocations required for
aforesaid excavations/ development
activities are being provided continuously;

(iv) the archaeological sites where excavations/

development activities have been suspended

due to lack of funds; and

(v) the number of proposed archaeological sites
where excavations/ development activities
will be carried out in the future?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform the House -

(1) the places where garbage is disposed of by
each of the local authorities in the Western
Province, separately;

(i) the number of places in the Western
Province where garbage has accumulated
on a massive scale and their locations,
separately;

(iii)  whether he is aware that the people living
in the vicinity of those places have had to
face many environmental problems; and

(iv) the measures that will be adopted for
solving such problems?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House of the -

(i) date of completion of the construction work
of the Medawachchiya Trade Complex in
Anuradhapura;

(if) cost incurred on the construction of that
Trade Complex; and

(iii) measures to be taken to open that Trade
Complex soon?
If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Labour and Foreign

Employment:

(a)  Will he inform the House of the -

(1) number of branches the Sri Lanka Bureau
of Foreign Employment has;

(i) number of training centres functioning
under the Bureau concerned; and

(iii) courses that are conducted by the said
training centres;

(b)  Will he also inform the House of the -

(i) number of skilled and unskilled workers
who have gone abroad in each of the years
from 2020 up to now, separately; and

(i) countries which have requested for skilled
and unskilled workers at present and the
number of such workers, separately?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(%) (@

S No Year Skilled Unskilled Total
1 2020 39713 13985 53698
2 2021 91023 31882 122905
3 2022 207369 103583 310952
4 2023 208546 89057 297603
5 2024.01.01 89970 35427 125397
2024.06.03
Total 636621 273934 910555
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization

and National Policy:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the -

(1) approved carder for the Inland Revenue
Department;

(i) the number of employees who are assigned
to and employed by the Inland Revenue
Department and the number of employees
assigned to the Combined Services,
separately;

(iii) amount of monthly salaries and allowances
paid to executive grade officers, non-
executive grade officers and junior
employees assigned to the Inland Revenue
Department according to each position,
separately; and

(iv) amount of monthly salaries and allowances
paid to executive grade officers, non-
executive grade officers and junior
employees assigned to the Combined
Services according to each post, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya - Minister of State
Plantation Enterprises Reforms and State Minister of
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asked the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) whether approval has been granted to
import birds to Sri Lanka;

(ii)  if so, the countries for which approval has
been granted to import birds;

(iii)  whether criteria relating to Avian Influenza
have been considered when granting such
approval;

(iv) the other criteria considered when granting
that approval; and

(v) the measures that will be adopted in the
event of the spread of Avian Influenza, if
the birds that are to be imported pose the
risk of the spreading the disease?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that the
ornamental fish exporters are in severe
difficulty owing to the increase of
electricity tariff;

(i) the number of ornamental fish exporters in
Sri Lanka;

(iii) the revenue earned through the export of
ornamental fish from 2019 up to now,
separately for each year; and

(iv) the programme implemented to protect the
ornamental fish industry?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Speaker, -

@O0 OIBNBHD S
(orenTfl@ FUTHTWST Deuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®D, ©0 YOBIBOBT OBIF 0.

©0 8.8, 30T BSET Swmo
(omevorLyLl@; 6TiD.6T. &rLofbglredr)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

Sir, I just want to very quickly focus on an important
issue, but not on the contents of the Determination on the
Gender Equality Bill. That Determination has already
been given.

Sir, there is a very unfortunate process that has been
started in this Parliament. A few months ago, in passing
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the Online Safety Bill, we saw several Clauses that were
determined to be requiring a two-thirds majority being
passed in Parliament with a simple majority and that Bill
had been made into law. The Hon. Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms, in the Debate
thereafter, kept on saying that there was nothing that had
been breached, but I have listed, at least, six matters that
had been breached. One is, for a second or a subsequent
offence, the penalty was doubled. The Supreme Court
said that that cannot be done and it requires a two-thirds
majority. But, it had been passed like that and it is for the
first time that it happened.

But, now, this has become a trend. The second time it
happened was yesterday, when the President came and
said, “We do not have to follow this Determination”. This
is a very serious trend that he is pushing for and the
reason, we suspect, is that very soon, there is going to be
a piece of legislation introduced to this House to amend
the term of the President and that of Parliament, to extend
those from five years to six years. And Article 83(b) of
the Constitution, which we could not amend by the
Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution because that
itself would have required a Referendum, states "over six
years". But, the President is actually occupying a space to
complete the term of former President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, which is for five years. Therefore, in case the
Supreme Court determines that that Bill which might be
brought in future also requires a Referendum in addition
to a two-thirds majority, the President is now paving the
way not to comply with that Determination which might
come from the Supreme Court and to pass it with a two-
thirds majority by bribing the MPs, allowing to complete
their one full term and to have their pension et cetera. So,
that is the reason why the Determination on Gender
Equality Bill was taken up; it had nothing to do with
gender equality. So, Sir, this is a very dangerous trend
which has commenced in this Parliament and as Speaker,
you need to be very careful about that.

Then, that word “ cannibalism” was not about
encroaching into another person’s territory. I think the
President said it in the context of the Supreme Court
eating their own judgments; he cited some judgments and
said that they were eating their own judgments. I think it
is in that context that he said "cannibalism", an
unfortunate use of the word, I agree. He should not have
used that word. But, Parliament has to comply with the
Constitution, not the President or the Judiciary. The
Constitution very clearly states that once a Determination
of the Supreme Court on a Bill is given, that must be
complied with. Otherwise, it does not become law; even if
the Hon. Speaker signs it, it does not become law.

Therefore, it is a very dangerous trend that has
commenced and it had been done yesterday also with the
ulterior motive of bringing in something to Parliament in
the future.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You have 12
minutes.

[2.08 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman - Minister of Water Supply

and Estate Infrastructure Development)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I would like to
take this opportunity given to me to actually make a
clarification. I think everyone has been aware of what
took place or transpired recently at Pedro Estate under
Kelani Valley Plantations. I had remained silent till now
because I did not want to refute something that was
already false; it is a complete falsified narrative that was
sent around. Therefore, I think it is high time that I issue a
clarification. I hope the Hon. Members in this House,
rather than playing politics with a marginalized
community, would accept the situation and come forward
to find a solution collectively.

Apart from the issue at Pedro Estate managed by
Kelani Valley Plantations, there was also an issue in the
Uda Radella Estate, which too belongs to that plantation
company. In the Uda Radella Estate, close to 298 workers
were striking for 30 days because three people were
stopped from work unfairly. Those 298 workers - I beg
this House not to look at them as workers, but as
breadwinners of 298 families who are trying to educate
their children - had been striking for close to 30 days!
Why was that? Because there was an issue when the
company decided to plant coffee. Again, I would like to
refute any claims made by the plantation companies or the
Planters' Association that we were against the planting of
coffee. I will assure you that being the largest tea estate
union in the country, we are not against mechanization,
we are not against a productivity-based model and are not
against crop diversification. But, I would like to remind

everyone that there are 40,000 hectares of uncultivated
land in the plantations in this country. Coffee can be
planted in uncultivated land. Why should tea be uprooted
to plant coffee? Even if that is the case, a discussion
should have taken place. Repeatedly, the workers in that
estate had requested the manager for a discussion, but
that discussion did not take place, and by force, the
company tried to plant coffee.

For all those who may claim that, at the end of the
day, it is the company’s prerogative, it is their choice, 1
would like to remind that the tea estate is completely a
different kettle of fish. When it comes to the tea estate,
those people have been working there for nearly 200
years as a family, generation after generation. They
educate their children with the daily wages they get from
plucking tea. And the plantation company wanted to
uproot the tea with the malicious intent of just depriving
the workers of their Rs. 1,700 daily wage. We had
requested for a meeting repeatedly; the Labour
Commissioner had also requested for a meeting
repeatedly to have a discussion. But, the companies
refused to adhere to that and they wanted to plant coffee
by force.

That is where a lot of assumptions had been made
when narratives had been falsified. For example, an
allegation had been made by the company against those
three workers. I would like to remind everyone here that
out of those three workers, only one belongs to my trade
union and the other two who were also affected are not
from my union. There is no politics here; there is no trade
union bias here. Against those three workers, there was
an allegation that they had said they would assault the
backhoe driver and the Assistant Manager who were
working there. And, who are the witnesses to that
incident? The Assistant Manager and the backhoe driver!
All we said was, there needs to be a fair inquiry. I did not
say that they have to give back the workers their jobs; I
said there needs to be a fair inquiry, but that was not
heard upon. They sacked the workers unfairly. Which
field or which industry in this country can unfairly sack
whoever they want to just to teach a lesson and get away
with it? Why does the Labour Law not applied to those
RPCs? It is because the Agreements that had been signed
back then are so weak. Those had given the companies
total autonomy over the plantations. Today, if an NGO
wants to go to the plantations, they require permission
from the companies. Today, if the Government wants to
build a toilet in a plantation, they require permission from
the plantation company. Why? Are those plantation
workers not citizens of Sri Lanka?

When this happened, we had a two-hour meeting at
the GA’s Office in Nuwara Eliya, at the Labour
Commissioner's place. I would ask any Member of this
House who is concerned about this matter to take the
minutes of that meeting and have a look. In those
minutes, you would find that, at the meeting, we had
proved to the comany that all what they did was wrong
and finally, when the CEO realized they are at fault, he
said - it is recorded in the minutes - “We do not come
under a court of law.” They cannot claim that they do not
come under a court of law. They are a Regional



1191 208Ee®5Ind 1192

[06; 805 emedR®sY Owmo |

Plantation Company that is benefitting through State land.
So, that should not be encouraged. They do come under a
court of law. Finally, what happened was, when we were
leaving the GA's office, the manager of that particular
estate had an argument with the workers. Mind you, I was
not there and the CCTV camera footages of the GA’s
Office are there. So, there was an argument and following
that argument, when those workers asked me what to do, I
told them, “Please go and complain to the police. Follow
the procedure.” When they went to the police, they were
kept out standing. Then, the CEO of the comapany had
instructed 50 of his superintendents to come there. They
went into the police station and lodged a complaint
against those poor workers. I would like to reiterate, the
Kelani Valley Plantations belong to the richest man in this
country, a presidential candidate, and he is filing cases
against 35 of the poorest workers in this country. Where
is justice in that? Where is equity?

And as how the media had portrayed it, I did not storm
the police station nor did I storm the estate. We took trade
union action. After taking trade union action, when I went
to that estate, it came to my notice that workers were
forcibly being held inside the factory. I brought it to the
notice of the Nuwara Eliya Police, but nothing was done.
So, I had to go and get them out. Similarly, I did not hold
any CEO hostage. I have video recordings of it; there is
proof. I sat and had a civil discussion with him. He
claimed that he was taking 27 pills of medicine.

First of all, why would you have somebody who is
taking 27 pills of medicine, someone unfit like that
running your company? I do not understand that. But,
anyway [ sat and had a civil discussion with that
particular CEO. In fact, there is even a video recording of
me telling him, “You are free to leave at any given point
of time. Please do not misunderstand how this situation
has come up, but we want a solution for these 298
workers”. There was no holding of hostage, as the media
portrayed, there was no assault that took place and there
was no damage to person or property. Mind you, there
were close to 600 workers standing there. Six hundred
workers were standing outside the factory for nearly four
to five hours, demanding justice. And, what did the
Planters’ Association say? They said that they were
drunk, that Jeevan Thondaman was with a drunken mob.
There were 600 workers, among whom there were many
women. We have video proof of it all. They were
standing there quietly; there was no such ruckus.

But, where the issue got out of hand, I will tell you.
Sir, it is not illegal in this country to get angry, if I am not
mistaken. I, with my limited experience of running trade
union discussions, and the Hon. Member Sujith Sanjaya
Perera, who is here - he is a planter and also a senior trade
unionist - even with his experience can openly say in this
House that never has the police interfered in a trade union
discussion between the employers and the employees.
And, while I was sitting there and a discussion was going
on between the union and the employers, one Mr.
Ekanayake, the Acting ASP walked in, sat on the side of
the company representatives and started negotiating on
behalf of the company. How fair is that? When people

who are supposed to protect you start oppressing you,
what can you do? There was a directive from the former
IGP in 2022 that the police cannot interfere in trade union
discussions unless there is a criminal issue. Police have
no right to go and tell the workers, “If you do not stop
your trade union action and go to work, we will arrest
you”. Will they say that to any other trade union,
regardless of which field it belongs to? So, that is exactly
what happened. Following that, yes, those three workers
were reinstated, which we appreciate.

On the second day, I was told that there was a
complaint filed against me. I would like to remind you,
Sir, that I am a lawyer as well. I did not barge into the
police station and say, “Oh, how can you file an entry
against me? No, no, remove it!” [ cannot say those things.
I went and asked the police officer there, “Is there an
entry filed against me and the other workers?" It is my
right to know that as a Sri Lankan citizen. But, after that,
certain media, maybe, having political bias or bias
towards the companies - I say certain media and if the hat
fits, they can wear it - decided to falsify the narrative and
assassinate my image. I can give everyone a small
example. If you look at certain newspapers, they reported
“Planters were assaulted" and so on, all falsified news.
Then, if you turn the pages, you would find a full-page
advertisement from the Hayleys worth a few million
rupees. Realistically, as a trade unionist, I am sorry, I
cannot give any full-page advertisements. But, at the end
of the day, I still believe in ethics of journalism and hope
they are being upheld. I would just like to tell everyone
that for my actions as a Minister and as a public servant,
over which all those voices criticized me, I will take
responsibility. But, at the same time, I would ask where
were those voices which criticized me when Sahan
Rathnayake, an assistant estate manager in Matale,
evicted a family, breaking down their 8§ x 8 temporary
shed? You could hear a child screaming inside that.
Where were those voices then, the voices for justice?
Similarly,one Manager, Mr. Lasantha Silva, of the
Agarapatana Plantations - [ am going to name and shame
the company because that would not bring down the
quality of the "Ceylong Tea" brand, but only the poor
quality of work and lack of dignity for the labourers
would - had given false instructions to a worker at the
Planters' Club, who refused to follow that. And, what did
the Manager do when the worker refused to follow it?
He took that worker, assaulted and put him in a
refrigerator! Where were these voices for justice then?
Similarly, the Kahawatte Plantations in Ratnapura hired
15 thugs to go and beat up one particular worker who
refused to follow instructions. Once again, yesterday, the
Hon. Buddhika Pathirana had also mentioned a similar
situation in Galle. Where were all these voices then?
Please apply the same standards to all the other incidents.
Exploitation of workers must stop and I will start naming
and shaming these companies because when you ask
them about the Rs. 1,700 wage, they say, “No, we gave a
proposal", "We gave this and we gave that.”” T will
honestly tell everybody - the planters should know, the
Colombo Tea Traders’ Association should know and
everyone should know - the reason for the mess we are in
today. That is because of one individual, Mr. Roshan
Rajadurai.
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When we, as the Government, and the trade unions of
the ruling party and the Opposition requested them time
and time again saying, “Let us come to a productivity-
based model”, they kept refusing it. We have evidence of
it. They refused to come for negotiations and meetings.
And, when we went to the Wages Board, they refused to
come for those negotiations as well. Finally, they said,
“No, we are willing to raise it only to Rs. 1,200.” Why
did they not do it then? This is the second time it
happened. At the end of the day, we would support a
productivity-based model, but we cannot support
exploitation of workers.

Lastly, I would just like to say that when it comes to
the issue of wages of the tea estate workers, as a member
of the largest trade union in the country, I do not believe
in the daily-wage model. There needs to be a productivity
-based model. But, right now, what is it that we are faced
with? The ego of the planters. Because of that, the
workers are suffering, the planters are suffering and the
industry is suffering. One thing that they constantly
mention is that giving a fair wage, giving Rs. 1,700 is not
sustainable for the industry. If the industry has to sustain
itself on poor working conditions and lack of a fair and
decent wage, then we do not need that industry.

Finally, let me do some simple mathematics before I
wind up my speech, Sir. If you look at their daily wage, it
was increased to Rs. 1,000 in 2020, which was US
Dollars 7 then and when we went through the economic
crisis, that US Dollars 7 devalued to US Dollars 3. What
we are saying is, give that same US Dollars 7 now. That
is fair enough. So, at the end of the day, everyone knows
who has profited. Therefore, I urge this House to look
into that matter. Also, I will claim responsibility for my
actions, provided the same degree is given to each and
every stakeholder in this country.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan. You have
10 minutes.

[0 2.21]
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Sir, I believe the only country which does not respect
its own Constitution is this country. The Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution has been continuously
refused to be implemented, not only by this Government
but also by the previous Governments. They
continuously refused or rejected to have the provincial
councils functioning. By that, what they are doing is
disrespecting the Constitution. That is what I believe; not
only me, but the whole world believes that. Because of
that only we had to make representations to the
Governments of India and America, the UN and the
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UNHRC. We have been going everywhere making
representations because the governments of this country
have been continuously refusing to have elections to
allow the provincial councils to, at least, function. So, I
do not think that will satisfy the aspirations of the Tamil
people. Personally, I do not think so. Therefore, what I
say is this.

@)g1 proteysGagid D wEsehewLW  CaTllsens
sen&EGF sfuwTsauraug Gumrgi. We have continuously
asked the Government to implement this. syerme, wrgs
wrPl gl Aé@ eumsleiTn peuGeuri GrerThispd gCGHT h
STIenTEmesF 6lFmeved, @ewsd OClFunurws dHGurl (hdb
QareniCL eumpdleTmgl. P edlsd LFlTEAPSTDTOUSI F(HdHSHF
FlLgws YuewwTssd CFwhHuBSSHICuTD 6T TLTTS6T.
Ulssteurii, FL L (pld PpBIGLD, BV FTTHS BSTTHIGEN6TS
ST (PIGWITF] 6TOHTUTT S61T. F)emeu yrdwevsnoliLilsd @) mdaslerm
oflagwriser! Brisst 9ysé Gonphss Provincial Councilsg
PUWBIGLD, Bl  FTihG
B BTTBISHEDETL Lig Lrig wimsGeugyiid QULPBIGH IS D S
umiitiL ssHLBID. BleVD FTThS B BTTBIEHEDNTS H(Housl eV,
FLLIPD QPUBIGLD FTTHS YBSTTBIHDNS & [Heug Gevr
6Thg 1 Llygflemesruid (3)svemev.

B uBISmauSST,  FLL (1PLD

6TRIGEHED LI ST Fwed wWrliiled LomaTesT FemLidendsolsesr
@ pe&HeTm FLLPD PUBIGL 6TeTUSI, GHT LHELMHW
BTHGefey @) HboHbdaiqw LIl eV,  Gmllurs,
@hFlwrailesr sl Briged @) hdbHdbdniquw Glumedlsrv wrgi
UL, HYPsEGHHE sTeiTy sowTar6lsTh GluTedley subgad B
6TETLIHEVEV. QUL & &, HlPdhGHHE& 1G spmeui Blwibléssiin@eur;
YUBHSGHHELD  Guredlev  @QUIBIGLD  TOTMISTET  |Flev
Bh&HdTmG. H @evmienst Quredlley LewLulleT (m
uGSHCw flwu, @ Sefll UL W, @ewg euTHsT
Qs fbgIsTer  woudbBlHSSDTiHeT. SO  LHHEHDL W
YLNVTmaGHDOTLI L THHOF IS 191 allGSH0 HFlBTrLd
UTeUeUTHEHemeY  CBETELILSST  peVidSTesT  (B)bd BTl 1g60
BTBIGET QIUITHETTSTT eueTTFFlenutds &TesT (LpLgufLd.

6TIRISEDETL Qurmidseraisv, HLpds 36D
Qur@merrary  FHwWTHEI L, eTHs6leurH suariddlenuwiuid
gHUBSS WPiywTs BlewevewwCu @) mEHlaTngl. LeubG LW
SOIPTHET — LVT  FhISsEHOLIW  (1pFHeS HoHemer  @)miE,
QFusH&GHS SWTITS @) (HHSTEID, Hj6uidEHds@ LOETLILIWLILD
Qosdspgl.  JpTOIZ,  FESEDLW P55 HHEHSE
GTETGITOUTEGLD  6TeTM  LWID  eUTHEhHE @) HHHTDSI.
ISBIDTEHSITIOI), BT6T NI, 6TEHTENIHL W BESITLIT §p(HeUT
BBg YseSH OFiw wpuweTnCUTEI, Sjeuhdha@ G&TEbLiley
UL gL sel allFlssiiu Lear. sevLdulled, “ereir  @)ews
South@)ev Qi wpywirg?” sTearm B HHS PT Sy SHsmil
euflib Gasl_Lmymid. @uiLiquwrer allagwbisensr Blmidgieu
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BeVClVEITERT S WS aflewBdds (Lpigu|Lb.

6TIBIS EHEM Ll D& & 6T

BT 6TeWGd: Fn) 6U(HBCMEIT 6THTMTEY, DYdd &GWMHBSSHI
LRTHID LOTHTENT FDLSHEDET ()1 EHUSNEBTET HL_61Gd6H
senem CHelETsiTer CeusdT(H)LD 6TTMISHT6IT. GldB6TT6U FrlofhgyesT

jeuiserTsy Oarepteuriiul L. wreTent Femu GHise0HsT
(Fmssn) FlLpbms gpp, g Cpriild Gbss
FeoLulled allourdlss, aursECs@UU@TL TS ms5  Blewm
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If you do something to make the Tamil people believe
that they are also part of this country and they could trust
that these candidates would do something good in future
and would definitely treat the Tamil people as equals
only they would happily take part in the Presidential
Election campaign.

®S Bewdss 002 eswrsBn®r

(oressryfl @ G wohsellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

O EOB0d® BFEOsY Dvmo

(orerLfl@ HLeNBIGLD FdGTidd6sr)

(The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan)

Therefore, in future, you have to do that. Then only
the Tamil people would feel that they are part of this
country.

Thank you.

® Bewdsns 002 eswsBn®r

(oressryfl @ & wosellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Next, the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Kins Nelson to the Chair?

@0 (e00es) 6odd vhden Pum (WEST® g@im»

3% @39 ¢®oms0)

(wreryflEg  (weugdw  sewrBHlgl)  rGwey

WBHCSTV HEPDLFF[HLD FHTHTT SeHLOFS(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Industries

and Minister of Health)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Kins Nelson do now take
the Chair.

uglyesr -

G S8z &Y, et @@z Sa.
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmYIs CIBmeemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

eWGO @0 Bowls 0w 6wesHn@ Geemewssy
@02 Howsy, wd; Botd em ey Cwmr §Eoesz100;8) Sas.

YSOTLIDG, WIS Gupssafler gl gallFreri
YUTHET  YSBTTFISH 0Ty — YFVGe,  LOTTLILG — BBV
GUBEVFSIT Y 6UIT 56T HENEVEOLD 61| TIT 61T

Whereupon THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left the
Chair, and THE HON. KINS NELSON took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)
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Whereupon THE HON. KINS NELSON left the Chair, and THE
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Hon. Prime Minister, the other day, the Rs. 1,700
daily wage published in the Gazette Notification had been
ordered by the Court of Appeal to be given to the estate
workers. Today, the RPCs have gone to the Supreme
Court against that Order. So, this is the way they are
treating our people. We are Sri Lankan citizens; we are
under this Government. The Government leased out only
State lands to the RPCs, but the RPCs think that the
workers had also been leased out to them. They are
treating the workers in a different manner. So, against
that, you all - the Hon. President, the Hon. Prime Minister
and the Cabinet - have to take some action. It is a huge
problem because they are giving our people not only
stepmotherly  treatment,  but are also ill-treating
them.

6TBIGEHOL W Gsemyeuld LTEHSSEILL 1 HSEDS. &)6Tm
CQuU@BHCHTL L Biseflsy CariL g Ggrifleorerigsst i (HLosvsy,

LG SSUTHEHD @) (hEHBSTDTTISHET, YIFThIGS 6Ty
QeiiueuisEpd @) HbSeTmmrissr. eususrey GUHsL W
wrerw, wllwurenswd QuUEBHCSTL LS  sSbuesisarTsd

@ yssLLBESTDGl. sCou, QLBHHCHTL L & HibLesl%Emds @,
TBITTH QYIFTHISD FLU L L eulghens sT(Hdhds Gauenr(hlLd.

Sir, only five people have been ruling the estates in
ten districts. Those estates are in Avissawella, Kegalle,
Ratnapura, Monaragala, Badulla, Matale, Nuwara Eliya,
Kandy, Kalutara, Deniyaya and Nakiyadeniya in Galle.
They are being managed by 22 plantation companies in
name only, but only five people are there in their director
boards; only five gentlemen or “mudalalis” are handling
the estates in those areas and one of the “mudalalis” is
already here as a Member of Parliament. Sir, 16,000
hectares of land in those estates, government property,
have been abandoned by those companies. So, please try
to do something for that. The steps you have already
taken, we appreciate and thank you for that; you all have
been doing a lot. Even my brother, the Hon. Jeevan
Thondaman could not tolerate certain things that were
happening in the estates. There are matters which we
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have to discuss and sort out, but now, the situation has
gone beyound that. Those companies are penalizing our
people. So, I humbly request you all to take this matter up
at the next Cabinet Meeting and also take some action
against the RPCs. We have to cancel their leases also
because we cannot work with them. All the industrial
disputes are now being settled by the police stations.
Now, industrial disputes are not being handled by the
ACLs and the DCLs; those have gone to the police
stations. So, Hon. Prime Minister, please  take
necessary  action.

9,5G6, TG LEHBHEHHL I LTSHISTLL, J6uTHEHeDL
Qprifled LTHSTLIL, euTHEHewLW @)(HLIL], HjeUTHEHEDL L
Flbuer 2 wirey ereruet QT 2 Mw HL augdbenssemer
IDSS IWFFTMUS Inl L GBlV Gsergey Lirsw ohgf
IeUTHEHD YTFTHRISWD THEHS Couanr(Helwerds GCsl(hd
Qasret(®), FhsTLILISSHISE BT gn D, Blewmey6lFiisleiT@medr.

Thank you very much.

OO o306 OTE®0
(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, you have two more minutes left.

®S 8057 @20edDO5T w0
(orewrL)fl@ efeusit G\gressTL_LOM6T)
(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Sir, can I take those two minutes?

O § o306 O En®

(omevsrL 0@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTeH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, you can.

®0 8053 @3O3 Owmn
(omessryfl@ efeustt G\g mevorL_LoTedT)
(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)
Thank you, Sir.

Hon. Member, since you made a request to the Hon.
Prime Minister, I would like to tell you that that Rs. 1,700
wage, the land rights, housing for the estate sector and the
Rs. 2 billion Development Fund, all that has come about
because the 29-year old Jeevan Thondaman, backed by
the Ceylon Workers' Congress, is supporting the
Government. So, I am just suggesting - you have a
powerful union, the LJEWU and you can convince the
other unions also - why do you all, too, not come and
support the Government? Then, we can do much more.
More than giving it protection, we can develop the sector.
Is it not correct, Hon. Member? Your smile says it all.

Thank you.

®C §RoesBN0) BTG

(orerLfl@ SeweveLSTEHIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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®G e8FDohH medsIgst Ovmo

(omevsrLll@ CFsveurrar &G b resr)

(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)

QEsemreu HeweLeWLSTBHIGL 2 myliilesri euis@er, Bresr
@ bsF FHsTULSSL Gsaryeu Lilrygor euiseflb spdlsv
afl_wrigemerd CsLseOrbler Blenerddlsir@mest.

Hon. Prime Minister, the people of the Kalmunai
North Divisional Secretary's Division have been
deomonstrating for the last 65 days, demanding that an
Accountant be appointed to their Divisional Secretariat.
On the 13™ of May, I handed over a letter to you, Hon.
Prime Minister, at the Ministerial Consultative Committee
requesting to intervene immediately and settle that
problem. Now, 35 days had passed, but still, nothing has
happened and people are continuing with their
demonstration. Therefore, we kindly request you, Hon.
Prime Minister, to intervene immediately and settle this
problem of the Kalmunai North Divisional Secretariat.
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D51, HHEHTewTDEWe wTeul L glesr cpgri LrCspas
Flepisrar  LFFeYTT  6TeTD  HITEHI  UTLFTENEVSH6T,
CHoUTOWIBIHET, DEOWBIGHET, FHeWSHET I eHLOBHS)(HdHBI6ITD
UGSUNL  GUTRTFTEDY  PTH  HWWEHSHLILL(H @)
HSTDGI. YSDG 6THITEH YBIGeTen &Es6T CFTLiFfwmsls
Gumrymig &GasredT(® @) (HebSleTmmissi.

@O Roe305:e) OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one minute left.

©G esFDorh medsigsy Onmo
(oressryfl@ CFveurTaT &8 bSresr)
(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
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O\ HSHSTDGHI. UHCeu, 2 L TigiTs euiHEndhE Cousmsy
QUTIILILEHEDET 6ULPBIGHUSM @G BL6UIGSHe0S5 6T (Hdd CeusisT(HLD.

OO Roe306:e) OBIE @

(oressTfl @ HPVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNeTT Sj6uTssir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

O esEDorh medsicsy Onmo
(oressryfl@ QFsveurrar &8 bPlresr)
(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
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O BrenBRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhulmn® dnmo
(omevsTLyifl@ FrenTdhdlwesT FTELSS et @)TTaLomentéasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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@O o306 BTG ®0

(orenT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

e®mie point of Order &, ©6; ©En@a?

B BB BB GrtsyTFBCSY Gres@r O Owmo
(orerLll@ FranwTdalweT Ty s reT &)rTewTenidsib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, he mentioned my name.

DO o306 BTG ®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTHIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay, go on.

O BB B5T CresyyTBOBT Gres@rnm® Owvmo
(orerLll@ FranwTdalweT rTeysSlreT &)rrewreanidsib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Prime Minister, you are walking out. I must
clarify this issue in the Kalmunai North Divisional
Secretariat. The Hon. Member also mentioned my name.
So, I want to clarify that.

EYeed YedBu eCm® mwcw 8Eae ydmw o
@t o Bde EBsY Bwd® ¢lewndven 8¢ eDmD. ©O
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Bacwy ¢@008 GA oy osfesy I®O, B5ym0d
80 Dtn ¢dewndven WO Doy Bws) O OO BRed
Ons  Bem O 90w 0l Besin. gCeararprs,
FOOTHTDTED, Yhb WEHHET S L GG L 2 - 3 WISBIGETTSL
Gumyrl L gglev  FRUBBSTDTIH6T.  Gaemyeu
Sjeuiger CFTeLOlU|D HOLUTEHD WIeUl L HTFTHIS HHuir

Ulrgioi

@suailwsdlsd seuard GFepGsailsVswsy 6TaTDTY, @)HMHELI
Um@ priuger wrfli b Qareveug?

O § o300 OIEn®

(omevsrL 0@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you are making the same point again in
Tamil.

OO BB BB GotsyyFBCBY Gres@€nH® Owmo
(omevsrLLll@ FrenTddlwest rreoLSSH Tt @)rTEFL Tl D)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am mentioning it again because the Hon. Prime
Minister was not in his chair. Qserren Lrswi ojeuisGsr,
the GA of the Ampara District must go there and at least
ask them what the problem is.

Qaxerreu  Ulrgwi euisGer, @)gI60sTL i) o mBisEen
DLW LIFen6V BTedT 61T LITTd3SlesTGmedr.

®C §Roes BN VTG

(orerLfl@ SewevewLSTERIGL 2 DN SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you, Hon. Member. If the Prime Minister
wishes to answer, you can do so.
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BlHUTSE, 2 6THTL L DIISVEHET, LOTHIERT FeWLIGSST LOHMILD
2 aireah L& SemLFF(HLD)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Prime Minister and
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government)
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OO Roe306:e) OBIE @

(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O IO DEPIB Coes gL,

[4.15 p.m.]

@0 ®0®m NcEEde Ouwm (Sede MmOGH s

3@ ®0)

(oressryfl@ sTr&Hs LTE@GMW -

G)TTE kIS EDLOFFT)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Foreign

Affairs)

Hon. Presiding Member, I think the Opposition is
making a lot of noise about nothing as usual without
focusing on what is before the House today: two
Regulations and an Order under the Casino Business
(Regulation) Act, No. 17 of 2010, Regulations under the
Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act, No. 11 of
2021, a Supplementary Sum and a Resolution under the
Coconut Development Act, No. 46 of 1971.

Qeuafl B L_spieusvssir

The Hon. Member who spoke before me, the Hon.
Sujith Sanjaya Perera, also spoke of the proposed wealth
tax. I, too, agree with him; I do not think the wealth tax is
the most appropriate mechanism to tax people. But, why
is a wealth tax needed? We know that there is wealth
being created in the country; when we look around the
country, we see new houses, buildings and institutions
being put up daily. But, when we really look at the tax
income or when do an analysis to see whether people are
paying taxes for those, we see they are not. For example,
if you are building a house or a building worth Rs. 30
million or Rs. 40 million, then you should have paid taxes
at some time or the other in your life. But, unfortunately,
in Sri Lanka, we have built a culture of not paying taxes.
So, I think a wealth tax is indeed needed and that it is a
very fair tax because the first house or the house in which
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a person is living would not be taxed, but only any other
houses he has.

Then, as for the two Regulations under the Casino
Business (Regulation) Act, No. 17 of 2010, I think a lot
of Members from the Opposition, especially those from
the SJB and the NPP spoke about it. We heard a former
Member of Parliament referring to an "aarthika
gathakaya". 1 think Mr. James Packer was also
mentioned. Perhaps, Mr. George Soros can be attributed
as an "aarthika gathakaya", but just because someone
owns a casino, I do not think it would make him an
"aarthika gathakaya”. So, 1 think we need to stop this
nonsense and understand that casinos have a place in the
economy.

Particularly countries like Singapore, for the longest
time, refused to have casinos. Lee Kuan Yew refused to
have casinos, but his son, later on, took a conscious
decision that economically it makes more sense for
Singapore also, which is a wealthy country, to have
casinos.

So, what is wrong in Sri Lanka having casinos? We
have four casinos operating in Sri Lanka and we know
that John Keells has invested US Dollars 1 billion in the
integrated project "City of Dreams Sri Lanka". And, to
whom are we trying to market it? We are trying to get
down the Indian customers. As India does not have any
casinos, we want to get down the Indian tourists to Sri
Lanka and through that, to have economic growth. I think
the Members of the Opposition are getting a little bit
weary and worried that the economy, in the first quarter,
has grown at a 5.3 per cent rate and it is to be expected
that such economic growth would follow because the
President has been very mindful and taken the correct
steps at the correct time. I must say that no government
wants to increase taxes; every government wishes that it
could reduce taxes. But, we have to face the economic
reality. Once the Government increases its revenue to a
certain extent, then, we could certainly ease up on taxes,
but I do not think we have come to that point as of yet.

Sir, that Hon. Member from the Opposition also made
reference to the President spending money. What is
wrong with that? Then, he also said that Members of
Parliament have not been given adequate sums from the
Decentralized Budget. We must understand that the
President is part of the Executive and that it is well within
his right to spend money. Certainly, when the country has
recorded a 5.3 per cent growth in the first quarter, I think
a certain amount of money can be attributed to him in
order to expedite development work. We must also
understand that the Decentralized Budget - I believe it
was introduced by the Hon. (Dr.) N.M. Perera in the
1970s - is necessarily not a part of the Legislature, but a
part of the Executive. Although every Member of this
House seems to have enjoyed that, we must understand
that it is not a part of the Legislature, but a part of the
Executive. While the Hon. Member makes the argument
that the President is spending money, he also pleads his
case that the Decentralized Budget should be given to
Members of Parliament, which does not make sense. I

think, this year, the distribution of money from the
Decentralized Budget has been carried out in a very non-
political way, if I may say so. The money did not go to
the Members of Parliament, but rather, first, to the
districts and from the districts, to the AGA Offices. By
the AGA Offices, it is decided what development works
should be carried out. I certainly think that these
measures which the President has taken has steadied the
ship. So, I think this is not the time to make false
accusations, have fearmongering among the public and
say that these policies adopted by the President are
doomed for failure.

And as you know, Hon. Member, I myself have been
one of the Members in the Opposition during the last
tenure  who  criticized the current President
overwhelmingly. But, we also need to appreciate that the
measures he has taken have borne fruit and that the
country is well on its way to economic growth. With
regard to that, I think it is time that the Opposition
matures up and joins with the Government. Everybody
should come together to determine what the best policies
are for this country. I do not think, now, people are going
to accept us when we say, "we are UNPers", "we are
SLFPers", "we are SLPPers" or "we are SJBers" because
people are quite sick of the party politics, Sir.

Sir, you and I work very well together in a bipartisan
manner when it comes to certain issues pertaining to
politics and the House and I see no reason why the other
MPs cannot work in the same manner. Also, I see no
reason why the Leader of the Opposition, who has
worked with the current President for the longest period
of time, cannot work with him anymore; if the Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa can work with the current President,
I see no reason why the Hon. Sajith Premadasa cannot do
that. So, I think, the time has come for us to put the
country before all else and work together to make sure
that this country develops.

I am glad the SJIB accepts, at least on policy terms,
that the policies adopted by the Hon. President are in the
right direction. Unfortunately as for our Friends
representing the NPP, I believe they still have a lot to
learn. Perhaps, in their visits overseas, to the United
Kingdom and other countries, they will see how the other
countries have developed. We cannot live in the 1970s
anymore, Sir. We need to move forward with time; we
need to bring our policies in line with the current
practices.

Sir, I want to conclude my speech by saying that those
steps, although they might have been very harsh, are
bearing fruits. I believe that through those steps that have
been undertaken, we have been able to develop some of
the rural sectors with funds allocated from the
Decentralized Budget and by other means. I am certain
that the momentum of the 5.3 per cent growth in the first
quarter could be continued for the rest of the year. Also, I
am optimistic that with the current policies which are
being carried out by the President, by the end of this year,
we would have an economic growth rate of more than 6
per cent.

Thank you.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.20 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 20th June, 2024.
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