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REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK
INTO AND IDENTIFY THE MECHANISMS TO BE
IMPLEMENTED IN ORDER TO IMMEDIATELY
CONTROL AND ERADICATE
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THE COUNTRY AND TO SUBMIT OBSERVATIONS

AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO PARLIAMENT IN
THAT REGARD
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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DISASTER MANAGEMENT CENTRE: FUNDS
1997/2024
4. ©0 Doggedd BBNBI WIS BWm

(orer Ll @ suraGseu BremTTLESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(@) @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Defence:
(a) s he aware that the -

(i) State Minister in charge of the subject
attempts to utilize the funds of the Disaster
Management Centre mainly on the needs of
the Matale District; and

(i) Director General of the Disaster
Management Centre has not agreed to this
arrangement?

(b) Considering this situation, will he inform this
House whether an attempt is being made to
remove the current Director General of the
Disaster Management Centre and a suitable
appointment be made?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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CULTIVATION, PRODUCTION AND EXPORT OF RUBBER:

DETAILS
1922/2024
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uI8s edxDD)
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rredlsr alléArwdsian Friurs)
(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe on behalf of the Hon.
(Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe)
BEO wn DBE WEDTH @in@iensy &gy
ydme - (1):

(2) (i) & c20ed e® D 80 a8 bwr wd g Yo

PO y®revw 2B e,

(i) OO P0® YoOrmmw O O PFwe emd
005Y 00T Drewsy eIOen;

(il) & C=ed 8w B8O A8 Bdswmw
OIBOeE,

(iv) & cow0ed D88m 08 oD §gw®
OIBOeE,

(V) o%Bed? aeBs 08 00D godw BBLO
e1CY® W3 @B yoda mOed;
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(i) @evsiewsuilet suBHLTHS @DLUILIT ST6T 2 HLGS]
sTeIRIETEY;
(iv) Q@evsiemsullstt suBLTHS @mUuT  eHmIg
QU (HLOTEITLD 6TEURIENTE;
V) egliareggled ydlsres @miui uulflBeugher
&% SO LiulReiter LrGgemigser wreney;
STEITLIEN S Sjsui B)FFemLid@ plaillimyr?
(20) @enGeb, seir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:
(a)  Will he inform this House of the -
(i) total land area where rubber is cultivated;

(i) aforementioned land area in terms of each
district, separately;

(iii) annual sheet rubber production in Sri
Lanka;

(iv) annual income earned from exporting
rubber; and

(v) areas planned for future rubber cultivation?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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12 RO OC 2,374
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15 RRIGI) 4
16 DNOCOEw 25
17 3251000y 0w 9

SIRIo0) 98,393
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DOMESTIC WORKERS: SAFETY AND PROTECTION

1946/2024
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(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe on behalf of the Hon.
Milan Jayathilake)
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WBID O @O wwdd ¢5IOsYesie?
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e B)F FewLIdE HPlalliiumryr?

( 24) @rGmeb, eysir?

asked the
Employment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether the Department of Labour has
information on persons employed as
domestic workers in Sri Lanka;

Minister of Labour and Foreign

(i) if so, the number of domestic workers
currently employed in Sri Lanka; and

(iii) the measures adopted by the Department of
Labour for their safety and protection?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and

Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

@)
(i)
(iif)
(iv)
)

rapidly eroding coastal zones in Sri Lanka;

number of coastal zones that have been
conserved so far, among the coastal zones
that have been eroded;

number of coastal zones that are currently
under conservation;

total amount spent on coastal conservation
projects since 2019; and

amount raised through foreign loans for
coastal conservation projects, as a
percentage of the total amount mentioned
above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Education for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Women and Child Affairs.
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Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are speaking about
an issue that affects the livlihood of many in the
Batticaloa District and also in the entire country - the
ongoing human-elephant conflict. This issue which
impacts on both the human community and our majestic
elephants is one that cannot be ignored. It is a challenge
which requires collective effort, strategic planning and
sustainable solutions.

First, let us understand the scope of the problem. The
primary issue we face is, loss of habitat. Our district and
many other districts in Sri Lanka, as the Hon. Lady
Member mentioned, have seen rapid deforestation and
land development. As we clear land for agriculture and
infrastructure development, elephants are left with fewer
natural habitats. Therefore, they are forced to venture into
human settlements in search of food. Traditional farming
practices such as shifting agriculture or chena cultivation
have further encroached on elephant habitats, worsening
the situation.

Sir, this brings me to the second issue, which is crop
raiding. Elephants desperate for food, often raid our
agricultural lands. Paddy fields, coconut groves and
banana plantations are their frequent targets. For farmers,
this creates devastating financial losses as agriculture is
the primary livelihood of many of our communities. The
damage is not only to crops, but also to the people.
Human casualties, though less frequent, are a tragic
reality. Villagers are sometimes attacked when elephants
stray into their settlements. Elephants, too, suffer.
Retaliatory measures such as setting traps, poisoning or
inadequate fencing have resulted in the deaths of many
elephants. Train accidents also claim the lives of these
creatures. Yet, despite the ongoing conflict, the solutions
we currently rely on such as electric fencing are often
poorly maintained or ineffective. Compensation schemes
for affected farmers are slow and inadequate, leaving
them frustrated and in some cases, forcing to abandon
their lands.

All of this is set against our cultural backdrop, where
elephants are traditionally revered in our religious and
cultural practices. However, these long-standing beliefs
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are now strained, as the conflict has pushed some
communities to view elephants as a threat and not as a
symbol of protection.

Now, let me move onto addressing this conflict. This
conflict is not without solutions. There are ways to
address this crisis, benefiting both the people and our
elephants. One of the first steps we must take is, habitat
restoration. By reforesting degraded lands and creating
dedicated elephant corridors, we can give elephants a safe
space to move between their natural habitats. Expanding
protected areas and establishing buffer zones between
human settlements and elephant habitats is another
necessary measure to reduce encounters.

Next, we must embrace sustainable land use and
agriculture. We can explore crop diversification by
planting crops less attractive to elephants such as chillies
and citrus in the border areas of farmland. By shifting to
community-based agriculture practices, we can adopt
elephant-friendly methods like using beehive fences. This
method has proven effective everywhere, as elephants
tend to avoid bees.

Improved mitigation measure are critical. While we
rely on electric fences, we must ensure that they are
properly maintained. Community involvement in the
upkeep of those fences can make a significant difference.
In addition, building elephant trenches and planting
thorny vegetation can act as further deterrents, protecting
both crops and communities.

Early warning systems are another innovation we must
embrace. By using mobile technology to track elephant
movements, we can alert villagers when elephants are
approaching, allowing them time to take precautionary
measures. Additionally, we can empower local
communities to form patrol groups to monitor elephant
movements and manage conflicts before those escalate.

In order to truly help our farmers and communities,
the Government must streamline and improve
compensation schemes. Payments should be timely and
adequate, reflecting the true extent of the losses faced by
affected families. Beyond compensation, we should also
support alternative livelihoods, providing training and
resources to help our communities diversify their income
sources, whether through ecotourism or small-scale
businesses.

Education and awareness are equally important.
Conservation education in schools, mosques and
community organizations can help build a deeper
understanding of the importance of elephants in our
ecosystem. At the same time, we can train farmers on
peaceful coexistence strategies, arming them with the
knowledge to protect their crops without resorting to
violence.

Finally, stronger policy and enforcement measures are
necessary. Anti-poaching laws must be strictly enforced

and new policies that address land use planning and
elephant conservation must be developed with
community input. Collaborative efforts between local
communities, conservationists and policymakers would
ensure that solutions are effective and sustainable.

In conclusion, Sir, I must say that the human-elephant
conflict is a complex issue, but it is one we can address
through thoughtful, collaborative action. By restoring
habitats, adopting sustainable agricultural practices,
improving mitigation measures and empowering our
communities, we can find a way to coexist with these
magnificent creatures. Together, we can ensure a future
where both our people and elephants thrive.

Sir, I have the specific answer for the Hon. Member's
Adjournment Motion.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I conclude my speech by
saying this. We all must unite and work together for the
sake of the country. This would be the last Sitting before
the upcoming important election. So, this is a very
important day. We, on both sides of the House, must
think about our country. We must see to it that we do not
adopt a destructive way, but a constructive way to build
the country and strengthen the hands of our President
Ranil Wickremesinghe.

Thank you very much.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.36 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 08th October, 2024, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the names of -

@

(i)

schools among the Tamil-medium schools
in Kalutara Educational Zone which are
categorized under 1C; and

schools which do not have Principals and
Deputy Principals from among the
aforesaid schools, separately?

(b)  Will he admit that -

@

(ii)

more than one Deputy Principal
appointment have been made to some
Tamil-medium  schools in  Kalutara
Educational Zone in recent appointments
given to those who passed the examination
for the recruitment of Principals;

a Deputy Principal has not been appointed
so far to Al Hassaniya Maha Vidyalaya,
Maggona, which does not have a Deputy
Principal; and
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(iii)

the aforementioned school faces shortage of
teachers for subjects of Mathematics,
English, Health Science, History and
Information Technology and also a shortage
of primary teachers?

Will he also inform this House of the actions that
will be taken to fill the vacancy for Deputy
Principal and the vacancies for teachers of the
above school?

If not why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -
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(a)

(b)
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(ii)
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(ii)
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1. Al Faziatul Nasriya Muslim Girls'
College

Arappalakanda Bharati Tamil College

2. Al Hassaniya Maha Vidyalaya
3. Al Hambra Maha Vidyalaya
4.  Alaviya Maha Vidyalaya

5. Clowden Tamil College

6.

7.

Payagala Tamil College

1. Al Hassaniya Maha Vidyalaya
2. Al Hambra Maha Vidyalaya
3. Alaviya Maha Vidyalaya

4. Clowden Tamil College

In some schools, more than one Vice-
Principal appointment has been given
depending on the number of students.

Even though a Deputy Principal has been
appointed by the Zonal Director of
Education, Kalutara to Al Hassaniya Maha

(iif)

922

Vidyalaya on 17.07.2024, the appointment
has not yet been implemented since the said
grade-holdling Principal has presented an
appeal in respect of the said appointment.

Al Hassaniya Maha Vidyalaya has no
vacancies for primary and History subjects
and has teacher vacancies for Mathematics,

English, Health and  Information
Technology.
Due to the insufficient number of

applicants for the recruitment of Tamil-
medium teachers, there are currently
around 895 teacher vacancies for the Tamil
medium. It is expected to fill the teacher
vacancies of Al Hassaniya Maha
Vidyalaya with those recruitments.

Kalutara Zonal Director of Education has
been informed to propose and send a Vice
Principal to Kalu/Al Hassaniya Maha
Vidyalaya from among the schools where
there is a surplus of Vice Principals. As
soon as this proposal is received, it is
expected to appoint a Vice Principal to
Kalu/Al Hassaniya Maha Vidyalaya.

(d) Does not arise.
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