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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
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The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithanage made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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(The Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda, Attorney-at-Law)
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e} 1N
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(iv) 2019 O&ww wems HoBdm quwad YOS OedEed
D288 Dabm00);

(V) 2020 95w wems SoBdm qowd YOS OedEed
D882 Dabm0D); e5e

(vi) 2021 O8we wewo B oty ¢ HEODIWOT
3B S Db82 Da&iz0d
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(The Hon. Sudath Manjula)
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(i) 2022 98w wewr § Comn DI ¢dwBed D88
D800
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08500

@iv) 2019 o8sw wews Bwesdn Bemdd seme® Du88m
D800,

V) 2021 08w wews & Comn BoBm SEES Duo 890505
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(vi) 2020 D& wems Como BDS DS BBwm eee3ed
D88 Da&00
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O DOIBNBDROB, C0e5BBw, @85IBNE®MIR) ©d, o
47/1 ¢om domend 8.8 98.8. gord edB3 dvmensy
Cla@ v ©0 BEosTOd.

988 mom ¢ esns® Pwern esxw® e oD
2360000 e5;08¢3 @329 w8 Bowlw o &
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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Sir, on behalf of the Chairman of the Sectoral sv8wsin: Sdno
Oversight Committee on Children, Women and Gender, | QarapibLs S psHHSHleL ClsTIHDHLTL ()
present the Report of the Sectoral Oversight Committee BL_6U1G $6D&HSH6T GLoH G STETATLILIBILD (Lp 66T W BISHET:
on Children, Women and Gender on - allLigid
(i)  Performance Report of the Ministry of Women, TERMINALS OPERATING IN COLOMBO PORT: DETAILS
Child Affairs and Social Empowerment for the 1255/2024
year 2023; and 3. 00 (eedex) mBsTe efuisy BedERD Bvmo
(i)  Annual Report of the National Child Protection ;Dur;:;;ﬁr@;’ (wapdlu sorflg) - solhs  Gapagrer
Authority for the year 2021, (The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
which were referred to the said Committee. Do, 208m ®1 @Oy eEd gRBBRSIEVT &y
ydme - (1):
wredew O HS &8 Bewsw 202 @& .
ovebes 32 48 42l deslo win of @ O Soco oBBO wao secs swes
Ordered to lie upon the Table. oBeny® =»Ogn 8; mom cAm wvlesim

83002500 @B T,
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(i) EDedmn® mdede;

(i) °0® 9 O sSermed BBBHFOw <o
G5 @05 @05 DRewsy mOeds;

WBIB) O5 @OV 5D cx¥OBIesIe?

(@) (1) 2015 2¥sed &8O @ D 9O onf O
slesine 085 0®ewnwdm G dVE®
83000500 698 SBWBY B¢ GGV,

(i) ©O® gwe®sy & Cowo Odiw ¢Bm8w BB g
a8 ®;
o O O8sw @ 05T DY Drewsy eSO EHE
@BIBYS O9®0 0O wwidd esiOrTense?

(q) oevdednd,dosie?

SIODUPSHHIGET, SULHDIEHD LHMID allwrer CFemeudssr

IwwIFFmTs CHl L allerT:

(<)) Q& reTsevsiTHa 6T DEHUWTEHED S o L
Caragiys  gwpussBle  Cmfpum’ G

BL g EensHeT CnGlETaTariLBID (LPen6sTILIhI
F6If 63T 6TessTEw 1 d6m 3 6755 6M 6T WISHTLIEN HU|LD;

(i)  oeunhmler QLTEHET W ireneuQWISTLIEN SHULD;

(i) Gupuy aQeurm wsdeTwsHler 2 MHe
OHMID BIMIURTHISET HevflbHeuilims  w T gesr
LIEDS UL|LD;

Sjeui @)FFemLis@ plafliiuimyr?

(- <=)() 20159410 a1y CBTLdsD @)gieusnr GohLig
PUCUT([H  (PEVSTWSHOTTEY  ewBWITOTLILIL L
Q& retgHevsTHafletrT sTavsTawildenss OHMID FFLL L1
Ul L euhomedTid speuGeumri  yevTIgeiT Byl
LiswL_uflsL H6vfl5H6vIIUITS 6T6MGETEY 6TEITLIEN HUJLD;

@leviieng  SHIMM(LPH
HewL_ 5% 6U(HLOT6BTLD

(i) Gupuy eu@HLLTETSIHED
Y BIBTTFD LIS G
@euGsuric  yewTigesr  yglitemLuilsy  Bevfld
SHEUTIWITS 6T6M6UEIT6Y 6TEITLIGN G ULD;

Ui @) dFFewLid@ Mlalliiryr?
(@) @)serGmev, eysor?

asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

() the number of terminals operating in the
Colombo Port, including for container
handling;

(i) the names of those; and

(iii) the companies which hold the ownership of
each of the said terminal, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House, separately in each
year -

(1)  the number of containers handled by each of
the above-mentioned terminals and the
income earned from the year 2015 up to
now; and

(ii) the revenue received by the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority from the aforesaid income?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

2024 851028 03
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@ BB BOE 88w ¢ 8D @wmo (D6, %8m

0 Q05T 8D g1 ®)
(oreryflg  FULgaremtl Bl Aflure s Hsur -

BIDD (LPSHBISET,
O|EDLOFEFIT)

stiupmiewp wHMID  eilwrer  Csemeussir

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation)
OO DDNBNBDROB, OO yE» @O BERSC 0®eldd.

@ O

058. (g s8wsim snl.)

(i) & Como DS BB wry s8wsim - 03

L.

(iii)

s e wdesime - Jaya Container

Terminal (JCT)

. BNEOBEC Vo swsIme - East Container
Terminal (ECT)

. 008 dwe wdwesime - Unity Container

Terminal (UCT) es®

. 09 S8w e’dded O88x - South Asia
Gateway Terminal (SAGT)

. DEOY eI emE BIednY EBHE

- Colombo International Container Terminal

(CICT)

sesined H® B2wed® »H® BSm06 | wdvm»
-550e
& Como DGw & Com DGw 100% ECT e3»c
2808w 2808w 8O
wn s8asIm - 03 [l tata)
01. s dvg o8y
s8esIme (JCT) s08. UCT
02. o een8s G0 dOEO
g vbesine s8esimen
(ECT) 03. @8 oCs B Om
g v8esine @500 @50,
(UCT) O @30y B
[aTole1o)
e @@
Bwos®m ed.
04. 8 S8ewo 01. John Keells | 42.19%
6d0ed Holdings PLC
058G 02. Maersk BV
(SAGT) 03. APM
83doE® @ n® Terminals BV 26.25%
- South Asia 04. Peony
Gateway Invest.m.ents 6.56%
Terminals (Pvt.) (Subsidiary of
Ltd. Evergreen
Marine
Corporation) 10%
05. Sri Lanka
Ports Authority
(SLPA)

15%

05. »c®g
@OEB B
Yo fclotate]

088 el
0®»n® (CICT) -
Colombo
International
Container
Terminals Ltd.

01. Merit Bravo
Enterprises
Limited

02. Sri Lanka
Ports Authority
(SLPA)

85%

15%
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[0c; BB BOE 8B ¢ BED Owmn |
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208Ee®xInd

CPDEWBDZ R& DWIOD. 3:02500 (Sedoed @ éa‘;ﬁ)) 2015 — 2024 428 g8

DD ¢ oPewyy® gogrwd®
D8 sSesimed @ RDwod® (Bedoed
©® Jzm) St .. 2%.c8a.
SLPA 2,252,323 31,722,659,480.34
2015 SAGT 1,371,245 82,390,420.00
CICT 1,561.899 80,767,039.97
2016 SLPA 2,100,117 32,915,119,288.12
SAGT 1,632,207 73,844,398.00
CICT 2,002,599 108,114,662.53
2017 SLPA 2,010,702 33,235,601,732.63 -
SAGT 1,809,835 79,379,034.00
CICT 2,388,531 133,930,333.97
2018 SLPA 2,304,534 36,367,340,234.62
SAGT 2,066,758 91,085,768.00
CICT 2,676,194 143,827,212.19
2019 SLPA 2,282,618 38,569,921,309.95
SAGT 2,052,153 94,060,334.00
CICT 2,893,566 147,893,834.00
2020 SLPA 2,097,804 37,156,695,418.79
SAGT 1,872,052 92,040,871.00
CICT 2,884,906 152,072,053.68
2021 SLPA 2,198,334 44,075,922,684.69
SAGT 1,838,693 - 83,177,392.00
CICT 3,212,331 164,590,922.12
2022 SLPA 1,925,895 65,610,209,862.16
SAGT 1,752,236 92,008,908.00
CICT 3,184,053 164,246,476.30
2023 SLPA 1,965,131 61,183,211,772.00
SAGT 1,763,863 94,163,578.00
CICT 3,220,918 167,613,117.12
2024 48 Ses SLPA 1,207,675 35,587,128,412.71
¢=foo SAGT 978,754 50,521,000.00
CICT 1,704,045 90,694,466.46

®.

B3

R

(if)

Y & Cowo Do @Rm08w (SLPA) ©es D88 8557008 01 8 80 @¢es1®8 31 5 cosfto.
* 00y 8w e’f0ed EBmEE (SAGT) grunmed §En D8sw geydc 01 8 80 ®n 31 8 ¢foo.
* emE® BamssInd AV sdwsim (CICT) awnmed §Es D8sw 85013 01 8 80O e¢w®a8 31 5 ¢f0o.

O&ascs sSesimed 2> B .C.0.4.838

$2520D (Si-8.)
2015 SAGT 1,863.82
CICT 1,968.95
SAGT 2,093.46
2016 CICT 2,376.61
SAGT 2,226.70
2017 CICT 2,815.62
SAGT 2,513.17
2018 CICT 4,841.52
SAGT 3,003.18
2019 CICT 3,877.52
SAGT 2,758.93
2020 CICT 4,650.66
SAGT 2,733.41
2021 CICT 5,437.31
SAGT 5,350.90
2022 CICT .12,070.95
SAGT 4,817.86
2023 CICT 8,214.47
SAGT 2,212.38
2024 525 Oes CICT 1,717.23

&2zs58o

(q) o e
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
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»IFOe Bedm 80 dbe O80T 0Dy, Sdedvewsy o®
000 Beda SBOs 0o OB ©D10m Wedns eWeTH
D ©w§ WO wDIdmWHO By R &
8@ITVewsy ®wed€ 001 & Dxeds’ «d@RB FHwo
o otesy oot ai&? a8 ¢sivryds, @® O 80 ®d;
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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BOE 88w ¢ BED 0Bn®ed ¢@im5000nd ©50008.
Immigration and Emigration Department &20 08 &»
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation

Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

the number of State-owned paddy
warehouses available in the Batticaloa
District;

the places where the said warehouses are
located;

separately, the capacity of each of those
warehouses;

separately, the amounts of paddy that were
stored in each of those warehouses in each
year from 2015 to date; and

(b)

©

™)
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the nature of the programmes that are
expected to be implemented in order to get
the maximum utilization of the said
warehouses?

Will he also inform this House -

(@)
(i)
(iif)
(iv)

whether there are any paddy warehouses
that are not utilized at present, out of the
warehouses referred to in (a)(i) above;

if so, the number of such paddy
warehouses;

the places where those warehouses are
located; and

the measures that have been taken to bring
those paddy warehouses back to operation?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and the Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he accepts that the residents living
in rented houses face various difficulties in
enrolling their children in government
schools and obtaining National Identity
Cards due to the inability of establishing the
ownership of their lands and producing
water bills/electricity bills obtained in their
names ?

(it)  if so, the measures that are being taken to
address aforesaid issues?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya to the Chair?

@G BBeg (20D86) 98E eg@LwsIm Swmo

(oreryllg L ssrent (suTHld) sdlsd LNCrwgwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, 1 propose that the Hon. (Major) Sudarshana
Denipitiya do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
(MAJOR) SUDARSHANA DENIPITIYA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva?
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Act, No. 16 of 2023 to be held today at 11 a.m. at CR
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about these things.

@G BBk (490086) 138E 0f@BwsIm Swmo

(wresryll@ FLL_sgrent (sevrBls)) &flsv NBTomwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

©®end8, ©0 ©wWILNEHROA. ted EEe®sned
@@y W Beams exd; there is an accepted practice.

So, all what I am saying is, the accepted practice is for
the Central Bank to present its reports to the Committee
on Public Finance, not to some ad hoc group who would
meet on and off.

@G BBeg (290081) 8E 0g@swsIn Swmo

(wresryfl@ FLLSgrent (seurBld)) &dlsv LNCTomwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Definitely, this Report will be submitted to your
Committee according to the law that we passed here.
There is no question about that. But, I do not see any
issue in presenting the facts and figures to the entire
Members of Parliament.

@G (89028) w8y ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oressrfl@ (STHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

That could be done, Sir. All what I am saying is, that
should be done according to the accepted principles.

@0 BBk (§00:80) 698F eyf@swsin @wvmo

(wressryfl@ FLLSgrent (seurBls)) sradlsv LNCrgmwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Yes. Definitely, the Report will be submitted to your
Committee.

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

We - our Committee - have not been consulted.

@0 BBt (§0:80) 698F ef@Bwsin Swvmo

(wresryll@ FLL_sgTent (sevrBls)) &flsw NBTogmuwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

The Committee on Public Finance is there to look into
certain issues in the Report. That is true.

@G (80028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo

(oresrfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

But, they are supposed to submit the Report to the
Committee on Public Finance.

@G BBk (490086) $38E 0f@LwsIm Swvmo

(wresTyfl@ FLLGgrent (seurBld)) srdlsv LNCrogmwbhs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

But, I do not see any fault in presenting it to the entire
Members of Parliament because your Committee also
comprises Members of Parliament.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

That is not what I am saying. What I am saying is,
there is an understanding, a written understanding that
they will present their six-monthly Report to the
Committee on Public Finance, not to some other ad hoc

group.

@G BBt (300086) 8E ef@BwsIm Swmo

(wrewr @ FLSgremt] (SeorBlgdl) sdlev LG W H)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

I understand that; I agree with that. So, we need not
debate it here. We will refer it to the Hon. Speaker.

OO o306 OTE®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwLSTERIGL 2 DILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. Let us move back again to Questions.
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SRI LANKA PRINCIPALS' SERVICE, SRI LANKA TEACHERS'

SERVICE AND SRI LANKA EDUCATION ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICE: TRANSFER POLICIES

1880/2024
9. ©6; @6IB& D®B Bedos PwSw
(wresryll@ (HHwa) Crranlsd grf allGmrger)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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(i) @Gevsiens ssvall BlHeauTs CFemeuuilepisar e
QU HEHBEBET  F L eul’ L oresr @)L oTHmd
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(iv)  Cwesflev, @evbienas ssvall BlHeurs Cxemeu
wilaVisitemr  9eVIeUEVTHEHEHBTS Sl L el L LoTest
@)L rHns & TeTenHLWITETEND HEwL_(LpeHDLI
u@SSIUSHEG THGSLLGID  HL UG HDHHET
WITew 616 WESTLIEN B LD;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?
(=) B)sirCmev, eyear?

asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a specific transfer policy
for officers of the Sri Lanka Principals'
Service and Sri Lanka Teachers' Service;

(i) the main components and criteria contained
in the said transfer policy;

(iii) whether it is known that no specific
transfer policy is in place for officers of the
Sri  Lanka Education Administration
Service; and

(iv) if so, the steps that will be taken to
implement a specific transfer policy for the
officers of the Sri Lanka Education
Administration Service?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Sri Lankan students who go
abroad for higher education purposes in
one year on average and the amount spent
for it, separately;

(i) the countries
education;

they wvisit for higher

(iif) the degree courses such students follow;
and

(iv) whether those degree courses cannot be
followed in Sri Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Se No Country | Programme Stream
1 |india
g4 i Cui'sa :
.3 hchina
4 iJapan Japanese MEXT Scholarship Programme ‘lMaﬂ'temat}cal Stream
S [serbia  |World Projectin Serbla |Engineering
6 |stivendium Himgaricurn Scholarship:

1 lindia  [NehruMemorial Schotarship Programee (PRO)

[Engineering, Sclence and Agriculture courses.
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Countr
Y Programme Stream

INehru Memorial Scholarship Programme (Masters) Englnegr{ng, Science, Business, Economics, Commerce,
— ] |Humanities and:Arts,

2 lowms china Seolarch ) Sclence Engineering. Agriculture, Medicine, Ecoriomics, Law,
[Chin [China. alarship Cauncil (CSC)Schotarship programme: Management, Education, History, Uterature, Philosophy and.Fine
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asked

the
Employment:

Minister of Labour and Foreign

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iii)

whether he is aware that as per the GSP
Plus status granted, Sri Lanka required to
implement several provisions related to
workers’ rights and protection;

if so, the steps taken to safeguard workers’
rights; and

the reasons, if no such steps have been
taken yet?

(b)  Ishe aware of the -

(M

lack of protective measures for workers
who are employed in the garment industry
and that some garment factories have
stopped providing them meals; and

(ii)

640

denial of freedom of association of workers
in garment factories has implications for
both male and female workers and it
especially affects the female workers, who
are subjected to sexual harassments within
the working station?

(¢) Will he further inform this House of the steps
taken to-

@
(ii)

protect workers who are employed in
garment industry; and

hold employers accountable for the
violations of workers’ rights?

(d) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of government schools in the
Polonnaruwa District;

(if)  the names of those schools;

(iii)  the number of schools which offer subjects
in the Technology Stream at present, out of
those schools;

(iv) the names of those schools; and

(v) the steps that would be taken to popularize
the Technology Stream among the students
of the Polonnaruwa District?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation

Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of agricultural farms owned by
the Government;

(if) the total extent of land owned by aforesaid
farms in acres;

(iii)  whether the aforementioned total extent of
land has been utilized for agricultural
purposes productively;

(iv) whether the lands that have not been
utilized productively will be given to
private entrepreneurs for agricultural
purposes on a temporary basis; and

(v) if so, the extent of land that can be
provided?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@6 BBeg (490:80) e38E eyg@BwsIn Owmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(i) the total number of faculties in the

Wayamba University of Sri Lanka;

(i) the names of those faculties; and
(iii)

Will he also inform this House -

the courses offered in each faculty?

(i) the courses that have been approved for the
Faculty of Engineering in the aforesaid
university;

(i) whether he is aware that the said faculty
was supposed to be built in the
Wennappuwa area in Puttalam District; and

if so, the present progress of the
construction of that Engineering Faculty?

(iif)

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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®G; ®8 & DeEeIt) Dwmo

(wressryfl@ smiflesf] suGev@uimL_)

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)
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@G BBeg (490986) 38 0f@LwsIm Swmo

(wresyll@ FU L ggrent (sevrBls)) &dsv NCToMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

©01 Bewdss mDmnemn®B, G, 2d8m B mien
0w SHBD yHOFB a@imnn® 0dmMeds’ ® O® yEH@O
BENGC 0 8O wewo 8B ecmm e 9E s 8Imo.
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aflsyTTene LMW (15 BTSN FLO LI TS558 51”1 swemull_ LI’ 1 g).
Question ordered to stand down.

@G 98.8. @I BSsT Owmo
(LomessTL L)) 6TLD.6T. FrLofbS)T6dT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@6 Berdss OB
(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

®D, ©0 @3B 0.

O 98.8. @I BSsT Owmo
(LomessTL L)) 6TLD.6T. FrLofbS)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

Sir, I am raising a point of Order with regard to the
agenda for today’s Proceedings under Standing Order
No. 22. There was a Private Members' Bill that I moved,
which was read the First time. Then, there was a petition
to the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court gave its
Determination. The Bill came up for its Second Reading
after several months, after the relevant Ministry did not
give its report within the stipulated six months. At the
Second Reading, it was passed without a debate and
a vote. Thereafter, according to the Standing Orders
under "Committee Stage of Bills" - Standing Order 57
and 58 - it was referred to the Legislative Standing
Committee chaired by the Chairman of Committees, the
Hon. Deputy Speaker himself. So, the Report of the
Legislative Standing Committee was presented to
Parliament by yourself, Hon. Deputy Speaker, on the 21*
of August, 2024.

Then, Standing Order No. 72(1) states, I quote:

"When a Bill has been reported to Parliament by the
Legislative Standing Committee or a Select Committee without
amendments, ...."

But, this Bill was reported with Amendments.

n

.. it may upon the day appointed for its consideration, be
forthwith read a third time and passed or if Parliament so direct, the
Third Reading may be postponed."

The Committee on Parliamentary Business made a
decision that the Report of the Legislative Standing
Committee would be reported to Parliament on the 21% of
August, 2024 and the Bill would be taken up for Third
Reading, in accordance with Standing Order Nos. 71, 72
and 73, today; that is, the 03" of September. The Minutes
came up before the Committee on Parliamentary
Business yesterday and was also approved. But, it is not
on the Order of Business for today, I understand. Why is
that? Why has it not been taken up? Yesterday, at the
Committee on Parliamentary Business, the Leader of the
House said that for certain political considerations it was
being delayed. Standing Orders do not permit delay for
political considerations. The particular Standing Order
states “...be forthwith read a third time...” The political
consideration that he has referred to is that the Illankai
Tamil Arasu Kadchi has taken a decision to support
somebody other than President Ranil Wickremesinghe.
So, this is a most horrendous thing that is happening.
Standing Orders are being violated; decisions taken at the
Committee on Parliamentary Business are being violated.
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The passing of this Bill, everybody said, should be done
with consensus and its Second Reading happened without
even calling for a debate or a vote. And now, only
because our party has decided not to support the
President, it is being sabotaged, Standing Orders are
being violated.

®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0 9535 n@, emIewsy BwEs ¢dws’ mosim.

®©0 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Swmo

(omeorLLfl@ 6TiD.6T. &rLobHTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, this is a revenge that is being taken on the Tamil
people because of a decision taken by our party. I spoke
to the President yesterday and he said, “I have no
problem. It must be taken up for Third Reading. I will tell
the Leader of the House to do it.” But, that has not
happened.

When he took over as Prime Minister and President,
we called him “Ranil Rajapaksa” for a good reason. And,
when he is ending his term as President, he is proving that
he is, in fact, "Ranil Rajapaksa." I know that he had no
objection to its Third Reading being taken up, but he is
prevented by the forces that are with him. But, that is no
excuse! He is the President, he is the Chief Executive, he
is the Head of the Cabinet and he cannot say, "I have
directed that it be taken up".

When it comes to the Bill, this is a formal
announcement only. We have gone through the full
process. The Hon. Deputy Speaker knows, at the
Legislative Standing Committee, the Bill was considered
twice and it was unanimously agreed on, and its Second
Reading was also unanimously agreed on by the House.
So, at the last stage of the Bill, at the announcement of its
Third Reading in the House, why is this being sabotaged
like this? Now, I wish to inform the President that if he
does this - tomorrow, there is one more chance of its
Third Reading being taken up and announced - it is a
revenge that he is taking on the Tamil people of this
country because of a political decision that our party has
taken, which we have a right to take, and therefore, he
will forever be remembered as "Ranil Rajapaksa,

[Scoemed g 888 9o oz GE.]
[ydBlrrFers s 1_sweariitiy yEmmLILIL (BHarsng).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

wressrL L0l WeaTTHILG] HjeuTHeT
[Gcrsned ¢t 88 9O wo GE.]
[ydBlrrFens s 1_swarciny yEmmLLL Barang.]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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@S Bewdss G151 D )
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

O O3B n®, 3B ydmw edwsy mOBIB.

@G 98.8. @I BSsT Owmo
(LomessTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLofbS)TedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Sir, I am finishing up.
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OC ¢o88 Bweums Owm
(wrevryfl@ swrdp wCssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@G BBeg (290081) 8E 0g@swsIn Swmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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@G BBt (90086) 98 0f@LwsIm Swmo

(wressyll@ #FLULggrent (sevrBld)) &dlsv NCToMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

That is right. g 208 ©0 ¢ osimy vy, Hoed. ©o;
Bewdss »Onemn®s, Ged Parliamentary Business
Committee dei@ ©© BDed, »Ez MinutesdE Sov®
Beos ©® OxF0cew S6dd 0D Bdicwen 9EEm 00
5H® 38 & 0D e¢Im Az Bwo.

®0 98.8. 3®sIBSHT Swmo

(omevorLLll@ 6TiD.67. &FrLobHTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
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@G BBeg (30086) 98 0yf@LwsIm Swmo

(wressryll@ #LU L ggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv LNCTomWbHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Wait! I am on my feet now. - [Interruption.] Wait!
Now you see that certain Members are opposing it. That
is why - [Interruption.]

®0 @®8¢g W ICR® OHmo
(wressyll@ Casallbgl @LWLTTgIbis)
(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
S Bewdss mONNemRORB, - [Suidr BE8]
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(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(oressTfl@ FULSEHTemt svFagLoesr &liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

®0T Bewd®s mOisnemn®B, 00 Ran®ied gdmae
@w§ WO®D geeden Swed 08 @0 ¢ Parliamentary
Business Committee dezd Minutes®co. - [ahds 550]
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Hon. Sumanthiran, if you go through the recording of
the proceedings of the Committee on Parliamentary
Business yesterday, you will find what exactly you said
and what the real situation there was. I do not want to
confront you now over that matter, but what I am saying
is what we suggested yesterday. We are in the middle of a
Presidential Election and there are Members who raised
this matter. At the outset, the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa
raised this matter. Then, I answered him and said that
there will be a debate on this Bill. Hon. Sumanthiran, you
say that nobody asked for a debate and its Second
Reading was passed. I do not know whether the Hon.
Members are aware of it or not. That is a different matter.
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But, it is our duty to see that all are given equal
opportunity. So, that is why I suggested yesterday - we
are not opposing it and if you get the consensus of the
Hon. Members of all the parties of the Opposition, then,
we have no question - that we schedule it for the next
Session.
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Hon. Leader of the House, you referred to yesterday’s
proceedings of the Committee on Parliamentary Business.
Yes, I did say that the Hon. Deputy Speaker had acted
correctly, but it is you, Hon. Leader of the House, who
suggested that the Third Reading be fixed for today. So, it
should be passed. The agreement I had with the President
is that before the Presidential Election, this legal hurdle
would be cleared. Now, I am saying, because we took a
decision not to back him at the Presidential Election, he is
acting as a ranked
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Wait! I am not confronting you; I am aligning with
you.
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[Thereupon, the Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi crossed
from the Government to the Opposition benches.]
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha on behalf of the
Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs,
Provincial Councils and Local Government;

to be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 18th September, 2024
and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha on behalf of the
Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs,
Provincial Councils and Local Government;

to be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 18th September, 2024
and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha on behalf of the
Minister of Industries;

to be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 18th September, 2024
and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move,

"That the Bill be now read a Second time."

In addition to that, Sir, I also move Item No.2 - Code
of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill - and Item No.3
- National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment)
Bill.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, plea agreements have proven to
be the most effective way to resolve criminal cases
worldwide. In addition, lower sentences tied to a plea
agreement address prison overcrowding. Plea agreements
are important in Sri Lanka, as there is a large backlog of
cases, which results in High Court litigation lasting up to
10 to 12 years. The backlog will continue to mount unless
some relief is provided. A plea agreement system would
expect to provide that relief.

By the proposed Amendment, the accused person and
the prosecution enter into an agreement, where the
accused would plead guilty instead of going to trial, in
consequence of which there may be reduced charges and
recommendation for a lower sentence, fine or restitution
amount. By the proposed Amendment, it is also expected
to resolve the criminal cases in an effective manner,
where lower sentences tied to plea agreement would also
address prison overcrowding.

Sir, this is a matter that the Subcommittee on Criminal
Law Reforms had been discussing for a long period of
time. Only the cases which really need to go to trial
should go to trial. Otherwise, it is a waste of time of the
lawyers, a waste of energy of everyone involved in the
process and at the end of the Day, everyone gets
exhausted. Therefore, it is accepted worldwide that a plea
agreement and a plea bargaining entered into at the
beginning between the accused and the prosecutor, which
would also be supported by the prosecutor, and presented
to court would help resolve this situation. The court
would look into that and the discretion to agree to the plea
bargain is totally vested in the court. So, we have put so
many safeguards in place in this law because in terms of
our law, everyone is presumed innocent until and unless
proven guilty. We understand that and have placed certain

safeguards in this law to protect the rights of the accused
also. However, if the accused, at one point in time, wants
to plead guilty because he knows whether he has
committed the crime or not and shorten his term, he
should also be given some sort of an inducement or
encouragement to do so without wasting time of the court
and the prosecutor and public money so that more
important matters could be taken up by the court. That is
an accepted system and I think it will open up a new
chapter in the Sri Lankan criminal justice system. I hope
that would work well and address prison overcrowding
and clear the backlog of cases in courts. So, that is the
reason behind bring in this Code of Criminal Procedure
(Amendment) Bill.

I must also say that we are proposing two
Amendments to this Bill at the Committee Stage as there
were some concerns expressed by the Sectoral Oversight
Committee as well as by some lawyers that if you leave
the whole thing without any indication to the judge, since
the judge is not bound by the agreement entered into or
the suggestion made both by the accused and the
prosecutor, and if the judge disregards the whole thing
and gives a higher sentence, the accused could be
prejudiced.

Therefore, an Amendment has been proposed to say
“(b) Notwithstanding the recommendation of the parties,
the court shall retain the sole discretion in sentencing
and discretion to indicate the sentence that may be
imposed.” So, before reaching a final decision, if the
learned judge could indicate, “This is what I have in
mind”, the accused can either decide to go ahead with it
or withdraw from that and fight his case. I think that is
reasonable. I agree with that and considered it in all
aspects. I spoke to the Attorney-General's Department
and others and different views were expressed, but
ultimately, I thought that in a criminal justice system, the
right of an accused is very cardinal. If the accused is
going to give up his right to defend himself expecting a
reduction in his sentence, but if a routine judge gives a
higher sentence, it could be damaging and also have a
repercussion on the success of this entire law. Therefore,
we have decided to introduce that Amendment during the
Committee Stage.
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So, based on the views of several experts in the field
concerned, a draft Bill was developed by the Department
of Legal Draftsman and the draft Bill consists of several
salient features. They are, one, providing provision for the
recognition and registration of a judgment for the
dissolution or annulment of a marriage or separation of
parties to a marriage, only if such judgment is obtained in
respect of a marriage registered under the Marriage
Registration Ordinance. Two, providing ground to raise
objection for recognition of a foreign judgment for the
dissolution or annulment of marriage or separation. Three,
specification of judgment to which the new law applies
and specification of the procedure to be followed by a
court of law in recognition and registering a judgment
identified by the proposed law. So, this law had
amalgamated both the laws on matrimonial judgments as
well as on money decrease. The amalgamation of both
those into one law and some of the restrictions that are
there, I believe, are a progressive step and are better than
what is there.

But, I also feel that there are so many other areas we
could have included in this. However, since everything
has already been done now and this is a progressive
legislation than what is in existence, we will go ahead
with it and in the meantime, we need to continue to revisit
this legislation because with the inclusion of some other
areas, I feel, it could be bettered. I also feel that having
two different laws would have been ideal, one, as the
matrimonial law and the other, as the law on money
decrease because the provisions are different to each
other. However, this legislation is good; it is a long-felt
need. So many people of Sri Lankan origin who marry
here, go and live in some other countries, when they have
their matrimonial disputes, go to the courts in their
respective countries and get themselves divorced or
separated. However, when they come to Sri Lanka to get
those divorces effected or deal with the consequences of
those divorces such as getting child custody or taking
over property, there has been no proper procedure as to
how it should be done. So, this legislation will address
those issues and will, of course, serve those who are in
need of this law. If they had divorced in some other
country, they can come to Sri Lanka, register the
judgment and have it considered as a judgment of our
court, of course, subject to the rules, regulations and the
conditions in this law. Therefore, I feel this will help a
large segment, particularly the Sri Lankan expatriate
community and those who have been living outside Sri
Lanka and who wants to come back to Sri Lanka. This is
a harmless law and will only help resolve the current
situation.

So, these two legislations will help us. The one
relating to the criminal justice system will help us reduce
the backlog of court cases and speed up resolving the
issues. The other one is, of course, on the recognition and
enforcement of foreign judgments. You all know that if
there is a foreign judgment, it cannot be implemented
here unless a court in Sri Lanka empowers that.

You have to register that and get it enforced.
Enforcement of the judgment means, if you want to go
and seize a property or a bank account or even give a
minor child’s custody to the other party, a court order is
required. So, that is how this is going to help those
people. This is a long-felt need. I identified this in the
year 2000 and immediately appointed two
Subcommittees to go into those two areas.

Hopefully, we will follow this up with other relevant
laws, particularly the law relating to breakdown of the
marriage principle because in Sri Lanka, we have
stringent divorce laws, in terms of which you have to
prove a matrimonial fault. Even if the two parties have
not been living together for a long period of time, it is
almost impossible to go to court and get a divorce by
consent or by agreement because the Sri Lankan law
states that your fault has to fall within one of those three
grounds, that is, permanent impotence at the time of
marriage, adultery or malicious desertion. More or less,
80 per cent of the divorce cases today do not fall into any
of those grounds. It is just that the partners have fallen
apart and do not want to live with each other. Therefore,
because the law is such, people are being forced to and
encouraged to go to court and lie or asked to give
evidence that is not true in order to get the divorce. So, it
is time for us to move away from that and come up with
the law on breakdown of the marriage principle. That
means, if over a period, for a year or two, you have not
lived with each other and both concede that, then you
could get the divorce. That is how the Sri Lankan law had
been for a long period of time; the Sinhala law had been
so. It is under the English law that we have introduced the
marriage principle. Now, the countries which introduced
those laws, including the UK, the Netherlands and all the
other countries have moved away from those laws. We
are the only people holding onto those. So, this is a good
time for us to do that and we are in the final phase of
presenting that legislation. I think once you introduce
that, the duration of 80 per cent of the current divorce
cases filed on the breakdown of the marriage principle,
which, sometimes, would take such a long period of time
to contest, could be cut short.

So, we will continue to introduce such laws. I think
there are a number of laws in the pipeline, which are a
culmination of the work we started in the latter part of
2020, as I took over as the Minister of Justice. We
managed to revisit about 88 laws. There were about 29
Subcommittees that we had appointed. All that was
possible because the members of the legal profession
volunteered to take ownership of that work because they
thought, "All this is part of our own law, it is for our own
country and we must contribute to that". So, I am very
thankful to all those who helped us in drafting these laws,
particularly the Attorney-General’s Department for



677 208Ee®5Ind 678

[061 E50868 BB ©0.9.00. @8 ©dB Swmn)

incorporating those amendments and looking into the
Bills at their different stages and also the Legal
Draftsman’s Department for cooperating with us in
incorporate those amendments. We know that when you
draft a law, it goes up and down and that it is not an easy
task. Therefore, I thought it fit to mention them here and
thank them: the Subcommittee members, the Ministry
Officials, the Legal Draftsman, the Attorney-General, and
all those who got involved in drafting these laws and
submitting them for the betterment of our country.

One other important thing is, as I said earlier when the
Commission for Truth, Unity and Reconciliation in Sri
Lanka Bill was presented, we cannot be prisoners of the
past forever; we cannot live in the past and find fault with
each other. If you carefully look at the First and the
Second World Wars, those were fought among the
members of Europe. They were killing each other,
fighting with each other and ultimately, they dragged the
whole world into those. But, ultimately, after the Second
World War, after about 10, 15 years, they realized that it
is such a useless exercise to fight with each other and
thought, "If we get together, what would be the
possibilities?"

Then, the Schuman Plan was brought in. Schuman
was a former French Foreign Minister. He brought that in
the early 50s in order to create the European Union.
Today, they work together as the European Union, as a
result of which we all could see what Europe has
managed to achieve in terms of the Human Development
Index, money and everything. It is one of the wealthiest
continents in the world. Most of the people in Sri Lanka
want to go there, if they have the opportunity. Therefore,
it is important that we are not guided by the past and do
not become prisoners of the past. We must have a fresh
look at what we ought to achieve here. If those different
countries in Europe with different denominations and
different people could come together and create the
European Union, which now has their own laws in most
areas, their own customs union, their own currency and
trade facility, why cannot we not have that in this country
because we are members of the same country? And we
have a Constitution which ensures equality and also
protects the unitary status of the nation. Therefore, subject
to those limitations, we should not always use race,
religion or division for our political advancement. If you
cannot be in politics for any longer and there is no good
reason for you to be there because people are getting
united, you should leave politics rather than creating
differences among the people. Therefore, it is important,
while we respect each other, to create a country where all
of us, irrespective of our race, religion and language could
live in peace and with dignity. That would not come by
just by holding on to something which happened 50, 200
or 300 years ago. Everyone had made mistakes, but we
must move on. That moving on could be made with
determination, hard work, by giving in, sharing and
caring. I think that is how countries have developed. We
only say that we want to be like Singapore, but we forget
why Singapore is Singapore today. It is because they
work as Singaporeans who respect your race, religion,

language and culture; they respect each other and is like a
platform which allows everybody to move on. I am
extremely grateful that in this year's Presidential Election,
nobody is taking notice of race, religion or language;
people are talking about national issues. Some people are
trying to twist all that and take advantage, but people are
ignoring it. People want someone who can drive this
country forward, develop this nation and who can give a
better level of life for everyone while creating a safe and
secure future.

It is a good step. I think we should build on that and
not go backward on that. I know, some people will lose
out on it because no longer, their divisive agenda is
sellable and they are upset about it. But, as a country, we
should be proud that people are coming together and are
talking about national issues and not about racial, ethnic
or other artificial issues which have divided us for such a
long period of time.

Sir, I am also grateful that at the Committee on
Parliamentary Business, we have agreed to pass these
good laws without a Division. And, we will continue to
come up with such other laws. Law is a process which
continues to evolve. You need to have standing
committees looking into all these laws because no law is
perfect. If you wait for a perfect law to come, it would
never come.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am speaking about the topic. |
am clearly talking about the crimes that happened in the
past in this country. So, you must understand that my
speech is related to the Bill that has been presented to this
House; you must understand that.
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(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh - State Minister of Labour)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, today, we are debating the
National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) Bill
to increase the minimum wage of the private sector
employees.

Sir, this Bill, the Second Reading of which is
scheduled to be taken up, proposes Amendments to the
National Minimum Wage of Workers Act, No. 3 of 2016.
The primary goal of this Amendment is to raise the
current national minimum wage for private sector
employees from Rs. 12,500 to Rs. 17,500. More than
three million of the Sri Lankan workforce is currently
employed in the private sector.

Presently, several key legal frameworks are in place
to determine wages of these workers. Notably, wages are
set by the decision of the Wages Boards established
under the Wages Boards Ordinance, No. 27 of 1941.
Additionally, wages are also set through collective
agreements between employers and employees. Sir, the
Wages Boards Ordinance determines wages only to
industries for which Wages Boards have been
established. Currently, Wages Boards have been set for
44 such industries. However, the decisions of the Wages
Boards do not cover all the employees in the private
sector in Sri Lanka.

Prior to the National Minimum Wage of Workers Act,
No. 03 of 2016, wages for employees, particularly of
those who were covered under the Shop and Office
Employees  (Regulation of  Employment and
Remuneration) Act, were primarily determined through
agreements made at the time of recruitment of
employees. Although unionized workers have been able
to get their wages raised, the majority of the private
sector workers are unable to negotiate with their
employers to get their wages increased. In addition to
that, the high rate of unemployment and prevalence of
unskilled workers further hinder their ability to negotiate
for better salaries upon hiring. That is why the
Government intervened through legal provisions to
protect these vulnerable workers by mandating wage
increases.
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Sir, for the first time in Sri Lanka, the national
minimum wage for all employees working in the private
sector was introduced through a statutory law effective
from 1% January, 2016. Initially, that set a minimum
monthly wage of Rs. 10,000 for workers and a minimum
of Rs. 400 for daily-wage workers and that amount was
set based on the official Poverty Line of Rs. 6,117 at that
time. By an Amendment to this Act in 2021, the
minimum monthly wage was increased from Rs. 10,000
to Rs. 12,500 and the daily wage from Rs. 400 to Rs. 500,
effective from August, 2021. Currently, the private sector
employers are required to pay a minimum monthly wage
of Rs. 16,000 to workers, which includes the national
minimum wage of Rs. 12,500 and the budgetary
allowance of Rs. 3,500, as mandated by the Budgetary
Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No. 36 of 2005 and the
Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No. 4 of
2016.

Sir, due to the recent economic crisis, the cost of
living has increased significantly. Yet, there has been no
corresponding raise in the minimum wage of the private
sector employees since 2021. It has been observed that
many employers currently pay a minimum wage of Rs.
16,000 to employees in the security service, cleaning
service and small shops and offices. This amount is
insufficient, given the current cost of living. According to
the Department of Census and Statistics, the Official
Poverty Line has risen to Rs. 16, 326 by May, 2024. This
indicates that the national minimum wage for private
sector employees is below the Official Poverty Line.

Sir, this Amendment aims to raise the current monthly
national minimum wage from Rs. 12,500 to Rs. 17, 500
and the daily minimum wage from Rs. 500 to Rs. 700.
With this increase, the employers will be legally required
to pay a minimum of Rs. 21,000 to the private sector
employees, which includes the increased Rs. 17,500 and
the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Rs. 3,500. Raising the
national minimum wage to Rs. 21,000 is also likely to
increase the contribution percentage to the Employees’
Provident Fund and the Employees’ Trust Fund, which
have been established for workers’ social security.
Additionally, employers will be legally required to base
workers' gratuity calculation on this new minimum wage,
resulting in higher gratuity payments for employees. This
Amendment is both timely and essential. Therefore, I call
on everyone to lend their support for the approval of this
Amendment.
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Order, please!
Osifocew @Yeowma  wews  ©;
O n@ed 5H® ewldnn mOBIB.

e® gdEwedd @mPGEY owd o
B0y ©Odn®

©0 B50&duB Bl ©0.4.90. a8 ©wdT Swvm

(orevrLfl@ Ferrud Fi L g rewt 6Tid.wy,.6Tid. (60 Fuifl)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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YUTHET HEWEVDLD 6UBISE T B6N.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. JAGATH SAMARAWICKRAMA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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MEOD B,

[1.50 p.m.]

©0 98.8. 0BG Swmo

(orevoTLyLil@ 6TID.6T. Lo TesT)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to congratulate
the Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms for bringing in the Reciprocal
Recognition, Registration and Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments Bill. What we had all these years was a very
old piece of legislation, which was not useful or adequate
for current purposes and often, we had difficulty in
recognizing foreign judgments. I am glad that this Bill is
being taken up for debate today because we should have
kept up with the times, but, at least now, a new piece of
legislation is being introduced.

While we are on that, I must say that there are several
pieces of legislation that have been introduced in this
House in the last 20 months or so mostly by your
predecessor and former senior, who is a Presidential
candidate now, the Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe,
President’s Counsel. He claims that there had been about
75 or so new laws introduced. We have not kept count of
that. Nevertheless, law reform is an important issue and
modernizing our laws is an essential feature and I am
glad that some of the laws that were brought in were
necessary and served to fulfil a long-felt need.

Yet for all, today, I stand here disappointed that the
only piece of legislation that ought to have been passed
much earlier, in fact, in the last Parliament itself, to clear
the legal block that had been created by the Amendment
that was brought in 2017 to the Provincial Council
Elections Act has not been taken up today. In that
Parliament itself, I brought a Private Members’ Bill to
remove that legal tangle and enable Provincial Council
Elections to be held under the system that existed prior to
that Amendment. Unfortunately, that did not see the light
of day and then, there was a change. I brought in the Bill
all over again a second time. Then, Parliament was
prorogued and I had to bring it a third time. But, what I
brought the third time survived until today. It was
actually sent to the Attorney-General; he took his own
time and thereafter, it was gazetted. The Bill was read the
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First time and then, there were two petitioners who went
to the Supreme Court on that. They cited me as a
respondent and I appeared in person. Then, the Supreme
Court gave its Determination stating that subject to the
change of wording the Supreme Court itself suggested, it
could be passed with a simple majority.

Thereafter, the Bill was taken up for Second Reading
after a lapse of several months. After President Ranil
Wickremesinghe took office, he promised that several
provisions of the devolution arrangements that we find
today in the Constitution would be implemented. He
started a process in December, 2022, an All-Party
Conference. Then, he had five consecutive meetings with
our party, the Tamil National Alliance. We attended all of
those despite several parties boycotting same. We wanted
to co-operate with that effort. He claimed that we would
resolve the outstanding Tamil national question before the
75™ Independence Day, which fell on the 04™ of
February, 2023. But, that did not happen. He kept
promising all of this for a long period of time and as the
Presidential Election neared, he again started discussions
with us on the old promises and one of those things that
we told him was, “Provincial Council Elections must be
held. It cannot be delayed like this forever.” He agreed.
There was no time to bring in an amendment from the
Government side to that Act and my Amendment was
awaiting to be taken up for Second Reading. So, he
agreed that that could be taken up and passed, and he
even said that this is the first time that, under this
Constitution, a Private Members’ Bill would actually
become a law. And, he kept his promise. When the
Second Reading of the Bill was taken up, there was no
call for a debate, there was no call for a Division and it
was passed. Thereafter, since it was a Private Members’
Bill, it was referred to the Legislative Standing
Committee. The Legislative Standing Committee met
twice, made the necessary Amendments that had been
suggested by the Supreme Court and gave its Report to
this House on the 21* of August, last month. At that time,
it was agreed that the Third Reading would be taken up
today. The Third Reading is a mere formality of
presenting the Report of the Legislative Standing
Committee and accepting it. Any Member of the House, if
he wanted it, could have asked for a Division at the Third
Reading. So, it was up to the House to either accept it or
reject it. But, something else intervened in between.

The Central Working Committee of the Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Kadchi met two days ago, on Sunday, the 01% of
September in Vavuniya and after a long deliberation of
five hours - that was the fifth meeting at which we were
considering these matters - we took a definite decision not
to support the so-called Tamil common candidate. Ours is
the only Tamil party which has taken that courageous
decision not to support the so-called Tamil common
candidate. We have been branded traitors, we have been
called names, but for the sake of our people and for the
sake of the country, we took that courageous decision
with an overwhelming majority. Then, at the end of the
meeting, before the resolution was passed, those who
dissented were asked and they said, “No, we do not need
a vote. It can be accepted.” So, it was accepted
wholeheartedly without a division. That is what our

Central Committee decided. When we took that decision,
we also took a decision that, as a responsible political
party, which is the main Tamil political party, it is our
bounden duty to inform our people as to whom they
should vote.

We cannot leave it open; we have to give guidance to
our people. On that account, we considered the relative
merits of the manifestos presented by three main
candidates and decided unanimously to support the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition Sajith Premadasa. That decision
could have gone any way. But, that is a decision taken by
our party to give guidance to our people as to how they
should vote. They may follow it; they may not follow it.
But, something strange happened thereafter. Until that
point, the President and the Government were agreeable
to the passage of this piece of legislation; they were
agreeable that it should be taken up for the Third Reading
today. But, all that changed and yesterday, at the Meeting
of the Committee on Parliamentary Business, I was told
that it could not be taken up today. That is what you call
“a political witch-hunt”; that is what you call “acting
without principles”. I told the Hon. (Dr.) Susil
Premajayantha at the Meeting yesterday that a large
number of Tamil people are very sympathetic to the
President on various basis, that he still had a lot of
support. But, by this one act, he has exposed his true self
to the people.
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Sir, first of all, I would like to say something about the
Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill, which
had gone through its First Reading, the Second Reading
and was scheduled to be taken up in Parliament today for
its Third Reading. Unfortunately, it has not been
permitted to be taken up in Parliament today. It is very
unfortunate because, as we know, the provincial councils
have not been in operation for quite some time now and
that is really an issue about democracy. I do not agree
with the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran when he says that the
Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill not

being taken up today is an injustice perpetrated on the
Tamil-speaking people because that is actually an
injustice perpetrated on all Sri Lankans.

Every Sri Lankan has a right to decide on his
particular provincial council, his local authority, the
Parliament and his President. We have been looking at a
very dangerous trend in this country, a trend of
authoritarianism. The United Nation’s report which has
just come out has shown that in the last two years, this
country has become more and more authoritarian. The
Supreme Court judgment given just a few days ago
specifically stated that the President of the country has no
right to postpone the Local Government Elections. He
has absolutely no right. We all are elected on a set of
rules, laws and on the Constitution and we have to
operate within that, whether you are the President, a
Cabinet Minister, a Member of Parliament or just a
citizen. That has been violated or in other words, the
supremacy or the sovereignty of the people has been
violated, according to that judgment. We believe in a
democratic way of life and leaders cannot say, "We
know what is best for everybody and we decide what is
best for everybody". That just cannot happen. The rule of
law has to be upheld and the Judiciary's verdicts have to
be upheld.

I heard some Hon. Members say that if the Provincial
Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill was taken up
today, it would have created some problems because we
are on the brink of an election. I do not agree with that at
all because these Bills go through a certain, long process:
the White Paper goes to the Attorney-General's
Department, then, to the Legal Draftsman's Department
and after the First and the Second Readings, the Bill goes
to the Legislative Standing Committee and then only it
comes up for the Third Reading. That is how it is passed.
So, this particular Bill has also gone through that whole
process and that is why we completely object to what the
Government did today by not putting it before the House
for its Third Reading.

I heard another Hon. Member of Parliament say that
all the provincial councils were forced on us by India. I
do not know what kind of crap they come and speak here.
Are we really going to say that the Parliamentary system
was forced on us by the British people? I think we need
to grow up a little bit. These are global developments;
democracy is a global development. These are different
levels in a democracy. How those political systems -
parliamentary systems, presidential systems, devolved
systems and many different systems - operate differ. If
people feel that provincial councils are not suitable for
this country, then we can certainly have a Referendum
and when you have a Referendum, you are going to ask
the people in the province whether they need the
provincial council or not. You have to ask that from the
relevant people. We are not opposed to democracy, but
we are absolutely opposed to trying to postpone the
democratic framework in any way. Therefore, we
completely condemn the attempt made today to postpone
that legislation, which could have helped us to hold the
Provincial Council Elections by adopting the framework
that was in place earlier or based on the system that
existed earlier.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 3 to 16 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 17, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 18 to 22 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 23, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 24 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

Oz 8€02 ©wles220 est0 e3®82 Ses. :

"sma' emQdsm gbew @880@x¥n 0w @wIdmO
5798

g9 @' - [0 ©8.6.290. ¢& e8dE Pwma]

BTreflssLILL L &)

"FLL_@PSVLD WPUPLI LITTTEBLOSTS &UPeYs&F FIL L LIIGrs." -
[yl stib.uy.s1ih. yad FLf]

Resolved.:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 4 and 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 6.- (Insertion of new section 1974 in the principal enactment)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 7 and 8 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause, Long Title and Title ordered to stand part of the
Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE OF WORKERS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause, Long Title and Title ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

DECDDO

RoSlewauliy
ADJOURNMENT

@G BBk (390086) 138E ef@BwsIm Swmo

(wrerfl@ FULSgremt] (SevrBldl) sdlsv LG whs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.50 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 04th September, 2024.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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