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PRINCIPAL
AFFIRMATION:
Hon. Bandula Lal Bandarigoda [Col. 441]
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Occurrence of Two Vacancies in Membership of
Parliament Due to Supreme Court Determination
0f09.08.2024 [Col. 441]

Speaker's Certificate [Col. 442]

Legislative Standing Committee: Additional Members
[Col. 442]

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT [Col. 443]

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS
[Col. 451]

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
[Col. 453]

PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT [Col. 456]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Cols. 458-479]

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Issues Faced by Sectors of Agriculture, Fisheries,
Tourism and Small and Medium-scale Industries
[Col. 482]

PUBLIC ASSETS MANAGEMENT BILL:
Read the First time [Col. 502]

PENAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL:
Read the First time [Col. 503]

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT)
BILL:
Read the First time [Col. 503]

CONTENTS

RENT (REPEAL) BILL:
Read the First time [Col. 504]

PROTECTION OF OCCUPANTS BILL:
Read the First time [Col. 504]

BILLS OF EXCHANGE (AMENDMENT) BILL:
Read the First time [Col. 504]

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS:

Maternity Benefits (Amendment) - [The Hon. (Dr.)
(Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle] - Read the First
time [Col. 505]

Shop and Office Employees (Regulation of
Employment and Remuneration) (Amendment) -
[The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle]
— Read the First time [Col. 506]

Sri Lanka Optometric Association (Incorporation) -
[The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana] -
Read the First time [Col. 506]

EXCISE ORDINANCE:
Notification [Cols. 507-571]

COLOMBO PORT CITY ECONOMIC COMMISSION
ACT:
Regulations [Col. 572]

INSTITUTE OF WORLD LIFE LINE YOGA
(INCORPORATION) BILL:
Read a Second time and allocated to Legislative
Standing Committee [Col. 572]

WRITTEN ~ ANSWERS  TO
[Cols. 573-578]

QUESTIONS
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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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AFFIRMATION: HON. BANDULA LAL
BANDARIGODA
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The Hon. Bandula Lal Bandarigoda made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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OCCURRENCE OF TWO VACANCIES IN MEMBERSHIP OF

PARLIAMENT DUE TO SUPREME COURT DETERMINATION OF
09.08.2024
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LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEE: ADDITIONAL
MEMBERS
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban
Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

B YBBID CmRo® SWmo

(omevsrLyLll@ Llrgestesr remTdmigs)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

OO0 WOBNGWROB, P wH Gk BBeEw,
Boedn »OEn, BE ©w W BEIS BIED LB
00xedsY 0 vum wewsd Bewd® ©ww e0nEE 23wy
aYelON

(i) 2021 gom 11 ¢ eme® Do »OSw G&3H
©@8esT w¥d sment 44 DoTBw w®® Bwudwe @n
71 DosiBe @Oes eme® Ddw Hdw ¢&Sm
@8esT 650D w5 & Cowo &Y WD SOwo EE®
DG OCeE AC yodns nE wy OF 8O 8¢ moeonm
@) gWEDSE Dem D100 WOYD BOIBTIVEWSY
$00w3e8m YOS §@amsDdwe B8 eacmy gD, 2024
48 26 8B gom 2394/66 ¢oy @B Beds ©1d
sped 8g OB B¢ Bewly;

(i) 2021 gom 11 ¢o» eme® Do »OS® &ESH
@885y w¥d smen 45 DoTBw w®w Bwudwe @n
71 DosiBe @O eme® Ddw Hdw ¢&Sm
e8esy D SOwo wH § Cow O VeWed
OO B, EWER D DHOCeE A Yodrw
nE wy» 98 8O 8¢ woewm @ gFeddE W
D100 WOGR wOITTVews Gewdss ydERD
2®s00wo B8sY woemd @O, 2024 “B8 26 B
22394/67 ¢om @B Beds v1wd vped vg WOD G
Bowdo,

(i) 1985 gom 48 ew 1987 gom 28 ¢om wmys ©8nY
©oeed®m 1969 gom 1 ¢om e W @BBIED
(s0em) smeny 4(1) ww 14 DosIB @ Bwdw ym 20
DesIBe woen ec, @dSm B Bmien ww SoBm
BB a@imsOows 88w wocmd ¢, 2024 ¢E 18
8onB eom 2393/36 ¢om @B Bedds ®d sped s
WO B¢ @CQEIB; 8

@iv) 2005 gom 28 ¢om) 00de® w1 eAG® BBe® LB
emen 11 DostBe wdw Bede gn 17 doxBes
wOer §eE, ad8m BBmien wy KBm yBeB
3@usD0wo B8BsY B0y D, 2024 ey 30 8B
aozm 2382/11 ¢ovy @B Beds v@d sped g ®OD
C¢ Bewdo.

008 BAowle wy deci8 dd¥ed Yo BEIe mdm
60 0D 0wl BE ¢ VB OO ewidnzn WSS.

Y S Y, e ®@m» Sa.
afleorr ailQSHLILIL (5 s7Hmys Gl TeTarLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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considered upon Tuesday, 03rd September, 2024.
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asked the Minister of Health:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of patients with kidney disease
reported from the Matale District from 2015
to date in relation to each year, separately;

(i) health centres in the Matale District to treat
the patients with kidney disease; and

(iii) steps that would be taken to enhance the
facilities of those centers?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you.

Hon. Speaker, I would like to tell the Hon. Minister of
Health that today’s newspapers have given publicity to
the imminent danger of an epidemic called “Mpox”
spreading in some countries, which might perhaps be
elevated to a pandemic by the WHO depending on its
spread. With this situation, I would like to inform the
Hon. Minister that I have written a letter to your Secretary

and I am tabling* that. If there would be another
pandemic, there are concerns expressed by minority
communities, particularly by the Muslims.

Last time during the COVID-19 epidemic, there was
forced cremation of victims as suggested by an expert
committee, implementing an unscientific, racist policy.
And later, your Government apologized for it and we
appreciate that. But still, no departmental inquiry has
been conducted against that expert committee for having
taken that unscientific decision or for having arrived at
such a horrendous decision without any foundation,
which caused serious trauma for the entire Muslim
community in this country.

Now, my concern is this, Hon. Minister. I have copied
to you that letter with the heading “Concerns over the
imminent appointment of the Chief Epidemiologist,
Ministry of Health”, which I tabled earlier. A member of
that particular expert committee, which gave that
unscientific proposal to cremate COVID victims, who had
been in the Philippines has now come here and you are
making him the Acting Chief Epidemiologist.
Undoubtedly, he may be elevated to that position. Our
community and other communities which had been
impacted on and had been worried about this situation
have now raised this issue. I am asking you, Hon.
Minister, that they be subjected to, at least, a departmental
inquiry for having taken that unscientific decision. This
particular gentleman who has come from the Philippines,
Dr. Hasitha Tissera, is being appointed to an acting
position at this time while there are allegations against
him. Publicly, the Government has apologized for taking
that decision. Therefore, I request that that appointment
be stopped.

Then, there are also others. Today, it has been
reported in the newspapers that another member of that
expert committee called Dr. Ruwanpura, JMO of the
Karapitiya Teaching Hospital, has spoken about
legalizing abortion. These people are taking all kinds of
new stands now, whereas they had, without any basis,
taken that unscientific decision which caused serious
impact on the Muslim community in this country.
Therefore, I am requesting you, Hon. Minister, since your
Government has apologized for that decision, please take
action not to appoint such officials to such important
positions, particularly if there is a pandemic once again.
Our community is seriously worried about this issue.

©6 (e00¢xs) 6edd 8BS @wmo

(wrenryfl@ (sweugglu serBlg)) réwes Liglresr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Hon. Speaker, pandemic preparedness from the side of
the Ministry of Health, I think, is much better now than
yesteryear. We have taken all the necessary measures to
ensure that people would not suffer, as indicated by the
Hon. Rauff Hakeem. Also, I must mention categorically
the fact that most of the appointments and also the

* gedmmied md ¢o.
* preaflewavigglel smeuskBLILIL. (HSITeNS).
* Placed in the Library.
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promotions have taken place as per the instructions of the
Public Service Commission and also that there is no
political interference as such. But, I will surely look into
the concerns raised by the Hon. Rauff Hakeem regarding
that matter.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Question No. 2 - 1920/2024 - (1), the Hon. (Mrs.)
Rajika Wickramasinghe. - /Not in the Chamber.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
Hon. Speaker, -
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana?
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman - Minister of Water Supply
and Estate Infrastructure Development)
Hon. Speaker, I ask for two weeks' time to answer
that Question. I believe we have one more week left,

within which I will submit the Answer.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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aUBLTHSD Cuhuly L Bisefls) 9 Bisdgiaub
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(=) @TCmeb, eysir?

asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and
Social Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(i)
(iii)
(iv)

V)

the total number of beneficiaries entitled to
pension and social security benefits
executed by the Sri Lanka Social Security
Board;

the professions eligible to get the
membership of the said schemes;

the number of annual registrations of the
said schemes;

the annual benefits gained by the said
members, separately; and

the actions that have been taken to get new
members registered for the said schemes?

(b) If not, why?

B ZYBID CeHRo® SWmo

(oreryLfl@ LyFeiTer remTdmis)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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RAILWAYS AND OPERATIVE LOCOMOTIVES: DETAILS

1972/2024
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.U.K.

Sumith Udukumbura)
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(=) @)eTCmeD, 676817

asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the total length of the railway tracks in Sri
Lanka in kilometres;

(if)  separately, the total number of locomotives
and carriages that are in operation at
present;

(iii) whether the railway carriages and the
locomotives that were imported from India
in the past have been put into operation at
present; and
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(iv)  if not, the reasons for not putting them into
operation?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

O YB5ID Cemno® Swmo
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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WATER SHORTAGE IN SOUTH-EASTERN PLAINS: SOLUTIONS

1995/2024
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(iv) @ermemaley Blmissliul (Hstar &b BN,
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e @)dFFewusE@ Mlaliirrr?
(=) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Irrigation:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that cultivated lands in
many regions of the south-eastern plains
including Hambantota, the Udawalawa
Region, the Kirama Oya Region and the
Malalaara Region have been destroyed due
to the severe drought;

(i) whether steps will be taken to implement
the two solutions proposed by the
"Surakimu Ruhuna" organization such as
streamlining the old irrigation conservation
system and diverting excess water from the
wet zone to the above areas (Kalu Ganga
Diversion Project);

(iii)  if not, what are the immediate measures
expected to be implemented to avoid the
water shortage in the above-mentioned
regions; and

(iv) whether steps will be taken to start the Gin
and Nilwala River projects that have been
currently halted?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(i) the total extent of paddy lands in Batticaloa
District, in acres;

(ii) the extent of lands that can be cultivated
only for one season, for two seasons and for
three seasons of the year, separately;

(iii) whether there are plans to increase paddy
production in aforesaid lands; and

(iv) if so, aforesaid plans?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Water Supply and Estate
Infrastructure Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that child care centres
(créches) have been established in estates
for mothers to leave their children under
care when they go to work;

(ii) the age limit of children who are admitted to
such centres; and

(iii) how many children are looked after at these
centres at present?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the qualifications that caretakers in charge
of afore-mentioned centres should possess;

(ii) the standards and regulations that should be
followed in operating such centres; and

(iii)  whether steps will be taken to formulate
standards and regulations, if such are not
available?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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[Thereupon the Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku crossed from the
Government to the Opposition Benches.]
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and to be printed; and to be referred to the Committee on Public
Finance.



503 208Ee®5Ind 504

¢ e BB 309w (83.00I0D)
85 emIOum

ST FL_L &8s reneu (&H(hdbHLd) FL L cLpsvld
PENAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL

"(19 & @@m0w §) cedt) BB wogww 3-0aidnw B3O wewo
g v ewYPunB."

EEw0xl0» eded ¢lwoem, IOmwc mOgm @
PHLDO OpdeIy gheecdmoss @@ 00500
O Pel OG0 Cwmo SE2.

2024 &5 @8 0402 D¢ogo @¢Oz O0 B el ¢,
O Gethas WE GRE8 ¢ FOE Grodm @Swlees 0w 3820
CO» @wI8 WE & ¢ Bewlw wom &

BE,  FwDIFTWVHET YUV DYDY TFMISVSDLOLIL]
LOMYFTWILIL)  YWIOFFI FNTLITEG LOTTLILENG LITFeITerT  [J6o0T)mIs
YU FHMTED FLOFLIAGEHLILIL 1.

2024 ClruGui 04, yseralpsow  @Grewrmb  wpenm
i GoussrGohvsrayth yFF it CouswsGlolvsorsyd 2 iws
SIDDFTT  CLDUTTDUS  GUPeYSEG YDIYLIIBSELIIL.  Ceuent(h)
Clwsrreyh 1" 1_ewemuil i’ 1 gy.

Presented by the Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms; to be
read a Second time upon Wednesday, 04th September, 2024

and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral
Oversight Committee.

2000 58 DI 30 (e3°0adN)
B3 eWYOBD
@Doailiey L oIl SHSHLPmDIF FLUL &CHTeme
(Hsid) 51 apavid
CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL

"1979 gom 15 ¢Om @e6R 58 BB BWeYVWB BHB) @RI VLIS
BB wews Y s owy@snR."

EEwxYO» @ded ¢lmoes, d2ID29@m0 mOGm @
PO OO0 gHseedmoss G@idrH@ ORNOO @
GesoIn OB em Pwzmo S35,

2024 &8 @8 04020 D¢ago @¢d2 OO 2Hwsdes @z ¢,
s ehas DE Gidl ¢ @PE 1ol ¢dwees Do e8d
©O» 0wIf mE Gu& ¢ Heowlw mom GE.

B,  FnDIFTWVHET  YYUVHET  LoMAYLD  YTFMIVEDLOLILY
WRYFTEOIOLIL) YDIFF FITLITSE LOTTLILONG LITF6ITe  [J600TS/BI%
YU FHMTED FLOFLIASEHLILIL L.

2024 GlruiGhribui 04, yseralpsow Qe mb @pswm 0BT
it GouswrHelwssrayd Y&t Geusnr(Blolweray 2 M
SIMDFTT  CLDUTTDaS GUPeyYsS YDILILIBSSLILL.  Ceusnt(h

GClwerrsyh H1"1_ewerufl_ri’ 1 gy.

Presented by the Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga, on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms; to be
read a Second time upon Wednesday, 04th September, 2024
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and to be printed; and to be referred to the Committee on Public
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment for report.
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Lanka Optometric Association."
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Minister of Health for report.
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@) ewer T H6TS) UTLPEHENSH Qg Tewevd
EANOEG  HORNUET T ETD

6TBIS ETHEM LI

@0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(wreiryflg Urdld surprusi Sjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! @® @d&ded? =mPssd owd ©d;
Os¥BOcew s §eiwme wewr 00 OIF0cecwuned »O=
ewedBzn HOBID.

OS] OB OB R DHD0

(orerfl@ Swhs &HETTS V)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)

©0T Bewdss DONemn®B, "od ccrum BBEmD
OBIERE0 ¢5¥ Yeowmrw o gnw" 8 © ewldsn ®SHD.

@G 8RB 5oz Owmv

(wrevrflg; apedluyit ram=omsir)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

5827 955 o GE.

2 CLorBlESIi.
Seconded.

G S8z &Y, e @@ S,
afleorr BB (B) sTDmYIs CIBmeTemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

e O 007 Bowlehs D Onwemn@ Geuemnewssy pdxn'
HoewsY, @0 c¢wrd 882080 Pwmr §Eresz10;8) Ses.

Y SOTLID S, wrenTLife Ly slF YU BT
YSBTTFATS BT LY YHVC6r, wredTLjl 2 _guer BIESeMsm
YU HET HEDVSDLD 613G 5T FB6IT.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. UDAYANA KIRINDIGODA took the Chair.
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(oTeTLLll @ HLITSBTHET H|eHL_d>%6VbTSH6IT)

(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

@tm U OOwrss  BTLiged, GOILIUTS UL dE,
HsHls  CUTEMBUNVEIGHE IIgOLIWTHSTD  @)eweTEhi,
wjsuglserflesr N EAEA A E TN QFsvalssTm
SIThursSw  Blewsvew ehHuUL g HSEDSH. PHCeou, w5
2 L amigwirs flssmas Ceusisr(BIb.

6T630T6Us1 &6 &

S| TDLEHHTOWTS GUTedlewri He BeDsD BHL6UIgHend:
semer  sT(HSGI @Pliurs,  Gurengli
QT [HEHL_6T FIDLBSLILIL L UTHM6Td: 6953 O\FUIESTD T 6.
@ews  Breit eurGeumAlesTGmedr. LsiTaf]  LomeRwTEOU T EHED LW
THTHETVSMBE — HBHSSDOSTOTH,  YTFTBRISD  B)HS
afll_wsged seuarid CFass), o Ml HLaugsenssenenr sT(hdba
CousnTROwerrd Gl (Hd06\ETeTHoTEM6IT. 6TwTdh @D suayevtlwm
aflsv bar @mliusrss seuprer UlrsFrrhisemerd ClFiig)
QURBSTDTTHET. BTedT sp(h (pedreormer Gumgmedl! liLig wiresr

QU (HEBIITD T T &6,

Qs CFwpur’ewLd GFinuwrT’ GL 6T 6TeiTUMS  [BT6dT
@meg Gpudl  ellpohysarC@neir. @suaill_wid  @HyDLD
@) mEasL B!

QEarrey  HEWEVEHLOS kI GLD SjeuisGer,
THRIGERML W UL &E&, Fpdhegl UlrCssmiseaflsy Hrewrmoed

2 milifeori

YESUUL L auTHEhemLWw 2 peaileTiseflet - $Bi%EHemL W
2 _meysHemer & 60T (Lp6dT6uT T B6V UL SFHeuTsHefer -
GumrgmlL b eu(HLE SHewTdHElsy BewL ClupmIs6lsTant® (3)mds
Heormgl. @)Hs  CurrTl L sFle  FOUBSSTH  STiioTi
Quelurws  awg  Wlips,  @Gpédern Bl
agnul iy &SNS BsaTTe) BH  HewLdsrs  Blensoullsy,
@Qbsl CuTTTLL s (PlgssCGauanrigws  Blewsw  eymHLU(BILD.
Cppewpuwr slarid Q&TdhGSEETHeuTUN Wedfls  eTFFBISHET
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Cousnr(b; HevsTHeTeOHHIG Hevsrenst i euy Coueist(HILD. 3)isTedr
@)hsL GUITTTL L GF)6dT STenOWITS (3)(hdHBSTMEI. &% T6wTITLO6V
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semerll Ul CFiiugnaTsd  CFTD Y bHBSH  STUILTT
yevesrriieyd giewmuilesrymsy eflerflassiiLBsSlern, dFandsLt
LB SleTD Blewev CBTLThgI % TessriiLBH T D).

T LOUlle) I FTHISID HTEBITLOE) QLI L 61T derledT
2 _MeYBEhdB G H6UT QML FIb ehLTujb @mLiLF FTeTmlspid
Qar@liugrs  Yuoau®sSsg. 2 awemwulGe)  jeuidssr
upenmd  Caslsaldvensy.  euisear  CaslLGFsVeOTD
BHSTET. HBIGHEHEDL W 2_N6YBN6Td HTenTailsemney 6TeTMT6D,
Seuisemer  wri  Q&TETDTIHT? b GDDeuTeTlFHm6T
BHwaTnSSeT WTHMISHS SHawLenesr GLDMISCET(HBS
Gousir(HID TEOTLIGISTET jeuisEhewL_w Llrsrer Gprdaiors
B)(HEHSTMGI. YWBWITE, IJjeuidHener wimri G&TeTHTidsT
eTETLIENS T g ClFTeLOWTa GouessT(HLD.

O § o306 OIEn®

(oTeTLLll@ SewevenwHSTEIGL 2 LTI SjeuTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.

@G 385m50¢sT geed PR NET Ovmo
(omessTLyfl @ HLOTSBTHEIT SeHL_d&HEVBTH60T)

(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

1 will take the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran's time also, Sir.

QEearrey HemeVemGTHIGLD 2 mitifleri euisGer, @)sTm
TBIGEHDL W UL &&, SHlPpdhalsd CUTengausigll LiTeusneT
BHTNSS HSHSTDGI. G)HATTR ST HEHD B S5 md
HlSTmer.  YBIOTHBITweTy),  STHESSHTHEI  LBGBTEm
Qeinuliu@G&lesrm  Blewseouw)d  gHUL Iy BHESIDG.  @)bSF
FIOLUBIGEHL 6T CBTL T W  GDHMeuTerlsenerd %6t (H)
U tiugn@gl Quredlevri FewrL TR STOTTSOTT SsLeVG)
IUTHEBID HuDMIGEG 2 L HwSWTs @) HbHTDTi BT
oTedTn FHBBH WwahBeflL D @) (HoHHSTDEI. (LPeVemsLSHSailsd S

U@OETeWeVSST B CUHDeT.  eTesflenid,  HjeumHmIL_6T
FhupbsLIL’ L. GDpeureflssr  @ersnid  sewT(HLgHSL
uL_aflsvsenev.

OO Roe306:e) OBIE @

(oressTyfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@G 885m50¢sT geedBmERNST Ovmo
(omessTLyL0l @ SYLOTSBTHEIT SHL_d&HEVBTSH60T)

(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

Sir, I will take the Hon. Sumanthiran's time also.

®C §Roe85006:8) O G @0

(orevTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Earlier, it was added to your time.

©0 §8Em 5T gecdBWEH¢sT Owm

(omessTLyill @ SLOTSBTHEIT SML_S&HEVBTSH60T)

(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

TeTHE 1 B RiseT pgissiL 1y HHhss. The Hon.
Sumanthiran had seven minutes.

OO o306 OIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHRIGD 2 M6 Sj6uissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Altogether you had ten minutes. Now, you have
exceeded that time. Anyhow, you complete your speech.

OG 885m50¢5Y gecdBmERNET Ovmo
(omessTLyill @ SLOTSBTHEIT SML_S&HEVBTSH60T)
(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)
Okay, I will take only one minute.

Qxerrey  HeweewwHTHIGL o mitifleart  euisGer,
29.07.2024 erm evemevgFallev @ev. 722, Guirsyrid
wsgl, weevrallewwd Caihg 27 euwIGHL W DETHSTTT
Fefeusdt 6T (Pewenrehedt LBGOBETEW  OFiwiL L TedT.
Ibs @)ewerehesiler 2 L0 suayelldh@ensgle searBLligdal
Ul L gl @hsF Foueud oL QuDm @)eTmiL et 22 B 6T
HL_bS(hdHSSTMEIT. 6165l lenILD, (B)SI6u6mT 6Tou(HLD HBHFG GlFiwils
ULTS VG 6Ths0leuTh BLsulgdhensud Cumelasmsirert
uLrgs BlewewGu srenTliu@ElesTngl. 95Gau, GuTedsvmi
@)bs ol wghgleL GHeuerd CFISIH, FIDLBHSL LI L 6uiTHenerd
w&EGICFIgI, BIwaTndSSler wper BMiss Ceoussr(hGlerds
Caxl®), allewL_QuUmnHssTCmeir. BTy, eusmTdsLb!
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@O o306 BTG ®0

(orenT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Nalin Fernando. You have 16 minutes.

[¢.0. 1.40]

@0 BB yooslg Quwm (edeg, DIws W Gwsd

808 ™0 g@a1BE)

(wrewrfl@g medlesr uLTeTThG - 6UTHSHB, eurewiu LHMID

2 euTeyLl UTGIBTLIL| SjeDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce

and Food Security)
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Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for
giving me this opportunity.

Today, we are focusing on the Notification under the
Excise Ordinance and the Regulations under the Colombo
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. M.S. Thowfeek. You have six
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte to the Chair?
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte do
now take the Chair.

®G; 98,98, »DB Bwmo
(orerLLfl@ sTib.sTev. Cgerifss)
(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)

S8y IS0 wom .

2 CLorglEEmi.
Seconded.

g S8z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorir MBS SBLILIL B eTDmIS I TeTarLiL L gj.
Question put, and agreed to.

IO O ¢ HEE@RD) Bwmr Grewmewsy 9O
HowsY, @0 0gf@2202 8. 0O Cwm GEoesz108) Sas.

YSOTLIDS, TR 2 SUWedl  BIESIGIsmL
Y& B TFN GBI 0Ty — YHVCY,

YU FBeT
LOTeTLILO] S ACrwprgs &
ClBTVUSEG YUTHOT SHENVWLD 65 S5/T 1T FH6IT.

Whereupon THE HON. UDAYANA KIRINDIGODA left the Chair
and THE HON. PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE took the Chair.

[19.L1. 3.25]
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B § o306 O E o

(oreTLLll@ SeweVeSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan.
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BT T ThI% HeHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)

Hon. Presiding Member, may I know how many
minutes I have been allotted?

@O Roe305:e) OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You have 16 minutes. If you need more time, I can
give you.

[3.35 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)
Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE left the
Chair, and THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)
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Bill accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by THE HON.

DEPUTY SPEAKER to the Legislative Standing Committee under
Standing Order 53(3).
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 3.53 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Tuesday, 03rd September, 2024, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of this Day.

y@®»HORO Bom B8Enoy
il T % 615 & 6T(LSSHICLPSY 6lemL_ds6lT
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

& Cozn BedsIB 0oed0iD: B/es gamo BHIEE (oEm)
8100 8®w» § BSxy®
@)eviiens FOIHEHIS dn L (HdhSTLETLD: pFT
wearreveny (LemrGeut’) eAGL L (HL_eoTTedT spLiLifhgLd
SRI LANKA CEMENT CORPORATION: AGREEMENT WITH

ASHA MINERALS (PVT.) LTD.
2152/2024
®©C 90T BmOST Dm0
(oreryflg @) rrer alléaslrLorgeo)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
§eE, @838m ES0Bmien ww  SHBm  yBoIB

2@ @ensy gy yadmae - (2):

() onc v B O vy, PYIROB edug oy wy &8/
@ @@ BmOEE PEOE® BLIHWOD ERNewT BEDO
eud 80® gdas ACHY BBBFOw ¢ Ble
IDCEO 9COMBO ©wedd §Bm gBBOBO
CECeemIB WOBBY, HDedBEW W t3DEMG tews &
G BB weedtd B8y Bles gocn SmoEes
3loBm ©8®n® w8y GO BeBOO Bim §
efn 0 PHOEDE MO I N OV DD
esiostenye?

(a0) (i) =8I g@mwwrned 2023.0523 2B

B8w 80a57dewsy Bwdd @50eo3®0 eun
»Oede;

(i) 8B yIHEO 9CEHBO w&IVE® BT

2023.10.19 &» §eE g@omnsocnws 0On 98By
BOB ¢ 8Bwdmed BRI mOedc;

(i) e a@mscnw 8857 8EedExY 2024.01.30
e 2024.03.11 w» a8 § oo
BeOB ©dd edm I ¢ cueds
8E025%:5:800 oy mbedc;

(iv) o83w a@msnw ©w OO emdE BSwo
O wredthmidw B8sT § Cown Be®sIBH
88000 0D 8w gHEHIO ICTO® W5
@umades mOede;

@I O @O w®HDD (DT esIe?

(@) ovndels®,d ©nve?

Bigl, Qumrmerrsry 2 mFiur® woHmid  CsFwd
Q& TeTenEHH6T YjewdFFenyd CohL L aflesrr:
(o) &rmis  wHmId  SSALCUTHL ST FU L Sengujid

Levewd GFrdgld FU L Sensuld, JFT  LOlesTTeI6e

(NewrGeut’) AL ig6ir 2 MwsgIsE peTGU

Cawauli@ssiiu’ L 2 flogewg  BedIL STV

Qarenyhhs LbSard @evwenert  edlLblL_L g 65T

(LNegetev)  ouqliuemL. 2 fMepwsemeruyd 1519,
liiesETED all(hSSEsTHaD YFT  LOlesTrsvsn
(NewrGeut’) eMAGL L HLsr @evmiena FObEIH
&L BSsTuaTD  (sToeTeVAF)  priLpbs  ClFiig
Q& TEITL_6HLOGBTET  HTTESTBIGENETUILD  (LPEW D FHEM T
Wb Sjeui @)FFemud@ plallimyr?

(=) () »agsCsTLL 2023.05.23 g0

SsF H1455515@ BLAUGEMSE 6T(HdETMLOE

SHITET & TTERTBISHENETILYLD;

(i) 2023.10.199> FaFweatn BlF HEDLEFHSSE,
Ydbgerd Blevwener OO L 1q6srmey jemiliLh)

SjemLogHledr

emeudsliu’ L Gussripenmufiiger  GumGUD

®DU|iD;
(i)  pewDCuw 2024.01.30gy,10 FleBlwesTmd
2024.03.11y0  FaFwesiimd  HlF  SyewwE

Aesrrsd @levsiens FOWHSHIS Inl (HSSTLSTSH
515 AP DISF ST

LIleSTLIMH D T6W LD&E: T6T &Y 638T MBI 6M GITIL|LD;

QUIPBISLILIL L

(iv) mlred ewwFfaTTeid 67% LIBIGEM L eDLOW TET
rrest HlewmBeMuilerTaid @evmiendsd FObHEI%H
o (HSSTUSTSSISTIESH]  Rewwimed ) (Lpsmds
SLULIHID (Lpew MEm WiwLb;

Ui @)dFFewLdb@ Mlalliiuryr?
@) @erGpev, srsir?



575

208Ee®xInd

asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House of the reasons and
methods by which Sri Lanka Cement Corporation
(SLCC) entered into an agreement with Asha
Minerals (Pvt.) Ltd. for exploration and
development violating the Mines and Minerals
Act, the Intellectual Property Act and the
fundamental rights of Puttalam Ilmenite Limited
(PIL), which possessed required licenses long
before Asha Minerals (Pvt.) Ltd.?

Will he also inform this House of the-

(i) reasons for not taking action on the letter
dated 23.05.2023 of the Ministry of
Industries;

(i) outcome of the appeal of PIL forwarded to
the Ministry of Finance on 19.10.2023;

(iii) reasons for not following the instructions
given to the SLCC by the Ministry of
Finance on 30.01.2024 and 11.03.2024
respectively; and

(iv) manner in which compliance is enforced on
SLCC by the Line Ministry and the
Treasury, as the sole shareholder of it?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - President, Minister of
Defence and Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies)
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(@) srpyew L wgsiTy.

(@)

It is observed in the examination of previous files
that the agreement entered into by the Sri Lanka
Cement Corporation with Asha Minerals (Pvt.)
Ltd. was an agreement entered into without the
consent/awareness of the Ministry of Industry,
which was the Line Ministry at that time.
Therefore, information was sought from the
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(b)

©

578

Chairman of the Cement Corporation regarding
the reasons and methods for entering into the said
agreement and the said information was included
in the Chairman's letter dated 05.08.2024

submitted as Annexure 01%,

Furthermore, even if it is stated in the letter of the
Chairman of the Cement Corporation dated
05.08.2024 that the Sri Lanka Cement
Corporation was informed by the Ministry of
Industry by its letter dated 23.11.2022 to provide
necessary facilities to Asha Minerals (Pvt.) Ltd. to
extract the Puttalam ilmenite deposit, it is
observed that the letter dated 23.11. 2022 of the
Secretary of the Ministry of Industry submitted as
Annexure 02* only states " A request made by
Asha Minerals (Pvt.) Ltd. for obtaining samples is
referred to the Sri Lanka Cement Corporation for
further work".

(1) The relevant letter is a letter addressed to
the Secretary to the President by the
Secretaryof the Ministry of Industry, which
was the Line Ministry at that time.

(ii)  As per the appeal dated 19.10.2023 sent by
the Puttalam Ilmenite Limited to the
Ministry of  Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies, the
relevant parties have been convened and
given necessary recommendations on
30.01.2024 and 11.03.2024. The discussion
notes containing the decisions reached and
recommendations made at  those
discussions have been forwarded in writing
to the Sri Lanka Cement Corporation on
05.02.2024 and 25.03.2024, respectively.

(iii) It is stated in the letter dated 05.08.2024
(Annexure 01) of the Chairman of Sri
Lanka Cement Corporation that as per the
instructions given by the Ministry of
Finance, Economic Stabilization and
National Policies to the Sri Lanka Cement
Corporation on 30.01.2024 and 11.03.2024
respectively, the approval of the Board of
Directors of Sri Lanka Cement Corporation
had not been given "for handing over the
Aruwakkalu limestone quarry owned by
the Sri Lanka Cement Corporation without
making any payment to the owner of the
land and in a way that makes it a
disadvantage to the Corporation and the
Government of Sri Lanka”.

(iv)  Sri Lanka Cement Corporation is an entity
with legal personality incorporated under
the State Industrial Corporations Act, No.
49 of 1957. The Board of Directors is
responsible for the overall performance of
all its operations, management and control.

Does not arise.
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