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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, I am also a Member of that Committee.
Yesterday also I pointed out that with this deal, there is a
serious implication for the country. I talked, in my speech
yesterday, about the drop in tourist arrivals, that when you
compare the tourist arrivals in the country duing the
period of the first three months of this year with that of
last year, a heavy drop has been observed. I questioned
the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority’s Director
General at a meeting of the Committee on Public Finance.
I showed him the graph and the details, and he agreed
before the Committee that this drop is because of this new
visa fiasco. This is causing severe stress economically for
the country and ultimately, that is what is going to
happen. We have also agreed with the IMF to have a
Governance Diagnostic Assessment of our Government's
activities. This is a serious violation of procurement
procedures and therefore, this is going to impact even on
the IMF programme. That is what I see. I have also
annexed a separate report with some details, which I have
taken up at the Committee. Ultimately, the amount of
money that will be transferred to this new entity after 16
years is almost US Dollars 2.65 billion, and this is going
to result in a serious violation of financial discipline in the
country.

Therefore, this has to be thoroughly probed without
waiting for the so-called forensic report from the Auditor-
General. Now, this is a property of the House. Sir, it has
been presented to you and you are the Speaker. You can
invite the Attorney-General to examine this and refer it to
the Criminal Investigation Department or the Commission
to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption
because this has serious implications. I dare say that this
is 10 times more than the Central Bank bond scam. That
is my estimation and I take responsibility for what I am
saying. Some of our Hon. Members are also looking at
other options, but I would invite your attention to this,
Hon. Speaker, because this has a serious implication for
the country. Therefore, this must be referred to the
Attorney-General, the CID and the Commission to
Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption to go
into the background regarding this matter.

Thank you.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of government-owned paddy
warehouses in Sri Lanka;

(ii)  the areas where they are established;

(iii) the quantity of paddy stored in them at
present;

(iv) whether it is planned to construct new
paddy warehouses; and

(v) ifso, in which areas?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether the government-owned paddy
warehouses have been used for other
purposes; and

(i) if'so, what those purposes are?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(¥

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

the number of licences that have been
issued by the Geological Survey and Mines
Bureau since 2015 to date;

the procedure followed by the said Bureau
in issuing licences;

whether he is aware that it has been
revealed in the Committee on Public
Enterprises of Parliament that the
independence of the licensing process is
being influenced,

if so, the measures that have been taken to
ensure the independence of the licensing
process; and

the measures that will be taken to restore the
above institution out of the corrupt situation
it is in?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation

Industries:

(@) Will he inform this House -
(i) the total milk requirement of Sri Lanka;

(i) the quantity of milk produced in Sri Lanka,
as opposed to the requirement; and
(i) the amount spent on importing milk powder
in the year 2023?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the total egg production in Sri Lanka in the
year 2023;
(i) as to how the egg production has been

fluctuated in year 2023 in comparison to
the year 2022;

(i)  the current production cost of an egg; and

(iv) the measures that have been taken to reduce

the cost of production and the prices of
eggs?

() Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture
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MULTIPURPOSE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES:
KURUNEGALA DISTRICT
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
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(=) GsrCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food
Security:

(@ Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of multipurpose co-operative
societies in the Kurunegala District;

(i) the number of employees serving in those
co-operative societies;

(i)  the services provided by those co-operative
societies;

(iv) the number of regional outlets controlled by
the societies; and

(v) the measures that have been taken to

develop the co-operative movement in the
Kurunegala District?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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LANDLESS LOW-INCOME EARNERS: ALLOTMENT OF LANDS

1155/2024
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Tourism and Lands:
(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the landless, low-income earners in
Sri Lanka have been identified by now;

(i) whether a transparent system has been

developed for the allotment of land to them;
and

(i) the date, if any, that the system will be
implemented?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

O BONBDROB, w@DIO® W QWO GLiH®
O EDST @ OO YEH WO B8R wwion*® momdo.

* esepe@aw O@» »d» c¢ 8EH0:
* FLumi§1_gals) eneusasLii L aflsor
* Answer tabled:

(® )

(i) pedBew oCm® omOdw 08 @® g8d
glocwusy Agsied aC B8O amd 9R® ermn@nsied
eCamed Bw 888 O, O BES O8sT mYSL
Boenm, 9RO »Dedd wews 9E8u WO wLEHS
sBmlwr S D s WA el PR ERERD B
omed. & wem O »Oeds v cuece 1935 goum 17
&0 PO 6308 o eyent wo 1947 gom 08 ¢ozd
Sed 9RO aegs v woes Sund WS ary.

e OB Ve o D).

(ili) O® POedLw @O O B0 HuwiStOm ©d.

(#9)  a@cg ezned.

@wi8n Sdd mOWS BB yBes-eImsen:
yOB® 8 FRES O g8 yBBg»
2 5055 @mmISlmentssliul L GTIHD FLL
LMIFTEMLOLILSS6T. (PSTETHMLD LomH MmILD
o _eTerL_&asLiLL(herer 67 LT (Hser
PROPOSED UNIFIED LABOUR LAW REFORMS: PROGRESS
AND PROVISIONS INCLUDED
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asked the
Employment:

Minister of Labour and Foreign

(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) the progress of the introduction of proposed
unified labour law reforms;

(i) if there is progress, separately, the date that

the new legislation will be gazetted in this
regard and the date it will be presented to
Parliament; and

(i)  ifthere is no progress, reason for the delay?
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(b) Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether provisions exist in the proposed
labour law reforms to address the less
female participation in labour-force;

(i) if'so, the relevant provisions; and

(i)  if not, the reasons for exclusion?

(c) Will he further inform this House-

(i) the provisions with regard to flexible and
part-time work in the proposed reforms;

(i) whether the effects of the prevailing

informalization on female labour have been
taken into account; and

(iii)  if not, steps taken to formalize the issues on
female labour?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation

Industries:

(a) Will he inform this House -

V)

(i)
(iif)

whether an assessment has been conducted
regarding the annual crop damage due to
wildlife activity;

if so, the steps thereon; and

the measures adopted as of now to
minimize the damage?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara to second the
Motion. You have five minutes.

[1.14 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)

Thank you very much, Hon. Presiding Member, for
giving me this opportunity.

First of all, I would like to thank the Hon. Dullas
Alahapperuma for bringing this very important Motion to
Parliament. I think this Parliament would take measures
to implement this proposal effectively in the future.
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Next, the Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Udayana Kirindigoda to the Chair?

@G Ve gevBesd® dnm

(wrewr @ Level anriGLI(HLD)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)

GRownGi®) ©0; OFROB, "od ccwm BBEewd
OTE @1 157 Rrwmrw 0n Wre' & ® ewddsn ®Omda.

O O ®esIessT DHnmn
(orewrLyfl@ w@err &Genrassr)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

8837 IS0 mom G&.

2 CLomr Bl
Seconded.

g S@esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr BB LILIL (B) eTDms GCIsmeramLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. VELU KUMAR left the Chair, and THE
HON. UDAYANA KIRINDIGODA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.

208B0®27290 3O ¢mmced @.w1. 3.030, 2024 & 230»
Fe00;01¢3 &.00. 9.30 O o »& Sode.

gLy L. . 3.03
wewsv 23, Glrsiieumiisspsmn ap.i. 9.30 wenflaiswr psslswaudssL

wenfls@  umrgrepwspw, 2024

L gy
Parliament adjourned accordingly at 3.03 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 23rd July, 2024.
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