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PRINCIPAL

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Public Security Proclamation [Col. 1]
Navy Act: Proclamation [Col. 3]

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sri Lanka Electricity Bill: Determination of the Supreme
Court [Cols. 3-35]

Sri Lanka Telecommunications (Amendment) Bill: Petitions
to the Supreme Court [Col. 55]

Economic Transformation Bill: Petitions to the Supreme
Court [Col. 56]

Privilege: “Irida Mawbima” News Report of 07.04.2024
[Col. 57]

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Defence: Nomination
of Member [Col. 57]

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade, Commerce and
Food Security: Nomination of Member [Col. 57]

Committee on Economic Stabilization: Nomination of
Member [Col. 58]

Sectoral Oversight Committee on an Open and Accountable
Government: Substitution of Member [Col. 58]

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Children, Women and
Gender: Substitution of Member [Col. 58]

Chairman's Panel: Nomination of Member [Col. 59]

Committee on Constitutional Affairs: Nomination of
Members [Col. 59]

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT [Col. 60]

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS
[Col. 64]

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS [Col. 64]

CONTENTS

REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE OF NATIONAL COUNCIL
ON IDENTIFYING PRIORITIES IN FORMULATION OF
SHORT, MEDIUM AND LONG-TERM NATIONAL
POLICIES [Col. 65]

PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT [Col. 65]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Cols. 91-112]

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Resolution of Salary Issues Relating to Non-Academic Staff
of Universities [Col. 116]
Continuous Strike Action by University Non-Academic
Staff [Col. 118]

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS:
Institute of Quantity Surveyors, Sri Lanka (Incorporation)
(Amendment) - [The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody] -
Read the First Time [Col. 125]

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT BILL:
Second Reading - Debate Adjourned [Cols. 125-202]

INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED SHIPBROKERS OF SRI
LANKA (INCORPORATION) BILL:
Considered, read the Third time, and passed as amended
[Col. 202]

DEDIGAMA SRI MAITHRI PRAGNARTHA BOUDDHA

EDUCATIONAL DAHAM SABHAWA
(INCORPORATION) BILL:
Considered, read the Third time, and passed as amended
[Col. 203]
ADJOURNMENT MOTION:

Absorption of School Sports Coaches into Academic Staff
[Cols. 204-209]

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Col. 209-212]
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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 05™ August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)

Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Abeywardena, Wajira (National List) [From 22nd July, 2022]

Adaikkalanathan, Amirthanathan (Vanni)

Ahamed, Zenulabdeen Naseer (Batticaloa) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 06th
October, 2023]

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Appuhamy, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)

Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)

Athaullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa) [Died, 09th May, 2022]

Athukorala, Palawaththe Athukoralalage Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)

Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)

B
Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)
Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)
Bathiudeen, Abdul Rishad (Vanni)
Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C

Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List) [Resigned on 13th September, 2021]
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga, Gevindu (National List)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dharmasena, Wijesingha Herath Mudiyanselage (Moneragala)
Dhileeban, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)
Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dissanayake, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)Dolawatte, Premnath C. (Colombo)
Dushmantha, H.R. Sarathi (Kegalle)



lvi

Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Faleel, Mohamed Marjan Azmi (National List)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachchakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)

Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Fowzie, Abdul Hameed Mohamed (Colombo) [From 24th January, 2023]

G

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 08th May, 2024]
Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardena, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)
Gunawardene, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)

Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)



lvii

Kajendren, Selvarajah (National List)

Kalai Arasan, Thavaraja (National List)

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)

Karunakaram, Govinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunatilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)

Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Wadduwage Manju Lalith Varna (Kalutara) [From 30th November, 2021]
Kumarasinghe, Mrs. Geetha Samanmale (Galle)

Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Mabharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha) [From 08th April, 2021]
Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imthiaz Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Moulana, Seyed Ali Zahir (Batticaloa) [From 11th October, 2023]
Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Muthukumarana, S. C. (Anuradhapura) [from 28th February, 2024]
Muzammil, Mohomad (National List)

N

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Nalin Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Nandasena, H. (Anuradhapura) [Died, 04th April, 2024]
Navarathna, Asanka Samithajeewa (Kurunegala)

Nawananda, Gayashan (Moneragala)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)
Nirmalanathan, Iruthayanathan Charles (Vanni)

Nishantha, Sanath (Puttalam) [Died, 25th January, 2024]
Noharathalingam, S. (Vanni)

Pasqual, Anupa Pium (Kalutara)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)

Pathirana, Ramesh (Galle)

Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslem (Badulla)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha (National List) [Resigned on 06th July, 2021] [Reappointed on 17th
September, 2021]

Perera, Kulappu Arachchige Don Dhammika (National List) [From 10th June, 2022]

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)



Iviii

Piyathissa, Nimal (Nuwara Eliya)

Ponnambalam, Gajenthirakumar Gankesar (Jaffna)

Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathne, Uddika (Anuradhapura) [Resigned on 26th February, 2024]
Prishanthi, Mrs. Muditha (Ratnapura)

Priyankara, L.K. Jagath (Puttalam) [From 30th January, 2024]

Priyantha, Ashoka (Puttalam)

Pushpakumara, A.P. Jagath (Moneragala)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Raghavan, Surendra (National List)

Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo) [Resigned on 20th January, 2023] [Reappointed on 09th May, 2024]
Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Basil Rohana (National List) [From 07th July, 2021] [Resigned on 09th June, 2022]
Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Shasheendra (Moneragala)

Rajapakse, Ajith (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Gunathilaka (Mahanuwara)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)

Rajapakshe, Raja Manthreelage Thilak (Digamadulla)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)

Ramanayake, AA. Ranjan Leo Sylvester (Gampaha) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 12th January, 2021]
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)

Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)

Ranaweera, Bulathwalage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathana Thero, Ven.Athuraliya (National List) [From 18th December, 2020]

Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)

Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabry, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara) [Resigned on 25th November, 2021]
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samarawickrama, S. Jagath (Polonnaruwa) [From 17th May, 2022]
Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Santhirakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Seneviratne, John (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)

Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)

Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)

Sumithraarachchi, Jagath Kumara (Colombo)
Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)



lix

Tennakoon, Premitha Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)
Udukumbura, U.K. Sumith (Kurunegala)
Undugoda, Rupasinghage Pradeep Saman Kumara (Colombo)

v
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)
Vitarana, Tissa (National List)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)

Wasalathilaka, Wasalathilaka Gedara Nayana Priyankara (Badulla) [From 12th January, 2024]
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekera, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasena, M.G. (Anuradhapura) [From 05th April, 2024]
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Wickremesinghe, Ranil (National List) [From 18th June, 2021] [Elected to Office of President on 20th July, 2022]
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Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)

Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yapabandara, Wasantha (Mahanuwara)
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The Hon. Hector Appuhamy (Chairman), The Hon. Dilan Perera, The Hon. Faizal Cassim, The Hon. Kapila Athukorala,
The Hon. S. M. Marikkar, The Hon. Ishak Rahuman, The Hon. U.K. Sumith Udukumbura. The Hon. (Dr.) (Major)
Pradeep Undugoda, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardena, The Hon. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunna, The Hon.
Gunathilaka Rajapaksha, The Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Sectoral Oversight Committee on a Just and Law-abiding Society

The Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne (Chairman), The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana, The Hon. Janaka
Bandara Thennakoon, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. M. S.
Thowfeek, The Hon. Thisakuti Arachchi, The Hon. K. P. S. Kumarasiri, The Hon. Isuru Dodangoda,
The Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health

The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana, The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda,
The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Jagath Kumara
Sumithraarachchi, The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. Kumarasiri
Rathnayaka, The Hon. M. Rameshwaran, The Hon. Samanpriya Herath, The Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Children, Women and Gender

The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala (Chairman), The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku. The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha
Prishanthi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe, The Hon. D. Weeerasingha, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula
Dissanayake, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya, The Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama, The Hon. Jagath
Priyankara

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Media, Youth, Heritage and New Citizen

The Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara (Chairman), The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,
The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff, The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. Thisakutti
Arachchi, The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe,
The Hon. Thavaraja Kalai Arasan, The Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on an Open and Accountable Government

The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne, The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana,
The Hon. J. C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Mohomad Muzammil, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. Sanjeeva
Edirimanna, The Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha, The
Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, The Hon. Marjan Faleel

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Defence
The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, The
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon. (Dr.) (Major) Pradeep Undugoda

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies

The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.
Kabir Hashim, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, The Hon. M. W. D. Sahan Pradeep Withana, The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith
Bandara

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Technology
The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Imran
Mahroof, The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowerment

The Hon. Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe, The Hon. Anupa Pasqual, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The
Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula
Dissanayake, The Hon. Jagath Priyankara

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Ports, Shipping and Aviation
The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman), The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara, The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake,
The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon A. H. M. Fowzie, The Hon. Tissa Attanayake, The Hon. Hesha Withanage

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Investment Promotion
The Hon. Dilum Amunugama, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. Dhammika Perera, The Hon. Niroshan Perera,
The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local

Government

The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena (Chairman), The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura, The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha, The Hon.
Wajira Abeywardana, The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Shan Vijayalal
De Silva, The Hon. Sudath Manjula

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries
The Hon. Douglas Devananda (Chairman), The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.
Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunna, The Hon. Marjan Faleel

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education

The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, (Chairman), The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon.
(Dr.) Suren Raghavan, The Hon. Anupa Pasqual, The Hon. Wimalaweera Dissanayake, The Hon. Charles
Nirmalanathan, The Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport and Highways

The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana (Chairman), The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Siripala Gamalath, The
Hon. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan, The Hon. Dilum Amunugama, The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana, The Hon.
Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Mohamad Muzammil, The Hon.Lalith Varna Kumara

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Mass Media

The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana (Chairman), The Hon. Shantha Bandara, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The
Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar, The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff, The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda, The Hon. Sanjeeva
Edirimanna

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Health

The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana (Chairman), The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola,
The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne, The Hon. Faizal Cassim, The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan
Nawananda, The Hon. (Dr.) (Major) Pradeep Undugoda

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Water Supply and Estate Infrastructure Development
The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman (Chairman), The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. A. L. M.
Athaullah, The Hon. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunna, The Hon. M. Rameshwaran
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture and Plantation Industries

The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera (Chairman), The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, The Hon. Lohan Ratwatte, The
Hon. D.B. Herath, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The Hon. Sivagnanam
Shritharan, The Hon. Udayakantha Gunathilaka, The Hon. Kulasingam Dhileeban, The Hon. Upul Mahendra
Rajapaksha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation
The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, The Hon. Kapila
Athukorala, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, The Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms

The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe (Chairman), The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. Sagara
Kariyawasam

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Tourism and Lands
The Hon. Harin Fernando (Chairman), The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe, The Hon. Gayantha
Karunatilleka, The Hon. Kapila Athukorala, The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industries

The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana (Chairman), The Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera, The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake,
The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. U.K. Sumith
Udukumbura, The Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Urban Development and Housing

The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga (Chairman), The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage, The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon.
Mano Ganesan, The Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The Hon. Milan Jayathilake, The
Hon. Madhura Withanage

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs

The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry (Chairman), The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake, The Hon. Namal
Rajapaksa, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya, The Hon.
Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka (Chairman), The Hon. Tissa Attanayake, The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The
Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha, The Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power and Energy

The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera (Chairman), The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath, The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon.
Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake, The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Nalin Bandara
Jayamaha, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Environment
The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura, The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena, The Hon. Isuru Dodangoda, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha
Prishanthi, The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath,

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Sports and Youth Affairs
The Hon. Harin Fernando (Chairman), The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka, The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, The
Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Hesha Withanage, The Hon. Milan Jayathilake, The Hon. D. Weerasingha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Irrigation

The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Lohan Ratwatte, The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa,
The Hon. W.H.M. Dharmasena, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. D. Weerasingha, The Hon. Yadamini
Gunawardena, The Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Labour and Foreign Employment
The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara (Chairman), The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara, The Hon. D.B. Herath, The Hon. W.D.J.
Seneviratne, The Hon. Palani Thigambaram, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Security
The Hon. Tiran Alles (Chairman), The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Thushara
Indunil Amarasena, The Hon. Akila Ellawala, The Hon. Madhura Withanage

Ministerial Consultative Committee on State Plantation Enterprises Reforms
The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya (Chairman), The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon.
Sampath Athukorala, The Hon. Thisakutti Arachchi, The Hon. M. Rameshwaran

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade, Commerce and Food Security
The Hon. Nalin Fernando (Chairman), The Hon. S. Viyalanderan, The Hon. Vadivel Suresh, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The
Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri, The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku
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SELECT COMMITTEES

Select Committee to Look into and Report to Parliament Its Recommendations to Ensure Gender Equity and
Equality with Special Emphasis on Looking into Gender Based Discriminations and Violations of Women’s
Rights in Sri Lanka
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. (Mrs.)

Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanamle Kumarasinghe, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Dilan Perera, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.
Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. M.
Udayakumar, The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem, The Hon. M.
Rameshwaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake, The Hon.

(Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya

Select Committee to Consider the Government Business Presented to Parliament by the Public Institutions that
Do Not Come under the Purview of the Existing Ministries
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena (Chairman), The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon.
Johnston Fernando, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram

Select Committee to Study the Practical Problems and Difficulties in Relation to Preparation for the Proposed
“Business Ready (B-READY)” Index in Sri Lanka and Make Its Proposals and Recommendations

The Hon. Madhura Withanage (Chairman), The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa,
The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana, The Hon. Mohomad Muzammil, The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan,
The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The

Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara

Select Committee to Investigate into Incidents of Infringement of Privileges of the Members of Parliament and of

the Parliament and to Make Suitable Recommendations in that Regard
The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka,
The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Wajira Abeywardena, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon. M. A.

Sumanthiran

Select Committee to Look into Whether the Child Malnutrition Issue in Sri Lanka is Aggravating and to Identify
Short-term, Medium-term and Long-term Measures to be Taken in That Regard as well as to Oversee the
Speedy Implementation of the Identified Measures
The Hon. Vadivel Suresh (Chairman), The Hon. Nalin Fernando, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola,

The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan,
The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. (Dr.) Upul
Galappaththi, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem,
The Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe, The Hon. Weerasumana
Weerasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake, The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath, The Hon. (Ms.) Harini
Amarasuriya, The Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama

Select Committee to Investigate into and to Make Suitable Recommendations Relating to the Disasters Caused by
New Diamond and X-Press Pearl Vessels in the Maritime Zone of Sri Lanka
The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana (Chairman), The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan,
The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath
Weerasekera, The Hon. Niroshan Perera, The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon.
Thushara Indunil Amarasena, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Varuna Liyanage, The
Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. Akila Ellawala, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Kokila Gunawardene, The Hon. Milan Jayathilake, The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. (Dr.) Thilak
Rajapakshe, The Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe, The Hon. Yadamini

Gunawardena

Select Committee to Look into and Identify the Mechanisms to be Implemented In Order to Immediately Control
and Eradicate the Rapidly Spreading Drug Menace in the Country and to Submit Observations and
Recommendations to Parliament in that Regard
The Hon. Tiran Alles (Chairman), The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola,

The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda,
The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi, The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya, The Hon. Asanka Navarathna,
The Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha, The Hon. Thavaraja Kalai Arasan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake
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Select Committee to Investigate Causes for Financial Bankruptcy Declared by the Government and to Report to
Parliament and Submit Its Proposals and Recommendations in this Regard
The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam (Chairman), The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. D.V. Chanaka,
The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda,
The Hon. (Dr.) (Major) Pradeep Undugoda, The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara
Kottegoda, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara

Select Committee to Carry Out an In-depth Investigation into the Issues That Have Arisen Related to the Nilwala
River and Other Water Bodies in Matara District and to Make Recommendations for the Development of a Set
of New Reconstruction Proposals
The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon. Kanchana

Wijesekera, The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa, The Hon. Maithreepala
Sirisena, The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The Hon.
Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. Hesha Withanage, The Hon. Sampath Athukorala,
The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku, The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi, The Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva, The
Hon. Isuru Dodangoda, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka, The Hon. Weerasumana
Weerasinghe

Select Committee to Make Recommendations for the Review and Reform of Legal Education in Sri Lanka
The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry,
The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Rauff
Hakeem, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam,
The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Sagara
Kariyawasam
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Mrs. W.G.P.R. Samanmali, Mrs. R.S. Alahapperuma, Mrs. H.G. Maduka Shithari, Mrs. M.B.T.N. Priyadarshani, Miss S. Thushanthini,
Miss S.U. Ranasinghe, M.A.K.S. Sanjeewani, Mrs. S.N. Kalawana

SENIOR COMMITTEE REPORTERS - Mrs. P.G.K.N. Mihiri, Mrs. J.A.T. Samanthika

COMMITTEE REPORTERS — Mrs. J.K.I. Nilmini, Mrs. Mrs. L.P.Wadanambi, Miss T.P.R.T. Kumari, Mrs. D.S. Hewavithana, Miss. R.P.G.
Kumari

SENIOR INDEXING OFFICERS — Mr. M.M.M. Nasaar, Miss S.A.D. Manori, Mrs. M.B.V.N.T. Fernando, Mr. A M.C.M. Adikari
RECORDING SUPERVISOR- Mr. L.S. Ranasinghe

FINANCE AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (FINANCE) — Mr. G. Sarath Kumara

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mrs. K.A.I. Senarathna, (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. L.B.R. Pathmasiri (Principal Officer);
Mrs. R.AAN.D. Alwis, Mr. M.A.K.D.C. Kumara (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. R.M.S. Samanjika, Mr. S.L. Wickrema, Mr. W.K.D.S.
Kumarasiri, Mrs. T.P. de Costa, Mrs. L.D.H. Molligoda, Mrs. H.E.C. Silva (Assistant Principal Officers)

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES OFFICE — Mr. N. N. Wewelwela (Assistant Director—Administration); Mrs. H.A.T.D. Hewarachchi (Principal
Officer); Mrs. E.A.N.M. Edirisinghe, Mrs. U.M.S. Prabhashini, Mrs. D.R.A.M.D. Sewwanthi, Mr. T.G. Balasuriya, Mr. T. H. S. U. Thirimanna
(Assistant Principal Officers)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mr. LM.A K. Idirisinghe (Assistant Parliamentary Officer)
RECEIVING OFFICER - Mr. B. K. Sampath

SHROFF — Mr. M.G.N.G. Dharmasena

STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. M.P. G. Silva

PURCHASING OFFICER - Mr. M.G.P K. Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. K. K. D. Hannadi

CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL)— Mr. S.S.Elvitigala

CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) — Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne

INSPECTOR (CIVIL)- Mr. C. U. B. Gamage

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.A.S. Lalith Kumara
TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. N.M.S.S. Nawarathne

TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) - Mrs. H.D. Jayakody, Mr. P. R. Wickramaarachchi

ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. B..K. Chanaka
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CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES)- Mr. R. H. Edirisinghe
EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr. L.K.C.S. Gajanayake

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. D.D.I. Thushara

F & B MANAGER - Mr. K.S. Sumanaweera

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. K.A.D.A. Wijesiri

SOUS CHEF - Mr. D.M.M.M.B. Ulapane

ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. K. N. Basnayake

RESTAURANT MANAGERS - Mr. G.D. Anil, Mr. W.N.R. Wijewardena, Mr. D.H.B.B. Pathmasiri, Mr. H.D.T. Priyantha, Mr. J.A.S.K. Jayakody,
Mr. D.S. Rohana, Mr. W.D.S.R. Kumara

GARDEN SUPERVISOR - Mr. R.M.J. Rajapaksha
SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna, Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri
HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. G.R.S.K.D. Gamlath, Mr. B. D. Jagath Kumara

F & B SUPERVISORS - Mr. N. W. M. Turin, Mr. A.D.D.S. Gunasekara, Mr. S.J. Gamage, Mr. H.R.K.S.K. Peiris, Mr. U.A.D. Nishantha,
Mr. I.G.C. Kumara

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. G.A. Wijesinghe
CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr. P.R. Wijesinghe, Mr. B.T.R. Hewamana , Mr. R.P. Helambage, Mr. M.W.W.M.P.C.C. Walgama

LEADING COOKS - Mr. D.A.A.Amarathunga, Mr. A.A.D. Suranga, Mr. K.V.A. Jayawardene, Mr. RM.M. Srimal, Mr. G.S.P. Suraweera, Mr.
B.A.P. Pushpakumara, Mr. P.D.P. Pushpakumara, Mr. M.B.A.P. Muthukumarana,

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. M. J. Perera

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. P.H. Kumarasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. K.R. Herath (Principal Officer); Mrs. V.P.G.S.
Vidanapathirana, Mr. R.A.R.L. Ranawaka, Mr. S.A.M. Shaheed, Mrs. A.C.F. Nusrath (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. A.N.D. Gunarathna, Mrs.
J.M.S. Nirmani, Mr. U.P.B.M. Undugoda (Assistant Principal Officers); Miss E.H. Jayaweera, Mr. K.D.G.M. Krisantha (Parliamentary Officers)

BILLS OFFICE - Mr. D.D.UK. Munasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.W.N.C.S. Fernando (Principal Officer);
Mr. J. Naseerdeen (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. K.C.K. Peiris, Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee, Mrs. M.E.K.K. Fernando, Miss D.R.K. Ranasinghe
(Assistant Principal Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.M. Bulathsinhala (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. U. N. Panditha (Principal Officer);
Mr. R.C. Wijeyathilake , Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalanda, Mrs. W.L.S.D. de Alwis (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. W.M.L.M. Weerasinghe,
Mrs. W.W.S.R.M.H. Samaranayake, Mrs. H.N. Fernandopulle (Assistant Principal Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE II — Mrs. HM.C.N.K. Herath (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. S.W.T.R. de Silva (Principal Officer);
Mr. H.U.P. Kumara, Mrs. D.C.S. Rupasinghe, Mrs. R.P.Y.T. Warusavithana, Mr. M.R.D.T. Thilakasiri (Deputy Principal Officers)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. N.S. Wickramarathne, Mrs. K.T.C.K. Peiris (Assistant
Directors-Administration); Mr. K.P. Chandana (Principal Officer); Mr. KM.G.K. Jayawardana, Miss G.K.C. Thilakarathna, Mr. J.T.L.P. Sameera,
Mrs. G.M.H.S. Gamlath, Miss H.M.D. Lakmali, Mrs. M. S. Bandulahewa (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. G.V.S.K. Kumari (Parliamentary
Officer)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. M.K.S.D. Alwis (Principal
Officer); Mrs. J.A.D. Jayasinghe (Deputy Principal Officer); Mr. K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri (Assistant principal Officer); Ms. D.L.T. Munasinghe
(Parliamentary Officer)

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE - Miss. SSR.M.H.G. Samaradiwakara (Assistant Director - Administration);
Mrs. C.M. Subasinghe (Principal Officer); Mrs. D.V.O. Weerakoon, Mrs. G.R.U. Gamage (Deputy Principal Officers)

NATIONAL COUNCIL OFFICE — Mrs. BJ. Abeysinghe (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. B.W.K.J. Welarathne, Miss D.L.T. Sarathchandra
(Assistant Principal Officers)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss. K.D.S. Wijenayake

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mrs. J.P.M.P. Jayasinghe, Mrs. D.G. Wasana Madushani

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN—Mr. A .H.L.A.R. Weerasiri, Mrs. W.K.H. Jayani, Mr. S.H.M.W. Samarakoon, Mr. W.A.A.Wekkasinghe
CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mrs. G.R.A. Godagama
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SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mr. M. Ajiwadeen, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi

RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. RN.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mr. V. Muralithas, Mrs. D.S.P.AK. De Silva, Miss A.G.J.
Chathurika

ASSISTANT RESEARCH OFFICERS - Ms. G. H. M. S. S. Ananda, Ms. K. S. Saubhagya
CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. W.M.U. Bandara
DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. J.A.S.P. Perera, Mr. C.J. Karunaratne, Mr. A.G. Mohamed Fiqrhi

SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. K.D.R. Padmasiri, Mr. A. Saravanabavanandan, Mr. G.F.B. Sureshwaran, Mrs. N.B.C.J.
Nissanga, Mr. P.L.P.L. Kumarasiri, Mr. P. Shanthakumar, Mr. S. Rameshkumar, Mrs. R. Vasanthi Perera, Mr. M. Ajithkumar, Mr. M.H.M. Ramis,
Mrs. A.L.A.D. Thiumini, Mr. E.A. Amarasena, Mr. EEM.N.S.M. Ekanayake, Mr. D.D.V.N. Dhammage, Mr. M.Z.M. Azka

PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. M.I.M. Fazi, Mr. N.J. Wickramage, Mr. C. Manimaran, Mr. P.M.A. Hussain, Mr. B.M. Razeel,
Mr. S. Pradeep

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR (INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT)- Mr. N.B.U. Nawagamuwa

SYSTEMS ENGINEER - Mr. C.J. Willoraarachchi

SYSTEMS ANALYST -

COMMUNICATION / SECURITY ENGINEER - Mr. G.N. Lakmahal

SYSTEMS DESIGNER - Mr. M.N.C. Wickramasinghe

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. A.S.D.M. Wickramaratne

WEB AND NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR -

SENIOR COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS- Mr. D. Panditha, Miss P.M.M. Chandima

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. S.A.A.B. Athukorala

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (SINHALA/ ENGLISH) - Mr. U.L. Geeganage

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (ENGLISH/ TAMIL) - Mr. M.N.M. Shifaq

SENIOR HELP DESK CO-ORDINATOR - Mrs. B.N.H. Thissera

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Miss. A.P.K.K.P. Thilakaratne

SENIOR COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mrs. P. Jehanya, Mr. J.S. Colombage, Mrs. K.G.S. Sewwandhi, Mr. W.H.U.D. Piyathunga,
Mr. N.D.D.P. Premasiri, Mr. K.P.P.S. Romawardhana, Mrs. W.D.A. Jayarukshi, Mr. L.G. Ashiq Ali, Mr. A.R.M. Rikaz Aly, Mr. A.M. Fowsul
Ameen

SENIOR COMPUTER TECHNICIANS - Mr. G.M.T. Perera, Mr. H.S. Sathyajith

SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS - Mr. V.R.S.J. Somaratne, Mr. W.S. Suranga

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION
DIRECTOR (COMMUNICATION) -
PUBLIC OUTREACH MANAGER - Miss R.M.B.R. Ramanayake

MEDIA MANAGER — Mrs. R.M.N.P.M. Hathiyaldeniya

PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICERS — Mrs. H.D.LE. Wickramasinghe, Mr. P. Rudrakumar, Mr. M.G.D.L. Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Y.L. Rishmiya
Nootan

MEDIA OFFICERS — Mr. H.A K.AM. Jayalath, Mr. A.G.M.M.M. Nusky, Mr. M. Pirassath, Mr. B.S.K. Ekanayake, Mrs. U.U.M. Perera

MEDIA OFFICER (STILL AND VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHER) - Mr. U.G. Nuwan Duminda

PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICE COORDINATORS — Mr. A.G.P. Amarasinghe, Mr. S. Jeyaprakash
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the
Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the Bill
titled “Sri Lanka Electricity”, which was challenged in the
Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the
Constitution.

In the said Determination, the Supreme Court has

summarized the constitutionality of the Bill as follows:

e The Bill, as a whole, is inconsistent with Article 12

(1) of the Constitution and shall only be passed by
the special majority of Parliament required under
Article 84(2). This inconsistency shall however
cease, if Clause 1(2) and Clause 1(3) are amended as
set out in the summary of the Determination of the
Supreme Court.

e C(Clauses 3(6)(a) and 10(1)(c) are inconsistent with

Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only be
passed by the special majority required under Article
84(2). However, the inconsistency shall cease if those
Clauses are amended as set out in the summary of the
Determination of the Supreme Court.

e The first proviso to Clause 11(1) of the Bill is

inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution
and shall only be passed by the special majority of
Parliament required under Article 84(2). However,
the said inconsistency shall cease if the Clause is
amended as set out in the summary of the
Determination of the Supreme Court.

e C(lause 17 is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the

Constitution and shall only be passed by the special
majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2).
The said inconsistency shall however cease and
Clause 17 may be passed by a simple majority, if the
Clause is amended as set out in the summary of the
Determination of the Supreme Court.

e Clause 18(3)(e)(ii) of the Bill is inconsistent with the

provisions of Article 12(1) and shall only be passed
by the special majority of Parliament required under
Article 84(2). The said inconsistency shall however
cease, if Clause 18(3) is amended as set out in the
summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court.

e Clause 18(3)(f) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article

12(1) and Article 14(1)(g) of the Constitution and
shall only be passed by the special majority of
Parliament required under Article 84(2). However,
the said inconsistency shall cease, if Clause 18(3)(f)
is amended as set out in the summary of the
Determination of the Supreme Court.

e Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) is inconsistent with Article 12(1)

of the Constitution and shall only be passed by the
special majority of Parliament required under Article
84(2). The said inconsistency shall however cease, if
Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) is amended as set out in the
summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court.

e (Clause 21 and Clause 23 are inconsistent with Article

12(1) of the Constitution and shall only be passed by
the special majority of Parliament required under
Article 84(2). The said inconsistency shall however
cease, if those Clauses are amended as set out in the
summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court.
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o C(Clause 38(2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12 SC(SD) No. 45/2024 Petitioners:
(1) of the Constitution and shall only be passed by the
special majority of Parliament required under Article
84(2). The said inconsistency shall cease, if Clause 38 3. AMULC Aththanayake
(2) is amended as per the summary of the
Determination of the Supreme Court.

=

G.A. Ranjan Jayalal Perera

2. B.G.P. Arjuna Ranjeewa

4. W.APriyantha Prabath

Counsel: Shantha Jayawardena with Hirannya

e Clause 48 is violative of Article 4(a) read together
with Article 3 and 76 and hence, needs to be passed
by the special majority of Parliament and approved
by the people at a Referendum.

Damunupola

SC(SD) No. 46/2024 Petitioner:  Janaka Ratnayake

Counsel: Niranjan Arulpragasam with Lasika
e  The definition of "national grid" in Clause 53 of the Udayangani
Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the
Constitution and shall be passed by the special SC(SD) No. 47/2024  Petitioner:  Duminda Nagamuwa
majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2).
However, the said inconsistency shall cease, if the Counsel: Nuwan Bopage with Dinusha Thiranagama
said definition is amended as set out in the summary
of the Determination of the Supreme Court. SC (SD) No. 48/2024 Petitioner:  Jamuni Kamantha Thushara
I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court Counsel: Arjuna Kurukulasuriya
be printed in the Official Report of today's Proceedings of
the House. SC(SD) No. 49/2024 Petitioners: 1.  Punya Sri Kumara Jayakody

2. Neththi Kumarage Mayura Chanaka

egdndmosmed Soewaes
2w BTG FHLIL).
Determination of the Supreme Court:

Counsel: J.M. Wijebandara

SC(SD) No. 50/2024 Petitioners: 1. Wellappuli Arachchige Gamini Sisira
Kumara

2. Pulukutti Arachchige Don Nipuna

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTiREPUBLJC OF SRI.LANKA ok
Thilanka

“SRI LANKA ELECTRICITY BILL” Counsel: Thishya Weragoda with Ayeshmantha Gayan
and Kalani Dassanayake

SC(SD) No. 42/2024 Petitioners: 1. Ceylon Electricity Board Engineers’ Union SC (SD) No. 51/2024 Petitioner:  Hon. Ranjith Madduma Bandara

2. Dhanushka Parakramasinghe
Counsel: Farman Cassim, PC with Vinura Kularatne

3. Buddhika Wijayawardhana

SC(SD) No. 52/2024 Petitioners: 1.  Dr. Don Joseph Tilak Siyambalapitiya
4. Jaliya Ratnayake

2. Wannakuwattewaduge Justin Lasantha
Counsel: Uditha Egalahewa, PC with N.K. Ashokbharan Shavindranath Fernando

SC(SD) No. 43/2024 Petitioners: 1. Employees’ Union of the Public Utilities 3. Hedigallage Pubudu Niroshan

Commission of Sri Lanka 4. Gisensly Janaka Aluthge
2. SRAdhikaram
Counsel: Canishka Witharana with H. M. Thilakaratne,
3. W.AT. Dhanushka Sawani Rajakaruna and Tharaka Fernando

4. Eng.P.AT. Jayantha
SC(SD) No.53/2024  Petitioner:  Korale Gedara Ranjan Kumara Seneviratne

5.  Eng. W.A.LS. Kasthuriratne
Counsel: Canishka Witharana with H. M. Thilakaratne,

6. M.D. Ranjith Athula ;
Sawani Rajakaruna and Tharaka Fernando

Counsel: Shantha Jayawardena with Hirannya
Damunupola vs.
. ) Respondent:  Hon. Attorney General
SC (SD) No. 44/2024 Petitioners: 1. Dhammika Sujeewa Dissanayake
2. Thejappriya Athulakeerthi Wanniarachchi ) B
Counsel: Viveka Siriwardena, PC, Additional Solicitor General with Amasara

2 ishafibh Gajadheera, State Counsel, Ishara Madarasinghe, State Counsel, Medhaka
. : a i haran
Counsel: Uditha Lgalahewa, PC with N.K. Ashokbha Fernando, State Counsel and Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel
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BEFORE: Vijith K. Malalgoda, PC Judge of the Supreme Court
A.L. Shiran Gooneratne Judge of the Supreme Court
Arjuna Obeyesekere Judge of the Supreme Court

The Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 9" May 2024, 10" May 2024 and 13"
May 2024.

A Bill in its long title referred to as “Sri Lanka Electricity”, and in its short title referred to
as the “Sri Lanka Electricity Act” [the Bill] was published as a Supplement in Part Il of the
Government Gazette of 10" April 2024. It was presented in Parliament by the Hon.
Minister of Power and Energy and was placed on the Order Paper of Parliament of 25™
April 2024,

Twenty-nine Petitioners have invoked the jurisdiction of this Court in terms of Article
121(1) of the Constitution by filing the above numbered petitions in the Registry of the
Supreme Court between 26 April 2024 and 9™ May 2024. The Petitioners have prayed
inter alia that this Court declare that the Bill in its entirety is in violation of Articles 2, 3, 4,
12(1), 12(2), 14(1) and 83 of the Constitution and for a determination that in addition to
being passed with not less than two-thirds of the whole number of Members of Parliament
(including those not present) voting in its favour [the special majority], the Bill must be
approved by the People at a Referendum.

Upon receipt of the said petitions, the Registrar of this Court issued notice on the Attorney
General, as required by Article 134(1) of the Constitution.

This Court heard extensive submissions from the learned President’s Counsel for the
Petitioners in SC (SD) No. 42/2024 and SC(SD)No. 44/2024, the learned Counsel appearing
for the Petitioners in the other applications, and the learned Additional Solicitor General.
All parties were also afforded the opportunity of filing written submissions. In the course
of her submissions, the learned Additional Solicitor General informed this Court that
amendments will be moved at the Committee Stage of Parliament to several Clauses of
the Bill. The said amendments will be referred to when reference is made in this

Determination to the said Clauses.
Jurisdiction of Court

This Court is exercising the jurisdiction vested in it in terms of Article 120 of the
Constitution which requires this Court to determine whether the Bill in its entirety is, or
any of its provisions are inconsistent with the Constitution. Article 123(1) provides further
that, “The determination of the Supreme Court shall be accompanied by the reasons there
for and shall state whether the Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent with the
Constitution and if so, which provision or provisions of the Constitution.” Once a primary
determination is made in terms of Article 123(1), the consequential determinations the
Court i required to make are specified in Article 123(2), which reads as follows:

“(2) Where the Supreme Court determines that the Bill or any provision thereof is

inconsistent with the Constitution, it shall also state -

(a) whether such Bill is required to comply with the provisions of paragraphs (1) and
(2) of Article 82; or

(b) whether such Bill or any provision thereof may only be passed by the special
majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84; or

(c) whether such Bill or any provision thereof requires to be passed by the special
majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84 and
approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83,

and may specify the nature of the amendments which would make the Bill or such

provision cease to be inconsistent.”

It must be noted that in terms of Article 83, the requirement for a bill or a provision thereof
to be passed with the special majority of Parliament and to be approved by the People at
a Referendum will arise only where such bill or a provision thereof seeks to amend, repeal
or replace Articles 1, 2,3, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 30(2), 62(2) or 83 itself, of the Constitution.

Reference of the Bill to Provincial Councils

Mr. Shantha Jayawardena, the learned Counsel for the Petitioners in SC (SD) Nos. 43/2024
and 45/2024, submitted that in terms of Item 34 of List 1 of the Ninth Schedule to the
Constitution [Provincial Council List] the “development, conservation and management of
sites and facilities in the Province for the generation and promotion of electrical energy
(other than hydro-electric power and power generated to feed the national grid)” is a
matter for the Province and this Bill therefore attracts the provisions of Article 154G(3) of

the Constitution, which reads as follows:

“No Bill in respect of any matter set out in the Provincial Council List shall become law
unless such Bill has been referred by the President, after its publication in the Gazette
and before it is placed on the Order Paper of Parliament, to every Provincial Council
for the expression of its views thereon, within such period as may be specified in the
reference, and —

(a) where every such Council agrees to the passing of the Bill, such Bill is passed by
a majority of the Members of Parliament present and voting; or

(b) where one or more Councils do not agree to the passing of the Bill, such Bill is
passed by the special majority required by Article 82:

Provided that where on such reference, some but not all the Provincial Councils agree
to the passing of a Bill, such Bill shall become law applicable only to the Provinces for
which the Provincial Councils agreeing to the Bill have been established, upon such
Bill being passed by a majority of the Members of Parliament present and voting.”

Mr. Jayawardena submitted that the above requirement has not been complied with, and
relying on the Determinations of this Court in the Divineguma Bill [Decisions of the
Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (2010-2012), Vol. X, 87], the State Lands (Special
Provisions) Bill [[Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (2019-2020), Vol.
XV, 5] and the Town and Country Planning (Amendment) Bill [Decisions of the Supreme
Court on Parliamentary Bills (2010-2012), Vol. X, 55], submitted that the Bill requires to be

passed by the special majority of Parliament.

It is admitted that there has not been compliance with the above requirement in Article
154G(3), with the reason for such failure being that duly constituted Provincial Councils do
not exist at this moment. This issue was raised in the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (2021) Vol. XVI,
23], where a bench of five Judges of this Court, having considered the applicability of
Article 154G(3) in such circumstances, determined as follows:

“It is the view of the Court that the requirement to refer a Bill to every Provincial
Council is a procedural step in the legislative process. However, in interpreting this
provision (in a situation where a Bill has not been referred to a Provincial Council) it is
necessary to consider the application of the maxim ‘lex non cogit ad impossibilia’ -
law does not compel a man to do that which he cannot possibly perform.

Court has previously held in Ananda Dharmadasa and Others v. Ariyaratne Hewage
and Others [(2008) 2 SLR 19], that the principle ‘lex non cogit ad impossibilia’ is
applicable in interpreting procedural requirements in the Constitution.

The existence of a Provincial Council constituted in accordance with the law is a pre-
requisite to decide whether there is non-compliance with this procedural step in a
given situation. It is pertinent to note that at present, none of the Provincial Councils
have been constituted in accordance with the law. Therefore, referring a Bill to
Provincial Councils at this point of time, for the expression of its views is an act which
cannot possibly be performed. Thus, non-compliance with this procedural step which
cannot be performed, in the present circumstances, should not adversely impact on
the legislative power of Parliament, which is a part of inalienable sovereignty of the

People.”

This position was re-iterated in the Twenty First Amendment to the Constitution Bill [SC
(SD) Application Nos. 31, 32, 34, 36 and 37/2022, at page 8] where Article 154G(2) applied,

and in the Petroleum Products (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Bill [SC (SD) Application

Nos. 50-52/2022, at page 20]. We too are in agreement with the view expressed by this
Court in the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill [supra].
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Mr. Jayawardena however submitted that the reason for the absence of duly constituted
Provincial Councils could be attributed to the failure on the part of the Executive to conduct
elections to elect members to the Provincial Councils and in such a scenario, the fact of
impossibility cannot be pleaded. It is outside the jurisdiction of this Court in these
applications to delve into the reasons for elections to the Provincial Councils not being
held. In these circumstances, we see no merit in the submission that this Bill must be
passed by a special majority of Parliament as there has been a failure to comply with the
provisions of Article 154G(3) of the Constitution.

Electricity as a basic commodity

The benefits of electrification have had a direct impact in raising living standards of the
People of this Country and have triggered rapid development in rural areas and at national
level, creating new opportunities for investment. Energy plays a fundamental role in the
economic growth process and forms a positive and significant causal link between the use
of energy and economic growth. It would not be an exaggeration to say that electricity has
become a basic need of our People, whichever part of this Country that one may be living,

and for the economic sustenance of the Country.

In Gamlakshage Sunil Seneviratne v Shelton Gunesekara, Assistant Investigation Officer
CEB and Others [SC (FR) Application No. 476/2012; SC Minutes of 16" December 2016],
this Court stated that, “Electrical energy in the present context, is indispensable for human
life and the society would be put to severe hardships if these services are not made
available. ... Any deficiency in service would lead to severe hardships on the society. To
provide a service to all consumers without any discrimination and to provide safe and

adequate service in a timely manner are the recognised duties of a public utility.”

Mr. Jayawardena submitted that this was the justification for the declaration of the
electricity sector as an essential service under the Essential Public Services Act, whenever

the need for such a declaration arose.

Present position in the Electricity sector

There are several laws that relate to the electricity sector in the country. Of them, the first
is the Ceylon Electricity Board Act, No.17 of 1969, as amended. The second is the Sri Lanka
Electricity Act, No. 20 of 2009, as amended. The third is the Public Utilities Commission of
Sri Lanka Act, No. 35 of 2002, as amended. The fourth is the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy
Authority Act, No. 35 of 2007. There are at least three important players that currently
form the electricity sector in Sri Lanka. The first is the Ceylon Electricity Board, a statutory
corporation incorporated under the Ceylon Electricity Board Act and which is fully owned
by the Government of Sri Lanka. The second is the Lanka Electricity Company Limited, a
majority of whose shares are held by the Ceylon Electricity Board. The third are those who
have been issued with a generation license to generate electricity. All players are regulated
by the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka, to the extent specified in the Public Utilities

Commission of Sri Lanka Act.

It is common ground that the Ceylon Electricity Board operates hydro, thermal, coal, wind
and solar power plants which are situated around the Country and that the majority of the
power that is consumed in Sri Lanka is generated by the Ceylon Electricity Board. In
addition, there are several companies that produce power from thermal sources, as well
as many privately owned small scale mini hydro, solar, and wind power plants, said to be
in number over 360, and which the Petitioners claim provide approximately 18% of the
power supply to the national grid. While all such entities transmit the electricity so
generated to the Ceylon Electricity Board in terms of power purchase agreements, the
generation activity of such entities is carried out pursuant to generation licenses issued by

the Public Utilities Commission.

The Ceylon Electricity Board is the sole entity to whom a transmission license has been
issued. It is the exclusive system control operator and transmission service provider who
controls, operates and manages the national grid of Sri Lanka on a real time basis. The
Ceylon Electricity Board and the Lanka Electricity Company Limited have been issued with
distribution licenses which enables them to distribute to consumers the power generated
by generation licensees using the transmission network owned by the Ceylon Electricity
Board. It is perhaps important to state that as it stands now, there is no other grid other

than what is commonly referred to as the national grid, and that the transmission and

distribution of electricity take place on this national grid.

Thus, it would be correct to state that the Ceylon Electricity Board is the major player in
the power sector at this point of time. Being bestowed with this status carries with it the
obligation of ensuring that there is an uninterrupted supply of power to the consumers,

even in situations where one source of power generation may be experiencing an outage.
The need for reform

The learned Additional Solicitor General Ms. Viveka Siriwardena, PC submitted that what
exists within the Ceylon Electricity Board today is a highly centralised and a vertically
integrated structure, as a result of which there is a lack of accountability at the functional
level and a lack of efficient performance across the board. She submitted that this has
contributed to the poor financial performance of the Ceylon Electricity Board and to the
high cost of electricity in the country. It was also her position that the existing institutional
framework is not conducive to any of the increasing demands of the power sector, and
that institutional reforms are urgently required if the electricity sector of the Country is to

be transformed to an efficient business.

She submitted further that since 1997, the Government has made many attempts at
introducing regulatory and institutional reforms within the electricity sector. The first
legislative attempt was in 2002 with the enactment of the Electricity Reforms Act No. 28
of 2002. The said Act was not given effect to, and was repealed with the introduction of
the Sri Lanka Electricity Act in 2009 which too had as its object the institutional reforms
within the power sector. With the introduction of this Act, the Public Utilities Commission
was entrusted with the task of being the economic, safety and technical regulator for
electricity. However, it was the position of the learned Additional Solicitor General that the
reforms contemplated by the Government have not been forthcoming, with the resultant
position being that the Ceylon Electricity Board is steeped in debt and inefficiency. This has
in turn contributed to the Government being unable to attract the necessary investments
to the electricity sector to meet the demands of the 21* century. The learned Counsel for
the Petitioners however sought to contradict this position by claiming that the Ceylon

Electricity Board is currently making profits due to the adjustments made to the tariff that

now reflects the cost of power generation and distribution.

It is in this background that the learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that the Bill
seeks to introduce institutional and legal reforms to the existing legal framework in order
to promote transparency and innovation and thereby improve the financial health and
investment climate of the electricity sector with the ultimate beneficiaries being the
People of this Country by way of reduced electricity tariffs. Of course, any such amendment
to the legal framework must be in terms of the Constitution and must include the
necessary checks and balances in order to ensure transparency, accountability and
integrity of the processes that are sought to be introduced.

The proposed reforms

The manner in which the Bill seeks to introduce the institutional reforms is set out in the
preamble and Schedule | of the Bill. Simply put, the generation, transmission and
distribution functions of the Ceylon Electricity Board which have already been referred to
at the beginning of this Determination, are to be separated or, as referred to by all learned
Counsel, ‘unbundled’ and entrusted to separate corporate entities to be established under
the Companies Act, No. 7 of 2007 in the following manner:

(1) One company of which one hundred percent of the shares shall be held by the
Government of Sri Lanka to take over the hydro power generation assets of the

Ceylon Electricity Board;

(2) One company to take over the coal power plant owned and operated by Ceylon
Electricity Board and the Lanka Coal Company;

(3) One company to take over the thermal generation assets of the Ceylon Electricity

Board;

(4) One company to take over the wind power plant owned, possessed and operated by

the Ceylon Flectricity Board;
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(5)  One company of which the Government of Sri Lanka holds one hundred percent of
the shares to take over the functions of the Ceylon Electricity Board relating to
generation, scheduling, commitment and economic dispatch of generating plants and
functions relating to the planning of future electricity and transmission capacity;

[Clause 9]

(6) One company of which the Government of Sri Lanka holds more than fifty percent of
the shares to take over the functions of the Ceylon Electricity Board relating to the
development, maintenance and operation of the physical infrastructure that makes

up the National Grid of Sri Lanka; [Clause 14]

(7) Separate companies to take over the distribution functions of all the distribution
divisions of the Ceylon Electricity Board.

In addition to the above, Schedule | also provides for the formation of such number of
companies as shall be required for managing the residual functions of the Ceylon Electricity
Board and another company to manage the Provident Fund and the Pension Fund of the

Ceylon Electricity Board.

Vague and overbroad provisions of a Bill and their nexus to Article 12(1)

The majority of the submissions of the learned Counsel for the Petitioners fall into two
categories. The first is that the provisions of the Bill relating to the implementation of the
‘unbundling’ of the Ceylon Electricity Board are unclear, vague and irrational and that such
lack of clarity, vagueness and irrationality can result in the arbitrary implementation of the
provisions of the Bill. The lack of clarity and irrationality referred to by the Petitioners
permeates through many provisions of the Bill. The second is that the Minister assigned
the subject of electricity has been conferred with unbridled power and that this too could
lead to the arbitrary implementation of the provisions of the Bill.

The learned Additional Solicitor General however submitted that the Petitioners have
failed to demonstrate how the structure of the Bill and the conferment of powers on the
Minisler would lead to their implementation in an arbitrary manner. She submitted turther
thatin any event, the safeguards provided within the clauses of the Bill itself would prevent
any arbitrary exercise of power by the Minister and the implementation of the Bill in an

arbitrary manner.

It was also her position that the function of this Court is to consider the provisions of the
Bill as it presently reads and not speculate whether there can be an arbitrary exercise of
power in implementing the provisions of the Bill. In support of her submission, the learned
Additional Solicitor General drew the attention of this Court to the determination in the
Third Amendment to the Constitution Bill [Decisions of the Supreme Court on
Parliamentary Bills (1978-1983), Vol. I, 139 at page 147] where it was held that:

“A clear distinction must be borne in mind between the law and the administration of
the law. A law cannot be struck down as discriminatory because of the fear that it
may be administered in a discriminatory manner. Mere possibility of abuse of power
is not sufficient ground to hold that a law offends the fundamental right of equality.”

In 2002, this Court considered the Welfare Relief Benefits Bill [Decisions of the Supreme
Court on Parliamentary Bills (1991-2003), Vol. VII, 279] which was intended to provide the
necessary legal framework for the payment of all welfare relief benefits. In response to the
submission that there would be favouritism in the selection process, this Court, having
considered inter alia the provisions of the bill including those relating to the selection
process for the recipients of such benefits, the criteria for eligibility to receive assistance
in terms of a scheme formulated under the bill, the date of commencement and the
duration of the payments under a scheme and the fact that all schemes shall be published
in the Gazette and placed before Parliament prior to the commencement of such schemes,
this Court concluded that the said provisions offer adequate safeguards to ensure that the
selection of the recipients under each scheme will be made in a non-discriminatory manner

thereby ensuring compliance with Article 12 of the Constitution.

This Court went onto state that, “/t is not within the jurisdiction of the Court to speculate
as to what would happen in the implementation of the scheme. The provisions of the Bill
should be examined objectively to ascertain whether there are sufficient safeguards to
prevent discrimination on any of the grounds referred to in Article 12 (2) of the
Constitution and to prevent arbitrariness in the decision making process. The provisions

referred to above are in our view adequate safeguards in this regard” [emphasis added; at

page 282].

The above test has been cited with approval thereafter in several determinations of this
Court including in the Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution Bill [Decisions of the
Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (2019-2020), Vol. XV, 87 at pages 133-134], the

Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill [supra; at page 26] and the Petroleum
Products (Special Provisions) (Amendment] Bill [supra; at pages 9-10].

In the Bureau of Rehabilitation Bill [SC (SD) Application Nos. 54-61/2022], the thrust of
the submissions of the petitioners was twofold. The first was that the provisions of the bill
were vague, overbroad, and lacked clarity and that as such, the bill was arbitrary and
therefore inconsistent with the provisions of Article 12(1) of the Constitution. The second
was that such a law could lead to the arbitrary implementation of its provisions and
therefore violate Article 12(1). On this issue, this Court held as follows [at page 9]:

“Vague provisions prevent persons from understanding the ambit of the law. Citizens
will not have the knowledge of what is permissible and what is not. Governmental
authorities cloaked with powers under vague provisions will not know the ambit of
their powers and as such the implementation of such powers would become
necessarily arbitrary. As was held by this Court in the Prevention of Terrorism

(Temporary Provisions) Amendment Bill [SC (SD) Application Nos. 13-18/2022]:

“When a provision of law is vague, it would only benefit the wrongdoer. Such a

provision would not uphold the Rule of Law” [at page 22].

“This Court has stated time and again that vagueness must be avoided in the bills
in order to make such provisions consistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution”

[at page 23].

In assessing whether the provisions of a bill are vague or lack clarity, the question
before this Court would be whether the bill has been drawn up with the amount of
clarity and precision as would enable a reasonable person to discern which actions
are forbidden, or which actions are required. If the operation and boundaries of the
bill in question cannot be identified without resorting to guesswork, then the
provisions of the bill would be vague, and therefore arbitrary. Even if the provisions
of the impugned Bill are unambiguous, if it fails to provide adequate safeguards in the
exercise of such power, that too will be arbitrary. Thus, provisions that are vague and
those that do not have adequate safeguards violate Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

In considering the application of a bill or its provisions, it is only plausible and real-
world possibilities that would be entertained by this Court. The threat of potential
abuse should not be based on fanciful hypotheses, and should always be guided by
the perspective of the proverbial reasonable person. There should be a realistic
possibility that the provisions of the Constitution would be abused through the
provisions of the law. In such a situation, this Court undoubtedly possesses the
Jurisdiction to consider such possibilities, and would not have to wait for any actual or
imminent infringement. The need for this Court to be proactive and vigilant is
underscored by the absence of post-enactment review.” [emphasis added]

This Court is mindful that the task of making policy is the prerogative of the Executive, and
that the enactment of laws is within the domain of Parliament. Thus, whether the
Government wishes to shift the electricity sector from being a Government owned utility
provider to a profit earning sector consisting of many players is entirely a matter of policy.

It would however be important to bear in mind that the Directive Principles of State Policy
contained in Article 27 of the Constitution shall guide Parliament, the President and the
Cabinet of Ministers in the enactment of laws and the governance of Sri Lanka for the
establishment of a just and free society, and that the State has pledged to establish in Sri
Lanka a Democratic Socialist Society, the objectives of which are morefully set out in Article
27(2).

With the ‘unbundling’ of the Ceylon Electricity Board, and with all its assets and functions
being vested in or taken over by separate corporate entities, the Ceylon Electricity Board
would no longer be the provider of electricity to the People of this Country. Instead, the
Country would have separate corporate entities, some owned by the Government and
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some the shareholding of which is not known, generating, transmitting and distributing
electricity within the Country. Needless to state, the ‘unbundling’ must be carried out with
the precision that such an exercise demands and the provisions in the Bill must not only
not be vague but must be clear and precise. If the Bill or any provisions thereof are anything
but clear, the consequences to the Country and its People would be disastrous.

A similar observation was made by this Court in the Determination of the Sri Lanka

Electricity Bill and the Ceylon Electricity Board (Amendment) Bill [Decisions of the

Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (2004-2006), Vol. VI, 142] in the following terms:

“The Bills contain extensive provisions with regard to the generation, transmission
and supply of electricity and the regulation thereof. Considering the importance ofan
efficient, coordinated and economical supply of electricity from the perspectives of
the day to day lives of the People on the one hand and industry and commerce vital
to the economy of the country on the other, a careful scrutiny of the provisions is
necessary for a proper determination as ‘to constitutionality.”[ at page 143]

“Such a process of breaking up of a well entrenched single proprietary and functional
entity into distinct units, to be vested in different companies having separate legal
personality, would raise a range of legal issues.... The manner of separation of this
unified entity which has functioned efficiently for several decades would be in itselfa

electrifying experience.” | at page 145]

In the ever expanding canvass of judicial review, and especially given the nature of the Bill
and the critical importance of the Bill to the People of this Country, this Court must, in
exercising its Constitutional role, adopt a more prudential approach and ensure that the

Bill has been drawn up with the amount of clarity and precision that it demands.

Thus, we wish to reiterate that in examining the provisions of this Bill, we shall carefully
consider whether the provisions of the Bill are in terms of the Constitution, whether such
provisions are clear in the manner in which it shall be implemented, and whether the Bill
has in place adequate criteria and sufficient safeguards for the achievement of the
objective of the Bill in a manner that prevents arbitrariness in the decision-making process
and ensures that its provisions remain constitutional. It is only if the said matters are
answered in the affirmative that a conclusion can be reached that the provisions of the Bill
are consistent with the provisions of the Constitution and that the Bill may be passed by

Parliament with a simple majority.

Objects of the Bill

The objects of the Bill, contained in Clause 2 of the Bill, are re-produced below:

“The objects of this Act, in relation to the generation, transmission, distribution, trade,

supply and procurement of electricity shall be, -

(a) to ensure improved Electricity Industry performance through independent and
accountable corporate entities responsible for the provision and maintenance,
of a well-coordinated, efficient and economical system of electricity supply

throughout Sri Lanka at all times, through transparent policies;

(b) to facilitate the establishment of independent and accountable corporate
entities for the efficient supply of electricity throughout the country and to

protect the interests of the consumers;

(c) to promote and facilitate the establishment and functioning of the Wholesale

Electricity Market;

(d) to promote competition in the Electricity Industry by eliminating preferential
treatment and barriers to entry, allowing open competitive procurement of
new generation capacity including renewable energy, implementing
transparent, merit order dispatch of generation capacity and providing non-
discriminatory access to the transmission network for all types of generation

technologies and consumers;

(e) to ensure that entities to whom licences have been granted under this Act
(hereinafter referred to as “licensees”) will act efficiently in carrying out the

activities authorised or required by the respective licences issued to them;

(f) to ensure that all reasonable demands for electricity, including future
requirements for electricity are met, whilst ensuring efficient use of electricity
supplied to all premises;

(g) to protect the public from dangers arising from the generation, transmission,
distribution, trade, supply and procurement of electricity by improved safety
standards, reliability and quality of services;

(h)  to identify the tariff principles to ensure affordability of electricity to all
consumers and financial viability of licensees; and

(i) to provide for the decarbonization of the Sri Lankan Electricity Industry and the
promotion of renewable energy and energy integration in accordance with Sri
Lanka’s national policies and its international obligations whilst ensuring

optimal use of natural resources.”

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that the Government is fully aware of
the onerous task of ‘unbundling’ and that it has embarked on this ‘unbundling’ exercise in
all seriousness. She submitted that this is demonstrated by the Cabinet Memoranda and
the decisions thereon, and that a Reform Secretariat has already been established and
tasked with the formulation of the initial steps towards the achievement of the objects of
the Bill.

The plans and policies for the power system

Clause 53 of the Bill defines:

(a) electrical power system to mean “the combination of electrical generators (i.e.,
power plants), transmission and distribution lines, equipment, circuits, and
transformers used to generate and transport clectricity from the generator to the

consumption areas or to adjacent electrical power systems.”

(b) power system to mean, “all aspects of generation, transmission, distribution and
supply of electricity and includes one or more of the following, namely:- (a) generating
stations; (b) transmission lines; (c) substations; (d) tie-lines; (e) load dispatch
activities; (f) distribution mains; (g) electricity supply lines; (h) overhead lines; (i)

service lines; and (j) works.”

The Bill has put in place a twofold mechanism to ensure that the objects stipulated in

Clause 2 are achieved.
First, it has identified that there must be in place, the following:

(1) The Transfer Plan, the detailed provisions of which are contained in Clause 18, and
which facilitates the ‘unbundling’ and the consequent taking over of the activity of
the Ceylon Electricity Board by the entities that are to be established for such

purpose;
(2) The National Electricity Policy as provided for by Clause 4;
(3) The National Tariff Policy, which shall form part of the National Electricity Policy;
(4) The Annual Power Procurement Plan morefully referred to in Clause 10(2);

(5) The Long Term Power System Development Plan prepared every two years in
accordance with the approved National Electricity Policy for periods of ten years at a
time [Clause 10(5)]. Clause 10(11) provides that this Plan shall “ensure that there is
sufficient capacity from generation plants to meet the reasonable estimated demand
for electricity, for both generation expansion and transmission network development,
inclusive of evaluation of least economic cost generation technologies, energy
conversion and storage technologies, and other demand side technologies” and
“identify new transmission capacity and transmission assets to augment the National
Grid”.
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Clause 39(1) provides that the Board of Directors of the Ceylon Electricity Board shall
cooperate with the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat in the restructuring activities being
carried out in terms of the Bill including providing information, in the identification and

valuation of assets, and the allocation of staff to the successor entities.

Second, the Bill has identified the following bodies of persons who shall be responsible for

the preparation of the above plans and policies:

(1) Power Sector Reform Secretariat [Clause 38] which shall be responsible for the
preparation of the Preliminary and Final Transfer Plan for the transition, transfer and

reorganization of the Electricity Industry in Sri Lanka [Clause 18];

(2) National Electricity Advisory Council which shall advise the Minister in formulating
the National Electricity Policy [Clause 3(1)] and which shall be responsible for the
formulation of the draft National Electricity Policy including the National Tariff Policy
[Clause 4];

(3) The National System Operator who shall be responsible for the preparation of the
Annual Power Procurement Plan [Clauses 9 and 10(2)] and the Long Term Power

System Development Plan [Clause 10(5)];

(4) The National Transmission Network Service Provider [Clauses 14 and 15] who shall
be responsible for the implementation of the functions of the Ceylon Electricity Board
connected with the development, expansion and maintenance of the physical
infrastructure of the National Grid of Sri Lanka and for the transmission of bulk

electricity to distribution licensees.

As correctly submitted by the learned Additional Solicitor General, each of the above
entities have a statutory obligation and responsibility to ensure that the objects of the Bill
are achieved. It is clear that each and every one of the above plans and policies are
interwoven with one another, thus ensuring that the electricity sector is transformed in a
singular and coherent manner. The absence of one plan or policy will therefore certainly
affect the viability of the reforms that are sought to be introduced by the Bill. Even though
the Ceylon Electricity Board Act and the Electricity Act would stand repealed on the date
that this Bill comes into operation, the transitional provisions in the Bill do not keep alive
the existing policies and plans until new plans and policies are prepared in terms of the
proposed Act. It is indeed a matter of regret that the said transitional provisions are
woefully inadequate in ensuring a smooth transition from the existing regime dominated
by one player to a regime which would see the participation of many corporate entities
with diverse ownership. In these circumstances, it is critical that the said plans and policies
are in place well before the repeal of the Ceylon Electricity Board Act and the Electricity
Act and prior to the Ceylon Electricity Board ceasing to be a legal entity.

The appointed date — Clause 1 of the Bill

Article 80(1) of the Constitution provides that, “Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2)
of this Article, a Bill passed by Parliament shall become law when the certificate of the

Speaker is endorsed thereon.”
Clause 1(2) and (3) of the Bill reads as follows:

“(2) The provisions of this Act other than the provisions of this section, section 3,
section 38 and the sections specified in subsection (4) of this section shall come
into operation on such date as shall be appointed by the Minister by Order
published in the Gazette (hereinafter referred to as the “appointed date”):

Provided that, the appointed date shall be a date not later than six months
from the date on which the Bill becomes an Act of Parliament:

Provided further, if no appointed date is published in the Gazette as required by
this subsection, the provisions of this Act, other than the provisions of this
section, section 3, section 38 and the sections specified in subsection (4) of this
section shall come into operation immediately upon the expiry of six months
from the date on which the Bill becomes an Act of Parliament.

(3) The provisions of this section, section 3 and sectlon 38 shall come into operation

on the date on which the Bill becomes an Act of Parliament.”

Thus, in terms of Clause 1(2) and (3), only Clauses 1, 3 and 38 will become law when the
certificate of the Speaker is endorsed. The effect of this Clause can be summarised as

follows:

(a) Although the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat is in place, the Preliminary Transfer
Plan cannot be implemented until the Appointed Date, as Section 18 will not be

operative;

(b) Although the National Electricity Advisory Council is in place, the National Electricity
Policy including the National Tariff Policy will not be in place as at the Appointed Date,

as Section 4 will not be operative;

(c) The National System Operator will not be incorporated until the Appointed Date as a
result of which the Annual Power Procurement Plan and the Long Term Power System

Development Plan will not be in place on the Appointed Date;

(d) The National Transmission Network Service Provider who is responsible for the
National Grid will not be in place until the Appointed Date and without which the
transmission network cannot be put in operation, as Sections 14 and 15 will not be

operative.

However, on the Appointed Date, which is a maximum period of six months from the date
the Act comes into operation and with a mandatory long stop date without any provision
for extension of such date even if the above plans and policies are not in place unless an
amendment is made through an amendment to the law, the Ceylon Electricity Board Act
together with the Electricity Act shall stand repealed. The issue with this position is
exacerbated by the fact that the Bill does not contain the dates on which the above plans
and policies shall be in place except the requirement to have a preliminary Transfer Plan
on the Appointed Date and the Annual Power Procurement Plan to be in place on or before
the 30" day of September of each year. The cumulative effect is that although the Bill seeks
to ‘unbundle’ the Ceylon Electricity Board with a mandatory long stop date, the enabling
provisions, together with the plans and policies would not be in place to implement such

‘unbundling’.

Itis in these circumstances that Mr. Uditha Egalahewa, PC appearing for the Petitioners in
SC (SD) No. 42/2024 and SC(SD) No. 44/2024 and Mr. Niranjan Arulpragasam, the learned
Counsel appearing for the Petitioners in SC (SD) No. 46/2024 submitted that the entire Bill
is vague and lacks clarity in its implementation and that the People would be saddled with
a law that is neither cohesive nor coherent with the consequence being that the People
may not have electricity. We have already referred to the logical relationship that each of
the aforementioned plans and policies have in achieving the objects set out in Clause 2 and
in the successful completion of the ‘unbundling’ exercise. In this background, we are in
agreement with the learned Counsel for the Petitioners that given the way that Clause
1(2) presently reads, the Bill as a whole is vague and lacks clarity and violates Article 12(1)
of the Constitution. The Bill as a whole must therefore be passed by the special majority of

Parliament.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that the following amendments will be
moved at the Committee Stage of Parliament to Clause 1 and Schedule I:

(1) Insertion of Sections 2, 4, 17, 18 and 39 in Clause 1(2);

(2) Deletion of the words, ‘six months’ in both provisos to Clause 1(2) and Schedule  and

by substituting therefor the words, ‘twelve months’.

While the vagueness attached to the implementation of the provisions of the Bill can be

addressed to an extent by (1) above, we are of the view that:

(1) Clause 9, Clause 10(1), Clause 10(2)(b), Clause 10(3), Clause 10(5), Clause 14 and
Clause 15 must also be operative from the date the Bill becomes Law;

(2) The Preliminary Transfer Plan, the National Electricity Policy including the National
Tariff Policy, the Annual Power Procurement Plan and the Long Term Power System
Development Plan must also be in place before the Minister publishes a notification

in the Gazette specifying the Appointed Date;
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(3) The inconsistency of the Bill as a whole with Article 12(1) of the Constitution shall

cease if Clause 1(2) and (3) are amended as follows:

Clause 1(2)

“The provisions of this Act other than the provisions of this section, Section 2, Section
3, Section 4, Section 9, Section 10(1), Section 10(2)(b), Section 10(3), Section 10(5),
Section 14, Section 15, Section 17, Section 18, Section 38, Section 39 and the sections
specified in subsection (4) of this section shall come into operation on such date as
shall be appointed by the Minister by Order published in the Gazette (hereinafter

referred to as the “appointed date”):

Provided that prior to making such Order, the Minister shall be satisfied that the
Preliminary Transfer Plan, the National Electricity Policy including the National Tariff
Policy, the Annual Power Procurement Plan and the Long Term Power System
Development Plan have been prepared, approved and are in place in accordance with

the provisions of this Act:

Provided further that if no appointed date is published in the Gazette as required by
this subsection even though the Minister is satisfied that the requirements in the first
proviso have been met, the provisions of this Act, other than the provisions of this
section, Section 2, Section 3, Section 4, Section 9, Section 10(1), Section 10(2)(b),
Section 10(3), Section 10(5), Section 14, Section 15, Section 17, Section 18, Section 38,
Section 39 and the sections specified in subsection (4) of this section, shall come into
operation immediately upon the expiry of twelve months from the date on which the

Bill becomes an Act of Parliament.”

Clause 1(3

“The provisions of this section, Section 2, section 3, Section 4, Section 9, Section 10(1),
Section 10(2)(b), Section 10(3), Section 10(5), Section 14, Section 15, Section 17,
Section 18, section 38 and Section 39 shall come into operation on the date on which
the Bill becomes an Act of Parliament.”

Allocation and sale of shares in the proposed entities

While the shareholding of some of the proposed corporate entities have been stipulated
in Clauses 9, 14 and Schedule I, no such provision has been made in respect of the other
corporate entities. The Bill does not specify if the Government shall hold shares in such
entities at the time of their incorporation nor does the Bill contain any mechanism on the
procedure that would be adopted in the sale or transfer of shares of such entities.

Needless to state, any sale of shares must be carried out:

(a) only after a detailed identification and valuation of the assets and liabilities of each
proposed entity is carried out, which process would reach finality only upon the
completion of the Final Transfer Plan [Clause 18 and Clause 39(1)(b)]; and

(b) only through a competitive bidding process in accordance with procurement
guidelines prepared by the relevant authority in terms of the law, thus ensuring
transparency and integrity in the sale of public assets.

Schedule | contains a list of the corporate entities that would be established and specifies
what would be vested in each of such entities, ranging from ‘assets’ of the generating
company to ‘functions’ of the distribution licensees. Clause 17(2) of the Bill however

provides as follows:

“On the appointed date, by virtue of the operation of the provisions of this section,
the restructured activities of the Ceylon Electricity Board relating to the generation,
transmission, distribution and supply of electricity, and all assets and liabilities of the
Ceylon Electricity Board pertaining to generation, transmission, distribution and
supply of electricity along with their respective duties and functions shall vest in the
limited liability companies incorporated in terms of subsection (1), in accordance with
the scheme set out in the transfer plan specified in section 18.”

While this Court is not in a position to decide as to what should be vested, the fact remains
that there is an ambiguity between Clause 17(2) of the Bill and Schedule | as to what is
being taken over by or vesled in each of the corporate entities. Mr. Jayawardena submitted

further that the Bill is silent with regard to the share capital of such companies and the
manner in which and by whom such share capital shall be contributed, as well as with

regard to the management structure of such companies.

Due to the above issues, we are of the view that Clause 17 as it presently stands is
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and needs to be approved by the special

majority of Parliament.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that an amendment shall be moved at
the Committee Stage of Parliament to Clause 17(2) by re-numbering the said sub-clause as
paragraph (a), and by inserting the following as paragraph (b):

“The Secretary to the Treasury shall be initially allotted hundred per centum of the
shares in the successor companies incorporated under this section other than the
companies referred to in item (a), (f) and (h) (ii) of Schedule I in which the Secretary
to the Treasury shall be permanently allotted hundred per centum of the shares.”

The lack of clarity with regard to the initial allocation of shares in the proposed corporate
entities would be overcome if Clause 17(2) is amended as proposed by the learned

Additional Solicitor General.

The learned Additional Solicitor General also submitted that an amendment shall be
moved at the Committee Stage of Parliament to Clause 18(2) by the insertion of the

following new paragraph numbered as (c) —

“The Secretary to the Treasury may, with the prior approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers, dispose of any shares issued or allotted to him in any successor company
other than the companies referred to in items (a), (f) and (h) (ii) of Schedule | or of any
rights over such shares only after the publication of the final transfer plan in the

Gazette in terms of paragraph (b):

Provided that, the Secretary to the Treasury shall, in disposing any shares as specified
in paragraph (c) ensure that the Government holds more than fifty per centum of the

shares of the company referred to in item (e) of Schedule .”

In terms of the proviso to Clause 39(1)(b), the Final Transfer Plan shall contain the final
asset valuation and allocation, and therefore the sale of shares will not take place without
a valuation of the assets being finalized. However, the said clause is silent as to who would
be carrying out the said valuation. We are in agreement with Mr. Jayawardena that the
assets of the Ceylon Electricity Board are public assets and hence, the valuation must be

carried out by the Chief Valuer.

We are of the view that the lack of clarity arising from the absence of any mechanism on
the procedure that would be adopted in the sale or transfer of shares of such entities
would be addressed by the above amendment proposed by the learned Additional Solicitor

General, and the inconsistency shall cease, provided the following amendments are also

carried out:

(a) the words, “and having followed a transparent and competitive bidding process as
stipulated by law” in the proposed Clause 18(2)(c) are inserted after the words, “prior

approval of the Cabinet of Ministers,”;

(b) the words, “with such valuation being carried out by the Chief Valuer” are inserted at
the end of Clause 39(1)(b) but before the proviso.

The lack of clarity with regard to the share capital and management of the corporate
entities shall cease if provision in this regard is set out in the Preliminary Transfer Plan and

reflected in Clause 18(3).

The inconsistency between Clause 17(2) and Schedule 1 shall cease if Schedule | is

amended to reflect the provisions of Clause 17(2).

We are of the view that if the aforementioned amendments as proposed by the learned
Additional Solicitor General and this Court are adopted, the aforementioned
inconsistencies with Article 12(1) shall cease and Clause 17 may be passed by the simple

majority of Parliament.
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The National Grid

Under the present regime, the Ceylon Electricity Board is responsible for the transmission
network as well as the system control centre which is in overall charge of the national grid
and the real time operation of the power sector. It is a composite operation that is carried
out by a single entity and the intricacies of managing such an operation have been

explained by the Petitioners.

As part of the ‘unbundling’ of the Ceylon Electricity Board, the system control and the real
time operation is proposed to be split in two, with the formation of the following two

corporate entities:

(1) The National System Operator of which the Government holds 100% of the shares
and to whom a national system operator license shall be issued [Clauses 9 and 10].
The primary functions of the National System Operator inter alia are as follows:

(a) Ensure that the integrated operation of the power system of the country be
based on the projections in the annual power procurement plan, and the
monitoring and reporting at the end of every calendar month, of any variations
from the annual power procurement plan to the Regulator with reasons

therefor. [Clause 10(2)(c)]

(b) The coordinated operation of the power system to ensure in real time the
balance between electricity supply and demand. [Clause 10(2)(d)]

(2) The National Transmission Network Service Provider of which the Government shall
hold more than 50% of the shares and to whom a national transmission network
service provider license shall be issued [Clauses 14 and 15]. This entity shall be

responsible inter alia for the following:

(a) The implementation of the functions of the Ceylon Electricity Board connected
with the development, expansion and maintenance of the physical
infrastructure of the National Grid of Sri Lanka and for the transmission of bulk

electricity to distribution licensees, and other eligible entities in the domestic,

regional or international market. [Clause 15(2)]

(b) Connect and transmit electricity in bulk form, with the approval of the
Regulator, in such manner as shall be prescribed, from generation licensees to
distribution licensees and other eligible consumers and to connect the National
Grid of Sri Lanka to the transmission network of regional markets and recover
transmission charges or any other charges as shall be prescribed. [Clause
15(4)(f)]

Mr. Egalahewa, PC submitted that there are three transmission lines, namely 220kV and
132kV which are high voltage lines and the 33kV line which is of medium voltage. All high
voltage power lines are subsequently stepped down and connected to the 33kV lines which
are then transmitted to the distribution licensees for onward distribution to consumers.
Several power generation plants are connected via the 33kV line to the Distribution
network but through the grid sub-stations. Thus, all 33kV lines, whether they are stepped
down from a higher voltage or generated at that voltage, are connected via the grid
stations and the grid sub stations, which are controlled by the System Operator. Thus, as
at present, the 33kV transmission lines form part of the transmission network and the
National Grid, and are controlled by the Ceylon Electricity Board in its capacity as the

System Controller.

We have already adverted to the definition of power system which according to Clause 53
shall mean, “all aspects of generation, transmission, distribution and supply of electricity
and includes one or more of the following, namely:- (a) generating stations; (b)
transmission lines; (c) substations; (d) tie-lines; (e) load dispatch activities; (f) distribution
mains; (g) electricity supply lines; (h) overhead lines; (i) service lines; and (j) works.” The
Long Term Development Plan [Clause 3(3)(v)], the National Electricity Policy [Clause
4(3)(a), the role and scope of the Regulator [Clause 8(3)(k)], the operation and
maintenance of the System Control Centre [Clause 10(2)(a)], ensuring that the integrated
operation of the power system of the country be based on the projections in the annual

power procurement plan [Clause 10(2)(c)], the coordinated operation of the power system

to ensure in real time the balance between electricity supply and demand [Clause 10(2)(d)],
are all centered, inter alia on the power system and the national grid.

Clause 53 of the Bill contains the following definitions of grid, national grid and grid code:

Grid - a high voltage backbone system of interconnected transmission lines, substations

and generating plants.

Grid Code — the operating procedures and standards for planning of power system,
scheduling of generators, interconnection of generators, transmission equipment and
consumers to the national grid, operation of the power system and the national grid and

the metering of power transfers.

National Grid — the transmission network operating at a voltage greater than 33 kilo volts
consisting of transmission assets owned by the National Transmission Network Service

Provider and additional transmission licensees.

Thus, the Bill seeks to reduce the scope and ambit of the national grid to a transmission
network greater than 33kV. The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that an
amendment will be moved at the Committee Stage of Parliament to the definition of

‘national grid’ and that the definition shall thereafter read as follows:

“the transmission network operating at a voltage greater than 33 volts consisting of
transmission assets and grid substations owned by the National Transmission
Network Service Provider and additional transmission licensees”

Mr. Egalahewa, PC submitted that the distribution system of the Ceylon Electricity Board,
which carries out more than 90% of the electricity distribution in Sri Lanka, comes under
four divisions with each division operating under a Distribution License issued by the Public
Utilities Commission and regulated in terms of the Sri Lanka Electricity Act. Referring to the
Energy Flow Diagram of January 2024 published by the Ceylon Electricity Board which
outlines the movement of energy from diverse generation sources, such as coal, hydro,
thermal oil, solar, and wind, through a complex network of transmission lines to end
consumers, Mr. Egalahewa, PC submitted that the said diagram demonstrates the
complicated dynamics of energy distribution within the national electricity system, and
underscores the interconnectedness of various elements of the energy infrastructure.

According to the Renewable Energy Generation Report [April 2023 - June 2023] published
by the Public Utilities Commission, about 45% of the Renewable Energy Power Plants in
the country generated by 361 Renewable Energy generation plants are connected through
33KV or Voltage levels below that, whereas it is only the major hydro [48%], wind plants
operated by the Ceylon Electricity Board [3%] and wind plants operated by independent
power producers [1-2%] that are connected at voltages higher than 33kV.

It was pointed out by the Petitioners that according to a Report published in December
2022 by the Ceylon Electricity Board titled ‘Way forward of integration of renewable
energy resources to the national grid from year 2023 to 2026’, the policy of the
Government is to achieve 70% of electricity through Renewable Energy sources, which
shall be connected either with 33kV, 11kV, 400V or 230V levels.

Mr. Egalahewa, PC submitted that in view of the definition of ‘national grid’ in the Bill:

(a) the transmission network below 33KV including all renewable energy power plants
will be outside the control of the National System Operator who is responsible for the
operation and maintenance of the System Control Centre, for the reason that
“System Control Centre” as defined in Clause 53 means the “Centre established under
section 10 of this Act for carrying out real time operation of the National Grid”;

(b) the National Transmission Network Service Provider would not have any role over
the transmission network operating at a voltage less than 33 kilo volts.

The result of the exclusion of lines operating at a voltage lower than 33kV is threefold. The
first is that power generated by a generation licensee and transmitted via a transmission
line below 33kV directly to a distributor licensee shall be outside the control of the National
System Operator, who as we have already stated, is responsible for the “coordinated
operation of the power system to ensure in real time the balance between electricity supply
and demand.” The second is that all plants that generate and transmit via a transmission
line below 33kV will be outside the purview of the National System Operator and the
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National Transmission Network Service Provider, thus limiting the role of the National
System Operator and the National Transmission Network Service Provider. The third is that
the Bill does not specify who would control and administer those operating transmission
lines below 33kV.

The response of the learned Additional Solicitor General was twofold.

She submitted that, firstly, in terms of Clause 5(3) of the Bill, all generation companies and
distribution companies will function under a license issued by the Public Utilities
Commission and that these licenses will invariably enable the Public Utilities Commission
to exercise the necessary degree of control over the relevant generation licensee or
distribution licensee and ensure that they carry out their activities subject to any directions
or orders issued by the National System Operator. While the terms and conditions of such
licenses have not been presented before us, the issue raised by the learned President’s

Counsel goes beyond a licensing and regulatory issue.

Secondly, the learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that in terms of Clause 10(14)
of the Bill, “The National System Operator shall enter into power purchase agreements with
generation licensees and transmission service agreements with transmission licensees as
specified in subsection (12),” and that the concerns of the Petitioners would be addressed
through this mechanism. In addition to Clause 10(14), the learned Additional Solicitor
General submitted that an amendment shall be moved at the Committee Stage of
Parliament to re-number Clause 10(14) as Clause 10(14)(a) and to add the following new
paragraphs numbered as (b) - (d), so that the National System Operator shall enter into:

“(b) power purchase agreements with generation licensees incorporated under the
preliminary transfer plan specified in paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
18;

(c) power sales agreements with distribution licensees incorporated under the
preliminary transfer plan specified in paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
18

(d) a transmission service agreement with the National Transmission Network
Service Provider incorporated under the preliminary transfer plan specified in
paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 18 and as specified in subsection (12)
of section 10.”

While the insertion of the above provisions would certainly add clarity and the much
desired legal basis for the relationship between the National System Operator and the
National Transmission Network Service Provider on the one hand and the generation and
distribution licensees on the other, a rational and reasonable explanation has not been
offered as to the limitation of the national grid to a transmission network greater than
33kV. It also leaves open, at least partially, the submission of the Petitioners that the
coordinated and real time operation that must take place once the Ceylon Electricity Board
is ‘unbundled’ would not take place due to the exclusion of transmission networks
operating at a voltage lesser than 33kV. We are therefore inclined to agree with the
learned President’s Counsel that the exclusion of transmission networks below 33kV leaves

a huge lacuna in the efficient administration of the power system.

The omission of 33kV transmission lines from the definition of ‘National Grid’ has another
far-reaching consequence. The Bill provides for the exporting or trading of electricity by
interconnecting the national grid with the transmission network of regional markets.

Clause 10 (13) provides as follows:

“(a) The National System Operator shall have the exclusive right of trading electricity
with other countries under the authority of a National System Operator license
issued under this Act.

(b) The terms and conditions of trading which is intended to be done under
paragraph (a) shall be approved by the Cabinet of Ministers.

(c) No generation licensee shall be authorised to directly sell electricity to any
country and no consumer or distribution licensee shall be authorised to purchase

electricity from any country”

Clause 16 however provides that such transmission interconnection shall be constructed
only after obtaining the prior approval of the Cabinet of Ministers. However, where the
transmission is carried out through a transmission network operating at a voltage less than
33kV, the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers will not be required nor would such activity
come within the purview of the National System Operator since such lines are outside the

definition of the national grid.

We are therefore of the view that the definition of ‘national grid’ in Clause 53 of the Bill
lacks clarity and its implementation can lead to arbitrariness and a violation of Article 12(1).
Hence, we are of the view that this definition can be passed only with the special majority
of Parliament. However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the definition of ‘national grid’

is amended to read as follows:

“National Grid” means, the transmission network consisting of transmission assets
and grid substations owned by the National Transmission Network Service Provider

and additional transmission licensees.”

Clause 11 - procurement

Clause 11(1) of the Bill provides that the National System Operator shall, in accordance
with the Long Term Power System Development Plan, procure electricity, generation
capacity and energy storage capacity by calling for tenders based on the procedure set out
therein. This includes calling for proposals, maintaining transparency and competition and
adopting Electricity Industry specific procedures for such procurement and preparation of
formats in consultation with the National Procurement Commission established in terms

of Article 1568 (1) of the Constitution.

While in terms of the second proviso, “the requirement to submit a tender shall not be
applicable in respect of any new generation plant or to the expansion of any existing
generation plant that is being developed to meet any emergency situation as determined
by the Cabinet of Ministers during a national calamity or a long term forced outage of a
major generation plant, where protracted bid inviting process outweighs the potential
benefit or procuring emergency capacity required to be provided by uny person at least
cost”, the first proviso to Clause 11(1) reads as follows:

“Provided that, -

(i) if the capacity of the generation plant is below or equal to the threshold value
as specified under subsection (3), and the final approval has been granted to
generate electricity through renewable energy resources by the Sri Lanka
Sustainable Energy Authority under section 18 of the Sri Lanka Sustainable
Energy Authority Act, No. 35 of 2007;

(i) where on the day preceding the date of the coming into operation of this Act an
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers has been obtained to develop a new
generation plant or to expand the generation capacity of an existing generation

plant; or

(iij) where on the day preceding the appointed date a valid letter of award has been
issued by the Ceylon Electricity Board in accordance with the provisions of the
Sri Lanka Electricity Act, No. 20 of 2009,

the National System Operator shall not be required to comply with the provisions of

this subsection:”

We are of the view that the first proviso to Clause 11(1) can result in the selection of
entities in violation of procurement guidelines that are currently in place, and such
selection will be in violation of Article 12(1) of the Constitution. Hence, the first proviso to
Clause 11(1) must be approved by the special majority of Parliament. However, such
inconsistency shall cease and Clause 11(1) may be approved by a simple majority if the
words, “ provided that the selection of the party to whom approval has been granted or
the letter of award has been issued has been selected pursuant to a competitive and

transparent procurement process. " are inserted at the end of the first proviso.
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Employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board

The Petitioners in SC (SD) No. 42/2024 have pointed out that as at 1% January 2024, the
Ceylon Electricity Board has a total of 21,988 employees in the following grades/services:

No. Employee Grade/Service Z:::':t::‘;jca)l

S.
1 Electrical Engineering Service ‘ 764
2 Mechanical Engineering Service j 84
3 Civil Engineering Service I 67
4 All Executives in Accounting Grades T 93
5 Other Executives ,r 374
6 Middle Level Technical Grades : 1,603
7 Clerical & Allied Services Grades ‘ 3,953
8 Skilled Field Technical Service Grades 5,090
9 Office Employee Services 640
N Semi-Skilled Technical & Unskilled Field 1 7976

Services i '
11 Other Skilled Grades —:r 2,044
Total as at 01° January 2024 | 21,988

It was also submitted that approximately 88% of these employees or 19296 in number are
under the age of 50 years thus underlining the importance of providing job security to all
employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board.

Clause 18(3) to Clause 18(5) of the Bill contains several provisions relating to the
employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board.

Clause 18(3)(f) provides as tollows:

“The transfer plan prepared under subsection (1) shall ensure that all officers and
servants of the Ceylon Electricity Board holding office in the Ceylon Electricity Board
on the day preceding the appointed date shall be-

(i) duly identified by the Ceylon Electricity Board;

(i) be notified by the Ceylon Electricity Board of their proposed assignation to the
respective successor companies within four months of this Act comes [sic] into

operation; and

(iii) be required to notify the Ceylon Electricity Board within two months of the
receipt of the notice referred to in subparagraph (ii), whether they opt to be

assigned to such respective successor companies or not,

and shall with effect from the date succeeding the appointed date shall [sic] be
assigned to such successor companies under the preliminary transfer plan with the
same salary paid under their contract of employment with the Ceylon Electricity
Board. Where an employee does not opt to be assigned to a successor company, such
employee shall be entitled to a voluntary retirement scheme and the terms and
conditions of such scheme shall be as prescribed.”

As Clause 1(2) presently reads, Clause 18 would come into operation only on the Appointed
Date and the Preliminary Transfer Plan would be published in the Gazette on the day
immediately succeeding the Appointed Date. In terms of Clause 18(3)(f), the assigning of
employees to the successor companies would take place four months after the said date,
with the employees having a further two months from that date to indicate if they wish to
be assigned to the successor companies. As the Ceylon Electricity Board would cease to be
in existence from the Appointed Date, the practical reality of Clause 18(3)(f) is that for a
period of six months from the appointed date, the employees of the Ceylon Electricity
Board would not have an employer and consequently would not be renumerated and the
successor companies may not have employees, thus bringing the entire electrical sector to
a standstill. Hence, Clause 18(3)(f) as it presently reads is vague and lacks clarity with

regard to the date on which such provision becomes effective.

This Court has already held that Clause 1(2) of the Bill is vague and the Bill is in violation of
Article 12(1) but that the said violation would cease if the said Clause is amended at the

Committee Stage of Parliament as proposed by this Court, so that inter alia Clause 18
would become operative from the date the Bill becomes law in terms of Article 80(1). If
Clause 1(2) is amended as proposed by this Court, the above lack of clarity shall cease.

Although Clause 18(3)(f) appears on the face of it to give an employee an option to decide
on whether he or she wishes to continue with the successor company or else accept a
Voluntary Retirement Scheme, in reality there is no such option for the reason that details
of the Voluntary Retirement Scheme are not made known to an employee at the time he
or she is required to make a choice, but instead are to be prescribed, with no date for doing
50 being stipulated. Mr. Egalahewa, PC appearing for the Ceylon Electricity Board Engineers
Union submitted further that if the criteria adopted in the calculation of compensation
offered are not disclosed at the time the notice in terms of Clause 18(3)(f)(ii) is given, the
employees would be compelled to accept employment with the successor company, which
he submitted was arbitrary and violative of not only Article 12(1) but Article 14(1)(g) , as

well.

The next issue with Clause 18(3)(f) is that the employees would only be entitled to the
payment of the same salary that they are currently drawing from the Ceylon Electricity
Board. It was the position of Mr. Egalahewa, PC that the employees of the Ceylon Electricity
Board are paid many allowances in addition to their salary, similar to all Public Servants
and employees of statutory bodies, but the employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board
would be deprived of these allowances if they opt to join the successor companies. As
already observed, aggravating the issue is the fact that details of the Voluntary Retirement
Scheme is to be prescribed with no date for doing so being stipulated, thus leaving the
employees with no option but to accept employment with the successor at the basic salary

that they are currently drawing.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that depending on their grade and
designation, the employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board are currently entitled inter alia
to the payment of an Engineers Allowance, Incentive Allowance, Temporary Allowance,
Qualification Based Incentive Allowance, OH & S Incentive Allowance, Staff Allowance,
Transmission and Generation Planning Allowance, System Control Allowance etc. It was
her position that the legality of the payment of these allowances have been queried by the
Auditor General as recently as November 2023 and that it is for that reason that Clause

18(3)(f) has been limited to the salary.

The employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board could not have paid the allowances to
themselves and hence it was submitted by the learned Counsel for the Petitioners that it
is safe to assume that such payments have been made pursuant to approval granted by
the board of directors of the Ceylon Electricity Board. This Court inquired from the learned
Additional Solicitor General if the Ceylon Electricity Board has responded to the said Audit
Query and if the gross salary has been adjusted by removing the said allowances from the
monthly renumeration of an employee. This Court was not apprised of the response of the
Ceylon Electricity Board and the only inference that can be drawn is that as at today, an
employee is being paid allowances in addition to their salary. Be that as it may, it is not
within the purview of this Court in the exercise of the jurisdiction that it is exercising in
these applications to determine the legality or otherwise of such payments. Instead, we
are only concerned with the fact that if the contract of employment with the Ceylon
Electricity Board is to be assigned to another entity, it must only be done with the consent
of such employee and on terms and conditions not less favourable than those enjoyed by
them on the day preceding the date on which the employees consent to join the successor
employer. Any other course of action would violate Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g).

In the above circumstances, we are of the view that Clause 18(3)(f) of the Bill as it presently
stands is violative of Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution and requires to be

approved by the special majority of Parliament.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that amendments would be moved at
the Committee Stage of Parliament to Clause 18(3)(f)(ii) and the rest of Clause 18(3)(f)
which appears after sub-paragraph (iii), and that Clause 18(3)(f) shall stand amended as

follows:

“The transfer plan prepared under subsection (1) shall ensure that all officers and
servants of the Ceylon Electricity Board holding office in the Ceylon Electricity Board
on the day preceding the appointed date shall be-
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(i) duly identified by the Ceylon Electricity Board;

(i) be notified by the Ceylon Electricity Board of their proposed assignation to the
respective successor companies within four months of this section coming into

operation; and”

(iii) be required to notify the Ceylon Electricity Board within two months of the
receipt of the notice referred to in subparagraph (ii), whether they opt to be

assigned to such respective successor companies or not,

and shall with effect from the date succeeding the appointed date shall be assigned
to such successor companies under the preliminary transfer plan with the same salary
paid under their contract of employment with the Ceylon Electricity Board. Where an
employee does not opt to be assigned to a successor company, such employee shall
be entitled to a voluntary retirement scheme and the terms and conditions of such
scheme shall be prescribed within four months of this section coming into operation.”

The proposed amendment addresses all concerns expressed by the Petitioners which are
referred to above except the fact that the employees would continue to be entitled only
to their salary. The employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board would thus be denied the
equal protection of the law enshrined in Article 12(1), as well as the protection afforded
under Article 14(1)(g) and for that reason, we are of the view that Clause 18(3)(f) as
proposed by the learned Additional Solicitor General must be approved by the special
majority of Parliament. However, such inconsistency shall cease and Clause 18(3)(f) as
proposed by the learned Additional Solicitor General may be approved by a simple majority
if the words, ‘with the same salary paid’ are deleted and replaced with the words, ‘on terms
and conditions not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day preceding the

relevant date’.

The Provident Fund and Pension Fund

Schedule | of the Bill provides that a company, the entire shareholding of which shall
always remain with the Government shall be incorporated to take over the functions of
the Provident Fund and Pension Fund of the Ceylon Electricity Board and to act as the

custodian and trustee and manage such Provident Fund and Pension Fund.
Clause 18(3)(e)(ii) provides as follows:

“The transfer plan prepared under subsection (1) shall allocate to a company or
companies referred to in section 17 whose sole shareholder shall be the Government
of Sri Lanka, the functions of the Provident Fund and Pension Fund of the Ceylon
Electricity Board as the custodian and trustee and to manage such Provident Fund and

Pension Fund:

Provided that, both the Provident Fund and the Pension Fund shall be transferred to
a separate company established for such purpose and the benefits of the said
Provident Fund and the Pension Fund shall only apply to the employees on the day
preceding the appointed date and former employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board:

Provided further, the governance structure for the company assigned to manage such
funds shall be as prescribed and shall include representatives from employees on the
day preceding the appointed date and former employees of the Ceylon Electricity
Board who shall be consulted regarding the investment decisions of such funds;”

Mr. Egalahewa, PC submitted that the Pension Fund of the Ceylon Electricity Board is a
non-contributory fund, in that while the employees do not contribute to the fund, the
Ceylon Electricity Board pays 7% of the total salary as calculated for the purposes of the
provident fund, towards the Pension Fund. However, Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) provides as

follows:

“The successor companies and the officers and servants of the Ceylon Electricity Board
who have become the employees of the successor companies on the date succeeding
the appointed date shall make such contributions to the Provident l'und and Pension

Fund as they are required to make by rules or regulations of the Provident Fund and

Pension Fund as the case may be.”
Mr. Egalahewa, PC raised several issues with regard to the above provision.

The first was that employees would now be called upon to contribute towards the Pension
Fund and that it would therefore be a violation of their contract of employment with the
Ceylon Electricity Board. While this Court has not been apprised if entitlement to a pension
fund is part of the contract of employment of an employee, we have already determined
that the continuation of employment with a successor company shall be ‘on terms and
conditions not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day preceding the
relevant date’, unless Clause 18(3)(f) is approved by a special majority. In any event, this
clause does not impose on an employee any additional burden in view of the qualification
that the obligation to contribute will arise only if “they are required to make by rules or
regulations of the Provident Fund and Pension Fund as the case may be.”

The second is that requiring an employer and an employee to contribute to a fund other
than the Employees Provident Fund established under the Employees Provident Fund Act
No. 15 of 1958, as amended Is inconsistent with Section 27 of such Act. However, we are
of the view that the said provision would not apply as the obligation is being created by an

Act of Parliament.

The third issue is that although Clause 18(3)(e)(ii} stipulates that the Transfer Plan shall
allocate to a company of which the Government shall be the sole shareholder, the
functions of the Provident Fund and the Pensions Fund of the Ceylon Electricity Board, and
that such company shall be the custodian and trustee of such Funds, the said Clause does
not provide the manner in which the Company that is established to take over the
functions of the Provident Fund and the Pensions Fund shall be funded. We have examined
the Bill and find that there is no provision for the allocation of funds to meet the obligations
of the Provident and Pension Funds. The failure to specify same would be catastrophic and
would deprive the employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board of the equal protection of the
law. We are therefore of the view that Clause 18(3)(e)(ii) of the Bill is inconsistent with the
provisions of Article 12(1) and must be approved by the special majority of Parliament. The
said inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 18(3)(e)(ii) is amended by the insertion of
the words, “and the monies required to meet the Provident Fund obligations of the

employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board” at the end of in Clause 18(3)(e)(ii).

Payment of Gratuity

Clause 18(4)(a) provides in respect of employees who opt to join the successor companies
that their period of service with the Ceylon Electricity Board shall be counted for the
purposes of calculating the pension entitlement and other retirement benefits of such
employees, and where the aggregate period of service exceeds twenty years, such
employee shall be entitled to, “the grant of pension and retirement benefits which may be
applicable to such officers and servants in accordance with the rules of the Pension Fund of
the Ceylon Electricity Board”. This Clause however does not specifically provide for gratuity
in terms of the Payment of Gratuity Act, No. 12 of 1983, as amended and any argument
that gratuity would be covered by the words, ‘other retirement benefits' appears to be
limited by the reference to such retirement benefits being ‘in accordance with the rules of

the Pension Fund.’

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that an amendment will be moved at
the Committee Stage of Parliament to amend Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) by the addition of the
words, “and the successor companies shall make all other statutory payments including
gratuity to the employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board who have become the employees
of the successor companies” at the end of the said clause. The said amendment still leaves
room for an interpretation that the period of service with the Ceylon Electricity Board is
not counted when calculating the period of service for the payment of gratuity in terms of
the Payment of Gratuity Act, and is therefore vague and violative of Article 12(1) of the
Constitution. Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) would therefore require to be passed by a special majority
of Parliament. The said inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) is amended
as follows:

“The successor companies and the officers and servants of the Ceylon Electricity Board
who have become the employees of the successor companies on the date succeeding
the appointed date shall make such contributions to the Provident Fund and Pension



27

Fund as they are required to make by rules or regulations of the Provident Fund and
Pension Fund, as the case may be, and the successor companies shall make all other
statutory payments including gratuity to the employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board
who have become the employees of the successor companies. The period that an
employee served with the Ceylon Electricity Board shall be taken into consideration
when calculating the statutory payments that are payable to such employees.”

Powers of the Minister

The Minister referred to in the Bill is the Minister assigned the subject of electricity in terms
of Articles 44 and 45 of the Constitution. It was the position of several learned Counsel for
the Petitioners that the Minister has been entrusted with enormous power in the

implementation of the Bill without adequate safeguards.

In terms of Article 43(1), the Cabinet of Ministers is charged with the direction and control
of the Government of the Republic and is responsible for the formulation of policy. In terms
of Clause 4, the overall responsibility of formulating the national electricity policy which
shall reflect the policy of the Government for the development of the electricity industry
in a manner consistent with the national policy on energy is with the Minister. Clause 3
provides for the Minister to appoint the National Electricity Advisory Council to formulate
the draft policy and advise the Minister in formulating the national electricity policy.
Having gone through a process of public and stakeholder consultation, the draft Policy shall
thereafter be approved by the Cabinet of Ministers. Clause 4(10) permits the Minister to
issue policy guidelines in respect of those matters specified in such clause but with the
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers. Thus, it is clear that while the Minister has been
conferred with wide powers, he or she is required to obtain the approval of the Cabinet of

Ministers, thus acting as a safeguard against any arbitrary exercise of power.

Most other powers conferred on the Minister by the Bill are subject to safeguards to
prevent an arbitrary exercise of powers and/or are subject to the requirement to obtain
the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers. However, Clause 21 which contains the procedure
that must be followed by the regulator when considering an application for the grant ofa
license for generation, transmission, distribution or supply of electricity or for an extension
of any one of such licenses, provides in Clause 21(2) that the granting or extending of such
a license by the regulator shall be with the concurrence of the Minister. A similar
requirement to obtain the concurrence of the Minister applies in terms of Clause 23(1) to

the modification of a license and in terms of Clause 23(2) to the revocation of a license.

While the Public Utilities Commission has been bestowed with the status of the Regulator
for the Electricity Industry, Clause 5(2) provides that, “In the exercise, performance and
discharge of its powers, duties and functions in relation to the Electricity Industry, the
Regulator shall at all times, act reasonably, with fairness, impartiality and independence
and in a manner that is timely, transparent, objective and consistent with the principles
and provisions in this Act.” In these circumstances, we are of the view that the regulator
must be allowed to function independently and free of any interference from the executive
especially in the peculiar circumstances of this Bill where the ownership of most entities

will not be in the control of the Government.

The necessity to obtain the concurrence of the Minister in Clauses 21 and 23 is therefore
violative of Article 12(1) and the said Clauses must be approved by the special majority of
Parliament. The said inconsistency shall however cease and Clauses 21 and 23 may be
passed by the simple majority of Parliament if the requirement to obtain the concurrence
of the Minister is removed by the deletion of the words, “with the concurrence of the

Minister”.
Clause 48
Clause 48 of the Bill [the removal of difficulties clause] provides as follows:

“(1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act or any Order,
regulation rule or notification made under this Act, the Minister may take such
steps as not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as may be necessary or

expedient for eliminating any specific difficulty.

(2) The Minister may by Order published in the Gazette specify the steps taken for

the purpose of removing any such difficulty”
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Mr. Vinura Kularatne and Mr. Thishya Weragoda, the learned Counsel for the Petitioners
in SC (SD) No. 50/2024 and SC (SD) No. 51/2024 respectively, submitted that Clause 48
confers wide powers on the Minister to take any steps to remove any difficulty in giving
effect to the provisions of the Bill but lacks the necessary safeguards to prevent
arbitrariness in its implementation. It was submitted further that Clause 48 as it presently
reads goes beyond mere legislative authorisation to take administrative action and for that
reason too, the said Clause is contrary to Articles 3, 4(a) and 76 of the Constitution.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that the rationale for the introduction
of the ‘removal of difficulties clause’ or what was described by the learned Additional
Solicitor General as something that resembles a ‘Henry VIII' clause, which expression is a
reference to King Henry VIII's supposed preference for legislating directly by proclamation
rather than through Parliament, has been explained by the Supreme Court of India in

Madeva Upendra Sinai v Union of India [AIR 1975 SC 797], as being necessary:

“ to keep pace with the rapidly increasing responsibilities of a Welfare democratic
State, the legislature has to turn out a plethora of hurried legislation, the volume of
which is often matched with its complexity. Under conditions of extreme pressure,
with heavy demands on the time of the Legislature and the endurance and skill of the
draftsman, it is nearly impossible to foresee all the circumstances to deal with which
a statute is enacted or to anticipate all the difficulties what might arise in its working
due to a peculiar local condition or even a local law. This is particularly true when
Parliament undertakes legislation which gives a new dimension to socioeconomic
activities of the State or extends the existing Indian laws to new territories or areas
freshly merged in the Union of India. In order to obviate the necessity of approaching
the Legislature for removal of every difficulty, howsoever trivial, encountered in the
enforcement of a statute, by going through the time-consuming amendatory process,
the Legislature sometimes thinks it expedient to invest the Executive with a very
limited power to make minor adaptations and peripheral adjustments in the statute,
for making its implementation effective, without touching its substance. That is why
the “removal of difficulty clause”, once frowned upon and nick-named as “Henry VIII
clause” in scornful commemoration of the absolutist ways in which that English King
got the “difficulties” in enforcing his autocratic will removed through the
instrumentality of a servile Parliament, now finds acceptance as a practical necessity,

in several Indian statutes of post-independence era.”

The position of the learned Additional Solicitor General was that no unfettered discretion
has been granted to the Minister to make any order that he or she wishes in that the power
is limited to taking any such steps as are not inconsistent with the provisions of the Bill,
and for that reason the said Clause is neither arbitrary nor violative of any constitutional
provisions. It was further submitted that this is not the first time that such a clause is being
introduced and that such provisions appear in many previous legislation including the
Development Councils Act No. 35 of 1980 [Section 94], the Development Councils Election
Act No. 20 of 1981 [Section 103], the Parliamentary Elections Act No. 1 of 1981 [Section
129], the Referendum Act No. 7 of 1981 [Section 77], the Provincial Councils Elections Act
No. 2 of 1988 [Section 127], the Electricity Reforms Act No. 28 of 2002 [Section 61], the Sri
Lanka Electricity Act No. 20 of 2009 [Section 55] and the Personal Data Protection Act No.
9 of 2022 [Section 55].

While it is correct that this provision appears in the Electricity Reforms Act, which was
considered by this Court at bill stage, the Determination on the Electricity Reforms Bill
[Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills (1991 — 2003) Volume VIi; 291],
bears no special consideration of such provision. Furthermore, it must be observed that
while the relevant sections of the Development Councils Act, the Parliamentary Elections
Act and the Referendum Act are differently circumscribed, the relevant sections in the
latter three Acts referred to above have two safeguards which are not found in the
impugned Clause, those being that steps taken by the Minister must not only be not
inconsistent with the provisions of the Bill but with any other law as well, and that every
order made shall as soon as practicable after it is made be laid before Parliament. Section
55 of the Data Protection Act had an additional safeguard when it specified that no order
shall be made after the expiry of a period of five years from the date of coming into
operation of that Act.

The scope for the abuse of such a provision was highlighted in Madeva Upendra Sinai v
Union of India [supra], where the Supreme Court of India found that through the order
made using such provision, the government had attempted to change the fundamental
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scheme of the Act in question and therefore declared the removal of difficulties order as
invalid for the reason that there were no ‘difficulties’ which required removal and
therefore the orders were made in excess of the power conferred under the relevant Act.

A similar provision was considered by the Supreme Court of India in State of West Bengal
v Anindya Sundar Das & Others [Civil Appeal Nos. 6706 and 6707/2020; Order dated 11**
October 2022] where Chandrachud, J (as he then was) having referred to Madeva Upendra
Sinai v Union of India stated as follows:

“Section 60 contemplates a situation where inter alia any difficulty arises in giving
effect to the provisions of the Act “on account of any lacunae or omission” in its
provisions or for any other reason whatsoever. In such cases, the State government is
empowered, as the occasion may require, to do anything which appears to it to be
necessary for removing the difficulty notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained elsewhere in the Act or any other law. Where there is a specific provision,
as in the present case Section 8(2)(a), it was not open to the State government to
conjure up a lacunae or omission and purportedly exercise the power to remove
difficulties. ... The State government chose the incorrect path under Section 60 by
misusing the “removal of difficulty clause” to usurp the power of the Chancellor to
make the appointment. A government cannot misuse the “removal of difficulty
clause” to remove all obstacles in its path which arise due to statutory restrictions.
Allowing such actions would be antithetical to the rule of law. Misusing the limited
power granted to make minor adaptations and peripheral adjustments in a statute
for making its implementation effective, to side-step the provisions of the statute
altogether would defeat the purpose of the legislation.” [emphasis added]

Quite apart from the strong propensity for the abuse of such provisions and hence the
justification and the need for safeguards, its legality must be considered from the
perspective of Articles 3, 4 and 76 of the Constitution. In terms of Article 3, sovereignty is
in the People and is inalienable. Article 4 provides the manner in which the Sovereignty of
the People shall be exercised and in Article 4(a) provides that the legislative power of the
People shall be exercised by Parliament. In terms of Article 75, Parliament shall have power

to make laws as stipulated therein.
Article 76 reads as follows:

“(1) Parliament shall not abdicate or in any manner alienate its legislative power and

shall not set up any authority with any legislative power.

(2) It shall not be a contravention of the provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article
for Parliament to make, in any law relating to public security, provision
empowering the President to make emergency regulations in accordance with

such law.

(3) It shall not be a contravention of the provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article
for Parliament to make any law containing any provision empowering any
person or body to make subordinate legislation for prescribed purposes,

including the power —

(a) to appoint a date on which any law or any part thereof shall come into

effect or cease to have effect;

(b) to make by order any law or any part thereof applicable to any locality or

to any class of persons; and
(c) tocreate alegal person, by an order or an Act ..”

Thus, while delegated legislation is permissible in terms of Article 76, and while Parliament
may empower the Minister to make subsidiary legislation, such power is subject to the
limitation that the subsidiary legislation must be for a prescribed purpose, or in other
words, the enabling law must prescribe the purpose for which subsidiary legislation can be
made. We are of the view that Clause 48 does not contain a prescribed purpose within the
contemplation of Article 76(3). The failure to prescribe the purpose leads to a situation
beyond what is permissible under Article 76(3) and will result in the alienation of legislative

power to the executive.

The question of placing before Parliament any steps taken by the Minister for legislative
ratification will not arise as the delegation is not for a purpose which has been prescribed.
If the purpose is prescribed, the question whether such purpose is vague or overbroad will
have to be considered by the application of the test that we have referred to at the

beginning of this Determination.

In these circumstances, we are of the view that Clause 48 is violative of Article 4(a) read
together with Article 3 and hence, needs to be approved by the special majority of
Parliament and by the People at a Referendum.

Expertise of those entrusted to manage the entities that are to established

We have already stated that the Bill provides for the establishment of the Power Sector
Reform Secretariat which shall be responsible for the preparation of the Preliminary and
Final Transfer Plan, the National Electricity Advisory Council which shall advise the Minister
in formulating the National Electricity Policy including the National Tariff Policy, the
National System Operator who shall be responsible for the preparation of the Annual
Power Procurement Plan and the Long Term Power System Development Plan, and the
National Transmission Network Service Provider who shall be responsible for the
implementation of the functions of the Ceylon Electricity Board connected with the
development, expansion and maintenance of the physical infrastructure of the National
Grid of Sri Lanka and for the transmission of bulk electricity to distribution licensees.

Given the objects of the Bill, the impact that the ‘unbundling’ of the Ceylon Electricity
Board would have on the Country and her People, and the fact that separate entities are
being established and entrusted with the necessary tasks, it was correctly submitted by
Mr. Kularatne that it is equally important that these entities are led and managed by
experts and professionals with experience in the relevant disciplines, and that the criteria
for appointment be laid down to prevent friends and family of the appointing authority
from being appointed. The time is certainly ripe for this Court to insist that meritocracy be
restored, respected and adhered to when appointments are made by a Minister or any
governmental authority and we therefore take the view that any failure to do so would
result in the fundamental rights of the People guaranteed by Article 12(1) being infringed.
The necessity to appoint duly qualified persons was addressed in the Bureau of
Rehabilitation Bill [supra; at page 26], where referring to the Determination in Petroleum

Products (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Bill [supra], this Court stated as follows:

“an argument was presented that even though the Energy Supply Committee
established under the Energy Supply Act and tasked with the responsibility of
recommending and advising the Minister with regard to the issuance of licenses
comprised of representatives of the relevant stakeholders, so that necessary
recommendations and advice could be tendered to the Minister taking into
consideration the criteria as spelt out in the Petroleum Products (Special Provisions)
Act, the Committee proposed under the Amendment Bill lacked such representation
and that the change of composition of the Committee will result in the Minister
exercising his powers arbitrarily without proper consultation with other stakeholders
in violation of Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

This Court agreed with the said submission and held as follows [at page 17]:

The composition of the Committee must be such that all relevant criteria in the
Petroleum Products Act will be considered in making recommendations or giving
advice to the Minister. The composition of the Committee as presently envisaged in
the Bill does not do so. Hence, Clause 3(2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1)
of the Constitution and may only be passed by the special majority required under the
provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84.”

The Court went on to state in the Bureau of Rehabilitation Bill Determination that:

“It would therefore be seen that this Court has time and again held that the ultimate
decision maker under a particular law —in this case the Council — must have the
necessary expertise and experience to carry out its core functions. Putting together a
few officials of the State who may not have experience or expertise in the core
functions of the Burcau, mixed with a few industry representatives, does not enable
the Council to discharge its statutory duties and functions. We are of the view that
the inconsistency in Clause 6 shall cease if the number of the appointed members are
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increased to five, and of whom two persons shall possess academic and professional
qualifications and experience in rehabilitation, two persons shall possess academic
and professional qualifications and experience in social integration, and for the other
member to possess academic and professional qualifications and experience in law

and order.”

In terms of Clause 38, the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat has been entrusted with the
power to direct and oversee the implementation of the reforms enumerated in the Bill and
has been tasked with the following:

(a) Facilitate the preparation of the Transfer Plan;

(b) Coordinate the formulation of a comprehensive and efficient financial restructuring
process which identifies methodology to be applied to the restructuring of the assets
and liabilities of the Ceylon Electricity Board including the completion of the process
of divesting the Ceylon Electricity Board of its activities as identified in the Transfer

Plan;

(c) Initiate capacity building of the National System Operator in operating the reformed
power sector and in the procurement of new generation capacity using competitive,
transparent and accountable procedures.

The Transfer Plan no doubt plays an extremely critical role in the entire ‘unbundling’
exercise. Clause 38(2) provides that the Minister shall appoint not more than three
persons with integrity, and with not less than ten years of experience in one or more of
the following fields to be members of the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat: - (i) public
administration; (i) human resource management; (iii) State owned enterprise
restructuring; (iv) law; (v) engineering; (vi) public private partnership; or (vii) finance. The
said Clause provides further that the Minister shall appoint a person possessing experience
in one or more of the above fields to be the Director General of the Secretariat.

It is certainly not a fanciful hypothesis and it would be fully compliant with Clause 38(2) as
it currently reads, for three Attorneys-at-Law with ten years of experience to be appointed
to the Secretariat and as the Director General. Given the absence of any provision to
appoint other staff members to the Secretariat, the Secretariat would not have the benefit
of any persons with experience in the field of power system planning and operation or an
electrical engineer. Given the wide scope and ambit of the Transfer Plan, the Secretariat
certainly needs persons with such experience and expertise, which expertise is part of the
criteria when appointing persons to the National Electricity Advisory Council. We are
therefore of the view that the criteria laid down in Clause 38(2) are insufficient to ensure
that the persons who are to be appointed as members of the Secretariat and as Director
General thereof shall have the experience and expertise that such persons should possess
to implement the onerous task entrusted upon them by the Bill. For that reason Clause
38(2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and may only be passed
by the special majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that an amendment shall be moved at

the Committee Stage of Parliament to amend Clause 38(2) in the following manner:

“(a) The Minister shall appoint not more than five persons with integrity, one of whom
shall have not less than ten years experience in engineering, and the other four
persons with not less than ten years of experience in one or more of the following

fields to be members of the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat: -

(b) The Minister shall appoint a person possessing not less than ten years experience
in one or more of the following fields to be the Director-General of the Power Sector

Reforms Secretariat;”

The said amendment does not address the concerns that we have already expressed.
However, the inconsistency shall cease and Clause 38(2) may be passed with a simple

majority if Clause 38(2) is amended as follows:

“(a) The Minister shall appoint not more than five persons with integrity, one of
whom shall have not less than ten years experience in electrical engineering, and
the other four persons with not less than ten years of experience in one or more
of the following fields to be members of the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat: -

(i) power system planning and operation; (i) human resource management; (iii)
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State owned enterprise restructuring; (iv) law; (v) public private partnership; or

(vi) finance.

(b) The Minister shall appoint a person possessing not less than fifteen years
experience in one or more of the following fields to be the Director-General of
the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat; - (i) power system planning and
operation; (ii) human resource management; (iii) State owned enterprise
restructuring; (iv) electric engineering; (v) public private partnership; or (vi)

finance.”

A similar situation arises with regard to the Director General of the National Electricity
Advisory Council and the Chief Executive Officer of the National System Operator who in
terms of Clause 3(6)(a) and Clause 10(1)(c) respectively, are only required to have
expertise, reached eminence and possess experience in administration. Both these clauses

are vague and violative of Article 12(1).

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that an amendment would be moved
at the Committee Stage of Parliament to amend Clause 10(1)(c) as follows:

“The Chief Executive Officer of the National System Operator shall be a person who
has expertise, reached eminence and has at least twenty years of experience in
electrical engineering and administration who shall be appointed by the Board with

the approval of the Minister.”

We are of the view that the aforementioned inconsistency shall cease if Clauses 3(6)(a) and
10(1)(c) are amended as proposed by the learned Additional Solicitor General. The said
Clauses may thereafter be approved by the simple majority of Parliament.

There is one final matter that we wish to state with regard to those who are appointed by
the Minister. Clause 3(9)(iii) of the Bill provides that a person shall be disqualified from
being appointed to the National Electricity Advisory Council or from continuing to be a
member of such Council if such person, “is a connected person having any financial or other
interest amounting to a conflict of interest directly or indirectly in any entity in the
Electricity Industry or any matter performed by such person”. While ‘a connected person’
has not been defined, a similar provision is not available with regard to those appointed to
the National System Operator, the National Transmission Network Service Provider and
the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat. We are of the view that while similar provision must
be included in respect of those appointed under the Bill by the Minister, it is important
that the obligation be a positive act on the part of the Minister who shall prior to
appointing a person as a member of any of the above entities satisfy himself that such
person has no financial or other conflict of interest in the affairs of such entity, as is likely
to affect adversely, the discharging of his functions as a member thereof.

Summary of the Determination

(1) The Bill as a whole is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only
be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). This
inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 1(2) and Clause 1(3) are amended as

follows:

a) Clause 1(2

“The provisions of this Act other than the provisions of this section, Section 2, Section
3, Section 4, Section 9, Section 10(1), Section 10(2)(b), Section 10(3), Section 10(5),
Section 14, Section 15, Section 17, Section 18, Section 38, Section 39 and the sections
specified in subsection (4) of this section shall come into operation on such date as
shall be appointed by the Minister by Order published in the Gazette (hereinafter

referred to as the “appointed date”):

Provided that prior to making such Order, the Minister shall be satisfied that the
Preliminary Transfer Plan, the National Electricity Policy including the National Tariff
Policy, the Annual Power Procurement Plan and the Long Term Power System
Development Plan have been prepared, approved and are in place in accordance with

the provisions of this Act:

Provided further that if no appointed date is published in the Gazette as required by
this subsection even though the Minister is satisfied that the requirements in the first
proviso have been met, the provisions of this Act, other than the provisions of this



33

o]

@)

(@)

(a)

(b)

(c)

2024 48 04

section, Section 2, Section 3, Section 4, Section 9, Section 10(1), Section 10(2)(b),
Section 10(3), Section 10(5), Section 14, Section 15, Section 17, Section 18, Section 38,
Section 39 and the sections specified in subsection (4) of this section, shall come into
operation immediately upon the expiry of twelve months from the date on which the

Bill becomes an Act of Parliament.”

b) Clause 1(3

“The provisions of this section, Section 2, Section 3, Section 4, Section 9, Section 10(1),
Section 10(2)(b), Section 10(3), Section 10(5), Section 14, Section 15, Section 17,
Section 18, Section 38 and Section 39 shall come into operation on the date on which
the Bill becomes an Act of Parliament.”

Clauses 3(6)(a) and 10(1)(c) are inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and
shall only be passed by the special majority required under Article 84(2). However,

the inconsistency shall cease if Clauses 3(6)(a) and 10(1)(c) are amended as follows:

“The Chief Executive Officer of the National System Operator shall be a person who
has expertise, reached eminence and has at least twenty years of experience in
electrical engineering and administration who shall be appointed by the Board with

the approval of the Minister.”

The first proviso to Clause 11(1) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the
Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required
under Article 84(2). However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the words,
“provided that the selection of the party to whom approval has been granted or the
letter of award has been issued has been selected pursuant to a competitive and

transparent procurement process.”, are inserted at the end of the first proviso.

Clause 17 is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only be
passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). The said
inconsistency shall however cease and Clause 17 may be passed by a simple majority

if Clause 17 is amended as follows:
By the insertion of the following new paragraph numbered as Clause 17(2)(b) -

“The Secretary to the Treasury shall be initially allotted hundred per centum of
the shares in the successor companies incorporated under this section other
than the companies referred to in item (a), (f) and (h) (ii) of Schedule I in which
the Secretary to the Treasury shall be permanently allotted hundred per centum

of the shares.”
By the insertion of the following new paragraph numbered as Clause 18(2)(c) -

“The Secretary to the Treasury may, with the prior approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers, and having followed a transparent and competitive bidding process
as stipulated by law dispose of any shares issued or allotted to him in any
successor company other than the companies referred to in items (a), (f) and (h)
(ii) of Schedule I or of any rights over such shares only dfter the publication of
the final transfer plan in the Gazette in terms of paragraph (b):

Provided that, the Secretary to the Treasury shall, in disposing any shares as
specified in paragraph (c) ensure that the Government holds more than fifty per

centum of the shares of the company referred to in item (e) of Schedule 1*
By amending Clause 39(1)(b) to read as follows:

“preliminary allocation of all assets and preliminary valuation of such assets
including land, building, plant and machinery and other movable assets to
successor companies prior to the appointed date with such valuation being

carried out by the Chief Valuer:

Provided that, the Chief Executive Officer of the residual company established
under paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section 18 shall be responsible for final
asset allocation and final asset valuation to be included in the final transfer plan;

(5)

o)

(7)

(8)

(9)
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(d) By the insertion of a new paragraph under Clause 18(3) to read as follows:
“identify the share capital, the management structure and the source of funds
for the entities to be established under Section 17(1);”

(e) By amending Schedule I in accordance with Clause 17(2).

Clause 18(3)(e)(ii) of the Bill is inconsistent with the provisions of Article 12(1) and
shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article
84(2). The said inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 18(3) is amended by the
insertion of the words, “and the monies required to meet the Provident Fund
obligations of the employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board” at the end of Clause
18(3)(e)(ii).

Clause 18(3)(f) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) and Article 14(1)(g) of the
Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required
under Article 84(2). However, the said inconsistency shall cease if Clause 18(3)(f) is

amended as follows:

“The transfer plan prepared under subsection (1) shall ensure that all officers and
servants of the Ceylon Electricity Board holding office in the Ceylon Electricity Board
on the day preceding the appointed date shall be-

(i) duly identified by the Ceylon Electricity Board;

(i) be notified by the Ceylon Electricity Board of their proposed assignation to the
respective successor companies within four months of this section coming into

operation; and”

(iii) be required to notify the Ceylon Electricity Board within two months of the
receipt of the notice referred to in subparagraph (ii), whether they opt to be
assigned to such respective successor companies or not,

and shall with effect from the date succeeding the appointed date shall be assigned
to such successor companies under the preliminary transfer plan on terms and
conditions not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day preceding the
relevant date under their contract of employment with the Ceylon Electricity Board.
Where an employee does not opt to be assigned to a successor company, such
employee shall be entitled to a voluntary retirement scheme and the terms and
conditions of such scheme shall be prescribed within four months of this section

coming into operation.”

Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only
be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). The said
inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) is amended as follows:

“The successor companies and the officers and servants of the Ceylon Electricity Board
who have become the employees of the successor companies on the date succeeding
the appointed date shall make such contributions to the Provident Fund and Pension
Fund as they are required to make by rules or regulations of the Provident Fund and
Pension Fund, as the case may be, and the successor companies shall make all other
statutory payments including gratuity to the employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board
who have become the employees of the successor companies. The period that an
employee served with the Ceylon Electricity Board shall be taken into consideration

when calculating the statutory payments that are payable to such employees.”

Clauses 21 and 23 are inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only
be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). The said
inconsistency shall however cease if the requirement in such Clauses to obtain the
concurrence of the Minister is removed by the deletion of the words, “with the

concurrence of the Minister”.

Clause 38(2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall
only be passed by the special majority required under Article 84(2). The said

inconsistency shall cease if Clause 38(2) is amended as follows:

“la) The Minister shall appoint not more than five persons with integrity, one of
whom shall have not less than ten years experience in electrical engineering, and
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the other four persons with not less than ten years of experience in one or more
of the following fields to be members of the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat: -
(i) power system planning and operation; (ii) human resource management; (iii)
State owned enterprise restructuring; (iv) law; (v) public private partnership; or

(vi) finance.

(b) The Minister shall appoint a person possessing not less than fifteen years
experience in one or more of the following fields to be the Director-General of
the Power Sector Reforms Secretariat; - (i) power system planning and
operation; (i) human resource management; (iii) State owned enterprise
restructuring; (iv) electric engineering; (v) public private partnership; or (vi)

finance.”

(10) Clause 48 is violative of Article 4(a) read together with Articles 3 and 76 and hence,
needs to be passed by the special majority of Parliament and approved by the People

at a Referendum.

(11) The definition of ‘national grid’ in Clause 53 of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1)
of the Constitution and shall be passed by the special majority of Parliament required
under Article 84(2). However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the said definition

is amended as follows:

(a) “National Grid” means, the transmission network consisting of transmission
assets and grid substations owned by the National Transmission Network

Service Provider and additional transmission licensees.”

(b) By the insertion of the following new paragraphs numbered as Clause 10{14)(b)
= (d):

“lb) power purchase agreements with generation licensees incorporated under
the preliminary transfer plan specified in paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of

section 18;

(c) power sales agreements with distribution licensees incorporated under the
preliminary transfer plan specified in paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of

section 18;

(d) atransmission service agreement with the National Transmission Network

Service Provider incorporated under the preliminary transfer plan specified
in paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 18 and as specified in

subsection (12) of section 10.”

We place on record our appreciation of the assistance given by the learned Additional
Solicitor General who represented the Hon. Attorney-General, the learned President’s

Counsel and other learned Counsel who appeared for the Petitioners.
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I know. What I am saying is this. - [Interruption.]
Listen to what we have to say, Hon. Minister. All what
the Hon. Kiriella says is that let us have the Sectoral
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us consider it today and tomorrow. - [Interruption.]

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST S)euiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, all these problems could be settled
amicably. There is no difficulty in doing that. If you want
to have another day, have it and finish it off.

@6 (99008 w) & ¢ 8BS0 Owmo

(oreryllg (HevrHd) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, that is what the Hon. Kiriella is asking for.

OO @@WI5T @SB Dm0

(orenrflg QFanmer GFwdlsis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

O DDNEDROB, w88 ¢ BED OIFn® ¢z Bwy
mOew #D. ®n®sIcied "The Blueprint'$, aceaxiBe
8000 8®xTVewsY, BB 00 JO 6®ITVews’ DS
DO WO, RIS B O ©8. E° 8 LB dw
nE ©® 600 988wd Wiy V. VNS, VI BEOF O
RID@Ied BB ©DDD Suts snwemR® S BEwsTesy
O, 00 w88 ¢ BCED OHIEROB. @8 Owmn O
0 e wmdB WO BHO WWmDB WO @® BBy
emJYdum 06018 ¢ BDcwd @denm wdOm WS OB
3das D18 WOwn O WY,

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B0 91990 wslesy B0 Vw mSemw g3 gdesy
0.

@G (82028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oressrfl@ (HvTHIF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

O DOBNGWROB, god vWved NS - duwle
06 OO 985 eyg®cm OB - 5T DO ®»ESY
B0 BOD), 00 Wedped ervewns eOmnE®® BJwW
e g8 Bwe.

28 dIn» BEoxnmdr. »HYT d@m» @m»om» s
©8@AVewsy ORE Beadmd. @85, 8 w-eaddm
988u ®OBTB) DEeeedin @DHD. e®m gud 08O
90N @ded® WBIm HOOLY. 88 BGd @D W1

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

eed. 00 wds ¢ BED ©x98n®s, you can go into
those details at the Debate; let us take them up at the
Debate.

B0 @ OB, 5188 BEOW ®I»O?

O3S 2005 Sedesdmnc Dvm

(wrenryLll@ sepsar alGnGsar)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

BT ®OINBHROB, ©d vw8e ¢ BED BN ©®
Determination dez=f o= OOmem BeEy OFTH.
Soms? 8Rddys’d mislead e050s oz, 98 @ wews?
00500

"The Bill as a whole is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the
Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority of
Parliament required under Article 84(2). This inconsistency shall
however cease if Clause 1(2) and Clause 1(3) are amended as
follows:"

@O0 QBNWD) o
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes.

O3S 2005 Sedesdmnc Dvm

(wrenryLllg sepser alGnGsar)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

OO DOINEDROB, 9B oo yiE»mwWE BedmrDw
Becs 00 5O osemtesy sy ©® Supreme Court
Determination ¥z B88osim @8 @B 0, Seowsy &
inconsistency om %8 050 »H® oLwmEle Bedn
g@»B? [ BE@H] ©ST ®SNBHROB, HB 06018 ¢
©® 8OITR Bdrcw S OFERO yem® WO Beamn. &
¢5¥zn BRwO Bume HPEmR@0DN 28O nde® 060(B ¢
005 O Byl S, 06018 00 Sn®TE 0308 dmny
O 8w Wt O B OO ¢x¥eny vy & BOgw
Bedmrydr mHO, IO @ 00 »Es 9EEHD »HO
&m 6000 emB. 350 R0 Seornem OBIER wy wds
og®nn Suwe nemR® gnd Bdice 0608 o
SOedmDe Bwo Bwsimy OO cs¥ory mdwr. w8, ®
¢s¥zn B8RO 0 O2®O ewi en® BeRsTes § Comn
BeBAC v emg@un 8O Bdicw Onc8. e®@n®xIcs
&0 BDacewmy @ SR, § Cown BEEAC v emYdum
©80TIQ BDgesyys Ov WO BedmD; BNIBBDI e
BDcewn)s O WS BedmDo.



51 208Ee®xInd 52

O BOE 86D Dm0
(oressryfl@ aflwsy afreukien)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBDH O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©01 BOE 8600 OIEnE, e OB BusIm.

®S BOE 86Dk Dwmo
(rewryfl@ ailwsd afreunisn)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
OO0 9590 emIewsy BwWsIH®.

O DOBNEDROB, O ©gedsx® Seodddwe ©g
mO®  Parliamentary Business Committee &0 @w®od
@0n Buved gwd. e®ime, o® s wews gt O®Twesy
¢0& ecmBON o gnd By ew.

©®w® 90 35008 MdwmeE. e@ime, e®w 6ed ACHH
90e® B88ac yidnwr. ¢8 ve Yo, e oy o
BDocw weW 85 ECPBOT OBYRD By ewo. [Ddds DHE@HI]
E® »O8. eed Bewldmrww Omm 3. ©® Bdicw BB
DBWO OB, ged O5IFOG; cvnsiecemnd Snd
asIBR0 v edxlery Bl word Jo e¢wd. dmemO,
e® ed ydmwes O gud ®D BOBD §Orendst
CHW CesTesy 5. EB, 8EHDB WS THe.

OO #OBROB, 0B Bdenw 0B, eGEL IS enw
2y BoOme D@ 8OEeO BB 5O Im b
O BBC 00 Gomd. a8 ¢simd, dcanwBe Bosiesy
0Ot BrEm@ I tool = DD. YWD, BRO® B1EmIW
»0esl dcasBe Bwem tool dewmzs’. »OS d; HOS
Conden BesIs) JOOsT. 8 ©980® @rI8wdd G 8wE
B 0O By PBDS VRSB TDWe BT CowIed
@iy Om® 00 Bedsiery GBLE HwAmB HermO.
Omemd 83010 g8 00w Bwsy DD BOwdws. ©d
DONBDROB, InOBICed Onvs ¢ed Onwes e¢mn. &
Ben, 0® wBed 0®® e sOFODHD O WIS
30® »0ed® g &5 e e¢sIm Bu @8 9EE» 0.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©csd. RINOIE E» 9ECTID.

®6; BOE 86D ®wmn

(wressryfl@ eflwsy afreunien)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

©® sBed e® v 8 WO BO ¢8® MS8sY @wd
2» ecmm DDcwns e¢sIDy. Em ade eC RO, aud &»
@¢®m DDIWW @CBIDY, ®I W ONLDROAB. s e® v
B OB DB, S WOBIH Bedm ¢B8Bw, Bewe
B ®OBID S0, 508 wort O B @@ Ded w.ed
ydDe O god Onw Bg MOBIB A1

®S §ERE 59z Dm0

(wrerfle; apedlyi ram=mer)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

OO ®ONEDROB, Y e BeEIC OHDE®
0®ITTVD O #OBRO, Yo Coess #OBROIT gewed
Q‘(Zﬂbgao.

B0 DDONEWROB, YH»® od »nOB, S5 Onw
B0 00nedsY @@ 988sy WOy "ewewinsed
d®" yBReB ymoned 0B oddE B Om. O
BB gmoaw 9e8us MO ¥ Onw EeOD DEBO
Py cedw qe 00m oiwr WOm. dodvewsi® sl
Goesesrte BOy S50 BOCw @edt00 BBwl wdEr BOD,
ced odug DRemsIm) v 0® yBeIBGO OndsiE dm®
2 BBEo.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6ir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®0] ONE®, Ve ®mND gog ddcedd osim. ¢’ &
805D D¢ 0008 e wriesd.

©S §838 5oz Owmn

(1omedsTLyfl@ @pedlyT rom=iomsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

3 DOIBNEDDOB, ®0 Srvdwn’ @¢sIB).
©80007ed BB :8Dwm NOE Grsse OBR® 0®
eDEIeD ®¥Ied @uImHD. OO IR Bwemd, Onied
0w ¢ 0@ Buesim Bwecr. @m0 OB ¢, »™de
BweE BoesIs.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Em BDced 0siny. IO 0 8Diced & BeasTess.
¢y Boewd ¢O e Bodmdr onY. B oddE &®
8@l mD mosIB.

@G ¢88 Bsweudms Bwm

(wressryfl@ swrdpP owGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

®C DNBNEDROA, 28 oCCcsIesy @02
O 00ed8. g8 28z 2vo® dInSeonys 9EED,
BuFeed ©Hidm @000 OsIFOCIsTensl dWememnnO,
ecsfermmod=’ Parliamentary Business Committee &0
©800B O gOED eemtm BwEr. @8 @® ®0dx
Oddens Bwsrdr 020edB. Bdiceme qsd mS WmOsIm
»O0 eDsTesy 8518 BHBIVHIB e@nT.

YBI® 28 00 vy ewmyPun ®OITVews’ B
yED OB W WOE. BT WDINBHROB, @cdHD a8 e®
©8®TVewsy BOde B8wO Bdicwe WoY. O smf
emY@un 9oWOBE 8OO mS OB BOWJ ¢dwd O®B
e0E Beadmdr. 00 e® BHumlesd ® smy ewIY®BH»O
8GR eOmD Bwm Om 030edd. »HPS, ® omf
emYOum @O WITesy evwd mO, §O »ET -a¢ & ewi-
QE&° O¢B D0 0wd DM ecw BOIBTTVD e®imn ©d
ONENOWO qed Bedm By avfer’ BEWO By
S0 0® vy ACWBIEsT Y. BosIvrewd, e® gwd
e®Ded 0@ HEO DSNHOW BedHHD ¢ Bu(d.

@O QBB

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

a5t v mey ¢esfest B Bs oddE AFemI® gog
8@l vuim, ©0 O5IEnen.



53 2024 48 04 54

@G ¢838 BweudmS Owm

(wressryll@ swrdpP wGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

©® Died DA »OB e®@m> BedsTes’. O® Bwr e®D
O EOHO W1 WIBID Ay & Ben @ed BOAED mE®
C @), & 0050 O OB,

OO DOIBNBDHR O
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

n€ 053, oFsIesy.

®C g0 Besznwm Owmo

(oressTyll@ SBIT HeVTHTILISS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

O DOTNEDHROSB, VIR0 OO 80 »EJD evsIds
2 Beadmdn, Parliamentary Business Committee o=
28Be0xIn ddd® Emwm WO BeEr. IS @®
Omedsf  Parliamentary Business Committee o=
ecDed N8 wed 28018 &. I EEed®xsin dLd®
e 00edd. w8 gdasmds @n 5O OB ecwxs
e05imy yodsy. S, B 28018 ¢ ®8Eed@xin d&Ede
e 000 Ben @8 ewin o edm O BOEn
Bew. OO Bewo qud O® dEdOO wHvIBDe® ¢dmcnIdn
Bew. 098 Beo B 2801B ¢ 9508 208Bedsin »Oyn
8¢ m0m ©wdd ®od wwnIBwr Heed .
@0 DONEWROB, 0@m Do Sdicew. VIO
8000 wB. 0® vm emPdused y@iemw GO, Y
Briged y@rcmws NGO, 0® BEACD :® B0 wimdsidn)
8¢ Bw @nd.

@O0 AN OB, ©F; @0y ©O8w  Cass
2@ € B BN o BOD. Sn®
Gosees wmeded omtmenmd Eod, dBFed mehso
Oem0 Eocs’ 0o Ded »OB B0 edsler’. ©d
DOTNEDROB, 0me® P ©0 Busisy Bedsiess
e®@m&8. [his BHE®H] 00 esimemi. o
BDONEDROB, 0® 98sx »J Bedm) vmy emYSun,
0® ) BrId v 0wy g 0® BEACO a8 dcsim
Rn.

e@me IR ¢x¥mds oz, 80 mBxsY Online Safety
Bill &2 085 Hem. 8 sm emg®sn ©wd®On § g Saoe
PTVeICHBE B 0D RINSD JecHBO BdDis wo»
ewldEN0 oy SO W & nEde DEAmw Hew.
@®@m¢, Online Safety Bill ¥ ©@35300 ogddddmdens
G ¢8Y Blemw amd € @n wooaddn B8 38 9 smno
anes doad mw & 80ITID ogdddmoennd Gwd
vied $8Ee@ned MmEBwd eFddlwiemwd ©&wxsy
B0 gBBwr myw BOD. & Bw 8E8e@xned BxIgd
3Desy Bried Hemo. ©0; ®ONEWDROB, Sen® H»HO od®
et Weodnw Sane 0dmd BEOWO ®iKs HEHD »HO
nE @ O5iesy o@imwulc? 0@ ©®ITVD egdddmeamed
Boemw A 8ot mBETHO 00 0GR YRGS B
HBFesy By 0@we, 9E8ur Wy vmy ewydunm a8
B D Bedmds. & amd 928 m»Own moeen Osim
go0sy. o8, ¥ Ood Bdew OeNd on @GO
Beadmon. & Hwo 928sx 0@ Bedm Bill v»sf, e®
BrIcrd amc @0 01680 eI A5y, & Bwo OB 0®
wews a8 u® mced 9Eesiess.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Em 0 OG0 153 O WS Oery. [Pids D]

OO )0 Be3025i82 Dm0

(oressryfl@ SmIT HevTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

& Bewo @0 @® mEe® C ocsIn). AR ¢53 @®
8OO BoIcdw o¢sien mywr osl. IS ®mO
ICH @D O e®DOJ ydmew @l edxles’ By
Sen® »H® 00 »HB3Testy v, ©0» D»YGOS
BTy By

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST By6uTser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO WO T BB 50D dEDOD W WITHO.

©C @0 Besaznwm DWmo

(omesTdl@ SymIT SewTBTILS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

RN ve snwm DO WD 0® wOIBTVO Bwig
DO BesIn. ¢8® 508 den@dn momys.

oG BB cBE0sY BB8ayde Dwmo
(orevrfl@ FLULSgTemt] svgagLoeit &lifleTevev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHR O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

9, © O3B ®o.

o0 BB 8Os B3 EE ©vwm

(oressTfl@ UL Sgremtl uFagLo6sT &lfsTsv6)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

OO WOINGHROA, 28018 ¢ Parliamentary Business
Committee 90 ©® wwwd Hewo. OO BmHoB B¢ goed.
0 YOS @ed BNW. O ®BWINWHRIO BDLI, @®
BDocw wew DO D @I BWEr. eOROBIE Dt
BODs. o 81(53 816)'@".

O35 @@WI5T 3B DWmo

(orevryfl@ QFaprer Cawdlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

O WONEDROB, axd Swornwm O3B edig
gt BBO 0O 81d RE WEWRO ©® Jed y&» dwecsiesy
O OF DONEDROB, 08 Buser? e®@m»B. edmed
Bs gyn O a8 0dmned dw Ynd. & Ded® 8 ©® w«wd®
edOCOBET ®® gens 0 WnB. e® YyRw-wEmses D&
BEodg 0dmeds’ a8 oud 83wi. w8, ©® On®ensy
3O, OO 0® EEe®sINEd w; vvy Blw g’ ewd
B, 95I8wd0 BBEE ¢Def ©ewsnd 9ccy g 8y
O®ed OO e@umnle §oad?

OO QBB

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B Beadmn er’. Jeme mr »ITm, Oy Caess
H OB,



55 208Ee®xInd 56

O @RHI5T ©ed©Bow DwHmo

(worenrfl@ QFanrer CFwdlbis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

O ®OINEBHROB, BOAE od BOde D0 @8
0. BOde od BOdE 0000 0% B3e® Swum nO8 a8
andsied.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 2506 B8l WO 3B WD WD 98 ELBIB.

@G BBt (400086) 8E e@BwsIm Swmo

(orewryLll@ FLLsgrentl (HeTBlS)) sdev LNCrwLWhHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@O ®DOBNBDROB, 0® BRBO ©8¥Id EODBBID W
5], IR »HOO Bedery 98us WO 900 . @®
y@» B0 005 eDEDH e¢sIm.

®©S BOE 86D dwmo
(orenrfl@ allwsd afreumkion)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOBENGDROB, e®m @mo DO WICHWBE. OBE
Bm®8ow PNHOwW O O §ewo® 08-0mdd g€sImE,
O8s¥¢ Grdenle PuPw O QEIHEO KB &g®
28sIm8, & O8vned gw erxwedd 8. ¥® J» ©0edd
BwsSesy. [£:ids HE@z2]

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Oz point of Order O sy, ©S OTFEH®s. [Eodo
H50x] 48 53O BedemdEO ew@edg.

11

B om0 BgB weeda (8.eraddn) smny
emY@un: egdBmOennd euntes®

Bevnienad C\sTemeEESTL L (S)(HbSLD)
FLL_eLpsVLD: 2 Wi b BTN & Logw)I&H 6T
SRI LANKA TELECOMMUNICATIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL:
PETITIONS TO THE SUPREME COURT

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

380D ® DuOEGed 121(1) D180edHD ymdd, "G oo
B¢ woedm (weerddwm)' OB smy  omy®usm
2057V ewsy egdhdmdens edn 2024.05.22 » 928ss
WO®» ¢ eusn® nmw 80ss ¢, 2024.05.27 8 @88sd
WO» @¢ euvud®n B8Ooumml ww 2024.05.28 2» 98wuxs
WO ¢ oudu®m Bound & 0dn @ B 20
208E8e@InD0 IR0 W @Tend.

O BOE 86D Dm0
(orenTLfl@ aflwsd efraumkisn)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

WO IS ©® mOYD S WSO GBI PR @¢BIB.

111

383 8808nm v ewYdum:

eHENA WO euvNesd®
QUITHETTSTT BlewsOTDHMLID FL L eLpeVLD: 2w

B SD6ST M5 & Logw)Ids 6T
ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION BILL: PETITIONS TO THE
SUPREME COURT

OO DOIBNBDHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

20380 m® D130e5ed 121(1) 130D gmcd, "#dSm
88085 OB smy  ewmddun  ©eaIsTRewsy
egdLlmime 0n @8y WmOm G¢ ouTB® ©wm
8wl @ 00m @ @B 3D 2:88edxndd 3D
O Fend.

®S BOE 86D Dwmo

(oresTfl@ eflwsd afrakien)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. ©&; ®OWBHROA,
WO GO a8 928un me wdemw B8RO BIds
OB, [Dodds HE@z]

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

R9, el @In@ed point of Order &=?

©6 88F 86D-q Bwmo

(oressryfl@ aflws afreukien)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

O DOIBNIDROB, 38 e@m e ewldzn e ®EH.
O 508, 0® egddLlmoen Boewms OBBHW BDOBIB
C® @¢simy Bem . & Beslesy, Sgv dLd® wBed
©® 8OV B O Bws Om. Em HOH 3G 5O
28 omes’ Bmdipn 20 Bud®nD Bedm ks s
DEOIDOT 85 emYOLD ¢dMOJ Bwde® BDicw
Sgv dEB® ©Bwed »E O o® BERED aud ¢ ocmm
B @csIm. @@m wodadem 9CEO.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Em vt snem dudded® Bslg wosim Busis. A
53 e & O WS WOBIBY R BNWN.

®S; BOE 86D ®wmn

(omessTyfl@ aflsv afreumien)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

Ben® DO ¢5Y w¥Ied MOYD GIBYDE BB WD
defdon mcdsIm.

©C BBt (39D08) 138 0 @BwsIm Swmo

(oresTyfl@ #LLSgrent (seurBld)) sradlsv LNCrogmwbhs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O ®OILNEHROB, 9fenF® e sped &m0
Be®m »Ogn O gdwsy MmO VIS 0® ©dITO
Bsicdd oxtm. ¢8 gdeunE® o® D@ ®m»Ogn Om
WOeeD) B, [&hids 58]



57 2024 48 04 58

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©® e®emoen Bl mOTm yodsl yEdmwE erNedi
o5y, Be y@»@. 59On Bedem DEO 0wd 0.

10Y

O0yene: 2024.04.07 8 "98¢ 2030" 3ot
D890
Antiyflewio: 2024.04.07 910 slasglw “@)flgmr
weutilw” QFiig g vldhens
PRIVILEGE: “IRIDA MAWBIMA” NEWS REPORT OF 07.04.2024

OO DIIBNWBDH O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTSH6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

208Be®@sin OYE ©o W DO8m Jewdm Owvnn BT
2024 gedE 24 2» Ooywoe yEdm wderw 8Eedxined?
On WO B¢ mOrey @dd WO @y Doywe BEIE 0m
83000 0w WOR) C1OR.

\4

Go0em WO BEAE a®imsrcade cuednm
2O e820: 3998wz 5O B3O
UTHISTLIL 9IeVIU6VSHET LDMIL 9|69 LDF ST T
9, CVTFWITS & (Lp: 2 MILILNeTH BluILoesTiD

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON DEFENCE:
NOMINATION OF MEMBER

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST S)euiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

208Ee05ned 8ds Bewde 1128 B888m ww 2024
@308 0905 2 8Bed®sind B8s ©ddn WO E¢
@wdBEND YOO, Goem BOGH B8EAC @ imoendw
CBedam WO ©¥ed eEdw RBEO wewr, ©8Eedsin
OI8 0 §87E 0n®isY Owmn ¢ eFBO oW w¥d DBY
DO WO B¢ O IO O Tens.

VI

@DE €, Dadnds W1 Gl OWBHBI WOYD
8EAeC @@ 10:0Bw CBedRD® WS e31D:
208 me) O BRBO
UTHBHSH, euTewnflL LHMILD 2 ewTeylt UTHISTLIL
VIUVSEET LD HeHFHFTT Y, CeVTFenesrds
Gw: emyiflesri Blwioestid
MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON TRADE,

COMMERCE AND FOOD SECURITY: NOMINATION OF
MEMBER

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

208Ee@5Ined 8ds Bewde 1128 888m ww 2024
@308 0902 2 8Eed®sind 88s ©ddn WO E¢
©wdB5N0 YOO, eDEE, Dadnts ¥ G0 YOWEH® HOBH
88D g@imonde cuednm 0m ©wed ewde RSO
wews 8Ty O 0o 83 @it Owmo ¢ eFBO
O™ 6800 B85 5O W™ B¢ VD ¢TI0 W@ Tend.

411

388w OB moen BEADE 0w e5%20:
29@8 e 5H® BB
QumrmerTsTy 2 MBS0 LuHPIW &Lp:

2 miliflesTi BlwioevTLd
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC STABILIZATION: NOMINATION
OF MEMBER

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

208Ee0@5Ined s Bewde 1238 888 ww» 2024
@508 0905 8 ©8Ee@sind B8 ©wdO» Wim G¢
@WIBEND  gmdD, @bSm HBmime B oW
®ed oEdwe BB wew, 8Eed®sin O od §8x8
CH@ozY w0 ¢ eIBO oW w®d DB HO® Wo» C¢ DO
¢SO @ Ten .

VIII

B0am 5% DOBROGER Ssws BEIE goRlm
3RS en MO 83D: I@EWwLR) Frod®
51610)

Qeuafllien L wrer LHMID GlLITMILIL ST D Eouesrig w
S rFThIS6IWwTeTY NP GiewpeFTT GHLTTeDeId
Gw: emtidleri ugleS®

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON AN OPEN AND
ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNMENT: SUBSTITUTION OF MEMBER

@O0 QBNWD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2:88e@xIn O5I8 o, 08xl¢ Sed83 wm ©BY
Qoewesy 9E R ¢d® e¥nedsy Bbam wy DOROED Suwl
BEAC d-Bm gl e m0m wwed &8 § 1osiO wews
28B00Ined BLdd Bewdn 130(3)8 838D ymdD,
2024 &8 280> 8 oI3® m0m wwd 85T s8Ee®sIn
OB ©0 eDE @S Owmn OO I® BKIed ewEdw BB
B&ms 5O mO» B¢ D ¢ @ end.

IX

€857, 25320053 o e5-y3018wdwe BEIe
0B gB e en S 8¥ID: 8O 1EWwBR)
pedn R8O
FAmisuiser, Gueintser wHMID Lredlerd LhHslws
SlewpEri Cuhuriensuds @ 2 mitiieri Lges®H

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, WOMEN
AND GENDER: SUBSTITUTION OF MEMBER

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

28Be0xIny OV 0o cdem eg@oETm Luvm OB
Qoewsy 9C R aEd® o¥nedsy €83, WsImdsT v -
yoiemdw B88AC qe@m gdfeen m0m wwoed B §
808080 wew 8Bed®sIned Hds Bewlen 130(3)8
BR8om ymcd, 2024 &8 280 8 @8 mdm wwd
B8sY 58Be@xIn OB 0o son womd Owm OO ®ICH
®8ed oXds RO Bhe O WO® ¢ D BOH
O Fend.



59 208Ee®xInd 60

X

2308378 50O E B! 328w »H® BIO
saillFreni @Gmd: 2 mliileri Blwioesrid
CHAIRMAN'S PANEL: NOMINATION OF MEMBER

OO DAIBNBDH O

(LomevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

208Be®@sIned @EXdd Bewle 143 ymcd »OOm
208Ee®sIned sEdDB wwdide ne oLkde RO Bmes
0 N@OEBO gm0 O WOH R Bedm
28Be0xIn OIFDBEO @m0 dBed®xin O ©o
(e®8Y) gebar 0¢BB3w Pyvm ¢ ©88sT »HO® Wiy CID
DD 8Eeds5Ind0 ¢OTm m@Oend.

XI

G389 ® D10 WOYR BEIE S e300
230208653 5H® /3O
SrFwsven ol Y IsusDS6T LDl G Lp:

o miiileTiassir Bluieorid
COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: NOMINATION
OF MEMBERS

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

20880053ned &ENdd Bewdeo 126(1)8 S8
g200d, @WADHO OvdE WOgn BEIE W
00D 0udw BBO wewI, WOIBNBDOCWI BWIBBDSW § ¢,
2005w, 208Ee®5Ined 25¥IBNWDS 9,
288e@rIned SGd w8dded DI ©wO® ©n
ey OIBO0wsT Becrn ©88sY @ mS» 3¢ D ¢SO
O enS.

®©0 DOE Grseszie Dwmo
B0 OBBID DO IBEE OHm0
©C 90.8. g@sIBIBT ©Hmo

XII

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

“8 Comed Bowd ®wDE® P, yoBe ww 98
Bw®86” 68@sIVewsy 8Bedxin OFOJwsY O
BBO wewy Ao wdSAD wwd B8 sOFOm CI®
a0 BBe® e8er 2024 6B 0502 Do gesd won 2.000
IO 80 OF gozm 018 8 50000 Bwdm» 383, 8O
1@ BB O 05 & wewr IO ¢BO Bwg
28Be0xIy O5IGOdwsY edm  e08x qmn® 280
DO Fend.

B® 88D 3wBred DI&®D

HEWTEHSTIeUTOTT Y BlLglullestdl 9 mldhendas
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

OO DOIBTINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

8 G YHIEm @S Smdsed edtn®
D10e00ed 154(6) D1DEGD YISO -

e 2020 ©ed 0Ofvw weywr BewmEBBBOSwed
D085000 @B wmoaded LVII emides;

e 2021 & Obsw wewr BewmmIeBOdwed
D800 ¢ moedtded LIII emodes oy emndid
el XXII emdes; ew

o 2022 @l Ofvw wew BoewmmBuBOswied
D8m0ed e maed XLIX omds ©®
98B8wu »S8.

@G BBk (390086) 18E 0g@BwsIm Swvmo

(wrevrfl@ FULSgremt] (evrBlgdl) sdlev LG whs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O DOIBNIDROB, "OB Db Yeeww we @nw' 8
©® ewidzn HCS.

g 8@z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflearr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeemLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

D289 Geehas DE gl Hewlw o 8.
Y60 YFF_11111_d B L_ewemuli_riiL’ 1 gy,

Ordered that the Reports be printed.

B8 eF2208w 88w 538®
switdlssliiul L LGS rnigser
PAPERS PRESENTED

@0 BBt (§0:80) 698E eg@Bwsin Swvmo

(oressryfl@ FLLSgrent (sevrBld)) sradlsv LNCrogmwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@O0 WONGDROB, @E®ims @Y s s8En,
Boedn »OEn, BES ©¥ ¥ BEW HIED LIBLR®
e0medsy ©® 2022 D8mvw wcwo s B ©ES®sY
000D Da88m D800 988u »SS.

00® DD YBRwdmw ©wY KB ©0Bc B8
308 ¢BBeen ®IC® BID DD 0w BWE W¥B N8 ©®
@wdss BOS.

gama S8z &Y, wws @@z Ses.
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmYIs CIBmeemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

©C BBt (39008) 138 0d@BwsIm Swmo

(wresryfl@ #LLSgrent (seurBld)) srdlsv LNCrogmwbhs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@G ®ONGDROB, @@z ©wYH Coss s8En,
Boedn »OYR, B B W BT BICEH LI
0050y ©® 2023 D¥sw wewr @ OGOE mEEed
8@ 80R5) D850 988un WSS.



61 2024 48 04 62

e0® Dabmd BDan ww DOBOYY JBwx BEIC dr-&m
2B en ©0m 81D 00D 0w BE ¥ KB OO ewldrn
»S8.

G E®eszd ExY, estr e3®8» Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GIs eI L.
Question put, and agreed to.

@G BBt (300086) 8E 0g@BwsIm Swmo

(omrewryLll@ FL_Lsgrentl (HeTBlS)) sdev NCrwewhHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@O0 DOBNGWROB, @Yo @ ks ©BeEs,
Boedn »OYn, BEIT ©¥YI ¥ BT BED LI
e0xedsy ©® JYed Bam® B¢ mO®
28Be0xInd0 988y

€380

WO B¢ Dabmed §eE, d8lm B moen wy SHB®
yBTB ¢@imsenn OB WOy BEAC 8EBed®sined
B0 Bewdeo 119(4) ymicd AlFser ®w» om C©@
D@86 BERE D810 988us mS®.

@08 Dmd Sed Bm® BERE mdm w100 0dm ©wol
e G 98 ©° ewddzn HSS.

e E®eszd 8, ests e3®8» Ses.
aflsarr Bl HLILIL (B) 6TDmYs GCls eI L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@6 BBeg (300:80) 638E eyg@Bwsin Swmo

(oreryllg L ssrent (seuThld) sdlsd LNCrwgwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@01 ®ONBDROB, @Y Y s ©iLEnm,
Boedn »OEn, BEs ®H W BENT BIED LB
e0medsy ©® 2002 gom 24 ¢dv ©gRwdm yBCw smres 9
DosiBe wder @AW YR ©wO®ITRewsY &E,
$88m F B ©Y HB® YReTB @Limsddwe BT
em05 @D, 2024 ©& 17 8B gom 2384/30 ¢o» @B
Beds 0180 vped 8¢ WO C¢ ¢OW® §IWD YBCHW
ende® ewddrn BHOG 9e8un »SS.

e®® HoBEw 00ded® ewldrn Wo®s Jbed Gl

8¢ m0m ©®¥d 00n 0wl mE W¥n 98 ©® ewldzn
w38,

gama S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr Bl H LI (B) eTmmys GClsmeramLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@G BBt (400080) 8 0@LwIm Swmo

(orewryflg FlLssrent (svTBld) s NG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO ®ONBHROB, 2023 D8vw wewr 8Ee®sIned
@®30E BBEed D882 Ew @0 DD O®
988e 8.

e®® Dbmd BDan ww DOBROYR JBwr BEIC dr-Gm
aBBeen ®ICH 8D DD 6wWd WE ¥ W8 OO ewlyzn
w38,

G S@eszn &Y, estwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLiL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 BBt (00:80) 98E eg@Bwsinm Swvwmo

(wresryfl@ FULSgrent (seurBld)) &dlsv LNCToMwbHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

®S DDONBDROB, 008%m ©DBAD o B
3©m1n® ednedsy OO 2023 dsw wewr 8Ee®sined
Pedt) oe yw we8wem ®EEed Di88m mibw
€005 D800 9B WSS,

OB D810 Bbam ww DOBOYH W BEDC @B
a8Ween 0m 681D 00D 0wl BE W 1B OO ewddnsn
»08.

g 88z 8, e e8®@» Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B) 6TDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@G BBk (390086) 138E 0g@LwsIm Svmo

(wreTyll@ FLL_sgrent (seorBls)) &flsd LIGTogmwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O DOIBNEDROB, BOC ¢PiPR® edHeEds ©®
2023 D8mw wewo BOS @@imsered mBwW @D Dabmod
988er ®S8.

©O® D8O GonIs PIWBHZND v WBWELw B8EA¢
308w ¢BBeen ®O® BID DD 0w BE ¥R N8 ©®
@wdss HOS.

g E®esz 8, et es®@» Ses.
aflsorr BIGsLILIL B sTHmYS CIBTeTmLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@G BBk (390086) $8E 0g@BwsIm Swvmo

(wresryll@ FUL_sgrent (sevrBls)) &flsv LNCTomwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@G DOIBNBDROB, DD o Do@8® @@ WY
EDOWs ¢Lo1BH® 00MedsT ©® 2022 dsw wewr 8o
0D BEIE HBfm ©wwred D88m Dibmd 3wt
»0&.

OO 80 ICaTB wy YDwmw B8EIC &

2B en 0D ©BwId 00D 0wl WE B N8 OO ewltsn
»3S.

G S8z 8, wwr @@z Sas.
aflsorr MBS HBLILIL B eTHMYS Gl T LILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@G BBk (490086) 138E 0g@BwsIm Swmo

(wresTyll@ FLUL_SgTent (sevrBls)) &flsv LNCTMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OG0 DAONGDDOB, BWE® ww BE WE@xIm
2@ e0nedsy ©® 2020/202] d¥sw wewr B&rwdn
Com @000 B8IHE® D88 DIbmD 9e8un IS.

CO® 8D GoId PIWEHmD 1 BWESw B¢
3o8m ¢BBeen ®IC® BNID DD W BE ¥R KB ©®
@wdss0 BOS.

G S8z &Y, e @@z Sas.
aflsorr BB SBLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLiLIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.



63 208Ee®xInd 64

@0 BBt (30028w) y38E eyg@Lwsin Swmo

(wressyll@ #FLULggrent (sevrBld)) &dlsv NCToMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@O0 DOITNIDDOB, BHE® ww» DBE »E@ T
3@ cdMedsy ©® 2022 ddwvw wewr § Cowo o8
sbedvennwnned Do88m Di8md 988us c8.

e0® D¥md Wiedd) W1 eI FBHIBD PVE BOO
BEDC @B adeen m0m 910 00D 0w BE ¥ ©8B
O® ewlszn HSS.

Ygamaw S Y, ewr w®@» Sa.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GIsmeramLiLiL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

@G BBt (400086) 8E 0g@LwIm Swmo

(wressryll@ FLLsgrent (serBls)) &dlsd NCrivgwnHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOIBNBDROB, 8300 1 RO g@oms Wy Bt
0 ©wWedD) WOYD &L edRedsT ©® 2023 dsw
8CWo D0 W1 RO @@BLREE W R DadHd
928e 8.

©0® Dlmd HB® @88 ¥ evedm wiCH® BEAC
3oBm ¢l em IOH WD DD ewd BE §n w8 ©®
@wdsnn »OS.

e E®eszd 8, ests es®8» Ses.
aflearir QGBI (B sTHMmI% G T LG
Question put, and agreed to.

@6 BBeg (390:80) e38E eyg@Lwsin Swmo

(wressryll@ #L L ggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCromwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOBNGDROB, 300 W RO g@oms ey Bt
¥ 0wedn WOGR &L edMedsy ©® 2023 disw
e 9RO u8wisem yRLB BCHY® ©¢dnedrined
8@ 80D Do8m0d 98B8un’ WHIS.

eO® D80 Gl POWBHHD o WBHESw BEIC
200Bm adeen IO ©HD 0dn 0w BWE gn N8 ©®
ewddsn »OS.

G SOz Y, etwr @8 Sa.
afleorir ailQSHLILIL (5 s7HmsCIsTeTarLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

® BBt (30086) 8E e@BwsIm Swmo

(wressryll@ #LLggrent (sevrBld)) srdlev NCrogwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO WONBDHROB, WOW™S; W  Bede dfwo
3@ ednedsy ©© 2022 Dsw wewr KBm DaFBw
QOB W @S PBHBEE D88 DIbmd @8Tent
»08.

eO® D8mD giemIe BERC Ge@m adeen 0
65800 00D 0w WE ¥ BB OO ewddnrn ®SS.

g 88z 8, e e8s®@» Sas.
aflearr flGlabsLLI (5) eTmmysGlsmerenLiLiL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

8500086 BT WIS 5o
Da&mo
S WFHFFTT Y CVTFWMITSH ()LD
M 605 61T
MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORTS

O3S 2005 Sedesdmnc Dvm

(wrenryLll@ sepsar alGnGsasr)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

OO ®OINBHROB, BB v VAT »Oyn 8Ea¢
3©52500:0Bw CBVEdR® IO ©BID DD W WO E¢
2021 gom 21 ¢om dBbenE wdu smyest 4(g) ww» 16(4)
DosIB 0@y Bwde wn 48 deoBe wden ww 2021 gom
2] ¢omy 9BLenE wdsy smed 13(3) doxBwe ©wd®
Bede @n 48 DostBe wdesw BeEAE ¥ ICODH
3©mD0wr BB woem @D 2024 @b 05 0B gom
2374/17 ¢o» @B Sode 018d spyed vg »O® ¢ Bewd®
80T VewsT OB D wHIed Dlmd OO 9edur IS.

@008t O HFw gnwal Bowlo o 8.
FUTLTL_GFIsD (B)hsbmds &1 1_swemuil_ 70”1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

082 gSieen O 30 Dadmo
SlewmFTT CHUTiTenaud @ MldHenHber
SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS

O BB »Em gnemIce OnsIdw

(oredrfl@ 1L ggrent (Slpwd) S5 SsICsTre)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, Attorney-at-Law)

O DONEDROB, €8BI, TOE W G-
0180w BEAC doBm aB3FWven ®O® ©¥ID 0D W
WO ¢ ®IDs wdIC ®Ided® wvmE emy®un
0®TVewsY OB 0D ©¥red Dolimd O8 geBun mSE.

O DOITNEHROB, ©® weOITTVewsS god GBm
2B Been ®OH 0D gD B6 o (lesy EEed®sin
OsIfO8uried wewcod R0 @n OB vy ewmgduent
woenddm BJsexd 8B BEOOH BB, & Bwo
28E0059ede 0® usmy ewQ®umd werddsm v
988ux BBOO 8 AEIemedin @D,

@eeden On HIw gpnl Bewlo o G&.
FUTLTL_GBIs0 (35 w1 1_swemull_ 1L’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.



65 2024 48 04 66

@3, OO I 8x BB BB
yBB e3d®usicme BBe® & yGam
NGB OO 360 § KB 5o
3B)IOD 810D D80

SDIEW, EESST LDYID FaLsTRS
Cadlwr Cla TeTemaHaHemarT 61 (@ L1LIF6D
(LPSITER T16M DS EMOT |6 L_LLIT 61T B1 5 T 63T 6V

upplw CaFwis CGurener L@ pailsir

9 Bl&enas
REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE OF NATIONAL
COUNCIL ON IDENTIFYING PRIORITIES IN
FORMULATION OF SHORT, MEDIUM AND LONG-
TERM NATIONAL POLICIES

@G BBeg 520 Gozsesates Onmo

(orenTyLll@ FLLSBrent] Brwsd rreyLIFang)

(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOINBHROB, 03, OB W 8@ B> KB
yBeIB wdmeme BBe® & yGam wemn OO B8EACD
OB 8EeOINeD KHBm ww aTWICH ®wd B8sY
emE OB C¢ PN POBWBHDIO®G ©®CH § WWmEED
yBTE GO BEDE Dalmd ©® 9B »IS.

OO WONBHROB, BedversI® O o® gdded
B0 eOmD), FTBIC® ©w¥red eEHORBw BIwO
DOGn WO god ¥y oCEWORdwr O» WBB odfvwends
OBBeO, & Ded® Bwedd edEICHD ONHSweO.
IO 88D eDNEDT 0® »OYHHO O18vs Heoed, ®d;
e DOOTD 8Bedsin ONEn@8. & Bw 9 wd
DOIBNBDRDeOsY §dwd PEE»D, 008 omYdsn
882cO om3 8 BB BEOO On®0O BruBem
DICUWO D0 @¢sI BBo.

@G BBt (400086) 8E 0@LwsIm Swmo

(wresryll@ FLULsgTent (sevrBls)) &dlsw BT wbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O DOIBNBDROB, "OB Dolmd Feemw e gre' 8
©® eweddzn »SS.

s S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTmmys GCls eI L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

982990 ebw DE il Bowlw mom GE.
Y605 YFF_ L1111 HL L _ewemil_Lii’ 1 gy.
Ordered that the Report be printed.

ced Yo BEAE 0™ 5%@d Da&mad

ITFTHIS BF uDPlw GupeaisT 9 plésems
PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

@G (80008 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(orenr Ll (He0THF) aniay & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

O WONEDROB, Jed GeE BEDEC ®ICm ©¥Id
©0n @wWd OB G¢ -

(i) Cotss emw WELIWI e 8 eWYO B
(i) 2011 gom 18 ¢oy DG wo QOBY @BNYBE e-08WB
D¢ 8B GO BWOwW; 65

(i) 2002 gom 24 ¢ gRD YA s WOt
Bewl®

0@TTVewsy OB 0D ©wwied Dlmd 8 @23uny
»S8.

085 Om HIw 9wl Bewlw o @&
FUTLTL_GHIsD (B) 55 &1 1_swemuil_ 7011”1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

@S (§0028w) w8 ¢ BT Bwmo

(wrewrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Hsveu)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

O DOIBNEDROB, 908 e ews’ WCew ¢
Bwesizy Bedmdr. Grs s DEONHOew 35 omIden
2Ba8s5Y Do ecws. e@ime, e JO DemeEis @dEs
Boedsteorsy e 00dr 033 OB BB, & Beao
B DOReEHI® e®oms’ 8w edsies’ s E» e
gBotBes enew®me msIm Action Plan o=z, Medium
-Term Debt Management Strategy d=m=f wem Om. a8
enees MBIOES @6 O OB VeReds’ ©BIHD,
ernees s wder exImdl, Treasury dems’ ossmoo.
0® 8BeCEE 9 DO e »HOB ® omnt
emy®@un 988u mJ Bearler’. & Bw oD W
P DOREGHIO 86 ANTO® e¢wR. 0@y BBBW DCEE
BOw & orion ese DEOIWOTmS WO guvd OB
S B 9.

B0 o0 OGS B GeE #®@BOSwr 9 Swd
»0gn m0d¢€ Medium-Term Debt Management Strategy
o @28us WS Byew, 2019 dved ©¢ wIved.
Joms? Bwr BedsTesy, DoemeEisfdeBsy 6m0d 60
938300 ev® BBIesY eIV, T eV ST M8 0O
OGO D1e0zTesy 0B 0D OISR
WOOsIesl emB BB8wde Bws ®O1gy. DB, e
»HMYedsl P BO @gn miwmew Beadmbdo.
3D NOWO, @OTWINW CrsBEe BIesBOCw & wdyses
D800 Wey IVBBO ¢OC »OB 0@ WOYTD WoeOD
88s3 Bedsies.

IDOResT® god mBYODO 0®s 988ux me®, 48
Boceerm® 00 ©e®adsidews’ 8ud wmdd WO,
eNEWH ¢ R BIBN, 0@m @EwdNO evs wBIesY
©m098¢ B @m0 nO §Bm Wdemwr B ¢nd
BedmD. 06 mONHROB, ded ¢unmdEO, State-
owned enterprises®cd 80 ©xd gredQeds’ guarantees
@ 0, & ocsiery 0@ gumdewsl; Bwom OB
B88cd oRE o Bedmbd. O »O08, 2853m
3:0850m@ Bwm Om.

2058w 8:08Amw ey we OBed@ guarantees o
@Y. 982 a8 BODy, & »’de yoE B8 Bwco.
g Bw g8 @ @@Bn®e0s’ o9Fcmdr, «O®R8
83:0@IADBE eOEE ©® "88m -Dbdme" Bum O
BEOOmw WOBTH BeEr. 00w, IO @dlm
©:080B BODO, VB ECOWO WB OBIB PGBHOO
guarantee == e¢¥m 8O0y, Im BEGO® WS Tocs.



67 208Ee®xInd 68

[0St (g0008w) w&w ¢ BED @wmn)

@B e BBwO g8 BDD, Jed grwns §Es
ORCO® BoedE 9rimds »O RPYIO guarantee Swmzd
@¢sIy A BB, B 90D Buslesy e®immie? Im
"Negative equity" BeE 9-GBowsy Becy B ewn. viand
O @ONBROB, WS grwndEO shares syw:. Shares
Bedmdr »H® »OB negative equity o»x Bedslesd.
Omemd, shares B @wnmdEO ® negative equity o=
AewsTes emewi®¢ BwE - @@y technical modemo-
3°0®IND I EOEBBIB).

DO eE® OOEDS BYewn. e e OB e &
8e HO8m m®@mcedd - primary dealerseo - 9535o.
@® primary dealerse o @ oewsl, ¢ddg oz’
enewns ®dd B8dR D Bedmd. ©® primary
dealerseo o5 B8e82 ged #:1@8D0wD Acw e¢mdr. &8
208 ®dm ©ed &D Bwr 83w, &n Jev® BOsIH
O, ¢y Bedm nOS NOO®»e WO, Jend
BBBcwdwr Beadmdr Be. 8535 ¥w §Bm maden B5
508 O O wewsy OB Vv, Yoo,

OO DOIBNEDHROB, g aBaw D1eos WCTmw HOB
©AwAD YA o wded  Bewlen. & Besies
"9ed01590" 0@ Rewsy. OB dm ondsl momm
ws¥ery, yBcEw 00de® Hewln wcoaddme BB ©wH
38wdzn »EYOE w-yBwd e8O mim OwB. g8 OF
@ eCH aBen Byl VNG, ¢ ded BBe® O wH
Beddm, Bm® 900 8B OB BE®
0@ 0O On Hew. & Bwo 00 ®ONE®ROSB,
©® omdd ©oB3® »8 BBwO 8BID O B O el
3©500@w 0D w¥edd BEoxma. emhewd mBIOC
emdd 0 ¥ YTOCWBE endd EMD MW @IS EBNOD
@n §EOCwWsy emdd 00 Bedmo.

©0; Bete snemR® 85T E0d® Buy OO »HOG,
o® B8EAeO »8wd weo e MO, & BeOrwMB NIWo
208 & ydocwes’ endd on grlew Buxm dm. ¥YsT I»
Bwwd 100 8Eomn. B8Eens BDD, "¢z 8o €nsI @
WO, & wenmmewnsl swel gud e®@m HBwd W
oY) yOOsY" Bwer. ¥ B 0@ BReld® BedmDl, OB
emem O1dl ¢¥m iz O, & ¢fn dmn ®Sy Yo
0w & ¥ G oY gdocw B8O comBm BHwo@®En
OBy yodsy BWEr. ®O WOINEDHROSB, 88 RVYsTensy
D, CcCHe owmmE OB Dde Bedm B
BEBTeosy & ecemry@d SGdRd comyBm Hwo @86
20005 Bedmh ¢ Bucy. 98 emenmndds 85dRd 9H®
comyBm B SoweOr gdevs i 98, BBws
wesiesy  e@imnde? O0EmDr m™O, Odemds  »E,
RW®BO o WO »HO® 0® BBw HwrFdOm O™
Do 0.

D168 w0y OFewemyODS 8GN0 BBw Hwort®m
DR BFDO 0@ e BBw DO o5 eDm . & Bewn
28 IO gDNCemw WS BODI, ©® BB ¢ @0 D&
0, FO0 Bwod®m mSsTesy IO Bwo.

30w  DRewsl ed@mm Bedm RO »O8,
"electronic or manual" records Bwiozts Bwz Om. 290
090 8Oy¥mewrsi® IO 86idd Hew. o@imwe, o

Bedm yavrw 0@m8. geCHeBm SJ3wd Bedmdr »H®
I 00RO 2. DY eEDE Bwens Beadmd 5O
I 0dmdE mOTmy yodwl. ¢Fn Omn W0 oBed®
eCWeB® BHOWO ovd omg mEOE Bwr HB®
WO yodsl. @ ¢ store  momemd o
PeCHeB® gumdewns’ sOeE Sw gnd BweE ®dH
%00 B8 Bednws o ¢u¥zn. & Bwo 0® gdeded &
"electronic or.." Bwm oeze msco "data to be stored
electronically" Bwes wconddmes cnemd Bocs &8
D000 Y @D, ©RewI® HHABE.

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO @@w5T ©E®Ew Goess @B,

©C @00rsY ed®8.n Dvmo

(revryfl@ CQFanrer Cawdlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

B0 WDNIWROB, Jed e BEIE 0m wwd
0082 Bledn BBswew cab & Beamds. & ed® oo
DONBHROB, 00 w8z ¢ BED O3B BOD Dred®,
Gotss e WEPI®OTm BB ewmYPsn ged Jed @m®
Do o ewPunw. & wewr OB weerdds Bfesws
E0 Oacw S8y em®» ®»O Beamd.
BBuBn@eds, Seodsewsi® Legal Draftsmanedzs
»OGn WO a8 S0ud 530 988ux WA Sy
5Ia.

@G ®DOIBNG®ROB, Sgwd, "elkdn®" wOasTRewsy
O OTE® Bwy mCers s ©® Besis) 5. D
DRewsI® 0 OEROA, 0® ¢} DO wwBim B
@00 D1eo ed». & BwsIery ©0] ®ONLDROB, ¥
el 15018 00 sded go®n» »on wudm BB 9m®
01cof Dm0, e@ime, 38 cO RBDIWO FoWBBIB) WICWBH
W0y DO »OB edmE weg, ®J BOTNEBHROB. @®
ednw BEoROO agm@B »Whedns osimds. &
Ded® 086 HIFDeBHT® HmOYH MO, 030 By :® :®
e0ferndE0 @ 0dximy yodsl S8ed BHOWWO OB
@53 B ©wdBs0 OB 0O D 9I5HDo.

O DOIBNEDROB, & emed HYS 0@ mOGHer O
@® &) ©08) Bedmrd. o OFEHOSA, OO VIS I
OW® eOD; ¥® 1® ¢ Bt Bedmrn. 8 0® mEs ne &
38 &) BN VM. VETNEOD), s BEB8s e
BueEg »HRENOS® OFm wmddHh WO OB 8
regulations®E0 edm s ewlbsn D Bedsiess.

O DOIBNBDROB, & Ded?® vyBe @¢w @8 iwed
3o B @ gec o® omn ond YBCw emnEAy
DHRNORS @¥mds. F aw wews Om ©ed Bedemwd
e® wBe nE YYIO CH osim od ws ¢ B
O5IEn®ed »OJDO mmew Bedd Bwocs OO D
DO VIed »OJPP axn®m moegrs, auvd &
@wdsEND B8 2med EEed®sined BDicwed gsevm
©8®®n WIS, 8P MOl PCEI® Bwrd®@m WO HyOOY
008. @8 ¢ WP O eedd OB Bedmd. &
BBwd WOyn 8L Poens & mBLOED gw Dewsy
3O WY @SB eed® MO 988w W E® WBwWD
Bodmroo.



69 2024 48 04 70

OO ®ONBHROB, ey BOBW VW, ey &Sw
000 Om, aey @wilm PP Om a8 0®s »odd
28] o) Bedniey yoost. w8 28 & edmBO Vsm Bw
Gnd. o> Beadm ¥FVemI® ewvie OB, m»om &
20e0m, B® 2880 Bedmdr H® Jm BOGE mSenm
988w @1® Bw, & ewic BHO®W wOPSTmewsy O WOBIH
DL !N, @fes) BO08 mOsImy SswE 03O a8 W
8 9uImydrs Bwd Omn ©O BwsIs @5).

®C SO )6 9815230608 Ovmo
(wrewr @ :@&Hd GLIT ElGTTrdd)

(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi)
GG DNBNBDROA, -

OO DIIBNWBH Do

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O B0 WS ©8pgcdd OBIEROA, oNOsT
BOBIB.

@6 BoF m®IC 83815)gcD8 W

(wressryll@ 285 GLTT HUSTTrES)

(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi)

OO DOIBNSDROB, ©d w88 ¢ B OTFR® dsed
Yed BEAe 0 ww0ed wwindn® 8300 Bog
S EDEO OO Coeds HOBR® =TS ¢5¥vn. OO @®
o> 285Y Lno® BODr. @EfD® yBAEw D1@wdWD BO=Y
OBTBIEO BB v BBumO wididemnws §en.
BWBNDC CAB @B, 90 ¢l e Blumed wunsNdd
3cO 8 J 8BdwsTO 80 0DxIm 8 »HO®O guwggmo
B0 W D@ Bedmdr. ©O Gt FOBRS BODDO
0 & @wd 810w eDE BNV

& Ded®, 0@ Blemwm 01088 Bwm mCemd &g
B €9. O DOILNIDROB, O° 805 oFn Dol 9esI®
B 0® Abemwm D08 Bwer. & App deod Bedm
woREen DD Bwo, J i YT 09T ®eBEOe®@mO & »OGHD
»8w0 WS ot N8 Pewo. I Bw mygdes’ cule
OGHBNOWMO  BYBNNC IR, BELEHT CHE OEHENOWO
HZNN0 @88 edEr Bedmdr. o B8 BBed2s ©0
5O »DO euvemBIesy Y, WO Ewm BOCE B
B m0€0. & Bewo @® 9108 BOGE mostm »®, & J®
O ¢Bivn, Ie® BBy O wrwd®ITTD eDE WOYD
e 8. HOm o0e0m BReH O Body
BB 2000 0® m»OEndED ©we®AxTD edxim 3
@0 Beamdr. & Bw Bood@m om0edn BBw
D0EDO 0wl glsy WO ©®® O BN, IO O
¢BIBN, BBIBNO OB (BIN BWedy BEB8sT @B HO»
B30 O18) BEedew weE o® mibus meg tym®, mdn
SBum nensy Bwe® men arIm guden gBwem BRedysIo
©® yBewe CEATes ¥ ©ODE Bme 83w ©®
OB YEC YCE 08 BwEeemd @t mHHHI. & Bewn
©® O Bods DB 0w WOBIH BiE OO ©O Goess
3 OB@ensT 530D 9EE 835)00.

®C SO oS Dwvmo
(wressryfl@ @ss NNwnisr)
(The Hon. Jagath Priyankara)
GG DDOBNBDROA, -

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@O0 B0 womd O53B8n®, ot A Bwm
0w ?

©C Sot oS Ovmo

(wrevrfl@ 2&d LNNwmkisT)

(The Hon. Jagath Priyankara)

OG0 BONEDROB, Sedverm® @EDR® yBwW
OBV OB @8 OO G’ @@ WS WEI; O
S0l DS g8rgacdd BT ER®E S wE. Ved ot
Bedmdl, J¥ed GcE 8BEIC m0m ©wed Di8mdn.
IO 2OR® ¥R ORBOYD 0vENeD R
ONRBONDO Medamwe SR, ®w@ved deddmwnl
Bew, ©@dB ©0rND0B ey aBd Creadstes’ m®y,
0 B8wmOn Creamd, & aus JFB S88xY erImde
Bo. Joid 0@ wnum00 B enn. 88 Eewmedin §ew
@ B0 008 BwEr. w8 00 HOBROB, g¢ ded
Bedn gn nde eO®m8. @ yewdBm nEed
aF3D0® 8¢ ey od »O8, -I» @8 83w0 dIn&red
DGO, @O S OWO B Py @¢ws ernedsB-
D108 @m0nd; O 6erm® 00D MyLy YD 83w
©® yBRW® REID OW. WHBINNCBE PO gy B3O
288 0o, Mgy B83umO v 18 emn.

e Omn BBe® gecWedBm O o Jded
Ged BERE wadm ©wd gcwwm 9iler mS By en. &
BEXNITO ¢Qo® RBZLO mOogn BIO BEIe¢ DosiBwe
O WO (B Bpewn. & DosiBe Bw OB ©®
©00e® BEBs ©® ®mOgwensy 9O Hoed. ©O
68T mOYTee ¢cO® ecsim 3O s Brdews @
©00e® B3ed mywi. e, Bl DB BEPBws
0® wdFvems weg VL YO BEXEDw e BNy
288w 008 BEBw meg . & Ben HedBw
o@mOOGHIO 8D Hew, BOQ POVDESS e cOBsT
DcHeny 0® mdnd; G omtm. & emdnd S»
PECHWeDBD® B8IRBWO ynes ®»Eer. rnes wog D108
em0nd;. & B cReoed 0108 cFndes. ag &
@cODBO »HOB ® qsO® vl O@®OHD
o ABedslesl. ged Jed ©®dd ORednm
00500 ¥® Geew Bwue® mer 5O, & YD Dt aBBwc
Gees ac 0® aEdE® 00nedsy Bwe® WodsY 9uImd.
90 O DAY Bwe® OB, ger viFensy god
308w @0 eDEI By

g D0d® ©odd Arm 8dABews’ ©® wHBNNC
BwodBEw @ B0 Om, 9l Dew B8EABBOD e
s @ OEEeDE Beoamo.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RN ¢5¥ OO 033 8OO, I 88d WOBIB.

©C SOt oS Onmo

(wresTyfl@ s NNwkisr)

(The Hon. Jagath Priyankara)

& Bewo 0® ey omeds ¢dm® 0w WOBIH BwEe
OO Ga8 G @BR@ensY ©8 eveddews’ 9EE 8350o.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(wreflg Fedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DHANIBNBHROAB, -



71 208Ee®xInd 72

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 BB BE®BDD), R WS Hw?

@0 88 0g®cies Dwmo

(wressryfl g Fedls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

folelt DOIZNBDDOA, RI@re@ @dewdw
B0 SordeewrsI® ®07 2@ ea, ®07
BIBNBDREEOE gDNDWBO @® WCTHmW 0w WIBIB
26)1@158.

B8 2o 0&Ju® @d@vwern w®w® GBeDE Bedm
ameds8n MR BEFOe ng O O» O doe
Dnews’ ©0nd »FDeE BESrewe 0D Bedmdr. &
330 CIE 63001505 BBHO Goeseo desO Gyes o B Do,
©® »88 @dEIEd WBHROEY WY edxneds’ & d,
eDen® NI @EBDW WIB B ®ww PedBw eCm»O®
DEBCOE BEBBIO, Coeds ey @msd, emB8we, B
©O O oWB® GROE BweE @000 & om
cBene 005e0sY ©1ed Yende yemd 835 s.

GO DOIBTNEHDOB, O8 BeodsewrsI® BwusIm @88,
@® gt I FOBO Yew & Bedm W wodwi “HOD
3@ wO w5 B e eI WMEMO BB BB PDO.
eDewdecmO  @wid, @g®, DOwEl ned Beg
od @8800c1 Bedmdn. 0® nde Bw wvm w8
©e® @m0 R0 OBV B Om WHOBIH By, §wd
C1® Bedm emdnd; an® G oCm® mBEDEO e®
eOmEDsY g@nd yhscm 91360 §8wE e 10 e
8 Beamn. 90 Bumdh & fec BBeds® y®rwds
Ds¥esy By BWo.

00 BedsvernI® ©d ¥ BRI DLW ©wW
WO BB, 0® wus CA 2od®8 i »EPI®I
BBw®id a@imwerews’ @28sy WS Bedwm gdwes
OeCEIs.

& 08, 2022.05.16 dnpeEaw; Bumd v OIO wnm
Ch o DPpecEIe. d dneEde By 00 Bedsieny
GO @oemeRIT DB 8 Py mC DDND BnE. VB
RIS ¢TI, OBT 65D Bedrvews’ 8¢ 8 Beanm 2dSm
B0 O3 ne 80» Bwe®, 80 AT, VY BC @8 VFWemE®
OB 00 Bednmy 0. ©0 WOLNEHROB, ©® OeEIw
2D By @owad ®ewy DBmO O HPIoRewsmO ©0nY
wotesy G8aE 4508. Bu€ wEim ©wewr B8BeWO ednY
wostesy Om ylocewnd i8sE 1,3508; w@i®i8mwsy
ecocerneos’ @ s38e®R I8uE 1,8008; @@idmwsy
niecemmens’ ¢ sHE®O 8wuc 2,1008; wo@8mwusy
»oecemE®sy G 8HEH®O BuE 2,4008; wo@iSmwsy
sdecommensy @ ©sfemo  G8wsd  2,7008. od
DOIBNEDROB, ©msy Wi NEeD, @8 mwnsy
@¢eceIR) PBID BYCHO B8BW®O O YIOCEIDO @D5Y
edrlery GiBuE 9008. w@dmwsl nsiecemrm @I
BHE®O 8B0® Om ylocesnd 0y edwfesy Gi8eE
7008. 20@:8mesy wndecemnn euIm sHCHO 8BeO® dm
gloceoend 0057 odfery Gi8sE 6008. w@i®idmawpsy
siecomnn) 9BIDY BHCHO ©BBWO® I ylOCeWRO 005y
edsiery  OBwE  5408. o a@m@imnn®d, o

©BINIDROB, ©® Bdis WIHD, e® OPeEIw® Owo
005 eOBIHO Ay BwEr. 0® dyeEaed wewsy &
5w BBews Y& W 0® DneEaed wewsy
Beadn Yl 0wdde®sy, Bund urf §ay, qsgdd ur ey
E5)000 WBIB) @I Pwr. S el ym DRewsI® Om
3loceeRO Om 0DEHWOT ®»D I OO Bw ©O
RIed gdm e owd mCOm™D, 00 OpeEaw
©0eI® 510 1EED eO®E WE YR BWD WCHBD. @O
upward revision ®m=, & Besfesy wwm A E® e
D8 BBOzF Dwa® IO ®5H.

@® 0B e PIFO® RE O° B WICewme wewsy
DOTHO BB, § omedd In@ed gdme 0w
DO O W @BB. ged 0O 1R em, @8thd vdBwH.
GB® & edtnd sddBw Craeed yrxdews’y vied. EmO
Bomyds, "etndEE ofthd ©sddBwe" Bwecd. g’ @sd
3OBIHO eI, etLEEE edthd vdBwr aeBsI® wd
DO O ©ots ¢S OHS ©» EOHDI BiE G0 Bm
2®0o@eesy Bedemrem mOE Bedn 0. 89 e® mM
wosIesy, ©oudewsl oded cCiRe 8EEE o8thd
a8dABs o).

O 88 BHBOO e¢Bwiw, eMTOE BBIE Yeoss EHE
92 BBe® emInind CECB &m0 cah ¢sim, 2017 &8
1402 ¢ OyWEO @@t @OE1 By 1. ¢O1gy 82w
3000 8D CAo BY etEEE 0dthd 8dBwd ©d WS
o3 N8B 0O, e@w. eimEte & 8dRBWO Hoed? &»
O WINPT B30 sdFvmw oIy BoEy OO
oG 835,

®6 DONEDROB, Dodvewrsi® ©® IR®O
ewdssn DO, 08 B CA 8e® DR BEedg wuv§lny
edmnE mE Yo BLC. BB DREWsI® BHOOS @
OO D8 BEeden Byen »® o® §elE yrwm
D880 WD ED WO vy, O W OIBNBHROA.
o®me, ©® 005 WO Bedmy §ed Y rme BBod
5®rendny L.

©® 00 ¢EOBR®ed Dm® ©wE IODBIB
@88, Bedsewsy artificial intelligence n€sd ©-0nd
NEBDO oy DePoumiemw ed® climate change
mitigation wz» mdew emedd. ©® §€ daewsy ®ORJ
o¥s5i8e yadmOce artificial intelligence cuewd mSens
80 Dt B eud O #§B O VB g8d T
DREeBI® yoOw. Sedvewsi® 850B @88, nEE®
BdeCeem ©n omS 28m» mEeen axndR, climate
modeling, IBM 259d@ mnca e &0, ¢e®8mn dufoas’
smoced NOAA ovdd “Bm ©88s v DigeodBe
DEONWDCHm BDewd8mmd, e ishBed Bodz
ICYT D¢ 8Ew Hw®m o NWP qumaBa, &
algorithms, 8 mcpe @Bmcm @wsmme - CMA -
Boot®@m O D1@wdwsy, B80wdcsined MeteoSwiss,
odaqes woednd owdx’ Climate Cooperation ¢ 8z
DO ©Y GnD eCImed Beadmds, ©® Ded G B HO
®® »D HBIB.

®® @Od ®ONEBRY Sedrewsy ®BEHs WOBIB)
OBB, ©0 a@¢ CiATE Do emoncw . o
I meds @ue BFFTOs 0@ oewim DHEEO
eDe® ddened. @¢ (Do warning ommE



73 2024 48 04 74

Bedmd. BEOE o ogddwed BRS 00nc andsen
MO, - "oE ATV W - BB W @1® B @OHOD
CH 0 ehewd yod® Bedmd. ainthd yedaed 883
BRS5 o@ 21®® - bund &= - @85 scw cnd vi® Bw 98
s 48 amen ©Ond Dm0 W Be B yede
VEHNEOD Beadmd. OO 00 mCwme IROTICed
gDWHWBO @wI§ WHCSHOo.

@® ydme Bwo Cle oa0m BB gg §rend 0D
8O, RYBTO wumy ER @¢BID BOYR WO BBEEEEND
g8 YRowd ww BRBw 0® @ddNed ye WO, & Diedd®
®® 00 20O BReesy eEE B3, 0® »d w1 G
DECIOEO §d 0D mOYD WO Do BwEr. OBefey
@0 WoItre, 8w 4508537 ci8wE 4508 O»
COCHOY ®BIB) ecsIm yoosie? O® 0® gduEede gun
B OeCEI WD * OB H.

OO0 @O BR® ¢TI ¢rTes’ ByW, ©® dneEae
O, OO ©BVITNSDR D ¢iesy oW, ©O
OpeEde o). Py sweed &8 $OBOS csImdie
Yoy oy, @@ OPeEdw 0. O¥® -g¢ ¢Dewd- o®
OeCIe WOE® BOsTm WOYn WOsTH Bwo OO
9CE 83D,

A8,

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

OO0 DEE gCHBesd® S BH®o.

oG BEK gcvdess® Owmn

(wressryflEg Vel BaniGLIHLD)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)

OO DOIBNEDHROB, OO0 0® gdEdNd G BIBNO
eI &SnBE.

O 08¢ DeE et dvmo
(wressrfl@ smiflesf] suGev@imL_)
(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)
OO ®NBNBDRORB, -

@O0 QNGBS

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

emdRS  9uimy  ©0, ©sIEn®.
O53800ew BOE D WSO e,

@® a@ddded

@0 D gRYEEBI® Buvmo

(reTfl@ Lsve 9aniGlLI(KLD)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)

O DOIBNEDROB, YRS DnE So®s O eDDD
BB gorscy B IOw BEACO 0 Duwe snwemn® @8
BB weo. & 588 BBOO PO OB DM MEYEH
Bexs0 @¢elmedInd wy & 2E @0 NBB DSBS
OBIHID BBe® D1 cHTmO 5305 OB GONCEHE EDE

* gedmmced D .
* preflsweVSaIsh eweusHLILIL (HeiTeN ).

* Placed in the Library.

Beadmds. 90 & 8Eacd DEnmcidOmd Bustm wsiesd
1. & o 00 Doe nemn® wens’ mer. & Dr1ed®
@® 5HBm Gorscr EDEDIOWMWD @MES; EODD @® Ced W®
ST mem® ot Buwe oHEOE ©w@dmws’ ©dn,
yoOBwsl 0dn ©OED EEEOTREDD BBIDIYD YI®
DO OO 00w gdHdr WS OB 0.

Bedsewrs’ ®imd yedans o 00 dus Bnemy®
BEHsT WEI. OO WONEHROB, O el edEWDF
ety & o) Besin. &, S, 00 Bewddmew o5
Sdhdme Bl 00008, ©d ®D» SedeEmo
HOBR® ¢1z¥ @® ©O ©¥ed PWHDI. ©O 2OSBROA,
80 @ 3O V8 W Om €00 ¢& ©-0nJ BFFOBHO
oo o @ams SdhImw 9Bl ACEHE® 0D
D80 WE2. YO BOBD ®ORJ BB HOwW On Oxjes’, e®
®sed 8gGNB ¢, OB & D1enld. »HYS, 8O e -8
@ed 15018 ¢- 9 & ye »IFOe By ewn. ueds?
s@emE Boww 680 uedd o edcEr Beams. I,
®07900 0. ¥B Swed 02018 ¢ 9ecs a¢ Omemd 8HE
7,685m wo@Emwst 28,820 aung »ded yes 2
B3, PedBs eCE®O® emdws 15m, =9E 334»
00@08m w5y 1,430 0w @sedomdE 95350,

@® §1360 ®) B Dred®, ¥ BuWe BNEBHRDo
e o BDD. ©F; ®ONEHROB, OO ® Bwom
0GB O Dodedms HOBRO BOD. 0ID
»Eedst eI 158 I BedunDr. @RdOHDEST wsim
godsY yedn Bedmd. O DOITNEDROL, VIS
Boomd gedas o ¢Imdh. QAn®ed ©® O Limed
goldned g i 8m0 ¢80 B@E ®ORCR »OB w5y
oFen. & ©80Hd mBIOEO eRIOYOES vr¥m yOOs. O
g a0 o BE&renw D Beadmdr. OO
DOBNEDROB, B8ONC 5T BedmHrds, eCEH RO GBIB
D B, OO HOBROB, ®and PR WO awE 198
Bedsiery. @95 9C@r 830, 408 drewsy »D ¢wE
21305 ¢0@s8 BwE. 3560 o) Hend sl emensy
»3 enem O e5NeDE WOBTH ¢das Diery. & Heo OO
ewWI“ENOR WO, B30 Daewsy & aynE 40m ad@umd
©®yden WITey Bucr. BYCE ovmre D18 Bewo OBy
gm0 8duds »OB 0dned 0z wixer). ged
2DD»O W v gn 00m o® ed §Em® ©1OG
GoBw Beamo.

OG0 eOOBROB, VIR 80 eud wcwsl mE), BBID
sy ©IBBD o Jag 8 DD, den® HFHO Dwo N
e0medsy Gi8uE 88wm 1,100 e nelds; mSEo
Bems B 8, & O eneds e v o®
D000 evedwid ¢vi Ve B1gus eme® udn YOw
DCY @O eDE BeRD»D. OO DOIZNEDHOB, VD@
B B, 0® D538 o 2e® DL Wredth®idw o
BB BE ©8®Be ¥ BRBOYD OWAEW gmd e
od »R #EEeH Bedm 3D. ®0 I» evfesesy v
OO gOBROB, B0 ¥ WO d. & emBewd, B
emdewrd, @09 embewrd Bwm o® BweEesn ISBBE
28g8cemO C 0O 9rYes’. AIRDedH, WEEe®sTHed,
®0 20O Bn&eds, MO BeBdced, ol SdhTme
Bowlsmw =S 0 Dededmd HO©Bnedsf
308 WO & eWmeds ew® mOsTm Bws Om HOB

¢od 9S80O.



75 208Ee®xInd 76

@G 9d8m» vBSem Swmo
(1oresrflg LSgle LbSlrewr)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
GO D®>NIBNBDROA, -

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 B BT NBR®IO & WSwLO gD a¥n
ecwn Besim Beadmdag?

G 9d8m vBSem Svwmo

(1oresrflg LySgle LbSlrewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

28n ecwr e0ed8. KO W OIBNEDROB, BO®GessY
805y om 0® Onvwme 0®00m »wows  gmddde,
RGBS HBCE BEOE o B3 wiDes swE BERJ
yodawd @HBOCE Beadmdr. 0 SIemO BOed,
@000 odBn oCEHO emIOdwed emOn By
eudam, Sgvd Bvemd), ©EOID HedBws oFH»®
00, RIRned OB83e  wedBs oFm»®
eOMned B® HDrHmwe ®Y o Wedle oCH»®
eOMned ¢® Y:mww YEewsd @OedE Beamd.
a0 8Bgy @0rd 0vd D90 eaddnEeBO enCE1ae SHC
@6 g med 9o,

©0 mONne®R®A, 2003 afeBex, 2017 afeBes
O, OC ATV dems’ wiH8n yedndEd Ond O»d
Bostesy amyndipem8, & “co 2@y 0owd dBn
DO HO Ped IBTIY O WBE »OB dwr WOBIH
edxlery BuEr VIR ¢BI5HIDr. den® ernfeens, &
BCw O D 8E 0@ »D ¢l 4, 5 o OmemO
coren o glgcen BESreamw dmd. ¢’ §BmD 8y
%00, DBE @C ¥ BE ERIIBE C Eo® comdmo BDBAZD
D0ed®, Sgvd eweds yEm@S B Omdl. 00 Buriesy
D, G0 & O@ WO BRI 000 eonsidsim
B 00 Boster’d, &» @20ed8. 66 ®I1NBDBOA,
©0T WD Bededmd #OBNS W CBw Bewddmw OB
20 OO, @8 Bugecros, yodsy O emed
98I Yoy BRBHY VI@ed B0 evsIDE
RINed FE®TOews? OB BEedewd @m0 wme
WO, @® s  BIB, ©ABOE Dev® DO
8RR BB Bwsmy yuiccafde mOON HewdBmd
®8ed sy I8 afn od. VIR Bewsy FYd o,
"g@@n ocwrm Bwsimy Beadmdig?' Bwcr. WSO ©®
Bostes? e@m8. ®OsnwemDoW DRHewksy, ed nBIDD
50D 8w Drews’, 1983 gecr O85Y OF @ind ¥ mewsy
s 8D, $8Eed®rInd Bewddsmrs »OdsY ¢»Ox
sy Bowddmwm dnews’ ©8Eed®sInd BRewdsmw
WO VIO ©® WOGIHO HEWHO® FSee®), GBIO
Boemws @deon gc® Buwont®m D55, 0@ime, 08¢ C1aH
D8mvnmIed ylews EBBvemRWE Bgen. § csemw and,
@m0 edfEmed 0830 gtecs mewnBd yodnwd
OB 08 Odw Craeed. 80 wmEST gud Beadm e RO
OB, @B, @WOeBIE W BO el s¥md D18 Dredesst
ClaEm Om. ImemD, BEOE oo OB & »mew
@2MOBIEFIC NOWI HOB ed. 08¢ Em BoOFJ B HO
Bt Yew. I VIR0 I, &fnedst BwsIm ecws
0. IR@ed ©® yednw «wd mierm mnOB S »e ¢
sed #88 Bedsiesy. & 8¢ we »OON ©dysmewsi®

e @ BFFOBE B0, OO eww D O BHIVOG
nE. & Bwo yoosl 5O VIR ¢¢® dddOE wcdsin. dw
@m0 DI Da.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

R® Bem dEd® o Sedewmd
$OB@ed ymydewsl ©yBe oewumEdicy Simo
»Ded8edd a8 u5DFPDr. dwd w¥IG DI VDO
8 0T aB.

2002

O35 205 Sedeedmc Dvm

(omessrLll@ &ehFer all CGaasr)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

O  ®ONE®™ROB, 0o BEE  acvdens®
i@, o Yddm ©vBoem OFEn®uy & oy
3cnPOEO & IWw D5Ys. dedversi® Bimd SdGgTmed
eI OO sude wceds -80 ewuds-
OsumB0 B Pew. 0® & wmced @B § Disisnmws
OoF® & en1co DO CH D Bedm .

BT DOIBNBDROB, ©0 BEE eRY3esd® OEn®
By CeHsd OO dme D5dh. dodvewrsi® DEsisnmW@
8 O WCWO, ®Ond B0y P »OB a8 auc
eI OIesI. BEPBe GO0 WmEELS & §Icwed® &
Comn 5B SCED Do 6080 ¢lmBw 8O DR
@ed B0 emPuedE Beam a¢yc 408 0 ewecdd,
®m6 Bedh .

NE, ©ORd CHO W® BEew® auE enemmd O
2508, YOrwHIB WO 2E WERNDD; B DD OO
Beso 08®»F 0000 Ddewds @B i ¢ G
ecsim. @8 ou8s  meed olF80W mer, god
©@ATIBwoem »OJYeds owd s BHEOIWI®m
3@ ewsl ¥® YW s WO ©® wewr $80
D@ ER0 200 mOYn HOBIY Bwo.

O DONEDROB, @® ®weyy el HLHHOS BEIC
20D B0 ®wh O oud Agew. I B¢
BEd® vBem OB O 0D 83wig BurIs ©©
Yoy oy PeBLmICOSwed ©w G »OJed
8B BOIBed Yoy uTDewsy uEn w-0dm ®»BY dLsd®
O en. SHES 008 WY dude®s ©Ed ®
882D adms BEodH wmed mSsIm e mEo.

& Dod® @8 s58s 98¢0 cody ®nd 2dHE oEw®
mwced di Hew. s q@mns y8n et
eBDeWIE B, “NBuB be LIRNE yB
OC 0N OB, PBBOGEY G FJOR v
BB, v DEOIWMOTm OWsEdmed BRI,
®0 edEBmed wY (e seier Bug BESE O©
AedBOO wwwiB Pewr, OO WMOILNEHROB. VAIred
BowdS8nwns - w0 moen BEldsy - 9@ d&ddeo
w8 Y. & Bugeer dmn 0D ¢y ¢® wiey®n
wmed mOees & mOGYH WSO BBY0.

8eFOC a8 QO yw;, OO BOBNEDROAR. el
@B eOm ed5Y MO Bedmn. §eE vIBn HIBTH gdas
Onedd B ®Oc Bedmr. HodBe wwr #nd sgs



77 2024 48 04 78

BIRD PIBDDOE, PodBs oC®O® BEDE, Y
eC®O® ®BBCOE Bedm gdfeE 808 O Bweo
Bear .

Bomle snemn® @, o® dpecEa 8¢ ¢qndd
e B 00 Bnew, 9@ Sod ged »eFewed®
dedde® ©o8ledEs B3wig BwEr. e@me, @ed IO
OHcedS, metthr® duEded®s o® B8Eac wimdt mOEo
S50 BR O DIeFEODICHO ©BY G WEOBNHOEH
2@500wd cuecl A @ Beadmd, Ged yBowem
gROBsT 00 R etm Boce. &  Ded®
S50JBRs, 0B Seod Do owmed ©®»
el B BBswm BiEFswmwmds dmn geow. &
a0 IO G0 @l8u WO Beadms, 9RO
©m0)BBO DW® BYOIBOD 5w 0 G360 W B BI»
Bog 83d0E0 qdas swgm® G ocsIm. F wewo
BosOm 0dm. »HPF ®wOHd HBOCO yedar e®
3oy B,

OO DOIBNBDHROB, Comn DEEIC VWAReWsY B®NS
yedadeE S¢Bw dusI® WO Beadmdl. wdHJI BOHOE
e ¥E 00w Bedm B SEICH ©DFD o
Boewry 0dm amncw 8gedrm ¥OOx. BeBw 18
@0® gmnos Hogwsl, 8O D&h ©den wdwd edsIn
g0y, & Bwr @0 BOmOE - ey vgren gmdades,
®md, MEE, B Yednde - PiEdend®d 9I8m Be¢Bw
BemIB meo, eveden ¢dol. € 9Bs dm »O& connect
WO B¥esy, D0 DWEvD Bwid swed. & H® ¢»O
B @m edmo.

g oFm®, a8 @wid P 200 yIW8n BB
WETNEOD Bedmrdr. D0 ¢daxs §eiE yhsiem 005t mSEo
Beadm®s. @ ¥ #n® gomRs v & WOGH HICD
Bwo OB O 0@ DD OO OnE WOBI® Vv, ®I
DOIBTNED OB,

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OC 8 DEBENC enBTIBIEWILT Coess OBHSo.

@0 y¥8» eBS enImemIsy Dvme (gadutem

Goess 3@ ®0)

(wrewryflg LWrflss uetrLrr QgeTarGasTsT -

@) TTEThIS G EHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon - State Minister of

Defence)

OO DOITNEDROB, Ced vdAD wEm HIVOG
882D ¢ 0 oIy OO DEetedin D5 D.

uTgISTiiL

O 08 DeE et dvmo

(wressrfl@ smiflesf] suGev@LTL)

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)

@O0 DOINBDROR, Ged weEm B»FTDe o D
0T »ES 0® s Besim V. VIR ©»S
el Bw, s o D DO gOEND grivn.
G0 BOD® @S BmSe? @amd Bmde?

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIN@ 0N @IB). @D @cTTH®. [Pris HE5O]

@G B DB ensIBEeWIST Bwmo
(wressrflg Wriflgs LTy CpererGsreir)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

O DOIBNIDROB, Eedhdm 23w - [Docds HE®]

OO DOIBTINBDHR O

(orerL @ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

#OBR®O TS e¢sim 98 @csIn.

©C yB» DeBDS ensIHEeWIST SWnmo

(wrewrfl@ Nrdlgs LT Ty G\geiTesGasmest)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

sy ofem, dedsews’ s 3m »cE 33,422»
130,021 83ewn 0® s nde Bws Be0dDO = Do
Bodmrydn. o® 83w - [@sdr HEO] 95 O3B n®o,-

OO DOIBTINBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)jeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

#HOBRE0 ¢BBS @cIm 9d) @csis.

@G B> DB ensIBEeWIST Bwmo
(wressryflg Wrflgs LTy CpesrerGsreir)
(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)
03¢0 BB OBLE 116 5 2,368 -

®5 BOE 86D Dwmo

(oressTfl@ aflsv afreumien)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

O DOIBNBHROB, 88 y@&m @6 Beadmd.

OO DOIBNBDHD O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

RINSed 3B ydvw e®imnie?

®5 BOE 86D Dwmo

(oressrfl@ eflwsd afraimien)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

@G DONEDHOB, ©O yO» PEENC evnBIBIeWIBY
Goess 1 OBH®0 OO @m0 AWBY BwmDr, ®ORC OEEd
Bodsiesy @mo0 dmow es»edd Bwerr. Jdfmyed o®
O OEn®0, emed SdFEwed gudx, OO
ST med 0On®TEROE 0® o Baesim  gcwed
Bl Im 0® eDE1ed @m0 weed€ mdenws. & Bewo &
acwed I 48 emdewsy BusIn®. & gewd S0 ¢nd®msy
20, ©C Gods @B ®1 8O ©ggd yBDS OB,

@0 BBk (§0:80) 698E eg@Bwsin Swvwmo

(wressyfl@ FLLSgrent (seurBld)) adlsv LNCTOMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O DONEWROB, IFHPOW, BDODOT  ©ORC
DIFOBO glwssy ¢@ivressy dae iR BEedes
®E. MEC SFYFwmed,- [in HEO] ©38, w3, S» HOB
0O BusImd weTesy. OS] ®OIBNLEBROB, OO EOS
30EG0 8z @0 ¥8»m eBC ensImemIsy  Coess
$OBR®0 ¢S ecrim YOO

@O0 QBB

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RD, ©0 ®8&H DeFed) OIEn®s.



79 Eilelglcloiat1o)

O 028 DeEeRd) dvmo
(wressryfl@ smiflesf] suGev@LITL)

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)

©e® &SHBE, ®S HDIBNBHHOA.

300E WOBIBY Ay, PJIRBw BNE ©DBI®. VINOBIE
Bmeom 9sIes’ Comd Bwstes’ ®mnd edfeme 8mo8
Be@o. [0 B0 ©ev® onedB. 18 ged By,
8Bedey ©@220e0Be? emew® »3 gsng WO YHICHH
BBwO @® @dEdd A O™, &Y ACHD), god yod@Bue
eCH® @O 188 BedzsTer? ©o mONweHDOB. 93
14 g0e36000 CH 00E Beadmdr. ¢® BEwes Dew® 200z
3083000 G 00E Bedmd. & Ded® O B&ndD wif
@O Bedn 8HE wods0d 7,011, Semd o 0D Bedn
308082 302500 28,5522, BDoes 10200 D& 280 BEE o
Bedmds. & Hed® 16 cconm @® 0OmemO ®o OB
0w Beo B Beadmds. 38 § ecemy@O giwsIs
88ers om0 dgmmed gw. w@ims nHdw ofenis,
om0 edh e ¢fcidemO widwn @ OnJO WO eDHD
B BENROE Bedmryd. 0®w Hpewddmd 8L odn
e, D OB BE SwemO VB0 I BN,
oFmY0 SFPF®eO 8Bgdm @@ MO v B8d o8O B
BB ©01)0 YHB»HWO Swed ecsis.

OB, ¢ 5 NER Bedm nFFOG O D edm.
g aun® yednwd »d® g 0duIm N3 FTOwHE
Beaster’. & ygedned »nO® Ond dBsIest oy & Died®
BBHEE, BOBoE, DO, giBeemd) yoda §isedd
CH @O0, e Bwe®md) yedned w0100 emes®ens BwE
eI 08I 98 Ho® BBws ¢dmY eOE Bedmrydr, ©d
DONSDROB. 0@m god Imyc 2LEHFHeO Snos
@508, @10 SPEB®WO I eNeDE, Coed »®
OO e Bedm yEHEE. 0® OMEeWO  Cikns
Wm0 *® BR®HmHO HWOm Om»D »OB. HYS
Do Om 0Dsim yodsy y@rerwd D, BHwnt®m edsim
Bedmy ©wd®s yrewwd i OB WSOm DOGH
OO0 (D8 Beadmdr. O Bmd wd®ybes mJ
OB BBy WO BHYDO CBw OB eDE e® edEIed
G evngsIesns, 8O Dt B9 Bu g0Bawm BIFOBWO
& eBowm BBy o 0D,

O 00edm gPow edtern Bedsien’y, YOO &g
B BaeE & 8 MO, €@ el Bwevm WS
PNRICOD PEE. MIINB, 80 ey @9l awur & BRwWO &
O B30 @D 0TI emen HICE BNW. VOV
B Ond BBEE el Bwennm 8Oy @8 o¢simosd,
0188B3wsy ¢tz BEEr Odiewn. & 8ByTed ©dernd
508 a8 0® 80 wosTes’. & 8By, OBy ervnedie?
e, OO & OV DI 0w DOBIB.
0N WMOYH ©E» y&mOy 688 yedaden ac
OO (BB R1edsTesy Byl Coeds sy emwd, &
B85 »edthe®d Onon »Ogn »O® ¢@Gi&. & gw
®OesI o3 BB 00008 0® Bwsieny. gwid Im
eI 0IOY By 0POY BPes), 0Oy ©wem aw
P GO0 BTBEDE, ©dewnd Bwode, sEEOG,
eIBCOE, odDICODE @WIs CWBE ¢ Y &l
Cw@ OBID BBy WO BYPWDO BV

& D10d® ©Dnecs’ sded g 0dfe DsLdBwWO
2DEG0 wcewmd. & BEACOHW J¥ed gdmwe owd

80

WO, @@ WOGH WO BEE goem eded BBy
38 ©wcdBIH Bw@ a8 mS&md 9E @ 8I50n.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

B0 BB WO BCH OBIE®o.

O OBBID WO EIBERD v

(oressTfl@ SHWhS & HeTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)

0T DONLDROB, @®ORC Yyd»@ Bew oG
ST med “mmd @0dcd BB Dmdw BEnDO ey
eO®D. PO Smum ¢ VG WCBm D@Dt
O® pedBe oE®O AC Yodn 0rewmsndm S5m0 Bend
s5edE) 8Om0, 8ty Gowad wewr el 005y merw BOO,
200 BR300 O I B yedn »O8 8 wlwxn
Bearies.

©® gdwm Drews’ e® DD Bwsiey W@BAE,
®o0R0 YADB O 8w D@ ®DeDd & S5luBn®) wcHsd
®E D0WRE. MG SEFFmed ©0nd s B B3O
wew dode OxaBenr wewr §eE 008 e B
OR® BEHsT WE. PBBT, 8¢ OO BBITD HDRECHY SBHO
s3edc 83 000D ¥ & 8Eaed 0o 8gp@imsn®ied
3DW 0w WODHD. IO @i Joed B dCE -
[@080 BE@z] BBum 200 emveds. 98 &m0 00D
eceRs oo S emedd BeEr ¢8 O wng Hewo.

O® Bewo Sund o DD yedrdEO g w3m oddE
DO 8O wewo BI0T 10 BEedew BHwmOm
WO B MEE ETTwe 0dmedsl 00 olde
8350o.

®C; wEBeH CrsES e Dm0

(omessTyfl@ amiTagest FTes esrT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)

@61 ®OIBTNEDROB, @® ©®DRC BHFFDw B ©Oesw®
eI med edBs eEm® B ¢wRH® Dhed @® D5
B0 9m® ¢Crey BFTOWO 8FeDE Beadmd. Sod Emed
2 00 yoosl YO PPWOR ey Ty WmEr. OO
Bodvewsi® Buesizy Qv D0wmwes Beamr. esedon
ceod »08 ©-0nd OGed. S, ol ¥ BILD eOMEWIOS
»8wd el O CA ¢TI G BRI wBedEo
Beed oywi. & 9® B85 #BEE evw ¢wd BwEo
Beasies’, "»chd Bge e Dno8 ¢ud wvm CRecsIs
3005y edrlert" Burm 8. Im IO sdewd edmed 0D
BedmryDr BuEos 0@ 0 Bedmydr. @0 DNImROSB,
eO® VPO DB E¢wWR. PORNTW 00 vew SnD By
00 »e®I® WHEHHOCO BBIesy BNWI. OO BwmHd
OeCEaws Bedmd Bu, "»eho e ndd o®
§ed oetm ¥ Bwues. 8O sded, & dfS® sdOE0
O BT I 0058 eODHWO & gwd e@imd BOBIH V1.
& Ben g8 65 &m0 9EEON ®OmD. ©ORNCE §aDd
vie DiedE) dEdd® sOFOE), ©® dnpeEnd edmeE
OO @Tesy HBD 001 IWOBRTO edmed oI
BB ©0 DOIBNIDROB, OO owdaemwur BEIm®.
G ygodaw »®0® ®0ncd @O edmd. GEIHO®
OB ¢DENDERE & yodnde 8Om» ©@od®m BT
2w s 0@ »OB Bunmd ur EBHD eONEDE WOBI®
godsY c8B® @D @WmOTTery. ©®Onc ©“d®&E W®
20EG0OmE® & emEEHIO 000 I ecsimy BwEo



81 2024 48 04 82

G 83w. ©® 00 Bwuslery @@y ecws. e® Ded
yoda 0wmde Bedmds. wdmade 0Om HyIOH,
CE G3wdm D yedrdEd dxm »yIOsI, o®
yedadE Bedm §odm BWBELIMOEO, g MMBIOED
ed0g S G e¢imy B 0® emEEE ©V®®
PCCH»D. ©® ed ©dnd ©®&k mmeed & o®
8@ITVewsY O 00D, BYD, ©ORS D Buwd seoed
& 01 ®ODOW ey F odOCE BwodOm 0drienys Bywr.
O® Bwo S WO @@ yedrdcEd ¢das & snym® Sm
G @I,

Se® YOO WD HOB 0® yeoldndc Beadm &
0®ATQ yame. g¢ O B0 «w® BBwmO mO» »OsVed
BOowdED @simy yodsd edEy Beamd. Sgwd Bedm
WO HOEY »OB wBv B YBDG. ©®ORd BN FOWS
O 0® o BBER® ¢z PVeDR), & EOC BEw BB
DO yodsl »IFDed W O0 Bw ®»SEIWIE
VIO viB OB BY HBR 0D @witdE & o R
WO BB BEB CP @¢BI) D@ WOYD WO BB
©® eD1ed &8 9EE 835)0n.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 Bwsin 8080 OEn®.

OO BwesIn 8D Dwmn

(orenrflg gwbs Fwrefr)

(The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera)

OO0 ®ONEDROB, ¥ OB O 2EHWwme
deews’ @0 edserl. oFmyded ©@-Ond BBryEO
OB SIhBB6 WO edmD. ©@® O O ged SFGBwmed
edBs oCE®® emOs 10m ©dnd mnisme O
OBIHH® O HeD8sY Bedmryds. imd SEHB®WD 0ud® ged
eI FOs YOrwds aud wimp ol & Ded®,
0HBNNC ©RDEE e ;O OB Y ooy HO®
CIIR . OO B 00 gemyms SEHIHOCO Dred®
»O0 SEHEmeds ©dBm ® ©Eed BEICD d®
3DEded 2 Bods @D ©wd IO &
DEOIWS T B8OITVeWST WOFR OB GLIHBRE OO
©® ;mes Onn D»OTD ;. 00 BEEe®sIned
QBIZID, ©ONC BESHWO W 00dD SHHYFWOC wsm
Bewd8mws’. d g Bewddnwsy 3m oFOBsY m1cdc,
LFHF®OC Bedm o0 Im Ddm mdevnm & S
¢y D¥® Fwo Ddvwn OB,

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 8T BwBEm ©535n®o.

OO BE5T BwBEH Dwmo

(orer Ll Wevrer Lwdlevdss)

(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)

OO DOTNE®ROB, 0® O 80 OFDw yeodans §d
©0sy 2B ed ORI WO DD WE HBHWO®
2esBn® 0w el i emn®id @I @D
B ORI, DB WO DRWIVDW W Bedmda.
ged Bomved &3m» 00 OFFOS 8Boeg v
WO IO ©  ememn® Oy ®»™O®. GO
BEBsY, 0080 BEds), o0e® &O» ded

Boewidmwsl 0w qud quOs »om Busin. e®me,
@B WOYD »wowo & BwE @csNd gdas sVEHO
BEBD D@ WO B WO Bedmds. a8 e® O» O
eI WedBw ®wDD ©wd WO Bedmd. OO
BDONEDHROB, @® mOgen & 00m O Ded
BO»OBE wOITImOtmen @B WO »OLON ©®
DOGR BLo®Om WOBIDY ¥OOsT »H® D& eviel Bwo
28 B8l mOmD. @® O O IO @dms OB BEedg
28 wmed » Bedmryd. o® O» 80 e 98m wOoyFeny
9esy @8 91CH® WO @Dwsy. J wewr gdes wnewdns e®
O 80 Eah e¢m. ®NJ B0 gud BBuws gn WECHNH
gy, & oddey w@ATIdWmomw WO gdes WOEH
WOBIB @8O 8P Eo e¢BIB BB OO 9E R0 8I5r00.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@O0 CEY OCEOC O5IEn®. ¥I&ed mMTemeny
BORE BusImd. VIO BBEEHH® IHO Sens
ey Busies’.

0 CES OERIDOE Dz

(omessTLyifl@ 060 sTeLEVT6UGV)

(The Hon. Lalith Ellawala)

®ODOS WANINBHDOB, OO Cew® ©NeDE OO
BusIesy. g ORI Bwy edOE v OO m»
WOTesy . ©0 DOINGHNOB, Lwasim @w®cdSd
O5IBn® BOD hed mOHS LhTme B8O a8 ¢&
20 0w HOTH A, @@ime, SF¥mYC G med
0 3 IB»IEe®O OB SEHBmed podBe eCm®
200N  PH®NOBO Dnedsy @O D Bedmdo.
BEeBw HedBu eCm® emdiwed ¢HOJ, BB wWn)
DO 08 gdd yodned Jodd Dth g¢ cod DmemO BE
©00® &8 30 OB yhrmad gvg BBEEs. I S ©O08
50 ove WD I OO HOOS D6 eAIHEWBBOS
CINCIPE, D®ORID emny 0dD B8hdy ot yodw
Beadmdr. & yeodadE “mmdd mBwe Seds myw &
B OO 00 Gk #@Bn®ensy e 83mds, &
ednEedns OO R BEeded wmEd »Om Bweco.
a5y pedBe ww Byoidr Bedm Bwo HodBn wwdE
Sy Beowddmewnd myw. & Bwr 0® edDEIed wa®izns
EZ0D0 B gungm 1B 8 Bedms. O8 Bwr & gwd
Cewsy CRELD YD BBLHWD CA E¢BIB).

g0 ©O® gqvnm HOBRDO ©® s ©w
WO I @BB. ©F gl HOBROB, IR WIB
eEds e0NEDsT @ VIR0 BB 0D & OFHO
O® R’ FDNWHWO O MJws ©wd OB
&BB. ¢ mOnd LEEBmed Bwg sl Dwo ¢®
Bedslery. s mced 0850 g DOEn
DOOBID) NPT B 0@ gdEHedd @ «® 9EEes
DO, CH0HBMO DEFENCOD eIt 89 B¢
0220w OO, & 0ePdE ©®Odnc ©E®x OB
e BID 0D mw;,  @Gdoaso  osim
3Oy . § Bw 0 RWIn®eos’ 93
8BOsery, BEOEY B ecmemd & Ded oddE ¢
SICBCRYO osimy BB, dnedsy «O O» yedae
©6@ATVewsy »HO® 0OcdE i 2, @d ed
EONBOE QODGTIOE i@ O8I HyOOss, ¢OBsIOs
0@ O5Tm Yoy, asiey & ®cem O @B @@
OB Bws 9EE® & S Do,



83 208Ee®xInd 84

[0t 8 6D ®wm]

& Ded® ®0 o yO» VLS eBBIBIEWIBT S
3 OBn®ensl 9 B8O, @® P HIFOG O 3O
D& DWW W WO BBHDO gdEs VD WEHSHY
BEHBID BBE.

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO0 OTEROIE BwEeern® IO mcemw BwesIm
Ow. [@adds HEO] ©S; BS@®my BSBow OBIER@a.

@G 86g®» B68Bow Bwmo

(orenryfl@ efrarwesr of rdmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)

O ®DOIBNEDROB, VIR BDD red® dgedd
e0dE NI Dhed DBDEO HOB @8 Kdnd sIEemr @,
aCE o8 mO WmosTesy. & wews BB wbm @
B8E8edenw ComdI® mywi. Im s P F e, mOHS
eI dwweor, ofmyd dEwmedy Om8. ged co0
oPen® eDE1 BAedmtesty & BB, WOy,
eued®EmD 0® qlgcs nE Acume BtNDD v eOHm.
g0 al®n ©OndE @b gfvimed Bg § D&
DG 0Wneds VIR @I Limed Yodrwdss,
®10 BORdeo yodawdnt O mEed 8@E 000w ¢B
Yew. & Ben ¢ @ond dfEmed dme ydmes @B
e0E Beadmd. »HYY s LhAme o dmoE ®S
WOB YA BE 020008 0®m. e@® MTeDO Jed &18wny
88 0dme0 D& owicd. J 88acd «EnBdsn odm.
@@ Gt BENin® @ ©18uFdon e dodvewsy
G BEEAC OWDCEed elddmwusl 0® ¢dutedd Suc
ORYHDOE WO Iw gm. HNB, VYO gd@w
s0E®O® BB ecww @¢slesy mY, OO DOTNEHHOA.
RPsIO @dos ORRYIEO 8D 0dstesy my ¥ ¢l @®
2E o »OD ®OsTest ©® WO Pewd sded. a8 and
9CRED 8 LY WETY ¢! duEwOd eI 8
® 00 »5F506 w3 wom HFFDeE. ©O
DONEDROB, DD 2003, 2017 D88DE ®-OmC &gy
3D O B, & 9O @DENDE wY ©® HORJ @y
20D -0® M® BORIFO- eimFecd PO -O®
0®m edaRBmITwm® WMD) 00e0E- CBE Srn®8on
OuOw »O8 YE yYed Bled. @O, "ededs Dwn
MOED, wedes @B ewin O, Bend wdn ecdemId, Gk
»On WOBemd" ¢ Buc ydmryen’ O eOm .

e® @dEM%ed &8 @Yo Omn O® . OO
20O Bn®Y P, 80 eud gBwmimed mOD Bm0m
gednwd e®DB Wedm ORJ 80w ged »yw Bwecr. &
Ded OB @md, BOD(ded, ®mes, »YIBIw yodadEOs
B ey 900 IO, & Bwo 0@ adfnd e® SO0 B
) B e nIFOeE 83w wEm 0@ 86 Seg®x
@¢5¥D). 28EedsIned ®Idm By Bedm, Sed ¢ rmse
Bedm, 43¢ DEDNDS e OB B,

@G BB OI8O Somleoms Onmo

(oreryLflg FLLssrend Fhglw afréClery.)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)

OO WOILNEHROB, VIO 51EED ¢ImDr, ©®
DOm0 g FFEmed e yodnws ®Ondd @d

0D Bedm 3D. 0® Omemd 1883w yedned ®-0nd
D506 018 0085 vOBHD. 0@ ed HFFOWME el
BRI ¢ mer. 0@ gdEdhed IS EBmwsy
Ve d 00y eoBBEE mIm euddws a8 ane mosIm
Ry M@ EPBHBO Gedy Beadmr. w8, Gesws
Bedotd mEe 8T mwed wosBOdews oywr. & Bewo o®
DOGR WOOBIB 885 8. MEE SdfEmed iy @805,
Se0esB QYdw wew O O »HO® @88uw meI® & »HODED
83w ofe 0Omd, 83wnl 85dR Dm0 008 yBAOcwes
8B3w0 e 2dGFmweO el 2ewusBOdewn sy I
Beo OO RI®ed DB @ WSOHD, WS IS
mEC B0 BwosBddews ©n ®»OD WOYD
WO Do, J Ded® 0@ g8 §ddred o® »OYn
WO Sed eEdmwsIO wd BedeE »osTm. & Ded®
©® BOGNOED ©HeddHedsl ®wOISIR 0D eFOY
BBwsIO 6® BEBOW o e¢sin. & ¢wd dew 0dnedsy
BB DOBID).

®5 BOE 86D Dwmo

(oressryfl@ aflsd afreumion)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

O DAINEHNOB, O @O, ©; Coess
HOBN®O0N EnBOsTD 0Omd, ged 9FBO0 gy®wsy
230 @0 @cwd OB DD A 8® e.

©® @»0® oemIewrs’ ©® mOems B OO
3@, ©0 ¥8E eygPLswusIn #OBR® gnd a8
emed e med Qvess Bewldnewd. 80 eud Bwden
Doed 85000 DS ) D13DD & BWy DS Dotnd 8D
OVeOD BB ©O0e® ®dndw. § Bw endE dwE
3D wme D5nn D BedmyDr. ©O; s FOBROSB,
DHEOE DS DME ®Onc BAmwemO W oD
Beadmdl. 9® Bwr & yodaed Onsmmdn ¢dms’ 0D
B0 mEsT BOD Dred pedBw wwid Bwsd FBmB®
s’ Qs Bewddnmesiensy So8n mwnmren Bwe SO
B0 ©®Onc @B 00D @dDEDEE Hwr®m DD
32060 @00 BwidOm 0¥ 8 »IFOes @B
e0c Beamdr. & Bw Belsienst w©wv comymxy
0Bem GoadBs »OB 0® WOgn BZOwoxsTm D
Bearlery. $Oy wedBw w®wwr OFHOS @ gmo
awuden 0O Bedmd. e®ime, PwLmw ¥YEY HedBw
6000 BOy OIFOcewne, 93 O5IFOcewne Hws Om
O HCROBEY 000 BYTTersy nO8 8Ewden gednizo
wotesy. & Bwo @St @eo@munn®eeons, ©d
DONEDReONS OO 9EE»D), ©® ©DRS LIECH®
8¢ BwodBwd ovrle of¢wBsy em00 B8Oy Hod®w
@ OFOGH wm ®Oemm BweeEr. @@ BOEH wews
HedBe oF®®, 208m el OB gw euiny YOOI,
B, BOY pedBws ww OFOGHIO Bwdn emddis
BeamDr. & 000Mes ®ORCD ©d DRI Bedmdr. &
3edndE ®OnJ0 W DD BREY #BEE ¢BodEE
Bestes? & qed. 00 ¥8» Dedtns ensimemIsy Coss
HOBNOA, & Bw @ gm0 By IDS1ensy 9FEO
®O». BOy WedBe ww OWFOGO, @S  wwo
OTBOGHIO -& gw 0@ vved Yot O »wi. VYT
8Oy O5IFO01sT Yenod O vyw- Bewddmwer e¢sim,
©® oPEd dwesim oty BwdodcEe PTed acwed
BICBEEO oB3®0.



85 2024 48 04 86

@0 Sof m®C 8381 gcDS W

(oreryll® @&dh Gurr &WBGrTrad)

(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi)

OO ®OINEHROB, BOE 8300 B5IBn®r B Dred
BREOE, @ Bewldmw WOm cEm, 850m Died®
EIEEITIEND YO e SFEBmed yode Hnensnds
®09853 @O eDE1 oW ©0ed8, N6 ®DEOY =
@O Beadmdl. & Dr10dd®, mewrs 888 005 918 Ho®O®
endCE ABsems d5ne 0D Beamd. & Ded® & guwd
G005y CPe®8T w® ydm Bedmdl. 8 & wews
S5 @® OB OB, ©O BNIsBRS Selds
@EeEIIENO0 BEEE & o ewiws . & o &8
@0 ERBOTHm e, Y, 0® eDEed & od e
8@ wHO OBes’ Y. BID® w¥® BICBOW®O wuIB
Ay AW B3O O e’ Gi8eE 100 red e
Buwe® BB® Bewo @000 @ § 0@ 8BLEHsIO & wumae
eI OBwsy 00 BRWIMT aswgmdd o 0O
Beadmdn., & A & wwm scesisny «® o8 geew
©wcdsIy Bk, B e 88Bwed wrisy adas msd
eIy B® O B8ederw werdm Bwid, ©o av®Bn®
Bewdsme mIn B820m Dred yedrdE wy as Bewddman
WO g Dol yodade & »0w® @Dem® ne
Bedmy 010GH00n nFTOEO &8s B Sucdr ocsIm
Bt ©S Goesrs @B R@redsy @ 9EEHO.

@G 8OIGw 6oy Bwmo

(worenryflg Fweriflu Canrs)

(The Hon. Samanpriya Herath)

OO DOINBHROB, 08 Gt BFFOW BE WE@BIw,
e B0 HedBe oFH® emdneds Dw® 16 ¥&
R T0JD0 g 0O evdE 1000 adm y@romen Ssnawd
o e, @8 & 000D Behmd Puoddm 00 y8n
N0 emImemdsy s @B B WO &
B0 wum B0  »PD  ewecdd.  ®©d
B50B8BR®, PedBw eEmON®, SesBn® ¢ nd Bweg
Gotss BEBTed wnewdons & wewr ERa guIvN.

O DOIBNIDROB, 153 Bedn) yaidm e mHO8, @® Bdows
peEd; DO @008 neds; BEWBsY vy ey
Beled Bww. & Bl 00 9EEOW m»OmD, ©®
DeEd; ®mOYR ®CHI gDOS BETE E 8 e® @
B8Eedg »BO® WOty Bu. & 2wd wvm o 2od®
OYROEE BrNJBeBR® ¢ nd BwE edrsEs ¢l®8sY
@y Coeds BRBE qOitn wwewlvww, aFBwes Eo
¢5ivn. 88 Em0 OO edewndsy BB edm. &
Ded® ©® e PITOW BE Coww DEIC PHREed
edOmBM ¢ OBIDO, e®0® mBwwide BB BwEo
@ B0, & BeEeesnos ¢dns snygm@ @@ e¢sim. &
DD ¥E D A Y BVewldw EONEDY YOm DeFtod
eBOBIDEWILT G083 # OB BBt ¥y »oTTHE @ 0®u
300D HOOBI D0,

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO Gotss #OBROA, c¥nden 8 e® ydmw §dwsy
DOBID).

O % DBRHS Owm (sEasy wwo, 8 BIE®
% 8880 Coess ¢@amsn®)
(wrewryfl@ — @Ters  udb@GLyr -
2 sireer T & LHMID &HDTL 6V @)TTEThIS HEHLOFFT)

(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura - State Minister of
Provincial Councils, Local Government and Environment)
O DNIBNBDHRDOAB, -

DTS TEWT  FeOLIGET,

OO DOIBINBHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

BesIm), O “Hym OFWHRS Goess HOBHS. IS
80 O yednwdn ©-0n0 R e5¢e?

O By O RPS Owmn

(orevorLyLfl@ orevTas 61 @ LDLT)

(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura)

O DONBBHHOSB, ©® Duwmrw Hoead ewumgdics d. d
0855 8057 OO0 sed 98¢ eDBEO ®-ORC O1EDs.
00 9l Yoldawd W@ 9@ ©Ond ocmD. EmO
Bvwed g ged oBOc 88y Bemdl, E»
»oEWBer ©®ORC O Bwr. ged mmeed dmon
e5»0ed8, ged BwEWy 9enEE EeE 9657 Yow®
B0,

Em OO, 00 »HOFOsIH . 5 vHELueld
©0790 9500 BOH® & Bws ¢Owd® dmdh. & ednedsy
08 ©OW B @0 DOIBNEDROB, afoig
BB vdetd ©® Dmed 1Ond »De I D18
e0® 0 cvemrImy Bedmdr. ©D ewcd BmsImy
30Dy, @ 80 gwnd eDEI VDR vvens BBEE
Bedms. S o Sedned Ogovnws Bew. I
eeeds WO D@ BYeed. OmemO HBwO® wisves 2.308.
& »0® ®Oned Wi B8BC®, ¢8 & ®dmwes odm
MBOIWO EOBNE Y @B WOGED WE. & Dedd®, CGoesn
eddmesy d O edmWE om LusIBwer ¢ &id), E8»
@80 OBID. e, ®ORCD gy Jewd vifowd E8n @@
0535 S @@, QOB ey A WO, sgBa
cOEOE O5T wrre eVEO BTV auwy Hev. Juf
R ecm Wbwwidwe 99 WEr. YO DS Caess
3OBn® O oYnd® oFmHYyced dEE LSS
oC®OR® gne Beg BRI EdDE), adas
DO A%® WOYToE WOsIm BOD), 8w GeE @D
B IO grews BB, @098 AT dwo BDD. ©© &
DD Iens’ 9RO ey & evwdE ©d D
80 05008, ¢ed ver 8By VEOI® W-OT Bewo
ey D 9siery. VPO »ed®ODT w«sim Wi
00250501 sY ©DRC Ben ey ey Onuuwed encsd
OB ®-Onedsy WO Py endFde ¢wvws 885 grlesy.
OmemO & OpEnwe JO D& a@®i0ed D1e0m. e®
©0eOJ0® a8 ¢cf WO V. D€ wEimeE ewd ®
@ 2O & 900800 b et Buc 88 & eDEed
O9®eos’ 9dc 83w & wewr gdan »OgH DOTH
BeE & 001000588 @ B0,

®® ¢ d RO Yodawd Bw. PRECHO »OB
DRewesi® ®0nd Bgeed. & 0©e® 8BLEHsIO :© O»
@Dy 5080 0D OW® BB Wgds. O™ WYED
@200 qotey @do, @il BWo Bwe. e®ime, 9 sweld
eRFOYDO wsIB) VWi, B WDNEWROA. JO vy a8 1w
@m0 B3wr, & BRLYO @ S» wdsIm. »HY



87 208Ee®xInd 88

[0St oy DB BHRS @wmn]

®ew &d 8390 D18 Bes ®eHsy De®IRD WBBIB W BBEI
25T puy . 0@ Ded eCm y@Em» Beadm D a8
eI, 5080 N EDS grTen’ BBy. 8O vy a8 BdD,,
O8emymE »w8 & @i vwo @f) edm»nS e & @wd
55y B85 0¢§ BwEr. «@ mosim yoosy m»HO® O® @
0® & oddE WO ©¢md. ®ed enwd ©®OnCO wd
@O, ®ORCO @8 W@ ¢® Ded Yy e¢mdr. NG,
®0R0 O »© @DENO®E® ed @8 e® o »D
momn. 200385 B meo; 20178 m meo; qes mD
DO YT, B Bwgd 1@ i Do a8
By, ©®oDRC MO Bwd 8D D18 Wem® 9DS&.

®G BBt (400086) 8E 0@BwIm Swmo
(orenrflg FlL_ssrent (vTBld) sHdsd LG wHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
O Buwo, 20172.

O % DR Owmo

(oreT Ll @ @Terss eud@ L)

(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura)

R0, o0 @ & OEed. YN8, o
DOIBNBDROB, 0005 08w®DED BwuBw Yremw
0t afB. Yev® Hoed B8Ry & o qWOT WY
BenB. 8O @wfess ey 8By DDE yDrewwn Nww;®
Beso S Buwo. @8 sgad wEm drwens BOECEO® an® o
Beadmd, Ond eIBCH Jeus e¢sim, 0 »3 »uIB
B ® I @i, Avn® WOgHHE oI, IO
REO Do0Dzd 201 BBE.

OO DOIBNODROB, OO Bwmds ¢8 2250¢508 dmn
DR Com0ed® ®OnJd yudme Dwcsimy @$S0ws Swe®n
@05 O3B WO WO BWBEo. ®ORJ &g ¢Dewd ol o®
O B WOBIeE. den® eNHO 0® B ®OYD WS,
OB, cBe 90w 0xim PO ¥® Bwdow® a8
@m0,

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@01 38 D0 enIEeIBY G1tss HOBR® cFBJ
@I,

O 3O D6 ensImemIST Owmo

(orenryflg Wrdlss ussrLmr CgesresrGsreir)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

OO DONIWROB, Bedvewrsi® uvydwe » BBsed
e VG DorBen D8 B dfEm 23w, HodBae
eE®® emOwms 202m, »HE 33,422», ylocwesy
130,02128 @300 W 000 Bedmdr. o® aw andxsy
260cory Bw B85y Beadmds. 4lecemm nDE ECo
Bedm. ¢ cewn Dm0 yo8n dsEdm 116, 8§
2,368, ©0@18mwsT 9,248 9535 9o.

OO DOITNEHROB, @8 Bwhen god gom®n
Beed oo Becs. Im esd BEosim awwi. a8 v wBed
g 28h oCmOROTE 8Oy 00O nI¥FDe 88D
20mdB . § Ded® 2FHS oFmOROTE, Hed®w
eC®OROTE BB HBw »EY Wi BodsTeny. @B
y@m e @B 00cH, 0® yidme 0® modsY evd eEEieom

@siesy 00 ©en® Y G8w MBJYOE wVVIBHFOG wy &
gwed wyewdvw Beni.

B0 ®OINBDROB, 0® WOYT e JOD HGed @wd
00ed8 wHewinwxm CA . FeBs ICCY WE
@ Bwe, 88 & y@remw e85 o DO ®BwEDEO o
Bedmrdn; eIy Buw 9D, & 9ERY IO y®rena
2@ Beanmrdn; doE 00 Bur 9 Beamde, & 9CcEY
u&eme 8 Beadmds. & Hed®, WMZ esinidd 6o Bwas
PC 1 Beamdig, & 9ECY y@reme &8 alOBsT @00 o
Bedmdr. v@8, 280 »Pecsned® 9ER®DED yBDo
¢BOBD . Sy weHe Beawmy dvy. & Bwo
g Oaews’ 288G oE® mEwE, HodBe oEme
m8e ol Wmoow oE800E0 @8 yYIDw,
§Bm»FOw C@o @,

& Ded® e mE@mmden dsEdmed 117 Bues
©88B (OO P ORO® gomwd O 9CEOOEO 28 yYIHO
CP @D, OO WAITNIPROB, 0O DB BEedeg?d
edBnc eEmOD, CwinBOd, v mBY BEPB5Y, Caesxs
edded Bengoss, JOR »8d, B8BE @oem DEWows,
003886 @28 B 0nd Bugeern CA @ BVeRdHw®O
28 &nBosTn cd5 0.

61 DONEDROA, O D Ced Bwsiz o).
©® Ced IYBHIBWO ®ORJC OnE EDBTELT, HORIH &gy
eDE0 »nO&B. a8 08 LIFYFIDOE ©-0nc ¢d® BBe® -
mitigation - 9® BEedg BBswrd wernens Bedmdo.
condmen B8wO oF¥myd 2dHEdmwd solution Omt
VETNEOD) Bedmrdr. »8, ImO Bedddems Beadxmoo.
IO ©8ews @B W edamem gdmded B3R
DCHEBO Beadmd. »HEY e SR Died® Jont
B8wO @B B8R 0D, e®) WD g0 Buicdnl
@b 0® ydmw ¢dwsy OB BB GBI®.

@G ®ONEDROB, a8 @mEh wsIted BHO® &esd
CrDBBewsy ¢BEID e, DFRIedRw ®ORJO @O
@05 G0, YN B, Vodoedawn & wews solution Smzx
ewmi . & Bw afog 208 oieBe gn m»oed
®oOR0BRST PDoFedRwsd B @D B OB gwd
BT mw 0dsier’. ¢8 0@ ofd »oxyn Bus, @® ded
BeddRmd @B o0 I® @@ wdYW®, OO
DO DROB. ac & Comw EIC v emYd®emd
3000 & Dedidmdd »OB. »BACO ovwlOcw wedds
OB BedidmO qds. D10 wedds OB Bedddmo
O30, CEOW wede OB Bedddmn . eIIWOR
$edey OB Bedddmn Dl 985 ©® DB
vern® Bedddm #BEE Bedmdr. w8, a8 Bdde
WO, S5z O O BEedg wderw & & SSPSHOEO
20Ed @ gd® WO oB3e® - mitigation - OB
WEBNEOD S0 yEIHO Cab ecsI yOOsT IO,

O DOITNBDROB, CEY® D ©¢dned®sInd
o O8 wews’ B Yald. O© 88usTmrdn, a8 musvenas
@85y 8md8 Bum Om. meew gisy a8 g 104,
15 80u8s) guiest. syBe mweed ged 6ed ¢&8m
abgcwn B emn; a8 v® hw OxavaBel® review meo. ¢8
©®®»0 odOE g 8w w8, deod BB a8 ey
e @cedned®sined »nOnmdeaed dxesaBs, CResMPA
ODwOv® woe D DvwaBe gFwiBed myw a8 O®
DO n & gumdewsi® 8L Wmoeom «@m O e®



89 2024 48 04 90

230edede eewsy [Slez1aLN olel} OTFOGB,
DI NedEed EHFTDHOC WOBE 900 Beadmd
50, D ¢d® m»C OO wewo @DOS BHELIDW
e088engr C 0¢sim 88 DRemedisn eDmDIw Bws
O @ 08 ¢duEhed Buwm .

OO DOINEDHROB, ¢ e DRews’ e@® mdemws ©
8cHsy ®E YR8. 0® Pud PTG BICBEEO @ ©d;
B5nEsBe B85 IO PHVEHO ©dedd IO
om0 928w WO, @das Gen yBwwem ©0sY WS
Boadmdh. & gmd Sod g8 BxIcd ofmr. 0@ yBuemde
200 Beamd. ¢l a8 §eld 005 wostesy i ® edE
WO OB, w8, & mTOC ¢ve¢diedd 9uimrdn. &
COOsI0 @das B8 83 omy §ecd 05l md o Bed
DB 280 8106k OneEd amd Bleed oywl. »ET a8
& n0e 0® OmBO edne WS Beamdr. & Ded® g
0580 ¢8 Y eCwOOGBIO, pedBw eCmODT IO
O 5Id® yhwcmww R 8 Beadndl, dgsTed D@
0GR WOOTHS. 2nEE, ©0E, eIOYE, oE JO¢ af)
B 0538905 Besin. ¢8 & & GFw0c0 B8O
20 D ac @ cOmWO® & gdas eddE M 3
Bedmrydn. Den® emoncw R @¢mr mHO, Im widdes
2CROW ©® g0 &1 E e¢sI YOOTI.

@0 88 0g®cies Dwmo
(orenryflg Fedls LNGrwgTea)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
B D>NIBNBDROA, -

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 Sete 0eROB, VIR g5l WICH eDOJ
omne? HON WEW® 50EB HOD 05 B WO @Y.

@G 8885 0@ Owm

(omevsr i@ #edlg LGB Te)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

@G DOIBNEDROB, OO eneddews’ 9EEON Do,
208 gog POBOGTens’. HeodBe oFm»O®00ss, Lh
eC®OOGHI® 9CROS Womd, s8den DpeEred Bedn
owmsy HBeD I» 0dnd WoTm B 0w, D
DREBI® gc 0® ®ewIeT e BwrOm dxles’ ©®
OmeEae. 0® dneFas and B ylocesmO Bey gowed
edmEedsy ceasiest §BweE 4508. Sgwd, »B
gloceend BBemO® ¢das Bug wEI® eONEDEY VO
edxfery Gi8uE 1,3508. ©@i8mws’ ececemys 9w
sgEemO ceasiesy oBweE 1,8008. w0@&mesy
noiecemm PBID BYECHO creavtes’ Gi8sE 2,1008.
©20@8mwsy wndecomnm) @TIN BHYECWO Cedsiesy
GiBu@ 2,4008. 00@8mwes’ sdecomny 9uimy sHE®O
creastest 6i8weE 2,7008. ©Bwm»0® 00y m»6 Beazsiesy
©end8. 8 & e y@r@mO vy & Bwo 00 9EEeH
WO, WS TIWIE OO e Yred e O& WO
DOGR WO BBCo. 0@we, 0@ OPEEI® WOFTDIED
©DEI BN

@G 3O Ve ensIemIsT Bwmo
(orerflg Wrlss uswrLmr Cperer@sHTeir)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

©0 BuBe sREHROB, & BIcd 88 aceem 9.

g odmed wosimy a8 Bulg WO 9dIB. ©o
B503BR® & wewr EDO 8GO 0w DI @OSE.
O DOIBNIDROB, esedn HOB a8 0® Bsicd ones.
28 ol E» am®@m moTm. & Beo 0@ @ 53D

®C; ®8 & DeEedd) Dvmo
(revwrLyfl@ sridlesf] euGevGLiTL)
(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBH O

(orevrLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTse)

(The Hon. Speaker)

VIO 2O CW NEB DO ¢ wesTesy?
[@280 8EO] By291, BOB ©DEID B DDDSE.

cuxyes®
LD&B)| 85 5 61T
PETITIONS

@O0 QBNWD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@01 DEBT ZNBIE Owm0 - [esew 0w e 23>.]

O CYC OCBOE O - [wen 0bww nE 222.]

®S; BOE BwBedes ®wmo

(omessryifl@ Blosv Llwglsvew)

(The Hon. Nimal Piyathissa)

BT DOILNGHROB, OO swm wewsl euFu® ©iw
8EwsI08.

(1) vyostemn, @86Dxd, "@usin" k) E8mewrd 1.8
03.8.8. DENED OvmNedsy Ci1ele eule®; ey

2) cA8eEDE, awm 102/1 oy Eorewd ©8od
0d.00.8.0%. 0DEemd Oumiesst CiR%
ounte®.

©C 8OZw efos Swmo

(oreryflg Fwerifu Canrsg)

(The Hon. Samanpriya Herath)

O DONBNGDROB, 5NEDIE MR, FMAYCE, g
316/1 ¢ Ehmewnd @88 0.00. 8wl wmensy
Clw v ©0 BEwrIOd.

988e mom ¢ esw® Owem csxwd® D¢ oD
2560000 e508¢3 @iz9 w&B Bowlow mo» &

FLOF LGS L 10695 HDNTLI CUITSHIONS &UPYdb&HSF FTL L &
S ewemufl_ 1L gy.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.



91 208Ee®xInd 92

Y@ HORO D:8m B8Enoy
QIlTT &% EH % & 6uTIeLpsY allewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

2010 &80 D8 g8 Ssed BsE: gmcINYS
et
2010@)e0 (b1 eLpL_ LIl (H6ITOT LITL FTem6e0b6i:

SBITTSLT LOTeUL L LD
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS CLOSED DOWN SINCE 2010:
ANURADHAPURA DISTRICT

510/2024

1. ©6 ecFwen DeFedns Dvmo
(woreirfl@ Crramssr LsbrLmyr)
(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
3055 gL SensT ey yEme - (1):

(a) (i) 9882010 80 e® s @5100yd e Smed
OB Bus Ssed 0t 85002500 e end;

(i) ©O® ®eLEDE »® mOede;
(i) O® o OB w0 AEBIB C¢ ey WOede;

(iv) ©® seE 20OD §d®» BB ewd OO e
) WS cule yewddm ©B®D
o5 a8 Hw @8 mdede;

@BID) O @O wwodd ¢ esie?
(0) oerwdeEdn®,d Osie?

H6va SewwdFenrd Gl L ailerr:

(9@ 2010y yaw@® OCsTLGsHD  @)sleuenT
SGIBITTSYTLD  Wwreul L Ssle0 epL i’ Qs
LITL_FTem6Vd61l6dT 6TGUIT6u3 1563 35 wrGgesr
LIEnS 1L|1D;

(i)  ouiuTLFrensvseaflsr QuwiTgeiT wireney
STEITLIENS IL|LD;
(i)  SuuT_sTmevsemer  ApBUSDEG — TSHIUTH

S|WLOHS HTTERTHISET WTEH6) 6TETLIEHSHU|LD;

(iv)  ouiurLgrensvsemer Wean@Bh < roiiiugne
SVVGH] HILILITLFTeDEVSHEHSE G 6U6THBIGEHET
2 F&  geralled LwWTURSGSHIUSDEG 6T(HHBLI
UL (D6ITOT BL_6)1q HeNSBHET UITEDE 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

e @)FFewudE plelliimyr?
( 24) @rGmeb, eysir?

asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of government schools that
have been closed down so far in
Anuradhapura District since 2010;

(ii) the names of the said schools;

(iii)  the reasons for the aforementioned schools
to be closed down; and

(iv) the measures that have been taken either to
open them again or to take maximum use of
the resources available in the said schools?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sjeui @)FFewudE plelliimyr?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

Will he inform this House of the -

(@)

(b)

(M)

(i)
(iif)

number of Municipal Councils, Urban
Councils and Pradeshiya Sabhas in Sri
Lanka, separately;

the total number of employees serving in
those institutions at present; and

the total amount of money spent by the
Government to maintain those employees,
annually?

Will he also inform this House -

)

the number of posts of Mayor, Chairman
and Councillor in all of the above-
mentioned local government bodies at
present, separately;

(iif)

(iv)

©

(ii)

98

the total monthly allowance paid to a
councillor in a Municipal Council, Urban
Council and Pradeshiya Sabha, separately;

the total expenditure incurred by the
Government for all councillors of the local
government bodies monthly and annually,
separately; and

whether speedy action would be taken to
repeal the amendment that deprived the
field officers in the public sector including
the Samurdhi Development Officers and
Agriculture Research and Production
Assistants of the opportunity they enjoyed
of contesting the Local Government
Elections representing the Division they
served in?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation:
(a)  Is she aware that -

(i) Ratnapura, Udawalawe Reservoir has dried
up due to the recent drought;

(i) the farmers and wild animals in the area
suffered greatly due to lack of water, as a
result; and
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(iii) the said reservoir has
overfilled due to siltation?

(b)  Will she inform this House -

()  whether steps are taken to remove the silt in
the Udawalawe Reservoir;

been heavily

(i) the amount expected to be allocated for that;
and

(iii) the date on which the desilting operations
will commence?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of sales outlets set up by the
Spices and Allied Products Marketing
Board;

(if) the areas where such sales outlets have
been set up;
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(iii)  whether steps would be taken to set up new
sales outlets in future;

(iv) if so, the areas where such new stalls are
expected to be set up; and

(v) the annual income of the Board at present?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms:

(a) Isheaware -

(1) that the maximum penalty that can be
imposed under the Penal Code of Sri Lanka
is the death penalty; and

(i) that the death penalty is not currently
implemented?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the gallows have been repaired by
providing the ropes and other materials
necessary for execution;

(i) if so, the amount of money spent thereon;
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(iii) whether steps have been taken to recruit
persons for the post of executioner;

(iv) whether impediments are there against the
implementation of execution; and

(v) if'so, the aforesaid constraints;
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.
The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Urban Development and Housing for report.

@O0 QNGBS

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

508 8ped BBw gom 1 988uxs BIO.

BID005T 838D ®IOe® v ewmY®um
CluesnTaeflsdr sugPial’ L 6D FL L eLpevid
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT BILL

@¢d2) &0 Bwded Hewiww Bwdwm @&
B)TewTLIT1D 10BN F5LL_6WET UTF 5 LILIL LT/

Order for Second Reading read.

® BBt (30086) B8 E e@BwsIm Swmo

(orenryflg L ssrent (uThld) sl LNCrwgrwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@01 DONIWROB, Wiz, €& WOEH W oS
0BACHIID® g@IR@ eONeD, "vm emYOum 12T
@D 06 Budw gnw" 8 ® ewddnmn S5 o.

B0 BOINEDROA, a8 a¢ Emed o® BEae &xie
BOBOD Demediny Ostery . »OY @dEedd
80D BBsws 988ux AHBOO Beadm Bw a8 ®
BDcw g WO eODW O DEIeECIB R GO,

S 808G O RE.
afleorir sT(RIEHMILDLILIGILIDD S
Question proposed.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B¢ gac®» B, ©S Bmo OBTOE 6B Caess
3 ©BnBe.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.)
Harini Amarasuriya. You have 10 minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Piyal Nishantha De
Silva. You have 20 minutes.
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(wrevrfl@ Gupdsefler LNrdld sallFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma. You have four
minutes.

@G DE gRVBeBI® dwm
(wreryll@ Leve HpaniGLEL)
(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)
Sir, I had six minutes.
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(oressryfl@ & wdhsellsr Lrdls saillsreri ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Because of the delay in the morning, time has been
reduced and you have four minutes now.

[e.20. 2.07]
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(wreryll@ Leve HamiGlLEL)
(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)
Okay, Sir.
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(oreryflg Gussallsr Lrds sallareri ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have been given two minutes extra
from the time allotted to the Hon. Piyal Nishantha De
Silva.

@G BEHE gevBesd® dnm
(wrewrfl@ Levelv amriGLIHLD)
(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)
Thank you very much, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)
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(orevwr i@ Gusseaflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Niroshan Perera. You have six minutes.

[e.20. 2.16]

®0 Beddes? euedd dwmo

(wrenryflg BICrTagsr QuGryT)

(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga.
You have 15 minutes.



157 2024 48 04 158

[g.690. 2.22]

@G e8¢ NBICR® OV

(omevsrLll@ Csallbg) @ LWLTTgIBIs)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)

©0] Bewdss m0m ©0sdnd®s, amdaeesi® &g
B¢ o v emYOun BEIE mTi€n DOV end &
B8, 20l 0® EEe®sined 83 Ovsm Bewddnwsy
38580030, DoROBET WD ®OEm OB Bws
0T D HYEDS, 0O ¥ D B WIBIHO.

8¢ DBIm0BT BOIC OIOed® sm emY®en BDigwd
988u WS Beams. Sgwd, ged dod Bewed gidsisme
gy o aBowlo 8¢ mEmPe® 0wddrznd 0nd B¢
WO, @BEn § Comn D¢EIC v ewIYdun BDocwd
oYy Bue®nB. Jmooswsy e® 0ed BEAC cTBcmH@
805y o ¢ 80 Ay B8ug »® cB-wSWo BOB BB
emYduns, Sn. Sgwd, 8mdig Gt wmw BEODIWI T
e emY@un 8D1cwd B0 Bwdni.

©0 Bewi®s m0m wwrsBnd®s, o@mwale e® HeBw?
O BOcmewsy 808 Bee vede?den® BFTHO,
O BOCmewsy ©©d odm  8Ee®@sndd  dxlesd
Reo@Ocerd S, BB sy evemsis 98 D&,
& Beo 48 00 sy dWem® Im o @ eI dvx
BaEoe Bostes’? ©8Ee®sined ouimds, OWFOCsY
225eceomyd. AEHT®, @¢ O5IfocsTed »8m 8End.
»8m» Ci8Ened 28e¢rnd orier’. wmy emyluns
eOmEDs D OB e¢sies’ O dum 5O, endy 200
80 @ BWO ¥ Aoy BB 0@ OW™WO g &
eedme BwEdw 0 eedslery mnw;, ¢gFHOO. &
208Ee@BInDO HDY 3.8, WL, GSHC ots SHBIB
@ cuecd ¢md s emYPsnE eWBWHW WO & O
@® ©w¥edd wimddh WmIBT® gud M8 O oGO
Bedme? IO dynows Beadmd 50O, &dd
B 8D mS onE 0@m w®OH WOvEIH YOO ox’. &
Comn BEEAC vd ¢Dd RB-WHOE Dag BDag WS, GO
BosIs Bedsmy »ogs 00 »Ped »IsI® &), ©OOH
BOOsI B ¢ &B?

o6, 98Bl @SS Pwmr (BEO ww 88

®EDoIm @i @)

(oreryflg  wadlbhs wrefr - swWHESTL  WHMID

QuBHCHTL L& 9&5S56HTLH6L HeLDFFIT)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Agriculture

and Plantation Industries)

OO Bewd®s mdm 0nisBn®B, soy emg®sy 8o
BBe® E» Bl wosTes ¢pedfd 0r0edl8. & wew vfs
00 ded® sOFOHD. OO A0 Bug vwe Bewdsmae
OB DNBDEGIT 8O eDZD. [Asdr HE@H] OO exfe
nem dEfed® »e8 Duvedy, @eds osFsvedns
OO0 Om 0® 8 Brlg mosiesy. [ir HE@] Sen®
RO 38 BB nBewsy BIO ¢dens BIWL.

8e®0, vy emYdu »weBed 98w oL Bwo
0@ BOD1. 00 vy eWYPLS BHNCOD 9BID ALNW®OS
1. [D0@r HE@2] & Ben Sgen @0edned gty dcEs
O, BN By o¥nd Bewo 02008, ¥y emm™mS
2D@BmO0 yYImO s Bedmdr. ¢dms mHO BDrcwd »O
25 dmn OO YOOI HO Bedmd.

®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you, Hon. Minister. Hon.
Cumaratunga, please continue with your speech.
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Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi. You have
13 minutes.
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Next, the Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle.
You have nine minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney-at-
Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney-at-
Law)
Sir, I would like to give a few minutes to the Hon.
(Dr.)) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle from the time

allotted to me so that she would have more time.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Already, the balance of the Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha
Prishanthi's time too had been allotted to her.

@0 (eeDexs) 3888 yrmuleyded @vdws
(osu swrdd)  (Hows)
LT esTmhgIL|6iT@6r)
(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle)
©De® IBE, ©d #OBARBEO. VIRBwed Iz
RS @ 00xedsy A 80 B8Eacd row RBILO e
DO,

(orevorLyifl@, FHHTagef]

enedme ey @008, mITHB ©¢sizN® dmn @D
5O8 Bric-Boem ostes’. & e¢sizn dmn @D Brig-Boes
0B5IDem0 & 8HE @B 00mD. & Dred® & ¢cidsTed
3BNODB eI BIEO®B, ©2eW® BmE OER. Pl
88w BOm 58, V® eDEEDO & ¢® IEHD Gl
QOB D18ys wEE @05y WwosTm. ¢d®® & wE8
@by eviB. SBC B8no wedd oxfesy mwi &
8800 com Big-Bden OTDIEOS ®BIDsT  @®»
yoieasy Bwe e¢emEEoI® 9 mmm Dol edEs Brie-
BSen 05350 2@ T Désy wwes edE BwE ©© Sddie
DOBO.

208 u05pedd DB BB a8 ©d wImda.
Hw D08 00 alyed 83m IO WEIHO ¢LimsDTe.
DNB, @00 08Eed®sindm & B0 D&d ImDBY
IO OHVRB nE DB B Y& Bw 88 E1ewedisn
@0, 8O D& Coss g@imsdBwsy 83w @ynB Bwo a8
DT OHD. Sevd® Hegwns O OO Homd
Brig-Boem GBwm osis 3odsy ed8 BwEr © Snroo.

8 Ded® g8 o8 uvmy omglunm wmid Wosim »O
go» €D oy Hew. 8Eedxn OxIFO8weried
wowew Omn 00E yhurBen wigd. dodvewsi® ©®



169 2024 48 04 170

O WO oY, ged Jed mIm ywdBew wicoed
19932 20. & mstmn yrdBewsy O msimn ¢BB0:8m®
G030 BBOO 5 08w eOROD WsImo »EJOR
o ®»OBTHY ewddsn §ew. mYn, ¥PSIO BBewsy BE®
dces Byeed . & Bwo & »moimn »8Hedsy
DRty 0000 gedwuw 9d0 WmoomIm Cr@eed
. & Ded® D8z D6 e onim, wBIHOBY
0OACHIOO BEacd yRuBen wesiny. »H@s, & wewo
PR Craeads nwl. F amd »O8 wistmo yhuBes
eI @Bl -208Ee0sin ©53508wrTed weescwd- WwBwid
CiRews. Dom ©uI0 Ow, dodvewrsi® eme®
8d0demEed gwdiledd wey Sess®zm document Smzt
base moevm OB WsImN, €O WOEH o S
BOICHBIO®  g@imsoer ©® @WOgsm 8 w»og.
Beodvewsi® ged s gPwmsnde oy 00 Onx
DO Ao, 998w I ¢@ivened oFHORSw,
2Bedm oFwOnBw e WeFtHs® yiem vvwewrdews 6y
Bewe oo, 88007y 05IF08vrTed wowes Ofm
Omn @D ©® yBunBe werim. & Ded® Omwsy
SBsied dmows @dfeE mBedhm ©YWewdds 8w
yBe0ey D ¢BIvN, 0® eDNEDsY. DordvewsI® Gl
0O Swegsics BB 0® ¢duted 8 48 88w mosim
Q5.

28 yo» e 8= Vedoed 0O yBHuHBw wigds. 8O o
OB O BOIm®, 0] Bewd®s m0m wnisBn®B. sgd
o@D Peoed "amyvmnsmd ®ww LB, ¥ & o
BedmS I wrtesy mywi. 0@ yRsTRed 0B o@D
Yoed "9b38» wdICHBIDO wH 9B dfiw ByEBe".
®® Hovy 88wO O WSWO OO Ew 9E® Oeen’
@05 0. lolo em0ns 20530 drewsy
08CosO ey B0 OO eyey edsIm g8, god
Ced BIDND eDMEDEY GrewddmIs OB, e D=
888e oy ¢Dod g @D sEewsy pass out eOHBE.
OB, &I poadsmned cud® yowddm asfesy oy @wd
ABwDm»O BBEE & dBw@d mOsTey yovs DOBDY,
s8w0w BE@rews WO . €8T, DBImNOBT ¥ B
goemde 8B8Eae @m gldFvem ®0Om  wwed
eeBndas Boy 88w, ndies GOeDEO dBwr mOID
gDos DOBXD W ©¢BIm Qensi®m &0y gdm®
®sedty - day-care centres - @GBm WO ®OGH
DO 5O e¥eB. Vevw® Yo HORB qud ded 7&dm
008056 @B WO yOOs ediery. & Dr1ed®,
DBI0D  @8SHmOw Drnews’ BB Hoews »HOB
DI gl wdICOIDO Eedsier’. dewn®
IO 2EE®Os Daews’ yovw ©n wensIm BLR
Pognr eahewnd DO a¢ Bedm @8Sm yduos OFm
COOEOE @d <O, ®Ed YOHIDDw 8¢ OmD @8
¢BDo. g0 FDo gd® WS OB WBWD EesIesy
. w0, 008 yhoFBed nHTIOB efed Hood
"65@0e8 BT OD 8w BICHBIOD". &8 3:1 v Swo
QABBIBE OB WD WO, @IS OB D WO,
GE® ad@um O WS WO, & Dred® Bdds O W
WO, ®OOB o@D, "uBwdwe @y s
DEOIWMCTme". 8OB o@D Poeod "Boem ©Red
B0 OD". ¥ & o> BEBS mEr. DB 6@
Poed "gi¥Bw, w®w Y §0®Bd MG yedaw" Bwem O®.
682 &8 subtitles ©»Swd "@HBw G yedaw", "w®w wy
0Fwd" D Bedmd. Sgwd, HINB oFrvn
WHednws n08 08 yBunts, "BB-3018 ©8sIDG On BeHO
8 yoedaOed Benes". Sond® Hoews HOB mImded

gl e el Ded® ed ®OEAMBO §©d
COBD yoosy edries’). gD o@D »e&8 "vwiy
€Ow BEAe Sods gdmdw wudm 0", 0® nE ¢ udn
DBTNOBIed @y edm gdanme @B ®sImdsied
20 SICHCEO @00 Beadmh. e® edEed ©®
©® mdemw Sedvewsy On WOBTH V. 0@ yHuFBw
eI, BB-88 vt ged wewcs Om Omn Do
»Ogn BB BEICO »sIm, €@ WOYH o s
©8ODCOBIOO @@ ® HSwWO ged M BT8R0,
o5 @@usn®wdn, & D1ed® g@imscaed eCHORBw
R OnBued mbwe OEOCLO Yod nBw ye mSHDo.
I g0 em® eI AWBwW.

Se»d, @® wewr a8 Bwomad e vwesim dvy. @®
yBFB G 010 yHuBed Bednm) eddE ewmegIed 8ig
DO O omd B®», s @B» wv &8s ®ED
SCH®W werdm dvn. I wewm wemEde ecsimd
28Ee®sTn OFO3uried wowew ©em® Bws I ®
DD 00 Onx ®OsID .

0 80 D& D WOV DEIee0IE D) eDBTesT B,
©0 Bewdes m0m nsBnd®B. q¢ a8 w®dn mdnsiesy
950 YOBEE voymE. B® w® @il BPend w6 BIHO
B8OOI wewy, DTINOTTed ¢BRBHO o8
RBO wewn gdas smvE. o®en endd ICecs i
wde efFend, wwdey mCem . E» a8
dedvews’ O ®OTD d5Y. 0@ 80 HET W WIY
8@ ONFOGEY Bndr, ©dwo BIO ©wOITAD  ww
DEEED OB Dd O BB 0@ vmd nE
B BwEr. OB B8 0100 0®@8 vy ®sImd,
®0 Bur 08mw @ddwr ®mOTD), OVAON ®»OTD), eed
OCBm00 D18 WO 9 e@I00 wydn’, demd S
005Dy yOOsY evig w@sw BEGimw BRI wewr »OB
e® umn edsies’. wedmIBed WNFO® efOE Own
WO WO ©COE ©OmE WO WBIM-ZI B
B 005E 208 0 88 O »OTD Aoy & wewo
2ol ImEB VOO VY. god B&ised aImdl, gender
minorities. &, ®9s3 oy ©S. g0 D eOm»E WO
. Bed emnesn DHEDO Bedmdl. ©lyudes
gldocwesl 98w ©wOWOE gueimD Ded® O
VOV GoND B0 QuecmHd. & BeERHTO® ©®
0@l Byewrinewsy S0 el ¥ DOBDWH &8
®eBIm A5y D€ Bwwd Sla ey wosimded godwf®d
0N EDTY, ®BIDD BOICH;IBIDO eDRed, WsImDed
988 a@rnone eDRNEDsT eesN 9500 yoBRBB sy e
008 omn WO yodsl. sWe-due ocwBsy
@00 BwEeern OO dmn 0D o® o mO BT
B8RO ©od wnd ©sg =085, I wecvo @cdas
28Be0Ined OIFOBwsied wotsesn R & el O ©®
Om DOm0, GO @R EDST IO OO HOBID YOO Bws
s&mien a8 G 8 Bedmdl. ®0 ¢gOHC WICH C {53
©0T 885pedd OBPcdd BB Ood &nde
g Wo8w, ©8Eed®rin ©FOBwsied wewced 8Baeg
OO O Bed evedde ¥ BnBw ye OBy
® Bod 0Om .

@0 Beadts w0 891sBn®)

(wressryfl @ &woseller Lrdls sallarari ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna. You
have 10 minutes.
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eR® gdEd I 28 BEACD RIND EBRdTH
DD, ®T; Bewdsw 0D ©8InBDOA.

OFBO ewibBed "g®@" ®»OW™Ned ocim YW
Be®or Bedmdr, "ecimw ©dAstest Boed B
BowOE 0@®ews’ ©ww ©ded BE 08" Bwcs. @w
BOICOIDO, @RI wOHICHIOVE Bwexm On» Jewmz’y
510188 eOmD. ged 6ed 1w BdICHTID® WBwBwd ®J
-c0 &y 00 SNIBBR®0 Bed ©0ecdBw EnBe
5300 9130 @ e O BIHD0. & Dr1ed® EEed®xsin
OBOBusied wowced wweBnde yfIewmd oxf
OY508wsl BwEeesnds, & Dred® g3, ®sImdsT ®o
B-08000 B8R @Bm aldFWven O® ©wWed
0sBnBa Om mEm gRe®Ice OBBe y¥d I
DSOS Ood eredds @® eDEeD Hye ®F BIH .
e®ime, ®® YDrweBs ovd BIHD BIDCHBIOOD
Do 5y emyP@unm 9l O v® yedaws v B®
8@TVewsy. DY, wWdICHWOO Bustesl yod
©ma0. ©88ACHBIOe Bwm O ane g-o BBvwxd
BedmrDr. Sodsensi® @880 ©SComzIde, m&mD
©8ACHBIDO, wsBw Daewsy BOICHBIOV, 0d@ICH O
BOICHBIOO wy 2ES® Dnews’ BOICHIO® @B
EWECTID BN 0® v BE EOBID @® Bwy WIS B
@050 O dw gm0 SO BB BB & ¢BHOo.

e® smest G DD, CEDAW o2 ©dwr G o5
s aB8B5Y 688300 01 Be® D O. WA, ged Sed
CEDAVW &z 2cisiom oznmd & oedlm cimfss 0
ostes’ emew®¢ Bem Om BEICD @ud OEEOS
Beadmn. 19812 dmw ey CEDAW om 0® smm ngsd
ewd BoodOm 6 osimn yoost »O, I» e® Jed
DBIDOBT GRS OB WO BU@ 53500 D B @y T’
9360 ® ¢B5rdn. Sedversi® e® smn n€s 1900m
©®8Bw - Convention 190 - dcd®m w3 wsisy @sd
DB eI O I® @m D1RPEB e,

o®ime, D0 Je® 8gdry BwE amded Howo Dgmr
OB 8 acfes Omd. & neg 08 Jded osim
Eovmens’ Brewrd 525 s0e D2 »BI®Ds 0® Sed
$ES®BO wm S OB HBWORS Beadmd. Semsy
2§0® 88w WOBE DR @F BB, ®I Bewdss
IO BIBBROB, IOy BEICD “Hfdm owmadeny
000 o BEO 9m® Dreow. YB3 00 OEON
Beadmrydn, dm Bot®@m 0dsles’ RO Grwenm®@ DM ¢
Beco. & 883ecdd S u@@8 mOmdr 5O & Bumd
90® B BwE. Sgwd, VOYNEOTOBw of BBO
O ©1eOT® W WIY Ben OO & o 8Besd »D wosTesy
0. Y, O3 90 wRABw WICeOW ©» SO @
B,

O Bewdds mom ©8nBnds, e® sm emydseny
aInEOnd Berdds BBuws Omn o gud. & wewo
®® owldrn BBovww @8usx wom. 33 dDoriBewsy
26O, "w® D35 @ dBwo wewo WY wo
yoBWsY gBn0 B DB CA E® nYHS BIO wews BB

o Boo@le wseaddn BBO, ydsAdme BIL" Bam
cedoxtBe Omn 0mD »O® owmed. o®mwe ®0
OBOGE @8 WOmD VY mo, s ewdedy,
euednlEm owdedsy O8O emndens, w®ed w®»d
BIOCE sImdsT Cremd WCRHO wy Gwd af)
ednmw A 8O 8¢dm DO, o BOAE O Ox¥m gud
0® so REBT BBO6 yBuwem CH ecmd BHO @
D¢ @m0,

@D weeaddme HOwd 27 89ed, 15 80 17 ¢afon
ed€ 90 W0, "emBusy wud S8BT ¢ofceE OB 5O
D® aDes 02290 Yo em0dunry wwd B8sY Bdeww
WO CAID 888 wasImDsY 88ICH IOV wwows DIz §
ODBOVBIDE 2ewBTEB MO GBS P Bws) emdes
e WO 5O g8 Bwo @ EwWIBBD WO,

© deRn 000 vm eWYOBD BERITRDW WOB) ECH
oG 8Olerd, ad@ceE e @moewddme WmOsIeny
e DDy s BEIED s 88 yBwicn 8z o8
BB, don® erndeens SO emm»g wsiensy Bwm
Om BEICD ¢80 00D ¢ edmDr. e®ime, 9BIned
Om Om a0YeE O O MBIORY BBy Beamds. &8
aEim, @8 Og® 9198 @dceC BPem YcE axtBe0
emerde Bod Bweer. afwm ©08wd Bg® Qs
o5y A8 »FFOeE @B 00 Beadmd. & B
D5Im05Y 8dIVewsy 88J0n a@d@cec e amdas
B8O BnOen emmB® 09 PEWIEHW WOBID Gewar,
Fod 2080 00O ¢SresIm 008, & B @55 @®
8.0l ¢ HAED Db @ PO OO ewddrNdR »Swd
988us ®OmID.

80 a®n0D, YD @8SHO wdICHTOTHE do¥.
Fqwed guno8n D Bedsier’ dm». @dlm danewsy
DBIOW BEICHBIOE Beadmdr 50, g B ©»®
38530 ©dICHBTTeOmD. Dodversi® gd8mD guEddd
D5Im0 BDo8wo 988ed grNdE8n8; vHeE ngwsy
9880d grNoR8nB; w@ve PE gENOTEHE. OO Bewn
5300 88O Qwm O B0 OB BEeden wmed
WO, @ ¢88m DRews! 88ACHITTeDHD BHO s v®
3BsI® @o8HE Buxy Om ©0 @@ eDEed Bemd.
Bodsewrsi® 0® um emg@un REBT IO B O
20D DY, ©@15Bw Dnews’ ©BdACHTeDD
POy O Bosimny dvn. ONE, 00 @ESHO
0dICHBIeO® 3D 00 smy ewmyduver nEeTO
Bearslery emmmg Bwesm Om B8O @80 ydmwmd
Beamdr. 9 B & maden 0@ s emYPBHO HRED
OB B OF ewddnn »SHDo.

D8I @d@BICH D DICHITIDO o god »SJYed
005 BBw ¢ ewldrn BBvws 928ex mer. S,
DBIOBIO BEIT BOED BB BE BV 25m emID
ClRT SOKTO gw laEH®D wIICHIO
Bedmd ¢ Becy qud ygdvrex ©n 0dmd. gwed
QEIFO®™OD O & P BE omMBDON
08 emwur, 8yduo® emBR, #1wd yBeudsers BB
DO 8¢ 00D ¢ Bum 010G0 ¢ud Bedmd. &
D0F® B PBBBIS BE DD WO BeId®dg, g I
BB 2D vmy BEICO ey owddzn ooy dn
Bodmrydag Bwem mden ©0ITRewssy §ud ©Kduc®m
20@um0d Bedmb. & Bw 00 oewddmn B»OH,



173 2024 48 04 174

edaCBA®O ®BImD BEICH; IO wewr SO
yedaw®w B0 00 um ewIPemO HFBED WOTID
Bweo.

GBs¥ BODr Dred BEary ©®IDD, 8Ee®HDO Dred®
5B BSOS qocd omIN0W @R @0 BT
ednmEy Drews’ BdICHTIO® yLud Bus O O® e®
0D OnE »OTID Vv, & Ded® a8 ¢Bmrds, god
535005 0298 OO Ve v OB, J¥ed ewded
O8Y0 BOw o 8B8Em @ eas® wmed 0O
Bedsiesy 88857 88xY 838xY cecen wme mOy BB
CoGORsY Bum Om. & Beso a1 ® m5IDEE mosdmd0 glass
ceiling O BedmrDr. mImDBIO @ ® dBw@DE 9ved
@Y 8O BedmDs. & Bes 9535000 Bedz & D
901 WOy, 923wl wrlm ¢d@s DOBDD ® uvmn T
GIDO® @B  edm»D  »O, mEImD W@ e
8OO B8R 005, & wewr 0@ Jed wdun o
eudde nEO wy ve ©wv OB BEO DI
08ACOIBO gmed mosIm By Bwe @8 owdssn
DOBOa.

Sedsewsy e® mdemes 0O Onx HOTD Ao YD
B8O Beso® o ® GsnmHORY m5Im0sY Db 9RO
e OB Beadmdr. & B & wewo D5 yBses) emewr
eml 8o ger Bem 9, den® FHO §wd DEeH®
@® @80 0 IO PO e® nEs wwe WO
@c5YD) Ay B 48 ewidsn .

2022 o8sw oFemr, DFOBHNEOCEO D ©xf
@ wmersy B8wwd 60 9rTesy ®sImdsT.

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wrsBn®r

(omrewrLll@ Gussefler Lrdls sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.

®0 @6IB € @8 Bedosisy DnySw

(oreryllg (Hmwgl) Crradled] grf all Ggargerr)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

©® Wbwmes B ©od mND gdwsi WSO, O
Bowrdes w0 ©9rsBnOB.

D8RO oems, gavBIEE BI00
08ACOBIDE Bedmdr. Oy 5Dy 988ewsy erImda.
DY gdvsmIewrs’ HOICOHBIYE IO 95y ©BEd
Poed oL Becy ommme wdFvomem WO
Beariery Bes) Om OO 0® wnieds’ y&s ®mOmd. & Bwe
©8OICHBIeDD WsIded 928 ©®OHO @dans YBWILH
o DO 80 g6 BOICHTIOTHO OB O WoSwwns
91360 ©® ¢Bmda.

& D10d® @8 0® mdemw s8Eed®sinedd E8xY Bno®
BemDs. IO o B-8018 98D BO 0D Yay
a0 Do wmed MOBTD B OO 30 Dm0 ewdlsn
DO, & RE ®ImNd e® Ced wESmwd fwm WS
OB YOO ®O e 8wwd 52 00D ®sIHod
2OD® WO IO G8SWmB evd) DHYTesT EEWNIOE
Buem O B8RO ¢u0 yEm e Beamo.

& Ded® ged Jed sDA®m gm® B BB, edug
288 88ac BB, 90® 8Eac BB o a8 m»Sr »osim
R, @0 BREB WIBITNOD eDBmWeED HCROW BLW
e O 0® s REBT dw DEIDOD ©edrd & o
@I -2D@S RN W @LBIH- Bwo OO 9EEH0o.

DIl @dwd D1ed® wRwdwd o &8
G WO oy, @8 wng e0mD, VSHB ¢ sl
¢8I0 eBwdem DD EGR @I WO BHOO B8EAcH.
I 000® 0¥el. YT ©0 ydm W BedmrDo, WsIH0
Bowo OBBE mBBE odB d¥ed grwnmOE, eved®Em
BDHOE 08m D@ Bedmrydrg BwEr. O 0ew®
OB WOey. ©® EDHEMD WO edNedsy S
oo 00 Bedmdig Bwm oemeds a8 Dwueg® Eo
@¢BIBO gD@SE.

AB DD 6y WBIOBIed ¢0OB BwE wuizy €
QdR® OsELY gm® dend. Sedvewrs Dnmoed
¢OO5Y BuE ov¥m 20 dm® VuEGm Beadm O a8
ST, N8, Thed yd8Be o Bestmw »H>HYE.
OO BuE w BONC BLmOE OO 10D, How 0D
0. BT e »F WS nE Dol BB
01> 8 Dods gD 0w WOTD 5. Fwed O
508 g0 dodn OBOw edE dens.

@080 Dnewsy ®® B, BT 0
BOCOIOOBET  @m0ddD  JOWO N BND,
eCI®®O gnoneE W BeEr. DY Lo B
SO 25350 ©OVCOTOTHO 0B svym ens SO
B8ENCD OO 530D DD ©I BBNIBBR®D, 8Ee®sIn
OY5O8wsTed ©owewd, gredm adeen DO ©HIDD
@®a0D® Wi BRBW e W0,

O® 08 eDEIED ©® C;mLE On DO A, e
8sed @CIm Ao 58Ee®Ined OIBOTwsTed tewew
88T 61D, F 05IFOBwsy eDMEDsY $5Icw ym® Y
©® 0ed #5i¢ WwMWBsIO OO e® eDEIEDE EMIcdW YM®
0 B3, e@ime, e®enm BCEHO WS OB D BY e
ecwn 8Ee0sIned O5IFO8wrled wowis Omn @D
©@® JO0 cwie OB WD C@en Bewo. e@ume, ¢
535000 0@ REBT BOICH BT HO §DEND e,
28 O WOy gl ww eweddsn wmed WO, o® Bvmy
emY®un 0D WO OB WOYH WO O, Im» ©®
Ced mBIDDE eDMEDE WOB wWwvss e¢wr O Onx
»O8sY, 0 0® @DEFND o 8O v VNSO BB
0083 ® Bwd 0DmD1, ©C; Bewdts 0% @wisBn®A.

®0] Bendss 0% 811 Bn®)

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallgFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is Hon.(Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene.
You have 13 minutes.

Order, please! Before she starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon.(Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna to the
Chair?

©C BBt 885pedd DB Gcdd Buriduw

(wresryfl  FlLgsremtl (Spwd) uvalsrrCsal eusitef

&)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney-at-

Law)

®0 Bewdss m0m ©pnBn®B, "od edd8h »®8
Beddnm O5ignde ¢ Yewme on gno' 8 09
@weIBBD OB,

gama S8z &Y, ews 0@z Ses.
aflsorr BB HBLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLiLIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.



175 208Ee®5Ind 176

NGO @0 Bewles 0w @sSn® Geremewssy
90 HowsY, o eoffH @8 Sodornm OwSws
Boes2390;8) Ses.

YSHTLIMS, LOTHTLILONG GepshHaiaar LTSl SallFmeni yeuidssir
ysBrrFarsslatlsarg ysCa, wrarys (Blmwsl) Crramief]
GLomi] flGEISeT YeuiHeT GHEWVWLD UBIEGHTT H6N.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) ROHINI KUMARI
WIJERATHNA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff)

Madam, I am going to wind up now. Please Give me
one more minute.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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I am going to wind up now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. M.S. Thowfeek. You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren. You have six
minutes.
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(wressryfl@ (SevTHE) FGresr rmaseussr)
(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.

OO Y0306 TGS

(LomessTL LG HEWEVEHLGTHRIGL 2 MLILNETT By6uTd6i)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. State Minister.

@0 (80008w) ggedsy Coesdsy Owmo

(oressryfl@ (HTHF) FBredr Fmaseusir)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)
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[4.20 p.m.]

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orerfl@ (B0THF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, first of all, I must
congratulate the Women Parliamentarians’ Caucus
consisting of the Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini
Fernadopulle, the Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala and
yourself, ~Madam, for initiating this Women
Empowerment Bill. This has been discussed for a long
period of time and I am glad that it is finally going to be
made into a law in this country.

Madam, I want to just pick one matter coming under
this piece of legislation. That is, equal access in terms of
menstrual products for young women, particularly school
girls. You know that there is a concept called "horizontal
inequality". Horizontal inequality means that if you
belong to a particular group and by actions of the
Government - | am talking about this in terms of public
finance, budgetary allocations and what the Government
spends on public goods - if you do not have adequate or
equal access to services, then you can classify that
situation as being horizontally unequal or horizontal
inequity. Throughout the day, we have been hearing in
this Parliament about women empowerment. Even though
women comprise 52 per cent of our population, Madam,
only 5 per cent of the Members in this House are women
including you, Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna.
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So, when a matter is discussed here, obviously, you all
have a little bargaining power; men always have their
way.

Then, if we take gender equal budgeting, I must say
that the Women Parliamentarians’ Caucus has been
pushing for that agenda since this Parliament was elected
in 2020. That Caucus, I must mention, has also been
supported by the NDI, the Westminster Foundation for
Democracy, the Advocata Institute, the Centre for Poverty
Analysis, Verite Research and others, who came before it
on multiple occasions, and has been talking about and
making aware, particularly the male Members, about the
need to address the issue of period poverty. It is well
known that more than 50 per cent of women in this
country are not able to spend adequate amounts monthly
on menstrual products. What this means is that many
young girls who go to school otherwise stay at home on
such days because they do not have access to these
products. As a father, I know this. My daughter always
tells me, “Thaththa, you do not understand what it means
to be a woman. You do not bleed.” I say, “Okay, I
understand.” This is a conversation I have had with my
daughter ever since she was 11 or 12 years of age. Over
the years, I have come to realize how it has affected them.
Like the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne said earlier, you do
not choose to be a man or a woman.

In this situation, lack of access to menstrual products
has become a huge problem to some women in the
society.

Madam, I articulate once again the issue I raised
ecarlier, that there is horizontal inequality across the
gender. If you are a woman, you are subjected to this
horizontal inequality among women, within the gender
also. Some women who are wealthy do not have a
problem, but those who are not, do have a problem with
regard to having access to these products. So, in fact, [ am
trying to tell my daughter and all other daughters of all
fathers in this country that this Parliament is finally trying
to address that issue. I want to tell my daughter that I have
not failed her and the millions of other daughters. While it
is a fact that my daughter is not going to avail herself of
this subsidy provided by the State, for anyone who wishes
to avail themselves of this subsidy, I wish to say that
finally, it is actually happening.

Now that the Hon. Minister of Education is also
approaching his seat, I must bring to his attention that the
first proposal made to this House was to consider
providing vouchers for menstruating, school-going young
women to buy menstrual products on the condition that it
has to be decided upon by themselves and their parents
whether they want to avail themselves of that voucher or
not. On that condition, we proposed a certain budget. We
said, “Look, this is what it would cost the Government to
ensure that every school-going, young woman is able to
overcome period poverty because the Government and
this Parliament, by far controlled by men, have now taken
the decision to consider the plight of those young
women.” Therefore, we, as the Committee on Public

Finance - my Colleague the Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan is
also here - proposed to this House that a voucher be
provided to them. The original estimate was about Rs. 11
billion based on the calculations we had made.
Subsequently, after many discussions in the Committee
on Public Finance, in the Women Parliamentarians’
Caucus and with the staff concerned of the Hon. Ministry
of Education, the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of
Finance, the Hon. Minister of Education has allocated Rs.
1 billion starting from this week to provide vouchers for
800,000 school-going women.

I applaud you, Hon. Minister. That is something which
should have happened long years back, but it is finally
happening.

Madam, there is another issues I want to raise here.
The UNICEF and others have calculated that the average
length of a menstrual period of a woman is about four-and
-a-half days and the number of sanitary pads required per
day is four. That means, the total number of sanitary pads
required per cycle is about 18 and the average price of a
sanitary pad is about Rs. 18.75. Hon. Minister, I looked
at the calculation you have made. You are going to
allocate Rs. 150 for a packet of sanitary napkins. I surfed
on the Internet to see what brands you could buy at Rs.
150. We understand that only 4 per cent of sanitary
napkins are imported and 96 per cent are made locally.
One company owns a 76 per cent market share and the
other company has a market share of 20 per cent. If you
look at the average prices of sanitary napkins - I do not
want to read the brand names - the lowest is Rs. 219 for a
packet of 10 napkins. Then, other brands cost Rs. 315, Rs.
439, Rs. 300, Rs. 425, Rs. 420, Rs. 425 et cetera. So, you
are going to allocate only Rs. 150 per month per school
girl. T found that there is one particular brand you could
buy for Rs. 150, but that packet has only eight sanitary
pads. Eight sanitary pads are not enough. According to
health professionals, Hon. Minister, a women needs 15 to
16 sanitary pads per cycle, which means you have to give
at least Rs. 337.50 per girl child per month. So, if you
calculate that amount assuming there are 1,234,651 young
girls of school-going age between grade 6 and 13, you
will find that you need to provide Rs. 5 billion per year
for that project. You also can do the calculation and it will
come to about Rs. 5 billion. Then, assuming there are
only six more months remaining in this year, you have to
provide half that amount, which means two-and-a-half
billion rupees. Hon. Minister, you have already allocated
Rs. 1 billion. So, for the remaining six months, you are
short of another one-and-a-half billion rupees. Suppose
you are going to give the voucher to only 800,000 young
school girls as opposed to the 1.2 million who are there,
then you are short of about Rs. 620 million .

Hon. Minister, my point is, do not start the programme
by giving it to just 800,000 school girls. You say that you
are going to focus on schools in difficult and rural areas.
But, my suggestion is this, Hon. Minister. There are
school-going, young women in Obeysekarapura and
Bandaranayakapura in my area, Kotte, too, who cannot
afford to buy such products. So, it does not have to be
only school girls in rural areas; it does not have to be only
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those in remote areas. It could also be those in the cities;
it could also be those in Colombo 05 or Mattakkuliya. So,
what I am saying is, do not do it like that. My proposal is
to give them a voucher. The school teacher can make that
decision and tell the school girls, “Here is the letter. You
can take it to your parents.” Then, the parents could reply
saying, “Yes, we want the voucher for our daughter.” If
they want the voucher, give them the voucher. If you have
only 1.2 million school girls of that age, let us say only 50
per cent of them face period poverty. Then, you are going
to need only 600,000 vouchers. So, let the mother decide,
let the girl child decide whether the voucher is needed or
not; you do not decide that, Hon. Minister. So, that way,
there would be a fairer and equitable distribution of those
vouchers as opposed to the Minister, the chairman of the
committee or somebody else deciding on that. Therefore,
my point is, let us do it in the right way; let us not fail. If
you start giving a voucher, from which the number of
pads that could be bought would not be enough for a
month, then they would be disappointed with this whole
programme. If they would be disappointed with the whole
programme, then it would fail. Therefore, it would be
better to give a voucher adequate enough to buy the
required number of pads for a month, at least, to a smaller
number of school girls. Eight pads per month is not
enoughe for them. I, as a father, know that eight pads a
month is not enough for them. I have no problem with
talking about this.

O RN BTG nBes

(oreTLll@ SeMVMWLSTERIGL 2 MILILNeTT Sj6uTss)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Your time is over, Hon. Member. Please wind up.

@6 (99008 w) & ¢ 8BS Owmo
(oreryllg (HevrHd)) anias & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Within a minute, I will finish.

I have no problem with talking about this. As I said
earlier, my daughter told me, “Thaththa, you do not know
about menstruating. You try going through it!" So, I know
how difficult it is for them.

We are happy about the implementation of this
programme. I understand that its launch is going to take
place at the Janadhipathi Balika Vidyalaya, Kotte, my
own Electorate. Unfortunately, even though I am the
person who submitted that proposal to this House, I have
not been invited to its launch. That is okay; it does not
matter as long as the programme goes through. I
congratulate and encourage you, Hon. Minister.

® BBt (30086) 8E e@BwsIm Swmo
(wressryll@ #LLggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCrogmwbHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
You have to join them.

@G (80028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(orenr Ll (He0THF) aniay & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I do not need to join them. How can I? I am not a
woman; I am a man.

@0 BBt (00:80) 98E eg@Bwsinm Swvwmo
(wresryfl@ FULSgrent (seurBld)) &dlsv LNCToMwbHS)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
That is why we are inviting you.

@G (82028) w8 ¢ BFDr Owmmo

(oressrfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

They are inviting only women. I am the one who
fought for it. I fought for it and will continue to fight for
it.

@G BBk (390086) 138E 0g@BwsIm Swmo
(wrevrfl@ FULSgremt] (evrBlgdl) sdlsv LNCrwgmwhs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
You can improve it.

@G (890283) w8y ¢ BFDr ®wmo

(oressrfl@ (STHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I will certainly improve it in the future because in the
next six months, we will take office. Our Leader, the Hon.
Sajith Premadasa, is the one who talked about this in 2019
when many of you all - I am not saying that you did, Hon.
Minister - laughed at it. Many women laughed at it; some
so-called "actresses" came on television and laughed at it.
They called the Hon. Sajith Premadasa “Pad Man”; they
called him "Pad Man". There is no problem with being
called “Pad Man”. We are proud that he was called “Pad
Man” because it was his idea that you all are finally
implementing. Also, let us celebrate this Bill, which you
have really been responsible for bringing in, Madam
Chair.

There is one last point I want to mention here. That is,
a 51.6 per cent effective tax is charged on imported raw
materials. Only 4 per cent of the sanitary pads needed are
imported and you import the raw materials needed to
make them locally. Those raw materials are taxable. If
you look at the data furnished by the Committee on
Public Finance, you will see that you collect a miniscule
amount by taxing the raw materials needed for sanitary
napkins. So, give it up.

Let us get rid of the 51.6 per cent effective tax on raw
materials imported to make sanitary napkins because,
according to the Ministry of Finance, only Rs. 37 million
was collected from that. So, what is the point in having
that?

®©O §Roes500) OGBS

(oTeT L@ VMBS THIGL 2 MILILNGSTT SjeuiTdsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@G (80028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo

(oresrfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
I will in one minute, Madam.

The last point I am going to make is that there are also
- maybe, you need to consider that - what are called

reusable fabric sanitary napkins. It is being championed
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by no less a person than Selyna Peiris of the "Selyn
Foundation" under the flagship of #BleedGood. We all
participated in its presentation. So, probably, there are
other alternatives - reusable fabric menstrual products - to
disposable pads, which you can also look at.

In conclusion, I would like to say that we are happy,
for my daughter and all the other daughters in this
country, about the implementation of this programme and
their fathers are standing up today to support the Women
Empowerment Bill. It is a proud day for me and all the
fathers who are here. Let us hope that this would only be
a start and that we would build on this, ensuring that there
would be a day when there would not be a need for
discussion on women’s empowerment anymore because
every woman in this country would be empowered.

Thank you very much.

DO YR30 OGS

(LomessTL 0@ SEDEVHLOGTHIGLD 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uT&H6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Standing Committee), read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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DO YR30 OGS

(LomessTL 0@ SEMVMLOGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uT&6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO HOBROB, & ewEEsO cuEdd®dE0 wrm
@@ 0wl PO Bedmoe?

@0 BBeg (300280) y38E eyg@Lwsin Swmo

(oreryflg FlLssrent (seuTHld) sdsd NG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

DEONDC T 0EDed® cwuEdd® Beadmd . Sowms’y
9ee0w0 1Im JOOTT. BB eB OO Buriny Bedsien’.

s E®eszd 8, ests e3®8» Ses.
aflsorir B sLILIL (B) 67Dy CIsmeTemLiIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

20880827290 3O ammcd ¢. wi. 5.040, 2024 28 05 o
D¢a¢o &. wa. 9.30 O e & Foddeo.

ooy L. 1. 5.04 wenfisg Limpmepwsiim, 2024 567’7 05,
rygevraspenwn wp.ct. 9.30 wentlsusny pb8lswaudsiin L g .

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.04 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Wednesday, 05th June, 2024.
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SINGAKKULIYA DEVALAYA, WENNAPPUWA:
CANCELLATION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

2094/2024
®S Beddesy esedcr ®wmo
(wrenrflg BGrTagsr QuGryT)
(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
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Sjeui @)dFFemuis@ plaliimrr?
(@) @)erCmsv, syevr?

asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the General Assembly of
Singakkuliya Devalaya, Wennappuwa was
convened on 25.02.2024 for an election and
later it was cancelled;
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(b)

©

(i1)
(iif)

(iv)

whether a court order has been issued for
the annulment of the General Assembly;
whether the Commissioner of Buddhist
Affairs or any other officer has issued a
letter informing him to cancel the aforesaid
General Assembly; and

if so, whether the letter would be produced?

Will he also inform this House -

(M)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

whether he is aware that the members have
been enrolled for Singakkuliya Devalaya
by charging membership fees;

whether objections have been raised by the
members of the aforesaid devalaya, against
the cancellation of the General Assembly;

if so, whether it is accepted that the human
rights and rights of the members of the
aforesaid devalaya have been violated due
to the cancellation of the General
Assembly; and

if so, the steps taken to rectify the situation?

If not, why?

@G 8g6 Sp@rmwm Bwmo (AL, odm 6w

230882282 OGD) 3 @)
(wrewrfl@ allgim all&ESrwprdss - LdhSFTFesr, Fww HMID

HOTEFTT EYIGUVHET HEHLOFFIT)

(The

Hon.

Vidura Wickramanayaka - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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(g0

®
(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

(@)
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(iii)
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SL_L_6®enF

@) opymLwLBSD.

(@)

(b)

©

*

)
(i)
(i)

(iv)

@
(i)
(iif)

(iv)

Yes.
No.

The Divisional Secretary of Dankotuwa had
been informed to temporarily suspend the
General Assembly, which was to be held on
25.02.2024, by letter No. DNK/SWD/1/
OTHER/20/01 dated 22.02.2024 of the
Secretary of the Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka until 19.03.2024
when the investigation related to the
complaint would be held.

Yes. Given in Annex*.

Do not know.

Yes.

The General Assembly had been cancelled
according to order of the Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka.

The Singakkuliya Aiyyanayaka Devalaya is
not a devalaya controlled under Section 4/1
of the Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance,
No. 19 of 1931 and the elections for such
devalaya are not being conducted by the
Department of Buddhist Affairs. A
controlling board is appointed under
intervention of the Divisional Secretary in
regard of such devalayas. Accordingly,
further actions should be taken.

Not relevant.

* gedmmied md ¢o.
BTETIsDVIIGED 606U IHBLILIL (HIETEN .

* Placed in the Library.
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