312 92 woedw - 11 0 wmRosw 2024 98 140 gwuc g
Qareg 312 - @ev. 11 2024 G 14, QFsueumiisalpenLo
Volume 312 - No. 11 Tuesday, 14th May, 2024

S)EEe®riny Bae

(0 FeD)
LTI T ERHLo6STD a6 TS mIdks e
(amedrami’)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D15

B BTT Y Mdens
OFFICIAL REPORT

(ge@idn» B8oun /Uewy Slpssiiu_rsg /Uncorrected)






85I EO® I WS €R

Hedem:
OB ed sndme [Bo© 1627]

B0 mnBBBDSBIed D&md [B5D 1628]
350086 cBed®m WCH e Dlmo [B5© 1630]
GooB2m ¢BwBeH 20 5w Dolmo [B5© 1631]
BRDHOEO D18 B8y [Bor 1632-1662]

es0d®E®D g ® 8ed®xT gy yadmre:
2022 48 ®woews? ©wd Bmw =»C @B SFesy
Acuy [B6® 1665]

8 o GYg mRse RE 8 § B De®D sy eyl
88E v ememn gmnd; BEACO WmO€n @8R
gdas BYedn 988uxsl BB wew O Sods mEm
e300
e e BB® [BcD 1668]

8 emed ¢& Orfconiven HIFOw B 08z
80BsTesie wsls ewiws N B, deid 0 J wewo
o @ em3ImED, easmBm» i SgmEEm»
Bwo@bn 8D ewows NBO weworl; wemony
Bweo®bn BB Hwdd 580 8BEIed
3dBeens BBO wewrt 05 Seds O®m 6wID:
s e BBS [B5D 1669]

DEDDe® @wdsrnd:
Spuce ww seEBmwe gnd £86 won 8c®ws
Bwot®@m BB [Bo 1674-1788]

Urgrer o_erarL_gsaL0

N HIINTEED o
FUTHTWSTG! Frermieny [u: 1627]

seurdsmisuTeni 9 Fluguilers gnlsens [L: 1628]

IDWIHFFTT Y CTFemerd @ yPEemsassr [L: 1630]

SieopaFrir Guphurieneud @ Msensser [L: 1631]

aflarréaEns @ euriicpe aflent_ser [Li: 1632-1662]

Sestl yMallSsH6 cpev aflerr:

2022 wewevd@l  Ulesterm  euypmisLLL L WGILITEST
o flwmigser [L: 1665]

Bevnienss sLHUriiled Blaiphs Bluy, Lwiosr wHmib
erseuilyey Guirer g alw siiuseflsir afludgidassr
QaTLiuTs QY rmilhg Caemmawrer allsliLemrosemerd
FwitnMiugnarer C%Ma@wp:

&mev BigLiy [u: 1668]

Bvmiewasullsy Apauisailesr Gurarsdlsenw yFsrSa
BSGTDST eTeTLg OsTLILY gy rmilusHEio,
gsueurprullest g FoubswrTs  CuHOsTeTem
Ceuasrigw @Gmidlw &rev, OGS Srev WHMID [HessrL_
&MV BLaUGEHmBEGT OSTL ML) g rmileusnEip,
SOLIWITETEI STENTLILL L L 6UIHsEmand SIfls
wres  CFwpu@sgieug OCsrLifle Cuhurieneu
CFiieugn @ Lomer GEM @ wp:

&rev Higliy [u: 1669]

@sSlemeuiyr LGyyen e

@CraISEGHI  UVVSEMSGHD  RewL G BlIrhsT
Guri PinisssHms I pvL®BSHev [L: 1674-1788]

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Speaker's Certificate [Col. 1627]

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT [Col. 1628]

MINISTERIAL ~ CONSULTATIVE ~ COMMITTEE
REPORTS [Col. 1630]

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS
[Col. 1631]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Cols. 1632-1662]

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Liquor Licences Issued After July, 2022 [Col. 1665]

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE INTO AND
TO MAKE SUITABLE RECOMMENDATIONS
RELATING TO THE DISASTERS CAUSED BY
NEW DIAMOND AND X-PRESS PEAR VESSELS
IN THE MARITIME ZONE OF SRI LANKA:
Extension of Time [Col. 1668]

SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO WHETHER
THE CHILD MALNUTRITION ISSUE IN SRI
LANKA IS AGGRAVATING AND TO IDENTIFY
SHORT-TERM, MEDIUM-TERM AND LONG-
TERM MEASURES TO BE TAKEN IN THAT
REGARD AS WELL AS TO OVERSEE THE
SPEEDY IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
IDENTIFIED MEASURES:

Extension of Time [Col. 1669]

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Implementation of Permanent Ceasefire between
Israel and Palestine [Cols. 1674-1788]






1627

35Ee®s53nd
LIT T T(@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2024 8,8 1402 gewwc;Os¢
2024 Guw 14, Glrsieumiisslpsniw
Tuesday, 14th May, 2024

83.92. 9.300 ©:88e®x99d ded Bes.
D50 BHH [0S @BsTe s aedDERD Dwvmn]
80832530068 Bes.

urgrepeTmd 1p.u. 9.30 wewlldh @ gniqwig).
FUTHTWST HeuisHer [oresrylg wanlbs wriiur HCueuiger]
BHEMEVEDLD UH BT 6.
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asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and

Social Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of early childhood development
centres currently functioning in Sri Lanka;

(i) out of them, the number of -centres
registered with the Government;

(iii)  whether pre-schools are allowed to function
sans being registered with the Government;

(iv)  whether there is a mechanism to oversee the
pre-schools; and

(v) the basic requirements that need to be
fulfilled in order to manage a pre-school?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:

(a)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the number of hospitals in Sri Lanka which
belong to the Central Government,
provincial councils and the private sector,
separately;

(i) the number of beds in those hospitals; and

(iii) the number of beds in the emergency
treatment units established in the hospitals
under the Central Government and those
under the provincial councils?

(b)  Will he also inform this House o f-

(i) the number of registered doctors in Sri
Lanka ;

(i) the number of male nursing officers and
female nursing officers serving at present,
separately;

(iii) the number of other employees other than
doctors and nurses serving at Government
hospitals, separately according to each post;
and

(iv)  the doctor-patient ratio and patient-bed ratio
that exist in Sri Lanka by now, separately?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the reasons for the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation to be involved in Future
Security Transactions (Hedging
Agreements);

the financial institutions with which the
Corporation conducted Future Security
Transactions from 2010 to date, in relation
to each year, separately;

the profit made/loss incurred out of the
Future Security Transactions conducted
during the aforementioned period, in
relation to each year, separately; and

the officers/ persons who represented the
Corporation at those Transactions?

1648

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether the losses incurred by the Future
Security Transactions have had an impact
on the current fuel price hikes;

(ii) if so, the steps that have been taken to
cushion that impact; and

(iii) whether arrangements would be made to

enter into Future Security Transactions in

future too, which would potentially incur

such losses?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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seflsseilurs eui GoIUGeurym?

(=) 9|6LVGI BB TTF LI,
YWlsemasuil_tiue s Aneut  gegllrGuirs

QuIredlFT(Hd% G

SH6iT QIS TL_TLITEST HT6Y 6T 2_6TEM6IT6UT 6TEITLIENS
ujib;

(i) oCwefled, Cuhig FHAmeui e llrGuirsn
SH6IledT 6TeOTems bemds u(HL_The LqLiLien L _uilsd
6THS6MGOTENILISTTLIEN S LD;

(i) sLbs @rewsr® eupL STEVLILGSUNL Fmieui
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V)  Amisui gegilrGuirsnbiser GgrLiievTsr B,

BITUTHS SIS BIGDENS sellriugnaTs
TOSSLILBILD  BL6UIgHeDBBET  WTemeuG wiesr
LISDS IL|LD;

Sjeui @M Geurym?

@) @)Cne, arer?

asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and

Social Empowerment:

(a)  Will he state, separately -

(1) the number of child abuse cases pending in
the Magistrates' Courts and High Courts of
Sri Lanka;

(if) the aforesaid number, as per each district
based on the time classification of 2,4, 6, 8
and 10 years from the commencement of
the trial,

(iii)  the number of child abuse complaints made
to the Sri Lanka Police or the National
Child Protection Authority from the year
2020 to date but not proceeded with legal
action, as per each district; and

(iv) the number of children who have got
sexually abused as a result of child abuse
incidents from 2018 to 2022, on a gender-
based analysis?

(b)  Will he also state -

(i) whether data is available relating to child
abuse cases not reported to the police or the
Authority;

(i) if so, the number of aforesaid child abuse
cases, annually;

(iii)  whether it is accepted that the number of
child abuse cases has gradually increased
over the past two years;

(iv) if so, the reasons thereof; and

(v) the measures that are being taken to avoid
delays in providing justice pertaining to
child abuse cases?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

®S; B 3OTOB @G- PHISes
(wressryfl@ (HBHw) HaT FeiTwed GrrdBian)
(The Hon.(Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe)
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6 DDCOEw 160 199 195 184 52
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8 O=te) 301 416 388 315 103
9 Blolafcla%tal 366 392 395 393 83
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11 ©5Y5%06® 67 89 56 50 15
12 DB w@d 92 119 81 65 25
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17 B en®cwe 120 173 156 133 50
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LARGE-SCALE POWER GENERATION PROJECTS TO BE
IMPLEMENTED IN 2024: DETAILS

465/2024

8. 5 9dBm vBcem vz (0o 88 DisTmrdess®
®wm edmDO)
(orenrflg  ysdls
LOTETTIGILIHLD FTTLITS)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon. Ajith
Mannapperuma)
BeBAC 0 OB g1 n@ensy g yame - (1):
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2 $@aAssiul_Rster  uriflweralleomss  sug)
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Ui @)dFFewLid@ Mlalliiumyr?
(%) @erGpev, srsir?

asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of large-scale power generation
projects that have been proposed to be
implemented in Sri Lanka in the year 2024;

(ii)
(iif)

the names of the above projects;

the number of units of electricity these
projects are expected to add to the National
Grid; and

the impact made on the tariff of a unit of
electricity by renewable energy projects?

(b) Ifnot, why?

(iv)
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(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
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LANDS OWNED BY LAND REFORM COMMISSION:

MONARAGALA DISTRICT
1243/2024
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(The Hon.

Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.

Kumarasiri Rathnayaka)
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(i) srewll o mFlseT SuPBISLILIL THIsTOT & TEUwsT)
HEhEHG THTHTVSBD 2 MISBemar euLpnI&aisbDn
HTEUT BL_6)IqHem a6 GLonelsTeTariLBLoT,
STETLIENS Sjaui (B)FFenLid@ plaillimyr?
(@) @sr@Gmev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Tourism and Lands:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the extent of land owned by the Land
Reform Commission in Monaragala
District;

(i) the extent of land which has been
distributed among the people, out of
aforesaid lands; and

(iii)) the extent of land mentioned in (ii) above,
separately according to each Divisional
Secretary's Division?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether deeds have been granted for the
lands distributed among the people so far;

(i1) if so, the number of deeds that have been
granted to the residents and cultivators from
the year 2021 to date and the respective
extent of land, separately as per each year;
and

(iii)  whether arrangements will be made to grant
deeds in the future for the lands for which
deeds have not been granted?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@G BBt (400086) 8E 0@LwsIm Swmo

(wrewr @ FLSgremt] (SevrBld) dlev LG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of buildings rented by the
Ceylon Electricity Board for establishing its
regional offices and other purposes of the
Board;

(if)  separately, the total amount of rent that has
been paid so far for aforementioned
buildings in each year from the year 2015;

(iii)  whether he admits that the buildings should
not be taken on rent at massive amounts
when the CEB incurs losses as such; and

(iv) the measures that will be taken in order to
control the said situation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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2015 207,915,606.00
2016 236,616,663.00
2017 280,394,274.00
2018 339,904,918.00
2019 350,255,317.00
2020 386,751,215.00
2021 440,899,755.00
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Hon. Speaker, for the foregoing reasons and since
there is the second Nakba now taking place particularly in
the Rafah Region of the Gaza Strip, this Parliament urges
the international community, through all means available,
be it the UN General Assembly, the Security Council, the
International Court of Justice or the International
Criminal Court, to forthwith ensure a permanent
ceasefire, punish the perpetrators as war criminals and
guarantee the setting up of an independent, sovereign
Palestine.

Having said that, Sir, let me say that right now, in
various parts of the world, protests are taking place
against Israeli attacks on Palestine. It is very evident that
encampments are being set up in US universities and that
universities in various other parts of the world, too, are
now rising up against what is happening in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory. We must understand that with the
progeny of the Holocaust, many Jews are now taking part
in these protests against the Israeli Government, calling
upon the Israeli Government to bring this horrendous war
to an end. But, the entire world seems toothless when it
comes to Israel.

The founding ideology of the ethnonational Jewish
State contained a few Palestinians and they would have
ideally wanted no Palestinians to exist within the Israeli
Territory. But, the fact remains that there is the Gaza Strip
now, there is the West Bank, there is East Jerusalem and
that there is also quite a number - almost 30 per cent - of
Arabs living within the State of Israel apart from the West
Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights.

Therefore, Sir, it is now time for us to call this to a
halt. In this regard, it is important for us to realize the
whole attempt by Prime Minister Netanyahu with his
original pledge that he will free the hostages. None of us
want the hostages to be harmed and all the peace-loving
people in the world want all those hostages to be released.
We make that appeal to Hamas, to see that they are
released unharmed. But, unfortunately, there may be a
few, who would have already met with their deaths. Then,
recently, the Egyptian negotiators, along with the Qatari
negotiators, came to negotiate with Hamas and the Israeli
demand to release all the hostages, both civilian and
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military hostages - was placed before them. The Israelis
did not expect Hamas to accept that condition. But, with
Hamas having accepted that condition, Israel has now
gone back on it. What does it show? It shows that it has
never been the intention of the current Israeli
administration to free the hostages. They want to finally
sacrifice their hostages and eliminate the entire civilian
population from the Gaza Strip. This is an unfolding
genocide and this has to be called into question.
Therefore, we see that the hostages are simply a
sideshow.

By yesterday, even the Egyptian Government has
publicly announced that they will support the South
African demand to haul up the Israeli Government. That
is, for the case before the ICJ, the Egyptians will also start
supporting. It is unfortunate that many countries in the
region still maintain diplomatic relations with Israel
despite the fact that such atrocities are taking place.
Therefore, in the name of humanity, we are requesting
that even we take a bold stand against what is happening
today in Gaza.

Sir, the Hon. State Minister of Foreign Affairs is here.
The other day during a Parliamentary debate, I heard him
bragging about the achievement of the President. What is
the achievement? He said, "We have balanced the Israelis
and the Iranians. We got the Iranian President to come
here and also sent our naval forces to the Red Sea". What
a shame, Hon. State Minister of Foreign Affairs! You
claim that this is one of the biggest achievements in your
Foreign Policy. What a shame! Then, you collected
money from poor civilians all over our country - from
various mosques, schools and various others - for the
people in Gaza and are now posing for photographs.
There are some shameless Parliamentarians also going
and posing with them. Some of our Parliamentarians are
also seen posing for photographs, handing over this
money. So, what is your President doing? He is rocking
the cradle while pinching the baby! That is what he is
doing by going and supporting the American request. We
have become virtual slaves to the US.

This "bear-hug diplomacy" - that is what they call it -
by President Biden is the main cause for this. They are
giving the Israelis bombs; they are giving 2,000-pound
bombs to bomb the entire Gaza Strip, whereas the entire
Democratic Party or a vast majority of them are against
the military assistance that is being given to this genocidal
Israeli administration.

®G; ®0m NeEde Bwm (Bede W»OGH Coss
3@ ®o)

(wrewryfl@g  STrEs  urev@Gfw -  GeuaflBTL L gieusvas6iT
@I TR ThI% HeHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Foreign
Affairs)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. State Minister, you can reply later; you will have

your time.

What I am doing is, I am calling into question your
justification and bragging about this whole concept. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Speaker, I have very limited time.
Sir, I am also taking the time allotted to the Hon. Seyed
Ali Zahir Moulana. Please add that time as well to my
time.

I know that the Hon. State Minister is very restless
when we try to point out his

[Scoesmed e 888 9o oz GE.]
[ydBlrnFers si 1_swarLing ysmmLLL (Blersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

attitude towards this imperialist US administration and
the Israelis. Then, what about your Minister of Labour
and Foreign Employment? He is sending poor Sri Lankan
workers to Isracl. To do what? To work in the Israeli
farms, to fill the vacancies created by the poor Gaza
civilians! Israel chase the Gaza people out, deprive their
livelihood, kill them in thousands - they kill children,
women and old people - and since vacancies have been
created in those farms due to that, you send our poor Sri
Lankan workers there! Because of the economic plight
your Government has pushed this country into, there are
no other means for our people also and there are people
who are willing to go and work there. & B
ey o¥md; @ geeomyy aCcd osImd, ©d;
DNBNBDROB. [ 5@z

OO DOIBTIBHR o

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Hakeem, the Hon. State Minister wants to reply
now.

©C BB 5G5S wBO wmo

(oressTyfl@ L Sgrewt peylt an&id)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I will add up that time, do not worry.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Hakeem, let him give a short reply. Hon. State
Minister, you go ahead.

®S 506 DoeyBw Swmo
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. State Minister, you go ahead and reply.

@S D6 DB Swmo

(oressyll@ STrHeS LTeL@: )

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Sir, first of all, I regret the attitude of the Hon.
Member. I think he is also misrepresenting what I stated. I
stated that we took part in the Combined Maritime Forces
because it is in our interest. Though the Hon. Member
wants to cut all ties with Israel, we, as Government, have
to look at Sri Lanka’s interests. That does not mean we
would abandon the people of Palestine. I think the Hon.
Member is extremely jealous of the the Foreign Policy we
adopt and the good links the President and we have with
all the countries. So, I am very sorry that the Hon.
Member feels that way.

OO QBB

(omessTLyfl@ FUTHTWSETS|6uTH6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. State Minister took one-and-a-half minutes
and I will add it to your time, Hon. Hakeem.

©G BBk 5G5S v BRSO Owmo
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, one has to sing for his supper, is that not so? You
see, as the State Minister of Foreign Affairs, he has to
sing for his supper. The President is the provider.
Therefore, he has to sing his praises. So, we do
understand that. - [Interruption.] There is no problem,
Hon. State Minster.

Then, those monies collected to be given to the people
of Gaza had also been collected by the poor people of our
country and you go and pose for photographs handing
over that money. That is not the issue. If you really want
to help the poor Gaza people, call for action against Israel
in the International Criminal Court; support the cause of
the South African Government. &35, emizie emEsY Buwo
e OB WOm» s zwnemesd, the South African
President and the Brazilian President! They are the
leaders! You know that the entire Third World is against
this horrible crime that is being committed.

Sir, this is white supremacism and settler colonialism
that is taking place; it is a settler colonialist, white
supremacist project to see that the entire Middle East is
always kept in turmoil. They are the people who killed all
those poor Jews in hundreds of thousands. Not only under
Hitler, but several years before Hitler, they started killing
Jews in their hundreds of thousands. All that was done by
the same white supremacists. Now, they want to wash off
all their sins and that is why they went and agreed to this
horrendous plan.

Now, Sir, look at the plan. When you look at these
documents I have here with me, you can see what has
happened to Israel. This document shows how Israel was
in 1917 and how the entire land area expanded by 1948.
Then,we can see how it further expanded by 1995 and
finally, their land area at present. After Trump’s
conceptual map, we see that the Palestinian Territory has
been shrunk to small pockets. The Palestinians have been
pushed into such desperation, but still, Israel keeps on
grabbing lands.

Sir, I am tabling* this Report titled "State of Palestine:
Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and the Occupied Syrian
Golan".

Sir, this is a document produced by the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
See how Israeli settlements are spread all over the

* gedmmed mds ¢o.
* BrsL Blewevi GBIV sweusisLILIL (Bersngy.
* Placed in the Library.
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Occupied Territories of Palestine. Having grabbed their
land and having killed 750,000 people way back in 1948,
Israel still continue to murder people in open daylight, in
front of the entire media of the world. And, when some
media start reporting that, they ban them from reporting;
Al Jazeera had been banned from reporting in the
Occupied Territories.

Sir, I must say that even the other States around the
war zone must also stand up and call the bluff. There is no
point in having diplomatic relations. They cite the
Abraham Accords and various other things and try to
somehow curry favour with the US imperialists because
they are also depending on them for some supplies. Then,
see how bravely the Iranians replied to Israel by sending
those missiles; they did not bother. dcwzmicewsy
@@ g 0y®s ece, Israel bombed the Iranian Embassy
in Syria; that was an invitation to war. The Iranians were
very strategic. The Iranian President and their military
officials retaliated so as to say, "We can strike you, Israel.
However much you try to have your own Iron Dome and
various other things, we have the power to strike you, if
we want to." They taught them a lesson. Thereafter, Israel
is now silent because they do not want a regional war. If a
regional war starts, then what happens?

See what is happening in Ukraine. Who started the
war? It was, again, Biden and his party. The entire US
administration has to be responsible for what is happening
to Ukrainians. They try to bring President Putin before the
International Criminal Court, but have no guts to question
Netanyahu; only President Putin is a war criminal. What
about Netanyahu? What is this double standard? That is
what we are asking.

Where is our President in this? I know he goes and
boxes in the international arena. Sometimes, he goes and
boxes beyond his weight. In the Climate Change Summit
and other places, he is able to box beyond his weight, but
when it comes to the Israelis, he acts "a ¢Bewd, ¢OF
8eonE." That is his role. But, that would not do. We must
appreciate our former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, who
was brave enough, whenever this issue came up, to
openly side with the Palestinians and who did not want to
mess around. Palestinians have named a street in Palestine
after him, in honour of what he did. President Premadasa
was also someone who was able to send back the Israeli
Interest Section from Sri Lanka. But, does this President
have guts to do so when such atrocities are taking place?
You just want to collect Muslim votes. Not only the
Muslims, but the entire Sinhala community, the right-
thinking people in this country, everybody is against what
is happening in Gaza. Also see what is happening in US
campuses, how the students are rising up against these
atrocities? They are questioning their own universities
and their funding arrangements.

Sir, in this situation, I earnestly call upon Parliament
to take this Adjournment Motion very seriously,
pressurizing our Government, our country to take a bold
stand, to call into question the actions of the Israeli

Government and even threaten - [ am not urging them to
do it right away - to withdraw diplomatic ties with them,
if they continue with these horrendous crimes in the
Occupied Territories of Palestine.

Thank you.

OO DOIBNBHD O
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar)
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""We are horrified at details emerging from mass graves
recently unearthed in the Gaza Strip. Over 390 bodies have been
discovered at Nasser and Al Shifa hospitals, including of women
and children, with many reportedly showing signs of torture and
summary executions, and potential instances of people buried
alive,' the experts said.

They noted that women, girls and children overall are among
those most exposed to danger in this conflict, and that as of 29
April 2024, of 34,488 Palestinians killed in Gaza,..."
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"...14,500 have been children and 9,500 women. Another
77,643 have reportedly been injured, of which 75% are estimated
to be females. Over 8,000 others are reported missing or under
the rubble - and the experts noted that at least half of them can be
assumed to be women and children. They also noted that an
estimated 63 women, including 37 mothers are being killed daily
and 17,000 Palestinian children are believed to have been
orphaned since the war on Gaza began."
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8 @0 Beanmda. It further states, I quote:

"1.7 million people are internally displaced, and 1.1. million
are projected to face catastrophic levels of food insecurity.
According to UN reports, a number of women and girls have also
been forcefully disappeared by the Israeli military since the
beginning of Israel’s onslaught........ "

"Israel must cease all hostilities..."
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Bmnoecowd.

"..and States must end the export of all weapons
immediately. These States can no longer ignore the fact that the
weapons are being used to kill and maim innocent women and
children. There can be no more excuses', the experts said."
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“A ceasefire will only be the start,” he said in the video,
cautioning that “it will be a long road back from the devastation
and trauma of this war”.
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He also stated, "As Guterres repeated his plea, Israeli forces
hit multiple points in Gaza, displacing anew hundreds of
thousands of refugees already fleeing the war. Israeli tanks rolled
into Jabalia..."
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"...while multiple strikes killed dozens of people in Beit
Lahiya in the north and Rafah in the south."
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(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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So, Hon. Deputy Speaker, we have always stood by
the two-state solution, with the State of Israel and the
State of Palestine coexisting as nation states peacefully
side by side. However, the present Israeli administration
has embarked on a process of State terrorism or State-
sponsored terrorism to vaporize the Palestinian people
from Mother Earth; ©cudBs @500 ©ds BBed®
cfwnen 0® Buit®m mdsiesy. That is the strategy of
the Israeli Government. Societies in the western world
including the United States and the United Kingdom
have, in no uncertain terms, unreservedly, condemned the
State-sponsored terrorist attacks of Israel against
Palestine. This is an attempt to annihilate Palestine. We
have to decide, are we, as Sri Lankans, going to be patient
observers of the State-sponsored terrorism of Israel or are
we going to take a proactive stand, walk the talk and do
something productive to establish permanent peace,
permanent reconciliation, permanent friendship and
brotherhood between Israel and Palestine? We have seen
throughout the years that there had been many an attempt
by policy-makers, decision-makers and leaders who have
been in their political extremes, in the name of peace,
reaching compromises, coming together and following the
middle path. That is how Anwar Sadat and Menachem
Begin arrived at peace; that is how Yitzhak Rabin and
Yasser Arafat compromised and came to an agreement.
But, unfortunately, extremists on both sides destroyed that
peace process.
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So, I propose that, today, the Sri Lankan Parliament
resolves unreservedly, without preconditions and
reservations, that this State-sponsored terrorism of Israel
must stop; the military aggression has to stop.
The terrible carnage that has been carried out and
the immense devastation caused are unbearable to us
all human beings. ged ©8Ee®sined Bug eirwed®
S>OBm ewdBz00% »Swd e BIGY
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members of the United Nations Security Council. ®w HBwsx
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Beasi®O ®zy. |urge the permanent members of the UN
Security Council to follow the highest principles of
ethics, morality, decency, humanitarianism, adhere to the
laudable principles of the international humanitarian law
and protect the Palestinian’s rights, to protect their right
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(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka - State Minister of Sports
and Youth Affairs)
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Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for the time allotted
for me to speak on this very important Adjournment
Motion that has been moved by the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. I
wish to approve of and support the sentiments expressed
by the Proposer and the Seconder of this Motion.

The situation that prevails in Palestine today is
horrible, a very serious issue and cannot be ignored by
any civilized country or people. Sir, while I speak on that
issue, I will also refer, later in my speech, to the
doublespeak and hypocrisy shown by the Members of this
House as they debated this issue. Much was said about the
hypocrisy of the West, the white supremacists and I
concur with those sentiments. The world is aghast at the
blatant hypocrisy that the western nations promote or pay
lip service to human rights, the international humanitarian
law, genocide, persecution and international crimes of
that nature. They are turning a blind eye, not only just

turning a blind eye but they are also supporting State
terrorism that is being prosecuted by the State of Israel on
the hapless people of Palestine.

The political situation of this issue is rather
complicated. As I said at the last Adjournment Motion on
this same subject debated in this House, I do not wish to
go into that aspect but only limit myself to the concern
for humanitarian issues. People are being killed on a mass
scale; a disproportionate number of children have died
already and women and children who have died account
for more than half the number of the dead. That
demonstrates the injustice of this whole operation.

It is also important to note that there is a complicit
arrangement between Hamas and the State of Israel,
much the same way the Easter Sunday bombings
happened in this country. It is always useful for leaders of
countries whose popularity is dipping to show an enemy
of the State and then become popular on that. This is the
most heinous way of remaining in power. We have seen
that happening in our country, too. But, what is
happening in Palestine is being exposed by the right-
thinking people in the western nations today, not only
those in the western nations, but also by the right-
thinking Jewish people. I have seen a video of a
Holocaust survivor who says, “Not in my name, not in
our name” and he explains how what is happening today
is very similar to what he and others had to undergo
under the Nazi regime. He cites similarities and says,
“How can I support this? This cannot be done in my
name." Yes, the Holocaust was a horrible thing that
happened to the Jews. But, what they are doing now to
the people in Palestine is exactly similar.

A lot of people even in this country choose to support
Israel and many of them belong to the Christian Church. I
can criticize this being a Christian myself. They
somehow think that since that is a Promised Land,
nobody else should live there. That is contrary to what
the scriptures of the Jews and the Christians say. There is
repeated exhortation in the Torah, the Holy Book of the
Jewish people, to treat the others well in their country, to
treat the aliens very well, reminding them that they
themselves were aliens in Egypt under bondage. I am not
suggesting that either the Palestinian people or the
Israelites are aliens in Palestine. No, that is not what I am
saying. What I am saying is, the exhortation to them is,
“Do not treat the others in the way you yourself were
treated. Remember how you struggled for your freedom.
Remember the injustices that were perpetrated on you
and do not repeat that on others”.

What is happening today is so sad that a race which
was almost annihilated - six million of them perished -
and which gave rise to the concept of genocide
themselves are now doing this to the others. This must
stop. And, we, so far away from that theatre, are
concerned and we must be concerned. That is not an
internal affair of Israel, as much as what happened in this
country is not an internal affair of Sri Lanka. When
international crimes are committed, it is an international
concern. We are hypocritical when we say what
happened in Sri Lanka is an internal matter for Sri Lanka,
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but what happens in Palestine is not an internal matter for
Israel. That is also a doublespeak I want to expose, not
only the doublespeak of the West.

Sir, I would like to refer to this particularly week. This
is the week in the month of May that we commemorate
the large scale of civilians who were slaughtered in
Mullivaikkal by State forces knowingly that there were
more than 400,000 people trapped in a war zone and
without any due regard for their lives or for their safety.
That is why we use the symbolism of “kanji” and we will
commemorate them through this week, solemnly
remembering what our people had to undergo under Sri
Lankan State terrorism that was unleashed on our people.
We have a right to commemorate that. The Israelites
themselves do something like this, eat the Passover meal.
They celebrate the Passover festival by eating unleavened
bread to remember that they had to hurriedly make “roti”
before the dough leavened and hurriedly leave Egypt
from bondage. They have done this for centuries, for
more than a millennium to remember that and as an oral
tradition, pass on the story to the future generations. And,
we will also do that; we are doing it. It is a solemn
occasion where we remember that our people, during
those days, could not even have access to “kanji”, so
desperate was the situation. Internationally a
commemoration has a very important place. To stop a
commemoration of that nature itself exposes the face of
the State. That is what happened two days ago in Sampur,
where a few women were commemorating this event by
cooking “kanji” and distributing it, remembering their
own dead in Mullivaikkal during those times. And, what
did the police do? The police got an order from the
Magistrate. I cannot even begin to wonder what that
Magistrate was doing giving such an order. But, the police
got an order. Then, later in the night, male police officers
went to that place. We saw video footages of those
females being dragged away, kicking and screaming, by
the police. All for what? For drinking “kanji” and for
remembering their dead just the same way this House is
expressing concern today over people being bombed in
Palestine. But, you all did it to our people and today, you
do not even allow us to remember that occasion in a
solemn way. So, what are your standards? Is this not
doublespeak? Is this not utter hypocrisy? You are so
concerned about the people of Palestine and so are we.
We stand in solidarity with the people of Palestine
because we know what it was to suffer at the hands of
State terrorist forces. We know it. So, we stand with them
in solidarity and we can speak about it.

It is a matter of regret that the Mover of this
Adjournment Motion, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem, was the
Minister of Justice who went to UN Human Rights
Council and defended the State of Sri Lanka. And today,
he is moving that Benjamin Netanyahu be tried before the
ICC. Why not President Mahinda Rajapaksa, why not
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and why not all those who
were in that chain of command who perpetrated that
violence, those genocidal acts and the persecution on our
people? You want Heads of State of other countries tried
before the ICC. The ICC is good for you also when it is
for the other person; international intervention is good for
you. You call for a UN intervention for the others, but not

for yourself. What happened here were Dblatant
international crimes. There is no clean war anywhere in
the world; no war is clean; no side wages war cleanly. In
such a context, when it has been revealed that violations
took place, that international crimes happened, let there
be an independent inquiry. For it to be an independent
inquiry, it must necessarily be international. This is the
reason why we are opposing any domestic mechanism
because a domestic mechanism would mean that one side,
one faction who fought the war is going to be sitting as
the judge and that is not independent. So, as we condemn
what is happening in Palestine right now, as we condemn
the State of Israel in committing acts of genocide on the
people of Palestine, we do so with a consciousness that
identical matters happened in our own country in this
month, this week 15 years ago. But, no one has been
taken to the ICC, no international prosecution has
happened. The Hon. Members from both sides keep
shouting saying, “Ours is an internal matter”, while
expressing concern about Palestine. How blind can you
be to your own hypocrisy? Wake up! If you are true to
what you are saying here today in the House, sign the
Rome Statute. If Netanyahu’s prosecution before the ICC
is good for you, sign the Rome Statute. Do not fear, if
your hands are clean, go before the International Criminal
Court, go before an international tribunal and show
yourself.

Thank you.
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this is how the international media reports this: “At least 21
people were killed during strikes in central Gaza.” ¢iz9 &8
©® m WITesy ¢d BBswmO gtfewFE 000D B8dBwnl
O, DO 8:8DmB B8PS BING BB WCwO o
D BB ©dxtmy aBBwexd myw The international media
further reported “In Rafah, witnesses reported intense air
strikes near the crossing with Egypt, and AFP images
showed smoke rising over the city.” ©®, ¢ded BEswem»O
9denEE) 00D ¥ PWBL DL OB BBBBIBS YD
WO1€R I CIZDY GITNO®D.

Ee®0, @® uyBw @i DD ecwr v Bwxda.
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Baess. “Israeli troops on Tuesday seized and closed the
Palestinian side of the Rafah crossing - through which all
fuel passes into Gaza - after ordering residents of eastern
Rafah to evacuate.” @Bz3, edewv® cHomd & D@
B8Eodg! vedBmed & yedwdco, evtdm - fuel - com
wsis Bednm EGm block moe @8 a8ed Gedsin 9
DITHE 57 ®OGH WO,

Sir, another news item reported "Israel's retaliatory
offensive has killed at least 34,971 people in Gaza, mostly
women and children, according to the territory's health
ministry." Sir, mind-boggling and hair-raising figures,
these are! Israel's offensive has killed at least 34,971
people and most of them are innocent women and
children. How long are we to tolerate this? How long are
we to look the other way when these things are
happening? And the saddest thing is, the moment the UN
Security Council takes a decision against Israel, America
vetoes it.

Now, I am going to refer to certain figures given by
the US State Department officials, in other words, almost
from the horse's mouth. It is no ordinary report, but a US

State Department report which stated, it was
reasonable to assess that Israel violated norms on
international law in using weapons from the US but it did
not find enough evidence to block shipments. The State
Department submitted its report two days after President
Joe Biden publicly threatened to withhold certain bombs
and artillery shells if Israel goes ahead with an all-out
assault on Rafah, where the UN said 1.4 million had been
sheltering." Good heavens! There, 1.4 million people
have been sheltering and Israel bombs that place. The
facts and figures are given by the US State Department,
but hurray, nothing happens.

Then, this is how it was reported by the media as to
how the UN Secretary-General himself referred to what is
happening in Gaza: "UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said on Friday that Gaza risked an epic
humanitarian disaster if Israel launched a full-scale
ground operation in Rafah". Sir, I repeat "Gaza risked an
epic humanitarian disaster". Who says this? The UN
Secretary-General. This was said a few days ago and
right now, I believe, the assault on Rafah continues. It is
shameful how one country can slaughter people with
impunity. The same media report further states, "In New
York, the UN General Assembly voted overwhelmingly
to grant the Palestinians additional rights in the global
body and backed their drive for full membership, vetoed
by Washington at the UN Security Council". These are
things, Sir, that happened just a few days ago.
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We all appreciate that there must be a two-State
solution to this problem. Why is it? That is because, at
every turn, it is the US Government which stands against
that. So, my humble plea and sincere wish is that before
long, this so-called international community, with or
without the backing of whoever it is, should come to
appreciate that two-State solution. ®® dEemedsin
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Next, the Hon. C.B. Rathnayake. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have
eight minutes.
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ceasefire, we want a ceasefire", let us be practical and at
least temporarily suspend our diplomatic ties with Israel
until a ceasefire is implemented.
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(oreryflg Gusseallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®G B8RS eBel8c ®vm
(woressryll@ g evmesr QuUGTyT)
(The Hon. Dilan Perera)
I am winding up, Sir,

Last but not least, Sir, let me table* a letter sent to me
as the General Secretary of the Sri Lanka-Palestine
Parliamentary Friendship Association by the Sri Lanka
Committee for Solidarity with Palestine signed by its Co-
Chairman, Mr. Bimal Rathnayake and General Secretary,
Mr. M. Fawzer Farook.

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera. You have 15
minutes.
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* Placed in the Library.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, when you
define "terrorism", it means killing the innocent to
achieve a political aim. Therefore, whether the cause for
terrorism is justifiable or not, we cannot justify terrorism
because innocent civilians are killed. Also we know that
terrorism is no more local or regional, but it is global and
transnational. Therefore, there has to be a concise and
concerted effort on the part of the international
community to address that menace.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Ishak Rahuman. You have fifteen
minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, some of the words you used in your
speech are unparliamentary. So, I ask those words to be
expunged from Hansard. Thank you.

Next, the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff. You have 15
minutes.

[L9.L1. 1.40]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Niroshan Perera. You
have six minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff to the Chair?
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(The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar - State Minister of
Education)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff do

now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. S.M.M. MUSZHAARAFF took the Chair.

[e.20. 1.56]

®0 Beddes? esedcr dwmo

(wrenryflg BCrTagsr QuGryT)

(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)

GRownGi®) ©C; OEROB, ac a8 o® Sdics WO®
@@ O 80 SHrwec-scEBds abpce gm wREen wo
@ 88 mED YRws DO 8ZOEBmBIW e BedmIDo.
©® @dRwd wiE Dwcd mwi. 8 o® o e®® O
00D eDOC 8 mew, 8w wmcwe Bheld SgreEwe
0w BREBD S0 and Bddise d¢ D100 8g @O
Beadmdr. dWenddd 7105 ¢ OCE § 9 ywidewsd
s & ywIdwd yBYwIdes ecw Bwec Sgrucs d8sT
@ Bow PROwms ®EI, IWO BHO {BIvH. ¢ O O
RBWenddE Tom ¢ B Bw ¥ &wwds Db cvd oema
™o Boed Bwe B88EE) Bedmdi. e Bded B¢ Bw
32,000 ygdocwes’ endsi mth €8 7,0000 D&d B
88wy Bedmdr Bw a¢ D580 Dulmm 0D Beadmd. a8
Sedvewsi® BEarImy dvy, @® adyiw arimdicers’ ewd
DEnDcewsY BeesTm Dy Bws Im.

& Beso w05y 86® BBy efesy BB, SedvewsI®
sCEBD® eDm® Grne ecn BEROT 9m® Deox
D0 0® gdENedE @ wews? WM. sEEBH® OB
Goessa ocwn 8895002 scEBmed wyw Sgprwced
0@y HPOBWHIO B 0508, @i BB
B0 VYBIO @iemrewsy & s econ’ 05 Bw »wi O©
@m0® Do eOmD. dFwr SBTed wedms 835 8O
86 WO NEOW, 8O ednsE® anesd® Beo & G
@¢® 8@ mewsy Bisme BEOO ¢¢ DO e H
0D Bedmd. & B dFwn HBsTed &eDmw@d
RPeasY BBCE 0@ ydmwd dugdn 0nd® 9m® Doy
DD 0® gdEIedE eBsID E¢EID ¢ud 8¢ e .

¢ vO0Bm @e mPeems 9® SyemB. ac OBemmo
©vosiesy D Budc e 881 a8 GERdBEsY Yo
OFC 0 »FFOBO ¥dd s808nmw edEI Bedmd. a8
amn, gowmed Embassy &m0 Sguace 8823 ywid 9EE
BE vy @ome OB Budc aned 8L tydEsY
Sl yBywd OGFE mOmdh. & Ben drlest HBsied
e.8mwny, NATO dmd, @cd oD dmn 0O vt
Boed @@ »dn BLmen O, O 9uimy 85E
goBusied @885 adfer mO), & @¢ nFFDG sy
860w OO ©uBdnmw BBO @m® Do Bwees a8
B 8REB Cinw E08n BB, & sedBnm
G0 KIS WOTes e, § seEBm dse oy
E@puEs @md §aded Bume mOsTes’ emewde, &
0Cwr 0@ BoWDEO ¢ dgeTesy Buw mdem dmfwnsy
SHBsTed @0 BOO »YTBEe gred wimds B3OS
9500 D1¢es eDH. & DHred® Sgrucwe wy go RS §od
CODE @m0 w®w Hhwms BBO wewr ed®ens HE oD
Bw Abraham Accords Bwz @omEsw @Oen ©ozy D0®
80TV B0 B0 RBe® D18 BEedexw @edescnd
@5 WO 9H® Do e .

w0 ©0] OTEROA, 88F 018wy wimmw O
O Dedd® g Bugermmed® gameE. J wew »d)
B0 Drews’ wEBed®InD nEH ¢ 988sy WS
Bedn 0® 0widzndd a8 swewdne ¢DmD. B ¢G0T
Ded®, IS YO @GIRWY wOITY oY
8300 gsted E8n @iomer 0 03O0 6wy BDGE
o208 gTed ®Oed® Diww BIOD D@3 DIOSEHS
8CED 2O 9® DO DD, 9 WS, OGRS Wo
e WD 8O 0Bm 0® adyce wy e Omw BHBO
®WEH @® Coess @cen wowEs On Swe® ewdw Gnd. &
Beg® wewo 0@ D08 BYSimw BIO wewo Oufesy
BTl 6300w DAY Bw D& BEeden Bwit®m
B @nB8. GEowsncid ©0 OIEROB, ecim 0N O
Bedversi® §10®8m0, §(8wd ¥ dnrw HRS e
CODE @0med o BHEeWINW &1 HwwOm O &
B8Eedew nE€sy I ydde B »0Y Bw yma »SSsy
®od mDND §dest HOm. EHBE.

O §Roe8500:8) OG0

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uiTdser)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka. You have
seven minutes.
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Next, the Hon. H.M.M. Harees. You have 28
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama to the Chair?
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(wressTyfl@ Holés QuBryT)

(The Hon. Dhammika Perera)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama
do now take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

5827 950 mo GE.

2 CLorBlE S
Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. S.M.M. MUSZHAARAFF left the Chair,
and THE HON. JAGATH SAMARAWICKRAMA took the Chair.
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(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHRIGD 2 M6 Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@O0 OwsIn wiznwm OBIEn®r. RINSD BB 6=
MEEH Bedm .

[3.26 p.m.]

@G OwrIm ewaznwm v

(orenryLll@ Wb SHFTHTLISS)

(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are debating the
Israel-Palestine war situation. Then, there is another war,
the Ukraine-Russia war. In this world today, we also see
trade wars or, in other words, cold wars, especially
between the United States and China. Trade sanctions are
also being imposed on certain countries which are having
dealings with Middle Eastern countries.

Sir, the idea of bringing in this Adjournment Motion
is to press upon the Government and the international
community to call for an immediate ceasefire between
Israel and Palestine because of the cost of human lives,
whether they are Israelis, Middle Easterners or
Palestinians. So, we cannot allow this war to continue in
this manner. Therefore, the idea of this Motion is to ask
the international community to get together and call for
an immediate ceasefire.
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Sir, the UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
released a statement this morning and I wish to quote
from it.

“The Security Council just approved a long-awaited resolution
on Gaza, demanding an immediate ceasefire, and the immediate and
unconditional release of all hostages.

This resolution must be implemented. Failure would be
unforgivable”.

As has been stated, Sir, there are tens and thousands of
internally displaced people - IDPs. There are over six
million Palestinians living as refugees in other countries.
What they are saying today is, “An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth”. However, this is not going to do any
good for world peace as the great Mahatma Gandhi once
said. He said, I quote:

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to
live forever. An eye for an eye will only make the whole world
blind”.

GeowzNnGie) ©0; OEROAB, as WG WO 0O
2DGed Sgue dved HP MO DM, dm Bwem
gedawd 0®sf moxtm, they are planning on further
escalation of the war in Rafah. Over 1.3 million people
are living in that area. President Biden of the United
States says that he would not support Israel with US
weapons, if any further infiltrations are carried out into
arecas such as Rafah. However, Sir, we see, as I said
before, further escalation of hostilities and further loss of
human lives. Therefore, we really cannot allow this to go
on. If we need to have peace, I think the international
community has to band together and have ceasefire
agreements entered into, not just between Israel and
Palestine, but also to stop the escalating war situation
between Ukraine and Russia.

Sir, I also wish to bring to the notice of Parliament
that the SriLankan Airlines - I heard the Hon. Minister
also mentioning this - is going to have an agreement with
Mahan Air of Iran. There are sanctions imposed on all
Iranian companies and even on Mahan Air. So, if the
SriLankan Airlines enters into any agreement with Mahan
Air, then the SriLankan Airlines would also have to face
sanctions from the United States of America.

Sir, all over the world - especially in universities and
in major cities - people are protesting, demanding for an
immediate ceasefire between Isracl and Palestine so that
the aid provided by the United Nations and other
countries could reach Gaza. We also need to know the
actual cost of that war and the exact number of casualties.
So, unless all the countries in the world including Sri
Lanka and the United Nations call for an immediate
ceasefire, this war will not end and more human lives will
be lost. Therefore, Sir, we cannot allow this to go on.

All over the world, people are talking about entering
into an era of peace and reconciliation. So, Sri Lanka
must also join and support that peace initiative. We, as Sri

Lanka, had also gone through a 30-year old war and our
people also suffered from that and know the painfulness
of the war. Therefore, 1 urge Parliament and the
Government to call upon the United Nations to bring
about an immediate ceasefire in the Middle East.

Thank you.

©C §Roe8500:) OBIEn®o

(orevnTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MIILNETT Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@G eBEd0sh medricsy OGN RO BH0d
T Ees Bedmdo.

[L7.L. 3.32]
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QareTBeurliul 1g(hHeTn  spdFleweurinys
UGrremewt srer allsurs @)srewpuwBleTd @)dFFenLiuiled
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o miifleri  suisGer,

S|QUTHETT6V

QFiiSlesT@mmid.

OO R30G5 OIE @

(oreTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTaHerT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! e® @d&ed »yGd owd v
OYf00ew GEiwmw ©cHw O] BT EwsNw®m
55 n@ed »HO ewldm BITH.

@G (eeDes) Ced®d vBcem Bvm (DESiTm §@imn

5% @393 BB E9)

(wreryflg  (weugdw  sewrplgl)  rGueg

WHHCSTID HEPFFHLD FHTSTT SeHLOFF(THLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Industries

and Minister of Health)

GRowsnGed ©0; OIGROB, "oor Lwsin Bwrnwm
OBIEn® ¢z rwmryw ©om W' 8 @ ewddmo mEBo.

uglyewr -

G S8z &Y, et @@z Sa.
aflearr BB (5) TDmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L dy.
Question put, and agreed to.

e d @0 S0 8OSH® Owm Gruwmewsl 9O
Hewsy, ®d; @wsym ferzrwm Owms GR35 Ses.

GYSOTLID S, LTI 205G FIOFONSTLD YU HET YdBTTFOTS
Sletleorny sV Goy, wreRTLAG  IOWESG  BIFTBTUIGS 6T H6iT
BEWEVSOLD 6UBISH T S561T.

Whereupon THE HON. JAGATH SAMARAWICKRAMA left the
Chair and THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE took the Chair.
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O §Roe8500:8) O G @0

(orevTLLfl@ HePVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTdsei)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
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STHELIUL I HSHEDTT. YSITSSrwerd), "B Sgssly G)BiE
Ubgl WHHS THSS DT, @)BIE UTdhdnl Ta" eTedTm j6ui
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O e300 OIE o

(oressLfl @ HeeVeLSTHRIGD o M6t Sj6uTssiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, I cannot allow you to go on any
longer. You will have to wind up now.

©G e8FDoh medsicsy Ovmo
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(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
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(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)

Thank you very much, Hon. Presiding Member, for
giving me this golden opportunity to speak about this
very crucial issue.

First of all, I would like to draw your attention to a
UN Report I have here with me. According to this
Report, Israel has launched four protracted military
assaults on Gaza in 2008, 2012, 2014 and 2021.
Thousands of Palestinians had been killed including
many children and tens of thousands of homes, schools
and office buildings had been destroyed. The 2008
assault involved the use of internationally banned
weaponry such as phosphorus gas. In 2014, over a span
of 50 days, Israel killed more than 2,100 Palestinians
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including 1,462 civilians and close to 500 children.
During the assault by the Israelis, about 11,000
Palestinians were wounded, 20,000 homes were destroyed
and half a million people got displaced.

Sir, I would also like to draw your attention to this
map of Israel and Palestine prepared by the UN OCHA,
which shows how the Palestinians got expelled gradually.
When you look at this map, you will clearly see that in
1917, there were only 6 per cent Jews, out of the total
population there. Then by 1948, Israel had captured 78
per cent of the land area. So, when you look at this map,
you can see clearly what happened to the Palestinian
people, that they got marginalized.

What is the duty of the United Nations in this regard?
They have a duty to perform in this crucial matter. In the
current situation, Palestinians have lost their land and
have no food or access to their daily needs. So, this is a
very pathetic situation. I believe that the UN has a duty to
protect these very innocent Palestinian people and their
land.
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(omessTyifl @ HWVDLSTHIGD 2 L6 Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva.

@G (80028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo

(orerfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, before 1 speak I have a
matter of Privilege to raise.

©O §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(orevTLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MIILNTT Bj6uTdser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

As you know, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva , I am also a
Member of the Committee on Public Finance. Since we
are now debating an Adjournment Motion, you will have
to raise it on the next Sitting Day.

@0 (82028w) w8 ¢ BFDr Owmmo

(oressrfl@ (SVTHIF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

208Ce®sInd o® &wed s dd Dxfesy mw 3.
g ¢oion BBwWO 8Eed®sind ©® ®wed qews
D EOBTOBY B

OO Roe306:e) OIE @

(omessTyfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No, we are meeting on the 22" of May.

@S (§0028w) w88 ¢ BFDo Bwmo
(wrevrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

& o 88D O WO BN ©FT.

OO §Roe306:e) OIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 M6 Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

It was decided in the morning.

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo

(orerfl@ (B0THF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

3 ®x3=0 Parliamentary Business Committee oot &
@D % WEO OBFOG Y 93w a8 Do ey vy ©O
Privilege gl @5%® 00c0m ©n ®m»osiey yoOsy.
ded e BEAE m0m w10ed ©wwisBOowr vSwdl ©®
Privilege ydmw co Oxfesd. dmO Ddn ®mOsIm Owo.
RIR@ g0 ¢BiD oy 0, wmews & 2205 ¢
=08Be@x3n0 ded edm Bweo. Sir, this is a matter of
Privilege I am raising.

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVDLGTEHIGD 2 MILIeTi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

It was discussed and decided earlier at the Committee
on Parliamentary Business.

@G (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT ®wmo

(oresrfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

So, Sir, that is all I wanted to say and this cannot go
on. Officials are responsible for public money.

®0 R0 OGS0

(oressLfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNGTT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes. Some of the Hon. Members who are here are
also Members of the Committee on Public Finance. This
is a serious matter and I will refer it to the Hon. Speaker
and ask him to allow you to raise it on the 22" of May.
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@G (8028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I want you to have a meeting with the Hon.
Speaker.

DO o061 BTG ®

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTHIGL 2 MILILNeTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I will do that.

@G (8008 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oreryflg (HevTH) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

This is the first time it happened in our Committee; &
¥ @Bt BE el mBJed OB ecunr 8¢ @D
Beadn) sgfedB Om0d, ed®m.

DO o306 OTE®o

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

It is contempt of Parliament.

@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orenrflg (He0THlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

eDEDWO gdB 0D BO, OVB @i 0wl e¢wx
@0 0 »OF > Y, @ Bwy BEPBsY
OemenWO ¢BECE DML

OO o306 OBIEH®0

(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjeuTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Clearly, it is contempt of Parliament.

@G (80028 w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(orer il (He0rBHlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

gBedm oCE®O gnd I Boy OFemenHOs
#BE ooy & O ylocewedn ¢BEE v

O § RN OIEn®

(orenTLLfl@ SeweVeHSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Now, please commence your speech.

[4.27 p.m.]

@G (80008 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(orenr Ll (HevTHF) aniay & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, I just want to make one
major point. On the 10™ of May, the UN General
Assembly approved a Resolution to make Palestine an
observer with more powers than it used to have, which
means they only cannot vote, but could participate in
debates and so on. For that Resolution, 143 countries
voted in favour, only nine countries were opposed to it
and 25 countries abstained. That shows there is a global
backing for what the Palestinian people are asking for. I
do not want to go into great detail about that because it
has been debated at length here today, but I must say that
that terrorism is emanating from a State. It is like what

happened in World War II; what is ironic about it is, Jews
were persecuted in the Holocaust and it is happening
again. Apartheid happened in South Africa and it is now
happening in the Middle East. Therefore, as responsible
human beings around the world, we all have to stand up
for justice, what is right and what is wrong.

The only reason why Palestine is not a full member of
the United Nations is because the United States vetoed
the Resolution brought in to make it a full member. I just
want to mention that in the process of Palestine
attempting to become a full member of the UN, of the 15
member-countries in the UN Security Council, 12
including Russia, China, France and Japan voted in
favour of that Resolution while the United Kingdom and
Switzerland abstained and only the United States vetoed
it.

Sir, while it is true that we are talking of a two-State
solution, what does it mean in practise? We have to have
a practical two-State solution. Some countries are against
it, particularly the United States. I am sorry to say that
because the United States is a country I like and is a
global leader. Is the United States vetoing this Resolution
because they think that by making Palestine a full
member of the UN, it would then have the status for
creating a two-State solution? So, I think it is time for the
US to speak to its colleagues in the UN Security Council
and when it is put to vote the next time, for the umpteenth
time, to look at it from a perspective of equality for all
the people. I hope they would see facts for what they are.
Thank you very much, Sir.

OO o306 OIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 mILILNeTT Sj6uissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, I want to mention that the
matter you raised before your speech is a serious
violation of the Standing Orders and Privileges. So, I will
refer it to the Hon. Speaker. But, according to the
Standing Orders, you will have to raise it on the next
Sitting Day before the main Business starts since
Parliament has now been adjourned and this is an
Adjournment Debate which is going on. I checked it up
in the Standing Orders.

The next speaker is the Hon. Madhura Withanage.
Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara to the Chair?

@G »6m DoRgyBw Owmo

(oresTyfl@ STrHS LTeL@ )

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara do
now take the Chair.

@G BB ©Q0 Smamed ®wvmo

(wresrfl@ FULSgremtl waT allsrerGs)

(The Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at-Law)
88> ed80 o .

9 GLorBlEEmi.

Seconded.

g 88z 8, e e8®@» Sa.
allearr aflGlabsLL (5) eTmmys Gls e L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE left the Chair,
and THE HON. WASANTHA YAPABANDARA took the Chair.

worenTL/fE

YuiFHeT

@G BBeg ©Y06 Smamed Swmo

(wressyll@ FLU L Sgrent wair allsrarGs)

(The Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at-Law)

©0 emul@e DO Bedmdig, RN @O
O ERnOA?

OO o306 OTE®o

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

RIBD®IO 8518 15 mee= Bedmdo.

[4.60. 4.38]

@G BB ©Q06 Smamed Swmo

(wresTyll@ FLULsgrent wair allsrearGs)

(The Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana. You have
five minutes.
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Achieving the enchantment of peace in Palestine is
not a mere aspiration, but a fundamental necessity for the
well-being and prosperity of the people who have been
living in the region for decades. Israel has created a
conflict which has caused Palestinian people to suffer
untold hardships, face violence and displacement, leaving
a trail of destruction and despair in its wake. The cycle of
hatred and retaliation has only perpetuated the cycle of
violence, deepening wounds and creating further division
among the people who are living in the region.
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Sir, the State Minister of Foreign Affairs is here. He
has been kind enough to listen to all our speeches. On
behalf of our country, the most important thing we could
do is to make sure that an immediate ceasefire is
implemented in that region. Thank you.

O RN OIEn®

(omevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama. You have
five minutes.
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Sir, Sri Lanka is deeply concerned over the
continuation of violence in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, especially in the Gaze Strip, causing tragic loss
of thousands of civilian lives and extensive destruction
and damage to properties. Also, Sri Lanka continues to
stand with the people of Palestine in achieving their
legitimate aspirations and is always maintaining a
consistent policy on the Palestinian issue and has been

extending unwavering support for Palestine in
multilateral fora as well through successive governments.
I am pleased to inform that during the UN General
Assembly Session held last Friday, Sri Lanka, with 77
other countries, co-sponsored the Resolution on granting
full membership of the United Nations to Palestine and
voted in favour of the Resolution with 143 countries. &8
B 8Bm0rcs 8REBBIBO B5¥cw ¢5¥vN EMO 00, a8 &
Resolution &z co-sponsor mes. 8=, & Resolution &z
CO-SpOnsor oy Om o OuwWeed OFOS ac
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Sri Lanka has been calling on all parties involved to
take sustained measures to address the worsening
humanitarian situation and prevent further escalation of
atrocities. Sri Lanka joins the like-minded countries in
calling for an urgent and immediate ceasefire and
unfettered humanitarian access to the people of Gaza. Sri
Lanka firmly believes that efforts by the international
community and the Israeli and Palestinian authorities
should be augmented to make peace a reality in the lives
of the Palestinian and Israeli people.

As you are aware, the Government of Sri Lanka
established a “Children of Gaza Fund” and on 1% of
April, 2024, donated US Dollars 1 million to UNRWA
for assisting the affected children in Gaza; @® »0gs»d
28 20®8m075) ethEd BEwmws 88ms®n ®E). BT CBwWd
e . o9, @8 & Y S evedolm gonrewrs’ HB
e 00 & ®mOYSH e0ReDsY 0wl BB s 5
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While recognizing the legitimate and sensitive
security concerns of both the Palestinian and Israeli
people, we support the diplomatic efforts to find a lasting
solution to the conflict and request both parties to engage
in a dialogue to achieve durable peace. The two States
living side by side in harmony with one another within
secured borders is key to achieving long-term security,
peace and prosperity. I wish to reiterate the importance of
the early implementation of the United Nations General
Assembly Resolutions regarding a two-State solution on
the basis of the 1967 borders.

I wish to read out the following from the Statement
delivered by President Ranil Wickremesinghe on the
Palestine issue at the NAM Summit recently held in
Uganda. It states, "No Resolution is possible without a
State of Palestine. Therefore, in line with multiple UN
Resolutions, the international community must recognize
the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem as territories
coming within the State of Palestine and in addition, there
should be no change in the ethnic composition of Gaza.
Sri Lanka also proposes that the State of Palestine be
established within five years and no more.”

Last year, my Minister met His Excellency Mahmoud
Abbas, the President of the Palestinian National
Authority and assured Sri Lanka’s steadfast support for
the Palestinian cause. Since 1968, Sri Lanka, as the Chair
of the United Nations Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
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Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories, has been one of the most significant voices at
the United Nations on the subject of the unfortunate
conditions of the people in the Occupied Territories.

Sir, perpetration of violence and terrorism, in all its
forms and manifestations, should be condemned. All acts
of violence and terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable,
regardless of their motivation and for whatever reason
and wherever those are committed and by whoever.

We recognize the legitimate security concerns of both
the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. We also acknowledge
the deep pain, loss and suffering both the Israeli and
Palestinian sides have experienced as a result of the
ongoing hostilities. We urge the international community
to prioritize the well-being and security of all individuals
involved and to work towards a lasting peace that ensures
safety, dignity and rights of both the Israclis and
Palestinians. We also call upon the international
community to play an active role in supporting the peace
process and make every effort to prevent any further
expansion of hostilities.

Sri Lanka remains committed to supporting a
negotiated settlement in line with the relevant UN
Resolutions leading to two States living side by side
based on the 1967 borders.

Until everyone enjoys peace, no one will be safe.
Therefore, disproportionate use of power and suppression
of legitimate rights of any people or community would
only escalate further tensions and create a situation where
security of both Palestinians and Israelis are threatened
with the possibility of violence escalating and spreading
into other regions. Therefore, Sri Lanka once again urges
all parties to act with restraint and to respect human rights

and act in a manner which advances humanity. The
international community also has a huge responsibility in
implementing the UN Resolutions without hindrance and
must act towards attaining long-lasting peace in the
region on the basis of those Resolutions.

I wish to place on record that the Sri Lankan
Government continues to extend support to the Palestine
Mission in Colombo. The Government of Sri Lanka,
reflecting its solidarity with the Palestine people, also
maintains a Representative Office in Ramallah.

Sir, we reaffirm our resolute support for the
Palestinian cause as the people of Palestine strive to gain
their legitimate rights and aspirations. Once again, let me
endorse our solidarity with the Palestinian people in
achieving their inalienable rights and establishing an
independent, sovereign State based on the relevant UN
Resolutions.

Thank you.
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1t being 5.30 p.m.., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
22nd May, 2024, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this Day.
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