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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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AFFIRMATION: THE HON. MOHAMAD MUJIBUR
RAHMAN
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The Hon. Mohamad Mujibur Rahman made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law; and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse - Deputy Speaker and Chairman
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Monday, 13th May, 2024.
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Monday, 13th May, 2024.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Bewd, 00 owsn DOEBEm ©Bn®. Order,
please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe to the Chair?

OO 868 QedEL Bvm

(orenryfl@ wamillent @enreuigeor)

(The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena)

Sir, I propose that the Hon.
Weerasinghe do now take the Chair.

Weerasumana

®C oo esosrwm ONISe
(orer Ll (HHog)) wEpsHT HFTHTWSS)
(The Hon.(Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake)
S8y ed80 mom &

2 CLorBlEETi.
Seconded.

g SO Y, ewr d@» Sa.
aflsorr (Bl LILIL (B) T Mm% CIBTEITeTLILIL L F.
Question put, and agreed to.
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BEWEVEHLD UGS 6.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE took the Chair.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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The Hon. Niroshan Perera, please.
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Next, the Hon. Sudath Manjula.
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Next, the Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Next, the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

[1.45 pm.]
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees,
for the opportunity given to say a few words.

I would speak only with regard to the Vote of
Condolence of the Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera
today since I had known only him out of the three, about
whom references are being made. Very quickly, I must
record the fact that when the Hon. Jayawickrama Perera
was the Minister in charge of wildlife in the last
Parliament, he worked very closely with us, particularly
with regard to degazetting areas which had been declared
under the Department of Wildlife Conservation, the
Department of Forest and various other agencies. In
doing so, we had a difficulty because of the long years of
war and displacement of people. He looked at it from a
very humanitarian point of view, came to Jaffna, held
meetings in various localities with the people and figured
the actual situation, held a meeting at the Jaffna
Kachcheri, directed the officials to redo the boundaries
and enable the people to continue with their normal
livelihood. That was a great act by the Minister at that
time. When the officials delayed doing that, he invited
me also to the Ministry and with me there, he pulled them
up for the long delay in doing it. It is a matter of regret
that even today, that has not been done under the current
President. On 27 January, 2023, T am told, the Cabinet
took a decision to go back to the 1985 boundary lines and
that is yet to be realized. But, when the Hon. Gamini
Jayawickrama Perera was Minister, he really pushed for
that and tried to get it implemented.

I must also mention one other matter. When he was
the Chief Minister of the first Provincial Council of
Wayamba, he showed the rest of the country what
provincial councils, even with their limited powers, could
do. He enacted so many legislations including the Statute
on environment, which is a classic example of how even
a provincial legislation could override the Central
Government legislation on that area. To date, it is the
legislation that is in force. So, he showed us the way.

We asked for devolution of power and provincial
councils were established consequent to the Indo-Lanka
Accord. Unfortunately, at that time, the North-East
Provincial Council had been dissolved, but in the rest of



1433 2024 98 10

the country, the provincial councils functioned and
Wayamba was the flagship. It led the way and showed
what could be done even with all the shortcomings in the
Thirteenth Amendment.

So, for those two reasons, I wish to, on behalf of the
people of the North and the East, record my condolences
on the demise of the Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera
and request that these sentiments also be communicated to
his family. Thank you.

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wsBn®r

(oreryllg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I also wish to associate myself, together with the Hon.
Speaker, with the sentiments expressed by both sides of
Parliament on the death of the late Hon. U.L.M. Farook,
the Hon. Asoka Jayawardena and the Hon. Gamini
Jayawickrama Perera, ex-Members of Parliament. I shall
direct the Secretary-General of Parliament to send copies
of the Official Report, Hansard, to the members of the
bereaved families. Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 1.49 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Monday, 13th May, 2024, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
this Day.
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