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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Yes, it is a long-felt necessity. I appreciate your view.
So, I hope that all of you will give your fullest support for
this Bill and the Regulations.
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quote:

"Over the past decade, Sri Lanka has been used as a trans-
shipment point for heroin from South West Asia and India to
other destinations outside of the subcontinent."

"The single most significant drug problem is the trafficking
of heroin from India for local consumption."
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Madam Presiding Member, the speaker just prior to
me spoke about disinformation and misinformation. I am
sorry to say that this whole episode is about
disinformation created by those sitting on that side. It has
been created with the intention of misleading everyone so
that the actual organizers, the brains behind this dastardly
act could somehow be protected. And, who are those
people? That is the question that is being asked by the
global Catholic community.

On that fateful Easter Sunday of 2019, terrorists blew
up bombs in three churches and some other places, killing
a total of 269, 271 or 274 people, I do not know the exact
number and it depends on who is reporting. Innocent
people were massacred and 500 more were wounded with
some, till today, suffering unable to see, unable to walk
and unable to breathe. Then, all those people who
survived are suffering because their loved ones are gone.

We heard today and previously so many MPs on that
side and this side speaking, referring to what happened on
that Easter Sunday and asking who was Zahran’s handler,
what did Abu Hind do, where Sara Jasmin is, who stayed
in room no. 616 at the Shangri-La Hotel, were Sara
Jasmin’s remains ever found or not and what about the
Tripoli Platoon and Asad Maulana. All those questions
have been asked over and over again and various
responses have been given by the Government in office,
but no conclusion has been arrived at. Now, the issue is,
have our law enforcement authorities not been able to dig
into this matter enough to find out who was really behind
this attack? Were they unable to do so? I recall the
statement made by the outgoing Attorney-General
Dappula de Livera. He said, “There is a political
conspiracy behind this”. So, who conspired? Who
benefitted? People like Senior DIG Ravi Seneviratne and
Mr. Shani Abeysekara were not just your run-of-the-mill
investigators; they did a good job, they did the right job
and found out who was behind that, but, ultimately, what
happened? They were dismissed. Mr. Shani Abeysekara
was treated like a criminal! As a matter of fact, he even
got a heart attack when he was in prison and they did not
give him adequate medical care. Perhaps, they wanted
him to die.
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Sir, now, we are at a crossroads. Various people are
promising various things. Actually, I heard His Eminence
Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith speaking the other day and
saying, “Look, what we want is a proper investigation".
He also said that our political party has given him a
document explaining what our approach would be in
continuing this investigation in an independent manner
without any political interference. What is important,
Madam, is that this Special Commission of Inquiry is to
be structured under Section 2 of the Commissions of the
Inquiry Act, No. 17 of 1948 and would be headed by a
local judge, would include foreign judges and a foreign
investigator. Of course, it would also include local judges
and local investigators. As this conversation began a few
months ago, when the Hon. Sajith Premadasa, the Leader
of the Opposition raised this, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, speaking to a foreign journalist, I think
in Germany, stated that there is no room for any
involvement of foreign investigators or judges in this
process and that there is no need for any intervention by
any outsider.

I recall, Madam, that when Resolution 30/1 came up
in Geneva, the late Hon. Mangala Samaraweera proposed
to the Human Rights Council that under the principle of
accountability of the four-pillar reconciliation mechanism
- of the four pillars, the first was truth and justice, the
second was accountability, the third was reparation and
the fourth was non-recurrence - there would be
participation of foreign and Commonwealth judges and
investigators. That was drafted by no less a person than
the Hon. Ranil Wicremesinghe, the current President of
Sri Lanka and the then Prime Minister. I know that
because 1 was the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
under the late Hon. Mangala Samaraweera. So, when that
question arose, those people now in Government and
those who he is cohabitating with, accused the Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe and the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera of
trying to create a hybrid court et cetera. The answer was,
participation could happen in multiple ways.

But, in this instance - as you know I am not a lawyer
and my knowledge on this is limited, I accept it - based on
the discussions we have had, it becomes possible under
the Commissions of Inquiry Act, No. 17 of 1948. So, if it
has been proven all these years that it has almost been
impossible thus far to have a truly independent
investigation into what happened and if it is
constitutionally possible to institute such a structure with
the participation of foreign judges and investigators, I
think that is the only available route to create not only real
independence, but the perception of independence, not
only to the people of this country, but also to the entire
Catholic community around the world. We understand
that His Eminence Malcolm Ranjith has said, “I am going
to take this to Geneva; I am going to internationalize
this."

So, as opposed to completely handing this matter over
to a totally internationally constituted committee, it is
better to have some structure which incorporates those
elements to create that independence.

OO Y0306 TGS
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
IO Bud®nm mEw ¢dewm8, ©0; 535 n®o.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

©® PBOBLY gDy WImo.

Madam Presiding Member, what I want to say is that
we take this matter seriously. As a matter of fact, ®¢
a8g0s cedwn 08 ¢dexd and we were in Nugegoda. |
got a call from the 1990 Emergency Command and
Control Centre saying, “Sir, so many calls are coming
from so many places about victims, from the Hilton, the
Shangri-La, the Galadari, from St. Anthony’s Church and
so on" and we responded and brought in dozens of
ambulances to transport the wounded to hospitals. I am
sure that we were able to save at least some lives.

The point I am trying to make here is, later that day
when we sat in the Hon. Ruwan Wijewardene’s office,
how Mr. Nilantha Jayawardena listed out the incidents as
one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine and 10,
saying, "This is exactly what happened and these are the
people who were involved” and so on. If that information
was available then - I mean, this information became
available, Madam, within hours of the blast - even after
five years since the blast, how come we have not been
able to come to a conclusion?

So, all what I want to reiterate to the Catholic
Bishop's Conference is that we are serious about this
matter, we have planned out how we are going to do the
investigations and we will implement that. That is what I
wanted to say, Madam Presiding Member.

Thank you very much.
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Sir, the Sri Lankan Rupee has become the strongest
performing currency in South Asia according to
Bloomberg, which once completely condemned and wrote
off Sri Lanka, saying that Sri Lanka is in the dark and will
never recover. This is not a victory of either the ruling
party or a single member of the ruling party. No, this, |
would say, Sir, is a victory of every Sri Lankan; this is a
victory of every Sri Lankan mother, father, grandmother
and grandfather believed in our country and said, “We
may have fallen, but we have the tenacity and courage to
get up”.
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1t being 5.30 p.m.., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
25th April, 2024.
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The Hon. Harin Fernando, Minister of Tourism and
Lands has requested for two weeks' time to reply to
Question Nos. 2039/2024, 2040/2024, 2041/2024 raised
by the Hon. Vijitha Herath, appearing in today's Order
Paper.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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