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are in English. I am wondering whether the Committee on
Public Finance has been misled. I have received these two
letters which are dated 06" and 11" December, 2023 and
are addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies by Sanjay
Rajaratnam, President’s Counsel, Attorney-General. They
refer to the specific Amendments regarding these two
Bills. The first letter with the subject title "Act to Amend
the Value Added Tax Act" states, I quote:

“I write with reference to the Legal Draftsman’s letter
dated 30™ November, 2023 addressed to you, with a copy to
me, enclosing the final draft of the above Bill.

I have considered the draft Bill and have to advise you that
the provisions of the draft Bill are not inconsistent with the
Constitution. The Bill is not subject to any prohibition or
restriction imposed by the 13™ Amendment to the Constitution
and may be enacted by Parliament.”

Also, 1 have exactly a similar letter with the subject
titte “The Social Security Contribution Levy
(Amendment) Act”. If there is a controversy here as to
whether the Legal Draftsman and the Attorney-General
have approved them or not, then, this is a breach of
Privilege of the Committee because the Committee was
provided with these two letters. We, in good faith,
accepted these two letters as being cleared by the
Attorney-General’s Department. If that is not the case,
please be advised that that is a total violation of the
Privileges of our Committee. Therefore, it should be
immediately looked into.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you. Let the Hon. Minister of Finance look into
that.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(@

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

residents of Akurana dump garbage, scrap
building materials, empty tins, plastic
bottles and faecal waste continually into the
Pinga Oya which flows through the
Akurana Town; and

at the same time, they construct buildings
illegally on the banks of that Oya?

Will he inform the House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

whether inspections have been carried out
and reports obtained in order to ascertain
the risk of floods occurring in rainy season
and the possibility of noxious waste
infiltrating into the Mahaweli River due to
the reasons mentioned in (a) above;

the number of illegal buildings that have
been constructed on both sides of the Pinga
Oya;

whether a proper course of action is in place
to take legal action against the persons who
dump garbage and waste into the Pinga Oya
and to demolish the illegal buildings
constructed on both sides of the Pinga Oya;

whether measures have been taken to
remove the waste found in the Pinga Oya at
present; and

if so, what those measures are?

If not, why?
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INVESTMENTS OF EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND:
EARNINGS
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(a)  Will he inform this House, as at 31st December,
2022 -
(1) the total amount earned by the Employees'
Provident Fund by investing its funds;
(it) the value of the total deposits of the fund;
and
(iii) the total amount earned by investing its
funds, as a percentage of the value of the
fund's total deposits?

(b)  Will he inform this House, as at 31st December,

2022 -

(i) the number of contributors to the
Employees' Provident Fund;

(i) the number of active contributors;

(iii) the total value of the balances in the
accounts of the above active contributors;
and

(iv) the total amount earned by the fund from
investing its funds, as a percentage of the
total value of the balances in the accounts of
active contributors;

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@)

Will he inform this House, separately, as at 01"
October, 2023 -

(1) the number of teachers, grade holding
principals and the principals of the Sri
Lanka Education Administrative Service
working in government schools;

(ii) the number of teachers who should be there
for each subject of mathematics, science,
technology, English, aesthetics, sports and
primary education and the number of
teachers who are currently working in each
education zone;

(iii) the number of vacancies in the post of

principal in each education zone; and

(iv) the number of teachers serving as acting

principals in each education zone?

(b)

©

928

Will he also inform this House, separately, of the
names of the twenty education divisions where the
highest shortage and surplus of teachers and
principals exist?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation

Industries:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i)  the names of government institutions which
have been established to promote the
coconut industry in Sri Lanka;

(i) out of Sri Lanka's annual coconut
production, the numbers used for domestic
consumption, coconut oil production and
export-related industries, separately;

(iii) Sri Lanka's coconut harvest in each year
from 2001 to 2020, separately;

(iv) the programmes carried out during the
above period to increase coconut harvest;
and

(v) the amount spent on the said programmes?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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2021 1,833 211 1,091

2022 1,848 445 1,168

2023 1,696 202 1,058

S8

@590 ®

(i)
DB GO emE Bdwcme
(eod BBw»)
2001 2,769
2002 2,392
2003 2,562
2004 2,591
2005 2,515
2006 2,785
2007 2,869
2008 2,909
2009 2,762
2010 2,317
2011 2,808
2012 2,940
2013 2,513
2014 2,870
2015 3,056
2016 3,011
2017 2,450
2018 2,623
2019 3,086
2020 2,792
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2001 68.76 8.61
2002 104.10 2.82
2003 216.48 5.70
2004 40.00 6.54
2005 124.10 9.02
2006 265.91 10.27
2007 176.96 21.84
2008 216.06 19.40
2009 232.81 22.45
2010 265.90 36.31
2011 278.60 10.93
2012 531.55 46.82
2013 614.25 36.48
2014 698.12 40.68
2015 447.57 35.94
2016 963.69 50.18
2017 939.32 44.24
2018 500.17 39.55
2019 261.97 3741
2020 458.97 36.79

(#0) @cog @0eD.



941 208Ee®xInd 942

OS] OB WO IBED v

(oreTLll@ SWwhs & HewTTSV5S5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)

©C; Bewles »Onemn®s, y@mHOEO 0D 9438
B0 o5n Bw 00 and ydm e¢mE gvumd. @O
HOBNOB, Eomed sgfedB owE FJowdeaw BIwO
BICWED eER, WCEOC ¥ YIBCO T, vuBw
agcided Lhossind emE eme Dot -wEdm®d8 0205
8- @B emi@ Fewmdenw 9360 O5IHN0e, winme,
GCBAD v LG m wo WO @ Heomdwmen @i »eo.
ved B BBedsY ©ud ¢l ged owE B»ESsTme
yoBwe A Bedmd? CHDOD HFFOEWO @B
Bedmae?

@G ©8xYe ¢®58S ®wmo

(wrehrfl@ wanlbs Sjwrafy)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

©01 Bewdss »OsNemnOA, egens’ et Jomdenw
@B »E RO Yodaw cdmeds’ edmP® D) B88edew
B Om eOmD. 0® D5 DO SHymnd X0y BIO ww
@@ € CH Eo® Oy gdedD 8g edmDI. & Ded®
Bedmy Do it 6 O3RN JD0 gd@s wwewndnw
Ch 28 0® OmBO 8BIQ Omd. g8 928l
Dty 00 & mOgn »OLoON o8 Syen
WOBID. 0@me, & yedned & wewr ovog Swdwr Beadm
Beso @8 dw 080m S 055 ¢Des Bwdd osynrdo.

O OBBID WO IBED Dm0

(orenTyLll@ SWwhs S HewTTSV5HS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)

©0 Bewd®s mOnemnn®B, ®ed ecdiB and Y@@
00xd8. eI eIMWED ©vd WOEn sdedsven o
e e D85 WOy wdHewmeBs evw€ D
Beam o 8gfs, Dgdsy ¥ ¢ eCmsy B8%Y DomO e
o8 BBwu» 1078 Bzne 0D RBec) & dnas
DeHOTD VIO BOBE 10 BEedew BHword®m w3
Beadmrydrg BeE 00 ¢ 05z o@B8. ©0 »d and
YBDHGE gHBIB) BRI, EH 988 0DDD Bews & wewary
30D ecsIm.

@G ©8xYe ¢®3SS ®wmo

(oreoryifl@ wanbs Sjwrefr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

00 0® yE»HWO cFDS &€ eT™O. ©o VTEROSB,
@ 008 8Bwm 107 Buslesy, g1¥n0® emdd on
emdel Oy wd@Wewmed yBROC®H. emE vl BBwm
2000 D80 wBww IR eOmHD. & BanE »wBes. E»
DoenEeB. eEOED D1ed® ey BrE DvIDSIO ¥B
8 0050, & Bwo 0® O w0 wBe g0 HBed® Om
Bwdow B8wd »08 -Bgfrfens’ »O8 OB® wiBw
edsiery- 8y eilew 8000 wFeddmOEO WOBIH
a8 cFwownes ¢oed. @® ®8Eedsined »YGO ¢8O
ome 85dD Yoed mw. 08 I Besn Q. Bweg
eBeOE 0 & 0DReDsY coBIE v, DY s
Ded ©88wd wdmwer cwd S8Ec & »Ogn »nd
DO Bedmds. & gw n00x I wews cm5igeds’ eutmo.
a0 & »OgEn 5HmC MO BedmHDr. GO g8d edB
B@800E08 wim edfer’. a8 OmES g®imscnws
O8m W WO Beadmds. & Hhed® aoem

eC®OR®O ® B8EAcO ¢n® &z Beadmn. ©© Hnm
8800 92880l 0d» dmEFL Buw@bnwmO wsiz edmo.
wedd¢sy BOIBIR Mdwmw dsTes’ FHO® eOms
DOOESY 0w 0@ HFFDW EH® WOBID DB 0.

c®H2 BBL BHO ©wewr BWNWS ¢S FD »HO®
80 @OE1 By TV NEO® OO Wmoeom BHm.
Bt ovmae g8 BBO 010 -u@ime af) BBO vi0- edm
ImCown . 0@ BT GOBID WBw 8 D5
20 ©® BEwxsimds. o® BEIED wwid »E »IB) ¢Dded
By v & 8Eedsined Beadmbs. Jewes ©O
By Bedsiery 5108808 dm» e¢ed. 0® »Ogsn»
BICHS WO BWE® @100 O yOOsY
edsiensy oy ©® wewr g@imsn BHswe dmn DR
»Ogn BBO Dos. 00 Bewdds »DmNe®mRiensy
OCE B350, 6® 2OIFTVD DO Jows ICm wWIDR
ewd 85 DO 0® ®OIFTVD @D DO BwWEr. @®
wew B, Sute oeews emdd v® ©xFOlew
o530 cFOm Bewo ¢80 v® ewddsrndEaen wme mSE
588 O BEeded wmi ey owic YROCHS
OB YOOBT.

®0 Berdss »OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

R ©wlErNd OO WILNGHRIeW GO GO
@38 HOBTTHS.

O OBBID DO IB R Dvm0

(oressrfl@ Wb &HeTTS VEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)

OG0 HOBROB, @dwzy Drews’ OO ©® mCTm®
Iy I OBB. 00 @B ¢Twd w®® ¢ edHmDo.
RIS ¢TI WILIMBEBE WHO CLEDIWEOS WD
BYC®O DumO omE 0odew ¢dand Bwed. oudae
¢00E Gi8we@ 600, 800 red BYeay e codwm ¢z
Be ¢D® BeE® omE odmbdi. gl emE conden
Si8wsE 1400, 1500 Dred? »O8 oxim edE) Bedzsiesy.
988 crfwd 0w QeE® moevnsm omE 8E ®Emw
WOBID, 8010 BB Iy 8BysIO wwmwE e¢sIs
8 BEedegn Bedmdig BuE 00 g 053 o @(B8.

©6 98xIe @®SSS Owmo

(oreriifl@ waBlhs ojwrefr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

emE BoE wemew ¢ »osim yodr edsieny
0. DY ged Bednm Onde Bwg @csnd 08 ¢» 00
a)® 80 Bednmryds, ¢Fwd 0w 0dmeds’ ¢dan eE
wsesin & gus 988ur 0dxIm BwEr. 0m H©® ¢©
Bcedn) @¢wr. MECHWO 0E BE 18 eOmDI, WCHWO
28) 002, I® DO w5 PHHHO®W. EE BEWI BIEH
Bcw ¢ B®® wowlBm edfest syw. B Dmeds 85
od IR0 Onm gB. e B P 88EFc E»
3e080m Hew. & Bw a8 00 ImEs Hwo ©E0dEO
W, 38 0mE onE PHWHE WO gdwd I @
Bedstems e® Bew® ne&.

@G 023.8.8¢8. @688 Swmo

(oressryfl @ Cs.LN.e161v. GLorrdn)

(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

©0T Bewdss mOmnemn®B, 80 ol #@8n®ensy
@208 5188 WS VB WovsIH 2D@BE.



943 2024 @8 05 944

@0 Bewdss 50965
(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

9500 em3Iewsy gvBIB), ®S OIEHSo.

®0 %8.8.8e8. @688 ®wmn
(orewryfl@ Gs.Li.eTev. GIrAm))
(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

O® OB BY ¢dwsy WS Oa.

OO0 FOBROB, amcdyd LYBmed ©enIcDED
20¢ §¢C ceed Buwd 600 a8) y@rmwss. 988 uE8
Om ceed »w. §gv mSend ed@m&B. g5’ addIm
EDEIPOD BB, FHGYJ dFTmed Bwwd 65 S
BT emE 900B. viNB @B, & eecd
OHVE® 00 D em 2 VWAEWDROE SDam WHSEI BNV
RN ORIV 8 88 vEIHD BwEr BwmrDr ©®
.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©C; OBTIEROB, Vw6 ®ICHWO BOITTR yadm @ Sgwd
205I5) Bed5do.

@ @23.8.0¢3. 1688 Owmo

(omevsryLil@ Gs.Lil.ete1v. @omryrdngl)

(The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri)

& »Ogn O emedries’ Bu® CTD @RS
Basiny, ©0 #1OBOA.

©6 98x¥e g@68S Dwmo

(wrehrfl@ wanlbs Sjwrafy)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

8e 80 0w®ITTVewsY O & Dadmd BO168 vy, ©®d
OTEOB. 0 0vDEL) 1DED ©¢lmed®sind Da&nm
W0y @m0wd @® DM Bwwd 9790 e ©wdr Beanmd.
0®wo gued oCam 8B0de® a&) wi), dwy Bem®dc
©@500790 89, gom D080 OB ydm Beamd. & Ded® ©©
B8usimrdn, god w®vs BELBS i1cu® ©HOnd® e®
DOGED O 90 BedmD Bw. ov® Py 1o y@rgmwss
8508 end®0 988 0Dy Beawles’. ImO YeEOE BB®
BB . YeC Bedmryds. 80 PewdBm ©10g Bl
Boasies’.

Be®0, RAN® 8 82 0RO wOITID S weo. B
8e8 vBe® mOgm ©® Omed &8IL dsfery §¢E
2@5°RW WO, OO 0® DM & B88Ae WEIHO whww
BB @28u O Bedmr. @0EG ©emOme
@D WO Bedmdr. §eE ¢@mvrrned eEH»OnIed
Ons 00E Bedsierd, On® gcwe WO Bedsiesy B
0®ICE 88wt w@w B 88 0iBe® mOYTD WII »¥OOY
BB, & Bewo 8 8c8 osiny 8 0®IF 88wl Gi8eE
FBum »Ow® Yeenw 0® Dm0 e Daewsy Bs WSE
Bodmroo.

O BB O30 Bomlom Onmo

(omesstyLll@ FLL sgrent Fhglw ofrselsTiy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
®0; Bewdss mD5NEHROA,-

@6 Berdts OB

(wrevryfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

®D, 90 O5I® DoWewd OIER®s. 9mn PWOBLY

anBIB.

©G BBt 05380 Bowlem Ovmo

(wrenTyLll@ FL L Ssrent FHglw af réh6lsry)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)

®0 08 31988 WS VB WO Beadm. ©d;
HOBROB, qed yodnwd e Beam OHE0® D
edInw Bfcmrw OB BHOOE B WD IR Bl &
8¢ In®ed gdimdys 0w WOsIm Bwo ©© 9FEo
8O0,

& Ded® mdg B8c BEACOHY RInE I, god
WOBIech6 i) MEE SEEE®me ¢nd Y& Ced® nOE
©mdw BE yRmWWO Gy 8 gsies’. & 8Eacd
RINed gdW W WO, T eDHedsT Bwort®m
®OB 08 BEedg o®mwlc BweEr ©O myonim yodsy @
@wed.

©C ©8xIe g®SSS wmo

(1oreorLyfl@ wanflbs Sjwrafy)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

o®m 8w BENTH 8w ¢n ®Ced Jeusl ©® oD
os¥esy . NEO® emE eddow fcme BEE B88acd
0 O18u 8O Bedmd. I O w-Bben mbwees.

g Ded® @i B¢ wOITIO B 0D Bedm
DB oFems, eed 68 @FBON cdmemO &8
FBHBHIB WO edOEDE Bl «® ©o0em g don
Beadmdr. den® A0, 0dn ydmww e0ed8 e®m®
Bodsiery. & Dred® ged MGEORD eOm® novwr &
00 Bedmd. IR IO, eI OB CODE
ROEOCEO m(Bwr BuEy wEowew wme 0 Bedsm ID.
00 908 @8 B8O BEscmrw WO e¢sies’. Iws dFm
508 a8 novn morTes.

oG BB ©538® Bomlem Onmo

(omessrLll@ FL L ggrent FHglw efrdClsTiy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
Sont quality 9 eOmdd.

O ©8xIe @S85 wmo

(wreiriflg waBlbs ojwrefr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

5@ OBedyy Ve Wdewe ¢slesy myw. Quality Om af
oo 88y a8 veamd Im oximd. el RHEOE §8Bw
neB. Y 00 DEed Dedvews’ AW BedIesy
GiBuc aFBer 508. gi8ec anfBor Ded®r gemyms
GoRDEO D8l C@T0 FEIBHN WO fOEDEE «®
DCHOW @B D Bedmd. a8 & »ofsde
DEOIWDS T 0 ®BIB @D@S BwdJ ©5I5r0o.



945 Eilelglcloiat1o)

20222 C-0® 5w euvednrBxm dtd SO ©8®TD
gm0 Sedmo
2022@)ev @)Cure wHMID sestlwri CuhHbgIdssT
FOUBSLILL L ailLiggser: eilugid
ACCIDENTS INVOLVING SLTB AND PRIVATE BUSES IN 2022:
DETAILS

373/2024 (a)

7. o6 Beddes? eselc ®vm @)
(wrenryflg BCrTagsr QuGryT)
(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
5O 0 O@E® LB sY ey yamw@ - (1):

(a) (i) 2022 o8zw ne B avynGPEO = 8 B §
Gz HONHOD OeHDEeE DeddO e300
OBt

(i)

(iii)
i) O® a0 eunedsT OCenndd &= § v HDIE
&
CE 885 woannd 005 0ds dnews’
OIBOeE;

(iv)
(i) own amRC BOITIVeWsT &RIBBING SB5T
B 8¢ w6 Bede;

(iv) ©otn®, 58 BBSnmOE Brdn mDedc;
WBIB) O @8O DD ex¥OsIesie?

@

(a0) (i) 2022 D8ss ne Bw aGOCEO = & & (i)

©30d®Em D00 63021500 emIBOTHE;
(i) ©O® eryns ETREDT OCHwwO B § Wi DI

CE 885 woand 005 0ds dnews’ ©)
OIBOeE;
@BYBYS @0 @O wwedd esiOTense? (d)

(a) a0 0O WS OB wewo ePIWBRW S8BT OB

@B Bwds mDedc esiny mO¢oos 9@ 0®® 66idd
cIOTenI?

(7)) oendeE®®, s xsie?
Curs@arsg WHNID GBEHEHFTEDOBST EDDFFPTS o®edd.

Ga_ L eflesrm:
(o) () 202290

@earralujeiremr

YTIgeY  UTHET  aflLibgIBEhds (@) @)

Qevsiens  CuUTdhGaurdgidF ..

FEOLISBTET LIS  6UGITLY H6I1160T  6T600T6Rs 1 d6m (i)
wrgl;

(i) Cupuy aluggisst srrawrors 2 uliflipbgierer
wHmib  sTwwenL_hglerer  Lilrwrentlgeflsi
sTessTEws 1 dB6mas CleusuGeumras W,

(ii)

(i) Cupuyg elusgisar QFTLILIL  SewFH
allFrrenssrgsenar GLomelsreT(herersT,

(iv)  oQuweflsv, Cupuig aflFTrensmrsaflst wpigayssT

wireneu,
STEITLIENS Sjsui B)FFemLid@ plaillimyr?

(=) () 2022940 <yeriged eurgEer ailLidgidENhd Eer

errSlwjstar  eflwmi LV euessTig derfledr (iv)

TERTENS 6 WIT ),

(@) O
LﬂU WwIme GYSU'HGSGTHGDT (ll)

(i) Cupuy elusgisst srrewrors o uliflipbaierer
LoMHmILD
sTeTenflbends GleusuGoum s WG,

CTETLIENS (Ui B)FFemLidb@ plalliurym?

STUILDEDL_[HGI6Ter

(@) aluggisemerd
Q& TERT(HETET b1 HENBESIT WITEN6U 6TTLISNS 6T

946

GODLULUSDHTS  ewFs  Gm

G @)dFFemLisE@ Splaliiurrmr?
() @)eT@mev, ey6tr?

asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
Will he inform this House -

the number of buses belonging to the Sri
Lanka Transport Board that were involved
in road accidents during the year 2022;

the number of passengers killed and
injured, separately, as a result of those
accidents;

whether  investigations  have  been
conducted by the Ministry regarding the
above accidents; and

if  so, the
investigations?

conclusions of those

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

the number of private buses that were
involved in road accidents during the year
2022; and

the number of passengers killed and
injured, separately, as a result of those
accidents?

Will he further inform this House of the steps
taken by the Ministry to minimize accidents?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
Will he inform the House -

(@)

@

the number of major fuel distribution
centres installed in Sri Lanka for the
distribution of fuel,
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(i) the storage capacity at each such centre, (iv) whether he accepts that transporting fuel
separately; and using freight trains is a cheaper and less
(i)  the dates on which the storage capacity was problematic method than transporting fuel
. L by tanker trucks (bowsers); and
increased for the last time in respect of each . ; :
(v) whether, in that case, action will be taken to
such centre, separately? . ;
use the rail progressively for transport of
(b)  Will he also inform the House - fuel?
(i) whether he accepts that the capacity at the (c)  Ifnot, why?
above-mentioned centres remains at a low
level compared to the present demand for
fuel in Sri Lanka; B DD Sedeedms vm
. ) ) ) (wrenryLfl@ sepFar alGnGssr)
(i1) Whether action will _be taken, in that case, to (The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
increase their capacity; O D>OBNEDROB, OO yEH WO BERS 0®eddd.
(iii)  the courses of action that have been taken in (@) (i) ©asecs 148,
that direction;
(i) O o L ed G WIBHID BHD
382 @d.
@80 208m00 - 27.01.2024 (©.000.)
92 95 Super Auto Jet A-1 | Lanka Fuel Oil | Naphtha SBP Industrial | Total
Petrol Petrol Diesel Diesel Super Kerosene
Kerosene
emecsmm® | 53,711 18373 | 12,314 | 45,163 | 38,988 | 10,488 48,120 | 26,547 2,118 | 1,593 257,414
YnorsedE 71,680 123,449 0 20,335 215,463
amoRgce 314 1,066 106 1,485
CC 156 1,135 28 1,319
PBEYD 385 650 0 1,035
»Ee 298 46 1,837 252 2,433
e 121 163 24 307
mimesined | 271 8,450 598 9,319
OO 241 1,019 130 1,391
DO OC 524 1,257 0 1,782
®m6 121 248 50 419
eddheqdhe 475 1,150 0 1,625
308 w6 0 209 0 209
08B w@d 79 44 123
§o dmnd 128,296 | 18,373 12,359 185,875 | 38,988 | 11,720 68,454 26,547 2,118 | 1,593 494,324
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the volume of paddy purchased by the
Government from the Monaragala District
during the Maha Season in the year 2022 to
be distributed among the Samurdhi
beneficiaries and low-income families;

(i) the amount allocated for the Monaragala
District for the purpose; and

(iii)) the amount spent to purchase paddy from
the allocated funds?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether the mill owners have been able to
carry out the service expected from them
when converting purchased paddy into rice;
and

(i) whether the Divisional Secretariats have
successfully carried out their duties when
distributing aforesaid rice among the
beneficiaries?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms; to be
read a Second time upon

Tuesday, 19th March, 2024 and to be printed; and to be referred to
the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Health for report.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time". - [The Hon.(Dr.) Susil
Premajayantha]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Nalin Fernando. You
have 19 minutes.
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(orewryflg QandsLi oliyanmil)
(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oreryllg Guwssallsr rds sallereri jsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallereri Sjsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(orenryflg Gussallsr rds sallareri ojsurder)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you should have raised your issue
during your speech. Hon. Minister, please continue.
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(The Hon. Nalin Fernando)
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(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera?
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Thank you, Hon. Member.

Next, the Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I was told that
I have 15 minutes. I am surprised to hear that I have only
10 minutes.
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Hon. Member, because of the initial delay, time has
been reduced for everyone.
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Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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Sir, give me a little more time, please.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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Yes, I will, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) V.Radhakrishnan. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan.
You have 14 minutes.

[1.49 p.m.]
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I thank you
for giving me this opportunity to participate in and
contribute to the ongoing Debate on economic recovery
of this land, which you and I call our motherland. An
unprecedented situation arose two to three years ago.
Experts on world economy from no other place than the
Johns Hopkins University predicted that Sri Lanka would
be a Sudan, that this blessed land would be another
killing field with bloodbath because, according to their
calculations, we would become a failed State.

But, as the history has repeated again and again, with
resilience and innocent faith, the people of this country,
irrespective of whether they are from the Northern, the
Eastern, the Southern, the Central or the Western
Province, have come together during times of crises and
have worked as one family with expectation and hope for
their children and their children’s children.
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Very correctly, in this Parliament, we elected a leader
who would give leadership with a forward-looking vision
for economic recovery. Today, the value of the rupee
against the dollar is one single indicator that - anybody,
even a grade eight student, can understand - shows Sri
Lanka is on the path of recovery. Of course, we are still
not out of the dark. If anybody claims to say that
everything in Sri Lanka is well and good, that everything
is okay, I think he is still miscalculating the situation or
maybe, in the dark. Therefore, at this juncture, it is so
important for us to relook at some of the traditional ways
of handling the economy and business.

A few minutes ago, I attended the Meeting of the
Committee on Public Finance, for which we had invited
the Governor of the Central Bank and his Board to give us
explanation as to how they ended up increasing salaries of
all the employees except for the Governor by an average
of 80 per cent of the present salary. That is something that
the ordinary people of this country also want to know. We
asked them, “How did you do that?”” The premise of the
Governor, whom I really respect, and the Members of the
Monetary Board, who are professionals, was that they had
a bargaining Collective Agreement from the year 2000
onwards. But, my analysis is, we cannot run this economy
as we ran it before the crisis any further. If from COVID-
19, we have not learnt anything, if from the economic
crisis, we have not learnt anything, we are a failed
civilization that has failed to learn anything. Therefore,
we need to understand the new dimensions, the new
normal and how business could be done in a small,
struggling but a hopeful and promising economy like Sri
Lanka.

I thank the Hon. President as Finance Minister and the
two State Ministers of Finance, the Hon. Ranjith
Siyambalapitiya and the Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, who
are also concerned about economic affairs for presenting
these Bills at a very appropriate time.

Sir - you come from a business family and you have
some businesses of your own - as a citizen of this country,
you understand the importance of the small and medium-
sized enterprises in any economy. The World Bank says
that 70 per cent of the economies of the developing
countries run on small and medium-sized enterprises. The
economies of developed countries like Japan, Germany,
Sweden, Canada, to which our people are migrating, are
also based on small and medium-sized enterprises. But,
what did we do? Not only did the crisis hit those small
and medium enterprises hard, but also our financial gurus,
using the old tools, went after them and brought in the
parate law, which further ruined the possibility of their
existence. Therefore, we, as concerned citizens, appealed
to the Hon. President and to the Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms, the Hon. (Dr.)
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, and explained that situation. Sir,
I will take just 30 seconds, since it is a moment of pride,
to mention that my brother Suresh Raghavan, at national
level, lobbied for this and campaigned. Sir, the parate law,
at this time, is going to break our economy. Rather, we
must endeavour to look after and protect our small and
medium-scale businesses.
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Sir, I do not come from a business family; neither am
I a businessman nor an economist. But, as a student of
political science, I understand that any country’s
economy is interwoven with the political situation of that
country. We cannot separate them; they are intrinsically
interwoven. Therefore, if you want economic stability
and political stability, those two have to go hand-in-hand,
as it happens in any developed country. We have now
established political stability. Some Hon. Members in the
Opposition and some members of the civil society still
hold the view and are propagating that this Government
does not have legitimacy.

©® eERND PVEBIW BEWIBHW E@BNDB) a0 O
8®»o 8OE sadiinwes wy Somved ¥ OBTFOS
Bemdr. T a8 c¥mdr, eBwise BE OO 3B
B8 w0 ©8Eed®sInd Hwiw, DuOEed BB 0D, HE
BBON ¢8) e HOB a8 “NIBR@D v o vy
Bom dm. J Bw apadln® O80Eed Bedn ©»Swd®
e® afoided ©rndud ©BOcems sOFOTHO a8
CEB8. OB aw iz »® @28y edxim.
B5038BOCHme B @@ Jd ed®mEns $rD0®WID®
7B ®Om» OO gud dddwes Beamn. guim I 00
@B »OB @® wesieny.

Sir, in this country, there were two banks that were
directly connected to the SME sector. Those were the
DFCC and the NDB. $e® dm o¢n Bgewn. @ o
s 88@rmed D1cDEO ¢dm GeC gewrddme ®IBIB
8 Beno @8) @086, 8n5red HOWO @ww Ao & & D100
2yey BBe® gofemsy »O8 & Fm o 05 oxern.
G 0®mwm¢ mog?!? VWO med I WOV g
o®me mog? & rn e D en VOO sBDEmBG
»Eo.

They converted those development banks into
commercial banks. Today, the NDB is called the NDB
Bank - the National Development Bank Bank. That is a
tragedy; that is a comedy.

Therefore, may I take this opportunity to suggest that
in this country, we need a development finance fund.
That fund should have at least US Dollars 1 billion so
that any entrepreneur like you, Sir, or any other young
person, particularly young people with innovative ideas
and women with good training and creative ideas, could
borrow money from that fund for investment in their
businesses and in turn, could contribute to our economy.
Worldwide, big corporations operate only 18 per cent of
the world economy and it is the small businesses and
enterprises which contribute to it mainly. Therefore, as a
new economic order, I would suggest and appeal to the
President, the Committee on Public Finance and the
Central Bank that we create, as early as possible, a
national SMME development fund for entrepreneurs and
if possible, that fund should be open to every citizen who
wants to do a business.

Then, let me talk about taxation. Everybody is talking
about extreme taxes here, as if Sri Lanka is the country
that taxes most, which is not the case. Sri Lanka,
compared to other countries in world economic indices, is
still a country having a lower rate of income tax and other
taxes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@61 (99028 w) ggedst Gaesdsy Bwmo

(orenr Ll (HevTHd) &Gresr rmaeusir)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Therefore, may I kindly suggest to the Hon. Prime
Minister Dinesh Gunawardena, who has a complete,
synchronized record of history about his services to this
nation, that we immediately enter into a public sector
reform programme, at least, by 2030. The productivity of
Sri Lanka’s public sector has to be doubled, if this nation
is to go forward, Sir. That is my third appeal.

Sir, I thank you for the time granted.

®0; Berdss w0 80isBn®s

(orenryflg Gussallar Lrds sallareri ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath. You have six
minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Industries

and Minister of Health)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama
do now take the Chair.
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g S8z 8, et @@ Sas.
aflearr flGlabsLLI (5) eTmmysGlsmerenLiLiL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. JAGATH SAMARAWICKRAMA took
the Chair.
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So, they think their money does not belong to the
State. That is the main issue we discussed this morning to
see whether the Central Bank comes under the purview of
Parliament as per Article 148 of the Constitution; that is a
very important issue which we discussed at that
Committee, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil
Premajayantha]

Question again proposed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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GYBTLILG., NUTSHLD P5BWUSHBLILIL LS.

afleursip, 2024 wiris 06, Ljseraslpeni i5ars Glsm migiLb.
The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil

Premajayantha]
Question again proposed.

@G BBk (490086) 138E 0f@BwsIm Swmo

(oreryll@ FL_sgrent (sevrBls)) &flsw LNBTomwbHs5)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil

Premajayantha]
Question again proposed.

@G BBt (400086) 8E 0f@LwsIm Swmo

(orenrflg FL_ssrent (vTBld) Hdsd LG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil

Premajayantha]
Question again proposed.

@G BBk (390081) 98E 0yf@LwsIm Swvmo

(oresryfl@ FULSgrent (sevrBld)) &dlsv LNCTomwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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alleurg, 2024 wris 06, rjserslpeow i5rs Glsm migiLb.

The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time". - [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil
Premajayantha]

Question again proposed.

@G BBk (490086) 138E 0f@BwsIm Swmo

(oresryll@ FL_sgrent (sevrBls)) &flsw NBTomwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time". - [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil

Premajayantha]
Question again proposed.

@G BBt (400086) 8E 0f@BwsIm Swmo

(orerflg FlL_ssrent (svTBld) sHdlsd LG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

w058 ©; OTHROA, BSOS ¢@imsn® 00NeDsY
® 89D BEHBT ewWdBEND 9e8ur WSB!

"2007 geom 07 ¢o» ©@00® smen 131 DoxiBe «deny
2023.01.17 5 988wl wom ¢ 2018.12.31 omzy ¢dws’ § D8sw
wew BEowE »0m ¢ SowmmuBdiwed RiHuves anes
BoeBn Berdd veme® 2018 sl £:88m D1bm0 a51@n BE

@n o.

(8396 mown BEAEC a@imsoeaBw cued®@m m0m wwd B8y
2023.03.22 2 @m0 @0 OB m00m 0wed Dmd 2023.03.24
25 28Ee®xn0 988uxr mom @2.)"

g 88z 8, e e8s®@» Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL(B) 6TDms CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.02 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 06th March, 2024.
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