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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE)]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC - Minister of

Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, today, I do not present the
Report of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms on the
Rules made by the incorporated Council of Legal
Education with with the concurrence of the Minister of
Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under
Section 7 of the Incorporated Council of Legal Education
Ordinance (Chapter 276) and published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2332/02 of 15" May 2023.

However, Sir, I present the Report of the Ministerial
Consultative Committee on Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms on -

(i)  Regulations made by the Minister of Justice with
the concurrence of the Chief Justice under Section
60 read with Section 61 of the Judicature Act, No.
2 of 1978 and published in Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2238/34 of 30" July, 2021;

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms with the
concurrence of the Chief Justice under Section 60
read with Section 61 of the Judicature Act, No. 2
of 1978 and published in Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2303/23 of 26™ October, 2022; and

(iii)) Regulations made by the Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms with the
concurrence of the Chief Justice under Section 61
read with Section 60 of the Judicature Act, No. 2
of 1978 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2362/67 of 14™ December,
2023, which were referred to the Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of .Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms for
report.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

8z ORIWOWD.

256 B Bes gom | ey 2 an®n BBO.

gHBOMS O tddr BB @SN
©®Omw
ISslwmaudur GlLrgidser Caemeud
FL_L ID: &TLDTETLD
ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES ACT: RESOLUTION

O YBBID CwRe® Svmo

(omevorLyLll@ Lrestesr remTgImhiss)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

00T Boewdds DONEWROB, ¢er®ims ©y  Coess
s8sem, hedn »OED, BT ©Y ¥ BEIT BIED
2@ e0NEDE @ BYB WwEHsT ewldENd @83wuxs
DO D!

"1979 gom 61 ¢Om gOHBL BVLED e vmer 2 DesIBw
0D  BrulwBOSw edn 08 @B IcHE amd, 2024
@808 13 oy B gom 2371/11 ¢S @B Beds o@d syed ¥
8 cveCamewrd vg »om @, 2024.02.20 8» 928ss mom
Gt YRBIS OB BE ¥ ©."

G S®eszn &Y, estwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLiL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

I

OC yesIm Seanon Svm

(orevor i@ LyFestest remTgImhids)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

©0T Boewdes mONEHROB, @5 Y G
s8em, Heda DOED, BET ©Y ¥ BT BIED
2@ DNEDsY @ sun BewsY ewldEd @eBuxs
»O5Y0!

"1979 gem 61 ¢ gEOen QwEm 0w vmen 2
DOsIBB y®CD BrNBBOSwW 0On 5108 ¢ ICHE amd, 2024
0808 13 8B gow 2371/16 ¢o» 8B Bods @d syed o
08 cueCamnewrd sg ®OT G, 2024.02.20 8 9B8sx mom ¢
YDRDIS OB WE ¥ ©@."

g 8@z &Y, wwo @@z Ses.
aflearr BlbHLILIL(B) 6TDmYs GClsmeemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

@S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

20506 8Pl d8s gow 3 8O 5 ¢ ewldsn @28sxs
RO,

3RO 830D BB Bewdw®

b 3lHgHIemMF FLU L 1D: LpBIGailFH6T
JUDICATURE ACT: REGULATIONS

OO Yeorsim Ceane® Onm

(omessryifl@ Lreesrer remrginis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

@0 Bewdds mOnemn®B, admden, BINBNGIJ
DOED 0 PRBNDHE O8DFH yRwodmoen FLimun®d
e0REDST @ BHH BCHBT ©wILEEND 9edun WIBD:

"1978 @om 2 ¢ almien 00 smes 61 dosiBwe
00® Buds @gn 60 dosiBe wdeod @y SBEDGISOIwed
OOV §BD, almoen ¢@imsddw B8sY e gD, 2021 HB
30 8B qom 2238/34 ¢om @B Dede 0@d vpyed sg ST C@
2024.01.09 2» 988ex mom ¢ Beowlo an®@n »e ¥n «."

(2@ OFREed em@Bw ¢ Bed.)"

50 q@m0D, 5w el Buw gom 4 ww 5 OB ewlBsn
¢ © @88t oD,

G 3008588 o GE.
QfledTir 6T(HIGHMIDLILIG)LIDD S
Question proposed.

@0 Bewrds mOBNEHRO)

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0; Besweats Cosee OB VIR0 Dnd 20
MG Bedm .



613 208E0®@sInd 614

[e3.20. 10.23]

®OC E50B8B BBt (400:8w) Beswgoes Gasesates Owmo

(@80, DBTDBNHIC HOYH V1 GeBEHO OO

YRS en gL imsn®)

(oreryllg sorrdud) FULgsrentl (Horpld) allmwsrev

rreougag - g, FHpIFTensvssT  eVIeusDEET  LOHMILD

OrAwevenoli WNIFTEHLOLIL) S|eHLFFT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC - Minister of

Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)

©0] Bewd®s mONemnOB, ac 8» Bewlo medd)
S 00 8Ee@xIndd 98t mOmDI. OB vegDBD
O O B, 2023 gom 9 ¢d cuen Beddd vmn 2023
genddn @wed 8018 E» mnwmOdwr 85 wuBm
W05 Cs. 000 svmer’ DIBWB amD BB BT
BBe® 8mw Dwd 28 gmen B @gnd Bem yBwswem
0850, sy BwrdOm Be® Emw Bwe® BBed® dcwe dvw
00 @@umD0wr @0m 08¢0 BPew. Y 48 O gdas
@OBE BHY®O BBWE, YW wmE O, 20238, &
Bustesy Bu agcided w@m®a8 1508 8» 80 9O smn
BoodOm 8w @n 00 0180 spnew ©8s Bedery Bws
DO C1e0. @8 0® vmn wdmeme weg dFws HBsied
0®fBed BBy 8y esInlkBn Dacwsy 8o yd8
©® @08 ACTOD BBe® ¢Dasmd @n&. §0 e®@nJ eCw®
a8 accw, cvemw, OO ®wyw OO ymn BIO w@s»d
0 0P BHHBO FNET WOTHO WOGH WE. &
20 000 v BwiOm REO 085 e®en ged ded
Bwoos@m § s o @8 gowds »om C1eo.

o »O8 »O&B 1954 805 Buwsd®m g 1954 gom 11
0y aCRHE voym. @B O »O8, 1994 gom 19 com
aCCHE ovd cren dIcrzn SOEGD EBBsY ww BBD.
BEIOB O 08, 1975 g 1 ¢y OF®O® w0 FOCHO
y® BBe® vmyn. & s RO gendd B, 88 v
Bedid wm» @28uvsy mIB8w, aEc® ¥ vemw 8D
Beadn s 806 SwnE drnews’ yYOE DO Beamdo.
eCR®WYO 2®n0D, ¥l ado BHAowmwenw ©wHnd, Bvew
B wdems & 80 Fnes »OR Beadmd. & @80
Bowems amd, ¢8 ey Dde 0D »wesidr &
Beadmrydn. & O1dOED gines 00mr, 0uedoBm goned
accE G 89, BBw et A 0RO wy 9 839, &
Ded®, whistleblower rights Bezm o». & RBesles’
(B Hed Oe08D »8 esinied @B3B0:8mO gidwie
516108

& D0d®, OF®® v IO BBw Bawe e¢dvnnm
BBo. & BBwe w0 OEROsIcs OFHO v Ho®»O
YR OO WONBDRDIO WIS . HOBOGY
B50FBBO3w@0O ©I0 @D, GRS GB GPUDBY YR BIO
0 ¢ DY, S0 BEe BB adFvemen’ sywi. &
D0d®, DO wH NOWO Yme Ch 2O o DoRew
9B »eBEHe® H3wr. & Bustest RBewsd Do
5108 B ®eEH®. 0@ v HWwSOWI® GoOH
Penod wvededd, J Bugeern a8 & BBe aned estnlon
®OB® wOgn me. g8 En 0 oder
B038B0Swensy. o DI w1 NOWO yma CHo
200 0@ ewBye b BRWO BrNRBBOSw,
S BYDICOT, B wWIDE O FOBDG, yOBOGST,
es¥Boc, emBssy  @wdE 20008287, O15)
©2®e38e3D0], 59208 BDS, Eezed $18s eeded Bwm
BRI 0030, Bedn ¢ EHEOE ®OYn OB
Bwm B85 BOw. 8O ¢@mcD, Bdwm erxndens, u®

BGmen w0dsIVews’ ®»Own WO BEOs svE
©00e® Brnlews e O (v BHBO wewr gRm
B BGmen 0O wepn OoFm®, & mwenmed eude
WO Bow® e@hews’ vng ©O0e® Berdewn §evs,
©® 0wl FRED 0D BuEr @0QEIEB e 8¢ MBI
208857 65100 DE® 8@ Beamo.

OmemO 0® OFHO® @y NI BBe BF WO
0Eddyed ¢@eom, aC®Bed ¢@eom B3wWO O
eD5TenY W1, DeVE BNCOD PEE DOV O Hoadsy
. ©® BOIFTVD AYeed EB8E BBww. OO WO
gaw esngsiesns §8eE 1,000 ¢Rwer Be® m»osin
08, aldwienwed dCw BPoed. a8 Cemedn
eOmD, 0® wEnw edmE WO I 988sy Wiy CI®
OF®DO® NOWO® Ymor ©wOITVewWsY /BB DWe RS
©wWINE®OD) WOYH WOSID. 88 smnd BB GrEs
»Ed, online s wderd MmOGD WOBT®). 1w ©wsy ¢
Oy eudc® Hyod yod 95y EDEIED Om wdws’ online
system ©m0 ¢d 0D el DIHO IO e®dOSA
B @m0ns; CHh ¢o7 vy Sgw afdided 8 achsy
©3I00 yodBTHY BBy BNW. VINB el DFHODE e
Yoo, @l & BEae c¥m By ames »oIm yodsy.
& Ded® «® mpyForned DIBHODE ©dmE edme,
BEm NEe @n ©O0e® edmws Om»D »O, I»
0w BHwd alert Om OB ¢ M® @crId, 005TH 0O
s8Fv O AT yey oW Do Omemd
BEBsI0 & wewr gdeEd creamn. ¢8 & exly s ¢y
®enn wmd. & wewr SodBwe JODE womw, wwiw &8
PC 0 BeadmD. 8 desedsn edmd, 988 oy ecm
FnEe® @® system Om wd®ySemewrs’ wme DO BT ®m
BOsIm. & OFWO, 1® mvnFenw ¢CCuRs (BB sy
e 05D odueE BedmDr 50, edwoen Bewlo ©&sY
O» F edug emd orIn), G BIn® BOTD 0® Ry
DC® &0 Bedmrds. @® evwBsy v® mpyens dod®as
oo BBEE & Yo 808 WO gewddmen ovd
edug 8CO oW, Iwdm mtes BBOW WIEo
Bedmrydns m0, S @ed 00 eosIdr oB3® wewr adws
Bewlo Eh 8e® s 0® ¥8s ¢dwiewmwed @ 3@
Bedmrydn. & Dned® pewddm danews’ o® @wO®ITDD
DGR WOBTesT OO 6w ¢echd B dfur srBseod
m¥wacee - United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime or
UNODC.

asy @8 cwsne B30 s ©00nm moeem
Bodmrydn, qucid) »HPOEE gomsdons Daewrsy wwewnd®nn
G 2O wew. & wewn 48 emnewms Cosswes’ et B8y®
atwesy DOE BedmID. dBeEd ¢ed 6ed BE FBoIDGE
882D g0 & S35 wBwr et oI OO0
Beamdr 50 & cEse @€ 83Im», guvd I gdaxs
BHEWIOW N ELBIB). geNIN DRews’ & ¢¢dw gowvsy
& v 9E e, a8 & wwow b ecsimy & 8350n.
& amd ¢y 000 BBw FHws®n BBew D00 o 0O
Bodmrydn. & wewr SodvewsI® ed@Ei8 wdusigme BIOO
0 g0 edxtesy, 1978 gum 2 ¢on aldmden oD
son8. & el »O8 edWmiwmwd »HPOW 6 ©sI»,
PO B OB DCEW BedsTess.

©® sy woOe § RO O ¢gdWmSemnnm 8O
Bws) m0wwd §HED g D3w0 Bedn) ICHE MO
0® BewlnvdBsY ¢8 Bw® w0 Bedmds, § Como &5
Sl emel 880 @wilmiemed nO8 0® smm wden)
OB emwm 808w yn PO 8108 gieor Bwee. &
Ded® oemeg® 883 Oovdp aldwmimed »OB



615 2024 o208 21 616

Bendps ¢dmimemO dwn BOEO w®wews e HB
2P0 908w gFed. v 8 28 e®ems’ BusTesy vy,
e® @3moem DCW EMERD B HO®D BwEr. @O
DOGm a8 O i®®» mEy o8B, ©d; Bewles
DOIBNBDROB, 928u 0dm »E Yrme amd a8 oy
DIEDHD BETID § Corn OBWOwmRO -8
B0 e0e08- & AEE D . O CBEOST
BBHECE OBROB, & o & Jed  gncid
BB OB 0® ACe ¢8 I ecsiosy. gud gdas 5O
@Mz O® BE) WD ICE VMOJ O yOOTT,
MEC 0O yOOT, 3mcdysed edrIm HyO LY, d5n®
e0EO® I %@ edwimuemd & admie e ©Oded®
B0 Bedmd. & wen nO8 0® Bewlw 988sxs mSE
Bearsier). dodeews’® o® wmenr ©cdm, RTO® ©»
PHODB) EMOBOE Beds) HPDED ¢HedB 0® ad3moem
Acw BHFds WO Beadsiery. & axnd »oex
208Ee®sTned wfs e O® D Bedmdo,
OROCOBLY 05000 0@ Bewd® 8ddn BOsIH.

3eY W0 e®wl. ©d Bewdds DOIBNEDHOR,
0082 48 928ur S Beamn, 2022 @Fendds 26 8xyA
aozm 2303/23 ¢com @B Bods owd vpe ww 2021 ¥& 30
oy B qom 2238/34 ¢om 9B Sods 01wd vyw.

Those are also with regard to the jurisdiction of the
courts. Sir, as you are aware, the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces were merged at a particular time. During the
period when both the provinces were merged, they were
functioning together and certain statutes had been passed
by the North Eastern Provincial Council. But now, there
is a practical issue because they made those statues as the
Provincial Council of the merged North-East Provinces
and there are certain financial statutes that had been
adopted by them. But, later on, the Supreme Court made a
Determination, I think the Hon. Anura Dissanayake
knows, when the JVP went to the Supreme Court that the
merger was illegal and accordingly, the two provinces
were demerged. As a result of the demerger of the two
provinces, now the question arises as to how to recover
the defaulted taxes under the existing financial statutes,
because at the time when the statutes were passed, it was
one merged area and had one provincial legal system. So,
now, after the demerger of the two provinces, there is a
practical issue as to which court has the power to recover
the defaulted taxes and levies. For that purpose, we will
have to give jurisdictions separately. That is, for the
courts sitting in the Northern Province to collect all
defaulted revenues in that province and similarly, if there
are taxes and levies defaulted by people who are obliged
to pay in the Eastern Province, we are empowering the
courts in the Eastern Province to collect them. It is only
for that purpose we have made these two Regulations
under the Judicature Act, which I have presented today.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

Hon. Presiding Member, before I speak on the subject
under discussion, let me take this opportunity to give a
very important message to this august Assembly. That is
about an interesting and valuable article written by Mr.
Dharshan Weerasekera, a Sri Lankan lawyer pursuing his
LLM Degree at the University of Colombo, published in
the prestigious Groningen Journal of International Law.

We know that we had fought the war for over 30
years and defeated the most ruthless terrorist organization
in the world. But yet, the United States and the other
western countries are trying their best to punish us
through various UN Resolutions over war crime charges.
They adopted a series of Resolutions from 2012 to 2019
on Sri Lanka, calling for accountability for war crimes
purportedly committed during the war against the LTTE.
Dharshan was in the forefront in fighting against those
Resolutions and was instrumental in preparing the
rebuttal rejecting all the allegations regarding war crimes.
I had the good fortune of handing over that document to
the UNHRC in person in Geneva together with the
reports of the six war crime experts attached to the
Paranagama Commission. They are, Sir Desmond de
Silva, Sir Geoffrey Nice, Prof. Michael Newton, Prof.
Michael Crane, Rodney Dixon and Major General John
Holmes. They all have confirmed that Sri Lankan forces
had never committed any war crimes.

Dharshan’s article is titled “A UNHRC Resolution of
Questionable Legality on Sri Lanka and its Importance as
a Catalyst for Future UN Reform”. In it, he proves that
these Resolutions sponsored by the United States and its
allies are not to foster peace and reconciliation in Sri
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Lanka, but innovative tactics to enable them to intervene
in the internal affairs of weak nations by using the
UNHRC as a conduit. Also, I must say that we see how
even the present US Ambassador to Sri Lanka interferes
in every domestic affair in our country, violating the
Vienna Convention. In that state of affairs, I congratulate
our President Ranil Wickremesinghe for keeping her in
the proper place when she tried to find fault with the
manner in which the “aragalaya” was dispersed.
Dharshan also proves that in pursuing these Resolutions,
the UNHRC has violated the fundamental principles of
the Charter of UN as well as UNHRC’s founding
documents. He says that it is in the interest of all persons
who value the rule of law in international affairs that he
brings out what exactly has happened so that they could
advocate for the relevant reforms in order to prevent the
United Nations from losing its credibility any further.

Madam, the Groningen Journal is a reputed
international journal of international law. The Editor-in-
Chief of the journal has made a special comment on
Dharshan’s paper in this manner. He says, “Dharshan
Weerasekera exposes how powerful States use
international institutions to monitor the developing world
and its respect for International Law. In this regard, the
author assesses the possibility of reforming the UN
system and ensuring the total equality of States, without
having monitoring mechanisms only in respect of a
specific group of States.” Dharshan was born and raised
in Sri Lanka, but educated at the University of California
at Berkeley and also at the University of lowa in the US.
He is the former Head of the Legal Unit of the Eastern
Province Provincial Council, worked briefly at the Sri
Defence Ministry and also as a consultant to the Foreign
Ministry. Madam, I now table* this valuable article
written by Dharshan Weerasekera and published in the
prestigious Groningen Journal of International Law..
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I would like to say that in English also. Had he been
there, unfortunately, he would not have understood it
because I spoke in English. It was an event, a roadshow,
at Sofitel Mumbai BKC and more than 400 participants,
travel agents, were there. I humbly thanked India for
saving Sri Lanka during the last 13 to 14 months by
sending us the maximum number of tourists. I was
speaking on that and went on to elaborate the connection
Sri Lanka has with India, not only through history, but
with our words, our music, our film industry and our
foods. In Kerala, they call it "appam"” and we call it
“aappa’”; then, they call "Idiyappam" and we call it
"Indiaapa”. So, 1 was just explaining that both our
countries are very similar, that Sri Lanka is a part of
India. I cannot sell Sri Lanka to India. What kind of an
imbecile is that particular person, who is trying to create
something which is completely out of context?

Yeu» 0vRdm 0o @5IFndeB, let me mention why
I am quite disappointed. If you go back to the Rama and
Sita story and from where even Buddhism came to Sri
Lanka, you would realize that we all had a connection
with India; it is time to say that we all are brothers.
Whenever we were in a difficult situation - ¢®c@d
98 ozim m»=» - India has always supported us,
India has backed us. Indian Credit Line &= e¢memd, it
is a good country; ged OO edews nBO eImEO
9578w@d gud edevs e¢memd, it is good country;
ocimed edm RBg cOm cricket team Omz Eom00O
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Os3esy 5B 9rilwied team Om Smox o€ India is
g00d; 9zI8wied touristcy Eez0dd dmex»d, India is
good. But, when I asked Indians to come and invest in Sri
Lanka, then that is bad.

8B, B.08H010, OCwIBwD wsy Cosswsy ey eOE
Bodsiery mewddmewd & CODED &y Bend, through
investments. ITC Ratnadipa, which is being built in front of
the Galle Face right next to the Taj Samudra, is the first
Indian hotel opened outside India. That is an investment by
India. So, how would a country develop without
investments?

& gdocw 803w wsided communication centre Oz
WO Syen 03, omidvBews ew. & ydocwd &
investment = oemwews’ @b Bwecr O cxfery Bywri.
OB, O g e »O IO ecImewrs’ investments
Ce5I® A2y, D5wedn D& 90 8w ocim AdEDemn’
508 @uiewid. @rIlwds Om omecy RS,
9Bwned 9eE ol CO O By ey BOITTVO vy
WO 0 BB o, & ed@Es ©¢d8, myewnm BEedn
©12 O® 9m0® 8B edHD.

g ylocw Ded® »O8 8w 100 dwmn mdy
"©®®d." @d yglocws, ¥ 00 8 FoT @, PHBY
@R cEwenny #OEE, ©® O wen §»
Cotssw mOm By B emdendewd eisieoms. &
emdendiewd e¢izn HOB g; e®mwmm vl SFeET®
cenw mosTesy. B mO3w ®Ye?

Sed-euvebe 10ccomw, 15ecomdyd wdidm wy @8®
3©5000w 88800 #BEE BediRmDR 101 YDo.

They were the exact people who went on to say that
women could become barren because of the brassieres
they wear, that they could become barren because of the
“kottu rotis” they eat. They were the same people who
created those sentiments in the country, which made the
country fell apart. They are responsible for that.

Today, they are saying the same thing when I
appreciate India. India's External Affairs Minister
mentioned that whoever who wants to travel out of their
country should first travel to Sri Lanka. What a brilliant
statement! Therefore, should I not to say that Sri Lanka
and India are part of each other? I said that because we
have a great history. oBwiww gdevm ICBID.
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emewsie @ed, MedHed BmHND e 05T
oerf, ®0 8GR OFEeOm &y eAIDOE Bednm
a0 emensic @ed? emnedsl dnos! o8, d»id
el ®OC 0 sl Buy ylocs o5 dw. s33e
»538ed emd@ygBeiesimdewund 8 cHHd ecsIm
OB 3. OB 990 & g IO LeBDEWO
B8 oy oddE o ©8 e Be®sy ewcd ¢sim
Beso & BEIED o mIBIB 23 O1B Byo1.

O §Eoe3vNGe) OG0B

(oreTyLfl@ SeweVemLSTERIGL 2 nilesTi SjeuTser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

@G 85T Yyrslg Swmo
(oressryfl@ amflsst LFeTTHEI)
(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

I will wind up, Madam.

I would like to reiterate that Sri Lanka is indebted to
India for all the support they have given us. Investing in
Sri Lanka and selling the country are two different things.
We are not selling the country. We would invite any
country to invest in Sri Lanka at this moment. I am proud
to say that we have turned around the downward trend in
tourism; the number of tourists has been increasing and
the forward bookings look amazingly good. Therefore,
Sri Lanka is walking in the right direction. So, even if
somebody wants to use that situation to their advantage
just because I used the word "part" - I said "Sri Lanka is a
part of India" - & "part" Bwm DO»wD @® @e heart =
DENEHB B OO0 OO MEAE eDBTBT BNW.

Madam, there is a famous quote by Sir Winston
Churchill which says “You will never reach your
destination if you stop and throw stones at every dog that
barks”. I think this person is worse than a dog. So, I do
not want to stop and throw stones at that dog. I would
rather throw some bones at that dog because he would
love to chew those bones and wait.

Then, on that note, I would say that I am grateful to
India for all the support they have been giving us with
regard to tourism and all the support they had rendered us
when we were deep in this economic crisis. We will
continue to work with India, which always helps us. We
call that country a “brother” when we need their help and
when we want to do our politics, we look down upon
them. I am not that type of a politician. I am grateful for
their support, proud of what we have achieved so far and
will continue to work with them. If anybody wants to
take me to court saying that I have violated the
Constitution, I am ever willing to go before any court and
defend myself.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera - Minister of Power and

Energy)
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(LomessTL 0@ SEPEVMLOGTHRIG 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uT&6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Madhura Withanage to the Chair?

o0 8.8. Dy Pwm (B8¢BIAE o WA s

8@ ®0)

(wrewsryflg 1900, FTers - lerFsdl WWOHMID  euIFsHH

@) TTRThIS HEHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka - State Minister of Power and

Energy)

Madam, I propose that the Hon. Madhura Withanage
do now take the Chair.

@G 8.8. oo Ouwm (8@ ©wdus w@.DED® Coess
3@ ®0)

(wrewrfl@ 1e.1f. Canrd - HTepemL auarhiIger Lilallhdhs
@) TTEThISG HEDLEFT)

(The Hon. D.B. Herath - State Minister of Livestock
Development)

5827 955 o G&

2 GLorBlGEmi.
Seconded.

gadmas S8z @EY, et O8» Se.
aflsorir BISBLILIL B eTDmIS CIBTeTaTLiIL 1 S).
Question put, and agreed to.

e®G® @0 (@88ws) w8 ¢@®obes e®emdes
Oenessy 90 Goewsd, od 4o Smmed Owm
Boes2300;8) Ses.

YSILIDS, (sovrpls]) (Glssvai)  amiflsf)
YT YUTHET Y&bB T TFIGBI TR YHVG6d, LOTITLILE S,
L0/ BTG 6T 61T HENGVEWLD 6UBIGBT T H6IT.

Whereupon THE HON. (DR.) (MS.) HARINI AMARASURIYA left
the Chair, and THE HON. MADHURA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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I thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for giving me
some time to participate in this Debate, considering the
present situation facing the country.

As far as the North and the East is concerned, Sir, you
would appreciate that it is a region which has come out of
a war situation, a war that lasted for over 30 years. In
those 30 years, there was an economic blockade that
completely crippled economic growth in that area. People
somewhat survived because it was a closed economy in
that war zone. Therefore, they somehow managed
because the competition was within. Since the end of the
war, it has been 15 years now, but not a single
Government or whichever party that formed the
Government has had a comprehensive economic
programme to, first, protect the economy of the people of
the North and the East and thereafter, to allow it to grow
so that it could compete with that of the rest of the
country. It is without having any help or intervention that
this economic crisis has also hit the North and the East.

Sir, if you take the economy of the North and the
East, to a great extent, it depends on fisheries. Also, if
you take Sri Lanka’s coastline, well over 60 per cent of it
is found in the North and the East because of its
geographical nature or the way in which the North and
the East is formed. Therefore, naturally, fisheries is a
major sector in the economy of the area. Whilst this is the
case, Sir, during the 30 years of war, fishing was banned
in the North and the East. It was only during the peace
process that there was some relaxation of the ban for the
fishermen to go a couple of kilometres out into the sea,
but more or less, it was banned even then. Under those
circumstances, at the end of the war, those fisher folk
were trying to stand up on their own feet; finally, they felt
that they could get back on their feet.
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When this scenario was playing out, we, all of a
sudden, had fishermen from India, particularly from
Tamil Nadu, coming into Sri Lankan waters and fishing.
The important thing is, the type of fishing methods those
trawlers were using were banned internationally and the
outcome of that trawler-fishing was, the destruction of the
seabed. So, there was a lot of opposition. Those trawlers
coming into the waters of the North and the East also
eventually end up destroying the assets of the local
fishermen. We had been bringing this issue up several
times with the Sri Lankan Government, but to no avail.
To date, Sir, those Indian fishermen are allowed to come
into the waters of the North and the East and
systematically destroy the assets of the local fishermen. I
am saying that they are deliberately allowed to because if
the Navy wanted to stop them, they could have done so. I
do not know whether you are aware, Sir, but if you go to
the coastline of the North and the East, you would find
that there is either a major navy camp or a naval point at
every kilometre. There is an oppressive presence of the
Navy and the Navy is present there by illegal means.
They have confiscated privately-owned property in order
to have this physical presence on the coast of the North
and the East. You confiscate our own property and create
an oppressive presence there for the purpose of “securing
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the country”
while here, you have foreign fishermen coming into Sri
Lankan waters everyday, destroying the assets of the local
people, but you sit there watching merry.

Surely, there is something wrong here! This is a Navy
which, at every opportunity, boasts that they managed to
destroy the LTTE and the LTTE’s naval capacity. Well,
here, you have a situation where you have strengthened
the Navy’s presence in the North and the East, When the
LTTE was there, you did not have this presence; today,
you have strengthened their presence in the North and the
East. You are getting so many donations from various
other navies, various other countries to strengthen your
naval capacity and despite that, these foreign fishermen
are allowed to come. It is because they are allowed to
come, not because of anything else. So, that is the reality,
Sir. During the war, there was a ban on fishing. Then,
after the war, you are deliberately allowing foreign
fishermen to come in and destroy the assets of the local
fishermen in the North and the East. It cannot be any
other reason than to deliberately destroy their existence,
their livelihood so that they would leave that land and
then, you could grab that land, which you already illegally
occupy. That has to be the only reason.

That is not the only way in which you are trying to
destroy them. Now, you are allowing sea cucumber
farming in the lagoon areas in the North. Sea cucumber
farming, Sir, is an alien profession to the local fishermen;
it is not something they are accustomed to. It is being
done in such a scale that the local fisherfolk are unable
even to get into the waters! Such is the oppressive
presence of these sea cucumber farms. And, who is
farming, who are getting licences to have those farms

operated? It is the Minister’s goons, people who have
nothing to do with fishing or with that area. They are the
ones who are entitled to be given those licences and in
the process of those licences being granted, again, the
fishing infrastructure in that area is being destroyed. So,
in every way possible, the livelihoods of the fisherfolk
are being destroyed.

Yesterday, there was a protest by local fishermen.
They had gone in front of the Indian Consulate in Jaffna
and protested. They have a right to protest, but my view
is that it is not the Indian Consulate that they should
protest before, but they should go to that Minister. He is a
Member of Parliament from Jaffna. They should go to
that Minister, go before the Naval Command of the area.
It is their duties that are not being properly done. If they
had done their duties properly, there would not be any
problem. They are having a presence to the detriment of
the local people, saying that they are there to protect our
interests when, in fact, they are doing the complete
opposite. So, that is the reality, Sir. We are debating
today a situation where the county is supposed to be
coming out of an economic crisis, but as far as the North
and the East is concerned, it is not so. So, that was just
one example I gave you. I can tell you another example
with regard to farming, about the way in which the
livelihoods of the local farmers are being destroyed, but I
do not have enough time.

So, that is what is happening. I do not know what the
case is in the South, but definitely in the North and the
East, this economic crisis is being used deliberately to
disenfranchise the local population’s economy to a point
that they are forced to leave this land, to somehow try and
escape so that they could at least survive. And that,
obviously, must be the agenda of this Government, Sir.

It is in this backdrop that elections are going to come
up. This Government is behaving in such an oppressive
way, but we have nothing coming from the Opposition,
whichever party that may be. They know what is actually
happening there, they know how this Government is
deliberately acting in a way to destroy the livelihoods of
our people, but they have no voice to stand up and say
that this is what is happening. Therefore, Sir, these
elections that the people in the North and the East are
going to face will be an acid test, where the people, this
time, could very clearly demonstrate what their opinion is
with regard to how they have been treated in the last 15
years since the end of the war. And, it is on that basis, Sir,
that we urge the Tamil people to use the opportunity of
the elections that are coming up to give a very clear
message to everybody who is taking them for granted.

I thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Kins Nelson. You have
six minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Kins Nelson)

OB ®D ¢ 5T WOBID, GRowsNTi OO OB HOA.

gc ©0 @80 W WOY el sPseds, Suvedsy
D Oc0® Bwy s HOB Oy JeWed eE¥de WOB
BEudsfed D198 08 Hew Bws) mCeH®. 0@ CBed
edomesied EPF o» 8wwed 90 g8 odmemd &
emdesied EPF 9m 8rwd 27m mnaheos 83w; @gsTed
0198 OB Pew. 0® OFFOs; 22509 ouimyds mbw
eaces. god Bwugd emenyd oems, dYed 8m
20590 Bawe? 6BwsE 38,0008. @8 & o ewddnsndxsl
928uf e ®aws O DD, BBBD  WOCDIE)
OB @ O  wed w@Emen drnewsy
95ImHD0. @8 OO O WD EwWIvEVD 988sx e,
ged BucedmO @d® daews’ Gi8wecE 45,0000 O9wl
C eIy BeEo. ¢’ ged B8wgd; emenmw ofemis,
RPsTO OB WO Bwdm DO oy & emEEsIO
pension ¥ Credsiesy myw, OT mwy, batta sy:.

O §RoesN0e) OIEn®

(omevsTLLll@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Your time is over. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Ashoka Priyantha. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan.
You have 17 minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama to the Chair?
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(resTyll@g Frwy FIDUS SFBTWSS - JYTIDLS 0E5506\STLHL
@) TTERThIS HEHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake - State Minister
of Primary Industries)
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(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
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Seconded.
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afleoarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.
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YU BT BEWMEVSHLD 6UBIS5H T 56N,

Whereupon THE HON. S.M.M. MUSZHAARAFF left the Chair,
and THE HON. JAGATH SAMARAWICKRAMA took the Chair.

[L7.L. 4.01]
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(The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan)
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, the current economic
situation in Sri Lanka is challenging, characterized by low
GDP growth, high public debt, fiscal deficits, balance of
payments issues, a depreciating currency and rising
inflation. Sri Lanka's economy has faced several such
challenges in recent years. Those challenges have been
exacerbated by the impact of mismanagement, corruption,
nepotism and lack of rule of law, which have also led to
disruptions in various sectors and a decline in economic
activities.

The report by Verité Research highlights their concern
about lack of action in Sri Lanka regarding blacklisting

contractors engaged in corrupt practices in public
procurements. In contrast to other South Asian countries
like Nepal and Bangladesh, which have hundreds of
contractors blacklisted for corrupt activities, Sri Lanka
has not blacklisted even a single contractor for such
actions. This has led Sri Lanka to have the worst record
among the South Asian countries in that regard.

Corruption has been a significant contributing factor
to economic losses in Sri Lanka. Rampant corruption
leads to misallocation of resources, undermines investor
confidence, deters foreign investments and hampers
economic growth. Corruption in government institutions
and public services distorts market mechanisms,
increases the cost of doing business and reduces overall
economic efficiency.

Sir, farmers in Sri Lanka face numerous challenges,
including lack of access to credit, fluctuating market
prices, inadequate infrastructure and difficulties in
obtaining quality inputs such as seeds and fertilizers.
Additionally, unpredictable weather patterns and natural
disasters pose risks to crop yields and livelihoods.
Fishermen also encounter various issues, such as
competition from industrial fishing vessels, overfishing,
declining fish stocks and environmental degradation.
Also lack of proper equipment, safety measures and
market access further hinder the fishing industry’s
sustainable development.

Sir, the northern and the eastern parts of Sri Lanka
have suffered immensely from the effects of the civil war,
which occurred between 1983 and 2009, resulting in
widespread displacement, infrastructure destruction and
increased poverty. Even after the conflict ended, those
regions still face economic challenges such as limited job
opportunities and insufficient access to basic services,
particularly affecting the agricultural sector. Social issues
like limited education and access to healthcare further
perpetuate poverty, affecting vulnerable groups like war-
affected populations and marginalized communities.

Sir, rebuilding and recovering from the conflict’s
impact in the Northern and the Eastern regions is still
ongoing, necessitating reconciliation efforts,
infrastructure development and economic revitalization
for sustainable progress. To address those challenges,
targeted poverty alleviation programmes, improved
infrastructure, access to markets, job creation, education,
healthcare and social services are crucial. Strengthening
community-based initiatives and  ensuring the
participation of marginalized groups in development
efforts are essential for promoting sustainable
development and enhancing the well-being of the
population in those regions.

Sir, corruption remains a prevalent issue in Sri Lanka
with reports of corrupt practices in government
institutions, public services, procurement processes and
other sectors. Corruption undermines the rule of law,
erodes public trust in the Government and distorts market
mechanisms. It hinders economic growth by increasing
the cost of doing business, deterring foreign investments
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and fostering an environment of cronyism and rent-
seeking behavior.

Sir, to address corruption and improve the economic
situation in Sri Lanka, comprehensive reforms, increased
transparency, strengthened institutions and effective
enforcement of anti-corruption laws are required.
Transparent governance, accountability mechanisms and
ethical leadership are essential to combatting corruption
and promoting sustainable economic development.

Having said that, I thank you, Sir, for the opportunity.
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Thank you very much, Hon. Presiding Member, for
giving me this opportunity to address this House on the
pathetic situation in the country.

Sir, as you know, the younger generation of our
country is facing very serious issues, especially
unemployment. The Government, most probably, must be
thinking that they could somehow win their votes by
giving them something. But, actually, that is not the
expectation of our youth. The youth expect quality
education and better job opportunities.

As you know, most of our leaders pay their attention
to the monetary and fiscal policies. But, by adopting those
policies, what happened to the country during previous
years? Most of our young people live in poverty and
because of that, they try to migrate to other countries
seeking job opportunities. That is what is happening
today.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
22nd February, 2024.
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