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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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AFFIRMATION: THE HON. L.K. JAGATH
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The Hon. L. K. Jagath Priyankara made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Hon. Speaker, I have just one question to ask from the
Hon. Minister. That is, the Asia Internet Coalition, which
includes Facebook, Instagram and other platforms, has
very categorically said that this law is unworkable in its
current form and that they are not going to cooperate with
the police and the other Government agencies because
there is no safe harbour provision. Therefore, they are
now criminally liable. So, I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister whether that statement is still valid. That means,
there is no collaboration and cooperation between those
platforms and your Government. Therefore, what do you
plan to do to ensure that that collaboration and
cooperation happens again? Thank you.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. You
have 13 minutes.

[12.34 p.m.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Presiding Member, the Hon. President made the
Statement of Government Policy yesterday at the opening
of the Fifth Session of Parliament. He has made this a
practice in his short tenure; as President, he has done this
many times. One wondered each time he prorogued
Parliament, why he was doing so. Now, it seems fairly
clear to us that he loves to make a Throne Speech. As
often as he could, he mounts that Chair and says to the
House and the nation all the things that he had wanted to
say for several decades.

So, while he enjoys himself doing that, the citizens of
the country are in utter peril due to the economic
situation. Of course, the President waxes eloquent about
how much he has turned the economy around. All of us
know that those are hollow words. It is true that there is a
semblance of normality that has been restored. With his
long experience, one must concede that he has somewhat
steadied the ship, and we wish to congratulate him on
that. But, when you have a moratorium on debt
repayment, that is a looming disaster. It gives you
immediate relief only to have darker clouds surround the
country a little later. Similarly, the IMF relief enables us
to borrow more now. Well, we need to borrow, no one
disputes that, but that can only take us into further debt.
So, it seems that on the outward, things are rosy, but, in
fact, they are not. A long-term look will tell us that that is
not true and the country must realize that.

The country must also realize that the President has
declared this year an election year, as though it is entirely
at his disposal to decide on election dates. We are a
Republic; we are not a monarchy. Our Constitution and
the laws stipulate when periodic elections must be held.
When the Local Authorities Elections were declared to be
held early last year, by a sleight of hand, by not signing
the warrant to release the money, the Minister of Finance,
the President himself, thwarted the citizens of this country
from exercising their franchise. That is a violation, a
violation against democracy and a violation of the
Constitution. For a long period now, the Provincial
Council Elections, too, have not been held. I have
repeatedly reminded the Prime Minister that, following
his own Select Committee’s recommendations, I have
introduced a Private Members’ Bill and if it is passed, the
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Provincial Councils Elections could immediately be held.
But, they are holding that back. And now, the President
has decided that the Presidential Election must be held
and so, the Treasury has been advised to release funds for
two elections - the Presidential Election and a General
Election - this year. We all know that when President
signals right, he often turns left. So, we are not quite sure
what this signalling really is. Nevertheless, you cannot
build the economy of a country by the way you suppress
people from exercising their franchise, expressing their
dissent and by oppressive methods, and that is what we
see.

You can say all you want as a statement of
government policy, and one thing I want to highlight here
is that, as he took office, the President came to this House
and asked, “First, shall we resolve the ethnic conflict?”
He asked that from everyone in the House. Everyone put
their hands up and said, “Yes, we will do it” and he
assured us that that would be done before the Seventy
Fifth Independence Day celebration, which happened last
year. Now, we have gone past the Seventy Sixth
Independence Day as well, and not a hum, not a word
from the President on that issue.
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said, "That is the date for the next meeting". That is the
only thing that is implemented.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan. You have 13
minutes.

[19.L1. 2.03]

®S DaFded BEOEDNIEsT Bwmo

(orerLLfl@ FTeiTerv BiTLO6VBTSH6T)

(The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan)

weirW], Gaserrey @Gudsaflsr Lrgls seaisreri oeuisGer!
Crpewpuwiglerid wreaprll@ WeTTSILS] HeuissT OTFTnIss,
Fledr  Q&ETeiTewst  LITSL T 2 ewrevil  UTTTEHLOSTMS SV
YOV BHSTT. YHICOSTLTUTS @h Fev HHSSHIHEWET BT6dT
peremeudss  allpoyderCmeir.  @Gmllurs, BrigenenLw
QuUIrHeTTSTT BleweVeweniw ewWLILIBSSSSTET Bj6u([HewL W
&(HSBIH6T @) (HHSHET. YTV, @)bb BTL Lg60 HLOLPTS6ITLE S Tesr
@erfluresr @sGwsdD OCeTLidfwrs BeoLGLDMIS
Qaresst(h) @) (HESTDGI; SLPTHEHDLW HTewflser LpPlebsL
Ul (& C&ETenTy HESlSTDET; SLOPTHEHHL W DS SjewL_WT
STBIGET, SVTFTT DL WTeTBIGET flGslul (Hd Clasrerig
(HbBeTmesr.  (F)emeu LTI UL euiser
6ThBAINBLOTET &(HSSHIHEMEMILD (LPEITENeUHBTHSG Heusnevwaflds
HTMGI.

Qariurs

Qaemrey  @Gudseflar Urals seallsreri  oeuisGer,
Crppewpuwiglerid wrewll@ meTTus SeuisHer @) revr(®
WlevedliiedT  WwEHEHEG  srewt] o fleww  euypBISWSTHL
Qumpewwwrs o sprwrHBU)BHSTT.  HjeusuTrHoHemnasullsy,
CrhHewn WIS eTIDIn L LO6ITETTT Teul L gHle0 Fl(HdEGCsdheeurid
HrTigsled @) HEHTD s EhdS:GHF QFTHBLTET, 6TMHHTE6u
3 UBHLBIGERGEG T BISTHESSTL iy eupmislw
Cuil @plevtiuullir QFiidlern  afleusrids sHrenflsener  auer
@evrsTalh@dE CFTHBLIeT Srawlsarrs enLwrerliLBdbs]
USMG auer @ersrensud CFibgeuiser pwmnd GFiFmd
HDTiger. HsueurCmesflsd, @)Hener sTeueuTm LITT &S (LpigujLb?

B LEHEHMLI SHTewTl;, YSMHGH6T 6ussT @)eVrarallei
BWITH  SHBIGEHEDLW  HT6T 6 W6
usvemasswiw  @)Heusn@ wwmnd CFuSleTmriser; srerGou

@ Quwil

BT 2 L TIGWITH BIMISHSBeuawT(HID 6T60 BT6T TFThIdS
gFuflwd UrGss Gawevmerflop pewmulll g (Hbsg5eor
STPENTOTEHALD, WoHHEHDLW  eTHTLILeST  HTTewTOTHa LD
SHBTOHWTS  euidHeT HYbs G sdHHg CFearm ke
HlSTDTTHET. DYETT6V, 6THTHTVSHBl6V 6T6II L d@GLD 6T6dTMI
D (PLYWITS. FOITHILF  SeurEer  ph
UBLSSDG ety aaelureilhe apbsCurg,  @Hsl
vréflemesr umpls s pl, bss srevflsamer ol Beids

LOTeRTLYLO) (3

Gouswsrpo  steorm  Carfsewmasemw  allhssCurg,  euer
@vrasTeurs () (HoHHVTID VUL U FeurTHsHsT Flenewrds
SHOTOTE @) (HSHOTD  B6V6VG)
pEpewLd QFISSTD WHBIW HYTFTHIGSSOT B 6uHHTD
FlewewrhsenbisarTs (@) mbseord, 198510 g eTgHEGL
dhur® swg sC@Uuriigerd) Garaw®eoubs o reantlssner

usVBaumul L Blevmbigener

allpalss eumewn bshsl LrCss QFwevrerisefl b
PUUL&GLULY o PBlullBHSTIT. bs euensullsd, @)eTmisueny
OBIG 6Tl BL b (HEBTDOSTLNS  WTewTL LG,
FOTTHLL  euiser sSeTeniewLw  OFweoreri  oorL_Ta

QLITIhg LTidhg Ceueist(HIb.

THOHaTCo (1PsLeWVSS e TeuLl L SH6T 6pL1g &L L TedT,
Ug15@ullGLY, SorgmpluubDI, WIh®S Sliphd WLHDID
slamisbsmis  Curerm LrGsshiseaflsy suer @evrsT wHmID
ouer FoaurrHsst FlewenTsmenslaienL_w GClFwesvTari LHMILD
uewfliiumeri oS Guimi LevGoumyi L EQGE
all@eailiyd QFiugrs @eammdulmhs Blemsvuils, sHELTS
Supemn bshsl LrCss QFwererisefl (b liLient ds
SUTHET MIGHISTDTTHET. FRTTH LS UTHET P&ITEWMI:
FMISISTDTT, HewwFHler CFwevreri wHMID LesiliuTeri
HCwTi GLkiseors Yyslarilsdr CauGpreTenn Hew
WPODUILGSSHHSTDTTSH6T. @)eWd 67637 LOTEBTL{LOE FeuTTHLIg
U Her (B)6TeID HOTENML W HUSTHBV 6T(HdHHaNVEm6V
sTeTUGIS T BB aiGufw Castallwurs @) mebslsTngl.

1985910 G REGL UHuT®H rerms Sluisefer
Gar, UrGss GeFwereriseflesr@sr, wahser Llrdlpldsefer
Car sthgpailgwrer o CursFamersen @svsurwsd GPSeypsvid
Sealll_(b suiggorest] ynilallsssd - gazette - LisvsTewTLILL L
srenfisemear 2 flw HrCss Gerwereriseafl b gliLienL dELd
g wreptyllg meTTEusl euisst gmpl @@ eu(HLLD
gl L gl YT, YSNHTHT HLAUIGHME (3)6dTen)ID
YOHDLEUDDSTS @)VewsD. LD dnl L kidssT HewL GlLmHm
B pasHlsTmer. peTTed, sThgallGomer  EQFwHLTH S EHLD
wpHmitt QuppmasTs @vewev. HPsGeu, @)bs el wnbissT
QarLiurs wrewTyll@ meaTTalug Sjeuiser Wehddm g
HeUeTLDd sT(HHS Ceusnr(HILb.

S BSSI, Wb STVHBlL LIV TFlws) snsBlHenTds enbhgl
Qrwlul’ L Tiser.  euigseflst  wsvewy  FHEUTEDSHW
wearrglug euissr Qurg wereflliflerCGuflsy all(Hsemsv
QFIF hESDTT. @b uHL LD 0 LOTHLDIn L @)ressr(R Cueny
allGsemev  QFUIS BHHSTT. HSDBTH  HU(HHG BT HBIS6T
peTPlevwg Csfalssids Qarardlsr@nrin. @)sreyin, 12 - 13
rdwed ensglsersrer allHallssliuL T &)hHdbSnTiser.
Sjauiseflsd enHEHaTCou, BHweTDSSOTT) HiLiL eupBIsL
ule 3 - 4 Guir G)EHADriser. eursemarun afl(Hbemsv
QFuiw  Ceuar(Hd. HSSHIL 6T, SHOUTWSI BHIETMHS BV
s  BOLOUDDIGCSETEN®R  (3)(HEHBITMeUTHETHD: @D
eTliLguwreug afl(hHemev auLBIS), H6UTHMET Hj6uTdEhHeHL W
& O\ LIBISH EHL_65T,
bs  umsuiled, g CerLiid AbHSE, JSHGML
BLOUIGEMEBMW TG —marTslugl  Seuissr s
aflewrours  eTEs  CousnrHOwesirmy  BHresr  Cal (HH6l%TeiT
HBmetr.

Llsiremen s @pLsr  @)ementds  Geusssr(hib.

20180 oyewor® HefGQprad) wreul L Gewgsd Caihg
YITHE  HBHTHIET TN HTFWe) wHH  SHeTeIewL W
wenarailuflest  @miFlF  FLBILD  SLhEGSTETHNL(Hd
SHoNwGurg), SeumePLIL  DEHET STEYD  HLILITE 65T
am  (pHUL LTI
gsailng, UCurg merrdudurs @) mbs Cserreu
ewwgslflurey APICFarT euisHer DYOTHS FHTHTEHL LI

AwDEG UHUSTHS oy  LIeVErOleL

Ulstenersensnd  FhBld s,
UTSGSDIH SYfSS BHSTT. HTTD, FITH B UFLOTS IS
aursGmig BlewmCeunHmiiLiL_aflsveney. GUILILTS, SjeuhHenLw
wenerel @mbg ol Lri. sHOLTWE IjeumenLw @) reit®
Ulsitemengsemid QuilweuisenTs eusmihgl aill L TissT. pdhs
waer GCE (Advanced Level) ugsdpri. west L sTid

euswy  allhseme  GFileusTs

auGly  usSpTT  eretmy  PlewerddlerCmerr.  5Gau,
S|6u(HEM L LileTem 61 61f] 637 H6VEDT EIUELR Y ITHS
HSTHTMOTUD  euewgls Gumedrp  eewerws  rdlwied



129 208Ee®xInd 130

[0St DaFed BEOEBNT @wmo]

masglsemeryd allhsemsv GFiiw Ceuswr@id. @)Hs eflwib
QBTLIUTE @) GHUevel Y wsCHamID, jsuisener s
allewrallsy  allPsmev  GFiig,
ilsiremerras e L6,

OUTHET  BHBISEHEDL_ILI
QunHCm it @m L6,
B)mewthgl  CamsTougmH@Giw  aulfl susnEHHeweT LOTEITLLIE
oaTTHILL euismser s ailewrailsy Gumelsrsrer GeusssT(HILD.

LOE® VTN LD T (1 L_63T

uev allLwriseflsy el H&ECSTELL LT (psTGaTTdalF
QFsver  Geuswr(Hd  eT6dIH  HHGMS  CHHMI
DATTHIUL  Sjeuiast (psreweusdlmHsTi. ol (Hs6lsr®HLiy
Letr perGerp Ceusisr(Homs @) (HHSTV, SLOLPTHEHEDL W
QUTUIHSI,
DG Fieysemer euynis CeuewTGd. @GUlliurs, $lp
rAwed msslEeEnmLw allhsemeowTerg s SjeusFTiomeT
Carflasemaswrs &) HabHaTmg. S (HLO6VV, LDeOTUlTS

o messrL|id@

usGaumiu L. Urgflewesrassit  GgmiLilsv

SHMTHSHT ST Blevmiser @ rremiey woTdhsriur (b
Qosdlsper.  ybss
UULLUSH G BL6ulgdhensenil LOTeTL L@ aTTdH s
Gousir(i.

STewflsemer o Mlewowmeriger b

Seuiasst  eusFrwors  eT(hds LOTERTLYLO) (3
DaTTHUL Heuiser LOCum FhgTliLBISeTls 2 mielmrLf
ausISUNHSEDTI. STeug, @)rTamicusSslaenL w YHSlr
Wl @) paHlerm seflwrhenLw sresllsenerd $mHbLeay
1o
et Fon WuNHSHITDTI. 6STEOTTT, eueyssilT, (LPeVeHVSHSE 6
pFw wreul L kiseafled BIrHMIGSETSBTRT 6T&HBIT % Tessb6lr
wrsSrGw @ rremsussl b @) HSSSTmeT.  eTTs,
wrpliurestgSlest euedlasron UrCsasslsy Levmred (@)rmeamiou

Ssuisaflib  eueuigestlwmiflb

RUILIDL 55

paremwd &nml 2 sirer 3,000 785w @G0 Cuhul L srewflser
@rramisusbglert &L HLLTL 196D (&) (HhSleTm6nT.

gmiGs  OFThg  Blevb Goumy
QL misafllsy  gHsTOBs  @GQuilBluTeTiSeTTS @) HHSI
Qaresst()  gnedl  Couewed  OFUIGIC)% BT LY (HH BT DT T HET.
Blevmigeflsy  @)rremisusslesri
afleugmwd QFliglpTiger. wrsspsemer @ rramieu truck(g)esd

eweUG B (HLILIGN TS 6T

DT,  |UTHEHEWL_ULI

Q& TessT(Heubdl FedTOITSHID, WeVVTHD GUTETD  LFdhEsMF
FHhewgsaflsy elpalnriser. @erm erhisEhewLw LNrGsFm
&6iMleD  BL[bGICBTETIY (FHHTD  SHIUITIOTET  FLDLISUBISETT S
@ FeFwHLTHSBDETL LITTHSTEGmTiD.

@ rremisusgleri FHeGrerm 2,000 - 3,000 HCGvralymip
wrésPlEemend CETas(Heubsl FhensLiLbhdbg HleTnELTs),
ST FlewTid WrEsPlaEnmLw ailsmevseilsy GLMw6sTm
afpsdfl sTHUBeuBTS eTsvTedfl1d s alleugFrull g plullpHHTi.
@)y rem)suLd QFlieug Heumy eTedTMY  [BHTEDT
FnDaNlVENE). HYEUTTE), LOGHEHDL W HTTlHefls) Ojbenerd
QFiiw GeuswTL_mib eTedTmIGTe CFTVHSTCM6IT. @) TTemieud

afleusFruip

BOTT  HYbP LEHBWET HUTHEHDL W HTewlldbemlsy  LEards
& Cuprseaurn @misswrer gm CuUrsansd seL LiLlliyssi,
Ihs Blevmisefled efleusrwid GFiig6sTevTL (HhA DT a6
E)ETITE L
DATTHUL  Sjeuidhsr BT ger OQUITHTTSTISMS L (HLD
Cubu®BS SIS TS [ONGIEIDN Sjeui BT 1g e)IeL I
oeTTHUS TS @) (HEs (PIgWITH. eui m GuTwmerTsTy
QUCVEIBI THHS T (3)(Hdds (LpLg-ufLD.

SITIOTET 6@  FLDLIQILDTGLD.

o ressTL L)@

6TGTLIGMIT,

RaTTSlug]
asliCGpré@gdlern  Ulrdflenesrgsst Gariilled o rmiiba

BTLIGePI6Tem  FHeV D& EHLD

UPMIGEGHF Fllwrer Srewen euPBIGHSTDUTTS @) [HdHH

Geuswr(@o.  QuUITHOTTSTT BlewTTTe WTSSITD  BITL Lg6sT
oaTTSUG  QFwhHUL LT BT IgeisiTen  dhoHer  dgluilsd
B masdlerm  UlrFflenesrasst  Fibgialll_rgl.  eTHIGEHDL W
UrGsagglev wGaumiul L Uysflenerasst @) (HdhHlsiTm6vT.
udlrsfewesamer CsTLiLilsd Broiser meTrdlugl eui
seflL_1b O5MaisH KA STEDTID. BTBISHET dn MISISHTM 6THMHEGHLD
Sauir woiiysh Cgfalssslivene. seTenmLw  GFwesvTer
HHG& G FOUBSLTRT LSILILDTHMT jeuT euLpBIHld
Q& TevTIy (FSHEIDTI. YETTEID, Heweu BwL (PswmLILI(HSSLI
LBeUFVMEV. HBTAIL], WTETL LG LTI LS DjeuiHerTed
T SHLILBSSTD  SiwrearbnsGert, yMlejemrsGarm Heni
PO UILBHSSLILRUBIVENV.  HBISTT 6TBISHEHSEG LS
Quflw Gasstalwrs @) HobHsTnSGI.

Y&ECeu, 610Gl UL &G, Fps@l UrGssniseflsy eussr
Fougraser  Flewewrdsenid, eueT (RUTHET  FHlewewTddenid,
QB TeLQUIT (6T FlewemTdseanid, @)sVBIens wWHTeUeS HBlSTT
FewL  GureTmeudmTed  Y&ATIGESILBS ST % Teslseir
Qsriiursed wullewssw®, wrseusmenrl LrEsshiseflsy
D SETUGSLLBSSTD CuilFFgmrds sresflser Gsrii
UT&HeYLD, @)TTemIeusSleaTrme) YdhHlridlss LB aSlsrm o resmt
H6r QHTLTuTHe|D LHMID Hrfwe) snaglsaflsr afBBemsv
Qarifurseyd wrevrylg marTdlug  euiser sl
Feuarld ClFeIssCouaisT(HClwesTm) Brer @)dFFewLuileyrL THd
CaL_(H&C&rerdlest@menr. perml!

®0 Bendss 0% 891 ®)

(oressryfl @ Gwohasellsr Lrdls sallareri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe. You have
eight minutes.

[e.0. 2.18]

@G 8Sg®2 B6&Bow dwmno

(wressryflg ef rerwesr ef rfmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)

@O0 Bewdss m0m ©vsBnes, e® ced IBYx
B50B8BOGE @nds’ DOy B5NIeBH), BrPIBB
Qow Cw DB wutd D8m» emoemw. OO e &
Doz¥es O -©e® 18Dy Bwemdr »®, "8 Dixtd d=m" -
98 Jes B8BsY B SE»D. O BB ©® W WIB
o®emens BOoO grier’. On® Om Om» JODE
OeendEDE 18, ®yE evdEIE «dx, 881 BLimDED
@87 “r0nBuB JYov P B VO @® BEEEOBIROS
8 em0um 1030 ¥dn mOmD. & amd dn®ied agdig
OHOIC® BlsB QO DICHE BE BBINDB  Crehes
DD 9@ Sod Dol DY & Gihwsy WD
988u WOTTHO eucnd 8Ee®nxin w8 Didw edwsy
wog NO®» el Bwg Bem @mO®me Sn®ed
®DedsY 5188 oad oywr. SO 0ud $dB WD e¢mO
wedRed acy @@ dod Emed yme Headw mvwr
COPE do @B, 585 edths @us®ws 9d= =0
oI5 88w mEed ¢Tww mE Bw s 6w S COPE
O D Ecded myY. 8Ee®xIn 8 Didw adwst meg
& 0 w3 gowdd BBed® @08&ksie Bomy S gsd

&‘5(8}(8@ DD

omed DY, O®ed mNed wcws’ Py ©wO®Hd
e O 88 odamEmHPwe daews WEBZN WO
Eedrs, OBE SpdBon S5nIeBn@ H3wed Asiecsy



131 2024 o®a08 08 132

20 8@ Ded »OB m moeg. In®, 358 cam 4m
DICH BE @O 5ed 0B @88w, edamEm Bwic®ed
Bo et Om wdmen. @8, o® gy o ¢d8m abgcwd
YAOIB®  ePRd mwmEle Bwm  ®»CED o
eRBICBDO, Oevd® HHNFHO® 8 BB, dew®rf
DO $88m SO Bgw WmosTery Wedmd o
ey ecen DRWO 00008, @SB Bumdr »H®, @
adgee ool Gbue us®wee 20222 8g =m0y
Bxnnws S0 00ed@. 0 BewdLs 0
©BBBROA, ¢80 44 Bdedd -19775 sdel- @® ded
288m 00y YROCHW On »OB ac 0® wdlSmwe Wik
O19eed. Em ©3wO, pin O OEOE Bedm g eIIOwE
D008. Im 2y van Om dFemened gnd GBEE
enddws ONFOwWwed oy 8yoid. & B o® adgce o
D WOBIDY COHOT DRNO ©DEEID OBIDHEED,
20220 e 20230 woedmsd s@emm @oeCEaD OB
®® 50 Bnsies? 8By DOV OB B8O O v
BBE&.

2022 8 cdR@mw 8y ¢ ¢VODW O On® Sod D
€. & Doed® 2022 & anid ¢dAOB®@ O WY & Gard
clVOm® o O mea. 2022 8 ecthedem 8@ wy ac
eEIe® B 01 ® ). O9®1 202257 ee0dd)x seded
88, 20152 wwmeEs @edt)d ssfedmend By
DIFOB @8 BHBED PEBLRD D0 eOmemO B
0w o BBO mm® O WO Bedmdie? o®
$838m adPcwd ym® ond AV v oy Sdedn e
289 Boens®m »IFFOeHO o @&ed 2015-2019
MCed 5108 wwEm Hedid mced 8. god 5ed
Bedn we y@rmessy 8wwd 40 LHousInd EeeddHO
NEO®T, Den® By Fm® ISBOEST o ewwd. & 88wd ¢dm
w0 @ oFen 2015-2019 508 wy ©ie® gredd)
CESE Bw®) ®C€D ¢Om® WO OC ATWeI® ey
DBIeE @DGOC 0B ®O Dred 20220 ¢®F), vensy W
508 2O WO B0 WOBIESTT. BoEEDD O DS
WO 8BLysID @3¢, "¢ onE BYeed vy, ¢ enE
Beadmds; O¢ @1 BRead onw, a¢ 01 Beamd" Bweo
eadnm O Bec Sgw Ddews sxicw Son oD
cB@was 0sIsn D »O8 esemIm Bedstesny. & B
©® a88m abycw, endey ¢am 4m Es BE ©® 6ed
5108 @88med BoensOm YRIcHW. dw Boens®m
esI8E e P00 v eed, 2015-2019 wnwics red®
mced 88, e, 2019 wdm ywde nEF @B o
ednmes © @dlm medoy dFm w0l Eeven
P00 s¥fewm. J w0udn wESH adlce »OB odawenm
a8gcan’ D00 8edE ¢ed ¢1ef BNBO® e by e
PO uyBr meed v deoead. & maden o 88 mEBLN
DOSTD DBN.

DED@) BB BR®), RO CiPT BIsB QYO
DICS NE 0® ¢8xcwd on ey mdem O ©3 Buw B
8g 0 Bedmde? eE, 98lm Shdmiem ww HBm
BB 2@sened ©y ¥ redthemded BEaBsY
288m BeoirBsy @8 Bwmdr »O, e® mden O;
cPens 8iden y@d» w@ITVewsy BDCE Bwuddr Bgmo
Beadmrydg? den® Bwdonw Bedmdr m»O, o® oIz
SIS0 Dwg® FDO wBwumdig Bwwm 0€md Oy
DEBN WO ICTD A5y B5NIJsBR®ed ®»ed
By WICEH BB ©2 BwiHen. On® Bwmda, "IMF
o ©1, World Bank &z o w0 65, 9@ sfenem®

a0 O, a8 & o »OD WOBETD ©¥omd, adas »He® &
»O3wd e0BIOE eem®" Bwes. IMF 88¢® afes?
WO, WO ¥dsl VWemd® ewdsd)dd%Hdsy mIE,
D06 (0 Bwd v a8 O L WOBID HeIeny?
20® vewmesy waid vy duFes gnd e® OB ERBEH
800065 B OTD VN

@® Jed ydmen 88wd IMF dm Bwsy mdemd «©®
5D Hwm IV BE QWBONO EO® WD, DN
IO OF emsieds 01 wimdtid B DI oy,
& 80890 adfus’ »OIm gEewE8. ¢l & 88y® ne
@55 yODsT cud® O BB vviey 8O OO >
Bedmrydn. &d, dFecd gy 0dsves’ mB §ew® O o
8850, 8850, WNB we¢stes’ »nB ©w®w»d pushbikes
Beam . IMF 88505 ¢5f 9evwdd. o8 Beadm emsieds
© NIRRT 9O YD @mww @ed sFensy @WADHD WO
ged 000 D0deEr Bedmn. 0O ne 0dxIm Ay e@gdE
B 0@ . covimenr B8wd ofemn, @ww®
yBOxwen BEO OO e B Bedmdh. & HOB
edBw wmw yBoywon BB, SedBw we yBOFHwen BHBO
®8» euedolm e yHORwen BBO. ghcy OO
DO BE ©® mmdewn nemw’ 8 O Beawieny
e@mue? 00 Bewdss mom wnsBnd®s, odBwe vs
uB0xvon BIO wews @B oo emIedB8O8s &
»OGE D 980 Wi & nE€ms EPF, ETFOE0 an Bus Om
B8 O Beawless. gemyn B 0 8 @D
. DedBe e yBOFven B wy ey WICEH
Qo e¥msy DeE wmrd. & BEO ecwr BEACD widBw
3edawmO #BEE B3 & B ¢15¥ 05%0ed8B, mEST HO
@® O wImDB WO BYeod.

O EOE OB WOBID OBIB), 6O WICOBIB OBID, ¢¢D
WOBID OB BWE B0IB8BR® ¢ S WIBD. O
Bewdss mom ©nisBn®s), AR e® o ¢Bimdo.
®0 nm&, 2022 Dwed evddiwmne Crsumls BNBBBH®s
B8Oy 00D 0® @dlce O om0 08 EEed®nsnd
Bewldmre m»ony Bue sFer Omm 00 edm® m»
WO 88D v8m gIndmBs @O o a8 ewvog
OWMODOWO . EOINYE SBue Vvuvwes SO
O Pow. & wimddy DODEO D8n®iy &5ndsB BE
B8 OBRS o, & wewo @ @® wdRw
m8wewides mEr. D@ Y8 »H® BDed, "gewd, 'Gota, go
home!' Bus somEone 00 05T W, SrsewtaEss
O el WO ' BB, den® Bwcr »OB
O DLV D) Peoed. a8 & edEed BDDI, “Gota,
go home!” BuEs Bemdr »0, Egwd s ds¥ery ¢,
©® 58Ee0Inedsy 8Os 8rNI8BOIw MO ede, &
Beso 0oddwe Ssus €S5nduBddwmed QJow Sen®®
Bedsizy ©wi0c B8O e3t)n® OvDEG 3erIDL®
D00 O8IWOm PHERR® OnOE  weerd BB
eonEE BNIJsBOowed ICHE ¢l MO, aInd
D DEd -omS Mo ned- wdd vuF8m GRS
®Oens 8, & GewRd ne Bucesw 9 00E & OB
B88odg BwodOm @O ¥5icemO BB8EEr $5ym00
308G E ¢ B O & of FHwTOm Yen 0O,
B3coBy ey o v 00 0® ydv» edm
DO BEE @O @ O 0 O ¥® YW
20QBe DFFOGDO O BYew. »HY, dw mEmSsE
WOV OBE S8y By Bdw B3wvdel gers
8 BwIcwes WS Bedmd. a8 csiordn mw, & wimdBd



133 208Ee®xInd 134

[061 BSeg@z BSBow @wmn]

@ gndned dn® SBCE eOOB®O wIdHBm. O© Bewn
gc @® ST O WD WEWD, ¢ eNedB I oy »D
DO Ao .

©0] Bewdes m0m ©0sBnd®B, afn s8s3 9E0®
28 0057 wom 0® #E8®m VOB Vv EOHE WOT® Yo ®
¢? @O oY cwew WOBTery ewmwe? vude G
s80edcw nE gl 6ed VOST By Hey Coess Gwns D end
&89, ©evd® FTH® I BeeECEWO 2 8d®ITTVewsY
@m0® BodDD, en® IO Brien FHwdBwxs ¢t 8L
008x Bedmdr. ©® Cuds PwnD YOI;me YHOFWOD
BBe® §reds? Endnsio, ew-0BwsiO wy »O®BTO DJIYwIE
@ WEEOEY am 13y @® G EIB Coeds WD S
NHEICCBY @I B  werlesy. & wew  ewe®
condemes 8Femd punmed. 8Femd punmed Bwwd
51 95¥8wed @8E 0@ o0, 9B Bwwd 49 Eowied
DEEFE 08B0 e¢lm wemd. OS¢ WOTH
wesvesy BBE B8 Hw®weBsl, den® FHO
BBB DBy WD HwodEwBRsY 052008, & Died® & &
8eORWBIO Cown S¢EAC PeBACH 8 @18 WO @¢ID
wemo. & Dred® HOE Goess gpuns Buwa Om, Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation, Sri Lanka Telecom Bwz» gownmss
B eneam BBID Ne5Ieny med 5000 ne ¢? & O1de
2838m 00 ¥v nE® 988wd Wy HOB ©® @dwd
9CCOsY Beasles’. ged 00 ng Bwr®m dxiery 50
BSCE 88w

e 000 §eC :@BOG nleceoms 9uiml. ®3wd®
Bemds O 98, 96 e¢mB. #§OBROTIE OemsNs,
Gotss OBOS e¢ecrNd. & nsiecrnd a8 Bwmdl, o®
eCImed vOxY P BwsIm BweE) O O CODE ©O®
gvesl ®om B88® 0 O O BNIBRS YyHeB
gmaned ©cHsl me). & 88y® gFust mom 5O
0B, ;iNB, & BDYOOBsT OO B¢ ed» WBw v
@® B0 BedsImO vy, & BBPOOELY OO D5y Dolwd
D80 wBw BB 0, & B0H¥d® esfwsl ®OTH VYBIO
DO emensic?

gooys »8s5Y, ecimed AC BE» g; edmE edEs
Bedmh. § 88acd DdmwHOs 0® yBudA ymoamed
wewsy 0@ Bedmdie? ¢ O emd ecime ey
2y BemO 0O mJ Bedmryd. Om snRsy, BRICS o»
Beadmds. g oens’, BRI OwwsaBlec Beadmo.
eIme acs 0dmE wmd. DY, e® oddE o
DOBYBWO, rmBBwBWON wewsy mOsTesy mw;. 8o
008w ©len ©ed® oy wuiosl DeE EB8EE
@®0®Hx5I5 DB O 60 BEE WITHB werTesy.

OO Bewdss m0m 8winBnd®B, 0® m»Hd 8AJE addm
DO 0148 0OBE. 0® VO PO WOTery vyB MmBW®E
©® YEDHORD D0 WO edTesy ByY. ©® VOB Gewy
2048 Dwed @008, 304880 @ed 5O wOEIm@ D
0D BBIB VO edIesT Y. F1e®dm e dmesced
03B 05d ABAY VHuFOWwed oWem CBvedamOIW
0 o0& gBuxY wewst WoTesy, 0 BA0E 2 d8®m BOe
a¢ e, & Bw 8Sme emDBINBIBY ot gonw O8wxy
8w gni Bum ®0em0d8. & Bewo '¢e®@8m0 wi e ®DLS'
Doy @ediedsy g8 9Cc 83D, Gss gosmm

RWEMECLO DT O, Gt edvg B Wmoeom,
0e8s ©®B NB WOeOD, J8e 0® V® Bwr D8nweBsI©
28z edrery BAD Sgv DOede ©® 0O ©vIHBIH
godsl DO »neg BOO  wewo  yBoBeodm
eERECHWE WO B 508 essIdE ammo 53z
Ded B DO Bedmds 053, w8, @® Gedt)D 73
eB5IDEI 308 ©¢ CBBICH AT BGE nO8 HwidOm
WOsIes]. 0 g D I (BIN0 FHBB, o Bewdess
M0 BB BDOA.

@6 Berdss 0% 89sBn®)

(wrevr il @ Gusseflet Lrdls sallaFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Niroshan Perera. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka. You have 12
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe to the
Chair?

©6; ©8xY¢ S Swm (EBE® ww»w OBE
D8I ¢@om1n @)

(wreryllg  wadlbs wrefr - SwH6CSTIL  WHMID
Qu@pBBSTL L& wa56STLL SjenLde)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture
and Plantation Industries)
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G S8z &Y, et @@z Sa.
aflerr GBI (5) THmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

NGO @0 Bowlehs 0m ewsHn® Geuwmnewssy
902 Howsy, ®o; S0eg@2 S0ew Owmr §oesz90;8) Ses.

YSHTLIDS, T/l GHUpsHBMIIT LITHG HaAFTOTT Y6ridseir
YSBTTFATS BT LY YBVGey, wreTL G QA yHweT afrdEan
YU H6IT HENCVEHLD 61 GBI 6.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE took
the Chair.
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(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka - State Minister of Sports

and Youth Affairs)
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Hon. Presiding Member, as the Hon. President has
made the Policy Statement, within the short time I have, I
will pick up some issues from that, which I would like to
highlight.

One of the broad themes in his Statement was that the
problem facing this country is economic and not political.
I want to disagree with that statement right at the
beginning because there are economics and politics in it
and therefore, there is a political economy. The problem
facing this country is political; in a sense, it is the lack of
rule of law which is the problem facing this country. I
would say that the Hon. President did not really go to the
root causes of the problem, but was only dealing with it
on the surface. He emphasized that laws are what is
needed and that more laws have to be brought in. We are
not objecting to bringing in laws, but the problem facing
this country has more to do with not being compliant with
the law rather than the law itself. Nothing would change
unless there is compliance with the law. If Acts are
violated, people need to be punished, of course, through
the judicial process. That is actually what is needed. Some
who are sitting in this House and who had been convicted
by a court of law are making laws and are even trying to
see whether they could change the judges, almost making
a joke of this House! They are the ones who want to make
changes!

Then, I see that we often do not meet the targets that
have been set on the economy; it may be on revenue or
on something else. Then, what do we do? We alter the
targets and say, "Ah, we have now met new benchmarks”
or “new targets have been met by us", but it is not really
so. We need to fix the loopholes. For example, tax
concessions need to be relooked at. Large-scale industries
often get tax concessions and there is no level playing
field for others. That needs to be fixed, if we want to fix
the economy. The sugar scam is one of those, which is
being mentioned frequently. It is big businesses or friends
and people known to those in power who get the benefits.

If you take the pressure that the Value Added Tax -
VAT- has put on the middle class and the poor, it is really
a scandal. We have tax concessions given to selected
parties. But, the pressure of it is put on the public of this
country. I understand that even casino taxes have not
been collected recently. So, how do we actually address
these issues? We have to address these issues. We do not
talk about spending. Spending also needs to be looked at.
There was a research report that came out a week or two
ago, which said that the armed forces, for food and
uniforms from 2022 to 2024, had spent Rs. 75 billion! It
is a research report, not my report that talks about it.

I proposed that the tax-free income be increased from
Rs. 100,000 to Rs. 200,000 so that the middle class would
get some kind of respite. They are honorable people who
go to work by bus, train, van or car every single day, look
after their families consisting of children, parents or
grandparents and who do not depend on the State. That is
why I proposed that the tax-free income be increased. To
that, in one of his speeches in Parliament, the Hon.
President said, "It will cost the Government Rs. 63
billion". You can see the contrast between that Rs. 63
billion and the Rs. 75 billion I told you about earlier.

So, we have to really look at it rationally. Even
spending needs to be looked at; transparency in spending
needs to be looked at. That is the point I would like to
make to the President, given his Policy Statement
yesterday.

He said the exports have gone up and quoted the
figure in 2022, which was US Dollars 13.1 billion. I am
very happy when exports go up because that is the only
way for Sri Lanka; exports must get primacy. But, the
actual number in 2023 was US Dollars 11.9 billion. So, it
had actually come down from US Dollars 13.1 billion in
2022 to US Dollars 11.9 billion in 2023. Therefore, there
is nothing to celebrate. What I am saying is, let us be
truthful, be accurate when it comes to figures and get our
exports up because we need to get them up. We must
have sustainable growth. That is what this country needs;
we need sustainable growth.

We signed an FTA with Thailand just the other day.
We saw the FTA only about two days ago and I have not
been able to read the full Agreement because it runs into
several pages. However, one of the significant things in
that FTA is, the duty-free concessions start coming in
from the tenth year onwards. But, when we signed the
FTA with India, we went for duty-free concessions from
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year one; there has been market access from year one.
But, with regard to the FTA with Thailand, duty-free
concessions come ten years down the road. So, signing
FTAs alone would not do, but the devil is in the details of
an FTA and we need to look at those details.

Why are foreign investments not coming in? Because
of the Government’s restrictions. Electronic procurement
is missing, implementation is poor and corruption is a big
issue. It has been brought to my notice that an FDI of
nearly US Dollars 100 million to establish an industrial
site in Puttalam on a BOI proposal has been sabotaged.
The Sri Lanka Insurance Corporation had si%lned a 30-
year agreement with Asha Minerals on the 10™ of April,
2023 and it was found that it is just a paper company
which does not really have the capital. Neither has it got
the GSMB licence nor the experience in exploring
minerals, but that company had been given the contract.
However, I must say this with respect for public servants.
Boards are appointed by politicians with political
appointees, but the Ministry of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies had one Mrs. Walpola
on the Board and she had objected to it. I worked with
that Ministry and I am proud that government servants
have guts to actually object when they see something
wrong happening. I tried to find out who was behind the
Puttalam Ilmenite Limited and I found out that Dilmah,
Access Engineering and Hayleys are the owners of that
company. So, I am placing those facts before this House.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney-at-

Law - Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 09th
February, 2024.
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