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ə. ̛̩. 9.30̌ ̘̩ʗʡ̱ɺȤǯ̡ ʘ̨̤ ʨ̞.   

˿̩̖̩̞̓˿ǯ̜̩ [́ʜ ̜ˍȤ̔ ̞̩̘̩ ˭̱ɧ̡ʗ̖̕ ̜̥̩̒]  

ɾ̠̩̤̖̩ʝ̏ ʨ̞. 
ὅὕὊὕ Ὀ Ὃ  .ὅ. 9.30 Ὀὁὖ  Ὁ .  

ἽὅὕὃὕὉἻ  Ἧὑ Ἳ  [Ὀὕ Ὀὖ  Ὀὔὖ ὂ Ὁὕ ὅὕ ἯὟὅὑ ὂὄ] 

ὂὠὌὠὈ ὑἻὖ ὂὕ Ἳ . 

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,  
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA 

ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair. 

 

ȥ̱ʧ̖̔ 
ἯὋὖὑὖ Ἳ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

˭ț˿̟̞̐˿̌, ʨȥ̢̨̞̅ ˭ț˿̩̟̞˿̌ ̱̥ˢ 

ˮ̞̖̞̒˿̌ ˭̘̥̩̤ Ĺʛ̜ ̘̖Ǭ ̱˿ƹɺ̘̒: 

̱ʷˠ̨̣ ̩̍ț˿̟̱̐ʍ Ǯ̟̞̐ 
ὃὗὂὖὈ Ὃ , ὃὖὉὕὉἽὠὅ Ἧ Ὄ  ὃὖ ὑὄὝὈὕ ὠὋ 

ἯὑὈὂὖ ὂ  Ἵ ὀ Ὄ : ἳὉ  ὃὗὂὖὈ Ὃ  ὂὗ   
CONTEMPT OF A COURT, TRIBUNAL OR INSTITUTION BILL: 

DETERMINATION OF THE SUPREME COURT 

 
́ʜ ˿̩̖̩̞̓˿ǯ̜̩ 
(Ὀὕ Ὀὖ  ἽὅὕὃὕὉἻ  Ἧὑ Ἳ ) 

(The Hon. Speaker) 

I wish to announce to Parliament that I have received 
the Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the 
Bill titled ñContempt of a Court, Tribunal or Institutionò, 
which was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of 
Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

The Determination of the Supreme Court as to the 
constitutionality of the Bill titled ñContempt of a Court, 
Tribunal or Institutionò is as follows: 

(i) Clause 2(e) is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of 
the Constitution. 

(ii) Clause 3(1)(b) is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of 
the Constitution. 

However, the said inconsistency would cease, if the 
Amendment proposed in the Determination of the 
Supreme Court is made to the said Clause. 

Clause 3(2)(c) is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the 
Constitution. 

However, the Supreme Court holds that there is no 
inconsistency of the provisions that are contained in 
Clauses 3(2)(a) to 3(2)(e) with the Constitution, subject 
to the Amendment to Clause 3(2)(c) of the Bill, as 
suggested by the Hon. Attorney- General. 

 

(iii) The Supreme Court is of the view that Clause 4 is 
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution. 

However, if the proposed Amendment, as set out in 
the Determination of the Supreme Court, is made, such 
inconsistency would cease. 

 

(iv) The provisions of Clause 7(3) are inconsistent 
with Article 13(2) of the Constitution. 

However, the proposed Amendment by the Hon. 
Attorney-General, as set out in the Determination of the 
Supreme Court, if inserted to Clause 7(1)(b), the said 
inconsistency would cease. 

The provisions of Clause 7(3) are also inconsistent 
with Article 13(3) of the Constitution. 

 

(v)  Clauses 8(1)(b), 8(1)(c), 9(1)(b) and 9(1)(c) are 
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution. 

However, the proposed Amendment by the Hon. 
Attorney-General, as set out in the Determination of 
Supreme Court, if inserted, would cease the said 
inconsistency in those Clauses. 

(vi) The Supreme Court holds that Clause 11, as a 
whole, is inconsistent with the provisions of 
Article (12(1) of the Constitution and it could be 
validly passed in Parliament into Law only with a 
special majority with the number of votes cast in 
favour thereof amounts to not less than two-thirds 
of the whole number of Members (including those 
not present), as prescribed in terms of Article 84
(2) of the Constitution. 

(vii)  The Supreme Court is of the view that Clause 12
(1) is inconsistent with Article 146(2)(iv) of the 
Constitution. 

However, the said inconsistency would cease, if the 
Amendment indicated in the Determination of the 
Supreme Court is made to the said Clause.  

 

(viii) Clause 13 will be amended at the Committee 
Stage of the Bill, as set out in the Determination of 
the Supreme Court. 

(ix)  The Supreme Court is of the view that Clause 16 
is inconsistent with Article 12 of the Constitution. 

However, the inconsistency would cease, if the 
Amendment indicated in the Determination of the 
Supreme Court is made to the said Clause. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court 
be printed in the Official Report of todayôs Proceedings 
of the House. 
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