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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Public Security Proclamation

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Amendment)
Bill: Determination of the Supreme Court

Pradeshiya Sabha (Amendment) Bill, Urban
Councils (Amendment) Bill and Municipal
Councils (Amendment) Bill: Determination of
the Supreme Court

Contempt of a Court, Tribunal or Institution Bill:
Petitions to the Supreme Court

Select Committee to Investigate into and to Make
Suitable Recommendations Relating to the
Disasters Caused by New Diamond and
X-Press Pearl Vessels in the Maritime Zone of
Sri Lanka: Appointment of Members

Privilege: News Report in "Irida Mawrata" News-
paper of 02.07.2023

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS

PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

CONTENTS

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Shortcomings in "Aswesuma" Welfare Benefit
Scheme
Destruction of Crops in Walawa Region Due to
Scarcity of Water

PRIVILEGE:
Parliamentary Powers over Public Finance

INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) BILL:
Read the First time

SOCIAL SECURITY CONTRIBUTION LEVY
(AMENDMENT) BILL:
Read the First time

NATIONAL EYE BANK TRUST OF SRI LANKA
BILL:
Read the First time

CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL:
Read the First time

ELECTIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) BILL:
Read the First time

CONFERRING THE HONOUR OF SENIOR
INSTRUCTING ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW BILL:
Read the First time

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Mid-year Fiscal Position Report - 2023
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Iv

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

(Returned at the General Election, 05™ August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Abeywardena, Wajira (National List) [From 22nd July, 2022]
Adaikkalanathan, Amirthanathan (Vanni)

Ahamed, Zenulabdeen Naseer (Batticaloa)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Appuhamy, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)
Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)
Athaullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa) [Died, 09th May, 2022]
Athukorala, Palawaththe Athukoralalage Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)
Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)

B
Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)
Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)
Bathiudeen, Abdul Rishad (Vanni)
Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C

Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List) [Resigned on 13th September, 2021]
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga, Gevindu (National List)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dharmasena, Wijesingha Herath Mudiyanselage (Moneragala)
Dhileeban, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)
Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dissanayake, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)Dolawatte, Premnath C. (Colombo)
Dushmantha, H.R. Sarathi (Kegalle)



Ivi

Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Faleel, Mohamed Marjan Azmi (National List)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachchakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)

Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Fowzie, Abdul Hameed Mohamed (Colombo) [From 24th January, 2023]

G

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardena, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)
Gunawardene, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)

Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)



lvii

Kajendren, Selvarajah (National List)

Kalai Arasan, Thavaraja (National List)

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)

Karunakaram, Govinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunatilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)

Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Wadduwage Manju Lalith Varna (Kalutara) [From 30th November, 2021]
Kumarasinghe, Mrs. Geetha Samanmale (Galle)

Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Mabharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha) [From 08th April, 2021]
Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imthiaz Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Muzammil, Mohomad (National List)

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Nalin Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Nandasena, H. (Anuradhapura)

Navarathna, Asanka Samithajeewa (Kurunegala)

Nawananda, Gayashan (Moneragala)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)
Nirmalanathan, Iruthayanathan Charles (Vanni)

Nishantha, Sanath (Puttalam)

Noharathalingam, S. (Vanni)

Pasqual, Anupa Pium (Kalutara)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)

Pathirana, Ramesh (Galle)

Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslem (Badulla)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha (National List) [Resigned on 06th July, 2021] [Reappointed on 17th
September, 2021]

Perera, Kulappu Arachchige Don Dhammika (National List) [From 10th June, 2022]



lviii

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyathissa, Nimal (Nuwara Eliya)

Ponnambalam, Gajenthirakumar Gankesar (Jaffna)

Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathne, Uddika (Anuradhapura)

Prishanthi, Mrs. Muditha (Ratnapura)

Priyantha, Ashoka (Puttalam)

Pushpakumara, A.P. Jagath (Moneragala)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Raghavan, Surendra (National List)

Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo) [Resigned on 20th January, 2023]
Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Basil Rohana (National List) [From 07th July, 2021] [Resigned on 09th June, 2022]
Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Shasheendra (Moneragala)

Rajapakse, Ajith (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Gunathilaka (Mahanuwara)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)
Rajapakshe, Raja Manthreelage Thilak (Digamadulla)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)

Ramanayake, A.A. Ranjan Leo Sylvester (Gampaha) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 12th January, 2021]
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)

Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)

Ranaweera, Bulathwalage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathana Thero, Ven.Athuraliya (National List) [From 18th December, 2020]
Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)
Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabry, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara) [Resigned on 25th November, 2021]
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samarawickrama, S. Jagath (Polonnaruwa) [From 17th May, 2022]
Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Santhirakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Seneviratne, John (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)

Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)

Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaftna)

Sumithraarachchi, Jagath Kumara (Colombo)
Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)



lix

Tennakoon, Premitha Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)
Udukumbura, U.K. Sumith (Kurunegala)
Undugoda, Rupasinghage Pradeep Saman Kumara (Colombo)

A%
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)
Vitarana, Tissa (National List)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekera, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasingha, D. (Digamadulla)

Weerasinghe, Gamage Haththotuwa Weerasumana (Matara)
Weerasinghe, Jayantha (National List)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (National List)

Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rajika (Kegalle)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (National List) [From 18th June, 2021] [Elected to Office of President on 20th July, 2022]
Wigneswaran, Canagasabapathy Viswalingam (Jaffna)
Wijesekera, Kanchana (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapura)
Withana, M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep (Gampaha)

Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)
Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yapabandara, Wasantha (Mahanuwara)






Ixi

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
PRESIDENT
HON. RANIL WICKREMESINGHE

CABINET

Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government
— The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena

Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation - The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law

Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation - The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi

Minister of Fisheries — The Hon. Douglas Devananda

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha,
Attorney-at-Law

Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media — The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana

Minister of Health — The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella

Minister of Agriculture - The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms — The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC

Minister of Tourism and Lands — The Hon. Harin Fernando

Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries — The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana

Minister of Urban Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga

Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC

Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs — The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka

Minister of Power and Energy — The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera

Minister of Environment — The Hon. Naseer Ahamed

Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment — The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara

Minister of Public Security — The Hon. Tiran Alles

Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food Security — The Hon. Nalin Fernando

Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs and Minister of Irrigation — The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe

Minister of Water Supply and Estate Infrastructure Development - The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman



Ixii

STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion - The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara
State Minister of Finance - The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya

State Minister of Investment Promotion - The Hon. Dilum Amunugama

State Minister of Agriculture - The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, Attorney-at-Law
State Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government - The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura
State Minister of Finance - The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe

State Minister of Technology - The Hon. Kanaka Herath

State Minister of Urban Development and Housing - The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage
State Minister of Defence - The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon

State Minister of Transport - The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna

State Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs - The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka

State Minister of Ports and Aviation - The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara

State Minister of Urban Development and Housing - The Hon. Arundika Fernando

State Minister of Piriven Education - The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda

State Minister of Plantation Industries - The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe

State Minister of Water Supply - The Hon. Sanath Nishantha

State Minister of Foreign Affairs - The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya

State Minister of Power and Energy - The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath

State Minister of Highways - The Hon. Siripala Gamalath

State Minister of Justice and Prison Affairs - The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne

State Minister of Trade - The Hon. S. Viyalanderan

State Minister of Power and Energy - The Hon. D.V. Chanaka

State Minister of Indigenous Medicine - The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, Attorney-at-Law
State Minister of Fisheries - The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva

State Minister of Small and Medium Enterprises Development - The Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera
State Minister of Livestock Development - The Hon. D.B. Herath

State Minister of Irrigation - The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa

State Minister of Health - The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola

State Minister of Mass Media - The Hon. Shantha Bandara

State Minister of Rural Economy - The Hon. K. Kader Masthan

State Minister of Home Affairs - The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha

State Minister of Education - The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar

State Minister of Women and Child Affairs - The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe
State Minister of Higher Education - The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan

State Minister of Tourism - The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage

State Minister of Rural Road Development - The Hon. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan
State Minister of Primary Industries - The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake

State Minister of Social Empowerment - The Hon. Anupa Pasqual



Ixiii

CHAIRMAN’S PANEL

The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Hesha Withanage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The
Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The
Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe, The Hon. Samanpriya Herath, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.)
Harini Amarasuriya, The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff

COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga,
The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Lakshman Kirella, The Hon. Johnston
Fernando, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Vijitha
Herath, The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam

COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan,
The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon.
M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera, The Hon. Naseer Ahamed, The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, The
Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. Gayantha
Karunatilleka, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon.
Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana, The Hon. A.L.M. Athaullah, The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake, The Hon.
Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Rohitha
Abegunawardhana, The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The
Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam

COMMITTEE ON STANDING ORDERS

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan,
The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan,
The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon. K. Sujith
Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam, The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena

HOUSE COMMITTEE

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage, The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara,
The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. A.L.M. Athaullah, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Nimal
Lanza, The Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan, The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda, The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.
Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon.
Rameshwaran, The Hon. Marjan Faleel

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES

The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon.
Vijitha Berugoda, The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The
Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The Hon. (Mrs.)
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The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga (Chairman), The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage, The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon.
Mano Ganesan, The Hon. S. M. Marikkar, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The Hon. Milan Jayathilake, The
Hon. Madhura Withanage

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs

The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry (Chairman), The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar, The Hon.
Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, The Hon.
(Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka (Chairman), The Hon. Tissa Attanayake, The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The
Hon. H. Nandasena, The Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha, The Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power and Energy

The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera (Chairman), The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath, The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon.
Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake, The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Nalin Bandara
Jayamaha, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Environment
The Hon. Naseer Ahamed (Chairman), The Hon. S. M. Chandrasena, The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon. Isuru
Dodangoda, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Sports and Youth Affairs

The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe (Chairman), The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka, The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, The
Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Milan Jayathilake, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The
Hon. D. Weerasingha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Irrigation

The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe (Chairman), The Hon. Shasheendra Rajapaksa, The Hon. W. H. M. Dharmasena, The
Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. D. Weerasingha, The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena, The Hon. Jagath
Samarawickrama

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Labour and Foreign Employment
The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara (Chairman), The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara, The Hon. D. B. Herath, The Hon. W.D.J.
Seneviratne, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. M. Udayakumar, The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Security

The Hon. Tiran Alles (Chairman), The Hon. C. B. Rathnayake, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Thushara
Indunil Amarasena, The Hon. Akila Ellawala, The Hon. Madhura Withanage

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade, Commerce and Food Security
The Hon. Nalin Fernando (Chairman), The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka, The Hon. S. Viyalanderan, The Hon. Nimal
Lanza, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku

SELECT COMMITTEES

Select Committee to Look into and Report to Parliament Its Recommendations to Ensure Gender Equity and
Equality with Special Emphasis on Looking into Gender Based Discriminations and Violations of Women’s
Rights in Sri Lanka
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. (Mrs.)

Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanamle Kumarasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris,
The Hon. Dilan Perera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. J.C.
Alawathuwala, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari
Wijerathna, The Hon. M. Udayakumar, The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila
Gunawardene, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem, The
Hon. M. Rameshwaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake, The
Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya

Select Committee to Consider the Government Business Presented to Parliament by the Public Institutions that
Do Not Come under the Purview of the Existing Ministries
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena (Chairman), The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon.
Johnston Fernando, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram

Select Committee to Study the Practical Problems and Difficulties that have Arisen in Relation to Enhancing the
Rank in the Ease of Doing Business Index in Sri Lanka and Make Its Proposals and Recommendations
The Hon. Madhura Withanage (Chairman), The Hon. Naseer Ahamed, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon.
Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Mohomad Muzammil, The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.
Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon. Waruna Liyanage, The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara
Kottegoda, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara

Select Committee to Investigate into Incidents of Infringement of Privileges of the Members of Parliament and of
the Parliament and to Make Suitable Recommendations in that Regard
The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka,
The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Wajira Abeywardena, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon. M. A.
Sumanthiran

Select Committee to Look into Whether the Child Malnutrition Issue in Sri Lanka is Aggravating and to Identify
Short-term, Medium-term and Long-term Measures to be Taken in That Regard as well as to Oversee the
Speedy Implementation of the Identified Measures

The Hon. Vadivel Suresh (Chairman), The Hon. Nalin Fernando, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola, The
Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini
Fernandopulle, The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda
Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi, The Hon.
Kins Nelson, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem, The Hon. Kumarasiri
Rathnayaka, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Manjula Dissanayake, The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath, The Hon. (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya, The Hon. Jagath
Samarawickrama

Select Committee to Investigate into and to Make Suitable Recommendations Relating to the Disasters Caused by
New Diamond and X-Press Pearl Vessels in the Maritime Zone of Sri Lanka

The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana (Chairman), The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, The Hon. Niroshan Perera, The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon. Nimal
Lanza, The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Varuna
Liyanage, The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. Akila Ellawala, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. (Dr.) Thilak Rajapakshe, The

Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe, The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena
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Select Committee to Look into and Identify the Mechanisms to be Implemented In Order to Immediately Control
and Eradicate the Rapidly Spreading Drug Menace in the Country and to Submit Observations and
Recommendations to Parliament in that Regard
The Hon. Tiran Alles (Chairman), The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola, The Hon.

Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda, The Hon. (Dr.)
Upul Galappaththi, The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya, The Hon. Asanka Navarathna, The Hon. Upul
Mahendra Rajapaksha, The Hon. Thavaraja Kalai Arasan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake

Select Committee to Investigate Causes for Financial Bankruptcy Declared by the Government and to Report to
Parliament and Submit Its Proposals and Recommendations in this Regard
The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam (Chairman), The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. D.V. Chanaka,
The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.
Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. (Dr.) (Major)
Pradeep Undugoda, The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, The Hon. Shanakiyan
Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara
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PARLIAMENT

THE SPEAKER - The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana
THE DEPUTY SPEAKER AND CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES - The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES - The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan

PRINCIPAL OFFICIALS

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT — Mrs. K.A. Rohanadeera
CHIEF OF STAFF AND DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT-
ASSISTANT SECRETARY - GENERAL - Mr. A. H. M. H. H. S. Abeyrathne

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT

CO-ORDINATING SECRETARY TO THE SGP - Mrs. S.P. Gamage
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICERS - Mrs. T.M.N.P. Tennakoon, Mrs. S.R.W. Gunasekara

INTERNAL AUDIT OFFICE

CHIEF INTERNAL AUDITOR - Mr. W.K.D.C. Withana

PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mr. D.R.S. Fernando

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mrs. HR. de Zoysa

ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mrs. W.R.G.S. Shamalee

DEPARTMENT OF THE SERJEANT-AT-ARMS

SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. Narendra Fernando
DEPUTY SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. Kushan Sampath Jayarathna
ASSISTANT SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. N.A.S. Cooray

Mr. A.T.S. Pushpakumara, Mr. G.M.G. Priyantha, (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. U.D.M.M. Wijesinghe (Assistant Principal Officer); Mrs.
A.G.RK. Abeyrathne (Parliamentary Officer); Mrs. N.A. Dharmadasa (Telephone Supervisor); Mrs. K.T.D. Sooriyabandara (Assistant
Parliamentary Officer)

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
DIRECTOR (ADMINISTRATION) - Miss. G. Thatchanarany
DEPUTY DIRECTOR (ADMINISTRATION) - Mrs. E.D.S.M. Fernando

ESTABLISHMENTS OFFICE - Mr. W.P.L. Jayasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.A.K.C. Udapola (Principal Officer);
Mr. P.G.P. Priyankara, Mrs. G.N.D. Thilakarathna, Mrs. D.M.D. Alahakone (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. K.I.M. Perera, Mrs. W.S.Y. Zoysa
(Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. R.R.G.D.K. Jayathilaka, Mrs. N.N. Hettige (Parliamentary Officers); Mrs. H.A.R.R. Gunasekara (Assistant
Parliamentary Officer)

MEMBERS’ SERVICES OFFICE - Mr. M.UM. Vasik (Assistant Director- Administration); Mr. E.D.J. Wickramasinghe (Principal Officer);
Mr. W.P.J. Pushpakumara Pathirana, Mr. P. D. N. Fernando (Deputy Principal Officers)

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE — Mrs. M. N. Withanage (Principal Officer); Mr. P. K. D. S. W. Wijegunawardena (Deputy
Principal Officer); Mrs. G.K.S. Priyadarshani, Mrs. C.S.C. Fonseka (Assistant Principal Officers)

FOREIGN RELATIONS AND PROTOCOL OFFICE — Mrs. G.V. Ama Sudanthi, Mrs. T.W.A. Jayaratne (Senior Parliamentary Protocol
Officers); Mr. HN.D.R.B. Nanayakkara (Assistant Parliamentary Protocol Officer)

TRANSPORT OFFICE - Mr. S.B. Kulugammana (Assistant Director-Administration); Mr. H.M.L.A. Samaranayake (Transport Officer); Mr.
W.G.S. Shantha, Mr. M.R.B. Senaratne, Mr. D. A. M. Baddewithana (Parliamentary Officers); Mr. R.P.H. Kularatne, Mr. G.M. Prasantha
(Assistant Parliamentary Officers)

RIGHT TO INFORMATION UNIT - Mrs. K.A.M.R.S. Rodrigo (Deputy Principal Officer)

SENIOR STENOGRAPHERS - Mr. H.P.C.S. Tillakaratne, Mr. R.P. Rasika Rajapaksha

STENOGRAPHERS - Mrs. P.D.N.P. Kumari, Mrs. A. Rajanimala, Mrs. D.W.B.A. Jayanatha, Mrs. P.W.C. Priyadarshani
SENIOR TRANSLATORS - Mrs. A. Rukmanidevi, Mr. S.M. Nazir, Mr. SM.A K. Karunaratne, Mr. M.M. Halimdeen
BUNGALOW MANAGER - Mr. D.M.P. Athukorala, Mr. Y. M. Chaminda

RECORD KEEPER - Mr. E.K.K.P. Pushpalal
DOCUMENTATION SUPERVISOR - Mr. S.V. Bokalawela
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HANSARD DEPARTMENT

EDITOR OF HANSARD — Mrs. C.N. Lokukodikara de Silva

DEPUTY EDITORS OF HANSARD - Mrs. S K.M.W. Samarasekera, Mr. M.S.M. Linnas, Miss H.G. Pujika

ASSISTANT EDITORS OF HANSARD - Mrs. R.D.P. Sujeewani, Mrs. D.P.A.N.N. Weerasinghe, Mrs. K.G.N.P. Rabel, Mrs. K.P.S. Perera, Mrs.
K.A.J.S. Perera, Mrs. K.D.S. Kularatne Aluthgamage, Miss Geethani Warnasuriya, Mr. H.G. Lakshitha, Mrs. P.M.G.P. Priyangika, Mrs. M.LS.
Nishra, Mrs. E.H.W. Irangika.

SENIOR HANSARD REPORTERS - Mrs. H.D.L.S. Peiris, Mrs. P.V.T.V. Gamage Arumadura, Mrs. W.A.D.P. Wijekonda, Miss S.M.A.
Kumuduni, Mrs. F.H.A.N. Silva, Mrs. T.T. Kumanayake, Mrs. H.R.P. Chandani, Miss C.R. Karunaratna, Mr. M.T.A.D. Millagastenna, Mr. H.G.
Manjula, Mrs. D.R.D. Hettige, Miss M.M.C.K. Marasinghe, Mrs. M.P. Niroshi Sajeewani, Mrs. K.P. Pathma

HANSARD REPORTERS — Mrs. T.U. Weerasekara, Miss G.A. Hiruni Punsara, Mr. K.M.D. Lanka, Mrs. M. Pushpakumara, Mrs. T.N.
Samarasinghe, Mrs. H.R.U.S. Nivarchana, Mrs. E.V.T.R. Edirisinghe, Mrs. Indunil Dhammika, Mrs. M.A. Jesmina, Miss A. Mirunalini, Mrs.
W.G.P.R. Samanmali, Mrs. R.S. Alahapperuma, Mrs. H.G. Maduka Shithari, Mrs. M.B.T.N. Priyadarshani, Miss S. Thushanthini, Miss S.U.
Ranasinghe, M.A K.S. Sanjeewani, Mrs. S.N. Kalawana

SENIOR COMMITTEE REPORTERS - Mrs. P.G.K.N. Mihiri, Mrs. J.A.T. Samanthika

COMMITTEE REPORTERS — Mrs. JK.I. Nilmini, Mrs. Mrs. L.P.Wadanambi, Miss T.P.R.T. Kumari, Mrs. D.S. Hewavithana, Miss. R.P.G.
Kumari SENIOR INDEXING OFFICERS - Mr. M.\M.M. Nasaar, Miss S.A.D. Manori, Mr. J. Naushad, Mrs. M.B.V.N.T. Fernando, Mr.
AM.C.M. Adikari

RECORDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. L.S. Ranasinghe

FINANCE AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (FINANCE) — Mr. G. Sarath Kumara

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mrs. K. A L. Senarathna, (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. L.B.R. Pathmasiri (Principal Officer);
Mrs. R.ANN.D. Alwis (Deputy Principal Officer); Mr. M.A.K.D.C. Kumara, Mrs. R.M.S. Samanjika, Mr. S.L. Wickrema, Mr. W.K.D.S.
Kumarasiri, Mrs. T.P. de Costa, Mrs. L.D.H. Molligoda, Mrs. H.E.C. Silva (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. N. D. H. D. Perera (Parliamentary
Officer)

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES OFFICE — Mr. N. N. Wewelwela (Assistant Director—Administration); Mrs. H.M.C.N.K. Herath (Principal Officer);
Mrs. D.P.A.P.H. Kulathunga, Mrs. E.A.N.M. Edirisinghe, Mrs. U.M.S. Prabhashini, Mrs. A.LB. Weeratunga, Mrs. D.R.A.M.D. Sewwanthi,
Mr. T.G. Balasuriya (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. T. H. S. U. Thirimanna (Parliamentary Officer)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mr. LM.A K. Idirisinghe (Assistant Parliamentary Officer)
RECEIVING OFFICER - Mr. B. K. Sampath

SHROFF — Mr. M.G.N.G. Dharmasena

STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. M.P. G. Silva

PURCHASING OFFICER - Mr. M.G.P K. Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER — Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. K. K. D. Hannadi

CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. S.S.Elvitigala

CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) — Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne

INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. C. U. B. Gamage

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.A.S. Lalith Kumara
TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. N.M.S.S. Nawarathne

TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) - Mrs. H.D. Jayakody, Mr. P. R. Wickramaarachchi

ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. B..K. Chanaka



Ixxiii

CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) - Mr. R. H. Edirisinghe
EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr. L. K.C.S. Gajanayake

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. D.D.I. Thushara

F & B MANAGER - Mr. K.S. Sumanaweera

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. M.G.U. Jayasiri

SOUS CHEF - Mr. D.M.M.M.B. Ulapane
ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. K.N. Basnayake

RESTAURANT MANAGERS - Mr. K. A.D.A. Wijesiri, Mr. G.D. Anil, Mr. W.N.R. Wijewardena, Mr. D.H.B.B. Pathmasiri, Mr. H.D.T. Priyantha,
Mr. J.LA.S.K. Jayakody, Mr. D.S. Rohana

GARDEN SUPERVISOR — Mr. R.M.J. Rajapaksha
SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna, Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri
HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. G.R.S.K.D. Gamlath, Mr. B.D. Pushpakumara, Mr. B. D. Jagath Kumara

F & B SUPERVISORS - Mr. N. W. M. Turin, Mr. A.D.D.S. Gunasekara, Mr. S.J. Gamage, Mr. H.R.K.S.K. Peiris, Mr. W.D.S.R. Kumara,
Mr. U.A.D. Nishantha, Mr. I.G.C. Kumara

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. G.A. Wijesinghe
CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr. P.R. Wijesinghe, Mr. B.T.R. Hewamana , Mr. R.P. Helambage, Mr. M.W.W.M.P.C.C. Walgama

LEADING COOKS - Mr. D.A.A.Amarathunga, Mr. H. Wijesiri, Mr. A.A.D. Suranga, Mr. K.V.A. Jayawardene, Mr. RM.M. Srimal, Mr. G.S.P.
Suraweera, Mr. B.A.P. Pushpakumara, Mr. P.D.P. Pushpakumara, Mr. M.B.A.P. Muthukumarana, Mr. D.T.T. Deshapriya

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. H.E. Janakantha Silva

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. M.J. Perera, (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. P.H. Kumarasinghe, Mr. K.R. Herath (Principal Officers);
Mrs. V.P.G.S. Vidanapathirana, Mr. R.A.R.L. Ranawaka (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. A.C.F. Nusrath, Mrs. A.N.D. Gunarathna, Mrs. J.M.S.
Nirmani, Mr. U.P.B.M. Undugoda (Assistant Principal Officers); Miss E.H. Jayaweera, Mr. K.D.G.M. Krisantha (Parliamentary Officers)

BILLS OFFICE - Mr. D.D.U.K. Munasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. A.S. De Silva (Principal Officer); Mr. J. Naseerdeen
(Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. K.C.K. Peiris, Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee, Mrs. M.E.K.K. Fernando (Assistant Principal Officers); Miss
D.R.K. Ranasinghe (Parliamentary Officer)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.I Dissanayake (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. U. N. Panditha (Principal Officer); Mr. R.C.
Wijeyathilake (Deputy Principal Officer); Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalanda, Mrs. W.M.L.M. Weerasinghe, Mrs. W.W.S.R.M.H. Samaranayake
(Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. H.N. Fernandopulle (Parliamentary Officer)

COMMITTEE OFFICE II — Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Assistant Director-Administration); Mrs. H.A.T.D. Hewaarachchi, Mrs. S.W.T.R. de Silva, Mr.
H.U.P. Kumara, Mrs. D.C.S. Rupasinghe, Mr. S.A.M. Shaheed (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. R.P.Y.T. Warusavithana, Mr. M.R.D.T.
Thilakasiri (Assistant Principal Officers)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. N.S. Wickramarathne, Mrs. C.M. Bulathsinhala,(Assistant
Directors-Administration); Mr. K.P. Chandana, Mrs. C.M. Subashinghe (Principal Officers); Mrs. G.R.U. Gamage, (Deputy Principal Oftficer);
Mrs. W. L. S. D. de Alwis, Mr. KM.G.K. Jayawardana, Miss G.K.C. Thilakarathna, Mr. J.T.L.P. Sameera, Mrs. R.C. Kulathilaka, Mrs. G.M.H.S.
Gamlath (Assistant Principal Officers); Miss H.M.D. Lakmali , Mrs. M. S. Bandulahewa (Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. K.T.C.K. Peiris (Assistant Director - Administration); Miss. S.R.M.H.G. Samaradiwakara
(Principal Officer); Mrs. J.A.D. Jayasinghe (Deputy Principal Officer); Mr. K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri (Assistant principal Officer)

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. A.A.S.P. Perera (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.W.N.N.C.
Fernando, (Principal Officer); Mrs. M. K. S. D. Alwis, Mrs. 1.K. Samarasekera, Mrs. D.V.O. Weerakoon (Deputy Principal Officers); Miss
R.M.D.K. Priyadarshani (Assistant Principal Officer)

NATIONAL COUNCIL OFFICE — Mrs. B.J. Abeysinghe (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. B.W.K.J. Welarathne, Miss D.LT. Sarathchandra
(Assistant Principal Officers)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss. K.D.S. Wijenayake

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mrs. J.P.M.P. Jayasinghe, Mrs. D.G. Wasana Madushani

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN—Mr. A H.L.A.R. Weerasiri, Mrs. W.K.H. Jayani, Mr. S.H.M.W. Samarakoon, Mr. W.A.A.Wekkasinghe
CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mrs. G.R.A. Godagama
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SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mr. M. Ajiwadeen, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi

RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. R.N.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mr. V. Muralithas, Mrs. D.S.P.A.K. De Silva, Miss A.G.J.
Chathurika

CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. W.M.U. Bandara

DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. J.A.S.P. Perera, Mr. C.J. Karunaratne, Mr. A.G. Mohamed Fiqrhi
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the
Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the Bill
titled “Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Amendment)”,
which was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of
Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

Upon consideration of the provisions of the Bill, the
Supreme Court is of the view that Clauses 2, 3 and 7 are
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and
therefore, those Clauses of the Bill, as they stand at
present, could only be passed by a special majority in
Parliament, as required by Article 84(2) of the
Constitution.

However, the Supreme Court has determined that the
inconsistencies of the above-mentioned Clauses of the
Bill would cease subject to the Amendments as set out in
the Determination being moved at the Committee Stage
of Parliament, as proposed by the Hon. Attorney-General.

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court
be printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings of
the House.

ogedmimed Soes :
2w BTG FH L)
Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN P RT
SRI LANKA

In the matter of an application in terms of Article 121 read
with Article 120, of the Constitution to determine whether the
Bill titled “Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Amendment)” or
any part thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

C. S.D. NO 42/23 Petitioner: Warnakulasuriya Charith Jayantha Peiris
67/A, Doowawatta Wella,
Marawilla.
Counsel: Nuwan Peiris,

Attorney-at-Law

Attorney-General

Counsel: Nirmalan Wigneswaran, DSG with SC
Navodi de Zoysa and SC Jehan
Gunasekare for the Hon. Attorney-
General.

Before: P. PADMAN SURASENA, J
SHIRAN GOONERATNE, J
ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE, J

The Bench assembled for hearing the petition on 24* July 2023 and 25t July 2023.

The Bill titled "Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Amendment) Act, No. 2 of 1996 (hereinafter
sometimes referred to as the Bill) was published in the Gazette on 28% February 2023 and
was placed on the Order Paper of Parliament on 5% July 2023. The Petitioner has filed the
instant petition in the Registry of the Supreme Court on the 17% of July 2023 invoking the
jurisdiction vested in this Court by virtue of Article 121 read with Article 120 of the
Constitution, in respect of the aforementioned Bill. The Petitioner has prayed for a
determination from this Court under Article 123 of the Constitution.
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Upon receipt of the petition, Court issued notices on the Hon. Attorney General as required
by Article 134 (1) of the Constitution. Thereafter, Court on 24% July 2023, commenced hearing
the submissions of the learned counsel for the Petitioner as well as the submissions of the
learned Deputy Solicitor General who appeared for the Hon. Attorney General and concluded
its hearing on 25* July 2023.

The Bill proposes to amend the principal enactment which is the Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Act No. 2 of 1996 as subsequently amended from time to time by several
amendments passed by Parliament. The amendments proposed by this Bill are: to replace
Section 14F of the Principal enactment; to insert new Part II B containing sections 14 O, 14 P
to the Principal enactment; to repeal section 16 A of the Principal enactment; to amend section
49 of the Principal enactment; to insert two new sections 49B and 49C into the Principal
enactment; and to amend section 66 of the Principal enactment.

Although there are 8 main clauses in the Bill, the Petitioner, according to his petition dated
17* July 2023, has challenged only Clauses 2, 3, 6 and 7 of the Bill. The Petitioner has not
challenged Clauses 1, 4, 5 and 8 of the Bill.

Let us now proceed to determine whether the said Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent
with the Constitution.

LA OF THE BILL
Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to replace section 14F of the principal enactment.

Clause 2 of the Bill reads as follows:

"Section 14F of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No. 2 of 1996
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘principal enactment”) is hereby repealed and
the following new section is substituted therefor: -

Prohibition of fishing in foreign waters
14F. (1) A person shall not use, or cause to be used, a local fishing boat to
which a licence is granted under this Part, for fishing operations in waters
within the national jurisdiction of another State, unless authorized to do so in
accordance with the laws of that State.

(2) A person who contravenes the provisions of subsection (1) shall be guilty
of an offence under this Act.

(3) For the purpose of this section, a person shall include the owner of the
boat, the holder of the licence issued in respect of such boat, the skipper of
the boat, any member of the crew and any person on board of such boat at
the time of the commission of such offence:

Provided however, any person on board of such boat shall not be
deemed to be guilty of an offence if such person proves that such offence was
committed without the knowledge of such person or that he exercised all due
diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.”

Statement of Legal Effect of Clause 2 of the Bill which seeks to replace section 14 F of the

principal enactment is stated as follows:
"This Clause replaces section 14F of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act,
No. 2 of 1996 (hereinafter referred to as the “principal enactment”) and the
legal effect of the section as replaced is to make, in addition to the holder of 3
licence granted under Part II of the Act, the owner of the boat, the skipper of
the boat, any member of the crew and any person on board of such boat at
the relevant time as persons liable for the offence committed under newly
Introduced section 14F.”

In the course of the hearing before Court, the learned counsel for the Petitioner was content
only to challenge the proviso to the new proposed section 14 F. He submitted that the proviso
to the new proposed section 14 F applies only to “any person on board of such boat” which
is only one category of several categories of persons referred to in proposed Section 14 F 3).
The aforesaid several categories of persons in proposed Section 14 F (3) can be identified as
follows:

i) owner of the boat,

i) the holder of the licence issued in respect of such boat,

iii) the skipper of the boat,

iv)  any member of the crew,

v) any person on board of such boat,
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(at the time of the commission of such offence).

1t is the position of the Petitioner that the defence set out in the above proviso has been
extended only to one category of persons namely “any person on board of such boat”. We
observe that this defence set out in the proviso has not been made available to the other four
categories of persons who may commit the same offence. Thus, the other categories of
persons who commit the same offence have not been afforded the same privilege of
availability of that defense. This in our view violates Article 12(1) of the Constitution, which
reads as follows:

“12(1) All persons are equal before the law and are entitled to the equal

protection of the law”

Thus, the afore-stated Proviso as it stands at present, has afforded the protection of law by
making available the defence set out therein, only to one category out of five other categories
of persons. There is no justification to leave out the other four categories of persons in the
said Proviso.

Therefore, we hold that the proviso to the new proposed section 14 F in Clause 2 of the Bill
as it stands at present could only be passed by a special majority as required by Article 84(2)
of the Constitution. i.e., only if the number of votes cast in favour thereof amounts to not less
than two-thirds of the whole number of Members (including those not present).

The Court indicated this violation to the leared Deputy Solicitor General who appeared for
the Hon. Attorney General.

Subsequently the learned Deputy Solicitor General has informed* this Court that the Hon.
Attorney General would be advising the Minister to resolve the said inconsistency by moving
to amend Clause 2 of the Bill at the Committee stage of Parliament in the following manner:

(a) Proviso proposed Section 14F(3) contained in to Clause 2
Provided, however, any such person en-beard-of-such-beat shall not be deemed
to be guilty of an offence if such person proves that such offence was committed
without the knowledge of such person and that he exercised all due diligence to
prevent the commission of such offence.

We agree with this submission of the learned Deputy Solicitor General. We hold that Clause 2
of the Bill if amended as set out above, would cease to be inconsistent with any provision of
the Constitution.

Learned counsel for the Petitioner also has agreed with this arrangement. He has stated in
his written submission,? that he is in agreement with the Hon. Attorney-General’s amendments
and that he would not seek to challenge the Bill on the grounds averred in the Petition and
the written submission filed during the pre-hearing stage.

L, E 3 OF THE

Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to insert a new Part (Part II B) to the principal enactment. Clause 3
proposes to bring in two new sections under the proposed new Part II B. The proposed two
new sections are sections 14 O and 14 P. The proposed new section 14 O reads as follows:

"140. (1) A person shall not engage in any Illegal, Unreported or Unregulated
fishing operations in Sri Lanka Waters or High seas.

(2) A person who contravenes the provisions of subsection (1) shall be guilty
of an offence under this act,

(3) For the purpose of this section, a person shall include the owner of the
boat, the holder of the licence issued in respect of such boat, the skipper of
the boat, any member of the crew and any person on board of such boat at
the time of the commission of such offence:

Provided however, any person on board of such boat shall not be
deemed to be guilty of an offence if such person proves that such offence was
committed without the knowledge of such person or that he exercised all due
diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.”

1 By the written submission dated 25.07.2023 filed by the Hon. Attorney General.
2 Written submission dated 25.07.2023 filed by the Petitioner.

Statement of Legal Effect of the new section (section 14 O) proposed by Clause 3 of the Bill
is stated as follows:

a. Prohibit any person from engaging in any Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
fishing operation in Sri Lanka Waters or High Seas; and

b. Make the owner of the boat, the holder of the licence, the skipper of the boat,
any member of the crew and any person on board of such boat at the relevant
time as persons liable for any offence committed under newly inserted section
140

In the course of the hearing before Court, the learned counsel for the Petitioner was content
only to challenge the proviso to the new proposed section 14 O. He submitted that the proviso
to the new proposed section 14 O applies only to “any person on board of such boat” which
is only one category of several categories of persons referred to in proposed Section 14 O (3).
The aforesaid several categories of persons in proposed Section 14 O (3) can be identified as
follows:

i) owner of the boat,

i) the holder of the licence issued in respect of such boat,

jii) the skipper of the boat,

iv) any member of the crew,

V) any person on board of such boat,

(at the time of the commission of such offence).

It is the position of the Petitioner that the defence set out in the above proviso has been
extended only to one category of persons namely “any person on board of such boat”. We
observe that this defence set out in the proviso has not been made available to the other four
categories of persons who may commit the same offence. Thus, the other categories of
persons who commit the same offence have not been afforded the same privilege of
availability of that defense. This in our view violates Article 12(1) of the Constitution, which
reads as follows:

"12(1) All persons are equal before the law and are entitled to the equal
protection of the law”

Thus, the afore-stated Proviso as it stands at present, has afforded the protection of law by
making available the defence set out therein only to one category out of five other categories
of persons. There is no justification to leave out other four categories of persons in the said
Proviso.

Therefore, we hold that the proviso to the new proposed section 14 O in Clause 3 of the Bill
as it stands at present could only be passed by a special majority as required by Article 84(2)
of the Constitution. i.e., only if the number of votes cast in favour thereof amounts to not less
than two-thirds of the whole number of Members (including those not present).

The Court indicated this violation to the learned Deputy Solicitor General who appeared for
the Hon. Attorney General.

Subsequently the learned Deputy Solicitor General has informed? this Court that the Hon.
Attorney General would be advising the Minister to resolve the said inconsistency by moving
to amend Clause 3 of the Bill at the Committee stage of Parliament in the following manner:

(b) Proviso proposed Section 14 O (3) contained in to Clause 3

Provided, however, any such person enbesrd-of-such—beat shall not be
deemed to be guilty of an offence if such person proves that such offence was
committed without the knowledge of such person and that he exercised all due
diiligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

We agree with this submission of the learned Deputy Solicitor General. We hold that Clause 3
of the Bill if amended as set out above, would cease to be inconsistent with any provision of
the Constitution.

Learned counsel for the Petitioner also has agreed with this arrangement. He has stated in
his written submission,* that he is in agreement with the Hon. Attorney-General’s amendments
and that he would not seek to challenge the Bill on the grounds averred in the Petition and
the written submission filed during the pre-hearing stage.

3 By the written submission dated 25.07.2023 filed by the Hon. Attorney General.
* Written submission dated 25.07.2023 filed by the Petitioner.



Let us now consider the other new section (section 14 P) proposed by Clause 3 of the Bill.
The proposed new section 14 P reads as follows:

14P. The Director-General may, where he has reasonable grounds to believe
that any person is engaged in any Illegal, Unreported or Unregulated Fishing
Operations in waters within the jurisdiction of another State, and the fishing
boat used for such operations is a local fishing boat registered under section
15, he may, after affording such person or the owner of such boat, as the case
may be, an opportunity of being heard-

(a) Cancel or suspend for such period as may be determined by him,
the registration of such boat as a local fishing boat under section
15; and

(b) Cancel or suspend for such period as may be determined by him,
any licence issued in respect of that fishing boat, under section 6 or
section 144, as the case may be, authorizing the licensee to engage
in any prescribed fishing operations in Sri Lanka waters or the High
Seas, as the case may be.”

Statement of Legal Effect of the new section (section 14 P) proposed by Clause 3 of the Bill
is stated as follows:

"The legal effect of section 14P is to make provisions for the cancellation of the
registration of any local fishing boat and the licence for fishing operations, in
respect of persons engaging in Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing
operations in waters within the jurisdiction of another State.”

The learned counsel for the Petitioner in the course of his submissions, did not seek to
challenge this new section (section 14 P) proposed by Clause 3 of the Bill. Therefore, it is not
necessary for us either to consider this new section (section 14 P) proposed by Clause 3 of
the Bill or to make any pronouncement in that regard.

The learned counsel for the Petitioner in the course of his submissions, did not seek to
challenge Clauses 4 and 5 of the Bill. Therefore, it is not necessary for us either to consider
Clauses 4 and 5 of the Bill or to make any pronouncement in that regard.

CLAUSE 6 OF THE BILL

Clause 6 of the Bill seeks to insert two new sections to the principal enactment. The first of
those new sections proposed by Clause 6 of the Bill is section 49 B which reads as follows:

“Penalty for Illegal, Unreported or Unregulated fishing in Sri Lanka Waters or High
Seas.

49B. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of section
140 of this Act shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and if no penalty is
expressly provided for such offence in the Act, shall on conviction after summary
trial by a Magistrate be liable to a fine not less than one hundred thousand
rupees.”

The second of those new sections proposed by Clause 6 of the Bill is section 49 C which reads
as follows:

"Penalty for offences for which no penalty is expressly provided.

49C. Subject to the provisions of section 498, any person who contravenes or
fails to comply with any provision of this Act (other than any regulation made
under this Act,) in respect of which no penalty is expressly provided for, shall
be guilty of an offence and shall on conviction after summary trial before a
Magistrate be liable to a fine not less than fifty thousand rupees.”

Statement of Legal Effect of the new sections (section 49 B and 49 C) proposed by Clause 6
of the Bill is stated as follows:

“This clause inserts new sections 498 and 49C in the principal enactment and
the legal effect of the sections Is to make provisions to impose a penalty if no
penalty is expressly provided in the Act in respect of a person who contravenes
section 140 of the principal enactment or any other provision of the principal
enactment (other than any regulation made under the principal enactment.)”
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Learned Counsel for the Petitioner first submitted that the legislature must specify an upper
limit of the sentence also. It was his submission that in the absence of an upper limit to the
sentence it would be possible for a Magistrate to impose arbitrary fines on a convicted person.

We observe that even in Clause 5, the Bill has not specified an upper limit of the sentence
which could be imposed on a person who is found guilty of an offence under proposed section
49. The said section also has prescribed only minimum sentences. We further observe that
the learned counsel for the Petitioner was content with no submission in that regard being
made to challenge the said Clause. If the Petitioner is content with Clause 5 of the Bill which
has only prescribed minimum mandatory sentences we do not see how and on what basis the
Petitioner can canvass Clause 6 on the basis that it does not have an upper limit of the
sentence. On the other hand, the learned counsel for the Petitioner was unable to show us
how absence of a maximum sentence would violate any provision of the Constitution.
Furthermore, the written submissions filed by the learned counsel for the Petitioner after
hearing, clearly indicates that he would not maintain his afore-said submission anymore.
Therefore, we are of the view that there is no merit in the submissions of the learned counsel
for the Petitioner in regard to Clause 5 of the Bill.

CLAUSE 7 OF THE BILL

Clause 7 of the Bill seeks to amend section 66 of the principal enactment. The amendment
proposed by Clause 7 of the Bill reads as follows:

"Section 66 of the principal enactment is hereby amended as follows:-

Amendment of section 66 of the principal enactment

(1) In the definition of the expression “authorized officer” by the substitution
for the words "Sergeant and any officer of the Navy not below the rank of
Petty Officer” of the words and figures “Sergeant and any officer of the
Navy not below the rank of a Petty Officer or any Coast Guard officer of
the Department of Coast Guard established by the Department of Coast
Guard Act, No. 41 of 2009;”

(2) by the insertion immediately after the definition of "High Seas” of the
following new definition.-

"Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing Operations”
includes fishing operations set out in paragraph 3 of the International
Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing (IUU Fishing Plan of Action) adopted by the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Agreement on Port State
Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing 2009, as adopted by the Resolutions of the Indian

operations  conducted  in

contravention of the management and conservation measures adopted

Ocean-Tuna  Commission,  fishing
by the other relevant Regional Fisheries Management Organizations
(RFMOs) of which Sri Lanka is a party, and fishing operations which are
conducted in contravention of Sri Lanka’s obligations towards
conservation of living marine resources under relevant provisions of the

applicable Intemational Laws;”

Statement of Legal Effect of the proposed amendment of section 66 proposed by Clause 7 of
the Bill is stated as follows:

This clause amends section 66 of the principal enactment and the legal effect of the
section as amended is to:-
(3) Include in the definition of the expression ‘authorized officer”, any Coast Guard
officer of the Department of Coast Guard;
(b) Include new definitions for the expressions ‘“Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated (IUU) fishing Operations” and ‘“skipper’, in the principal
enactment.

The proposed amendment has three subsections numbered as (1), (2) and (3). Learned
counsel for the Petitioner made no submissions with regard to sub sections (1) and (3).
However, he did make submissions in relation to subsection (2).

Learned counsel for the Petitioner submitted that the definition set out in subsection (2) of
the proposed section 66 of the Bill lacks clarity with regard to the ingredients of the offence
it creates. We also observe that the definition is based on several international instruments,
the details of which cannot be found in the Bill. We are therefore of the view that any person
must be in a position to ascertain and know exactly what he can do and cannot do before



going out to fish. Absence of clarity in ingredients of the offence would deprive citizens of the
country of equal protection of law, a fundamental right guaranteed under Article 12(1) of the
Constitution.

Therefore, we hold that the proviso to the new proposed section 66 in Clause 7 of the Bill as
it stands at present could only be passed by a special majority as required by Article 84(2) of
the Constitution. i.e., only if the number of votes cast in favour thereof amounts to not less
than two-thirds of the whole number of Members (including those not present).

The Court indicated this violation to the leared Deputy Solicitor General who appeared for
the Hon. Attorney General.

Subsequently the learned Deputy Solicitor General has informed® this Court that the Hon.
Attorney General would be advising the Minister to resolve the said inconsistency by moving
to amend Clause 7 of the Bill at the Committee stage of Parliament in the following manner:

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing Operations mean:
With regard to Illegal Fishing, Fishing Operations conducted by

(3) Sri Lankan or foreign fishing vessels in Sri Lanka Waters in contravention
of any law or any regulation made under this Act;

(b) Any Sri Lankan fishing vessels in the High Seas in contravention of any
laws or any regulation made under this Act, under this Act, including
any regulation made to implement conservation and management
measures adopted by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or other
Fisheries Management Organisation to which Sri Lanka is a party;

(c) Any Sri Lankan fishing vessel in waters under the jurisdiction of another
State, without the permission of such State;

(d) Any fishing vessel flying the flag of any foreign State, which is a party to
the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or another Regional Fisheries
Management Organisation to which Sri Lanka is also a party, in Sri Lanka
Waters, operating in contravention of regulations made under this Act
implementing

@) the conservation and management measures adopted by
the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or such other Regional
Fisheries Management Organisation, or

) the relevant provisions of any international agreement or
obligations undertaken by Sri Lanka

as the case may be;

With regard to Unreported Fishing, Fishing Operations

which have not been reported, or have been misreported to the Director
General in contravention of the prescribed reporting procedures under this
Act or any regulation made hereunder, including any regulation that may be
made by the Minister under this Act implementing any reporting procedures
of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or any other Regional Fisheries
Management Organisation to which Sri Lanka is a party or the relevant
provisions of any international agreement or obligations undertaken by Sri
Lanka, in the area of competence of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or
such other Regional Fisheries Managerment Organisation or such other area,
as the case may be

With regard to Unregulated Fishing, Fishing Operations

(a) in the area of competence of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or any other
Regional Fisheries Management Organisation to which Sri Lanka is a party
conducted by a fishing vessel without nationality or flying the flag of a State
that is not a party to Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or such other Regional
Fisheries Management Organisation in a manner that is not consistent with or
contravenes the conservation and management measures of the Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission or such other Regional Fisheries Management
Organisation, implemented by any regulation made under this Act

(b) in areas or for fish stocks in relation to which there are no applicable
conservation or management measures and where such fishing activities are
conaucted in @ manner inconsistent with the responsibilities of Sri Lanka for
the conservation of living marine resources under international law to the
extent set out in any regulation made under this Act.

® By the written submission dated 25.07.2023 filed by the Hon. Attorney General.
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We agree with this submission of the learned Deputy Solicitor General. We hold that Clause 7
of the Bill if amended as set out above, would cease to be inconsistent with any provision of
the Constitution.

Learned counsel for the Petitioner also has agreed with this arrangement. He has stated in
his written submission,® that he is in agreement with the Hon. Attorney-General’s proposed
amendments and that he would not seek to challenge the Bill on the grounds averred in the
Petition and the written submission filed during the pre-hearing stage.

The Petitioner has not challenged Clause 8 of the Bill.
We place on record our appreciation of the assistance given by the learned counsel who

appeared for the Petitioners, and the learned Deputy Solicitor General who represented the
Hon. Attorney-General, in this proceeding.

P. PADMAN SURASENA J
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

SHIRAN GOONERATNE J
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE J
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

© Written submission dated 25.07.2023 filed by the Petitioner.

I
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PRADESHIYA SABHA (AMENDMENT) BILL, URBAN
COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL AND MUNICIPAL COUNCILS

(AMENDMENT) BILL:
DETERMINATION OF THE SUPREME COURT

@O0 QBNWD O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTderT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the
Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the
three Bills titled “Pradeshiya Sabha (Amendment)”,
“Urban Councils (Amendment)” and ‘“Municipal
Councils (Amendment)”, which were challenged in the
Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the
Constitution.

The Supreme Court has determined that Clause 2 of
all these three Bills are inconsistent with Articles 1, 12
(1), 82, 83 and 104B of the Constitution and therefore, it
is necessary to pass these Bills titled “Pradeshiya Sabha
(Amendment)”, “Urban Councils (Amendment)” and
“Municipal Councils (Amendment)” by a special
majority in Parliament and approved by the People at a
Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83 of
the Constitution. - [Interruption.]

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court
be printed in the Official Report of today’s proceedings
of the House.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

“M 1C

ils (A

) Bill, Urban Councils (Amendment) Bill, and

Before

S.C. (S.D.) No. 25/2023
Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2nd Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 26/2023
Petitioner
Counsel

15! Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 27/2023
Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 28/2023
Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

Pradeshiya Sabha (Amendment) Bill”
Priyantha Jayawardena PC Judge of the Supreme Court
Judge of the Supreme Court

Kumudini Wickremasinghe

Achala Wengappuli Judge of the Supreme Court

Rohana Nishantha Hettiarachchi

Asthika Devendra with Wasantha S. Widanage

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State
Counsel and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney

General.

Rohana Nishantha Hettiarachchi

Asthika Devendra with Wasantha S. Widanage

Jayantha Ketagoda

Sanjeewa Dasanayake. Namiq Naffath and Nithil Fernandopulle

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Rohana Nishantha Hettiarachchi

Asthika Devendra with Wasantha S. Widanage

Jayantha Ketagoda

Lasitha Kanawanaarachchi with Charaka Wijesinghe, Vipuni

Pieris and Tharushi Amarasinghe

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel
and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Suren Fernando with Shiloma David and Kushmila Ranasinghe

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 29/2023
Petitioner

Counsel

15! Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 30/2023
Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent
Counsel
S.C. (S.D.) No. 31/2023

Petitioners

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2"d Respondent

Counsel

$.C. (S.D.) No. 32/2023

Petitioners

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel
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Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Suren Fernando with Shiloma David and Kushmila Ranasinghe

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody. State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Suren Fernando with Shiloma David and Kushmila Ranasinghe

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody. State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Rev. Rohan Silva
Rev. Julian Patrick Perera
Saliya Peiris, PC with Pulasthi Hewamanna, Harini

Jayawardhana, Fadhila Fairoze, Githmin Wijenarayanas,

Nisal Hennadige, Mark Fernando and S. Anushkankan

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake

Rev. Rohan Silva

Rev. Julian Patrick Perera

Saliya Peiris, PC with Pulasthi Hewamanna, Harini
Jayawardhana, Fadhila Fairoze, Githmi Wijenarayanas,

Nisal Hennadige, Mark Fernando and S. Anushkankan

Attorney General
Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.
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1t Respondent  : Attorney General
2"d Respondent  : Jayantha Ketagoda
Counsel 5 Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail

C 1 3 V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Al d d D.S. Ratnayak
ounse OXSY w 1ot Alexander an Ainayaxe Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon. State Counsel for the Attorney General.

S.C. (S.D.) No. 33/2023
2"d Respondent  : Jayantha Ketagoda
Petitioners : Rev. Rohan Silva
Counsel : V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Rev. Julian Patrick Perera
Counsel z Saliya Peiris, PC with Pulasthi Hewamanna, Harini
Jayawardhana, Fadhila Fairoze, Githmi Wijenarayanas,
S.C. (S.D.) No. 39/2023
Nisal Hennadige, Mark Fernando and S. Anushkankan

Petitioners 3 Harshana Rajakarana
Mujibar Rahuman
1! Respondent  : Attorney General : ) N
Walimuni Mahendra Dharshana De Silva
Counsel s Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor G 1 with Abigail i SRPTeR,
oun riZayan.Lerens, Deputy wolictionHeneral:wi ASE Counsel E Tharaka Nanayakkara with Budwin Siriwardena, Azlam
Jayakody. State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel
Azaudeen
and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.
" Respondent : Hon. Attorney General
2" Respondent  : Jayantha Ketagoda
Counsel 2 Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Counsel 3 V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake RS €

Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

S.C. (S.D.) No. 36/2023

Petitioners = Centre for Policy Alternatives (Guarantee) Limited S.C. (S.D.) No. 40/2023

Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu Petitioners . Harshana Rajakarana

Mujibar Rahuman
Walimuni Mahendra Dharshana De Silva

Counsel g Viran Corea, L.uwie Ganeshathasan, Khyati Wickramanayake,

Thilini Vidhanagamage for the Petitioners.

Counsel 3 Tharaka Nanayakkara with Budwin Siriwardena and Azlam
1% Respondent  : Attorney General Azaudeen
Counsel H Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Respondent i Hon. Attorney General
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel
Counsel ; Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.
2" Respondent : Jayantha Ketagoda

Counsel E V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

S.C. (S.D.) No. 41/2023

Petitioners 3 Harshana Rajakarana

S.C. (S.D.) No. 37/2023
(D No Mujibar Rahuman

Walimuni Mahendra Dharshana De Silva

Petitioners § Centre for Policy Alternatives (Guarantee) Limited

Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu

Counsel ki Farman Cassim PC with Tharaka Nanayakkara, Budwin

Counsel p Viran Corea, Luwie Ganeshathasan, Khyati Wickramanayake, Siriwardena and Ms. Jessica Abeyrathne and Ms. Tharushi

Thilini Vidanagamage for the Petitioners. Wickramasinghe

st i l
3" Respondent: ¢ AHpmEP e Respondent : Hon. Attorney General
; | i i ty Solicitor G | with Abigail . - . -

Gl ' PrAyant:Perera; Deputy:Solicitor:General wi e Counsel : Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail

z dhushka K , State C 1
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara ¢ ounse Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

i sel for the Att General.
and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney Gener and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

2"d Respondent Jayantha Ketagoda
Counsel 3 V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander S.C. (S.D.) No. 43/2023
Petitioner s Vraie Cally Balthazaar
Counsel ; Nigel Hatch, PC with Shantha Jayawardena and Azra Basheer
S.C. (S.D.) No. 38/2023
Petitioners g Centre for Policy Alternatives (Guarantee) Limited 19 Respondent Attomey General
Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu
Counsel d Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Counsel H Viran Corea, Luwie Ganeshathasan, Khyati Wickramanayake, Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

Thilini Vidanagamage for the Petitioners. and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.
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2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 44/2023

Petitioner

Counsel

1°* Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 45/2023

Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 46/2023

Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 47/2023

Petitioner

Counsel

1 Respondent

Counsel

2 Respondent
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Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Vraie Cally Balthazaar

Nigel Hatch, PC with Shantha Jayawardena and Ms. Azra Basheer

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Vraie Cally Balthazaar

Nigel Hatch, PC with Shantha Jayawardena, and Azra Basheer

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody. State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the. Attorney General.

Egoda Withanage Asitha Niroshana

Upul Kumarapperuma with Kaneel Maddumage, Radha
Kuruwitabandara, Duvini Godagama, Tharika Perera,

Leshaini Ranaweera and Terecesha Wedaarachchi

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Egoda Withanage Asitha Niroshana

Upul Kumarapperuma with Kaneel Maddumage and, Radha
Kuruwitabandara, Duvini Godagama, Leshaini Ranaweera

and Tharika Perera

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 48/2023
Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2™ Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 49/2023

Petitioner

Counsel

1* Respondent

Counsel

27 Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 50/2023

Petitioner

Counsel

1% Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel

S.C. (S.D.) No. 51/2023

Petitioner

Counsel

1*' Respondent

Counsel

2" Respondent

Counsel
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Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody. State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsei

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Egoda Withanage Asitha Niroshana

Upul Kumarapperuma with Kaneel Maddumage and, Radha
Kuruwitabandara, Ms. Duvini Godagama, Tharika Perera,

Leshaini Ranaweera and Tereesha Wedaarachchi

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Athula Priyadarshana De Silva

V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General
Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail

Jayakody, State Counsel. Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Athula Priyadarshana De Silva

V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody. State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Athula Priyadarshana De Silva

V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake

Jayantha Ketagoda

V. K. Choksy PC with D. S. Ratnayake and Minoli Alexander

Attorney General

Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail
Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.
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S.C. (S.D.) No. 53/2023

Petitioner : Nakathdurage Sarath Sumanasuriya

Counsel 3 Lasitha Kunuwanaarachchi with Charaka Wijesinghe,

Vipuni Peiris and Tharushi Amarasinghe

1" Respondent ~ : Jayantha Ketagoda

Counsel : V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake
2" Respondent  : Attorney General

Counsel 3 Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail

Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

S.C. (S.D.) No. 54/2023

Petitioner : Polwattage Lakshman Perera

Counsel g Lasitha Kunuwanaarachchi with Charaka Wijesinghe, Vipuni

Peiris and Tharushi Amarasinghe

1*' Respondent Jayantha Ketagoda

Counsel H V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake
2™ Respondent Attorney General

Counsel : Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail

Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel
and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

S.C. (S.D.) No. 56/2023

Petitioner 7 Priyantha Godagama Sahabandu

Counsel 3 Sanjeewa Dasanayake, Naamiq Nafath and Nithil Fernandopulle
1" Respondent  : Jayantha Ketagoda

Counsel : V. K. Choksy PC with Minoli Alexander and D. S. Ratnayake
2" Respondent Attorney General

Counsel : Dr. Avanti Perera, Deputy Solicitor General with Abigail

Jayakody, State Counsel, Madhushka Kannangara, State Counsel

and Rushani Abeykoon, State Counsel for the Attorney General.

Court assembled for hearing at 10:00 a.m. on the 21% of July, 2023 and at 9:30 a.m. on the 24" of

July, 2023.

The Bills titled “Pradeshiya Sabha (Amendment)”, “Municipal Councils (Amendment)” and
“Urban Councils (Amendment)”, were published in the Government Gazette on the 26™ of June,

2023 and placed on the Order Paper of Parliament on the 5™ of July, 2023.

Several petitioners have, by forwarding their petitions to this court, invoked the jurisdiction of this
court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution to determine whether Clause 2 of the

aforementioned Bills are inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution.

The Attorney General was notified in terms of Article 134(1) of the Constitution. The learned
Deputy Solicitor General, who appeared for the Attorney General, assisted the court in considering

the constitutionality of the said Clause of the Bills.

The objects of the aforementioned Bills are to amend the Pradeshiya Sabha Act No. 15 of 1987 as
amended, the Municipal Councils Ordinance No. 29 of 1947 as amended, and the Urban Councils
Ordinance No. 61 of 1939 as amended., by introducing provisions conferring power on the Minister

in charge of the subject (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Minister”) to reconvene dissolved local

authorities where the elections of such local authorities cannot be held due to a crisis sil

notwithstanding the fact that local authorities elections are declared.

The aforementioned three Bills contains the following Clauses, which are similar;

An Act to Amend the Pradeshiya Sabha Act No. 15 of 1987

Clause 2 of the Bill states;

“2. The following section to be inserted immediately following section 5(2)(b) of
the Pradeshiya Sabha Act, No 15 of 1987 and shall have effect as section 5(2)(c) of

that enactment :-

(c)Where a Local Authority election is declared and the said election cannot be
held due to a crisis that has arisen, the relevant dissolved local authority/body may
be reconvened by the Minister
notwithstanding the lapse of the twelve (12) month extension made by the Minister
in terms of Section 5(2)(b).”

or a period as decided at the Minister’s discretion

|emphasis added]

An Act to Amend the Urban Councils Ordinance (Chapter 255)

Clause 2 of the Bill states;

“2. The following section to be inserted immediately following section 10(2)(b) of
the No. 61 of 1939 Urban Councils Ordinance as amended by Act, No 18 of 1987
(Chapter 255) and shall have effect as Section 10 (2)(c) of that enactment:-

(¢)Where a Local Authority election is declared and the said election cannot be
held due to a crisis that has arisen, the relevant dissolved local authority/body may
be reconvened by the Minister for a period as decided at the Minister’s discretion

notwithstanding the lapse of the twelve (12) months extension made by the Minister
in terms of Section 10(2)(b). "

[emphasis added]

An Act to Amend the Municipal Councils Ordinance (Chapter 252)

Clause 2 of the Bill states;

2. The following section to be inserted immediately following section 10(2)(b) of
the No. 29 of 1947 Municipal Councils Ordinance as amended by Act, No 19 of

1987 (Chapter 252) and shall have effect as Section 10 (2)(c) of that enactment:-

(c)Where a Local Authority election is declared and the said election cannot be

held due to a crisis that has arisen, the relevant dissolved local authority/body may

be reconvened by the Minister for a period as decided at the Minister’s discretion
notwithstanding the lapse of the twelve (12) months extension made by the Minister

in terms of Section 10(2)(b).”
[emphasis added]

The petitioners stated that the 1% respondent in SC/SD/25, 26, 27, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 53,
54 and 56/2023 and the 2" respondent in SC/SD/28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33,36, 37, 38, 43 and 44/2023,
who is a Member of Parliament, placed the aforementioned three Bills on the Order Paper of the
Parliament on the 5 of July, 2023 as Private Member Bills to amend Pradeshiya Sabha Act, No.
15 0f 1987 (as amended). Urban Councils Ordinance No. 61 of 1939 (as amended), and Municipal
Councils Ordinance No. 29 of 1947 (as amended).

The petitioners further stated that the elections for the aforementioned local authorities are required
to be held every 4 years in terms of the said Act and Ordiances. Further, the elections of the said
local authorities across the country were held on the 10™ of February, 2018 and therefore, the terms
of the said local authorities expired on or about the 8" of March, 2022 (except in Elpitiya
Pradeshiya Sabha, in which the clection was held on the 11" of October, 2019). However, on or
around the 9" of January, 2022 the Minister of Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local
Government, exercising powers under section 10(2)(b) of the Municipal Councils Ordinance,
section 10(2)(b) of the Urban Councils Ordinance, and section 5(2)(b) of the Pradeshiya Sabhas
Act, extended the terms of the said local authorities until the 19" of March, 2023. Thus, the terms
of the said Pradeshiya Sabhas (except Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha as described above) expired on
the 19" of March, 2023 and currently those Pradeshiya Sabhas stand dissolved by operation of

law.
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It was further submitted that the proposed three amendments confer unfettered discretion on the
Minister in charge of the subject (hereinafter referred to as the “Minister”) for the following

reasons;
(a) the amendments vest unfettered discretion on the Minister,
(b) the amendments do not define with precision what constitutes as a “crisis’,
(c) the amendments give rise to abuse of power by the Minister,
(d) the amendments do not ensure that the election will be held upon cessation of the crisis,

(e) concentration of such wide discretionary power on the Minister without any guidelines

as to how discretion shall be used contrary to the Rule of Law,

(f) the amendments do not specify the criteria to determine the existence of a crisis; when
a local authority could be reconvened,

(g) the amendments enable the Minister to reconvene local authorities which have a

composition favourable to the political party / grouping of which he is a member, and

(h) the amendments defeat the purpose of the independent Election Commission established

by the Constitution under Article 103.

Moreover, the petitioners who opposed the Bill submitted that the provisions of Clause 2 of the
Bills titled “Pradeshiya Sabha (Amendment)”, “Municipal Councils (Amendment)” and “Urban
Councils (Amendment)” are inconsistent with Articles 1, 3, 4. 10, 12(1), 12(2), 14(1)(a) and 104B
of the Constitution and therefore the said Bills should be passed by the special majority in
Parliament and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83

of the Constitution.

In addition to the above submissions, the learned President’s Counsel for the petitioner in
SC/SD/43, 44, 45/2023 submitted that Parliament does not have legislative competence to enact
legislation with regard to the subject matter of a pending litigation in court. In this regard, it was
pointed out that there are several Fundamental Rights Applications pending before this court with
regard to the delay in holding local authorities elections on time. Further, it was submitted that if
the Bills under consideration are passed by Parliament, it would make the Fundamental Rights
applications pending in courts nugatory. In support of the said contention, he drew the attention of

court to Article 111C of the Constitution, which reads as follows;
“(1) Every judge, presiding officer, public officer or other person entrusted by law
with judicial powers or functions or with functions under this Chapter or with
similar functions under any law enacted by Parliament shall exercise and perform

such_powers and_functions without being _subject to_any direction or_other

institution or other person entitled under law to direct or supervise such judge,

presiding officer, public officer or such other person in the exercise or performance

of such powers or functions.

(2) Every person who, without legal authority, interferes or attempls to interfere
with the exercise or performance of the judicial powers or functions of any judge,
presiding officer, public officer or such other person as is referred to in paragraph
(1) of this Article, shall be guilty of an offence punishable by the High Court on
conviction afier trial without a jury with imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extend to a period of one year or with fine or with both such
imprisonment and fine and may, in addition, be disqualified for a period not
exceeding seven years from the date of such conviction from being an elector and
from voting at a Referendum or at any election of the President of the Republic or
at any election of a Member of Parliament or any local authority or from holding
any public office and from being employed as a public officer.”

[emphasis added]

Several other counsel for the petitioners who opposed the Bills associated themselves with the said
submissions and invited the court to apply the doctrine of ‘Constitution as a living
document/organ” and give a broader interpretation to Article 111C of the Constitution and hold

that the said Article is to prevent the legislature from legislating laws to nullify the outcome of

pending cases in court.

Learned Deputy Solicitor General submitted that she does not associate with the said submissions
made by the learned counsel with regard to the intention of Article 111C. Further, she submitted
that the courts have no jurisdiction over the affairs of the Parliament and thus, the courts cannot

interfere with legislative process of enacting laws, subject to Articles 121, 122 and 123 of the

Constitution.

However, she submitted that the expression “crisis” referred to in the new section is vague and
undefined. Further, the grounds and procedure for the exercise of discretion by the Minister when

reconvening a dissolved local authority are not specified in the Bills.

Furthermore, a dissolved local authority may be reconvened for an indefinite period of time,
without any nexus to the “crisis™ referred to in the proposed Clauses of the Bills. Therefore, the
proposed amendment would have the effect of extending the term of a local authority and delaying
clections, and members of local authorities who have exceeded their term limit as elected
representatives of the People could continue in office for an indefinite period of time, without a
democratic mandate. Hence, the franchise of the People, as well as their fundamental right to stand

for elections would be affected.

In the circumstances, she submitted that Clause 2 of the Bills are inconsistent with Articles 3, 4,
12(1) and 14(1) of the Constitution and the Bills are required to be passed by a special majority in

Parliament and approved by the People at a Referendum in terms of Article 83 of the Constitution.

With regard to submission made by the learned counsel to apply the doctrine of ‘Constitution as a
living document/organ’ it is pertinent to note that the said doctrine only allows the court to interpret
the provisions in the Constitution by taking into consideration the prevailing situation in the
country. However, the said doctrine does not allow the courts to read words into the provisions of
the Constitution in interpreting the same. The applicability of the said doctrine was discussed in

detail in SC/SD 25-32/21.

Further, when the language of a provision in the Constitution or in an Act is clear and
unambiguous, the court cannot read words into a provision of the Act in interpreting the same.

Furthermore, where the language is plain, the task of interpretation will not arise.

A similar view was expressed in Somawathie v Weerasinghe [1990] 2 SLR 121 at page 124,
where it was held;

“How should the words of this provision of the Constitution be construed? It should

be construed according o the intent of the makers of the Constitution. Where, as in

the Article before us, the words are in themselves precise and unambiguous and

there is no absurdity, repugnance or inconsistency with the rest of the Constitution,

the words themselves do best declare that intention. No more can be necessary than

to expound those words in their plain, natural, ordinary, grammatical and literal

sense.”

Moreover, it is pertinent to note that the application of Article 111C(2) is qualified by the words
“without legal authority”. Thus, the question arises as to whether the Bills placed on the Order
Paper of Parliament can be challenged under Article 120 read with Article 121 of the Constitution

on the basis that the subject matter of the Bill is pending before courts.

Article 1 of the Constitution states, inter alia, that Sri Lanka is a Free, Sovereign, Independent and
Democratic Socialist Republic. Further, Article 3 states that the sovereignty of the Republic lies

with the People and is inalienable.

Further, Article 4 of the Constitution states that the sovereignty of the People shall be exercised

and enjoyed in the following manner;

“(a) the legislative power of the People shall be exercised by Parliament, consisting

of elected representatives of the People and by the People at a Referendum;

(b) the executive power of the People, including the defence of Sri Lanka, shall be
exercised by the President of the Republic elected by the People;

(¢c) the judicial power of the People shall be exercised by Parliament through
courts, tribunals and institutions created and established, or recognized, by the
Constitution, or created and established by law, except in regard to matters
relating to the privileges, immunities and powers of Parliament and of its
Members, wherein the judicial power of the People may be exercised directly

by Parliament according to law;,

(d) the fundamental rights which are by the Constitution declared and recognized
shall be respected, secured and advanced by all the organs of government and
shall not be abridged, restricted or denied, save in the manner and to the extent

hereinafter provided; and

(e) the franchise shall be exercisable at the election of the President of the Republic
and of the Members of Parliament and at every Referendum by every citizen

who has attained the age of eighteen years and who, being qualified to be an
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elector as hereinafier provided, has his name entered in the register of
electors.”

[emphasis added]

Accordingly, by Article 4(a) of the Constitution has vested the People’s legislative power on the

Parliament.
Furthermore, Article 75 of the Constitution states;

“Parliament shall have power to make laws, including laws having retrospective
effect and repealing or amending any provision of the Constitution, or adding any

provision to the Constitution:
Provided that Parliament shall not make any law —
(a) suspending the operation of the Constitution or any part thereof; or

(b) repealing the Constitution as a whole unless such law also enacts a

new Constitution to replace it.”

Our Constitution is based on the concept of separation of powers and thus, the executive,

legislature and the judiciary function independently from each other.

This view was expressed IN RE THE NINETEENTH AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION [2002] 3 SLR 85 at page 98, where it was held;

“This balance of power between the three organs of government, as in the case of
other Constitutions based on a separation of power is sustained by certain checks

whereby power is attributed to one organ of government in relation to another.”

Further, in Jathika Sevaka Sangamaya v Sri Lanka Hadabima Authority, [SC Appeal 15/2013,
SC Minutes 16™ of December, 2015, it was held;

“The doctrine of separation of powers is based on the concept that concentration
of the powers of Government in one body will lead to erosion of political freedom
and liberty and abuse of power. Therefore, powers of Government are kept
separated to prevent the erosion of political freedom and liberty and abuse of
power. This will lead to controlling of one another.
There are three distinct functions involved in a Government of a State, namely
legislative, the executive and the judicial functions. Those three branches of
Government are composed of different powers and function as three separate
organs of Government. Those three organs are constitutionally of equal status and
also independent from one another. One organ should not control or interfere with
the powers and functions of another branch of Government and should not be in a
position to dominate the others and each branch operates as a check on the others.
This is accomplished through a system of “checks and balances”, where each

branch is given certain powers so as to check and balance the other branches.

The doctrine of separation of powers is enshrined in Article 4 read with Article 3

of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.”

Thus, the said three branches of Government, namely, the executive, legislation and the judiciary,
act independently and are superior in their respective areas as enshrined in Article 4 of the

Constitution.

According to the doctrine of parliamentary superiority, which is also known as parliamentary
sovereignty, the Parliament is the supreme authority that can make, amend or repeal any law in the

country without any hindrance or being challenged in any forum.

In this regard, the eminent constitutionalist A. V. Dicey observed with respect to the British
Parliamentary system — “... the right to make or unmake any law whatever; and further, that no
person or body is recognised by the law of England as having a right to override or set aside the
legislation of Parliament™. This concept is enshrined in our Constitution by inclusion of several

Articles which will be considered later in this Determination.
Atrticle 80(3) of the Constitution states;

“Where a Bill becomes law upon the certificate of the President or the Speaker, as
the case may be being endorsed thereon, no court or tribunal shall inquire into,
pronounce upon or in any manner call in question, the validity of such Act on any

ground whatsoever.”

The above Article ousts the jurisdiction of court from reviewing the laws passed by Parliament.

Further, courts cannot interfere with the legislative process except to the extent permitted by law.

In this regard, it is important to note that Article 120 of the Constitution has conferred jurisdiction
on the Supreme Court to consider the constitutionality of the Bills placed on the Order Paper of

the Parliament, if the jurisdiction is invoked in terms of Article 121 of the Constitution.

Role of the Supreme Court in legislative process

A careful consideration of Article 4(d) of the Constitution shows that the People exercise their
franchise, inter alia, to appoint Members of Parliament who will exercise the legislative power of
the People. However, Atticle 121 of the Constitution enables any citizen of this country or the
President to invoke the constitutional jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in respect of the
constitutionality of a Bill placed on the Order Paper of the Parliament. Thus, this is a unique
provision in our Constitution where the citizens of this country get an opportunity to have direct
participation in the legislative process, though the said participation is only limited to matters
relating to the constitutionality of a Bill. In addition to the above instance, the voters of this country

get an opportunity to directly participate in the legislative process at Referenda.

The effect of invoking the constitutional jurisdiction of the Supreme Court

It is pertinent to note that once the constitutional jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is invoked, the
Supreme Court has to consider the entire Bill, even if the constitutionality of only one Clause of
the Bill is challenged. Further, Article 123(2) of the Constitution states that where the Supreme
Court determines that the Bill or any provision of the Bill is inconsistent with the Constitution, it
should specify the nature of the amendments that would make the Bill or any provision of the Bill
cease to be inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution. Thus, a careful consideration of
Atticle 123 of the Constitution shows that the Supreme Court exercises inquisitorial procedure
instead of adversarial procedure in determining the constitutionality of a Bill. Further, the said
Atticle shows that, though Article 80(3) of the Constitution specifically excludes the post-
legislative review of the laws passed by Parliament, it has provided a mechanism for the citizens

and the Supreme Court to participate in the legislative process of the Parliament.

Further, Article 67 of the Constitution read with the provisions in the Parliamentary (Powers and

Privileges) Act, No. 21 of 1953 and Article 4(c) of the Constitution, restrict courts from exercising

any jurisdiction in relation to proceedings of Parliament, except to the extent provided by the law.

Moreover, as per the Ruling dated 2001 by Anura Bandaranaike, Speaker, Parliament
enunciated that parliamentary proceedings cannot be called into question and/or interfered and/or

intervened by the courts.

In the aforementioned circumstances, due to the separation of powers enshrined in the Constitution
and the exclusive power conferred on the Parliament to enact laws, courts cannot interfere with
the parliamentary powers in legislating laws, which exclusively fall within the realm of the
Parliament. A similar opinion was expressed in Erskine May’s Parliamentary Practice, (Twenty-

Fourth Edition, 2011) at page 183, which reads thus;

“The authority of Parliament over all matters and persons within its jurisdiction
was formerly unlimited. A law might be unjust or contrary to sound principles of
government; but Parliament was not controlled in its discretion and when it erred,

its errors could be corrected only by itself... ...... *

Hence, the objection with regard to the legislative competence to enact laws with regard to the

pending cases in court is overruled.

Is it possible for a citizen to invoke the constitutional jurisdiction of the Supreme Court under
Article 121 of the Constitution to obtain a Determination that a Bill is consistent with the

Constitution?

The petitioners in SC/SD/ Nos. 49. 50, 51, 53. 54 and 56/23 filed petitions in this court and prayed
inter alia, certifying that the aforementioned Bills as being constitutional and thus, would only

require it to be passed by a simple majority in Parliament

The learned Deputy Solicitor General and the learned counsel for the petitioners in SC/SD/25, 26,
27/23 objected to the aforementioned petitions being entertained on the basis that there is no
provision in the Constitution to obtain such a Determination from the Supreme Court. Learned
Deputy Solicitor General drew the attention of court to the observations made in SC/SD/ 8-10/

2019. At that stage, the learned counsel for the said petitioners withdrew the said applications.
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Moreover, the learned counsel appeared for the Member of Parliament who placed the said Bills
on the Order Paper of the Parliament (who was cited as a respondent in some of the aforementioned
petitions) drew the attention of court to section 38(3) of the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance

No. 53 of 1946 (as amended), which reads as follows;

“Where the elections officer in ltation with the C:

opinion, that due to any emergency or unfore.

election in any electoral area cannot be taken on the date specified in the notice

blished under subsection (1), the electi

relating to the election  officer may
7

appoint another date for the taking of such poll and such other date shall not be
earlier than the twenty-first day afier the publication of the notice under
subsection (1)."
[emphasis added]
and submitted that the above provision is similar to the proposed amendments to the said local
authorities Acts. and thus, there is no legal impediment to enact the proposed amendments by the
Parliament. During the submission in court, it transpired that the Bill relating to the said

amendment was not challenged in the Supreme Court.

It is pertinent to note that similar laws on the subject passed by Parliament is not a justification to
enact legislation that are inconsistent with the Constitution, which is the supreme law of the
country. Further, even if an existing section in an Act is amended, such amendments are subject

to the criteria set out in the Article 123 of the Constitution.

Moreover, Clause 2 of the Bills seek to introduce amendments to the Principal Acts by inserting a
new provision to reconvene a local authority, where a local authority clection is declared and the
said election cannot be held due to a crisis that had arisen. In which case, a dissolved local authority
may be reconvened by the Minister at his discretion, notwithstanding the lapse of the twelve (12)

months extension given by him under the aforementioned Acts.

In terms of the present law, the period of local authorities are for a period of four (04) years, and
thereafter, the Minister is given the discretion to extend the term of the Municipal Councils further
up to a maximum of one (01) additional year. However, there is no provision in law to further

extend the term of a local authority.

As stated above, the petitioners submitted that;

a) The Bills fail to set out reasonable criteria as to what would constitute as a "crisis" and

therefore, it lacks clarity, and

b) The Bill gives the Executive unfettered power to reconvene a dissolved local authority
for an indefinite period without holding an election in due time. Moreover, the Bill
seeks to permit the Minister to indefinitely extend the period of a Municipal Council,

thereby postponing the holding of an election, on the basis that a “crisis” has arisen.

Further, Clause 2 of the Bills have the legal effect of giving the Minister the power to indefinitely
extend the term of defunct local authorities beyond the period for which they received the mandate
of the People. Furthermore, the Bills do not provide adequate safeguards and checks on the

exercise of discretion by the Minister when taking decisions under the said Bills.

Moreover, it was submitted that the Bills confer unfettered discretion on the Minister to postpone
the elections of local authorities under the pretext that a crisis situation has arisen when the
elections are declared. In this regard, it was submitted that the Bills are silent on the definition of
a “crisis”, and the absence of a definition of the word “crisis” leads to ambiguity and paves the

way for the Minister to take decisions contrary to the Rule of Law.

In support of their contention, the learned counsel for the petitioners drew the attention of court to

the following phrases in Clause 2 of the Bills;
“(a) election cannot be held due to “a crisis that has arisen”

(b) “may be reconvened by the Minister” “for a period as decided at the Minister's

discretion”

(¢) “notwithstanding the lapse of the twelve (12) month extension made by the Minister in

terms of Section 5(2)(b).”

and submitted that the failure to prescribe with certainty situations in which statutory powers can
be exercised by the Minister and to include safeguards to prevent abuse of such powers is arbitrary

and is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

A careful consideration of Clause 2 of the said Bills shows that they confer wide discretionary

powers on the Minister without any guidelines as to how such discretion should be used the

absence of clarity into the said Clauses. Thus, the absence of guidelines and the criteria as to hc
discretion should be used by the Minister renders the said Clauses inconsistent with Article 12(

of the Constitution.

A similar view was expressed in Assistance to and protection of Victims of Crimes and Witness

Bill, SC (SD) No. 1-6/2014 at page 5, this court observed;

“It is noted that the words “relevant authorities ™ referred to in Clause 3(f) has to
be defined in order 1o avoid any vagueness. Failure to do so will permit various
authorities to act in an arbitrary and discriminatory manner. It is a fundamental

principle of law that persons or authorities whose functions are statutorily

demarcated must be clearly identified. No absolute and unfettered discretions be
placed on public functionaries and any such discretions is 1o be judged by reference
10 the purposes for which they were so entrusted. The inconsistency with Article 12
(1) could be avoided if a clear and unambiguous definition is given to the words
“relevant authorities”.”
Moreover, in De Silva v Atukorale (1993) 1 SLR 283 at pgs. 296- 297, Mark Fernando, J held;

“The powers of public authorities are therefore essentially different from those of
private persons. A man making his will may, subject to any rights of his dependents,
dispose of his property just as he may wish. He may act out of malice or a spirit of
revenge, but in law this does not affect his exercise of his power. In the same way a
private person has an absolute power to release a debtor, or, where the law permits,
to evict a tenant, regardless of his motives. This is unfettered discretion. But a
public authority may do neither unless it acts reasonably and in good faith and
upon the lawful and relevant grounds of public interest. Unfettered discretion is
wholly inappropriate to a public authority, which possesses powers solely in
order, that it may use them for the public good. "

[emphasis added]

Is it possible to amend a Constitutional Provision by an Act of Parliament?

The Election Commission was established by Article 103(2) of the Constitution inter alia t

conduct free and fair elections and Referenda.
Article 104B(1) of the Constitution reads as follows;

“The Commission shall exercise, perform and discharge all such powers,
duties and functions conferred or imposed on or assigned o -
(a) the Commission; or

(b) the Commissioner-General of Elections,

by the Constitution, and by the law for the time being relating to the election of the
President, the election of Members of Parliament, the election of members of
Provincial Councils, the election of members of Local Authorities and the conduct
of Referenda, including but not limited to all the powers, duties and functions
relating to the preparation and revision of registers of electors for the purposes of
such elections and Referenda and the conduct of such elections and Referenda.”

[emphasis added]

Thus, calling and holding of elections for local authorities is a function of the Election Commission
under the said Article of the Constitution. However, the aforementioned three Bills permit the
Minister to reconvene the local authorities that have expired their period by operation of law, even
where a local authority election is declared and the said election cannot be held due to a crisis

situation has arisen. As stated above, the elections are called by the Election Commission.

A comparison of Chapter XIV A, particularly. Article 104B of the Constitution and Clause 2 of
the Bills show that the proposed amendments to the aforementioned Acts are an implied
amendment to Article 104B of the Constitution as the proposed Bills would vest part of the powers
of the Election Commission in the Minister. In this regard, it is pertinent to note that Chapter XII
of the Constitution stipulates a special procedure to amend the Constitution. Thus, it is not possible
to either directly or indirectly amend the Constitution without following the stipulated procedure
in the Constitution, and any attempt to do so is repugnant to the provisions of the Constitution.

Hence, Clause 2 of the Bills are inconsistent with Articles 82 and 104B of the Constitution.

The introduction of the elective representation to Sri Lanka and its gradual expansion have had a
direct bearing on the power enjoyed by one individual during the rule of the Sinhalese kings being
devolved upon the whole nation. Granting of Franchise consequent to the recommendations of the
Donoughmore Commission Report has immensely contributed to the present social, economic and

political developments in Sri Lanka.
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At the beginning of the Constitution it reads thus;

“SVASTI

The PEOPLE OF SRI LANKA having, by their Mandate freely expressed and
granted on the sixth day of the waxing moon in the month of Adhi Nikini in the
year two thousand five hundred and twenty one of the Buddhist Era (being
Thursday the twenty-first day of the month of July in the year one thousand nine
hundred and seventy seven), entrusted to and empowered their Representatives
elected on that day to draft, adopt and operate a new Republican Constitution in
order to achieve the goals of a DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, and

having solemnly resolved by the grant of such Mandate and the confidence reposed

in their said Representatives who were elected by an overwhelming majority, to
constitute SRI LANKA into a DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC whilst
ratifying the immutable republican principles of REPRESENTATIVE
DEMOCRACY and assuring to all Peoples FREEDOM, EQUALITY, JUSTICE,
FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS and the INDEPENDENCE OF THE
JUDICIARY as the intangible heritage that guarantees the dignity and well-being
of succeeding generations of the People of SRI LANKA and of all the People of
the World, who come to share with those generations the effort of working for the
creation and preservation of a JUST AND FREE SOCIETY:

WE, THE FREELY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF SRI
LANKA, in pursuance of such Mandate, humbly acknowledging our obligations
to our People and gratefully remembering their heroic and unremitting struggle to
regain and preserve their rights and privileges so that the Dignity and Freedom of
the Individual may be assured, Just, Social, Economic and Cultural Order attained,

the Unity of the Country restored, and Concord established with other Nations,
do hereby adopt and enact
this
CONSTITUTION

as the

SUPREME LAW
of the
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA.”

Our Constitution is based on the principles referred to above. In fact, some of the concepts
enshrined in that are reflected in Article 1 of the Constitution. Article 1 of the Constitution states
that Sri Lanka is a democratic country and therefore. having elections is of paramount importance
to maintain democracy. Therefore, the Government is required to uphold the democratic principles
enshrined in the Constitution. Holding elections on time is utmost importance in a democratic
society. However, the proposed Bills will prevent holding elections on time. Therefore, Clause 2

of the Bills violates Article 1 of the Constitution.

Thus, the aforementioned Bills should be passed by a special majority in Parliament and approved

by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83 of the Constitution.

Is it possible to have a collateral attack on a pending case?

As stated above, the petitioners submitted that the proposed Bills are an attempt to nullify the
outcome of the pending Fundamental Rights Application in the Supreme Court. Further, the
petitioners submitted that if the proposed Bills become law, it would violate the franchise of the
People guaranteed by Article 4(e) of the Constitution. It was also submitted that enacting such

legislation is violative of the aforementioned said Articles of the Constitution.

It is pertinent to note that the said submission will have an impact on the outcome of the said
pending Fundamental Rights Applications. Hence, no Determination is made in respect of the
submissions made by the learned counsel with regard to the alleged violation of the franchise and

the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution by enacting the proposed Bills into laws.

For the aforesaid reasons, we determined that Clause 2 of the Bills titled ‘Pradeshiya Sabha
(Amendment)’, “Municipal Councils (Amendment)’, and ‘Urban Councils (Amendment)’ are
inconsistent with Articles 1, 12(1), 82, 83 and 104B of the Constitution and therefore, it is
necessary to pass the said Bills by a special majority in Parliament and approved by the People at

a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83 of the Constitution.

Further, we determine that;
(a) the Bill titled “Pradeshiya Sabha (Amendment)” is inconsistent with Articles 1, 12(1), 82,
83 and 104B of the Constitution and therefore, it is necessary to pass the said Bill by a
special majority in Parliament and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of

the provisions of Article 83 of the Constitution,

(b) the Bill titled “Municipal Councils (Amendment)” is inconsistent with Articles 1, 12(1),
82, 83 and 104B of the Constitution and therefore, it is necessary to pass the said Bill by a
special majority in Parliament and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of

the provisions of Article 83 of the Constitution, and

(¢) the Bill titled “Urban Councils (Amendment)” is inconsistent with Articles 1, 12(1), 82, 83
and 104B of the Constitution and therefore, it is necessary to pass the said Bill by a special
majority in Parliament and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the

provisions of Article 83 of the Constitution.

We wish to place on record our appreciation for the assistance given by the learned Deputy
Solicitor General who appeared on behalf of the Attorney General and the learned counsel who
appeared for the petitioners and the respondent, Member of Parliament in consideration of the

Bills.

Priyantha-Jaydwardena PC
Judge of the Supreme Court

Kumudini Wickremasinghe

Judge of the Supreme Court

Achala Wengappuli
Judge of the Supreme Court
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Minister of Industries)
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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(The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe - Minister of Sports and

Youth Affairs and Minister of Irrigation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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NO. 52(6)
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INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED SHIPBROKERS OF SRI LANKA
(INCORPORATION) BILL
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Bill ordered to be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 09th
August, 2023.
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(The Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on International Relations on
"Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs for the year 2022", which was referred to the
Committee.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies :

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the Ministry to which the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka had been attached at the time of the
Central Bank Bond scam during the previous

“Good Governance Government”;

(ii)  separately, the names of the Minister in Charge
of the above Ministry and the Secretary to the
Ministry at that time; and

(iii)) the course of action that has been taken
regarding the said Bond scam so far?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(@) @eirCmev, sysir?

asked the Minister of Technology:
(@)  Isheaware that -

(i) SIM cards issued by various telephone
companies are sold on the pavement in major
cities without any proper regulation by the
Government;

(ii)) such SIM cards are misused and various
misdeeds are committed by persons who
fraudulently buy them in bulk;

(ii))  a racket is being run online to fraudulently get
money credited to bank accounts, promising that
goods will be delivered to people; and

(iv) youth in many areas including Kandy,
Ratnapura, Piliyandala, Badulla and Colombo
have become victims of such rackets?

(b)  If so, will he inform this House, separately, of the
measures that have been taken so far and the measures
that are expected to be taken in the future to prevent the
aforesaid frauds?
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Sjeui @)dFFemus@G Mlaliimrr?
@) @G, eran?
asked the Minister of Public Security:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of official police dogs in the
possession of the Sri Lanka Police;

(ii)  the breeds of the aforesaid police dogs; and

(iii)  separately, the number of dogs, as per each
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breed?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -
(i) the number of officers attached to the Police
a5 Rlefole €3022500
o
01 S5O cvebd 84
(German Shepherd)
02 C1Re0eIl 8O8DY 52
(Labrador Retriever)
03 eC81s® OB 28
(Belgian Malinois)
04 2388 B85 deBod 36
(English Springer Spaniel)
05 @28wy (Terrier) 12
06 ©@600w 8 (Rottweiler) 10
07 eoddRsy 8O8DE 08
(Golden Retriever)
08 ©0020sY Bsios 15
(Doberman Pincher)
09 Ge®ws (Dalmatian) 07
10 I8 ydE (Toy Poodle) 01
11 @ ©8ms B 53 01
(American Pit Bull)
12 58057 e8IdenwItd ewsBsI0s 02
(German Shorthaired Pointer)
13 A0S (Bullmastiff) 06
14 REe)Bwsy 8 odebd 01 .
(Australian Sheep Shepherd) (@) (i) 3378.
15 63 (Ridgeback) 02 (it)
16 acEm»sy O e 04 8w el BE gpdwesy
(Alaskan Malamute) $N0@6sY 8500w S
omad 260 OBIBN B¢ @0 830D
Kennels Division; and 2017 1,612
(ii) separately for each year, the number of crimes 2018 2,026
that have been disclosed with the support of
police dogs from the year 2017 to 2021? 2019 1,601
9
(¢)  Ifnot, why? 5020 1.592
O YB5ID CmRo® SWmo 2021 1,088
(orenT Ll st remTdmis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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O OBBID WO IBED DvD0

(orerfl@ Hwhs &HeTTSVEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)
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(omevsrLyLll@ LlrFestesr remTgmhiss)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

OO DOILNBHROB, In®ied end Y@ @O VVLD
0o ¢@ooun® 8857 BEns: wuvwm gB. dn@
BOD, 00 HBEE end yEHOEO B8 A o¢sim
BOYR WOBYD BWR.

@O0 QNGBS

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

FNDGHO ©F WS Grewmewssy 9O fHews,
Hoewless DOoemn® [oo ¢S oLsvxls Owoma)
Boes2300;8) Ses.

YBATLIDS, LOTTLILG  FLITBTUWET  YUTH  YIHBITFOTS
Blslleirny ysvGea, LITHF FUTBIWET Youissr [wrar g oyeils
TTEILIFNG] BEWEVHLD 61B| GBI 6.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE] took the Chair.

@®90D 50® B85 BO esewo gdesd & g8 Gosmn:

Sedmo
Qserreult LIL L BIGENET 6ULpBI&HISM & 9Bl TTLD
QubHD BFmpeusTBigsT: ailLigid
INSTITUTIONS AUTHORIZED TO CONFER
HONORARY TITLES: DETAILS

431/2023
4. o6 3B® 8BS Ovmo

(wrar @ Usgls usSren)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
355 gL DensT 15y yHm - (2):

(e) () ©wdabe, @iDabw, mE BR, Bgro BEB, Sewo

(i)

(iii)

(v)
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(vi)
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STEITLIEN S U|LD 5

GumhLig  BlmIeuesTBIs6T/ e DLILBENET  §3(LDBIE,
uBdSlUSDHHETSE  rF  GFweTpew O W TeTHI
2 66T 6TETLIGN S IL|LD;

96lwesfled, Guhuiy CFweTepemy  WTGIH6ST

LISDS UL|LD;
Csemreu Ll L_wigssir/
ugeilsemer suypnidlw Uertert, @GPl L s6r
Qariiurs  Uledr  oyie  CuhelsTerenid

BTLBIs6T/ CdBemreurs

QFWSTLPedMHOLITEIT L) 2_6TTETSHT 6TEHTLISHSIUJLD 5

9),6065fl6D, HFCFWISTIPEDD WITCH6ITLIEN HUJLD;

e @)FFewud@ pleiliuimyr?

@r@med ersir?

asked the Minister of Education:

@

(b)

©

(®

Will he inform this House -

)

(i)

(iif)

@iv)

separately, the public institutions authorized to
confer honorary titles, namely Professor, Doctor,
Kala Nidhi, Vidya Keerthi, Vidya Jothi, Desha
Bandu, Desha Keerthi, Deshamanya, Vishwa
Keerthi, Desha Shakthi;

separately, the educational and other
qualifications considered when conferring the
aforesaid honorary titles;

whether there are any other honorary titles
conferred by the Government in addition to the
aforementioned titles; and

if so, the institutions that confer the aforesaid
titles ?

Will he also inform this House -

O]

(i)

(iif)

(iv)
)

(vi)

the private institutions/organizations in Sri Lanka
that confer honorary titles;

separately, the honorary titles conferred by
aforementioned each institute/organization;

whether a mechanism is available with the
Government to regulate the aforesaid
institutions/organizations;

if so, the mechanism available;

whether there is a mechanism to have a follow-
up regarding the persons who have been
conferred with honorary titles; and

if so, the aforementioned mechanism?

If not, why?

® BBt (30086) 8E ef@BwsIm Swmo
(orenryflg L ssrent (seuThld) sdlsd LNCrwgwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

©0T Bewdds »Onemn®B, 90 ydmwed B8End;

@

1978 gom 16 ¢ 8x30BemcE smes 29 (&)

* getmamced & .

*

BTOTIsDVIIGHSD 60625 BLILIL (BTEN ).
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food
Security:

(@)  Will he inform this House, separately -

(i) the number of eggs needed for Sri Lanka daily
and annually;

(ii)  the number of eggs produced in Sri Lanka daily,
monthly and annually at present; and

(ii))  if there is a shortage of eggs in Sri Lanka at
present, that shortage on daily and monthly
basis?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the number of small, medium and large-scale
producers of eggs involved in the egg production
industry;

(i)  the number of producers who produce eggs in
each category of over 1,000 eggs, over 10,000
eggs and over 100,000 eggs daily; and

(iii)  the number of eggs produced daily under each
category mentioned in (i) above, separately?

(¢)  Will he further inform this House -
(1)  the cost of importing an egg;

(it)  the price at which such an imported egg can be
made available to customers; and

(iii)  whether he admits that unscrupulous traders sell
certain essential commodities including eggs at
exorbitant prices?

)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and
Social Empowerment:

(@  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the number of branches of the Samurdhi Bank
established in Sri Lanka;

(if)  the total of deposits in those bank branches; and

(iii)) a breakdown of the said amount according to
each type of account?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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07 3BDEw 9o ® 2,797,494 61,837,649.50
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09 &#86 mTen 8,568 114,573.37
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(o) @B, srsin?
asked the Minister of Tourism and Lands:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

0]

(if)

(iii)

whether he is aware that high-ups of the
Government have stated that authority over
lands should be vested in the provincial councils
according to the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution;

whether arrangements have been made to assign
to the provincial councils the authority in respect
of lands, which rests with the Central
Government at present;

if so, in such case, what new laws and
regulations a settler of one province will have to
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follow in purchasing a land situated in another
province;

(iv)  whether any provincial council gets the power to
sell or lease out lands within its area to
foreigners or foreign companies in such a
situation; and

(v) whether a provincial council gets the right to
adopt such powers in its discretion?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(i) the tax revenue lost by the Government to date
from December, 2019 due to the reduction of
taxes fulfilling a pledge given at the 2019
Presidential Election;

(i) the ways through which the lost amount was
recovered due to the aforesaid reduction of taxes;

(iii)  whether the aforesaid reduction of taxes has
hindered providing relief to the public; and

(iv)  whether a decision has been taken to increase the
taxes that were reduced?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of religious clergy who are in
remand prison and imprisoned as at 01st of June,
2023, separately in relation to the religion of
each member of the clergy;

(i)  the manner in which they have been categorized

on the basis of the accusations levelled against
the clergy; and

(iii)  among them, the number of clergy against whom
accusations of child abuse or rape have been
furnished, separately?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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DIVISIONAL HOSPITAL, KALUDAVALAI IN BATTICALOA:
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() @erCGmev, eyetr?

asked the Minister of Health:
(a)  Will he accept that -

(1) a permanent doctor has not been appointed to
the Divisional Hospital in Kaludavalai within
the Kaluvanchikudy Divisional Secretary's
Division of the Batticaloa District; and

(ii) people of the area have been suffering as a
result?

(b)  Will he inform the House -

(i) the reasons for not appointing a permanent
doctor to the hospital referred to above;

(ii) the reasons for not appointing a pharmacist to
the hospital; and

(iii) the date on which the vacancies that exist at
present in the hospital will be filled?

(¢)  Will he also inform the House -

(1) whether he admits that no renovation has been
carried out in respect of the hospital from the
time of its inception up to now?
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(if)  if'so, what the reasons for it are; and

(i)  the steps that will be taken for the renovation of
this hospital?

(d)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the President of Sri Lanka, on



141 2023 gendwdn 08 142

the 22" of March, 2023, tabled the IMF Staff-level
Agreement on the Extended Fund Facility - EFF -
arrangement for Sri Lanka in Parliament. Thereafter, on
the 28" of April, 2023, the said Extended Fund Facility of
the International Monetary Fund for Sri Lanka was passed
by a Resolution in Parliament.

Subsequently, on the 01% of July, 2023, Parliament
voted on a Resolution related to Sri Lanka’s Domestic
Debt Optimization and passed the Resolution by a
majority Vote. Accordingly, Parliament, which is vested
with full control over public finance in terms of Article
148 of the Constitution, debated and passed the
Resolution relating to Sri Lanka’s Domestic Debt
Optimization.

Therefore, a Ruling is sought from the Hon. Speaker
whether any matter pertaining to Parliament’s powers
over public finance, as envisaged in the Constitution,
could be challenged or questioned or determined in a
court of law and whether such a process would
tantamount to interference with powers, immunities and
Privileges of Parliament except such matters on Bills
concerning public finance, which can be impugned in
terms of Articles 120, 121 and 122 of the Constitution
before the Supreme Court.

Thank you.

G Berdss HAOIBNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I want to make a statement on behalf of the
Opposition, as to how we see the Constitution should
operate. We are all aware that the Constitution prescribes
three pillars of government which protect democracy: the
Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary. The
principle of separation of powers is indispensable and
important.

®G BBt (30086) 8E ef@BwsIm Swmo
(wressryll@ #LLggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCrogwbHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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®0 885 @@ Dwmo
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

I am on my feet. Let me conclude, please.

@G BBeg (400986) 8E 0f@LwsIm Swmo
(wresyll@ FU L ggrent (seorBls)) &dlsv NCToMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
The Deputy Speaker has now referred the matter to
the Hon. Speaker.

oG 838 0y®cies Owmo
(wressrflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
That is right, but-

oG BB cBEOsT BBaEE ©vmo
(oressTfl@ FL LSS Temt uFagLoesT &lflsTs6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
But, we can respond. - [Interruption.]

©6 885 eyf®cies Owmo

(wrevrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

It impinges on our rights also. Since I am also a
Member of Parliament, it impinges on my Privileges too.
- [Interruption] Let me express myself. I did not bother to
obstruct anyone when they were expressing their
opinions. So, please hear me out.

The main pillars of democracy in the Sri Lankan
system is based on the principle of separation of powers
and the tripartite system of government. We have the
Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary and all three
branches check and balance each other. So, the principle
of separation of powers and the tripartite system of
government are fundamental to protecting democracy in
our country. In this system, Sir, the Judiciary has a very
important role, a role of supervisory jurisdiction to play.
That is why when Bills are presented to Parliament, they
are taken before court to see whether the provisions of
those Bills and enactments are in line with the provisions
of the Constitution.

So, Sir, it is very important that we, as the Legislature,
recognize the principle of separation of powers and also
the tripartite system of government, which is the very
essence of our democracy. I would like to humbly make
this submission about the independence of the Judiciary
and its right and the writ jurisdiction to adjudicate on
matters of fundamental rights. Those are all prescribed by
the Constitution and those powers of the Judiciary must
be protected. The independence of the Judiciary is
sacrosanct. The very essence of democracy is based on
free and fair opportunity for the Judiciary to make
judgments, adjudications and recommendations. Let me
once again reiterate the importance of protecting our
democratic structure; we have to protect all the powers
and privileges of all three branches. I am not trying to
confine myself to a particular branch, but the separation
of powers and the principle of checks and balances,
which are the very essence of our democratic system,
have to be protected.

Thank you.

o0 BB 8Os BB EE ©vwmo
(oressTfl@ FU L SSHTemt uFagLoesT &liflsTsLsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Article 4 of the Constitution states, I quote:

“4. The Sovereignty of the People shall be exercised and enjoyed in
the following manner:-

(a) the legislative power........

®® I» C0d® Bwdxlesy mwr
&3O DudDEed weHsTO Beamd.

o®ime, O

"(b) the executive power .......

"(c) the judicial power of the People shall be exercised by
Parliament through courts, tribunals and institutions
created and established, or recognized, by the
Constitution, or created and established by law, except
in regard to matters relating to the privileges,
immunities and powers of Parliament and of its
Members, wherein the judicial power of the People
may be exercised directly by Parliament according to
law;"

I want to particularly refer to Article 4(c) of the
Constitution. This Constitution was drafted based on the
1972 Republican Constitution and enacted by Parliament
following the proper procedure in 1978. So, I just want to
highlight this for the reference of this august Assembly.
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INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) BILL

"Bill to amend the Inland Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017."

EEwx/o» cded fec, #988m dnBwmosm wo HBwm
GBS @@r2529@ @ONDO W (¢898w) 8 egf@swrym
Owmo 525,

2023 gowdely 22 020 @wwc;Oi¢s o@¢dz OO Bwduw wwdd
¢ O Qe WE Gall ¢ oed Gec EEI¢ 0w et
@O» 0w WE Ww ¢ Hewlw mom 8.

B, Clmupemrry 2 mysliur® wom CEAuws Glsmrersnsssir
GwEFT  Friurs  wrerlleg  (svipls]) A ICrwgmuns
YU BT FLONLILISSHLILIL 1.

2023 gmevl 22, Glrsusumiisslpsow Gt M  @pewm
wf_ . GeuenrRolwerey)  yFAr L GoustGolsrsyLh
YTFTEIS B LD SApeydEy Y mmiiBEsL_. Gousnt(B6lwereayLh
FL 1 _smemuil_ i 1 gj.

Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies; to
be read a Second time

upon Tuesday, 22nd August, 2023 and to be printed; and to be
referred to the Committee on Public Finance.
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SOCIAL SECURITY CONTR]];BIEITION LEVY (AMENDMENT)

"Bill to amend the Social Security Contribution Levy Act, No. 25
0f2022."
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies; to
be read a Second time

upon Tuesday, 22nd August, 2023 and to be printed; and to be
referred to the Committee on Public Finance.
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NATIONAL EYE BANK TRUST OF SRI LANKA BILL

"Bill to provide for the establishment of a Trust called the National
Eye Bank Trust of Sri Lanka; to provide corneal tissues, artificial
devices and other tissues required for ophthalmic surgery and for
scientific and technical research and education; to share excess
corneal tissues and other tissues required for ophthalmic surgery
with other countries and to provide for matters connected therewith
or incidental thereto."
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha on behalf of the
Minister of Health; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 22nd

August, 2023 and to be printed;
and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL

"Bill to amend the Civil Procedure Code (Chapter 101)."
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms; to be
read a Second time

upon Tuesday, 22nd August, 2023 and to be printed;and to be
referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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ELECTIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) BILL

“Bill to provide for the extension of the time period for presentation
of an Election petition and increase of fines; and to amend the Local
Authorities Elections Ordinance (Chapter 262), the Parliamentary
Elections Act, No. 1 of 1981, the Presidential Elections Act, No. 15
of 1981 and the Provincial Councils Elections Act, No. 2 of 1988
and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental
thereto."
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, on behalf of the

Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms; to be
read a Second time

upon Tuesday, 22nd August, 2023 and to be printed; and to be
referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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CONFERRING THE HONOUR OF SENIOR INSTRUCTING
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW BILL

“Bill to provide for the Conferment of the Honour of Senior
Instructing Attorneys-at-Law with a view to recognizing and
appreciating the service rendered by Attorneys-at-Law practising as
Instructing Attorneys who have demonstrated eminence and high
standards in the legal profession; and to provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto."
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms, to be
read a Second time

upon Tuesday, 22nd August, 2023 and to be printed;and to be
referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram)

Sir, I was allotted 20 minutes. So, give me at least 15
minutes to finish my speech.
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I know what you are saying, Hon. Dilan Perera. You
have been, for the last three decades, if not even before that,
supporting this journey. We will have to do it this time. So, if
it is a technical issue, I think we can overcome it. But, what
we have to ask is whether it is going to be full
implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment, which
includes police powers. That is why the Hon. President is
asking the Parliament to give its approval on that.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Parliament has already approved the Thirteenth
Amendment. So, my position is, it is, in a way,
unconstitutional to again ask Parliament, which has
already passed the Thirteenth Amendment, whether it
approves police powers. What I am saying is that there
were practical difficulties to implement land and police
powers. So, let us attend to those practical difficulties
rather than going back to square one.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

I will pass that message to him. Thank you.
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You have about 20 minutes. Hon. State Minister, I can
give you more time, if you want.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.57 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 09th August, 2023.
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