304 9 m0edw - 12 O w5 2023 48 07 o 8xoco
Qareg 304 - @ev. 12 2023 yemev 07, Gausireflsalpenio
Volume 304 - No. 12 Friday, 07th July, 2023

S)EEe®riny Bae

(0 Fe®)
LITTT@RHLOGTM 6fl6x T MBIk 6T
(amedraFmi’)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D15

B BTT Y Mdens
OFFICIAL REPORT

(aeadldn BOwn /Ulewy Smobsliu_rsg /Uncorrected)






85I EO® I WS €R

Bedexm:
a@Bede (e30@@d DY) SioYo]
eFELI S TmwO eule®nt

oWmIYOsn:

00 ne By oc® 5Becds] 808 OFfcds D¢
Oy HEH®B 0 HEMYD B® wewo
BoFdOm me @n BDOede 8Ecd moie
ewmw A I B8Ecd RiFsvem wo Bbedar
28Bed®sindd @88ur BBO wews O Bodes
0 85800: 808w gedn B3O

2®150008w6 SBEIRD WICH 51 Do&mo

yEHORD Ddm B8ERS

eued®Em0 gn® ed®xT gy ydmw@:

Bsced B8 o0 B8xF o0&dd »80&
el FHBIIEE om0l B8 01 R®

Q0T YOI (Beerldm) By eWmYdBH:
@D O3 v RBIOB DS Bwds 8d®8n mdmy &

cebuem vmm:
Bw®ws

DE 2 8e® ewefuxnd:
O Boows wewn 86 B8mwsy o &®

Urgmesr 2_sirerL_ga10

9 lalliiyseir:
9 sTGaugLd (FmSs)
B SOSTNISS Lo

FLL_CLPEVLD: 9w

BTiiged  Geuswrasls urelleumd GuTens LGl (hsir
| FHMISHSH M6V S_OUubhS
glusHGL  FPILZHGD  pOLYODUILESS
uL Geuewrigw euflpsppser GBS pTTIHS 9B
upPlw Sjeugresliiysemerud allsLiLenTEenaru)L
LT TEnETDABD @

QsN@w: 2 miiferi ugleS®

o L euigT&sd

FoiOA LS HETeT

I DOWEFHFTT Y COTFMETE @ IMd6MBHET

el Té % Eme @ aumiiiepey aflenL_a6ir

sestl Mlallss6 cpev aflssr:
Cuevl  GaUlLed  Cammevigbieny  BlmieuesTSSlesr
usigsemear LTLLlsiTey 65F B Blmieuestid eumrsbi@ g6

urggrirdleypsd ghPlFCFevsy (FHHSLD) FL L epsvib:
@ rerLrid, s (WpewmHeT I Liul B
BlewmCeupmrii’ L g
er pUILIHL_GH6D FL_ L Lb:
HL_L_emer

ddlemeuris LNGyyen e
Cari L ofHasEhd @ BlIhsr pasauflEener auLpniEss)

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Ayurveda (Amendment) Bill: Petition to the Supreme
Court

Select Committee to Look into and Identify the
Mechanisms to be Implemented in order to
Immediately Control and Eradicate the Rapidly
Spreading Drug Menace in the Country and to
Submit Observations and Recommendations to
Parliament in that Regard: Substitution of Member

MINISTERIAL
REPORTS

CONSULTATIVE  COMMITTEE

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Purchase of Shares of First Capital Holdings by
People’s Leasing Company

CARRIAGE BY AIR (AMENDMENT) BILL:
Read a Second, and the Third time, and passed

EXTRADITION LAW:
Order

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Provision of Permanent Addresses for Estate Houses






1877

35Ee®53nd
LIT T T (@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2023 &8 07 &2 &z90a¢o
2023 gysmev 07, Glsueiraiisaslpsmio
Friday, 07th July, 2023

8.2, 9.300 2880539 ded Ses.
DO0EDH [0S OBsTe s gedDERD dwmn]
§Eoes00ed Bes.
urgmEhLeTmid wp.u. 9.30 wewlldh@d gniqwigl.
FUTHTWST Sjeuiger [Lressryll@ wadlhs wriur oGueisear]
BHEDCVEHLD 6USGE T 6.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO AND IDENTIFY THE
MECHANISMS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IN ORDER TO
IMMEDIATELY CONTROL AND ERADICATE THE RAPIDLY
SPREADING DRUG MENACE IN THE COUNTRY AND

TO SUBMIT OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO
PARLIAMENT IN THAT REGARD: SUBSTITUTION OF MEMBER

1878

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

00 ne By ecw ¥Becd®sY OB VYO DS Owo
EHE @200 MY ¢B8® wewy HwFOm »E @
nOede BEIcD WmOien oww I & B8R Aluvem
o Bbednr ©EEed@sindd 8w BI® wewo O
208Ee®xTn Bows 0m ©wed @ iSmEdewrsy
288007 OV 0 RBS 9cBE 2@cewn Ovm eEE
20 onedsy @AY yoLswaD wews 8EedxIned
006 Bewln 106 & 8380my ymwdd, 8Bedsin O35
®0; S@B5Im O0SC Pwmr OO 0% ©®Ied eede BIO
8o 50 mOm B¢ D ¢B5I0m @ ens.

I

88Bed®xIn mOGYn BEDE %0 3w defd®
LTTTEHLOSTD eVIeueV&6T LDl & pdhdn L L LD
MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

28I ®OWn BEIC m0m wwed duddes 2023
48 07 8m0oco, OO g¢ 8 18O woe 11.300 mcm ewwo
00 gom 028 8 50B00 Bwud®m 8 8O 8w
08 O e ©d @8m OFOCwsY BeE @00
00853 ¢15)® 800 W& T enS.

88 eE2518w 88w 1538®
FTUUSSLUL L LGS TBIs 6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

O YOI CHmR® Bwm (2008m 808 W

Booes g@ums ©ww Ppedl w8dded Py

830820325 ®9)

(oressryflg Uyaster remrgims - psr SLUlalmss whHmib

efL_emiliy D|HLOFF(HLD ST FTHISHS

PsHBHTVTFTEYID)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)

®CT ®Onwemn®A, 2022 ddse wews  gldwenm
2®510:00d (DO I - 0@i1vs ginemw, @0d® II - ¢esed



1879 208Ee®5Ind 1880

[06; BBez (40008 w) 38E 0g@swsIn @wnn]

ameme 8w 00® Il - Byemr @050, DayBw
as0en), sbedean 0 5O Buy® B) Dd8m b ™
D850 ©© 9eBer ®IS.

e0® DYm cdmumwe BEAC dBm adFvew oW
80 0D 0wl BE @ VB O° ewddnzn WSS.

Yama S Y, e ®@» Sa.
afleorr aAQSHLILIL (B sTHmIs Gl TeTeTLILIL LG
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka -

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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(The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse - Deputy Speaker and Chairman

of Committees)
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Tuesday, 18th July, 2023.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of

Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Irrigation:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

() the maximum water storage capacity of
Victoria Reservoir had been 723 million
cubic metres by 2021 and that it had come
down to 428 million cubic metres by the
end of January, 2022; and

(ii) acrack in the middle of the Mahaweli River
has caused a rapid decrease of water in that
reservoir?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether an investigation would be
conducted regarding the rapid decline of the
water capacity of the Mahaweli River; and

208Ee®xInd 1884

(i) whether steps will be taken to conduct an
annual water audit at reservoir level?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House whether he admits
that obtaining water required for cultivation on
timely basis could become a problem as a result of
drying up/evaporation of water in rivers owing to
the wuse of water in rivers mostly for
hydroelectricity generation?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa - State Minister of
Irrigation)
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization

and National Policies:

(@) Will he inform the House -

(i) the amount of foreign exchange remitted to
Sri Lanka during the period 2018-2021 by
Sri Lankan migrant workers employed
overseas, separately in respect of each year;

(i) whether he accepts that the exchange value

offered by the commercial banks for a US
Dollar being lower than the exchange value
in the market worked as the reason for the
decrease in the volume of foreign exchange
remitted by Sri Lankan migrant workers
employed overseas in the year 2021; and

(i)  if so, what courses of action will be taken in
this regard?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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has been banned from being broadcast over
the radio channels of the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation;

(i) If so, what the reasons for it are;

(iii) whether a formal inquiry had been
conducted prior to the imposition of such
ban;

(iv)  If so, the person who conducted the inquiry;

(v) the date and time the song referred to above
was broadcast for the last time ever on a
channel belonging to the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation; and

(vi) whether action will be taken to lift the ban
shortly?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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@B, sreir?

asked the Minister of Fisheries:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(ii)
(iif)

the amount of money spent to construct the
Wellamankara Fisheries Harbour in the
Puttalam District;

the date on which the operation activities of
that harbour were commenced; and

the income earned and the cost incurred
from that day, separately?

Will he also inform this House -

@

whether an environmental report had been
prepared in relation to the Wellamankara
Fisheries Harbour;
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(ii)

(iii)

2023 &8 07

the names and designations of the officers
who prepared and approved that report,
separately; and

whether that report would be tabled?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House, for the period from
2020 to 2023 separately, -

(1) the funds allocated for the National Institute
of Education, the National Education
Commission and the Department of
Examinations;

(i) the funds released to each of the above-
mentioned institutions, out of the aforesaid
allocated funds; and

(iii)  the percentages of funds allocated and funds
released on Capital and Recurrent
Expenditure to each of the aforesaid
institutions?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of State universities in Sri
Lanka, their names and the names of the
faculties in each such university, separately;
and

(i) the measures that have been adopted to fill

the vacancies for lecturers in the above
universities?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether lecturers and professors of the
universities of Sri Lanka have migrated
abroad; and

(i)  if so, the steps that will be taken to avoid
such migration in future?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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as’ ssicensic s mosfess? Sir, I have one more
matter to raise.
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Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva?
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Continue this cycle.
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Yes. Instead of SAITM, if you want to create
something else, it should be with all the approval given by
the UGC and the Quality Assurance and Accreditation
Council.
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The SAITM does not exist at the moment.
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That is because of what you all did.
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But, what can I do? When I took over the Ministry,
there was no SAITM. That is why I tell you, please wait
till the Report of the Select Committee is submitted to
Parliament.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

We have a Party Leaders' Meeting to attend. So, let us
stop it at that.

Next, Second Round.
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Sjouir @)FFemuds@ plelliiumyT?
(=) @)sirCmev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the factors considered in ranking an airport
as an international airport;

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that the
Mattala International Airport was used to
store paddy during the period of the
Government of Good Governance;

(iii)  separately, the names of the politicians and
officials who took the aforesaid decision;

(iv) whether he is aware of the fact that the
reputation of the above-mentioned airport
was gravely tarnished due to the said
decision made; and

(v) if so, whether any course of action has been
taken so far in that regard?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law -
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Question ordered to stand down.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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O yO» DeBS ensIHeWIST BWmo
(wreiryflg Wrflss uewTL_ Ty Cpesrar@sHreir)
(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)
Sir, -

@0 Berdts w0 89sBn®)

(oressryfl @ & woselsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, what is the point of Order?

@G ¥ DB ensIHeWIsT Bwmo

(wresryflg Wrflgs LTy Cperar@sHTeir)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

Sir, it is not a point of Order. I just want to respond to
the Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara regarding a question he
raised in the morning.
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(oreryflg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jauiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You are allotted time to speak today.

G O PeBE6 ensIremIST Owmo

(wreryflg Wrllss ussrLmr Cpesrer @ Tedr)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

Sir, I think I must explain this to the Hon. Vasudeva
Nanayakkara before he makes his speech. ®0 08 e¢woxl
BesIm ¢Dwd 0¢5IB), OO Bewdss m0m ©IsBnOA.

Dogge O B3NBW S OBROB, IR &¢ cod -

®C D2gg@dO BNBNWEENS OWmn

(omevsrL L@ eurHGspeu HTewTTIWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

celoam son Wl Bwde ¢¢ 801cwd 0 033.

@G 3O D6 ensIBeWIST Bwmo

(orenrflg Wrlss uesrL_mr Cpesrer@sTeiT)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)
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O DoggedD BNB2 NS OW
(orer Ll @ suraGseu BrewTTLESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Is it a continuation?

@G 3O D6 ensIBeWIST Owmo
(orenryflg Mrlss ussr_Ty CseraT@smesir)
(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)
Yes, it is a continuation.

®0 Bewdss 02 eswsBn®r

(oreryflg Guwssallsr Nrds sallereri jsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan. You have 17
minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Arundika Fernando. You
have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya. You
have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I am winding
up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

Sir, if you do not mind, I was told that I can have 15
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

But, your time has been reduced because of the initial
time delay.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

00 Bewdss m0m wwsBn®A, 1977 gm» 8 ¢dm
celoem s WO evemm Hwud®wr w®dTDewn:s ¢8
g S DO, @BcD DI WO 93T v Bewr,
@0 COBm gu8dil) MOE @® GO0 B8R #eds & ylocwss
celovme, onFmHe® 8owE HBO B&how »O8 o® BHw
Bedwtery. 1977 48 0308 8» aB Sodes ©wd spyws
OBsY emog Goess BeRDBw CODE 361 gmer WO »OB
e® cclven v vl weg. YT Y OO ewg Cuss
eRBEw CODE w1500 56 ¢330 O 0D Beam Bwo &
COBGE BuEe ames om0 2023.02.1405 » a¢B Seds
od vpes B »er. & wewy 0® 8Eed®xined
2@ B o 05In BB g¢ e® Bdicw sODes]. @®
Ded BB con O gmr enicd.

OO Bendss 0% 88rsB®)

(omrevsr i@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya to the Chair?

®S BB BOE 88w ¢ BT @wmo

(orenrfl@ L ssrent Blosd APlurew & Hsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini
Amarasuriya do now take the Chair.

e SOz 8, etr e®@m» Sa.
o Bl HLILIL (B) eTmHmys CIBTeiTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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amileaf] g @5 SYariH6ir HeNVHLD 6UB|GE5 T H6T.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
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"The Committee decided to have a special Committee
meetings to discuss on the issue of Management of public debt and
implementation of Monetary Policy by Central Bank of Sri Lanka
(CBSL) during 19", 20™ | 21 | 22" " of July and submit a special
report to Parliament."
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@O o306 BTG ®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 MIILNeTT Sj6uTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam. You have nine
minutes.

[3.46 p.m.]

®0 8.8, 02353509 O dvwmo

(orenrll@ of.ef. GuresiTesribLIsVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, one-fourth of my time has
been reduced for the second time. I think that is
completely unfair because there is only one speaker from
our party for the whole Debate. We do not disturb
Parliamentary proceedings, but we are penalized the most
and also, we are put right at the end to speak.

Anyway, Sir, I want to take this opportunity to bring
one matter to the notice of this House. You might be
aware that there have been some mass graves identified in
Kokkuthuduvai in the Mullaitivu District. There, the
concern, Sir, is the haphazard way in which those
exhumations are carried out. We have been made aware
in the Tamil media with photographs published -

O § o300 OIEn®

(omevsrL Ll @ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You have been given additional three minutes, Hon.
Member.

®5; 8.8, 02:53I50E® ®wmn
(orerfl@ of.ef. GumrsiTesribLIsVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Thank you, Sir. I deeply appreciate that.

So, there have been photographs appearing in
newspapers, in Tamil media in particular, of heavy
machinery being used for the exhumations and clearly,
the concern amongst the families of the disappeared, who
assume that those mass graves contain the remains of
their loved ones, is that these excavations or exhumations
are done in a deliberate way in order to ensure that the
proper outcomes with regard to the investigations would
not come out. Sir, you, being a lawyer yourself, know that
exhumations are a very particular form of forensics,
where expertise is generally needed. I, as someone who
practised as a criminal lawyer, know that the relevant
Department, on several occasions, sought foreign expert
advice and involvement on such matters and Sri Lanka, as
far as these mass graves and exhumations are concerned,
is actually found severely wanting.
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The track record of Sri Lanka’s exhumations is shocking,
Sir. In fact, today, I wish to table* a Report that had been
published jointly by the Journalists for Democracy in Sri
Lanka, the Families of the Disappeared, the Centre for
Human Rights and Development - CHRD - and the
International Truth and Justice Project.

It is titled “Mass Graves and Failed Exhumations in
Sri Lanka” and had been published in June, 2023. Sir,
you will find in that Report shocking findings with regard
to the way we had handled mass graves and exhumations
in the past, that all efforts to uncover the truth had been
severely undermined. The findings in that Report are,
magistrates and forensic experts had been transferred
abruptly, if they were getting too close to the truth, the
Police delayed carrying out judicial orders, the families
and lawyers were denied access to sites, no efforts were
made to find live witnesses in the course of these
exhumations, no ante-mortem data was collected and
almost on every occasion or very rarely when someone
was convicted, they were Presidentially pardoned. The
classic example of that is the case in Chemmani.

To date, Sir, out of those exhumations, very few had
led to the identification of the victims or any clarification
of the circumstances of their deaths, let alone the
prosecution and conviction of those responsible for the
disappearances and murder of the people whose bodies
had been recovered. The legal framework is also
inadequate. In 2016, the Interim Report of the
Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms
pointed to the arbitrary procedures, lack of coordination
between actors and lack of mandatory involvement of a
Consultant JMO and deficiencies of investigations into
suspected grave sites.

And, above all, Sir, as we all know, the curse of the
country is political interferences in almost all politically
sensitive cases. A good example is the investigation into
the Kaluwanchikudy site. When it was assumed, at the
beginning, that it was an LTTE victims’ site, there was a
lot of hurry, things began to rush. Then, when they
realized that it was a fellow called Vinayagamoorthy
Muralitharan formerly of the LTTE and known as
“Karuna” who was responsible for the whole thing,
everything came to a crash; nothing has happened for
almost 10 years.

In the case of the Matale mass graves, the magisterial
judicial inquiry, I am responsibly informed, made
findings that those remains were from the 1980s. The
Government then rushed and appointed a Commission of
Inquiry, which wanted foreign experts involved, who
finally found that it happened before 1950, very
convenient! So, Sir, this is the track record we have with
regard to exhumations of these mass graves.

* getmamced & .
* prallsweViigBlsl) sweusbSLILIL (Beirens).
* Placed in the Library.
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@G (008w) 30853 Gresdsy Pumo (Eesed §ddBIBH
G281 a2 ®0)

(orewryllg  (sevrBlsl) #Credst grseusst - 2w sHevall
@) TTERTEIS HHLOFFIT)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher
Education)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

DO o306 BTG ®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 1@dsT Crsdsy Cotss §1O©Bn®s.

@G (8028w) ggebs? Goesdxy wmo

(orerflg (HevTH) &@redr rraeusir)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

I would like to ask the Hon. Member whether, with
regard to the case in Mannar, -

®6 8.8, 020530E® ®vmo

(omevsrLyLil@ of.eF. GluTesTEsTLOLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Again, just yesterday, there were news reports -

@G (8028w3) ggeds? Goesdxsy wmo

(orenr Ll (HeTHH) &Gresr rmaeussr)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

The House needs to know about the case in Mannar.
Then, I was the Governor of the Northern Province and
started the investigation process. Hon. Member, if you
know any new details about that case, this House needs to
know. Thank you.

®5; 8.8, 02:5I50E® ®wmn

(omevsryLil@ of.ef. GluTesTesTLDLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

In fact, in Mannar, over 300 bodies had been
exhumed.

Then, just yesterday - this is news today - there were
reports about a grave in Kokkuthuduvai. All of a sudden,
I think the court has decided that no further exhumations
are to take place, which is quite a unique decision to have
been taken when more and more bodies were in the
process of being found. So, what I am trying to say here,
Sir, is that when there has been this live finding just last
week, where those heavy machinery had been used, I
think it is important that the Government intervenes,
especially at a time when it is trying to establish some
form of credibility in the eyes of the international
community with regard to accountability. So, I think it is
high time that the Government intervenes. I ask that the
Government immediately involve the ICRC to protect that
site until such time that all stakeholders could agree on a
proper way with regard to proceeding with those
exhumations because if we are not prepared to do that, I
think the Government’s two-faced stance with regard to
its so-called commitment to reconciliation and
accountability will, once again, get exposed.

Finally, Sir, I just want to make certain comments
with regard to the references made by the Hon. Premitha
Bandara Tennakoon, State Minister of Defence, and also

208Ee®xInd
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the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte. Both of them - I was in
the House when their speeches were being made - made
references and objections to certain protests that are being
carried out in the North and the East with regard to
certain Buddhist vikarayas. 1 myself have been involved
in some of them. Sir, one of them mentioned that there
are Tamils who go and pray at the Nagadeepa Viharaya.
There are Tamils who go and pray, not only at the
Nagadeepa Viharaya, but also at several other viharayas.
I was brought up by an “amma .

Apart from my parents, the person whom I can give
credit to for bringing me up is a Sinhala, Buddhist
“amma” from the Matara District. So, we have no
problems with the Sinhalese or the Buddhists.

But, the protests that are taking place in the North and
the East are specifically for reasons that are quite sinister.
That is why we are protesting. For example, the viharaya
at Thaiyiddi is illegally built. It is built on a private land,
a land belonging to individuals, to private citizens and is
illegally built with no authorization whatsoever. In fact,
there is a land of about 20 perches which belongs to a
viharaya in that area and is still vacant. Nothing is being
built there, but on this private land, there is a viharaya
being built.

O B> DB ensIBEeWIST Bwmo
(oressryflg Wrflgs uswTL Ty CgesrerGsreir)
(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

29 F 8S@dcs.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

®3 8.8, 02:5350E® ®wmn

(oressryfl@ of.e8. GuTeTedTidLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Let me finish. You can answer me once I finish.

So, there is a viharaya that is being built on that
private land. Secondly, Sir, we are also protesting -
[Interruption] No, no, you speak after I finish. Otherwise,
I would not get to finish.

The other thing we are protesting against is
constructions done on archaeological sites, where courts
have ordered no buildings should be built. You are a
lawyer, Hon. State Minister. Courts have ordered that no
new constructions can be made on such sites. -
[Interruption.]

©C §Roe8500:) OB @o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVDLGTHIGD 2 MILINeT Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@G Goess OB,

©C yB» DeBC ensIHeWIsT BWwnmo

(oressryfl@ Wrflgs ussrL Ty CgesrerGsreir)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

Sir, I am referring to the land he was talking about
earlier. I do not know anything about what you are saying
now, Hon. Member. I want to mention that there is a deed



2021 2023 &8 07 2022

indeed for the temple that is being built there. The GA
confirms that there are 1.9 acres. The Hon. Member does
not know better than the GA. So, we have to go by the
GA. Of course, there is a dispute. So, we will look into
that. We have appointed a committee to look into that and
there is no point in going there and disrupting whatever
they are doing there. Do not do that, Hon. Member. We
can settle this.

®0 8.8, 023535090 dwmo

(omevsrLLil@ of.ef. GluTesTERTLDLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Once again, Hon. Tennakooon, you must understand -
you are a lawyer - that there are procedures even with
regard to building a temple. So, there is a procedure. Just
because a GA says so, you cannot go and build a temple
without any plan or without any acceptance from the local
authority. All of it was done illegally. Anyway, I can tell
you with all responsibility that it is an utter lie you are
uttering today. - [Interruption]

O O VeBEC ensIBrIemIST Owmo

(oreryllg Wrlss ussrry Cgesresr G redr)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

What I am saying is, we have appointed a committee
to look into that. So, there is no point in going there and
disrupting the religious affairs of those people. You have
no right to do that.

®0 8.8, 02530E® ®wmo

(omevsrLyLil@ of.ef. GluTesTEITLDLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

You have appointed a committee after we went there
and protested. Otherwise, you would have never
appointed a committee.

Also, there are Orders given by your own courts that
on archaeological sites that are to be excavated, no new
buildings could be built. You are constructing new
buildings there. Then, what does others say? You have the
Ven. Ellawala Medhananda Thero who, all of a sudden,
pronounces that around that area, in about 300 acres, you
cannot have anybody else, but only Sinhala Buddhists.
So, is that not sinister? Are those not reasons for us to
protest? So, please do not mislead the Sinhala people who
will not approve these racial acts. Please do not mislead
people like that.

OO o306 OsIEH®0

(oreTLll@ SeweVemLSTHIGL 2 IILNesTT SjeuTss)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up.

O ¥ P eFs ensIemIST Bwmo

(orerflg Wrlss ustrLmr Cperer@sTeir)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon)

It is not the general public who are protesting against
this. I must put that on record as well. It is not the general
public who are opposing this, but political movements.
So, if there is a problem, we can talk about it, have a
committee to look into that and solve the matter. But, this
is not the way to go about it.

@O Roe305:e) OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva.]
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Considered in Committee.

/THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Bill reported without Amendment.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.43 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 18th July, 2023.
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