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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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PARTICIPATION OF LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION IN MEETING
OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC FINANCE HELD ON 29.06.2023

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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©0 BB cBEOsY BBaySe @vwmo
(rewrfl@ FLULSETemil svFagLoeit #lifleTsv6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0T  DONEHROB, QI® RBoxerd Somle
NBWOCB0 @® ®EEe®IND ne dods > WL
BwaEoc?

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Seds > BedmrD BeEs 053, ©® Baeasiess.

O BB cBEOsY BB8adc Dwmo

(revrfl@ FLULSETemt] svgagLoeit &lifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Sode mw Bedwm Bw »nO8 Ine®0 elRwe
Bedstery dved §eE BEAE ©0m wurdd wwud ednIm.
OO  GcoRNOW WS BPewo; he was invited. -
[Interruption.] ®0 Brnfiwer ocsimy. 00 & 00RO
®©esY B

OG DOIBNIDROB, VIR ¢IHD ©r). 8uBe o
#5088891 eO0Rers’ -00; duts DNGDRDICOBI-
wvesdns CED).. &Y IS e®imEle, WmOsIeny?
e®n® wYewlns e¢m WeHEEO aWE eVwemD. I
Bostesy, &rndeBn®d, 8 v o Qs
B dag? [@sddr HEH] 9190 Beadmdr. B50n&uBn®
BHEWITOB YCCHD govsy; doms EWOSWess. &
©8HeRdns et HOB O B¢ DICH ©w¥OD Ged.
OmeO IS IO amE ovemd O, VIR
B038B@0 SO dRD O WO ylocesn DO o
©Ox 0.

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RN 0® Bedemw ©Bu S Bwdsis.

o0 BB 8Os BBHEE ©vmo
(oressTfl@ FL L SEHTemtl 0FagLO6T &lMeT66)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
©® BED®B ©DIEeWI® BOEE, OO DOIBNBDBOA.

@O QBNWBHD O

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

0®m w33 Bwdr oeFH® 0535).

oG BB LY BBaEE ©vwmo

(oressTfl@ FU L SSHTemd vFagLoesT &liflsTssv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

»3S Bewddy. [ BE®] ©8uS Bewdda. [@dd
BBO]
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@G D83 BeBBB ®wm
(oreryflg Fibs allGedm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO DNBNBDROB, - [aidr 58]

O >ET D BIC Bw®® Dm0
(oreiTLyLll@ BeSledT LiSSTLTT g2wam)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
OO DNBNBDROB, - [aidr 58]

OG0 YurIy Cemnen wm (20082m ©.08dm o

Booes g@oms @y pedl 28dded ym

830820532 ®)

(wrewrfl@ Urserer rawgibs - bar Llalpss wHmib

ofLewliL)  SeWLFFHLD

GarevraTey)ib)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)

OO WONBDROB, @8 a¢ Emed e BHBd gy
DOYD WOeOD 8. e® NFHO EW NER D o.
[@980 DEO] Bw 226 dedd® Emed 8¢ el SmB. [@aids
#H50]

T FTBRISHE

s Aullesr  Wpah

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©® wdaxIews’ 38 ydmws moxtm ecwew o
DOm0 & O DD W WOSID). [Ghdr HEO] 0DHH®
D0 WO, [Doddo 58]

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo
(oreryllg Filbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

GG DOIBNBDRORB, - [Socdr 58]
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@Bag Goess OB W 88Ty B.0®w
(8 Gom @D9D), g5InE 8BedxsIn 8-0da
(8 own »eBeNw®)

e "e308" 88Be®sn o ®w
(& om0 @D2D) W 8oH®DR TR Bedes
®®o eswo dedS®
CUITGIBVEUTWILI LITTTEBLOGTMF FBISLD
(BovmiIenssd Hlewar), S|eNTEHSILI LITTTEHLO6TD
sperplwid (GevmIensEd & 1)

WwHMID ‘FTid’ LUTTTEHLOETD 2 MILIL6STT &6 FBisLD
(B ovmiswad Hemear) gy slweuppilsr @ewenrhs ailGFL
CUITgI&gnm L LD
JOINT SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION (SRI LANKA BRANCH),
INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION (SRI LANKA GROUP) AND

SAARC PARLIAMENTARIANS’ ASSOCIATION (SRI LANKA
BRANCH)

@O0 DDIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

ge 2», o»® 2023.07.05 8» ooy 3.300
8Be0ned g 2 ¢Om MO w¥o mOJed 2
SO Tedm ey Cods PaNBw ©8Ee®sin wen®ws (&

G D), atnd 8EedxTn ©odw (§ com
DeFeHe®) ©wH "wilb" 8Be®xn ©wvdws (§ com
@ND) @B wODE Il Dods ®wo wwo dSOOD
@G OB eC® BWE ©0; OFOCBTO ¢ 838. - [@od
B8]

@0 308.08. G-8F OFg® DeFES Dwmn

(orevTLLfl@ i, T.6TLD. TEHESG LOSGILD LISSTL M)
(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
e®m¢, YbmsInDocw? [@Daids HE®]

®0; 8= B8RO d

536 )

(wressryfl@ #edls LIGTLgTan - T8lTEaL 8 WpHevsurm)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
OO DOINBDRORB, - [Dadds E®]

oyg®ces  Owm (85dd

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@D, 00 Bvs eDBR®? [Hrdds HEO]

®©S DHEBT DEBENS Bw®w dwmo

(omrevorLyifl@ BeOl6IT LIGHTLTT $Qwiban)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

O DOIBNIWDROB, ¢80 @B e¢BIB. [Padds HEO]

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo
(oressryifl @ Fllhe alGe )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

280 gD eeIm. [@id HEO]

@O0 QBB
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)
VIO @@mdag
BeasSesI? [Diidr H88]

e®er adEd ecsim

©C O8x¥¢ BeB88 Owmo

(orerflg F#0Hs alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

B0 BOIBNGHROB, @DE 0 @csIm, ©® mMSTHn
20sID). RAROBTI @ 2B ®SY of O Woeh Bw e¢™
Ry, [Goids HEO]

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RINOST VD Pen OBID e Bedmd 1O,
WO WS BBID) B ecww BesIsy. [@ids HEO]

©0 8885 ey®cies Owmo

(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LIGTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DOIBNIDROB, B DD ecsim.

OO QBB
(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@D, ® Dve BB,
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@G O8x¥¢ BeB8BB ®wm

(oreryllg Fibs allGedm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

GO D®>NOIBNBDBOB, VIDSred- [sds 5E58]

O YBBID Cenno® Swmo

(oresstyfl@ LrFestes rewrgimhis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

D01 DOIBNGHROB, VAR Bricds adeom & amd
BOYD WOBIBD). Bev® NFHO @@ ©wIed WIEE 0EH
DD, [Soidr HEO]

@G 8385 eg®cies Owmo

(wressyflg #edls LNCrLgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OO DOTNEDHOB, Ood BHHHC wBcHs’ mE B OO
300D @¢sIm. [Dodds BEO]

O >ET D BDIC Bw®® Dwmo

(LomeTLyLll@ BeSledT LiSSTL T g2wam)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
O DONIBNBDRORB,- [y 58]

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

DOm0 OWemen s DD OBIB.

@0 8885 0@ Owm

(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DOIBNBDROB, &8¢ ¢l 0ed BeasTesy @iz
DB, @® Doemecry 6ed Y1 yu&m dun Beadm
o®evnm, g8lm, 8w Dnumen ded BuwiF®m O
o®ewnm SIWEH Gedid S0 duFewd, Suved
NBHOSGWD ©@® Ged dm 6wy dEdOmO B85 -ed5rs
OC 8CF @B 00edB- Jed Beam &3S, wi®i8w
oG BEACO dCBTeonsy emdns; ddusimnd alBae
Beadm .

OO ®OINBHROB, & Dred® OO 0® gdefed ndxf
DCHDW VI GgDOMHBO evm OB WmOBE.
Verité Research aqowemme research omz 0@ gznddens
®Oeen Bedmnd odBw e yROFvwon BB - domestic
debt restructuring - ng 600 @ O» D, OB WO®
Sm00 gy O 280 Gi8uF JBu» 12a 9D, O mom
Symded G BuE emdd e 12 Gees mBwog 0D,

985y, & mCien wCemn B8EAcOB a8 guwmles’. &
BDwesIesy moratorium extension &= ew coupon clipping
o), 98 9@ B 0 gnsiesy. ©0 ®OIBNEDROB,
aIDO® dhed e BEAG midwm wwredd EPF de ww
ETF dord 9cindsensy y@ds S0umemd gusd qmosim
godsy @® maturity extension demz3 ww® coupon clipping
OBsY DR WO Emymded GeE e Yrmun @)
eDmDe Bws) 9. ©®S DONGHROB, VA e¢xIme,
G5 @® ewErNd e E R BedBTesT emenI®¢ BwEe?
8 o@wes’ EPF de, ETF deonf 9cidsos B8 amsnoe
gBBBEE WO DNV, & WOD Erymded e emDDJ
&) e0m»De Bur. Omemd & neamme BEO &g mosiesy

»Ye? 08 Jed evednlm vloduen punmwa Om Verité
Research &z Bwo Dy, 6i8wE 0293 cfs 12258 - 68w
SBum 12 - O1® wo» svymuded GeBsd mdeag @D
Bo;, 9000 e a88 0dmdr BwEy Bwemdr. ©0
DONBDHROB, B 5PEOCW H3d D d¥ed e
8EAe m0m w1dd BB yd» qusin aBBew mide?

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTdei)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ve Bom BEds Beg 0@ n@ied
DTG0 eOOE eS0T DOBEID VIO ¢BBw
Beodmrdr. 9@ & 88s ©d08 @mSIm, 8
CommitteesdE 88EE D08 0dxdezy 57(B0.

@G 38 egf®cies Owmo

(wressryflg sedls LNCrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

®F DONBDHOB, ©0 Qv VB ©@DEIDD 6® Sed
BB 0oxIOmD DHNDD owced ©8Ee®xined
ced G BERG mdm wwd dEedmemd & ®cm
e300, -

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)jeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

e®ime¢ 8?7 5n® DO Buertm. & BEsY
RN & ©1ewsIB) OB,

@G 38 @gf®cies Owmo

(wressryflg sedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

& BesTes?, Q9@ Bws 88w0 00 AW Beadnmdog,
®ed wuddewsy  J¥ed  8ee® BE03sY
28Ee®@sndd  wed ydm» »H»Omm? 0 I ce
Bedmoe?

@O0 QBNWD) O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@B DWE 020edE. VDI A1 ® BEaBewzny
DO yadm BBed® aBBw Bedmds.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(wreflg Fedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

153 QIR 0O ©5Iede B0 Bwmds, d¥ed e B8Eae
0 60Dy 8O 8Eedxin mBY dfd® @Edme o®
000 B85 medr ydm RBBed® gBBe 0 Beadmn
BeEo. Oewd®e?

OO DOIBINBHR O

(orevTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2D. R0 V5N ® EOEWOD F gw W cdBIB.

@G 885 0f®cies Owmo
(wrevsflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
ewde?
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®D, & gw ed HBPHO® 0 Besim. 0@ & aw
OB HO.

@G 8385 egf®ces Owmo

(wressryflg #edls LNGrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OG0 DONEDROB, 0ew® ERBE. VO I»
DOSTDH®. HNEB, DDwW®ewsy - B5NIJ8BOIwensy -
cuecE i Sg® Dmedd 0dm m»HBS BOTID VBB
Seso .

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

NP, RN & @wd O Y& evsIB.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(wressryflg #edls LNICrLgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

0® Bey D8w0® &m HwrdOm WOBID. ©Dew®
SRS,

@O0 QNGBS

(oredTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

IR & gw O yEm» gusim.

@G 8885 0@ Owmo

(wrewrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O BONBBROed Bewlvw 838 OO e® ded d¥ed
BRENBsY edmD. o8, O Cedn BawIm
BedmrDr. 5, & BE8s30 DoRed®sy BwusI®Hd @z,
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Petitions.
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(@) @)sir@mev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(@)  Is he aware that -

(1) there is a free insurance coverage for rice,
maize, chillies, big onions, soya and
potatoes to promote agricultural products in
Sri Lanka and the Ministry of Agriculture
pays insurance compensation when the
crops get destroyed owing to disasters; and

(i) farmers who grow black gram and peanuts
face severe difficulties as such crops have
not been covered by the above-mentioned
insurance coverage?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to provide free insurance coverage for black
gram and peanuts?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCmeb, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i)  whether the project of expanding small and
medium-scale livestock farms is currently
in progress;

(i) if so, the number of farms that have been
expanded under the aforesaid project; and

(iii)  the areas where the above-mentioned farms
are situated?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1)  the current progress of the said project, as a
percentage; and

(ii) the date on which the aforesaid project is
due to be completed?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources

Conservation:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

the number of Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions in Trincomalee District where
human-elephant conflict prevails;

the names of such Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions;

the locations of the said Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions where the electric
fences have been erected; and

the total length of the said electric fences?

(b)  Will she also inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

the locations of the said Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions where the electric
fences have not been erected;

the steps to be taken to erect the electric
fence in the said areas; and

the steps taken to extend the already erected
electric fence?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 BBk 8585p0dd O3B GcDS OnFSe

(omrevorLyifl@

FLU LS remi] (S BLog) uallgrrGgai

suetTEwT 9y &)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney-at-
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of members who receive
benefits from the National Council for
Road Safety;

(i) whether people have been made aware of
the accidents for which benefits are
provided by that institution; and

(iii)  whether there is a possibility to increase the
benefits given by that institution?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the steps that have been taken to raise
awareness among people about the above-
mentioned institution; and

(i) whether a course of action has been
planned to keep this institution as a more
people-friendly institution?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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e @)FFemud@ plailiumyr?

(=4) @rCmed, syeir?

asked the Minister of Irrigation:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

)

the number of tanks located in the District
of Monaragala;
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(if) separately, the name and the volume of
each of the aforesaid tanks;

(iii)  the number of tanks that have been planned
to be renovated in the year 2023, out of the
tanks above-mentioned; and

(iv) the amount of money allocated for the said
purpose?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon. Ajith
Mannapperuma)
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Sjeui @)dFFemus@G Mlaliimrr?
(=) @)eTCmev, 676817

asked the Minister of Environment:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of quarry sites in Sri Lanka at
present;

(if) the amount of explosives that have been
issued for such work sites since 2020;
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(iii)  whether he is aware that the audit reports
have demonstrated that the explosives are
misplaced;

(iv) whether he admits that the said scenario
might pose a threat to national security; and

(v) the measures taken to regulate the
explosives issued to quarry sites?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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7.300 Vote om 0BG Bec. o8, 28 ewmegdigy OB
@D ©BIHD BOD. e®ime, ¢8 dmw Yo @Y, 98
debate ©m 08D, 98 @das W@ VDD 03, ©®
cO0, DO Bwosimy Az, @3¢ debate Om @daxs
o8 BOed, 98¢0 wm time Om ewmydiyy SHFed®
@500 By Beo DO,

O ®OIBNIWROB, 0O @dENed Sedvewsi® ©®
RIn®ed 2dme e mEdm»s, Inter-Parliamentary
Union de=d “Parliament and Democracy in the Twenty-
First Century: A Guide to Good Practice” Bwezm owsm
omed8. o®en 0@ewH® ©WREO wewst WOm,
Bedsewsi® Speakered conduct &z oz, that it has to be
above party, that it cannot be prejudicial. @an®
goBes eOIHO A, VIR 1B ©sImd Wi, RIS
2emiesB0 mOyn WOBID Aoy ev® Bustesy, IPU om.
RIS, a8x »eed® IPU Bsce meetings s0sf0xyoo.
CPA BesE meetings ©0sf00. & meetings =00 ¢8
Bomrds, & yBeIBOCO a8 dme edmd Bwerr. SDiewsy
trips wz ©o; seminarsdEOs wmdo. Bodn vds G8EcE a8
O O® ¢B® YLnsInDg e RO BEACD afnc IR,
S0 e AEDD0; J DT emI® S50,

©0 mONGHROA, Sgwd AT e® Commonwealth
(Latimer House) Principlesdc Bezm od. ¢zf 85088850
eem® cosicedsy Commonwealth (Latimer House)
Principles @ % 0500, 98 0@l wensy @05s:

“Parliamentarians must be able to carry out their legislative
and constitutional functions in accordance with the Constitution,
free from unlawful interference.”

OO DDTNBDROB, DD 0ESTO I, ded O
893, 83 98n®y qdudd 0wmdme oO0xm d®
CQEHoes eusIdn & Bedm 0. & »nO8, sgdm D
0Bn® #BCEE ®8Bed®sined 8g O» Hwiwd® 8Eacd
8Be0ned ©00dD0 0wy »OsTed  Sedddmo
¢BODE0 BEW® eREIBE Bwd ®O1NBmOSwW BDD,
“Sire, I have neither tongue to speak nor eyes to see or ears
to hear, except which this House commands me” BeE). &
Baetesy, 0 » WOI® S0 ¥, O ¢RIy §ed
D, GOBTDY B D, ©® w¥n Ove e¢ry Bric-Boem
DSGEIO 0D CEn® Bwm e¢wdds wdsl ecmO O©
846Y® By Bwsd) OWB. [Dods BEO] @@ vy GO
5)153

[Gcrzned ¢t 88 9O woz E.]
[ysalrrFsvds s 1_swentiviy ysmmLLL Blersndy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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and Democracy in the Twenty-First Century: A Guide to
Good Practice ” Bwm ewmen n0¢c0 e®en® Bwumn, I
quote:

“...procedures and mode of working are inclusive, and give
full opportunity to all its members to play their part in its work.”

g Beslery o@mxw ow¢? Fair and inclusive
Parliamentary procedures ®z0. ®® ©z0ed8 Brses’, e®
IPU 99 B’ »0 Bedm oo 08 o0m ©Bcusy
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DEBID B WOILNBHROB, 00m VISV ewee BN
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@B Oest myw . g¥m Drers® 0 i
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maligning of your character ©z»ed8, @3nwed &
Bw0®s ng D8nw BERNeD Bodn BE&remw Hewo. They
came to conclusions because of your action. Now, they
are questioning your character, they are questioning your
independence. ®3n@ed BB FOe, suesBD@,
BEO0swDw, DBDewds BEICD a; O 08 D
DO, GI¥D DREBBIO, OO HDNEBROB, gsd O
Parliamentary  Business Committee o290 53
Benstestosy  oywi.  &8? Parliamentary Business
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0055 DB 0.
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2R OO0,
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OO BINIWROB, VIR BHOD 38 a8 mw BsH®@

@20 ®OYn WCY,.

Bgwd, v emy@es BEnz3de.



1589 208E005Ind 1590
"28Ee®53ned #Hdd Bewle 88 SIBmdE ww 2023
a&ﬁ @@9@&5’1’ 8§®lﬁ§@ e8dCDE 21 8» 8Bedsind B8xY wdm BmO®m G¢

Foriésiiul L FU L epsvBIger
BILLS PRESENTED

8036 ww BEY 8du (8.0rddn) sy
emYPum
&L DOy, Bieurp o ufliflesr susrmissr (&)(hHds5LD)
FLL_eLpevLd
FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES (AMENDMENT) BILL

"1996yid0  yemTigeT 2940 @vds, SLHEDTL,
pieurp o ullflesr suarhigseT FUL SmsHS5 B(HSHIUSDSHTET
QT FLL_cpsvid."

EEwxlo» e 300 ¢@ims oo; Daeed @Oinzres Owm
SEA.

2023 8 1902 &¢ago @¢02d OF ewses g ¢, das Geewas
BDE GRBE ¢ FPE Prodim @Deem W0 8O O» ©wI®
D€ Gl ¢ HBowlw oz G&.

SLPEWTY)  YswwsFi  wreTLSG L BT  CHeUTOTBST
YU BN FLONLILASHLIIL 1.

2023 wewev 19, yserslpsow @resri r wpewm OB LI
GouswsrGGlosoreytd Y&FHL Lo CousnrBelwsorayd 2 il &IewmEFTT
GWSSG  YPIILBSELILIL.  CausT(HolsTayh
HL1_swemuil_ i1 gj.

Presented by the Hon. Douglas Devananda; to be read a Second

time upon Wednesday, 19th July, 2023 and to be printed;
and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.

GumLmisnayds

$¢3800¢ (srenadd®) vsms emY®un

2 sTCeusLD (H(BHSH1ID) FL L cpevid
AYURVEDA (AMENDMENT) BILL

"1961 gom 31 ¢ agdede vmym weerddms BIO wewo §
e emYOuHA."

BEw/0» o 0w9ds ¢@im198 @ORNOO 0y (F9d28c)
G8BE ogfOswryn Owma 5825,

2023 &8 19920 D¢o¢o @¢O2 DT 2w @zl ¢, S Geebas
BDE GBEB ¢ @PE ool Dwlees Do 6310 O» @wr®
»E Gl ¢ Bewlo mom 8.

FEISTT  YWEFI  FITLTS LTINS  (SVIBls]) Fdle)
ICToguBs Yeuiserms) FuitilssLis 1 ).

2023 wewsv 19, yseralpsow Qe md apewm OB LI
Gousnr(BGlwerayd yFA L GouswrGlelwsrayd 2 il giewmFmi
SWYSSG  YPDILILBGELILIL.  CousT(HolwaTayh
L1 ewemufl_ L1 .

Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, on behalf of the
Minister of Health, to be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 19th

July, 2023 and to be printed;
and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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® BBt (300086) 8E eyf@BwsIm Swmo

(wrewryll@ FLSgremt] (SeorBldl) v LG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOITNEHROB, & BYH BEHBT ©wWlsLND 98y
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E @D .. 9.30 80 a.wo. 530 ¢ B @r @. g.wo.
10.300 085800@53ned $%dd Bewde §(5) Huwist®@m e ¢n «.
g.%. 5.300 DOrznwemn® yEdmIe 05000 EEe®5IRd »E
P @ @."

e 88z 8, et e8®®» Se.
afleorir HSHLILIL (B sTDMI%CIBTeTerLILIL LG,
Question put, and agreed to.

esed®B»m Oxifed vmy emgdus
Hesfl 2 miiileri FLL_cLpevmIgeiT
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS

edBe 89 (8:00fd®) 8 emYOBD
UrGse gFewuissT (HHSHLD) FL L cLpsvld
PRADESHIYA SABHA (AMENDMENT) BILL

O BBID WOE®IR) wmn

(wressryll@ g whe Os L GsrL)

(The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda)

OO ®OTNLDROB, @ vuB weHsl oy emIYOLH
988u ®OHOa:

“1987 gom 15 ¢om odBe ww smn weaddme B3O
wew g vovd emg®un 98 BBOO ¢desd 8w @n @.”

@G 880 H8B@asIy Swmo
(wressryll@ FepeSeu eTlflomssresr)
(The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna)

S8y IS0 mom 8.

2 GLor GBI
Seconded.
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D980 2O es¢ews 52(6) O e5HdT Hewlwas wdes sxnzs
emO®sm e 888w, eOedan @Oy, eI e3ws Wi s
E9E ¢@159@ 0O» 8902 G&.

flearir A BEHLILIL (B), sTHMISCIBTeTemLIL g,

BseoTLing, FLL_@psvLh @pSeTapsnm I LI (B), YFF i &
L1 ewemull_ i1 gj.

FLL_cpsvh plewsvdasi _ener Bsv. 52(6) Beiriig. Glirgs mlmeaurs,
2_GTBIL L QYUSVEHET,  LOTHTENT — FeDLIGET — ODMILD  2_GTeapImL &
Y PLOIF (& YIS CIFUIILILIBFMEBTHS FIL L LI L.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils
and Local Government for report.
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BT FEMLST (S(hdHHLD) FL_L eLpsOLD
URBAN COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL

O BBsTID WOE®IR) DwmH

(wressryll@ @whg Q%L GsTL)

(The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda)

OO WOTNIDROB, & vun weHsl v emIYOBH
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@G 8380 dB&osI Bwmo
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(The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna)

S8y IS0 wom .

2 CLorglgEmi.
Seconded.
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aflsorr Bl s LI (B), 6TDmYs ClsmersmiiLIL L ).

Bl&dTLILg, FL L APsILD UpSETUPsOm OB _1111L" (B), YFF_Liri g
L1 ewemull_ L1 gy.

FLLapevh Blswsvsst L emer Bsv. 52(6) BeirLig Glmrgy plmeurs,
2_GIBITL L )IeUsVSB6NT, 2_areapgme’ ]
YW F T (55 Y0 CIFUIILILIGEMHTHS FIL L L1’ 1 F.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils
and Local Government for report.

LOTSTENT — FeDLISGET — LOMHIYLD

®® BHC ¥ (B.0rIDD) BB emYdu®
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MUNICIPAL COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL

OO BBBID 2OEDIR) Dm0

(orewrfl@ Qubg QL L GleTL)

(The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda)

O DOIBNIDROB, @ sHB BVCHST BHY eWmYOBD
92Bus ®EBIO0:

“(252 o 2800w §) OB HIOS W0 FIKIVBID BoERI DB
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(The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna)

887 IS0 mom .

2 GLoTBlG &,
Seconded.

g S®e oY estwr es®@z Ses.

s ewdOsm SO enPEd scfO» O Bwdx» &Y, dw
Beawws B8O Hewlw o @&

D989 298® esews 52(6) 020 IO Bewiww wdes sxns
ew®sm gt 88eem, tOedn @Iy, BEIs ewr wr s’
S @15 @O» 8O0 GE.

aflsorr (BB LI (B), eTDms GCIsmeramLiLiL L ).

BserrLg, FL 1 apvid @pseTapenm WS L1’ @), YFAL L g
HL1_swemuil_ i1 gj.

F1_qpavid plewevsat L_swer @sv. H2(6) Bloriig Glirgs mlmeaurs,
2_GIBIL L QYUSVHET,  IOTHIENT — FNLIGET DML 2_6TCaGITL ]
YT TS YSe0E CIFUIILILIB)BDHTHSF FIL L LI [ F.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils
and Local Government for report.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(orenryLfl@ o mutiflesi meur)

(An Hon. Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)
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rose.

G Berdss HAOIBNGEHR)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©C Beswerws Grsee @B,

O B50B8B BBee (g9D8x) Sswseoes Gosesfa Swmo
(wressryllE serTslud FlLssreni (serBldl) aflgwgren
rTeRLsag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Hon. Member, I wish to make some clarifications.
Normally, judgments are delivered in Tamil language in
the Northern and the Eastern Provinces. There are Civil
Appellate High Courts, too, established in those provinces
and proceedings in those courts are also conducted in the
Tamil language. When they make an appeal, not to the
Court of Appeal, but to the Supreme Court, this problem
arises. At times, when there are Tamil-speaking judges in
the Supreme Court, they constitute Benches accordingly.
Otherwise, we will have to get translations. There was a
special unit set up some time back in the Court of Appeal
and the Supreme Court for the purpose of translation of
the brief. There has been a shortage of translators during
the last few years. Now, we are attending to that matter
and are trying to get more translators to accelerate the
whole procedure of making appeals to the Supreme
Court.

Thank you.

®6 Beradss HAOznEmR )
(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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TRISETIES aUPsGd SThH CFlSmeSprissr. sHCUTE
Sjeueuds @ allFTrenesrullsst 3 HeuHMIHET (LpigauenL_hF([Hdb
HSTHET. HLbg WeT rgd 239D SleHlam L, bs UG,
allFrrewent BewLOCLUDMIEI. HjHI UTTTEBLOSTD DT BT
STETLIGMTED,  6TBISETTEY  HEHITDSEHIGHGHF ClFevs0  (pigu
aflsvemev. @)hs eupHems GurnSseuenyullsd, sThseaisLoresr
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, it is not that I am objecting to
the Hon. Member's speech, but I would like to draw his
attention to one matter. This is a Debate where we are
discussing about laws' delays, but it does not mean that
we have a right to discuss a particular pending case. If
you look at Section 3 of the Parliament (Powers and
Privileges) Act, you would see that it categorically states
that we are not supposed to discuss any matter pending
determination by a court of law because it will prejudice
the case. Also Standing Order No. 91 (f) categorically
states that we are not supposed to discuss any pending
case. So, Hon. Member, it is not that I am objecting to
your speech, but if you discuss that matter, it will create
unnecessary problems.

®0 Bendss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan)
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, please commence.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, you have one more minute.

DO B50JB BB SwsIn 868w Swmo

(wresryfl@ FarTSud FU L Ssrent LwhHs ofrdnis)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

®0 D el DN esimy, ©d Bewdds wcm
8 BROA.

god 2lmiem 8ddBed W@ ¥® ($DEm Beadmdr O
&0 538 BILO ades WOB YHBD Cah 8O o ®»S
BBO 030010® enicdB. 98l Yevw® WOy W 83wl
B I8 Yo owicd Bwo @ B, gy
gBbvers’ 8BYGO0 wedsd & »e @nd. I o
D0® ¢ W DY eumI (BIH, B0 PBIB
BRGGOGT wodsd OF DD.

O3S Berdss 0% 8wIsBn®)

(orerflg Guwsseailsr Nrds sallFreri jauidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

OG B50BuB BB SesIn 868w Swmo

(oressrfl@ sarTHud) 1L ggren Lwhs ofrdnis)

(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

Kindly give me a moment please. I was told that I had
12 minutes and now, it has come down to eight. So, what
is the point in getting a chance to speak? Please give me a
moment, Sir. [ will not take long.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Vijitha Herath, please. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry. You
have 16 minutes.
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I think the Sri Lankan justice system, over a period of
time, has courageously maintained the independence of
the Judiciary on most occasions. We are grateful for that.
That is the bastion of rule of law. But, when it comes to
its efficiency and efficacy, there is a long way to go. &
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.
You have 20 minutes.

[2.17 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I want to
thank the Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam for bringing in this
Adjournment Motion because, in my opinion, the biggest
problem facing the country is actually this problem in the
judicial system. I think even the economy can be fixed, if
we fix the judicial system.

The laws' delays are a huge problem. As we all know,
justice delayed is justice denied. It is due to the inefficiency
of the administration. I am not saying that administrative
inefficiency is there only in the judicial system, but it is
there across the country with the judicial system included
and costs the public both financially, in terms of time, and
emotionally. For instance, the case of a young girl who has
been sexually abused is heard when she is a grown-up,
married or maybe, after having children and you can
imagine the emotional cost to that young mother. So, it is
not the economy that we need to fix, but the judicial system
of this country. I challenge anyone to take an opinion poll on
some of the arguments that are coming up in the House
today. It is not a criticism of individuals, but a criticism of a
system which needs to be changed. I speak today from the
perspective of the public of this country. We need a change.
I am comforted by the fact that there are people in this
profession who are equally not satisfied with how the system
works and who actually want to see the necessary changes
made.

Sir, if I am to start with two stories, I was visiting Sri
Gnanawimala Buddhist Centre in Moratuwa. Ven. Udugama
Wimalakiththi Thero is the Chief Incumbent or the chief
priest of that temple. He said to me, “I went to court over a
case. The case had been postponed for eight years. Finally, it
was heard. On the final day, when I went to give evidence, |
noticed that 30 cases had been listed for that day. Twenty
seven were taken up in the first 30 to 40 minutes just for
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postponement. Ultimately, only three cases were heard, one
of which was my case”. He further said, “Each time it was
postponed, I paid Rs. 50,000 to the attorneys and it went on
and on. I was wondering, why did they postpone 27 cases?
Could they not have told those people, because I received
justice after 10 years, 'Come after ten years from now. Then,
the case will be heard and you will have to pay Rs. 50,000
only once.' " So, that is the view of the public.

Another story I recollect is, when former President
Maithreepala Sirisena was in office, he summoned
everybody in the judicial system to talk about laws' delays.
He called me also and I asked him, “Why am I being
called?”. He said, “You are the Acting Minister of Finance.
Could you please attend this meeting?” I went for the
meeting and all the problems were presented there. Then,
President Sirisena asked me, “What can you do about this?”
I said to him, “We can provide resources for increasing the
Bench, we can provide resources for upgrading the Attorney-
General’s Department and we can provide resources for
training and human resource. The others might disagree with
me, but [ must say this. For one thing, we are a poor country
with limited resources and when we put our resources to use,
we need to be clear where we are going to put our resources
to use, and we should invest in human resources.” 1 further
said, "But, I would not invest in infrastructure because I have
to make decisions and choices".

Sir, I remember, as a young boy, going to a
government school in Colombo and my mother told me
one day, "You are not going to go to school at seven in
the morning, but one in the afternoon". And, for a year, I
actually went to school in the afternoon. 1 asked my
mother, why. She said, "It is a government school and
there are not enough classrooms. Therefore, you have to
go to school in the afternoon".

Our physical infrastructure is used only for half of the
day. We have to think out of the box. Both the Minister of
Justice and the former Minister of Justice are here. There
are limitations in terms of resources. Therefore, we have
to think out of the box, if we are going to resolve this
issue. A day is a day in terms of time, but for a court, it
could be more than a day's work and I am just putting that
as a case. So, if we are going to really resolve this issue in
favour of the people of this country, we have to think
outside the system. The number of pending cases in 2019
was 763,000 and in 2021, nearly 1.1 million, an increase
of 43.6 per cent from 2019 to 2021. I know there was
COVID-19, other disruptions and all that and that is why
there was this excess. But the fact is, it is a huge excess
and it is the information of the statistics unit of the
Ministry of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional
Reforms that I am providing here.

While all that is true, when it comes to speeding up a
case, everybody is on it. We had a situation where there
was a case of a prospective candidate for the post of IGP
in the country. That case was taken up, speeded up,
concluded and the judgment was given just a few days
ago. But, yesterday - it was very unusual - after the
judgment had been given on that case, the attorneys
brought in a motion to court requesting that a part of the
petition they had filed, particularly the reference to the

present President of the country, be withdrawn from the
judgment. It really calls into question the system. This is
unprecedented. Professors of law could comment on this
more than I could, but it is unprecedented for the petition
of a concluded case to be amended. So, you have to ask
yourself the questions, "What is the integrity of the
system? What is the integrity of the attorneys appearing
for the case and the integrity of the judges to even
entertain such a thing?" Is there not more to this
politically?

Sir, when we talk about laws' delays, often it is said
that in every country, there are laws' delays. But, we
should not be using that for an excuse. There are many
reasons for such delays. Today, we heard about
inadequacy of courts and judges, lack of training, all
kinds of other deliberate delays, sometimes, on the part of
the law enforcement officials, judicial medical officers,
forensic experts and analysts, archaic legal procedures
and many other issues. As the former Minister of Justice
said, we increased the Bench with the Twentieth
Amendment to the Constitution. But, in terms of speeding
up of cases, there is no visible improvement. Particularly
on commercial cases, we are wondering why Sri Lanka
has made no investments. It is part of the problem in the
judicial system.

Sir, in the Ease of Doing Business Index, Sri Lanka is
placed at the 99™ position, but in enforcement of
contracts, we are placed at the 164™ position. Who is
going to come here and invest? We set up the
Commercial High Court at the beginning, but it has not
given the desired results. This was referred to earlier in
the keynote address by Supreme Court Justice Priyantha
Jayawardena, President's Counsel, at the National Law
Conference in June, 2023. Since I do not have much time,
with the permission of the Chair, I would like to table*
his keynote address only for the reason that there are
many recommendations in it on laws' delays and how to
actually handle those.

But, if I were to just quote from his keynote address,
he says, I quote:

"In my view, the answer is that it is difficult to do business in
Sri Lanka. There is no investor-friendly environment, predictability
and security for investments...."

"Widespread bribery and corruption are deterrents to getting
the business community to invest in Sri Lanka."

"The Commercial High Court was considered a success
initially due to the appointment of judges with a firm grasp of
commercial matters."

"If one thinks that the judges can learn commercial law and
civil law while serving on the Bench it is a big mistake. I believe
that the appointment of judges to the Commercial High Court who
are not conversant in commercial law has contributed to the present
predicament."

* gedmmed md ¢o.
* BrsL Blewevw GBIV sweusisLILL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.
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These are not my views; these are the views of a
Supreme Court Judge. He further says, I quote:

"I wish to now focus on how we have addressed the piling up of
cases in the Commercial High Court. At the time of establishing the
Commercial High Court, the jurisdiction of the Commercial High
Court was to hear matters arising from commercial contracts, where
the value was more than Rupees 3 million."

Subsequently, it was increased to Rs. 5 million, then
to Rs. 50 million and so forth. He also goes on to say, I
quote:

"In my opinion the remedy is to adopt the old practice of
appointing learned judges who are conversant in commercial law
and to train them to hear commercial cases."

So, there are lots of proposals in it. That is why I
tabled it because there is not much time to go into it.

Sir, in addition to those, we have fundamental rights
cases. With regard to fundamental rights cases, Article
126 of the Constitution has actually put a time limitation
on the Supreme Court. I am going to quote an extract of it
- Article 126(3) - very quickly.

“Where in the course of hearing in the Court of Appeal into an
application for orders in the nature of a writ of habeas corpus,
certiorari, prohibition, procedendo, mandamus or quo warranto, it
appears to such Court that there is prima facie evidence of an
infringement or imminent infringement of the provisions of Chapter
II or Chapter IV by a party to such application, such Court shall
forthwith refer such matter for determination by the Supreme
Court.”

Then, Article 126(5) - this is what is important - goes
on to state, I quote:

“The Supreme Court shall hear and finally dispose of any
petition or reference under this Article within two months of the
filing of such petition or the making of such reference.”

So, this is what the Constitution of the country
actually states in that regard. We say that we are governed
by the Constitution of the country, but the Supreme Court
hides behind this and says that this is only directory and
not mandatory. I think we need to look at it. There is what
is called the law and also the spirit of the law. The
Constitution makers put the words "two months" - I do
not literally mean two months - but the spirit of the law
needs to be understood because they wanted a limitation,
a limitation on these cases being heard.

Sir, we have unprecedented situations. We are
Members of Parliament sitting here and people are
questioning whether we are citizens of this country. It is
unheard of in any other parliament in the world! We have
Members who have crossed over, processes into such
matters going on and expellings from parties. Under this
provision, such matters need to be determined quickly.
Sir, as I said, my argument today is not about individuals,
but about the processes. It is fair by those Members of
Parliament, if they have not committed an offence, that
they are set free immediately. But, if they have committed
an offence, then, they must be punished and they must be
punished very quickly; we must not delay it.

So, this impinges on the franchise of the people and
this - this violation - is one way in which the sovereignty
that we have been granted under Articles 3 and 4 of the
Constitution is impinged on.

Then, if take the validity of the expulsion of an MP, it
is unbelievable. I would like to quote Article 99 (13) (a)
as well and actually there are two places in which such
expulsion is referred to.

“Where a Member of Parliament ceases, by resignation,
expulsion or otherwise, to be a member of a recognized political
party or independent group on whose nomination paper
(hereinafter referred to as the 'relevant nomination paper') his
name appeared at the time of his becoming such Member of
Parliament, his seat shall become vacant upon the expiration of a
period of one month from the date of his ceasing to be such
member:

Provided that in the case of the expulsion of a Member of
Parliament his seat shall not become vacant if prior to the
expiration of the said period of one month he applies to the
Supreme Court by petition in writing, and the Supreme Court
upon such application determines that such expulsion was
invalid.”

We all agree up to that point, about the one month
period and going to the Supreme Court, but it continues
further, I quote:

“Such petition shall be inquired into by three Judges of the
Supreme Court who shall make their determination within two
months of the filing of such petition. Where the Supreme Court
determines that the expulsion was valid the vacancy shall occur
from the date of such determination.”

So, two-month are stipulated for that by the
Constitution of the country, but none of that is actually
being followed; neither the letter of the law nor the spirit
of the law is being followed. What is the example we are
actually setting? So, there are all these issues.

Today, there is general agreement that the exercise of
the civil appellate jurisdiction by the High Court has not
produced the desired results, considering the large
number of cases before the Supreme Court, taking up the
much valuable judicial time of the apex court in the
country. So, I would ask the Hon. Minister to consider
the Courts of Appeal sitting in the provinces taking up
civil appeals as well as fundamental rights applications. I
am saying that we have to think out of the box, consider
these things, if we really want to see changes.

We also see an increase in Bills, almost all the Bills,
being challenged by various parties in court. Today, I
heard from the Hon. Ministers that they want to bring in
more new laws. All those are going to be challenged and
therefore, more time of the apex court is going to be spent
focusing on them. As a result, other people’s cases are
going to get pushed back. That adds up to the delay in
disposing of other cases before the Court. Therefore, I
would propose something to consider: as a solution,
consider setting up a Constitutional Court as has been
done in many other countries. In the Constitutional Court,
you can have the career judiciary, the private and official
bar as well as the legal academia. I am saying, look for
out-of-the-box solutions to really solve this issue and we
also can restrict the people serving on that court, maybe,
to one term so that we can ensure the independence of it.
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Then, I want to move on to the issue of judges and
their promotions. I say this very sensitively. I do not
know of any profession that does not look at performance
and seniority in giving promotions. Performance and
seniority, both, are important and certainly for the judicial
profession, it is needed. But, the performance indicator
should be, as the Minister referred to, the volume of
judgments. No judge, who has a large number of
judgments pending, should be promoted. Seniority, yes, I
stand by that, but, surely, if he is having a large number of
judgments pending, then, how can we promote him? We
all are professionals. The criteria relating to professionals
- performance and seniority - must be applied, I would
say, to the Bar as well. The Bar must actually contribute
to accelerating this process. They might feel that if cases
are disposed of quickly, their income might go down. It
would not go down because, then, people would have
more confidence to come to courts.

Sir, today’s “Daily Mirror” reports that the All Island
Canteen Owners' Association has asked the restaurant
owners to, if a politician or whoever eats in a restaurant
and does not pay the bill, assualt him.

What kind of crap is that? Then, they should go to
court. Why are people talking like this? That is because
they have lost confidence in the judicial system of the
country.

In closing, I would like to make this final point on
judicial administration. As was mentioned before, on the
06™ of May, 1994, the Hon. Srinath Lalaka Kumarasinghe

brought in a Private Members' Motion for the
establishment of a separate Judicial Administrative
Authority.

OO Bendss 0% 88rIsB®)

(omrevor i@ Gupsseflsr Lrds sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

®©C @CzY B OST Dm0
(oreryflg @) rrer afléalrLorgeo)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
I am winding up, Sir.

My plea is, do not delay it. The Hon. Kumarasinghe
said that, during that time, even the Hon. Lalith Athulath
Mudali was backing that idea and also said that there was
no decorum in courts. I would like to say that the Hon. N.
Srikantha also spoke about this; he talked about
corruption within the system. If I were to quote the Hon.
C.V. Gooneratne from Hansard of 06" May, 1994, he
said,

“Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am happy to endorse the views of the
proposal of this Motion regarding the establishment of a separate
Judicial Administrative Authority ........ Sir, the concept of
corruption prevailing in the Courts is too well known, but
corruption is not confined to the Courts alone..... It is rotten to
the very core ....... .,

That was in 1994. What is the difference today?
Today, people say that corruption is much worse.
Therefore, we need to tackle it.

Sir, I back the Motion brought in by the Hon. Sagara
Kariyawasam. I would also say that while the Minister
looks at changing these situations, a Select Committee on
reducing laws' delays and building confidence of both
investors and citizens should be formed.

Thank you very much for the time given, Sir.

OO Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha. You have
15 minutes.

[e.20.2.37]
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Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, Attorney-at-Law)
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is former President Maithreepala
Sirisena.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. G. G. Ponnambalam. You have nine
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff to the Chair?

@G ¥5nBsB BBeg (§018w) Seiweats Gosesales Swmo

(wresryfl@ FarTSud FL_dsrest (HeorBlF)) allemwsrev

rreLsas)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff do
now take the Chair.

g S®esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
afleorr @GS HLILIL (5 sTHmsCIsTeTarLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
lefi the Chair, and THE HON. S M.M. MUSZHAARAFF took the Chair.

®C §RoesB00) BTG

(omevsTLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT By6uT6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Ponnambalam, please commence your speech.

[3.18 p.m.]

o0 8.8, 02 5350E® ®wmn

(revrLfl@ of.of. GluTesTesTIDLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, I was originally allotted 12
minutes. It has now been cut down to nine. The lost time
is almost a fourth of the time allotted. So, I think that is
quite unfair, but anyway, I will try to conclude my
remarks within that time frame.

Sir, I completely agree with the Adjournment Motion
that has been moved today, which we are debating. The
Hon. Member who proposed the Motion, himself being a
lawyer, stated very correctly that given the economic
situation the country faces and if the country is to come
out of it, one of the most important aspects will be to
bring in foreign investments. For that purpose, if the
Judiciary and the legal structure in the country is not
improved, particularly with regard to the matter we are
discussing today, with regard to the immense amount of
time wasted when a matter goes before courts, I think
investors will find other more attractive locations. There
is no doubt about it. So, when you are literally scraping
the barrel, if you do not, at least, try to get your house in
order, then, once again, it will be a case of Sri Lanka
missing the bus. So, in that respect, I think this particular
Motion is very timely and we, our party, will fully
cooperate with whatever steps that the Government
chooses to take in that regard.

Sir, I was here for both the proposer’s speech and the
seconder’s speech, but I do not know whether the Hon.
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional
Reforms spoke soon after. I missed his remarks. In fact, I
wanted to check it. So, I checked the Parliament channel
to see whether his speech has been uploaded, but,
unfortunately, it is not. So, I do not know what he had
said, if he had spoken.

Sir, T wish to bring up one important matter,
particularly with regard to the constituency we represent,
which is the North and the East. Whilst, generally
speaking, the judicial system has to be improved to a
point where we cut down on the time we spend in court,
when you talk about it in terms of civil matters, which is
what the proposer was primarily talking about, it is totally
different to when you talk about criminal matters. It is
because when it concerns a criminal matter, a person’s
liberty is at stake. More often than not, on occasions
when such people are in remand custody, it takes years
and years. So, generally speaking, when it comes to
criminal matters where one's liberty is curtailed, there is
an added reason to have those matters expedited so that
some sort of finale, a closure can be brought to the person
concerned.

But, the point that I want to specifically mention
about, when it comes to these criminal matters, is with
regard to the PTA.

The Tamil Members of Parliament in particular, who
represent the North and the East, have consistently been
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talking about this issue. We have had several meetings
both with previous Governments and with the present
Government and the Ministers concerned. We have gone
to the Attorney-General’s Department in our own
capacity, spoken to the Hon. Attorney-General himself on
several occasions and have been urging that the cases
filed under the PTA be brought to a close. We say that for
the reason that the moment the Government itself had
accepted, not only domestically but internationally, that
the PTA is a draconian law, it is an unjust law and must
be repealed, then, the fact that those cases are outstanding
becomes completely untenable, Sir. The onus is on the
Government, therefore, to prove otherwise. I believe the
Government has, on several occasions, made
commitments with regard to a moratorium on the use of
the PTA and of course, that moratorium is being observed
in the breach. But still, when the Government, not only
this Government, but even the previous Government, has
gone to the extent of admitting internationally that the
PTA must be repealed and new, more humane laws must,
if at all, be brought in, then, it becomes imperative that
the Government takes up the question of Tamil political
detainees as a political issue. You cannot just leave it to
the Attorney-General because, naturally, ideally he is not
a political personality and must not decide on policy.
Policy is something that this House must decide; it is the
Government that must decide on those things. So, when
the Government, not only this Government, but even the
previous Government, had accepted that the PTA is a
draconian law and must be repealed, then, it is our view
and we will urge very strongly that all those detainees be
released immediately. My figures would suggest that,
today, there are 19 individuals who are to be convicted.
Also, 1 think there are around seven convicted
individuals, who also have more cases ongoing. So, a
total of 19 cases are outstanding. Among the people in
remand with their cases ongoing, you have Selverajah
Kirupakaran, Thambiah Piragash, Nadesan Kugathasan,
Subramaniam Surenthiran, Yogarajah  Nirojan,
Kanagaratnam Aathithan and Karthigesu Sivaji. The cases
of the last three I mentioned, that is Surenthiran, Nirojan,
Aathithan, have been due for judgment today. Today is
the day for judgment and again, for the third occasion,
those have been postponed. Then, Navaratnam,
Sanmugalingam Suriyakumar, Sanmugarajan, Selvathurai
Kirupaharan, Ramachandran, Valentino and
Mathenasegaran are convicted individuals and you have
another five people on appeal: Sivakumar, Partheepan,
Ananda Suthakaran, Nimalan Thangavel and Umar
Kathaas. Sir, see how unreasonable the case of the very
first person I mentioned, Selverajah Kirupakaran. His
case was carried over for 11 years and at the end of it, the
Court found that it was on a forced confession and ruled
the confession out; he was acquitted. Then, the AG’s
Department goes and files two new cases against him on
the same confession!

So, when a court has already rejected that confession
saying that it is not voluntary, for the Attorney-General's
Department to, thereafter, file two new cases based on the
same confession is a very unjust step, Sir. It might be
completely correct when you look at the law and the
rules, but these are just blatantly unfair and unjust actions.

@O Roe305:e) OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

o0 8.8, 025350 E® ®wmn
(rewrLfl@ of.of. GluTesTesTIDLISLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up, Sir.

So, it is on that basis that I ask the Hon. Minister to
look into this. I think the President, when he made a visit
to the UK, made various commitments to the Tamil
diaspora saying that he will look into this matter and, in
fact, release all those political prisoners. Look, now, it
has been 15 years since the war ended. Normally, Sir,
political prisoners are released when that project, which
might have been seen as a crime, comes to an end. When
that project does not exist, to carry on by keeping them
under custody is completely unfair. I think the
Government and the Hon. Minister must intervene in this
regard and not try again to release just a few individuals
at a time, but must take a policy decision and release all
of them.

Thank you, Sir.

OO o306 OIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHRIGD 2 ML Sj6uissi)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva. You
have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, Attorney-at-

Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan. You have
seven minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Madhura Withanage to the Chair?

O B50B8B BBee (g0D8x) Srswseoes Grsesfa Swmo

(wressryllE serTslud FlLssrent (serBldl) aflggwgren

rTERLsag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Madhura Withanage do
now take the Chair.

@ S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr Bl H LI (B) eTmmys GClsmeramLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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YU F6IT BENCVEHLD 61 B] 55T 61T

Whereupon THE HON. S.M.M. MUSZHAARAFF left the Chair, and
THE HON. MADHURA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

@S (§0D28w) 8. GodBdenst Ovmo

(omrevsryLll@ (sevrBd) of. @) e meigesredr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) V.Radhakrishnan)

Sir, while the Chair was changing, one minute passed.
Therefore, I have three more minutes.
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(omevsTL 0@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I am sorry, I cannot allow that.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) V.Radhakrishnan)
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(The Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)

Sir, the Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka mentioned about
the Survey Department. We have taken action in that
regard. So far, only 30 to 35 students have been taken in
by that Department for its needs. But, now, we are going
to internationalize that institution under the Ministry of
Higher Education, whereby, A/L students and foreign
students also can come and train themselves as surveyors
and achieve international qualifications.
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1t being 5.30 p.m.., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
06th July, 2023.
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