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Presented by the Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms, to be
read a Second time upon Thursday, 25th May, 2023

and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral
Oversight Committee.
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Standing Committee), read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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place." No. - [Interruption] ®e%® @=¥». There are
offices, either the go.eF. =m08wicw or some close place
where we can allow them to report to. Have some
thinking. If you want to obstruct, continue to obstruct, but
we have to come up with a formula because we are faced
with this situation where the Election Commission is
indefinitely postponing the date of the local authorities
election. I, as the Minister in charge, - [Interruption]
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(orenTfl@ NrFeTer remTdmis)
(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

OO ®NBNBDROB, [oidr 58]

o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vmo

(orenryfl@ FLLSsrent] svgagiost #liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. I have the right to reply.
- [Interruption]
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

oG BB LS BBaEE ©vmo
(oressrfl@ FL LS Temtl svFagLoesT &liflsTsev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I have the right to reply. - [Interruption]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

No, you cannot reply.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

I have the right to reply. I am the Chief Opposition
Whip. - [Interruption]
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

Sir, he is not the relevant Minister. So, he cannot
reply. /@0 BE88] @Gt DGR BOR,- [Podds 58]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

There cannot be a debate on that. You can meet the
Hon. Prime Minister and settle it. - /Interruption]
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

You cannot have a debate on that. - [Interruption]
This is a different debate. Let this Debate go on.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
I am the Chief Opposition Whip.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

That matter has been explained enough. Hon.
Prasanna Ranatunga, you go ahead with your speech. -
[Interruption]
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I have the right to reply! -/Interruption]
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(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Kiriella, meet him and reply. Then, it would be
finished. That is not the topic we are debating today. Let
this Debate go on. Please! - [Interruption] How many
Hon. Members are waiting to raise that matter? There are
about six Hon. Members who are waiting to raise it. So, if
it is allowed to be raised, we would not be able to have
this Debate today. - [Interruption] Then, you will have to
ask for an extension of time at the end of the day. -
[Interruption] No, sorry! I cannot allow you to reply. -
[Interruption]
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(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Wasantha Yapabandara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
WASANTHA YAPABANDARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for the
opportunity to say a few words at this Debate on the
disaster that befell this country two years ago when the
"MV X-Press Pearl" caught fire and sank off the coast of
Sri Lanka.

But, before 1 get to that point, I wish to remind
ourselves, as has been done in the House since yesterday
and today as well, that around this time last year, the
country was going through an upheaval, an "aragalaya”
and I heard moments ago the Chief Government Whip
saying that they had nothing against the peaceful
protesters, but only against those who resorted to
violence and attacked Members of Parliament and others;
he repeatedly said that he had no complaint against the
peaceful protesters.

How did the peaceful protest that had been going on
for more than a month become violent? That is a crucial
question. What happened on the 09" of May, 2022? On
the 09™ of May, the protest was still peaceful until - I am
glad the former President Mahinda Rajapaksa is here in
the House when I say this - those very people who had
gathered at Temple Trees to meet him rushed after the
meeting to the Galle Face and beat up the peaceful
protesters. That is when the violence started, everyone
knows that. The Members on the Government ranks are
also saying that it was peaceful. President Ranil
Wickremesinghe even tweeted around this time last year
saying, "If the Government attacks peaceful protesters
like this, I will stop helping the Government with regard
to the economic recovery". So, all know that. But, to this
day, no one of them have been apprehended except for
one person, I believe, today or yesterday. So, that is when
the violence started. There is no point in saying that there
were political opponents who were behind the violence.
That was counterviolence. After those goons were sent
from the Temple Trees to go and attack the peaceful
protesters, yes, there was some counterviolence. We
condemn both. We have consistently condemned both.
We have condemned the violence and we have also
condemned the counterviolence, but it is important to
note and have on record as to who started the violence.

At this Debate which discusses matters with regard to
the ship disaster, I want to say one more thing. That
whole "aragalaya” or the peaceful protest was to make
changes. People were disgusted with what was happening
in the country, the status quo with regard to political
power and how that was being used. That is why they
wanted the then incumbent President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
to leave. The second request was for the Twentieth
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Amendment to the Constitution to be repealed. Third, for
the Executive Presidency to be abolished. I have heard
many people, including the President, say that the
peaceful protest was hijacked by some people. Maybe, it
was hijacked or it seemed to have been hijacked at that
time, but the real hijackers of the "aragalaya” are still in
the Government led by President Ranil Wickremesinghe.

The whole people’s movement for change was
hijacked and turned around with eyewash Amendments -
the Twenty First Amendment, a mockery of the election
of the President - and the same status quo continues. That
is a hijacking of the people’s movement for change. And,
I want to say this: that kind of action will not last. When a
people decide that they want change, it will happen; it
might take time, but it will happen.

Sir, with regard to this Debate - I should have started
speaking at least an hour ago - it seems to me that some
Members in the House are more concerned about saying
that they were not responsible for what happened. One
says, “I am not responsible” and the other says, “No, you
are responsible”. This forum is being used to justify their
little involvement in this whole thing. The disaster that
has befallen this country as a result of this ship burning
and sinking is far more than that. The environment of this
country will take decades, if not another century, to
recover from the damage it has caused. The plastic pellets
that were released to the sea will take 500 to 1,000 years
to dissolve. This is, perhaps, the greatest man-made
environmental disaster that has happened to the country.
But, here, all we are doing is, throwing a little mud at this
one and then, that compliment being returned by him.
That is what is happening.

With regard to the issue of the ship disaster itself, I
want to say a few things. That is, the issue of legal action
will not be affected by this Debate. So, I thank the Hon.
Speaker for the decision made and the Party Leaders also
for taking that decision. I must also put on record as a
legal practitioner that when there is a choice of forum to
be made and when you have more than one forum to
which you can go for relief, there are various factors that
come into consideration and all of that cannot be
revealed. I agree with the Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms that there are certain
issues which cannot be made public. It has been decided,
for a good or a bad reason, that you go to the court in
Singapore. I am glad about that because the court in
Singapore is bound to be far more impartial and more
professional. But, the question that arises is this. The
Hon.Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam raised it
yesterday and I want to raise it again today. In a matter
such as this, in a commercial damages issue, you have no
problem going to a foreign court. But, it is a very serious
matter that when the victims of injustice, who, after 14
years, are still waiting for justice and have no confidence
in the local process, ask for international involvement,
you steadfastly refuse it. For what reason? You want to
present a Bill to establish a TRC, a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. Any TRC process must be
victim-centred. That process cannot succeed or you
cannot even start it without the victims being satisfied
with it. And here, the victims are saying, “All right, there

were two sides to the conflict. One side cannot decide,
one side cannot control the proceedings; then, that is not
independent. For the process to be independent, it must be
impartial and if it is to be impartial, it must necessarily be
international.” So, I am raising that question again.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please, wind up.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
I am concluding, Sir.
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Thank you.
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Hon. Member, your time is up. Please, wind up.
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Okay, Sir.
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Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Arundika Fernando. You
have 42 minutes.
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(The Hon. Arundika Fernando - State Minister of Urban
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Finally, I would say, please, at least try to bring some
dignity to this Parliament now. People have rejected this
Parliament. People have rejected these people because of
the way they are behaving and talking. So, let us change
that. When the people outside are saying, “All the 225
Members inside this Parliament are rogues”, you are
adding to that by just speculating and pointing fingers at
innocent Members. Do not do that! By doing that, you are
shaming yourselves.

Thank you very much. - [Interruption.]

DO YR30 TGS

(LomessTLL0@ HEDEVHLOGTHIGLD 2 MILILNGITT Bj6uT&H6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@0 (g9008w) Beswwcass Corsesse g ©Bn®o.

O B50B8B BBee (g0D8x) Beswseoes Gosesfa Swmo

(oreworyllg Ferrgdlug) FULssrentl (Serpldl) alswsren

TrspLIsa)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

® o WOy ©eHs BOITVD OO ymaww OB
A5y, R0 90 O5IE O wA. Sed 88 ydmen ©n
WO, ©® Woen wmdh BB DgBOTD OO WOYH
BEIW BB @Cm @0I¢snd 988un ew. ©® 88 ydmw
On mog dod Bn OrNswed 0edd. ldWowL®
s10en »HY »OYn BEICD 0@ wwid MOYH WE 9B
302006 40 000 Bewl®dE wensid Beamd. almoen
3 ©B00w BRwWO dw Ped GO eCw wEE & WSS
O® 0® ©o B¥Ied By mEr. 8O vdeed O WHSIBNWGHH®
se nem dEdO SO, 988 wO®YBwmO &,
"e0DS BewedwdEd ammEd, 800 aoBwer ©500m
3000w0 0 B WOTD IwmB" Becr. @ oxn
D36 Bewdow Bonmmc snm®, &m guwdden Ol
5H® ¢8, oo due e Y Bog odFds
06RO BEoFewt, ©ds Bewdw amd 8OO
20Ben 02005 BB -»HEed WiB M B EZNHO- 6®
8w sOTe0n ©§ Bwen. Pod mbme 9de8 58
Oen® DO deBI5T BN W ©53.

GRow0G®) ©O OIEnBwB, & amd a8 ¢, w®no
©0 OEROE IO 90 BT & Gumded ® WE
20000, 8OV @6 & MWD OB EBZNEND DD
20Bpem oRey W ). Vod RO »OB, ©o
NED 00D O5IEN® Bwy midens BERCD -0® my
2080 ©@ITRD BBeB 0cdnedsind m»mOwn m»OYy
g0 BEAED- 0® ®wd ww 00 ¢u0s BI®. Onemd
y@D 0 O Hew. BD DBOD ooz amnd B 8¢ §
B B8OITDewsy 0® DHeO &8 e PImiemed
58 ovE 806 Bedmdr. S, & »E) 7y 9e8wd com
©00® B@me ydmew Beadms. Om »ROE »O8, 3OS
B0 0DDD gEInw BOITVewWsY 8O0y »HED. & HPED
808 9008 & ¢¢Bu admiemwddsy diery mwr &

Beo Bondydy w@nd®OE0 0® &) nesy B8 ©icge
88dc ydvrenw Bedmdr. Jed m Brlg e o,
0 8GR0 e®m Bwn®m O ¢ e qumd vsieny
B ydmen Beadndr. O 60ew® &1 mCHmER o®
DORBO® 0 over, BHH cdned®sindsy IF®
@B wimw HOSTD). 0@m 8¢ Jay el ¢O@BHO®
WOY g3, Coe5s FOB®™O® WoY ew @ gomw veny
9cens 00 Jeddmw WML, HOIB Bwmds. &
emECH0 € Wosim BYen ox’. & emEes & »Ogn
DO Bwo O 00 yEHwd 0 ®OvYHH BBy edsIeny
. & enEes & »ogn B¢ 000 w Bwr nOB 0®
g@m»ed 00 woowsim 8BID 00c Beamlesy. ®d
©n8n 8.0CF.88 9Bn® & 908 Oeddced 8oy BB
Bonoceuws. Bednr CODE BBLOGTD 0w »OBIH
On®ed el @y IO vnw OROBIEO ¢x®n WJ
Beadmd.

OO YRoes06:e) T E S

(LomeBsTL L0 @ HEWEVEHLOGTHIGL 2 MILILNGTT B)6uTd6iT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO0 H OB, emSewsy Bwsin.

OO B5038B BB (GD:8w) Bweaes Gresle Owmo

(oreiryllg sarrdlug) sl ssrent] (Hoorplgl) elmwgren

TropLIany)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

®® omdewsy Bueslesl. IRBes gvd Headm
eDEIeDsY @® MW a8 WOBIB).

OO O em®n WOY eCOEO »OR 014628 BwEo
Sod BDeD. E® @R OENS Bwy ®ICHS
O3 00 00 BDed.

Gow0nGe) ©8 OTERBBB, Comed 8O0y »E »
988wd eoBurtm B B8R0 a8 «® mmywm BoedEs
BImH, ©@® @ GBS OBIB NID. WO O IO,
00 0®m. ©©8 MEPA ool swisBndsens’ yads
meg. qud o® Ged qums osim 58 ¢®-¢c® d
BBdyrTed vdensy vsim e¥ndr Byeed v e®ime,
& 530 Byeed ged Yyg mewed. @8, e® OO wsim
¢siesy BuE 998wensy nd® 998w »HOB gud qym®
¢siesy, YOO Dvwwid Gs @8 SRwO BOYR »E
NE® R BN O8wd ¢\® sz, "GOy
B5038B0® Bewlowrw 28 Bedmdr, & 00 wuim
ecsiny" BeE. & 00 »O8 5300 er¥m ¢wles’" Bwo.

985 & wwudndeensy ©® gy, "ewd, &
Bewlow?" Bucs. 988s dmdmers! gdevnm & e-mail
Om 00 eusin®. & e-mail Soxt wews? D5y BBw Bwrnn
emngRod Puvx®ws 88z% e-mail O 901 Bedmo,
S50 BR® Bewlnws mer Buec & 5300 el e¢sIn
BeE. OO wwsdndrs Omlm 0® o 8% WEE DR
.. OO0 e e &B e, 0® csImd,
B038BROTE 200 HPESBROTEO Bewle ¢
gmdw. & o @80 aeB8sy e BO® cALTe adas By,
28 coimd. & Ben »OB 0© SOy @0 S50BuBn@iensy
HHeD, ePeN® Bowlowx VI g¥ve Bwer. o@ime,
0®end® yEMwW Beam Bwr. OO Lensy HOBD vy
y@dme »08, "eoem @@B0cw vSed ©® dednr
»Ogn ¢@mened oF®® wowy Bewln ©@cmd?
oWem §OBDCw Bewdn o¢siery goFem oFme



505 2023 & 11 506

DO oY Bws Om. 9857 VW 0w O® O 65wIdD
BOD. & Hen 90 OGO, IS VO O ©edd
P Oen. B0 P 00 OB PO HDed. ©®
DY OT 015 dedrews’ mOD meg W ©® ©J BKIed
gy ©0; O3B0 224e¢rn Om Ced BE mSwd,
©eddw mw1. ¢80 A5y OO BV KWEI BedHda.

Qe OO ZNE® ©0RNePD ONERHOA, 0o IBE
08w 20OBn®ed el weed, ¥® adwmdies
3 ©B00w RO WOYH WOEE RIN®D BGdwd »g 10
¢, 9F¢ ©OITVD ®»Ogn WS Bedmrydrw BOD. DI
eI glwoe $OBOSwed 8w widw. AR ewe
cosl, IB0T wbwuddeww ox). aldmoen HOBO
yOOYe, OB ewd Wdemws B8EAe vluven sOx Oom?
BT FOBDCwWD HyOOsTE, eE8wd Bowde e¢sin
g0 od O BwE? §Rows1oie) ®d OB wH, ¢®
380000 ®W MCTHBE BOIBTVD Db Pen® eeB8w B&8sY
& B¢ uifvem ©OFOE BB ocsdned®indd
OB, BBBB ©¢0lned@Ind »E) 80050 BBSBH®s
28 Penny @dws vIme, mHE SO H? BFHO @0
GO WO ¢, 380 ePew® PO HIECE Bedmrd,
e®m enir) MO BiEo? §Row06e) ©0 OIS ws,
BB 0¢dned®sined qunsins »Ogn 883¢dD, m»y
5080 BEAcD ©® a¢ Omens, »OQON yadm W B
0, 8§ emERO Boewlo o mwr. ©8®Hd e@dEDD
888w eBi)eds’ @0 8Ewd ¢» meed & e Bws
©8®»Jd OFOS, ©O WmIY O DI »HO8, "BBesH
©¢dnedsIned »E »Own @80 Rz DRWO PG
ecstery o' Bem Om. 08 In woesd mw. ©©
5101880 BODr, BBBB 0clned®sindsy 08 wemsiensy
d3momun 88w, BBBE ©¢ulned®sinddr Edmd
Brig-Boem o5im dEs Bedmydr BwEd. ), @® wodgw
80000 BBB ©¢0dnedsindd @m® @widide SIwd,
dods wwon BJwed ernewms O ydd OEE ®EH,
o) ©0; O5IEBwA. @® mmdemw RBDed deid
cPeE omed)ry VDB, 0O EEe®sIned ©8w;da,
B0 dm s i Bdwd wDEIm@ BEIC @B
3B een IO BHIeD BHIBBR® BBWO WOYH WOB OO
385 @usimnrdesdi® ©Bn®. On® 0 e® emdnd
e¢mem0 "e® 0®@m B, 0®m i, 0@ gsieny
BBsB 0¢ebned®sined o mnE) e®ewrdry BB, e®
B8eed® Beam »® Blwwoed wrBwed" Bucr »O8
¢siesy.

GownGi®d ©0 OEOwd, aldwoem @GOBDSw
BBw0 ®0 0® wEEed®sined @@m gldWsve D
8D BIsBOCerE OB em0RdE ¢5IeN® & e
ged =mOe? & we gn of »08 CID om08,
@888 & emond G @ Om. 08 Jen® med. &
82D alwoemwdry Dlm men. & BEDCD sBfuvenw 8¢
0087 50850.

Gow2Gie) ©0; OIERBwA, & emicnd ®O &rs, 5O
sided ©0 8GR0 ©8 y s enx Bwl, e® BEICD
BBOw Bsdo ooy mnslent admden @B0dws ¢
gdenmr® Be. 9857 ©° ©0 el ©m0R0 a)® ¢siswn.
® woer Beadm ecsbned®sinds »ned, BBsB
©¢8me@sInd. & emdesl aced om Beee ©O
emond; dm Bw® OFm (slor’ 0@ ©8Eed®ined
2008m gdFeen D0m 80D DOBO ¢O» wYSBOSwW.

08, J s os ©° Bexts 2. & wwosd o®
0 e ©wetdned JEIndiewwc BweE oLHE
W@ Beadmdl. o¥nd, 88 »f s »Es BBeB
©¢8ned@Ined BB BEdsY; 90 »& »OYn »HO®
BEG vsvewn, B8 uF8ud -J ccdes wed
BB B8Ede @Dy 08 @Y, e® Bvww ¢Ivn gw- I
0D 38200 EOBIDEI 53D B@rve® wY Jven B@Ived®
3BB0B®O e BBKOS; 6 ecomnrymed »eFee®@mny
eOsIOE Bwenry BRsBOCwensl y&Em O, »E
QsYes’ meiinede, el v »Y prles’, e®im semOE
Ome Bwecs. Sewd, mE ©005Im 8 § y@iew o
Bemrdn. BBsB 0¢slnedsindd 0853 06 Dlnmn 98w
€. & G D:8m0 88acd, Fod BPey wodseEam
8EAcd a8 w:H0m0 of Joed vyt

©C R0 OGBS

(orenTLll@ VWS THIGL 2 MILLNGTT SjeuTdsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O @@ ROB, ¢15Y edwsy HmOBIB.

OG B50E88 BBt (G9Dr8x) Biwcaes Grsesfe Swmo
(oresryflg sarrdugl sl ssreni (sorplgl) almwgren
rrERLFag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

©0® OB 4wy mOBIH®.

o) ©d; O eRewss’ BrE @dudndwed,
BEHNB D800 amd @8 mE D0 O »E BOSHH
R @e®8mn) @Y dBwm 1.9m0. ¢ud JIm 8vosim
1. 88 i 000D gww 80 OB8 Bw. & amd, &
0D vIBw BEICD mOSO adnwmw ®EI. &8 e0edd,
Beduswowd wnloconw. & vn€d ecxzn »®8 US
Dollars 6.4 billion geiwws 0@ Bedmdr Bec @sd
D800 ¢les’. & amd S8 1398 o BBsB
©¢208De05IRD0 Dobmd Ci1@emn. BHsB o¢xbnednsind
gedE 25 9B »RD 806D O ®EBY, gdEd
00O AN OHWNEed ¢mn@Be osin 8JQ Hew.
e®ime, 380 mns BB 8200 wO®ID WOOsIH
Rem® ABAYew. Bowdyos, BBw ©&0® Hed®
RBeIBwiry cuedam BB w-nd® B8O IO ©C
oI5 8¢ §ewo.

@07 (9028) 50E® emIDeBD OHm
(oressryfl@ (SevTBS) Brevés GsrCameur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa)

2983 &Sedes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

O e300 OGBS

(orenTLll@ SemeVmLSTHIGL 2 ML SjouTdsr)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO DNED @ReBD OTEFNOSA, emSewsy Bwsis.

@G (§20286) 53ER® enIReWDr Bvmo

(oresryfl@ (S0THSH) Brevds CQsrCaneur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa)

owondid @0 ONEn8weB, Indwe OO
om3ers’ BesImrw BDed znw ez, 99 ded O
wewsy WO 8 o 0® 8Eed®rIned wiensim



507 ZlelelclCka 1) 508

[0St (80008i) 20E® evIewDs @wvmo]

DR S WO®n. & Bewo O IO ¢BIHO eI
DD @csIm. IHO gwhdwmB o). ©® ©DE®
NEDr. O®1 B8 120 D& D B»Eo.

©0] BBwee Cosse HOBROA, 0O BeHednI®
B3 Ry 200D Bedmdl. 0 S 88w, RS
Dw®d wsim 80z g0sl. e®ime, RINSD YO odOE
810eCHD. Im ®BIHYOD ®OwE. DY HOTD e¢wn
D, I 80D VEOw. BgPBO madenw nOG, OO mo
B0 BBO eDEOD BDeD s¥(, ©0 BE) DWW Bedmds
BeEr. D Sm 8D 8OED O, @O BDed ®O
Bedanm e B ew B8, & d88amys ¢z¥ 9008, wy
B2ED wRHedsy S8am Wi, I S0SandEs’ BB
ecwn 8y WO o5y NG® gpvBw. 8O0 vKed Om
RO O I wdgem. B OO BHOeD, Em sOEDs
o535 S0 BB

QIR ©O B@E @t0Rd®W WO, e@ime, BHOD
O» Ped 5® Bwdsy 881 eddE » WO, FWEOD)
9535y 8By BosTesT 0@ 8 wd®IFTAB BwEs. & Bewo
®® @ Bowecsy ww EED 98 wiwvedns BDDs
@@m0 Pod Bodn 8daBTVG e@imuie Bwo.

DO Y0306 OGS

(LomessTLL0@ HEPEVHLOGTHIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uT&6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO OIEnOB, 00w Bdwicwxw WS oxtesd »BO
emders’ BwsIs.

@S (§0D28w6) 53E® @0 Bvmo

(omrevr i@ (SevrHP) Brevis CQsrLGameur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa)

NP, DD WOOBIHD EZNEDE R Ged) GO
O5IERBwA. ©0 Brmuded ecsim. ©0 guwihdemen o5y
e®m» 0dsier’. ¢¥ ©® WG WO 9OC Hew® Sn®s
B0 ®essy Bs DOD® BweB. o0 #HOBROSB,
WO €S BD VOO 6w Oy s8E omom @I
8BIR e¢m BORDTD den. BD DBOBID v® OB WD
O® uEBD BDDr. 0® Boewlow &z Bedwfer’ HOy
Bedn oFm® 5O emerddr grimy 8Oy wwisBBen Bem
WO @g Wy 053, e@m»O. Bewdvw & BeadsTeny
8Oy Bedn oCm® 50, & VIR w¥Iem WE B0, &
»®8 final conclusion &=m. Sz A28 O GE8FE OO
B gD Bwo @8e 05Im. On® OB B ICTID.
eedMwne Crsemle Pusi®ws den® RBDeD IBFHO ©®
D580 eedMnw Grsete PHI®wI BwE BewsIs &) oy,
O Ven® BDeD W BBEI. deN® BwbEy Y ©57.
The only evidence we have is the documented e-mail; that
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you for the opportunity
given to me to speak at this important Debate on the "X-
Press Pearl" incident, which is the worst maritime disaster
to have struck Sri Lanka. Almost after two years since the
tragedy, we, the nature-loving Sri Lankans, are still
deeply saddened and traumatized by the irreparable
damage caused to our marine ecosystem and to the lives
and livelihoods of the coastal communities by this
disaster, which is one of the worst marine disasters in the
world history.

The disaster has had a significant impact on Sri
Lanka’s sensitive coastal environment, local communities

and the economy. Moreover, the event still continues to
unfold and its active pollution generation phase will only
come to a closure with the elimination of the risks from
the wreck and the containers lost at sea.

This Debate is intended not to make another post-
mortem on the incident, but to look beyond for a realistic
and scientific damage assessment, recovery of the loss
and damage in the form of compensation and to take all
possible measures to avert such disasters in the future.
The "MV X-Press Pear]" maritime disaster led to a
number of discourses on the country’s maritime laws and
policies, the response to the disaster and also on the
medium-term to long-term impacts of the same. While
the Government has taken various measures in this
regard, many are pointing out the importance of going
beyond the immediate measures. That is because the
impacts of the incident have a great potential to affect the
country’s marine ecosystem and the fisheries industry-
based economy.

Madam, the "MV X-Press Pearl" disaster occurred on
25" May, 2021, when the Singapore-flagged container
ship caught fire in Sri Lankan waters, North-west of
Colombo releasing chemical fumes. The ship carried
1,486 containers with chemicals including those carrying
more than 50 billion plastic pellets, low and high density
polythene, methanol, sodium methoxide, nitric acid, urea,
vinyl acetate, epoxy resin and lubricant oil. There were
81 potentially hazardous containers also, those carrying
lithium-ion batteries, copper slags, lead ingots and
electronic items which typically contain dangerous
compounds. The Government of the Hon. President Ranil
Wickremesinghe has realized the importance of assessing
the exact and actual damage caused by the disaster and
therefore, a decision was taken in March, this year by the
Parliamentary ~ Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Environment, Natural Resources and Sustainable
Development to re-summon the relevant parties to further
review matters pertaining to the "MV X-Press Pearl"
disaster, which included discussing and settling the legal
matters, obtaining financial facilities for the scientific
committee for its research and removing the legal
obstacles to reach the ship for research.

The "MV X-Press Pearl" disaster entailed several
forms of threats to the environment. While air pollution,
which was created by the fire that erupted on the vessel,
was the immediate threat, various forms of contents in the
containers such as plastics and chemicals spilling into the
sea was identified as a much bigger, long-term threat. In
addition, a large quantity of various parts of the ship
falling into the sea was also identified as a threat. The
disaster was a multi-faceted and a complicated disaster
which involved numerous environmental issues that
could have significant long-term, medium-term and short
-term consequences.

I will be failing in my duty as the Minister in charge
of the environment if I do not recognize the
commendable and efficient clean-up campaign of the
plastic spill carried out by the armed forces despite the
operational constraints such as the COVID-19 lockdown
restrictions.
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I take this opportunity to thank all of them profoundly
for their hard work and restoring the affected areas,
making them accessible to the public within a short period
of time.

On the numerous impacts of the disaster, a study was
conducted from October to December, 2021 to document
the chemical contamination in the coastal waters from
Negombo to Bentota by analysing, among others, the
water samples, the biological samples and biotoxins.
Biotoxins are chemical substances produced by bacteria,
plants and fungi, which serve as a biological defence and
poison. I would like to share some of the findings of the
study, which are important in post-disaster recovery and
in obtaining compensation.

First, let us take the environmental impacts. Looking
at the disaster from an environmental impact point of
view, the Report findings have revealed that the average
pH of the coastal sites that were affected has decreased.
Also, the average nitrate concertation in the affected
coastal areas has revealed a rise in the nitrate
concentrations. It is widely known that nitric acid and
urea were being transported by the "MV X-Press Pearl"
ship and the high nitrate levels in the coastal waters have
been caused by the high nitrogen content released during
the disaster. It is ironical that Sri Lanka had to face such
an eventuality when the country has led the United
Nations Environment Assembly - UNEA - with a
Resolution on Sustainable Nitrogen Management and is
also following the Colombo Declaration to halve nitrogen
waste by 2030.

Then, the impact on the change in the COD -
Chemical Oxygen Demand - which is the measure of the
capacity of the water to consume oxygen during the
decomposition of organic matter in the water. The COD
of the immediate vicinity of the ship was exceptionally
high, but the COD of the distant areas was relatively low.
That reveals that the inorganic and organic compounds
released by the ship have contaminated coastal water,
leading to pollution.

In addition, the concentrations of chlorophyll-a, which
allows plants, including algae, the process of
photosynthesis, in the coastal belt were found to be the
highest in areas near the disaster while the lowest was
along the Bentota coastal belt. It shows that due to various
resultant processes in the sea, the ecological balance in
the marine water around the area where the "MV X-Press
Pearl" ship sank has been threatened.

Madam, one of the most serious environmental
problems posed by the disaster was the turtle deaths.
According to the Department of Wildlife Conservationﬁ
50 dead turtles had washed up on the beach as of 20'
May, 2021 and soon after the disaster, there was an
increase in the number of turtle deaths with 176 deaths on
30™ June, 2021, 250 on 17" July, 2021, and 417 on 30"
July, 2021.

On a continuous basis, carcasses were collected until
upto five to six months after the disaster and 45 cetacean

carcasses were recorded on 17" July, 2021. Since the
incident, 56 marine mammals including 48 dolphins and
eight whales have washed up on the beach. However, it is
important to highlight that the shipwreck and the lost
containers pose a danger to marine wildlife due to
potential chemical and oil pollution sources until they are
recovered.

Furthermore, marine wildlife could be harmed by the
ingestion of or entanglement with plastic pellets,
polyester yarns and other debris from the incident.
According to marine wildlife experts, plastic pellets may
also pose a danger to turtle reproduction because their
presence in nesting sites may alter sediment temperature,
which is a critical factor in determining the sex of turtle
offspring. The plastic spill occurred during the crucial
nesting season of the turtles - from April to May - when
their number in Sri Lanka’s coastal waters is at its
highest.

Then, let us look at its economic and social impacts.
The disaster’s impacts were not only environmental, but
also social and economic. The disaster has had a
significant impact on the incomes of particularly the Sri
Lankan coastal fishing communities, whose livelihoods
are dependent on the fishing grounds that were
contaminated by the incident’s pollution. The reduction
in the supply of fish, shrip, crabs et cetera had
significantly affected the Sri Lankan consumer overall.
Furthermore, public fear of consuming contaminated fish
exacerbated by a substantial increase in turtle and dolphin
deaths harmed consumer confidence, particularly, in the
early weeks of the incident. As a result, sales and
consumption of seafood reduced across the country. In a
country where seafood accounts for 70 per cent of its
animal protein intake, this has significant implications on
food security and could cause malnutrition.

Madam, in terms of the impact on the livelihoods, it
was reported that due to various steps taken in the
aftermath of the disaster, including restrictions on fishing
activities in the surrounding areas, the livelihoods of
20,000 fishing families were affected, while those of
many others, from net manufacturers to boat owners
whose livelihoods depend on allied fishing activities,
have also been affected. What is more, the impact on the
surrounding population has been significant with
estimates putting the number of fishermen affected at
around 16,000. Damages to the fishing nets and gears
also account in calculating the impact on the livelihood of
the fishing community.

The "MV X-Press Pearl" fire has disrupted the
fisheries supply chain from fishers to processors and to
wholesalers to retail merchants. On the other hand, it
increased the complexity of the fishing community in the
existing structural economic and social imbalance
because they are daily income earners. The coastal
fishing community, which is one of the three sub-sectors
of Sri Lanka’s fisheries sector, is the most vulnerable.
The ability of a fisherman’s family to meet their basic
needs is significantly impacted on by the loss of even a
single day's income. Furthermore, most of those who
work in this field have no other sources of income. The
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cost of replacing nets and boat parts is very high and their
loss can significantly impact on a fisherman’s earnings
for the entire season. As a result, a wide range of people
whose livelihoods depend on related fishing operations,
from net manufacturers to boat owners, have been
impacted differently. The "MV X-Press Pearl" container
ship disaster harmed the fishery development in the
affected areas and the economic and environmental
damages incurred due to the disaster are enormous.

Then, compensation. With such far-reaching
environmental, economic and social consequences created
by the disaster, the Government has estimated that our
compensation claim would amount to US Dollars 6.2
billion. Accordingly, the Government has already filed a
compensation claim in Singapore and Cabinet approval
has been granted to that effect. The Government believes
that filing the compensation lawsuit in Singapore will
result in a number of key advantages. Firstly, the
defendants of the prospective litigation have a business
presence in Singapore as companies domiciled in
Singapore and as such, the enforceability of a judgment
delivered in Singapore would be comparatively feasible
against such parties.

Secondly, given Singapore’s status as an
internationally recognized maritime hub with an advanced
judicial system to handle complex maritime matters, Sri
Lanka would be in a conducive position to attract
international attention to the full extent on the impact and
gravity of the irreversible contamination caused to Sri
Lanka’s marine environment by the plastic nurdle pellets
discharged from the "X-Press Pearl".

Moreover, in terms of the Convention on Limitation of
Liability for Maritime Claims of 1976, a judgment
delivered by any court of competent jurisdiction on the "X
-Press Pearl" incident should be limited to British Sterling
Pounds equivalent to 19.8 million Special Drawing Rights
plus interest in respect of all claims. Therefore, a
judgment delivered by any court eventually has to be
enforced either in the jurisdiction of Singapore, where the
ship owner is domiciled, or in the jurisdiction of London,
where the insurer is domiciled. Madam, the Government
is confident that an international court can provide the
necessary compensation, which has been estimated by the
expert committee to be around US Dollars 6.2 billion. In
addition, there are four lawsuits related to the "MV X-
Press Pearl" incident in Sri Lanka, out of which three
have been filed by the public seeking compensation for
the fishing community in the western coastline.

Then, prevention of marine disasters in the future.
Now that Sri Lanka has gone ahead with the short-term

remedial counter measures, the ultimate real progress for
Sri Lanka would be to emerge from this traumatic
experience with a more resilient system for preventing
and responding to future maritime disasters. This would
require a multi-year initiative which would include, one,
the development of a maritime disaster plan, building on
the existing National Oil Spill Contingency Plan -
NOSCP, two, strengthening the institutional basis for its
implementation and three, a capacity building and
training programme for all stakeholders.

Madam, an initiative of this scale depends on forging
a solidarity coalition between the Government of Sri
Lanka and its international friends and partners. Success
will ultimately depend on coordinated action among
diverse actors and therefore, it is important to have a
designated mechanism to organize international support.
That will result in reinforcing Sri Lanka’s efforts to
consolidate its position as a global maritime and logistical
hub while assuring greater protection of ocean health,
fishery resources and Sri Lanka’s position in world trade.

In conclusion, I wish to appeal to my fellow
Parliamentarians, particularly to those from the
Opposition - unfortunately, no one is here - to be national
-minded in our fight to ensure justice to our damaged
ecosystem and to the affected communities of this
country and request them not to disturb the fragile,
delicate compensation process by strengthening the
defendants. We know that in complex international
lawsuits of this nature, the final amount of compensation
that would be awarded would depend on the strength of
evidence presented to support the claim. Therefore, I urge
the Opposition not to behave in an irresponsible manner
by divulging sensitive information pertaining to the case
in Parliament and outside, which will result in weakening
our claim. I, therefore, request all Members of the
Opposition to act with restraint in this national cause and
support the good work done by the Hon. President Ranil
Wickremesinghe and the Government in bringing justice
for the worst maritime disaster in the history of Sri
Lanka.

Thank you very much.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.33 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 12th May, 2023.
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