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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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CENTRAL BANK OF SRI LANKA BILL: PETITION TO THE
SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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[At this stage, the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe entered the
Chamber.]
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Minister of Industries)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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IMF EXTENDED FUND FACILITY: SPECIAL
STATEMENT BY HONOURABLE PRESIDENT
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - President, Minister of

Defence and Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization

and National Policies)
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88z ©0 S »Ss¥m» oy . | can speak with bilateral and
multilateral creditors and private bond holders only if
Parliament is prepared to accept the IMF Report. So, I urge
this House to accept the Report. If you have any issues, you
can talk it over with the IMF representatives when they come
back. That is all I am asking you to do. I am not getting into
a debate. So, that is the request I have made.

Thank you.
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(wrewryfl@ Fedld LICTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Speaker, I think the Hon. President should
understand this. Hon. President, you have presented the
Report and made a Statement in Parliament. Just because
you present a Report and make a Statement in Parliament,
we cannot agree without a proper examination and
scrutiny and a proper Parliamentary debate on the Report.
So, what we are proposing is, let us go ahead with the
Debate, and I would very humbly request the Hon.
President to remain in Parliament and listen to the
progressive and constructive proposals that we have and
take cognizance of those. Then, at the end of the day, we
can agree on things that we can agree and we can part
ways on issues that we cannot agree. It is as simple as
that. It is called practical politics; it is called pragmatism.
So, let us do that. We are not willing, just because the
President makes a Statement, to approve anything willy-
nilly, without proper a scrutiny and examination.

o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vwmo
(oressTyLll@ FL L GgTemt uFagLoesT &MfsTsvev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
That is correct.
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(orer Ll remilsy allsdlrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Hon. Speaker, shall we start the Debate? 1 think there
is enough time till the third week of May and if the
National Council wants to, I will meet them also in the
third week of April. I will ask my officials to meet them.
But at the end of the day, there is only one issue: do you

approve the Report or not? I cannot force everyone to
accept the Report; they may find reasons not to support it.
But, the world has to know where we stand. We will ask
for a Vote by name. That is all. You can vote whichever
way you want. We are not forcing anyone to support it.
But, if I do not get your support, I cannot go ahead and
continue the second round of the negotiations. That is all
said. I am not trying to force you all; I am only asking
you to give me a reply one way or the other by the third
week of April, whether you want it or not. So, you all
explain that.

And, there is no need for me to be in this House. I
have to do other work on these negotiations. But, the rest
of the team are here. My two State Ministers took part in
all the negotiations; the Minister of Foreign Affairs was
there; the Hon. Prime Minister knows about it and there
are also other Ministers like the Minister of Power and
Energy who were involved. I think I will leave it to them
because they are as good as me to answer your questions.
In fact, they had been spending more time with the IMF
than I had been. So, they could answer your questions
more than I could.

Thank you.

©G 8885 eyf®cies Owmo

(wrevrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTeN)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Speaker, I do not think there is disagreement
between the President, those MPs on that side of the aisle
and us in the Opposition. We are fully equipped to take
up the challenge of the Government to commence the
Debate right now. But, I would respectfully request that
we commence the Debate after the Questions for Oral
Answers because | have a very poignant question to ask
regarding the divestiture of shares of profitable
Government institutions. So, after the Questions for Oral
Answers, we will commence the Debate.

Then, it was only a humble request for the Hon.
President to remain, if possible, in Parliament so that he
himself could take due recognition of our views and not
these bogus representatives of his, who were anti-IMF.
They were the people who were talking about boycotting
the IMF.

o0 BB 8Os BBHEE ©vm
(oressTfl@ FL L SEHTewtl UFagLo6T &lMsTeV6)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Hear! Hear!!

(.0(51 @53”?58(51

(oressLyfl@ 2 miliferiaer)
(Hon. Members)

Yes, yes. [Interruption]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

That is enough. You take it up at the Debate. So, let us
go ahead with the Questions to start the Debate soon.

@6 885 0@ Owm

(wrewryll@ Fedld LICTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

So, I am very much okay with exchanging ideas with a
pro-IMF President.

OO DAIBNBDH O
(LomevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Very good.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(wressyflg #edls LNCrLgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

A pro-IMF President and the anti-IMF group.-
[Interruption.]

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is enough. You can take it up at the Debate.

@G BBt (20D86) 98E 0gf@LwsIm Swmo

(wressryll@ #LU L ggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCToMWbHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DONIWROB, OO ewddrn DOHD, a8 0%
856 ¢ ¢ BWEo. 5@ BHWBO D, ¢ yddsT BDocw
G00m WOBT®. Dol BEnC, geduw wo»y yE®»OELY
880 OO BIJ8BRSed - [oids HE®]

@G BB cBE0sY BBaFE Dvwmo
(rewrfl@ FLU L Sgremi] svgagLoe FiflsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@6 BBeg (300280) e38E ef@Bwsin @wmo

(wressryll@ #LLggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCromwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

gc  ¢cDwd  gog ©wwved @mOgn Beamd, ©0
DHOIBNBDROB. [Drds HEB]

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, let us finish the day's work.

o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vmo
(oressTyLll@ FL L GgTemt UFagLo6sT &fsTsvev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I am on a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBDHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

BusIm, @0 CBEOsY BEaFE O35 n®s.

o6 BB cBEOsT BB EE ©vmo

(oressTyLll@ FL L GgTemtl sugagLoesT &lfsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Bosed eI g6 BYewdns (IenT By BB On®s
BODo.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Member.

oG BB cBEOsT BBaEE ©vmo

(rewrfl@ FLULSETemt] svgagLoeit #liflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

©udd 9n¥m, e®ddxs oz¥m, I have to reply. -
[Interruption.]

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orevrfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You have enough time to express your views at the
Debate.

oG BB cBEOsT BB8aySc Dvwmo
(rewTfl@ FLUL SETemtl svgagLoeit #lifsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
0D ortm. S8IFOm aadlm®
o0l @0 g8 wwewdns (sieny m3de?

D1De8

[Ole78 @53’@3861

(oressryfl@ 2 myiiferiaer)
(Hon. Members)

53N, ¢BIsN!

oG BB cBEOsT BBaEE Svmo

(oressTfl@ FL L SgTemtl ugagLoesr &lifsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

a8 wwewlvw sles’ IO En wOdn eOm?
[P 5358]

@61 @51"@5661

(orevrLyfl@ 2 mitiestigeir)
(Hon. Members)

DD, 5)[25)1! [@JCDJ 55@]

OO DOIBNBHR O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST SeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

That is exactly correct.

o0 BB 8Os B3HEE ©vwm

(oressTfl@ FL L Sgremtl ugagLoesr &lifsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

00 gwens 9B, OO HBON® VIR WEAR
eOZY. [&his HEO]

OO DOIBIBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

YD, DD [0 88] 1 have nothing to worry about.

oG BB cBEOsY BBaySE Dvwmo
(oressTfl@ FU L SSHTemt uFagLoesT &liflsTsLsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
03RS @YD, [@hds HE8]

OO DOIBIBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWSEST S6uiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I know who you are. So, do not worry about that. -
[Interruption.]
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oG BB LS BBaFE ©vwmo

(oressTyll@ FLU L SgTemtl suFagLoedT &liflsTsLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

OB HBON® BE I hed WHEAE D, [
»H80]

OO DAIBNBDH O
(LomevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

I know about you.

@G BB, cHEOsT BBaFE Dwmo

(wrewryll@ FL L Sgremt] svgagLoet FiflsTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

28 g0ms 0D wewdew (v, OO OnE WOTH
1 O188, B8BOFO5 redt)n® DuOE weerddmews’ R
O Segnes @D B, [@Paids BEO] 153 almIenwd
B, @d VBO® ww Ooywee B »OJYD »POO
o5 Bedmda.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuid i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Take it up at the Debate. - [Interruption.]

oG BB cHE0sT BBaFc Dwmo

(wrewryll@ FLLSgremi] svgagLoet FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

OBOCem ©8wu® @dhd ES ©ww Doywmee B8EI¢
BBYD ¥GOO eI Beadmo.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Take it up at the Debate instead of wasting time now. -
[Interruption]

o0 BB cBEOsT BBy Ee ©vwmo

(rewTfl@ FLU L Sgremi] svgagLoeT FiflsTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

& Ded®, @18 WD EOsID Beadmd, OO ®OYD
0QDO. [hids BEO]

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Take it up at the Debate without wasting time, please!

o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vwmo

(oressTyLll@ FL L GgTemt uFagLoesT &MfsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

©B06em ®E @ Boambn. [awdr BEO] © B0
SOFDBIDY @B [@9ds O] @®D1 88m WS D5, S
DO YhoIndics nE ¢ud D1os edsiesy. [Pdr HES]

@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Take it up at the Debate. - [Interruption.]

®C @CzY B OSTH Dm0
(oreryflg @) rrer alléaslrLorgeo)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have time to express your views at
the Debate. So, why waste time now?

©C T BT DWvmo

(revrLyfl@ @)rmesr ailsalriorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

@0 B5NE8BR ww ©lwews’ 8O 880 gom® O
Ben, §0 080 On@1ees’ ®0 mdenrn gwsIsy dvy, ®
DNBNEDHOA.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Eran Wickramaratne?

@6 9653 DO Owmo

(oressryifl@ @)rmest eflddriordevr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

@0 BSonBeBn®ed Ymesds, ¢ ©0dsidewsy
Bocwnd Ao 20 BERcOHY @8 &InBdrtn edmb, o
DONEDROB. OR® Do ecw BODI. OB BDD,
B o Bnsies’ D @8 gruenwe o BB
Ao BoEy. »NB, ©0 SNL8BHOB, O Cenz
Beadmd @8 00de oxIm. a8 gdnds dm Odde onimo.
B, o Im Odde oxim . ednve o
Bomemd, a8 owid; aCesIm @y, 8&dDiwe ¢l OB
8. [oids HEO] aBmw o DT A1 OB Hwsm Om OO
O yd WO RBY. [@oids HEO]

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you. Please, let us go ahead with -

©6 OB E Dp@8ow Owmo

(omessrLyfl@ remilsv allsdlrwsnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

00 Im ecur Busisy AR, @8 vm emYdsns
988u oD, Im OFw HBsTed ywrdBed W& ¢,
nde B I 088 & o wmds ®»OTD;
RO red woerndds) Beam D 5@ St BEwxsim.

©CT 0¥ DOCTD OTTENOB, VI Bwey 0SB
D00 oY O, 0@, ® 0B 0D BOy
@ e38)ed, D50 ee®Bc 83w OBR® srNIeB eDE
BOy @edfyed & mden 01 D ®Er. JOr e weg
O® 02%ed8. D Bve weg mBIE BBwWE PO,
S0 qed DY @8, 0® yFes gwds Y ¢Oxm 8¢
Yew. 9Bz, Busiey d @@ ded a8 I ©ddsidews?
»OGR WO o Bece. ¢8 & dFemd® ewiwe
Bearles’. ¢8 & »Oogem »0s 988wd evm wxmdl. lam
very happy that you brought it up. When the Minister of
Justice presents the the Bill, kindly study it and look at what
are the amendments that we all can agree on; but it has to
satisfy the UN Resolution on anti-corruption. I think that is
about the best standards we can use.

@G 0¥ BOSH BWwmo
(oressrLyfl@ @)rmest eflddTioTsenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

The Legislature is the - [Interruption.]
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@6 OBE Dn@8ow Dwmo

(orenrfl@ remilsy allsdrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

The members of that are being appointed by the
Constitutional Council. At the moment, you have to select
some people for the Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption. Unlike the earlier
times when the President selected them and sent their
names to the Constitutional Coucil for approval, now, the
Council has to select them and send their names to me
and then, I will appoint them. So, now, you all the
Parliament have taken the responsibility of appointing the
people who will go into this issue, not the President; the
ball is in Parliament’s court. - [Interruption]

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Gy Re @ o). [@is HEO] ¢z¥ BDocw wOFE®O
Be8nd Beamydn. & 8diced nxIm), Bw mden VWem®.
28 e spned §Bm wOgn 9WORsY @dwsy I
B0¢wd »®. Then, you can take your own time. /&si» 58]

®S BOE 86D Dwmo
(wressryfl@ eflwsy afreunisn)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
OO WOIBNBDROB, BB BOD, @z
GeRBIC DO OWOBIR) O1).

@6 OIFDsews
(omessryLil@ 2 mitifleri sp(heui)
(An Hon. Member)

V53¢ Bedeni.

©0 BOF BSD-m Bwmn

(wressryfl@ eflwsy afreukien)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

@oys3e Bedme ¢, aedwmc ¢ Becy 88 cfest Byt
VY »OB, v M eNDED BDDI. WO S Bwsiny, &
e B @8 csios oo, 0y mwed ®»Hg, e
ememyac Bue. ¥y ®Ye?

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

&m DDcede avests. & mudened point of Order &mzd
DD.

O3S OIC @DEH® dwmH
(wressryfl@ Grr Gleusisin)
(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

298 8Sedcs.
STUPBSITTT.
rose.

OO DOIBINBHD O
(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®5 @6 eDEHO OB,

@6 ®IC @DEH® w0

(rewrLfl@ @Lmr GlausvgsLo)

(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

©® g¢ FBHOO NOHO WYL OO BHNISBHSD
©RewdsY RO ed5D.

e®ime, qed OO @oemeFvDwd o edEI8
Beatesy. ©® BHwo IMF denmsy & we svgm® cao
O Be® segnens 88 S 03O o duew 936 g
wrieonds edxIm oy BeEd & Bnriesy. J wew god
#5035B89®1 e PvsIBwer onfm. Suswe wwerdvw
csivN.

gemE moems e@n8. @@ FwdBwld 90 mH® wdyden
wHewdns Ed @cmd. o@me, ¢ ged O OIS
Beawlesy. "ewid;, @¥d;, ©¥d" Bwec a8 w® ¢®
Bomrds. 5@ a8 eEe® 0¥edw . B, eI
ecBes® oEImD. WOEWS I®m OB, ©®
28Be0xned ¢8dg 30 Aol guiny BBewvm vSeO8
00 08m Besiery. v, eFeT® grimd. »HES,
@90 aCCBIesT BNWI. e@ime, aCRBIesY B es? ewId;
a1 oo 2000 dWew® @y edmdl. e end, &
BCE 01D 0® ed B»w1.

00 BumD, 0® DD 8 AWem® wnewdns @¢§
B 9@ ©0¢n® Ded BDD, s50n8uBn®0 IMF den
GO VDO OB A B, & ©0dsIVewsy
emmeens n8m S5l eom . dumes RO V®
s FensI® n8m Sndm eovm 98z BDD), IMF demzy
BCE 0B MW, eHOE WCers BuIc 8EE e¢sieny Byt
Bo. & 80xTVews’ esnesms B8m evs) gid. »HY,
s’y SonduBn® IMF deow wwe svum»® Eaheom
Bedmn. 88 Bumd, O8sY 880 yewlsmw gdens e®
0O embd) O &8 WOgn ®0Y, & edMeds’ a8 dmn
00g B &, arnoned e® ced 83» ow®d ¢6OsY
e0nEDsY Bu, 0@ 83» 0B g DHEDE EBNEDH
BeErs 00 @m 35D,

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

st @8 Ddm BEnG gedte mOn yEHOEO 0w
0y

®©c; »8z yruslg Swmo
3@ ®0)

(oresryifl anfler wfeIThE - FOHMIOTSSIEOD LLHDILD
HTent] HHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando - Minister of Tourism and
Lands)

OO DDBNBWROB, O 008 D80 dm.

(3000 w0 @8®

208 ©0; S EOEHE B OB ® gduied?
#BnBOTH @D, YNE, ©®O EDE OO VBYed HDed



907 ZlelelclCka 1) 908

[0St 9827 ymazsig @wmn ]

2 0008 @8) QO Yew. 9@ BHOD, IMF e sngm»®
C 0 doFeed wnewsdnw CRew BWEr. @@ gim
cueg 9BIm, 8gf ed8ed 95imy ecnriecemys eDemed
BosImdewrsy Bemd a8 ¢w, "IMF dewst s ofns
28 xedt)D oy ¢D®d @od wedtedsy & ey endsiensy
" Beeo; IMF o e 060 endsiesy syw
BOD0. @8 Em Onm Bwiern Bicw gdd®y Y.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO0 @@ R, AW WIS el BwsIm.

yBHORO Ddm B8EnSy

il T & % E1hd & eumiicLpeD allewL g6
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g gow 1 -3/2023- (1), 00 D853 BedB8 @nmo.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wm

(oreryllg Flbs allCedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO DDBNEDROB, & OO yEmw gvsIdo.

O YBBID CwRe® Svmo

(orevorLyfl@ Ly Fesresr remTdmhiss)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

@01 DDNEWROB, e, 88m BGBmoen ww
BB BB @@ e0NedsT & OO yEmWd BEnJS
G 8O wewr 6B ecm® WICHH 9EE BI50n.

gadmas @ Emnm 988 B0 Hewlw mom .
aflaormrensy 1om GG SIS FLOFLINGSES B L ewerufl_ LIt L g.
Question ordered to stand down.

OvNOS S med wwsd: o g8 Smw/
Bew
HeWTly LTeuLl L LI LTL FTenevsssi. Gsvgls
Y Aflwirser/ gAflw LuHDTE @G

SCHOOLS IN KANDY DISTRICT: EXCESS/ SHORTAGE OF
TEACHERS

380/2023
2. 06 BBwx DesIn WrdeS00 Dvmo
(wreTfl@ FLSg5Temf eusbs WITLILI T LI6SSTL_TTT)
(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
@) g@IBBRDensT ¢y ydme- (1):

(a) (i) ©wppd Hwmed, “Bm wecE, DBED

208G 0 OB BE oD @Dy DY
DREWsY @D EDE;

(i) ow» wcysy O O weE D8ved Pern®
CO» Bt w0 w0y efds mOD CAD
QOO0ET oD DY 00 Drewsy
OIBOenE;

(il) ow» wewsd wwE gmdsy @ ¢Rdnws
808 6w Qo Bwwn sDBD SwE D5y
005Y DREWsT VEBNEOD) BedE;

1iv) @6 Bows ©D8» ©SwEOE @ Bew
BncDr OBO wewn ey #AB B ©do
»oede;

@5I5) O e 8K IO IesIe?

(q0) o0 detd5¥®, S Bxie?

Hevall ewdFenrd sl L allerT:

(9 () sewrg wreul L sdlspsirer Cafw LITL Frewevse,
Feflelg LML FTemeVssT  wHmId Qb
LML FTeneVserledr  esTevstamtlabends GleusuGoupra
6T B6M GO LIGTTLIEN S | LD;

(i) Cup@oliii speuleum(m LITL_FTem6v
auswswled  Hevall sHElSTD  LTeRTeuTHersdT
6TGUOTEUBT 19569 351U LD CrewauiThHmIFsiTn
Y Afwiseflsst erevwramilabengsu)d GlousuGouprs
6T B6M TGN ILITLIEN S | LD;

(iii) CupH@PILU L UTL_FTemVsEHRSE WHHuiley
Cuevgls Y ANwisenerdslasrawt@star LHMILD
o Aflwi UDDTEHGHEDD BleveyslesTm
LITL_FT6® 6061 QeusuGoum s
) vTThI%S TesTLILIL_ (DSTENETOU T 6T60T LIS SULLD;

(iv)  oAflwi UMD THGHemMn BleveydsleiTm
LITL_FT6em 6061657 QLMD T GHHMEN WL
CursGausn@ Gumlarerariil_(heremr

L)Y HeNBHET ILITENE 6T6ITLIENSU|LD;
Ui @)dFFewLd@ mlalliiuryr?

() BSTCYsv, syeir?
asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the number of National Schools,
junior schools and primary schools in the
Kandy District;

(if) separately, the number of students who
study in each of the aforesaid types of
schools and the number of teachers
employed;

(iii) whether the schools where there is an
excess and a shortage of teachers have been
identified separately, from aforesaid
schools; and

(iv) the measures that have been taken to
overcome the shortage of teachers in
schools where there is a shortage?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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@G BBt (90086) 98 0f@LwsIm Swmo
(wresyll@ #FULggrent (sevrBld)) &dlsv NCToMWHS)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
OO DOIBNIDROB, OO yaid»w B8NS e®eddl.

@ O
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(ii)

(iv)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the requirement of liquid milk in Sri Lanka
as a percentage and in litres of the annual
milk requirement, separately;

whether there is a fixed price for liquid
milk;
the steps that have been taken to increase

the liquid milk production in Sri Lanka
during the past two years; and

the steps that have been taken to increase
liquid milk consumption in Sri Lanka?

If not, why?
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ENTREPRENEURS AT BUTTALA INDUSTRIAL PARK:
FINANCIAL GRANTS
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether financial grants have been made to
entrepreneurs at the Industrial Park in Buttala
under the programme to encourage local
industries;

(ii) if so, the number of entrepreneurs who are
provided with such financial grants;

(i) the name of each person or firm who has
received such financial grants; and

(iv) the amount of money given to each such
person or firm?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether all the entrepreneurs who obtained
the financial grants have commenced their
industries by now;

(it)  which of these industries sell their products
in the overseas market; and

(iii) the amount of foreign exchange that has
been earned by such industries during the
first quarter of 20227

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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FREE TRADE ZONES: INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
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asked the Minister of Investment Promotion:

(@)  Will he inform this House -
(i) the number of free trade zones which have
been established in Sri Lanka so far;

(ii) the names of the free trade zones;

(iif)  separately, the amount that has been spent
on the development of infrastructure
facilities in each free trade zone from 2015
to date; and

(iv) the steps that will be taken to develop
infrastructure in the aforesaid free trade
zones as infrastructure development is
essential to attract foreign investments?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation:

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

the damage caused to the people living near
the river banks and the damage caused
annually to the national economy have been
minimized through the control of floods in
river valleys as a consequence of the
implementation of multi-purpose
development schemes in the Mahaweli,
Walawe and Gal-Oya river valleys; and

no multi-purpose development scheme has
hitherto been implemented related to the
Kelani River?

Will he inform this House-

)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

the allocations made during the last five
years on reparations for floods;

out of the aforesaid amount, the amount
allocated on reparation for floods in the
Kelani Rver;

the number of persons who got affected by
floods during the last five years; and

out of the above, the number of persons
who got affected due to the floods in the
Kelani River?

Will he also inform this House -

(M

(ii)

whether the allocation made is sufficient
for the control of floods in the Kelani River;

whether a project plan has been made to
control floods in the Kelani River?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a) Is he aware that -

(i) acertain number of graduates who had been
assigned to Divisional Secretariats in the
year 2020 as graduate trainees have later
been assigned to schools; and

(if)  the aforesaid group are called back to those
government institutions during the school
vacation?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether it is as teachers
or as Development Officers the graduate trainees
referred to in (a) (i) above will be appointed upon
the completion of their training period?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the basis on which the above-mentioned
graduate trainees are serving; and

(ii) the date on which they would be confirmed
in service?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

the basic facilities of the Kaluwanchikudi
Market  Complex/Market,  including
sanitary facilities and the drainage system,
where more than 1,300 businessmen
engage in business activities are
inadequate;

the traders have to engage in business
activities outside the complex as there are
no permanent buildings available and they
have to face immense difficulties during the
rainy season;

fishmongers have to encounter a number of
difficulties as well since the fish market is
not equipped with technical facilities; and

the roads of the market complex are in a
dilapidated condition?

Will he inform this House -

@
(ii)

whether measures will be taken to develop
the aforesaid market complex/market; and

if so, the date of commencement of the
development activities?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Samanpriya Herath to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Samanpriya Herath do
now take the Chair.
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Chair, and THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH took the Chair.
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@G HBE 3O Bwmo (880 ¢PimsR®0)

(wrewryll@ BeSi HaDLWL - HHDTL 6 HEOLOFFT)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you very much for giving
me the opportunity to speak at this historically important
Adjournment Debate. First of all, let me thank the Hon.
President for taking the initiative, going through the entire
process of completing the IMF bailout package and
rescuing the country from the disaster it has been facing
since last year.

When the President made the Statement about the IMF
bailout package, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
requested for a debate on that and particularly mentioned
about walking the talk - those were his words - repeatedly
asking the Hon. President to remain in the House until the
Debate is over. I was thinking that the person who
mentioned about walking the talk would remain here until
this Debate is over. The President straightaway said that
he need not wait because there are so many other
Ministers who are capable of answering all your
questions, issues and misunderstandings. But, very
unfortunately, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa himself, who
requested for the Debate and talked about walking the
talk, has finally left the Chamber and now I am talking to
the Opposition benches, which are empty. So, it is very
unfortunate, Sir. But, that is the reality. They are here
only to criticize; they are here only to mislead the public
and when it comes to real suggestions, they are not here.

When the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and the
entire Opposition criticized the IMF Agreement, they
came up with very silly reasons; there was no substantial
reason. One of the reasons mentioned by the Hon. (Dr.)
Harsha de Silva and even by the Hon. Sajith Premadasa
was that that Agreement was not shown to them. Is that a
reason for them to criticize the Agreement? It is there in
front of you now. Why do you not make whatever
possible suggestions you have? Then, let us get together
and include those suggestions also in the Agreement and
move forward. That is the appeal 1 have to make to all
these empty chairs.

The President, many a time, told the Opposition,
"Come up with a solution. Give me an option. What is the
option available?” He was prepared to consider that
option and move forward, but there was not a single
occasion when they came up with a solution, but only
came up with criticism. Now, I wish to ask a question
from those Hon. Members. Looking at the broader picture
of the economy of the country and the suffering of the
vast majority of the less-privileged population, which
results from unbearable cost of food items, fuel and
utilities like electricity, in short, should we work out a
solution to end their sorrow, misery and grief or not? If
you answer my question in the affirmative, there is only
one option. That is, to cooperate with the Government
and extend your support to this IMF bailout package.

Sir, it is most appropriate to mention here the phrase
"failure is not an option" associated with the NASA. In
the same way, we cannot resort to any option which will
propel us to failure by opposing this bailout package. So,
if you have an iota of compassion for the people of this
country irrespective of their religion, race or ethnicity,
you have to give your consent to the programme, putting
aside political or any other differences. Can we afford to
miss this opportunity? Or else, can you suggest an
alternative? What is on the table is a very comprehensive
economic programme. Do not try take up some isolated
elements and reject the entire package. Look at the view
of the forest, not at the trees.

For restoring fiscal sustainability and strengthening
fiscal discipline, very ambitious, primarily revenue-based
fiscal consolidation accompanied by fiscal institutional
reforms and cost recovery-based energy pricing will be
introduced by this Agreement. Another important
element is a strong social safety net to protect the most
vulnerable. We know that we cannot wait till full
economic recovery to provide relief to the poorest sector
of the population. An allocation not exceeding Rs. 187
billion will be made available to strengthen the existing
cash transfer programmes relating to Samurdhi, people
with disabilities, the elderly citizens and patients
suffering from Chronic Kidney Disease in 2023. Also
under this programme, the fuel prices will be determined
on the 2018 price formula and will be adjusted once a
month to ensure cost recovery. The electricity tariff will
be adjusted every year in January and July to reflect the
cost. An independent National Debt Management Agency
will be set up according to global best practices. I wanted
to mention all these elements to show that this very
comprehensive programme covers all aspects of our
reeling economy.

One of the most popular criticisms put forward by the
Opposition in this Debate is that the Government plans to
privatize profit-making State-owned enterprises in line
with the IMF Agreement. I must say that those arguments
and criticisms are obsolete or archaic and are far away
from the modern global concepts of privatization and
competition. Government cannot do business; businesses
have to be run by businessmen. Governments are run by
politicians, not by businessmen. Businesses are run by
businessmen. Government uses people’s money, but
businessmen risk their own money. So, they are careful.
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But, when it comes to businesses run by the Government,
nobody is responsible or accountable for the money used.
We have been just running those enterprises. That is what
we have been doing. We have been running those
enterprises - they have been making profit - but that does
not mean those have been running effectively and
efficiently, that they have been making enough profit, but
they should have.

State-owned enterprises tend to be monopolies or
restrict competition from the private sector. The
Government cannot boost overall employment by hiring
workers for the State sector. State-owned enterprises do
enjoy hidden subsidies in various forms including
preferential borrowing costs, lower rents or taxes.
Therefore, Sir, time has come for us to critically look at
whether those profit-making SOEs are actually, in real
terms making profit. So, it is in that context that
divestment of State assets comes in as part of the
Government’s restructuring process of state sector
enterprises. Therefore, we need to strongly support
President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s State  sector
restructuring plans to reduce burden on the people. When
there is an economic crisis, you need to make sacrifices to
safeguard the country. Therefore, it is imperative that we
sell some of those ventures to protect the economy. You
might have to amputate your leg to save your life; it is an
existential choice.

Sir, I wish to conclude by reiterating the fact that the
business of the Government is not to do business, but to
provide a conducive environment for its people and
investors to carry out their activities freely and
competitively subject to a strong regulatory mechanism to
ensure maximum economic and social benefit to the
people and the country.

Let us learn from the successful models of
neighbouring countries like Singapore, Malaysia, India et
cetera, who embraced the open economy much later than
Sri Lanka did. Let us make patriotic decisions not only by
heart, but also from the brain. Sri Lanka is clearly at the
crossroads and let us make the right and futuristic choices
for the sake of our motherland and for our future
generations.

Thank you.

@6 Berdss OB
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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1t being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
23rd March, 2023.
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