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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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PRIVILEGE: LETTER NO. F/03/2023 ISSUED BY
CHAIRMAN OF ELECTION COMMISSION
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Finance)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I request your permission to
raise a Question regarding breach of Privileges of the
Hon. Members of Parliament.
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As you are aware, the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte
raised a Question of Privilege in Parliament regarding the
Interim Order on Case No. SC/FRA/69/2023.

The letter bearing No. F/03/2023 dated 08 March,
2023 submitted by the Chairman of the FElection
Commission on the same subject to the Hon. Minister of
Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies
has further breached the Privileges of the Hon. Members
of this House. The Hon. Speaker has accepted the
Question of breach of  Privileges raised by Hon.
Premnath C. Dolawatte and presented it to the Committee
on Ethics and Privileges. It is a serious offence to
implement the Interim Order of the aforesaid case before
hearing the said matter and making a decision at the
Committee.

Tabling* the letter of the Chairman of the Election
Commission, I request the Hon Deputy Speaker to refer
this matter, too, to the Committee on Ethics and
Privileges to conduct an inquiry. Further, raising this
Privilege matter, I request the Hon. Deputy Speaker to
advise all relevant authorities not to proceed further or
take any action on the said matter until the Committee on
Ethics and Privileges concludes its inquiry.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, now, this matter has been
referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges by
you. So, that issue can be discussed at the Committee on
Ethics and Privileges and I request you to expedite the
inquiry at the Committee. We have all the right to raise
this matter. - [Interruption.]
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Sir, according to the Standing Order relating to the
Privileges, the Hon. Speaker has to bring his mind to bear
whether there is a pima facie case. 1 only asked him
whether there was a prima facie case. The impartiality of
the Speaker is being put into question.
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asked the Minister of Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of Mahaweli Systems that have
been established in Sri Lanka;

(i) the names of those Systems;

(i) the contribution received from the
Mahaweli Systems to food production of
Sri Lanka from 2015 to date, as a
percentage in relation to each year,
separately; and

(iv) the steps that would be taken to enhance the
above contribution even further?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the power generating capacity of Uma Oya
Power Plant;

(i) the amount of money spent for its
construction;

(iii)  the plant factor of the said power plant; and

(iv) the date on which the aforesaid power plant
is expected to be integrated into the
National Grid?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath - State Minister of
Power and Energy)
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AT MAWANELLA
DEVANAGALA RAJA MAHA VIHARAYA: PRESERVATION
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the ancientness of the Devanagala Raja
Maha Viharaya in Mawanella in years;

(i)  whether archaeologically important
evidence have been found from that temple;
and

(iii) whether necessary measures have been
taken by now for the preservation of such
evidence?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)

©0 Bewdds mOsnemnd®B, 90 yEmHwed B8End
°®eud.

(&)

)

(i)
(iii)

568

g edfnBm good wmde &8O
G3)0RY0 YOWB, @B OB, EHNJOT
@OB @B GHORD gwrs ©m »EeD. T
e®etds.

85y oo 125,000z woced 8O g
©OB0dm DadDwo Dass WE DO e &
Comedsy §m00iens 0. ecdBOE BEOmw
280 O B Yol gw BEi®w 8D
eFDHO C1OD. VD@D §nO OO Bomed
Qomedn ks woced (B.0. 455-473)
g0egi eDewo WOy PO weHs’ ©d.
0eE® ecdmnc 88 88w g 01, sgdm
SeSwd G5 WICWO awrs YOR. ecdmec 83
B8 g 02 88w sed» BOEAE®HB® (8.9.
1153-1186) mocwd @ws §OB. oCHEed
92380 8800 &8 88 88w, ecdmoc g 03
enE GBw BREB § CoeslBownr Coaess mEwd
(B.0. 1592-1627) gqws . @® amd >
B30 ¢ BOBT® EO® e8IHw@ 82510008z
81018 PO 800 GD.

2.

2. 1941 D8sed s05Y Hw@be 1623 &
005 Beazro.

@OOE gl  BOmWO oD
©¢08mne®sInd D853 1941.12.1253 &0 8¢
W0 @B O&0De.

e 1941.12.12 8 gom 8829 ¢ov 010 wrw®
OBsY o8 dOmes ecs @ed
»oB 2.

* 9B® nedvenwns 8¢ WO GBS 85
WEBN OO EEIBIOD WS SaBEs0 S
@0 e® ©1ed BBOD O BO.

o SuBlen veduvemwr 8cewid HyoDs
3002y BROBO Dabizmnm BBO 0o 3680
208D ©E» 05T mE oD BSws
@Ces 5@ BIVO gqog ®OWn B BSO.

e 70 camed &nne woomeans wewo
B ©a¢o ©B3® B¢ BB©.

o 1984 Dbl wWrnuwed muoIGD wmes
Roe.

e 1984 D8uedl Brxnn 8 Aan WSO @E®
o0 ens BOS.

e 1984-1988 Bznn 8 Bglen O®8O Swdw
o0z enw BBO.

o BerY 01 Re® ¢BEisews’ k0 Snn mS
By @edns weduenws BBO.

o 20112 Q5® @D wedeens BBO.

o 935 DS B¢ WS B Boya BBO HYed
G eC® »BWO 50 BApen B8E® wo
@80 Bwided Bnd® o  G¥A
wodFeenwd goas Dlmnn BHIS &g
RBe.

e 2011 eseo 2018 D8swsIB 3B vawed
G818 w0 By wecreanes BBE.



569 2023 @& 10 570

o Flmed 883 Gy oFan» 8owxs B3O,
sB08mmE @m0 BHLEBLINDD ¢ B BO
B ymawd uf BIO.

¢ B oCo» v 8BB8enEoc @0 S
OBO wewo GiE8m D10 wY ®anwsy
BErenn BIO.

o 2006 d¥zed 80 @R Hhimed A
»Own 8g BHIOO godese OB IO
D8WE®e  ®wr RS 8BIE®E
88950.

o Hhmed o wewr BEE gsem
el ew¥dew EC B0 WOEH
RBO.

o HOHwO @ed »EDe® 0@ gyoOd,
0B 500 ¢Oo, BeIHcTO® 0O
800 ¥ O BBe® »¥Oo; @wl®.

(a0) acog @z0ed.

O @@wOd YudSF Owmo

(orenTfl@ Qramwl wewibiflev)

(The Hon. Mohamad Muzammil

OO ¢ @BROA, BENC o {5iznd Rdne0 &nAa.
@0 Bewdss mOsnemnO®B, @ ydmwed goe sePB
@R 0L YED® OO BwsIn OGS OBIEH® anmDo.

®G BT 3OS wm

(orenrflg gwhs Fwrefr)

(The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera)

©C Bewdess mOsne®mn®B, ®ed ¢nd y@mr 6w 0®wl.

OO #HOBNOB, ©® DEDe Sodvers® cnd,
NEODBS  0¢sc1eT  HodOm  KOI0m  ©Rew®
eDvews’ Brna O HFFOWE Dibm 0085y Bedm O
RIS c5Tmd #B. PAWEYD WBIT OBV HSdes
B@0med BB wen O Bwdnd Byewn. »HES, OO
DOGH D WOI N8 Hewo. DPYB 0D BORCTHEE HyoBes
B@0me, BEesNOOw OBYS® yoBess wW®iome, &
D1ed® EBD MosIend®m 83codes B@0me §1€ Dnewsy
8300810 B®ICH BRCE Y wmw B0@ 05 B HOeH ®
eOmEmO  Dilm 085 Bedmdr »O oS
B@0mun 8 DOOeDE B8 BOOOE G Owo Bwwadw
280 Sod-euelen owmew 92R3e® mbuew W»odxsT
Bodmy D gud 0D Hew. o® BRO B, BHEVHES
@I o8 @0 ©DeW® edvewsy Brxna OB
06 ol 085 Bedmr. @ v BO8s,
G0 GBI PYMOD bdewo Wby wy W@
gawed o BBe® s Beoed oD GO
BEDGHED0w@OB. & amd glne S5cFDdw 8857 acg
Bew 90 ¢@msdowd & weIVewsy § 9CE® @83wsx
®EO et 081 ) ©wH IO YIRWO B B3O
8¢ meor. 8, 2023 £53008 11918 ¢ &503s8 oFm»O
0®s3 Swonem QOwW, drNIvBn®ied cuecd ©n
BeE HyodEn wsmn «derw Pyodes ganme
BEOFO0w0 APy e BwosOm ABBO af80sm
Bec cueed 8z Bedmbdi. "yohden, ©E&Om ww
G8eTOm B YRl o BIL" @ Somamd
wOerd &n® PS/EAD/08/35 ¢om» 88w 90, & n€xsy
yS0ERO, YOS Om B e owd E@0mwes
RO B WO »HO, 8O eucind adas cuecl Co

B3O wew 2o 9CEY @@y BHNEWO ewd WOsIH
Bwo wcHs’ O Beadmo.

e® Bwo & qog Bewm amd yodes E@i0mes
el HFmwxw  ymeed o8 @ B0  yoBese
©¢dned@xIndd  Aeadm gdEMd g’ @88 oD
Beadmdr. @m0 OHDCHO 0® xR Bbedr W DO,
& 90D aong cuect CeRsIesy Y. e@ime, D
eOOA Bbeda BonE y@rwmued @) OB Bedsy 2O
a8 es¥mdn. O #@BROB, ¢, MEHHHEJS ecugIest
c0e10 @0 wy B Yedm Srn® O e®
DI FOS 0¥y e Bedmd. 0®m mOG, ¢z PLBEYO
BB DBIE YD E@0mw 0D Beadsiesy. e@m
D08, BOCHBEO® Dvwidwdr, MGBInerdm Bwidwdnt
@0E Bedsiesy. B EGm 91ed BBOD -ymnwd
o BEOO- gdne SHHEO0WD, & ed® Bsw ®Id
2@mBO0w@0 oy wpemensy & By eBBwe ¢’
BeOE Bedmrd; B0 Bedmdr. 00 ¢OBROSA,
e® BEICO Rn® 0¥t HwWw®bnw e®imute Bw ©©
GDIOBID I OBE.

©G 8¢S Bm@snwm dHmo

(wrenryflg allgip allsArwpruds)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

@G Bewdes mOonemn®B, 8Eed®sinedd wd®n
g ooBsy 8 Beadm ICw O® demzn CGu® DD
B ¢88 0dsIes] oy ©® smynE woerddmIw WIBIB
288w BedsTesis 0® i8Ee®@mndd. 938 mceedd &0
QOE  PROBBD W BB BeRIRDB WO
28Ee®@nd0 988ur WmOmD. Ve FPRE GWIBHD
el BB YD WOED eWECHD. OO OFEROA,
QIR O WSy B BEICD oww A Edn c¥ndwn
28 9838 wicedd -wh o FnmEeD- WIRSO I
@esIH®.

O @D YudSF ®wm

(omessrLyifl@ Guramwt wpeibiflsv)

(The Hon. Mohamad Muzammil)

@G Bewdds mONemROB, ecB ¢nd y@Bm»W@ ©d
8 DeFeahd) OTEH evmda.

®S; ©®IBé DeEed) Dvmo

(omessrLyifl@ sriflesh] suGeGLimL)

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)

©0 Boewdss mONeHROB, OB andt yEm®
205I) DG Ca 20 BEACO RIN0 &nBa.

O #OBNOB, @drnFeE 883 edmeE J8®w
Swidw w@sTRewesy 813 NS Bedm BHEFOGO ©®i
IO OB O ¢Pdig @O WEBT HIOE IO,
e DO HOOE 08B TIcEIB eWBIE WS
0B85 BE&rews 00 Beoads. vd8, svuBe ded
ot nEd Onon@ed VOBGHD v WYLSOTed
O IDeRsY HOOE wDERD Be»HO® WiWo ¢esd yOOsT
Ym0, G B @0 WIBnY, eRedd BJWLE iy
&0 OB, Sy BOY gy 2o8wwesIoe ¥y g
BOFO aD@s SNEDO ©wswedsy, wvwewsloewrsy 8x
80mw eedsisy ooy odm Vs eE, edBWtm
Bmen OO HOOE 0@ DIcEIBIB -OO eRedd
BEGmG- 8 WO 05D, LOEFeE 8853 @cdmoc
Ces@mn Bwas ewedidem ®BwWH OB HFFOGWO et
DO yodsy yOw Bwcy ¢8O cvemm. ogdGe
cOEOE a8 0® BEAcD wimdh mEo.



571 208Ee®@xInd 572

[©6{ ©28 & DeEemhd) ®nmo]

©0; 8S@ BS8Bow OBIER@e gesrt w®w & omDBDO
B®ITD Jewo. 0 08 O 8O SwcBuB @DdnT
Dnsied S8sY @® yodem Bmwd aws YBews? S
y@rme B8OuWnd yldocesio dg uem® «dew o &
Bedmrydn. O 50 aFen 6 eom By S0 esednl®m
eldug B8wO YA SO Ded® odm RS
BESrenw D5 gamcwd gien md eom Beadmd. & Hewo
O® RIN®IEnST 1B OB BB, HIOE wDERD BLHO
wOer & BwdEdime vl m»HY Gded® e®
Bmdedimed R Bomdems O oMY OO
Cah @¢¥m Ol Bweo.

®C 8¢S D@06 vmo

(oressrLll@ allgip aldbSlrwprids)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

@0 Bewd®s Osnemn®8, 8o 9CEeS megry &

OB BED IECTD JOOBT.

@G 88O 868w Dwmo

(omevsr i@ efrawesr afrdmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)
®©0 Bowdess mODnemnOA,-

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEH)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

o0 8@ BB OEROB, ©o @in®ied
D00 B0 5O RIPed mderns 9e8un HIBTH.

®C 8¢S B @s0wm Wm0
(oressryLll@ algip aldsSlrwpriids)
(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)
BesIm, @S O35 n®.

@S 86g®s B68Bow Dwmo

(oreryflg efrarwesr af rélmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)

O 2LROB, VWIS 00 Dsve ®wOITTVeWGsT
858w mced dods O3 deE wer. I BEAICD R0
@090dBB BnBw g DO, dedsewrsi® ¢Bewl®Om
DOGTD OB BHEODHBO wy el yohdos wom
8:080mw BBe® gBewlvw wIdern & wewr AR »E
8 BEO 00edNS ¢ed e®eddw 6w BRBW e WOmo.

OO g@mPROB, 08yeBWO ycdeHn @¢dnedrInd
08y wooWsvem WOgn Bg WOH CITer Brwdn
B0 y@rmwemB. e®me, & wewo gdas wdon
51D ©00D Bwr. N B, eOBB® DSNHON wBn
9500 Do B OO Beadmr. SO gud Hyode
@c08ne05InD O 8y»y omdm Wiy Bedmd. O
20 BBsem® dn@ed 2dme & wewr 0w mE.
G, VIR®ed M IYETDL Bwo VIO SO
2057Q 8OO emnB Hew. O8 cowiames BemTmnd. O®
Bowdsmw ®»o0» o dFemed, ocBwie ©BDde
@200ed SeOCEecthe O8Oy Bwidtddme Hodese
98w BB 208 D8V ¢BwBw wder ©esd
WO Bedmds. 9uietm @eadddm By a@iwmun®0 &
8EAcd a8 &nBoxTs 0dxm A o&mwe, On® &
Ba0emed ©:08R0m ®mOYD BBuvwnw 200y e Y
O BT 090 & 0805 WOYH WSenL w5IBY 8 Yewo.
& Ded® ©105 C8OH Saddmeds w08 ®OWYH

BBosw 8 0dm. cgp Dwmted s s we O
83w Bwo 35T 005 DB OO J5®H SnrcesrsIw
oy RIed gdme e wodm. F
Bmsedmeds e® O no; B wdELs OGS 8¢
eOC) DNV CE€P EMD nE wWitsews’ SwE &
5@ wowdens @D, wBdm. ¢ge Dsied 18
83 B0 08D wW BBO eewa ¢c€ o €D w® &
BEedew BHwstOm @WOmD. YW, @DessndmO
EMEEOB OO JX®Y Swrdedimdws @IV cecr ©€wD,
8080 ©¢dmed®sind Ded® Pdmwm Godm o
@I WOED @@ RWS EREHE WICHE PBIW
ORwB 8¢ WO oy & Bw ©° RI©esy
e®eddewrsy @CERy 8B3mD), Oc®Fecdhe SOy
B0, OOV, 8@ Bwrceiim® @w Dodvewsi®
eNEeDBRO® Oy  SwidEtume B8O Beds
20 @wW§ BB Bwo.

RN Wedy 80 wews e® SIEGBOED
OBYm. ¢ IR wdw ANE BFFOwD 83 D FI¥H.
DG, I acg BENBST 0w #8FE o® 8EAcd
ewIs AR Ow edrmy BwEr O® eveddews’ eEEd
85500.

®©C BgS B @s0w6m Wm0

(wrenrll@ allgim allsHrwprdsa)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

®0; Bewdes DOiznemn®B, O® BwidedmDE ®S;
em S8 x¥cwsy Dwmlelcs B8xY 8D  gowsy
oCRe moegy & B8O Dty OB WOyn
DO yoosy. 00 O5IEnOB, In® 9B8ud me
0wddsnd and, O VIR OO BBEE OO B
ABBeemw WO WE 9B VOGYR @@ BwWEr ©63w0
AT, & wew ©0 O O ¢dww ecsis.

& OF®O® o Bewdds »Oivnemnd®B, ¢8 o® ud
©D0 ¢ ® e, B® BE yGDeTO® B imwst
wodeme BEOO PG owd 928z 0dmD »E,
860e1 E¢sdmedrined cuecd @ & »Ogn WO
ey @8 98 G e DO.

®S Bewdsns S5

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

gdm gom 7 -1321/2023- (1), ©d; @dB8k n®8
Bedo) uBIB® - [een obow ne 2».]

gdm gom 8 -1327/2023- (1), ©6; 9z S5y@az¥ wmn.

@O @Bz 5Y®asT Owmn

(oressTyifl @ @)agrds ramaLwresr)

(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)

©0 Bewdss mOmnemn®B, @ 68 yadmw awmo.

®C ZesI® Sewn® SWmo

(omesstLyifl@ Lreessrer remTginis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

©0T Boewdss DOnemn®B, »ESsTH ¢@imsn®s
005e0sY @ O® yE»wWO BENJ A 8O wewo B ecmm
DB 9EE B350,

g @ Enm 988en’ BEOO Bowlw wmo» GE.
flearreme) LM GCIMIT (G HVTSBID FLON LIS &L 1 swemuil_ LIt 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.



573

O 9B 5@zt Bwmo

(orerfl@ @)agrd ramewrer)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
©C; Bewdess mOsne®mn®B, ©d; Ons »NEHHS

3 OBn@ens’ ydmw gvsImy ©0 gdEd e¢sIm). e®@®
Pm0® ABBE YEDBE 0O Bedm.

@0 Bewdss 50965
(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@ y@»W@e, OO OBIEH?

O 9B 5@zt Bwmo
(oreryll@ @)agréd ramewrer)

(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)

OO0 OB BNBENBW S G OBROA, -

G Berdss HAOIBNGEHR)

(orenryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Oen® y@» g5 W, © OTEHOSA.

O 9B 5@zt Bwmo

(omevsrLLll@ @)agmd remeLomedr)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
®0 Orndwem WS esIm, ©d Bewdds

DOTNEDROB. ©J; HOBROH, Sod VINSIeesy ryde
ovYe,-

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

RN DH® B WO IO EBHEB FHOBIBY.

gdm» g 9 -1457/2023- (1), oo Osimm &Oc

®awogsisy Owmo.

@6 B3nm gOF SwsagsIm Owmo
(orerfl@ FbGa S)L06D LT WITF)6iTeT)

(The Hon. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunna)

OO DDBNEHROB, & OO yEdmw gvws .

O YB5IB CmRo® SWmo

(orenTfl@ NrFeTer remTdnis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

00 Bowdss DOemnOB, Ovdm  gcem

2@ 005edsY @ OO YEHWO BENS e 8® wews
0B D DCHS 9C R B Do.

g O Enm 9E8en’ BERO Bowlw mom GE.
aflsarirsmer LM GIDIT (G BTSN FLON LG5S HL 1wl LiLiL’ 1 ).
Question ordered to stand down.

®6 Beradss mAOrznEm )

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

gdm gom 10 -1503/2023- (1), oS emIBE @endEIH

OIS - [een 08w nE 2>.]

©¢D DOG.

2023 @82 10 574

8les gdvivm ed BuSBwndsTed wgumd

BWYO® 5% B w8Bw: eRimdBwnl
»esI 8®

au/u1 sevalldF Caremeu earifluiisefleir o L (Hmeyd

Adgeor, HLaIsalld FBIsbD: Ceorssi FI_H vlLpsd

EDUCATION EMPLOYEES' CO-OPERATIVE THRIFT AND
CREDIT SOCIETY LTD.: INTRODUCTION OF LOTTERY

864/2023

2. ©0 §dlm 8BS Pm (OS5 @STHes DeFed Dvmo

@dxn00)

(oressryfl@ ysPs LTt - wrassrLLdlE Crramewnr LisssTLTT
FMTLITS)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
Rohana Bandara)

e0ge, Da€nds W @wId POWBHDI ¢PimBSIersy &y

ydme - (1):

(a) (i) 8w gy 0D BuEBmBsTed wumo
OWPSO® Wy ww ¢ w8Bed DEHSm
80C5EIBw S8BT @ComdBws vwesID E8®0
B OSsT 83z O

(i) & cOpeEds O wdBed wIEmwsied
OB e GBsE 100 Gees
@m0 BB e ¢o8%T 835 PO

7@ es¥enie?

(0) ®@@8WwsI0 €ww 800 ¢ Yo eCmABwn wewo
00s5] OO uOIBTVewsY ¢®@imsnwn B8s5Y KB CAB
8Bwdo mDedc wsIs) On@r 0O wwidd (IO sIe?

() ozndeen®, d Sxie?

QUTHEHH, eurewill LWHMID 2 euTeyll UTSHIGTLIL eDLF

Fewrdh CHL L allesrm:

(o) () a/u sevalld Coemeu sarfluirsaflssr L (Hmeyd
Asamer, sLausalld Fhissslar $HEUTmSW
Blifeuragdleri Gerssi FI O Terenm )
WYsULBSSIuSDE PwWHF ClFig eumdlesTpevTi
STEITLIGH SHUJLD >

(i) ophers SFFBSSI@MBLI Y BISSSEUT
sefler  aflpliullery)  euiseflllmbg 100
murew  pailGaspe YupHsg eipslst
MEVTIT 6TEITLIENSU|LD 5

Sjeui yWleurymr?

(=) OBIBSHUTHEBBGHS BLGIT  6ULPEIGHEISDETH6Y6T6T

UeThemg Clevrdsi FI(HbsTs @gishslwen ClGrLi

Ll6b jemoFFesrmsd 6T(hdSHLILIL 66T [BL_6111q.d56% d>56iT

WITED6U 6TETLINS SjsuiT @)FFemLd@ Smlafltiurym?

@) @G, srsir?

asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food

Security:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) the current management of the Education
Employees' Co-operative Thrift and Credit
Society Ltd. is trying to introduce a lottery;
and
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(i) an attempt is being made to charge a sum of
100 rupees for it without the consent of the
members of the aforesaid society?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the steps that will be
taken by the Ministry in regard to the allocation of
money kept for granting loans to the Members, for
a lottery?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there is a severe
medicine shortage in government hospitals;

(ii)) the funds received from the Indian Credit
Line for the purchase of medicine; and

(iii) the measures that will be taken to address
the medicine shortage using that money?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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The next speaker is the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.
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(omevsrLyLl@ eFeusiT G\ TevsTL_LOT6DT)

(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Are the eighteen minutes over so fast?

@O Roe305:e) OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Okay, I will take your word for it.
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afl_wib FlwmrsaLi

Hon. Presiding Member, 1 would like to say just one
last thing in terms of food security and self-sufficiency.
For decades, those terms were thrown about without any
substance as to how to achieve them. Food security is not
achieved by producing every food item you need and self
-sufficiency is also not achieved by producing every good
you want to consume. We have noticed that there is
always a comparison between Sri Lanka and Singapore,
that we need to make Sri Lanka a Singapore and whatnot.
I would like to remind everyone that, today, Singapore is
ranked number one in the world for food security, but it
produces no food of its own. Singapore is also the biggest
exporter of oil, and yet, they do not produce any oil of
their own. So, the lesson we have to take from that is,
how to use the resources we have rather than trying to
portray a picture that is not true.

Because I am short of time, I would like to say just
this. We have to understand that Sri Lanka is a country
filled with a diverse group of people; there are people
from different sections of society in different parts of the
country who speak different languages, worship different
gods, who have different sexual orientations and whatnot.
But, at the end of the day, they all are protected by the
Constitution of Sri Lanka, which is why the President and
the Cabinet have proposed the Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment Bill, through which a lot of
diverse changes would be seen across the board because
given the current situation, we are not in a position to
leave anyone behind.

Also, there is one more thing that needs to be noted.
Despite all the issues that are faced right now, we cannot
dive into anarchy. Diving into anarchy, the main factors
promoted are discrimination, racism and hatred.

However, 1 would like to ask the cooperation of all
the Members in this House, including the Opposition
even though they choose not to give it.

Once again, I would like to thank you for the
opportunity given.
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Whereupon THE HON. WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE left the
Chair, and THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE
HON. ANGAJAN RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Then, the Hon. D.B. Herath. You have 11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

®5 HEsY esedd ®vmo

(oressrfl@ gevmesr QuUGTym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

®©0 Bowdss 0D ©wIsAnd®B, e® DO
®BO0em 088N Bedimrems WO Bedmrdo,
B8 WED En¥cw wy 60 98usx Om J¥ed
Belsted D198 ydme BEAcHD. On® IO



625 2023 @& 10 626

oacewssy 9RO ®OE Bedmbdl, 090(B ¢ 8O -&
Betes Sows? videw- 3¢ OB ¥ O MIEH BE &
emECETO §B8m» D9y e0dnIm Bwr. @® O w¥Ied
IO BHWACed yOBDSewr 9uImd. O HOBROB,
D® vFBed® gw 0O ewivzn NS ¢Bivn o5l & BHwwo
WO IO 00 YEHWO IO VHOE®W WSwo Dwg®n
Ch e’ Bws) 9CE® mIHmOa.

@G BT Y5l Qwmo (edgeg, DS W gowad

808 ™0 g@a1BE)

(wrewrfl@ BedledT LFQTThHSG - euidss, eurewill HMID

2 euTeyLl LUTGIBTLIL| SjeDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce

and Food Security)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka.
You have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Samanpriya Herath. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Niroshan Perera. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam. You have 14
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Samanpriya Herath to the Chair?
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(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Samanpriya Herath do
now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH took the Chair.
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Today, we have also been talking about the
postponement of the Local Authorities Election. We
know that the Election Commission has already
announced that the election should be held on the 25" of
April. It should have been before the 19™ of March, but
there have been several attempts by this Government to
postpone it and the latest one was to say that there was
not enough funding or money for the election. The
Election Commission had asked for only Rs. 4.5 billion.
The Government’s expenditure per day, I repeat, per day,
is about three times that. When the Special Commodity
Levy on the import of sugar was reduced, in just a few
weeks, the loss of revenue for the Government, according
to the Secretary to the Ministry of Finance, was Rs. 15.9
billion! But, only Rs. 4.5 billion is required for this
election. Therefore, I am saying this is really an affront.

Now, the latest trick that has been pulled is, we had
the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Member of Parliament,
coming and saying, “I wish to bring to your notice a
breach of Powers and Privileges of Parliament arising
from the Interim Order made on Friday, 03" March,
2023, in the Supreme Court Case SC (FR) Application
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No. 69/2023”. It was really shocking that the Hon.
Dolawatta could bring this up in Parliament and say that it
is a breach of Privilege! It is absolutely shocking that
such things could actually happen!

Constitutionalism requires a legal and political culture
and durable institutions. The legal fraternity in Sri Lanka
needs to fulfil its obligations while those of us, the elected
Members of Parliament, should look at building the
political culture and ensuring a democratic culture. In
South Asia, including in Sri Lanka, the strength and
vibrancy of institutions such as the party system, the
bureaucracy, the Judiciary and the media are partly the
result of the long experience with universal adult
franchise and a competitive political process. Sri Lanka
has inherited those. Those are our strength.
Notwithstanding the periodic challenges in Asia - we
have had insurrections, coups d'état or subversion of
constitutional values and sometimes, the ruling elite
actually interfering with the constitutional process -
because our institutions are strong, we have stood up to
those. Even in Pakistan and Bangladesh, where there has
been a break in constitutional continuity, somehow or
other, those values have prevailed.

Furthermore, civil society participation through
human rights groups and social action organizations,
journalists and lawyers has also helped that process.

I want to say that the civil society participation is
legitimate in a democracy. Therefore, we must remember
that constitutional innovation is no longer the sole
monopoly of law professionals or party leaders and
everyone, including the President and the Prime Minister,
should recognize that. The civil society also has an
expanding role on the frontiers of fundamental rights.

Finally in closing, I would say even to our friendly
countries who uphold the principles of democracy, human
rights and the rule of law, you must look beyond
individuals and the fear of geopolitical pressures to ensure
that values of individual and fundamental rights are
upheld. If not, Sri Lanka would deteriorate into a conflict,
which we have seen happening every 20 to 25 years, and
we need to avoid that. Therefore, elections must be held
on time and it is not the prerogative of the Executive to
decide that and the Judiciary has every right to say what it
has to say. Do not try to make a conflict between
Parliament and the Judiciary.

Thank you.
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Hon. Presiding Member, we are in a very dangerous
situation in this country in terms of democracy. As Lord
Henry John Temple's famous quote states, in politics,
there are no permanent friends or permanent enemies, but
only permanent interests. Sir, this Parliament is a prime
example of that. If Lord Henry John Temple was alive
today, he would probably do a case study on how
politicians and political parties behave when they are at a
crucial juncture in terms of maintaining or obtaining
power, which leads me to another quote that states,
“Power tends to corrupt; absolute power corrupts
absolutely.”

Sir, I started my speech by saying that we are in a very
dangerous situation in this country. So, we need to hold
elections. This Debate, for these two days, has been
conducted with the Hon. Members of the Opposition and
the Government joining in and expressing their ideas and
with the Opposition trying to convince the Government to
hold the Local Government Election, which should have
been conducted a year ago. It was last year that the
election for the Pradeshiya Sabhas, urban councils and
municipal councils should have been held. But, the
Government used its power and postponed the election by
one year, maybe, rightly so, using the Constitution and
the powers that are vested with the Minister. And, it
would have been before yesterday that that election
should have been held. But, we did not hold the election,
much to the relief of the Government MPs and Ministers.
So, like I said, it is a very dangerous situation to be in.
For the first time in the history of this country, one of the
fundamental rights of the people, the right to vote or cast
their franchise, has been subverted. There is a conspiracy
by the Government not to hold this election.

Sir, this country has faced many a hard time in the
past, starting from 1970/71, where the JVP had a near
coup d'état in this country and thousands of people were
killed, but elections were held. In 1974, again we faced
such a situation and in 1977, because the Government
failed to hold elections at the right time, the United
National Party swept to power obtaining more than a two-
thirds majority.

Sir, I urge the Government, at this moment in time, to
hold the elections that are due. Let people express their
views. The Election for the Pradeshiya Sabhas, urban
councils and the municipal councils has to be held. I
remind this House that we should have had the elections
for the provincial councils, too, five years ago; the
Provincial Council Elections were also not held. I am not
here to point a finger and say that the Goverment at that
time did not conduct them. Whatever the excuse was,
from the three tiers of elected institutions in this country,
two have not had elections for the last so many years.
Therefore, Sir, we must conduct those elections.

We saw today another attempt by a Government
Minister to postpone the election, using the Privileges of

the House and the MPs and saying that the Supreme
Court has violated the Privileges of this House. Again,
that is a very dangerous path this Government has taken.

I urge the House to work together. I am one Member
of Parliament who, from 2021, has urged this House to
work together.

The Government and the Opposition have to work
together in these crises - the economic crisis, the social
crisis and the political crisis; we have to work together.
But, unfortunately, Sir, that plea has not been heeded to
in this House. We still play politics and as a consequence
of the politics we are playing, the people of this country
suffer.

Now, I will wind up because my time is up. Sir, I
remind this House of what happened in the late 2010
when there came up the Arab Spring, of what happened
in Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Syria and Bahrain.
Gaddafi was chased off; Hosni Mubarak was chased off.
Then, the Arab Spring spread to Morocco and other
countries also. First, the people of Tunisia wanted
democracy; they wanted a change. So, I urge the
Government once again, please conduct this election and
let the people’s voice be heard, let democracy prevail and
whatever the outcome is, let this country move forward,
let this country heal. We would support the economic
proposal put forward by the Hon. President because, the
people of this country know, we, too, support the IMF
initiative.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

O OwrIm Besozynwzm Onmo

(oreTyll@ wWHE SFTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Because the time is up, I will wind up now. Thank
you for the time given, Sir.

I once again urge the Government and the Hon.
President to hold the election and settle this issue, once
and for all.
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Hon. Presiding Member, it is indeed with deeply
complexed and compounded feelings that I stand up to
address this august but almost empty House, I suppose
because we are debating on democracy or the nuances of
deepening democracy in this country.
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Speaking in English, he was saying that we live in a
dangerous time. Yes, we live in a dangerous time, I agree
with you, because we are divided, because you do not
agree with the Government and because we do not have a
common agenda for Sri Lanka. That is why this is the
most dangerous time to live in, Hon. Mayantha
Dissanayake. Therefore, I tell you, come, I am willing to
give the portfolio of State Minister of Higher Education
to you, if you want a portfolio. Come back, I am willing
to become an MP again. This is not a game of power; this
is about our collective effort for the future of Sri Lanka.

Therefore, I would urge and even beg anybody who
believes in democracy, particularly, those who think that
they are "buddhimath "to join us in this effort.
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intellectuals 88a¢d= ©0¢ @B wd0sIms. Sir, there is
a crisis in this country. It is not merely an economic
crisis, but a crisis of intellectualism, a crisis of our
academic culture.
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necessary investments to permit the absorption of wind
and solar and to introduce services such as wheeling."
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.33 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday 21st March, 2023.
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