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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of
Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public

Petitions.

YAHORO D:18m B8Enoy
QT % EHd & 6UTICLPsY allewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO QBB

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@m gom 1 -2/2023- (1), ©6; D8x3¢ BedE8 Owmo.



361

@G D83 BeBBB ®wm

(oreryflg Fibs allGedm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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@G BBt (300986) 8 0f@LwsIm Swmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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C 28 wew ©B ¢ MCHE 9CC BSma.

g @z EnmwE 988 BEOO Bewlw wom &
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Question ordered to stand down.

OvMOS P med vB8mes vy O8uxIOBsT
®@120): 2308332 B@

SHETLY LOTEUL L GFHl6V eMLISTON LoMHMILD L TLISHT 69 L_63T

STeurtl LullT &G Fiiens: HHPTL L Ijfley

PINE AND TURPENTINE TREES IN KANDY DISTRICT:
ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION

379/2023
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(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
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wrgl;

(i)  GupLiy sremillsst ewwbgisTar LlrCsanissr
wmeme,

(i) e sremflseaflsy Lulfl Ll Herer enLssTEV
WOMID L TUSTENL 6T  STeUFBISeDeT  HSHDHH]
@ saranflasnears LwWliFCFilenssEHTS  @)eTd
LT EQFUID SWITOTTHEHHG — EULPHIEHEUSDSH TEST
Couswevsgl L Gomrsity  swri Qe
(sirens T,

STETUSHGWLD Sj6uiT @)FaFen Lidh@ Smlailiiumrym?

@) Gs1Cme, srein?

asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the environmental destruction
caused by pine and turpentine trees
cultivated in the Kandy District has been
assessed; and

(i) the progress of the programme for
removing those trees?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the extent of government land on which
pine and turpentine trees have been
cultivated;

(ii) the areas where those lands are located; and

(iii) whether a programme has been devised to
remove pine and turpentine trees from the
government lands and give those lands to
the young entrepreneurs for cultivation?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@G BB OO Swmo (880 gPImBRS)
(oressrfl@ BerSi @Ml - FHDTL_6D JyeHIDFFT)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)
Hon. Speaker, the Answer is as follows:

(a) (i) It had been decided at the discussion held at
the Ministry on 19.10.2022 regarding the
Warathenna, Hakkinda Export Processing
Zone to unveil facts regarding the effect of
pine cultivation on the environment by
conducting a scientific study.

(i) The Ministry of Wildlife and Forest
Resources Conservation has reported that
an extent of 3,871.4 hectares of pinus forest
plantation is located in the Kandy District,
out of which 819.6 hectares are on lands
belonging to the Forest Conservation
Department, trees on 40.5 hectares of land
have been felled and turned into indigenous
broadleaf  forest  plantations and
management of the remaining pinus
plantations can be outlined as follows:
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Extent of pinus
Extent Qf pinus forest forest plantations | Extent (?f pinus forest | The rema.lnder Whether or not these forest plana-
plantations on lands leased out for plantations proposed of the pinus . . .
Range . : . . . tions can be given for felling and
belonging to the Forest | extraction of resin | for felling complete- | forest plantation the reason for it
Conservation Department (including in ly in the year 2022 in hectares
2023)
Nawalapitiya 120.3 108.9 10 1.4 | Earmarked for felling in the year
2023
Hunnasgiriya 60.2 (5.5 hectares of it is 60.2 | The pinus forest cultivation on the
on lands belonging to the 5.5 hectares of land belonging to the
Forest Conservation Forest Conservation Department is
Department and 54.7 is earmarked for felling in the year
within the Randenigala- 2023.As cultivation on 54.7 hectares
Rantambe Sanctuary) is within the Randenigala- Rantambe
Sanctuary, it is managed by the
Wildlife Department
Kandy 12.6 12.6 | Cannot be felled as they are turning
into natural forests.
Knuckles Reserve 586.0 Belongs to the Land Reform Com-

(Teldeniya and

mission. Acquisition process is in

Hunnasgiriya) progress. Follow-up action is taken
as per the Knuckles Management
Plan as it is located within the
Knuckles Reserve.

(b) () The Ministry of Wildlife and Forest The Ministry of Wildlife and Forest
Resources Conservation has reported that Resources Conservation has reported that
approximately 16,000 hectares of pinus pinus ~ forest plantations have been
cultivations have been established in established on lands belonging to the Land
environmentally-sensitive water catchment Reform Commission mostly aiming at
areas at present. conservation purposes. Therefore, such

B . . ) forest plantations situated in such
(ii)  Sixty per cent of those pinus plantations has environmentally sensitive areas should be
been established on lands belonging to the conserved, and if any of the forest
Forest Conservation Department, while 38 plantations found in any lands belonging to
per cent of the cultivations has been the Land Reform Commission located
established on lands belonging to the Land outside are disposed of for some
Re'form Commission. The ~ Ministry _Of development activities other than forest
Wildlife and Forest Resources Con§ewatlon cultivation activities carried out by the
has reported that those plantations are Department of Forest Conservation , it
situated in the Districts of Badulla, Kegalle, should be followed up in accordance with
Matale, Monaragala, Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, the standard procedures.
Matara, Gampaha, Ratnapura, Kalutara, .
Hambantota and Jaffna. (¢)  Does not arise.
The Ministry of Wildlife and Forest
Resources Conservation has reported that 00 BBt DessIm wozsod) eFeNs Owmo
there are about 22,000 hectares of (el L srent aushs wriiLrumTLTT)
eucalyptus forest plantations that have been (The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
established and they are situated in the ©0t DOTNEDROB, Ood seHOB g gdme
Districts  of = Ampara,  Kurunegala, °®wr.
Polonnaruwa, = Anuradhapura, = Matale,
Puttalam, Badulla, Matara, Ratapura, DO BBO WEWI®W o 8Bmed 5 VEsIOBsT ved
Hambantota, .Monaragala, Trincomalee, 8900 100w meg 0B Bduemwed ¢das g Onwe
Kandy, Mullaitivu, Kegalle and Nuwara 8800 ©8m WOTDB. VB Rdsicmre emed 0Ol a¢
Eliya. O 8O G 1O WEWIB yo 8Bme 5w DEBsIOBsY @ed
(iii) The Ministry of Wildlife and Forest @OTe  ecwn BB8 Beamds ©® Hwm BvmdS

Resources Conservation has reported that
the pinus and eucalyptus trees cultivated on
lands belonging to the Forest Conservation
Department are managed according to the
forest cultivation management plan based
plantation
production

on the need for
conservation and
purposes.

forest
timber
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@6 88 gD O

(oreryflg peli HamwL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

The Hon. Member's request is a good idea. Maybe, we
will have a meeting regarding that with the Hon. Member
and the other relevant Ministries.

@G BB DessI®™ 302500 eFENG Owmn
(oreryfl@ FLLSHrent susbg wrliLmLedTLmy)
(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
28 wmDBOH -

@G HBE gL Bwmo

(omevoryLil@ BerST H@mioL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

RD, wamds S, we will take some action.

@G BBeg DessIm 802500 €S Dwmo

(oreTfl@ FULSSrent] susbg wTliLmLIewTLTr)

(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
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@G BB 0O Swmo

(oressryfl@ perSi o@mLoL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Thank you, Hon. Member. I would be very happy to
look into your proposal and will call the relevant
authorities and take necessary action.

®©S 8S8®s B6&ow dwmo
(orevryfl@ efrarwer afrdmian)
(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)

29 F 8Se@dcs.
CTUPBSITI.
rose.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)
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@G HBE gHOd Bwmo

(oreryflg pedi HamwL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Thank you, Hon. Member. We will take necessary
action. We will call all the relevant authorities and take
whatever possible action.

8wo BB Bdwemw: Bedmo
Slreuts ured 2_HLSHSP): allurd
LIQUID MILK PRODUCTION: DETAILS
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the major districts where liquid milk is
produced in Sri Lanka,

(i) separately, the quantity of liquid milk
produced in each of the aforesaid districts;

(iii)  the number of liquid milk collection centres
that have been established so far; and

(iv) whether the small-scale milk product
refrigerating technique operated by solar
power has been introduced by now to
increase the storage capacity of liquid milk
products as mentioned in the policy
statement “Vistas of Prosperity and
Splendour”?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education -
(a)  Will he admit that -

(i) a salary anomaly in the non-academic and
administrative services of universities has
cropped up due to the implementation of
the new salary scheme from January, 2016;

(if) a favourable response was not provided for
in this regard despite repeated requests
made by the relevant parties; and

(iii)  an injustice has been caused to the officers
of the said services as a result?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) if so, whether action has been taken to
address the aforementioned  salary
anomaly;

(it)  if so, the course of action taken; and

(iii)  the date on which the said salary anomaly
would be rectified and all the dues are
settled to the above-mentioned officers?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Minister of Labour and Foreign

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) there are safe houses maintained by Sri
Lankan embassies in the Middle Eastern
countries;

(i) the space available in those safe houses is
not sufficient; and

(i) as a result, the housemaids who come to
those safe houses seeking protection
become helpless?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) separately, the number of Sri Lankan
housemaids who are currently staying in
each of the aforesaid safe houses; and

(if) the steps that have been taken to bring those
housemaids back to Sri Lanka?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(24) @G, orcir?

asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

whether he is aware that Sri Lanka has
annually lost about Rs. 600 billion of
Government tax revenue since 2020 due to
the tax reforms that were implemented in
accordance with a proposal presented by the
then Ministry of Finance in December,
2019;

whether the officials who proposed the
aforesaid tax revision had submitted to the
Government or to the Cabinet of Ministers
an expert report on the economic

(b)

(iii)

(iv)

390

consequences that may arise due to the
reduction in  Government revenue
consequent to the tax revision;

separately, in terms of each type of tax, of
the estimated amount of tax revenue that
the Government would lose annually due to
the implementation of the aforesaid tax
revision; and

whether the officials who proposed the
aforesaid tax revision had detailed the
Government about the way to offset the
decrease in Government revenue due to the
reduction in Government tax revenue
consequent to the said tax revision?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

the number of multi-day fishing vessels in
use in Sri Lanka at present;

out of the above-mentioned vessels, how
many have satellite-aided navigation
facilities;

whether the project to provide satellite-
aided navigation facilities for multi-day
fishing vessels is in operation;

if so, the progress of that project at present;
and

the date on which the work of the project is
expected to be completed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @HTCmey, ersir?

asked the Minister of Water Supply and Estate
Infrastructure Development:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) the construction of the water tank in
Mandur in Batticaloa District has been
suspended because payments have not been
made to the National Water Supply and
Drainage Board; and

(i) water is supplied directly from Damana,
owing to that?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) if so, the difficulties created as a result of
supplying water to four main divisions from
Damana;

(i) the number of villages where pipe lines
have to be laid by now for the provision of
water; and

(iii)  the names of those villages?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(24) @G, orcir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture :
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

whether steps have been taken to obtain
maximum contribution of the Agriculture
Research and Production Assistant Officers
to paddy cultivation and home gardening;

whether he knows that a situation has arisen
in which the advice of the insecticide and
weedicide sellers should be obtained in the
eradication of weeds and pest and insect
hazards;

whether he is aware of the fact that the
aforesaid sellers are selling the items
mentioned above at exorbitant prices;

(b)
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(iv)  whether the Department of Agriculture has
taken proper action to prevent the aforesaid
situation; and
(v) ifso, the said action?
If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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2023 in Parliament to the effect that her Privileges have been
infringed, be referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges in
terms of the provisions of Standing Order 118 of the Parliament."
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(wrenryilg Cg.&. 9jeveusgieusv)
(The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS
OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE
INTO INCIDENTS OF INFRINGEMENT OF
PRIVILEGES OF THE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
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Question put, and agreed to.
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USE OF UNPARLIAMENTARY WORDS ON 24.02.2023
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I move,

"That the Question of Privilege arising out of the matter raised
by the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, M.P. on 08" March,

AND OF THE PARLIAMENT AND TO MAKE
SUITABLE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT
REGARD: RESOLUTION
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

»8Hede »nO8. »HPF 8O “» dcedred OBFOSw
adwsy O i & Bw qud o8 oo ocsim.
VIR I» eI YR 0250008 3.

@O DIBNBHD O
(oTenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

%00 Omwe?

o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vmo

(wrewr @ FL L Sgremi] svFagLoeT FiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly..
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Speaker, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

What is the point of Order?

@G BBeg 595 v RO wmo

(wrepTyflg FLL_ggrent meyl amein)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, you are the custodian of our rights. You
have to bring your mind to bear that when a Question of
Privilege is raised by an Hon. Member, to look at the
issue raised according to the relevant Standing Order and
determine whether there is a prima facie breach of
Privilege which arises out of that.

Now, I come to the specific issue. Sir, our right to
raise a matter of Privilege should not be used or abused
for a collateral purpose. I specifically refer to the matter
of Privilege raised by the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte
two days ago in this Chamber, the Privilege Motion of
which appeared in the Order Paper of yesterday. I say
"collateral purpose" for the reason that there is an attempt
to bring pressure on the Judiciary and public officials in
this country through the vehicle of Question of Privilege
in this House. That has to be avoided, Hon. Speaker, with
all respect. What I see is that that is a total abuse of the
process. I also heard the Hon. Member who raised it go to
the extent of imputing motives to a particular judge's
conduct. Whether a judge should recuse himself from a
case before him is a matter personal to him and if he takes
that decision, well and good. And, there had been
instances where, on matters of public importance, judges
did no do that. For instance, late Justice Prasanna
Jayawardena, in the famous case on the then Prime
Minister’s appointment, though his brother appeared
before him, chose to hear the case and held against the
brother. You cannot interfere with a judge's conduct.

Particularly, here, we are bringing disrepute to this
House, abusing the processes and are also creating
unnecessary conflict between the different arms of
government - the Judiciary and the Legislature - and that
1s, for the convenience of the Executive. For the
Executive’s own convenience, if the Executive wants to
avoid an election, so be it. The Executive can come to the
House, put the cap on and say, “I do not want to allow
any election until the next Presidential Election”; that is

his prerogative. But, our own rights and Privileges cannot
be subverted by another Hon. Member, raising a Privilege
issue here and bringing undue pressure on the
bureaucracy in this country - on the Secretary to the
Ministry of Finance and the Supreme Court Judges. That
is a total abuse, the Hon. Prime Minister knows. In the
past also we brought up such issues and tried to impeach
a Chief Justice and finally, this same House had to
reverse that whole decision. That is what happened; this
had happened in the past also. So, please do not allow the
processes of this House to be abused in this manner.

Sir, I take serious objection to the manner in which
this matter of Privilege had been allowed because you
have to, first, see whether there is a prima facie case that
arises and whether the Hon. Member's Privileges have
been abused. Similarly, there was another Hon. Member
who wanted to raise another Privilege issue to ask for a
Select Committee against the independent Election
Commission, saying that his Privileges have been
affected. So, these are all very frivolous issues and it is
unbecoming of an Hon. Member of this House to be using
these different subterfuges to achieve a collateral purpose.
Therefore, Sir, when you take a decision on Privilege
issues, please be mindful of that. You have to, first,
satisfy yourself whether there is a prima facie case,
particularly in this case. Absolutely, this is a total abuse
of the process of this House.

O35 DEBen CrszC TR VDo

(omessTfl@ amiages rTes HesTT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I know that. It need not be repeated.

O DEBew CreszmSrenI DHmo

(orerLfl@ apiager rresmewTT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)

©® 58Ee05Ined FDiBHH DG gadB OB VIDS
NS OB OBID).

®G; ed.08. ®B 2z Do

(oresrLyLil@ T6v.6TiD. oM THT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

eaEdED OO0 e Bw (Himy dwmE »e8
On® Bewded.

@G BBeg 58S v RO Dwmo

(wrenTyflg FL_ggrent meyl am&in)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to refer to Standing Order
No. 83(1). This particular Privilege issue the Hon.
Dolawatte has raised should be read along with Standing
Order No. 83(1), which states, I quote:

"The personal conduct of the President, or the Acting
President, Members of Parliament, Judges or other persons
engaged in the administration of justice shall not be raised
except upon a substantive motion;"

So, what we are doing here is, subverting this
Standing Order and through the vehicle of Question of
Privilege, questioning the conduct of the Judge. This is
totally wrong and is an abuse of the process of this
House!
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(The Hon. Speaker)

We will keep that in mind.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

So, what you have permitted is in violation of
Standing Order No. 83 (1). He should have brought in a
Substantive Motion.

OO DIIBNBH) O

(LomevsTLLOl@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We will look into it. - [Interruption.] It need not be
repeated, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Imran Maharoof to the Chair?
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
IMRAN MAHAROOF took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, the Hon. Member mentioned my name.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
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have to explain myself. What is this? I have to explain
myself. -/Interruption]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No, he did not mention your name. ©5; o8 ®c®
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Presiding Member, he has - [Interruption]

O §8.98. S8 Oe® DeFES Swmo

(orevoTLyfl@ oy T.6TLD. TEHESIS LOSGILD LISSTL M)

(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)

GRow0Ge) ©0; OEROB, @® Ced BrNBBBOI®
0w WOBIesT, 8@ yLnsIn D@ cow 8Bwd,-

O ©8xIe @86 wmo
(wrerfl@ wanlbs ojwrefr)
(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, we must understand this. I raised a matter of
Privilege yesterday. Whatever issue I raise in Parliament,
I can raise it outside as well. I am not worried about
making the statements I make in this House, outside as
well. First of all, I must say that. The issue I raised is
something which we all may face in future. ¢ SeFsed
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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I am winding up, Madam.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO B0 eP¥o OEH®. VIR0 BRFn S»
DEGE B,

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff to the Chair?

@S HBE 30O wmo

(wressryfl@ perSi o@mLoL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Hon. Presiding Member, I propose that the Hon.
S.M.M. Muszhaaraff do now take the Chair.

g S@esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
afleorir ailQSsLILIL (5 s7Hms G TeTarLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) KOKILA GUNAWARDENE left the
Chair, and THE HON. SM.M. MUSZHAARAFF took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Naseer Ahamed. You have 14 minutes.

[2.00 p.m.]

®S HBE 30O Bwmo (88806 ¢Pimsn®0)

(wressryll@ BerSi QDL - FHDTL 6D SjeHLFET)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Hon. Presiding Member, let me start my speech by
saying that the democratic right of the people to elect a
government of their own should never be compromised.
As a Representative of the people, I stand to protect their
sovereign right of franchise at any cost.

I am not in favour of any move to postpone the Local
Government Election or to extend the term of the local
government bodies by a single day beyond the mandate of
the voter and to suppress their right of franchise. I am one
person who expressed my candid views and opinion on a
similar situation in 2017 when the Provincial Councils
Elections (Amendment) Act, No. 17 of 2017 was brought
in. I was the Chief Minister of the Eastern Province

at that time and I know the sentiments of the people in
times of postponement of elections. 2017syd <y sv(H)
2017410 yewr® QFliQuibui wrgd 2090 Hadh H0ps
CapAwsd gnt_Lswwliy, of eBsT 1Pewedld HTHIK TN, dhlev
P)evBIens WohasT SHTHISITV Gurern AniuTeiTewiod L&
uilest (LD CFiiThghHT6dT LOTHTERT FeDLIGHET CHTH6VSH6T (S (hHBLD)
FULcepevsens  BlewmCeummilesrmiseir.
@)susuarey Uy sg150sTas®  @)Heb
HCnTGwr, 9sCerr®) FoubslUl L Chisemsy BHBISH6T

BTBISET  THHETS

SHTOUPLD  FeTemL_
eTe0@emhd  CFihgIsHTedT
S ETILILE Teneuds
6TOTLENS BT6iT @)bs @)L SHHlV ehrLsepLl L af (oL sCmesr.
wrewryflg Fdlg LIGTgTen oeuisst HewwdFrmTs @) Hbd
STVSHVGTeT @)% @)L bGupmal. @)srmy people’s franchise
o uppPls CuASEGTEITIY (hSHSTDOUTHERBE 6T6T b

UHGurl eigser. Sy emsuimey,
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At the same time, there are occasions where
exceptional circumstances such as crises and disasters
may mean that holding an election would potentially
introduce greater threats to human life and security. The
problem was laid bare as the Coronavirus gandemic
spread in 2020. Between 21% February and 2™ August,
2020, at least 69 countries and territories across the globe
decided to postpone their forthcoming elections.

The electoral system that was introduced for the Local
Government Election in 2018, for the first time, was a
method based on combining the features of both the
Proportional Representation and the First-Past-the-Post
Systems, a system that is inherently plague-ridden. A
number of local bodies, during the period of the past five
years, has failed to pass their budgets mainly due to
switchover of allegiance by members. Allocation of
bonus seats under the system, which was introduced to
strengthen the administration, seems to have been counter
-productive. The local administration is far below the
efficient and effective administration the lawmakers
anticipated.

On the other hand, the number of members eclected
under that new system was almost twice the number
elected under the previous system, resulting in an
exponential increase of cost. Given the present intricacies
of the cash-strapped State coffers, can we really agree
with the move to elect as high a number as 8,711
members and maintain them, if continue with the same
system? @& Ced® 5D Bwumd, ©8mwesd @dwd g
®OBIDy Bweo. w@& Opposition &z BwsDo, s¥ew DD &
aB>8sY  ©8ed® Bosim  Bwes; local government
members@ 8,700 @y Bweo 3 Opposition Om Bwemoo.
58, Im 08¢ e B VIO Bdews »OTIm. §O
000 Bwmd, efmwsy wed1d g8 oI Bwc. We know
it is a wrong system to continue with. But still, we insist
on having the election just because of personal benefits.
Why do we all not get together to change this system,
come to an agreement on a proper number of elected
members, fix the date and go for the election? At the
Local Government Election under discussion, 16.6
million voters will vote to elect 8,711 members for 340
local authorities, of which 24 are municipal councils, 41
are urban councils and 275 are Pradeshiya Sabhas.
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The motives and causes for not holding elections are
varied and complex. It is important to distinguish these
because occasions of not holding elections are not always
just power-grabs by autocrats, which is the most intuitive
reason given as to why an election might not take place.
The Government of President Ranil Wickremesinghe is
not talking about a cancellation of the Local Government
Elections. Cancellation of elections violates democratic
norms. The Government does not subscribe to that kind of
ideology of governance.

Throughout the past decades, various major crisis
situations have exposed democracies the world over to
considerable challenges in maintaining the normal
functioning of democratic institutions and particularly, as
regards holding of elections. As a result, many elections
have been postponed and held later than originally
planned. In the United Kingdom, local elections were
postponed for a year, until May, 2021, due to the outbreak
of the COVID pandemic. Likewise, the Spanish Regional
Elections in Basque and Galicia were originally scheduled
for April, but were moved to July, 2020. Both holding and
postponing elections in times of crises have implications
for the political rights of individuals under State
jurisdiction.

There are a variety of reasons why elections might not
take place. The international experience shows that deep
political crises such as the one in the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia during 2012 to 2016 can cause an
institutional breakdown, preventing the taking place of
the scheduled elections. Postponement of elections may,
therefore, occur because of deep-routed nation-wide
crises. The causes for not holding elections, therefore, are
deeply complex, but they are not direct power-grabs
always. And, there is no indefinite cancellation of
elections. We experience a parallel situation here in Sri
Lanka as we face the worst economic crisis compounded
with a resultant political crisis.

Then, there are transitional postponements where
States determine that a broader constitutional framework
needs to be established before elections are held. Both
Nepal and Tunisia decided to adopt new democratic
Constitutions before conducting general elections. Sri
Lanka, too, is passing through a similar transitional
period, where the country needs reforms to the local
government election laws. The executive power of the
local government bodies should be vested in a chairman-
based committee instead of a single chairman, as
proposed by the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe.
There is a need to draft laws for this amendment before
the next local government election. The Hon. President
has also stated that a Referendum would be held, if the
Select Committee tasked with deciding on the matter fails
to do so by July, 2023. Therefore, in that context, Sri
Lanka is going through a transitional period where the
constitutional framework is concerned.

There are also technical delays causing postponement
of elections. Elections are huge, complex logistical events
which require a vast volume of resources, laws and staff.
The Nigerian Presidential and National Assembly

Elections of 2019 were postponed by the Independent
National Electoral Commission three days before the
scheduled election date following a careful review of the
implementation of the logistics and operational plan. The
Bosnian post-war elections in 1996 were postponed for
three months due to technical delays. We face a similar
situation today, which potentially threaten the smooth
holding of the elections as a result of the economic crisis.

Finally, there are humanitarian postponements of
elections, where elections might not take pace because of
threats to human life. If disasters and crises, whether they
are natural or man-made, create an environment
unconducive to hold elections, they may be postponed
temporarily. But, at their peak, prolonged and complex
crises could place humanitarian strains on State resources
which address public well-being, leaving public services
undeliverable.

Sir, what Sri Lanka faces today is a multi-faceted and
complex scenario contributed by natural and man-made
factors, which justifies delaying of local government
elections due to all the previously mentioned reasons of
postponement such as crises, transitional, technical and
humanitarian.

On the other hand, at a time when a beacon of hope of
crisis recovery can be seen over the horizon as indicated
by share market indices, currency appreciation and forex
reserve buildup, we can grab the opportunity with both
hands and have a breathing space to review the electoral
system of the local government bodies. The easiest is to
revive the old system of Proportional Representation. We
should be happy that signs of economic recovery is
visible earlier than expected. Look at some of the most
recent numbers: the rupee advanced 3 per cent to Rs.
317.7 per US Dollar yesterday, taking its annual gains to
15 per cent. The appreciation was driven by better dollar
inflows from tourism and remittances. The annual
inflation rate eased for the fifth straight month to 50.6 per
cent in February, 2023, the lowest since May 2022, from
a downwardly revised 51.7 per cent in January. Migrant
workers’ foreign remittances increased to US Dollar
437.5 million in January, 2023 from US Dollar 259.2
million reported in January, 2022. The total number of
international tourist arrivals during January, 2023 was
102,545. That is an increase of 24.5 per cent compared to
January, 2022, reaching 43 per cent of that during pre-
pandemic time in 2018. The country’s foreign reserves
have increased by 4.5 per cent from US Dollars 2,121
million in January, 2023 to US Dollars 2,217 million in
February, 2023. In the Colombo Stock Market, all indices
such as the ASPI, S&P and the turnover are all in an
upward trend.

There is a lot of positivity around the IMF
announcement and more dollar loans are expected with
the approval of their bailout.

©O §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(orevTLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MIILNTT Bj6uTdser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, your time is over.
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G DHBE 3O Bwmo

(wressyfl@ perSi o@mior’)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Sir, I just want to raise one more point. Of course, the
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva was saying that if we do not
have the Local Government Election and if there is no
stability, the IMF will not give us money. What is he
going to say now? The IMF is going to give us almost US
Dollars 790 million or US Dollars 780 million now. The
World Bank is also prepared to give us money and loans
from other institutions, too, are in the pipeline. We are
going to get almost about US Dollars 2 billion within this
month. What is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva going to
say now, that we have not held elections? What they did
was, I must tell them, they gave out a wrong image about
the country to the international community. That is what
they did everyday; they held press conferences every day.

O §RowsN0e) OB n®

(omevsTLLll@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, please wind up.

@G HBE gHOd Bwmo
(wrewryll@ peSi HaLoL)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)
Just give me one minute, Sir.

So, that is what they did. Therefore, I ask you all to be
mature. Keep this country in mind. If you come to power
even after 10 years, you have to have a country and the
economy in a sound condition to govern.

I must say that the IMF deal has, so far, been an
exceptionally hard task. Sri Lanka has faced an
unprecedented delay and has been waiting for about 187
days to finalize the bailout after reaching a Staff-level
Agreement with the IMF. That is, compared to the median
of 55 days it took for low and middle-income countries
over the past decade to go from the preliminary deal to
the IMF Board sign-off. Therefore, we should not put this
hard-earned achievement of the Hon. President at risk.

O § o306 O En®

(orenTLLll@ SeweVemWSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, your time is over. Please wind up.

@G DHBE gOH Bwmo

(wressyfl@ BerSi H@mior’)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Therefore, 1 appeal to all the Members, let us join
hands and support this economic recovery plan of the
Hon. President and postpone the election until we recover
from this economic crisis. Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC - Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you.

The Next speaker is the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have
eight minutes.
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O V5T e8edd Dwmo

(oressryll@ qevmesr QuUGTT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Sir, the Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa said that he
is not coming. Could I take his time? Is his name there in
the list ?

@O o306 BTG ®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemSTHIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

That time has already been given to the Hon.
Chandima Weerakkody.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Sisira Jayakody. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, Attorney-at-Law - State
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Chandima Weerakkody. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I think I have been given nine minutes.
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(orevTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNGTT Sj6uTaHerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No, you have only five minutes.

[a.200.2.36]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. Could you give me just
one second?

- 2w Seval
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(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, the previous speaker, echoing many people,
repeatedly said that the appointment of the President is
doubtful, even illegal. I, as a person who voted for the
President in this House, would say that if anybody doubts
that, he could go to court and get a judgment. Thank you.

O §Roes5006:8) OB G @0

(oreTL @ HeMVMLLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTaerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order.

o6 BBeg 0532 BowlemB Ownmo

(oressryfl@ FLSgrent Fhglo af réGaTiy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Presiding Member, since he referred to me, let
me answer. -[Interruption.] §iwswc® 0o OTEROSA,
WO @ISR O DD @™, [ BEOH]

DG §Roe306:8) OBIE @0

(oressLfl @ HeeVeLSTHRIGD o M6t SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

That was not a point of Order. I mentioned it. Hon.
Nimal Lanza, you have 18 minutes. - [Interruption.]

[g.10. 2.44]
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, Hon. Abdul Haleem. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Anupa Pasqual. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage. You
have 18 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Then, the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage. You have nine
minutes.
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But of course, there are conditions - rules and regulations
- of the IMF, which we have to follow. Even if you, the
Opposition, would, one day, go to the IMF, there are
rules and the regulations you would have to follow.

IMF de owmisieod8 Onm 0nd0sicy 88uisfesy
de? RO emwew®¢ IMF 920 omsieds
osieny? @® ablm ablcews’ emd) dIm & emERsY
20 8C8 ©¢8 ¢? VIO @0 WS Bw Bwo Sed
B0 0590® WOBID .

BICDE ®r OV, B BW@e®OD 00 R WO »3
wsieny sy IO I ¢, 0@ Wmed vdOE, gas
canistersdco e®i» nd® sEEws e® Jed E5mD Swe®
DO B? IO Bdig 0®m B0 BwEo?
e® ©:® Ece®mO® ©® Jed BEE »O8 Bwe® OxTes’.
mede 0® sEE? I a8 0® 08w endEOES eorEEd
@ 8EEc? 48 vomenyFOS ©® Jwd ewedsl wEE
CONCEE ©¢»c? 0® Wmed o owm  Jd, gas
canistersdco v1® dm»mO® Bwed® edsiesi wdE. &8, @®
0O @® PFFOWO v WO Bedsiesy? 8, OB oo
»OsTeny?



497 208E005Ind 498

[06 Doz 0®ed BusIdw |

©@® 000 ¢z Sewsy S Sedn BBOW VRO 0.
88 ¢mm, weDidmwsy ¢ @® 000 o 8ewmmn. I gw
80w o®ewmer ©® m»Om OHID eOimnie?
VIO @® wertord mOnF WO emE FO®
crnemsIm). ©0 &n Do Be®nsy Bwmdr. BOG EWE YOG
OB 530m EOEHBTID VBIes’. e eW¥nd? g5y 0ed
BE5y00 ¢ dewleems OB Ggud VDD, ed EBIDD & 157
0®m O eDEI BeASTesY. eECR BB BoDICHBHIO
0w BT V. EWIVEOE PBID BoDICHWBIO OEWD
BT Ao & e I OB & ewdOE amed oD
95305y, 0@ @® WOm BFVD? @@m Dwr® HOFO®.

eme® Bustess commercial city &m. & endoFDe a¢
touristsco 88cs. 889 AEsID, ©® evddE Sm B8cr. &8
@® nO® RVD? e, ©® RVBHOG? COO Guede WSB
B8 ewen) & Died D@ WOsTesy B DOBFOG BE
@0 EdRED ICHH FOEHD), @30 WDV BwWeO®D
edasen DB 05im), SO eNO® @O e® O
2RI F 0 OB, »D B0 ¢bdm WOsIH HOB ©®
CE3B 00530y, IO 0® Sed B»D 9k Bwud BwE) ©©
BosTesy 53w ©8 0® Jed B0 Bwumd, d Ded ¢wd
Ced ¥mymnd o0vsim Ry BeE. e®mwe, 00 O
0 BOCEO, ©® OncdEYE Bwe® wosies’
Bugeerwed® §ed. 99 Bugecmmeost® oxtm g G
508 JD0 Bwe® edxlerd. & Bw & clowdven D@
DHOFOBIB). ©® GO @®d) ¢OBIB)Y BrNBBBR®IO 98 ecsim.

s’ 0 I Bemdr OO gweem B3w. & Bom
OO OO evedOBEWD BVewInw e¢sies’ Y. ©®
support &z e¢siesy O w3 @® SO RO eBND.
Qe iy Bue sNe®R® emsieds 102, 158 8506 ¢
200B®E  0xim wigd. emsiedd 10, 15 asIB®©0
emsiedd 12m gQew; 1089ew; 5 Hewn. @3B0
emsieds o®my Wi OBCE Ond8w ©Bn®
emsieds mnd e® SISO GO 6 OB EED, due
NEDRE, gosy, OO0 0OB®O ¢y BweE evIdns
080 d Bded emdd ®S O g®H. e@mute @® OB
SED? @® GO ©6 BB Bws) 20 0® BE ewema s
ooy mywr. 8?7 we Yew. BYE ¢, SO Dewg®x
@¢sID) BBWE BN BB, BmBIHOBE Om DS O
& gdme Secestm Ay Bece ¢BImd. & Bwo v §ew.
S BE D@Bow OB @dlSm algcewrsy O
emROBRe® Do BO WCO gldevm, O ©® @i gd
anEe® 0® Ced B 95T eudBO, mid exdEO® @w
B €. ¢ 03IE® Bedmda? ¢ 1t 0IEO Bedmdag?
ac oB9C ovdOE B8O Bedmde? a8 Bwgecsn®
sacrifices mg 8. ©® 6ed I BBIyD WSWO 8 W
BI® me Gnd. a8 “mmd. 8Bedsind Bewidmw
WO 88 2250¢5%05 “mm00. 88 BuE 0Omes mwr. g8
e® 8Bug od ¢t ot A @8 0® ¥FWewd® DORO
OB B @8 Bug 010D e0dH vy 8EO SO O
BosI) B8 08 BusTesy. G HODEmO O @@EdO
Bostesy, sg@0 ®ed O HwEs. RVw stagesdc m»
WODEEO W OV, ¥ B ®» WosIesy @® Jed
B0 D). FIHOO WY BnE oD BHDO O
Fedws Bedmdae? @® SO o uedwn Bedmae?
GensI® 0® “mnd Degs’ evd) (@ Ry BwWEe
B0 Beamdg? sd Iy, »OEDm Dued® ocsIn.

D20E® Bwg® A »OO® ecsim yOOE. Y, I»
©0008 0@ dw wed. 0® §idm glgcews’ emid)
JOO 000 wewlm D v @8 gt @dSm
yReFBwe 98w ¢nd. ¥ yReFBes e® J0 ne Bdw
Gn8. @® S8wO @® JO MR OB Wi @@ Jed KHB®
yBoFBen, @b8m yhodBes Beamm m: Send
oyF35® IMF demsy US Dollars 2.9 billion ¢devn o®
3801g BB, YO FRED g0 WOBIB) YOO @cw oy &
BCEOEY qvd wdylemews’ 6O e uIy Wi a8
(B, D0 BOEE 080 & ot 8EEO8s vwd of
DO Aoy & BEE @8 w3wd WEPPVWIwm®B WS OBIH
R, S8 Bw ger. den® synD oy, dvy, OBWO, A
vy @dOE0 BEE Bwe® WO, avdes efdEORD wEE
Bwe® O 0@ a8gcers’ et O5IB) DWr.

g0 &3¢ Ay eBDBBeRsT® $ricw BwsIny
Q5. Ced ymsindcw demsim dvn. »HH, @@m
E57eamO 00c0¢? o@mute ¢8 0® wimen’? A end
&0 WOBD? @8 BExvew B @@ I» 2250¢5%
@ @D»¢? ©® Ced e S0 edmD? ©®
B5¥cewsy den® eduiesy mw. e® #ricewsy edsiesd,
Ge8w 5 Dm A0 Omn @D OW. ©® Ced BBHIBDD OB
O® DO On DD O.

o@me, @® 8,00020 918 83w 98 @demr Bwed®
e0dsID) A5 & D1ed® Dovmw esngsierns & 83w m;
OHEHD) 00 IBD. 8By O WOHD, @® 225@¢5300
20 Bednmy Dinsy o; 8880 . e® EDHEEID JeBwd
288 Dovxy 82,000 ©s0ew Bedmdr. o @sin Dedtod
OBn® O D500 BDD Dred a8 9¥ Dwwm 500 @
®CY. dmemnd gBxm Dwm 81,5000 e@mualc edeo
Beawlersy? &1 dved BEMBsY gv. €01 o GO
B WO . VB, @® Omed aud 88D O»
Cleews Y. & 8OITVewWsY ¢ud yE®BRS . &
sacrifice o5y @8 ©B8; C1wEB8. evedoBEmd ©®
SO CrodBB. ©0 8880 @das Yy Dwwmen adas
. @8 Woeen wm 98 B8Eeded IO enc
eWEBID D, 300 NWE OGO = ®VEI @® CO
B0@ HOBIDY WD O, 0@ JOO WSE Bedm BmIR®
@0c0® gB. 38 ¢, Jed “mmbed y&Em. e®@mm»
#HBEE ® OV aCensY BusIm) ecws md L.

DG §Roe306:8) OBIE @0

(oressLfl @ SV STHRIGD o MLt Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena. You have
seven minutes.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Yes, Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Thushara Indunil, please continue.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please, wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage. You have
eighteen minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next speaker is the Hon. Udaya Gammanpila. You have
five minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan.
You have five minutes.
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Hon. State Minister, your time is over. Please wind up
now.
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Next, the Hon. Uddika Premarathne. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Then, the Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath. You have
eight minutes.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 10th
March, 2023.
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