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O DONEHROB, 2020 DEsw wewI eE wDERD
2380l D288m Da8md ©® 928w WSS.

e0® D¥md B8 ®mISsTen  wogm B8Eac
2@500aBw CBedam IO ©HD edn e ®E @B
@8 O® ewdssn »SS.

G S@eszn &Y, estwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLiL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

B o200 e 5-14018 810w On
8e5® O WOT CID EOBEWMO 5w
530 5Ted gB880:8:0 RSO

882¢cD Sods gdIm® 6w BT,
ed5)-29018 ©3@m0 83 32252 O %D

»HYHYS BBOO e J BEIED e DR

B Bbedn 85:85E8cd®53ndDO D18 BB
3¢ § Sews OH swIed gnd;
D800
@)evmisnaullsy Liredlest i LiLiewL_ullevrevr
uT@GUT(hEB6T HMID GlLewTSefler 2 flewio
LEmeV&H6T GHMISgIF FMLiLd SHeuewTid
ClFVIGSHIUBETCLPEVLD LITEOIST RLIL|T 6
LMHMILD FLOGGIUGMSH 2 Mgl ClFiIHeV LiHM
QI THSE BT ailsLiLeTHemere

LTy TEpLOSTDSSD S
| Wdbens wil(HeusnaHTer 6@ wpailsir
BewL_GH TV Y Mldhemnds
INTERIM REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE TO
LOOK INTO AND REPORT TO PARLIAMENT ITS
RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENSURE GENDER
EQUITY AND EQUALITY
WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON LOOKING INTO
GENDER BASED DISCRIMINATIONS AND
VIOLATIONS OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN SRI LANKA

06 (eedex) 888 yousteyFded Dv¥dan
(wagdu  swrfd)(@lows)

LT esTThgIL|6iT@6r)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle)

OO WDDNNIWROB, § Comnd g BB-g0e ©w&swidw
O 8cm® O WOy CID eOMUWO ©Y MBIOTed
2BB0B®O® »AD® BEICD Sods D6 ewd »E8sY,
B8 -5018 B ©Y BB OD BHWHS BBOO wy &
B8EDCO owiw A Bw B¥edn :8E8e@xIndd Dilm R3O
e § Sods m0m w9red g0 Dadmd B8 9lBux w8.

(omessryfl @ FST6r65]

OO DOIBLNBDROB, BomBBIHC I WO BO@ISD
o®® Dmd @lBwux BELO Wi SO BEAD &8 wrionds
eDm. ¢ ylods ¢Dw. ae a8, "gw ol aBimed"
BT OO WOEOD WIBIM EB BOIHD. W B, O
¢DwmO 8o 8@ @508 ¢de 365 yOI® Ben® Bnm 5O
@eB. #e q¢ ol gBGmwes, end WBes @dIH
AT

DBI0 0@ O ¢ed aB®mwed. & Ben ®sImd
000edsY @¢ ©dewd8 mIw Wwidw 8 edmd. ged
BTN e3083¢BY, 5519018 ©@sndw BEDE Sode mdm
©D O O DI ¢@imeRwes O DO
WO BI0 BOICHBIOO ww ¥F-goe @ wDw
0nBm WO YBHOFE Qo g E¢WOmD. WO
@080 Buwimd wicEens, & Ded® BB LYo



179 2023 @82 08 180

e WO a8 IO 1R aBD®W, CTHHO®,
@m0, ©® gl ©wY @0WBD wHhm WO OB
B8Eedew 9880l cum O©mnr Bum Iy 00 Onx
DO, @8 wEW BHEWINW ¢WOY BHO BEBBBRO
®® EnBOETn eO®D. IO BEIC yBusBe eom
08 O BmE wyewdorw A BN, ORIV, Cass
2@o38w0n, e@mened oFmOndwe, efedm
eCPORBWO ©ww» ©® wewn WYeWIew Sy Oy
SBsied €O adPeEO Ded® ged O  ©¥Dd
BHeWIHw (WO EEedsTRed ged ©o; Bewlds @
eCmORBwOr, Sodvewsy @uidd OWHGs ww IS
uIBwO, ©w®8m OGO, OER®wece 8Bag
@00, ©® s ©Idwd wwewdns By aBw Bweg
@008 BnBe e OS5 @ BHd) edxo.

@G BBeg (400086) 8E 0f@LwsIm Swmo

(orenrllg FlL_ssrent (vTBld) Hdsd LG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food
Security:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of applicants who have
submitted applications for obtaining loans
from the Education Employees' Co-
operative Thrift and Credit Society Limited
from the year 2018 up to now;

(ii)) the number of applicants to whom loans
have been granted by now, out of the
applicants mentioned above; and

(iii)  the steps that will be taken to grant loans
expeditiously to the applicants to whom
loans have not been granted, out of the
applicants mentioned in (i) above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @)erCmev, syeir? BOWBIS  BEW  PEHBD  ©eSDiDsT
. . N Berdom BB,
asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation: ¢ oD SO eam Dud BOeeD
(a)  Will he inform this House - @® ey O wo  wmp D

(i) the date on which the Ceylon Shipping DAO®OOBY/onD Bewddmwsy  ww
Corporation Ltd. was established; 005 emRIR e e 3e.

(ii)) the objectives of establishing the aforesaid %D 0 wip EMRMEE »An BB/
Corporation; ecO@w BB wy yRwowdmoens

(iii)  the number of employees employed in the BB &8¢ BBe.
aforesaid Corporation currently; and (i) 106&.
(iv)  the number of ships owned by the aforesaid ) .\ ) . "
Corporation currently? (iv)  2&: "Ceylon Princess" and "Ceylon Breeze".
(b)  Will he also inform this House - () () o> 09ed afed.

(i) the profit/loss of the aforesaid Corporation ©r.E Como D @otdhed v D® 8mP
during the period from the year 2015 up to (2edc 01 80 ®i¥n 31 ¢foo) Bec® vesms
now on a per year basis, separately; and B3O womy CAG.

(if) the steps that will be taken by the Ministry
to strengthen the Ceylon Shipping Boc® ommne B8O 8eE 8EemdEss
Corporation Ltd. economically? e0s &>,

(¢) ifnot, why?

Be® dbsw 2014/15 2015/16 | 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22
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CC CON® 488.07 356.07 940 834 977 1212 1052 2170
@05 gacaw® 36.69 (9.83) 183 257 237 177 230 472
e ) (189.83) | (184.75) | (210) (220) (221) (216) (215) (264)
OBm® v B0 (138.87) | (5147) | (42) (60) (133) (216) (163) (177)
o®enyE® Cvw 196.05 110.01 871 811 860 845 904 2201
90®0; G N 13.07 (502) (294) (1487) (1010) (684) (6081)
0618 Bwc®- ond 38.64 19840 | (652) (767) (930) (942) (757) (728)
B0 ot ww

8@n®DE Cowed 12.33 16.54 13 17 34 22 10 40
omes

Coww/(08D) (239.95) | (123.81) | (270) (233) (1523) (1085) (527) (4568)
#¢0w3® e eno

D0 e gacews® | (155.01) | (49.49) 33 (12) - - - -
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@ 88Deden - - - 69 420 (69) (286) (1198)
e DEOBH dde

8 ww 124.94 74.32 - - - - - _
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asked the Minister of Investment Promotion:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the extent of the land that was given for the
construction of the Hambantota Cement
Factory;

(if) the value of the investment that has been
made in the project to construct the
aforesaid factory; and

(iif)  the date on which the investment agreement
for the aforesaid project was signed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(1) whether spices are imported to Sri Lanka;
(it)  if so, the spices that are imported,

(iii)  separately, the quantity of Sri Lanka’s
annual requirement and the quantity of
annual imports of each of the aforesaid
spices;

(iv)  separately, the volume of the annual harvest
of each of the aforesaid spices cultivated in
Sri Lanka; and

(v) the steps that will be taken to increase the
local production of the spices that are
imported?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation
Industries and Minister of Industries)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) the small-scale farmers of rural areas have
been confronted with a severe issue due to
lack of grass for dairy cows; and

(ii) the escalation of the price of poonac and
other things needed for dairy farming has
resulted in difficulties to procure them?
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(b) Will he inform this House whether a proper
arrangement has been made to protect the dairy
farmers and to provide the dairy cows with
necessary food?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I seek a clarification.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran?

@G 98.8. @I BSsT Owmo
(LomessTL L)) 6TLD.6T. FrLofbS)T6dT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Sir.

Hon. Minister, is there a way out by delaying the
effective date of those Regulations? From the interaction
I have had with the students, I learnt that all they are
saying is, “Give us a little more time”. They also realize,
as even the Venerable Thero who asked the Question
conceded, that Medicine and some other subjects are
taught in English. It goes more for Law because 85 to 95
per cent of our law is only in English. And, as you said, it
creates a division between lawyers who are proficient in
English and those who are not, and those who are not
proficient in English are not able to really practise
because almost the entire body of law is in English. Even
on the Statues we have in Sinhala and Tamil, the
interpretations given by the Supreme Court and the Court
of Appeal and those reports are only in English. So, it is
very difficult for anybody to practise.

My question is, is it possible, when you bring these
Regulations, to delay the effective date and then, find
some way of increasing the proficiency of English
particularly for those who practise law?

Thank you.

OO B5038B BB (GDr8w) Bweaes Grsesls Owmo
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rrEusas)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Hon. Speaker, I appreciate the suggestion made by the
Hon. Member and I also hold the same view. In fact, I
have written two letters to the Chairman of the Council of
Legal Education proposing to delay the implementation
of these rules for a period of three years. I believe, Sir,
that that is the most practical way of resolving this issue
without going for a confrontation. Even this morning, 1
made a request to the honourable Chief Justice, the
Chairman of the Council of Legal Education, explaining
that that would be the easiest way of resolving this issue
without having debates and going for a confrontation
because any debate or confrontation is not good for the
Council of Legal Education, the Sri Lanka Law College
or for the legal profession. So, I will make another
attempt to resolve it as the Hon. Member suggested.

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Shantha Bandara - State Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe - State

Minister of Women and Child Affairs)
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®S; DG ©8® Dwmo
(oressryLfl@ 5T amafid)
(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

587 955 o GE

2 GLorBlGE T,
Seconded.

Y Sz 8, e ®@m Sa.
afleorir ailQSsLILIL (5 s7Hms G TeTarLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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YUTHET HEWVMLD 6155 T FB6IT.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. S M.M. MUSZHAARAFF took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam.
You have nine minutes.

[1.33 p.m.]

®0 8.8. 02353509E® ®wmn

(oressrfl@ of .of. GluTsiTesTidLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, we are debating today’s
Notification and Regulations at a time when the country
has seen an unprecedented economic calamity, where the
country has been pauperized and the people have lost all
their savings. In that backdrop, the Government is forced
to negotiate with its lenders as well as the IMF in order to
try and reach agreements to bring the country out of this
mess.

Under these circumstances, Sir, the President has also
taken great pains to project an image where he, as the
President, is also a unifying force. He has been trying to
project that image by announcing, during the last Budget
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Debate and thereafter, that he is also going to take on
reconciliation, whereby the problems of all ethnic
nationalities - the Tamils, the Muslims, the upcountry
Tamils - and groups who have had grievances with regard
to the way this State has been formed over the last 70-odd
years would be resolved. In that spirit, he called upon an
All-Party Conference and been projecting this image of
being a peacemaker. So, whilst this image of
peacemaking is being projected, Sir, there is also the
complete opposite happening on the ground, and I want to
give you three current examples of how theTamil people
in the North and the East are having their existence and
their identity destroyed whilst the President goes out and
gives this image that he wants to solve the long-standing
ethnic conflict.

My Colleague, the Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren, and I
have been getting reports, Sir, that an archaeological site
that was identified way back in 1933 under the British
was being "rebuilt". When those complaints came, we
went to the particular area and checked. As we suspected,
the military, with the officers of the Department of
Archaeology, was doing something in a clandestine way.
The matter was taken before court and court ruled that
that site must be preserved, must not be touched and no
building must be done. So, there is a court Order. Despite
that, Sir, just last week, when my Hon. Friend and I
visited the site, a totally new Buddhist vihara has been
built there. In 1933, Kurunthurmalai was first identified
as an archaeological reserve. That is exactly how it was
named, an "archaeological reserve"; almost 77 acres were
identified as "an archaeological reserve". Then in
October, 2020, we had a letter by the Department of
Archaeology, asking the Survey Department to go and
measure that site and during the months of November and
December, 2020, for the first time, the Survey
Department goes to that area and carries out a survey.
After the survey, the surveyor, for the first time, identifies
that site as the site of Kurundi Viharaya, a surveyor, not
the Department of Archaeology. He writes that back to
the Department of Archaeology. The Department had not
sent people to come and have a dig so as to find out, in
fact, what that archaeological reserve is. Before the
Department of Archaeology can even commence its work,
the Survey Department has the expertise to identify that
as Kurundi Viharaya.

Ever since then, Sir, the identity of that place has been
called into question. We have gone before court, we have
got a court Order preventing anything being built there
and despite that, we now have a new Buddhist viharaya in
an ancient worship site the Tamils have been worshipping
for centuries. Our problem is not that, if, in fact, it was a
Buddhist ancient site, it should not be recognized as such.
We believe that there were also Tamils who were
Buddhists; it is part of our own history. So, if that was, in
fact, an ancient Buddhist worship site, it must be
protected. But, where there are no Buddhists, instead of
maintaining it as an archaeological site, to build a
Buddhist viharaya is very clearly having very sinister
motives of colonizing that area. That is one example, Sir,
which is in Mullaitivu.

A second example, Sir, is regarding the livestock
grazing lands in Batticaloa, the district adjoining yours,
where in Mayilathamadu and Mathavanai, thousands of
acres of lands had been identified as grazing lands by the
Mahinda Rajapaksa Government in 2010 through a
Cabinet Paper and that Cabinet Paper had been approved.
In fact, the last time I spoke about this, when this matter
first cropped up, I gave the particulars of the Cabinet
Paper that was approved. Now, what has been happening
is that the Maduru Oya Right Bank Development Scheme
is underway and for the development of the Right Bank,
that entire grazing area of the Batticaloa District, which
the Tamil and Muslim people used, is being ethnically
cleansed. People from the Polonnaruwa District are being
brought over to do corn cultivation as the first round and
now, with the Maduru Oya Right Bank Development
Scheme, those Tamil and Muslim people have been asked
to leave; they are being threatened. So, when they use
forest areas to graze their livestock, the Forest
Department arrests them and files cases against them
simply because they are allowing their livestock to graze
in those areas. Those people there are becoming
disenfranchised and are forced to leave their existence at
a time when people are finding it impossible to make
ends meet. So, this is the sort of racist policies that are
being pursued at a time when the President is trying to
project to the whole world that he is a peacemaker.

Finally, I want to conclude by referring to something
that is going on in the Jaffna District. The fishermen of
the Jaffna District in the North are again under assault.
Why? First, it was over sea cucumber farming. The
Fisheries Minister has handed over sea cucumber farming
licences to his cronies; nobody knows who they are. One
such person has two, three fields of sea cucumber
farming in the sea, in the lagoon and by doing so, Sir, the
local fishermen are completely disenfranchised; they are
unable to do their fishing. This same process of
pauperizing the fishermen, who already have been
suffering due to the war, where they had bans on fishing
for 30-odd years, is happening in a different way, where
the same Minister is now proposing foreigners to come
into the Northern and the Eastern Waters and fish. The
proposal is to allow them three times a week, to start off
with, to come and fish. We condemn this!

OO o306 OIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 M6 Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up.

®0 8.8. 0235350E® ®wmn

(oressrfl@ of .of . GluTsiTesTidLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

If you look at the pattern, Sir, it is attacking the very
existence of those people. All of this, first, goes towards
their identity and then, towards their economy.
Disenfranchisement is a process by which this
Government proposes to ethnically cleanse those areas so
that they could carry out their racist colonization project.

So, it is in this backdrop, Sir, that this country goes
with a begging bowl asking for money from the
international community. The foreign countries and
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entities which are hoping to help Sri Lanka must make it a
condition that the monies and the help they give to get
this country out of this mess is not used to pursue what is
very clearly a racist agenda.

Thank you, Sir.

®C §Roes5N00:e) OB

(omevsTL L0l @ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT By6uTa6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage.
You have 11 minutes.

[¢.00. 1.43]
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage - State Minister of

Tourism)

G065 ©O OTEROB, oCI® msImn Emrw O
g¢ Ded Smwm O D WOBID gD C E© v O
RIN®O WRBOBTD Om»D. ¢0E 3655 Om Smeont
5Im005Y O 88 00nedsy 0Dy O Bedm D O e®
O 80D BusIm m088. O0 Bnxy 8w, §& ecImwe®
¢ msImo Emae celebrate momn. ged OO D& Bme
DREWEY BINOD EBNBEE  N3IBY, WIBID @B
g0 Bewnm), RTTOB yoOBewn SRWODE e0edd, §or
D& s TR wEmD 2O C0OE ecimed
Bedm 0 90 ¢Simdn. mHPY OO womedmd gBsy
g DEL® BI® § om0 Dred SO BImD FPEIw® o
codmO®nT gmn gvg ©I00m B3I BEODDEOEST
900 0 WO O Byrlevs Bwwd 65O Db
8Os305Y ®sIm0dsl. el euded D18y0 ewE 83sTeny
205350053, OB COm »OO IO BT
@0e®®¢ Buwo ¢8 Bonc08 ¢Bxr0o.

(23000

8gBe Eed e® EEedsTRD ne 8¢ § ©dOCE
8EAcd qod od y®» NS evTIBIEWIBT o
HOBR® ac D e 00 ®EBed®sInd neg 8¢ Hau
8BcB00E0 ©O O victim ememw. 0® ©8E8e®xnd
DE® 83 OGO, ©d O5IFOTwsIO guwow ®IBsY
s D05 0008 mEd. & wOITVews’ ¢8 vyBe mced
g afeBO® @D O9® OERBwEy »OsTed wveds,
2 eRD serte, nO 9uimy vWveds, DodR svede
By BBO ocww OROBIEO ag NP DIBIOWO
auwies B3O, aquwws BBsO mG BB wdySaewrsI®
D1dRB. xIm0sT 3w a8 BwEEEN® O ¥ B8IHO
50 B0 dD »nB 83w @nBd. w8, ¥BO gD
20 a8 gm Bedmd. OB gdE e® w8Bed®xind
e @B Yo g8 mn. 80 osedwEmO gwws BRwd
DO WE 8O ©0edd, Hwedmn 3@ Sws @ WO
eu5IgD. @D 0WmO, & ¢dEted 8 2ol EEed®sInd
Boewdsmw mon 9558w JmO S 008 8 B8
83wr. iz e Bw e 005 ®Oevs, IsImo
2B3B0:8m® 0dnedsy Dred® BIDTO CEe gn BE
D), OO BOG eONeDsY ¢8 0® mosies dBvOre? ¢8 &
@0nedsY 805Y moTest 8D0?

©® Ced BmOoNmewrsy Bwewd 52 BIsTesy sImdss.
@® Ced wEmesy ©d - Bsgecsw - I m»OsTesy

DI05Y. 48 o8 WS YN §ed® OFOS 0® BIBwO
s OBOBesi0 Byw mS8sY VY @uwEmOdD o
WO, OB 0dDE @® EEed®sInd ne 8L eOmDIw
B GO DOTHE GInO® @8O cISB. osImod
cOnedsy I Cmwen 00x WosTes’ mBD ¢dE 365
DO 00Neds 005 WOTD. 08w, ®BIHd
Bestersy nOed 00, n@sfed 38, »Osied wewdela,
205ed udmw. ¢d 3650 a8 msimnd edneds’ edny
BE 8. e®@ime, @® ¢ 3659 ®sIHD HOBY DYDY
Ded® nOsfed G0, »Oed ©HE, »Oed &GD®
goBwW EDNEDST D5 WOmD. RPE & ®Bd® WoH .
28 8Bugeern 00 8Bed®@sind Heowlsmwe @men
5350053 01360 @80 BanEdwe RE WOBIB D18 eOwE
Beadmn. ¢8 & Bug yrm® 9g ®o50.

208 s3] 0® 0ed @d8mwed BE Y Iwe®
QEHHOBE A e, FBHOO g8 Gnmds, 0ned 953
DBI0e0T HWDBOBE C ¢y BN BO. DY,
end0n esNEH HOB 2ol Jed WBIHEDT 6@ puBBOW
G e¢siery. g®® o yaEd & Mmwsn WO DO,
DOed @d®® O M WOZED, ©WOVS gwed
3EBOBS wgd O emedm 48 e Bedmds. ®®
e05edsY 6O WE B vwd 838 8dDw wah D1e0mDn
28 B w8, O€w0 Bw® B  ®sIHOO
wenicdun, Eahmen, 0, IO ® nOsTed 3¢
Ded emenys e5i¢ BuEr RYSIO BensTesy o E» H8
2520, & Beo 0® nFOw edme B gnld. e® ded
s’ Bedmy ydmw BEICD god 00 “50n8uBn® m
®E. PIDOO OO 0® o @-GBowsy D wE Y.

We have, at least now, managed to get the green light
from the IMF and that is due to a lot of sacrifices. We all,
everyone in this country - every woman, every child,
every man, every religious person and every ethnic group
- have sacrificed to get the green light and help from the
IMF. But, I have to very clearly say that it does not mean
that just because we get money from the IMF, the country
is going to be okay. The country is not going to be okay,
if we are going to do the same mistakes over and over
again without curbing corruption and abuse. Therefore,
we have to stop corruption, abuse, cheating and
mismanagement and have to change this system. This is a
punishment as well as a good lesson for Sri Lanka. We
have never been in this sort of situation for the last 75
years; we have never been a bankrupt nation. But, for
some reasons, we have to face this situation and we know
what those reasons are: obviously, bad management and
bad decision-making.

There is no national policy on any sector in this
country. Especially when it comes to the economy, there
is no national policy, which is a must. So, at least now,
we have to change this system. This is what we are
watching being demanded by the people on the streets;
people on the streets are asking for a system change. That
is what happened on the 09™ of May, 2022. It was a
system change that they wanted; they did not want an
election. No one on the streets was asking for a local
government election and the country is also not ready to
pay another 8,711 local government members an
allowance, a salary or wage. The taxpayer of this country
cannot afford it. So, this has to come to an end and a
change has to be made. We all have to get together and
make that change.
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We are one nation, it does not matter who we are or to
which party, which colour, which religion or which ethnic
group we belong. It is time that we all get together and
rebuild this country. At the moment - this country was on
its knees - however, the Hon. President has managed to
get it on one foot and we need to get it on both its feet;
again, we have to get back on our feet.

This year is a very important year for Sri Lanka
because Sri Lanka, as a bankrupt country, needs to regain
what it lost. We need to give the people of this country
what they need. They do not need taxes; they do not want
to stand in queues anymore and we need to supply them
with electricity constantly as a Government. To fulfil all
these, we need to, first, get on our feet again. We got a
green light from the IMF today, that they are willing to
help us to get on our feet. However, if we sabotage all
those efforts by getting on to the streets and protesting for
no reason, then, we are going to be a nation which would
be in a sorry state and which is never going to stand on its
feet. That is why I urge everyone in this House to, putting
aside our differences and party politics, get together and
start rebuilding this nation. We should become a proud
nation again and it is possible; there is nothing
impossible. If there is a will, there is always a way to
make sure that we get on our feet again.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage. You
have 22 minutes.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)

GRowNG®) ©0 OTEROA, ac sm BBvwr sOen
eren) Bedem), 00 wyw Bewle BBsws am®m
BEOO BweEnaB.

Seodvews ©oRE wsHI wderw BediHHen,
SIBBY B0 GBBIBD (BIED) 82D WO edQEIB BBsws
©® eMER D0 »HHOJB G8SHm eBusT wKd BHB
wOer Bewdn ©wd®ITewsS »OB e ©® Bdicws
T eDIesY. GRowmnGi®d) 90 OTEHOH, 0O EHI®
84CaR¢ BB WOeB EEed®IRDO 9edur o Beam
Bedimre o WO (BOBID) R0y @05 o.
28E005n0 »O8 08 gmuny BeEE am®n Wmosieny.
©® Jed Yo e Bedrtesy $8Eed®xInd. w8, &8
©® o gmumy an®n Wmed; WOOn e @@ &
2D BE PsOm BB 8OITVewsy gud DoBBHE
OREOE BedmryDr. YEowsNditd ©0; OEHOB, VIR®arsy
I, ©® edmemd g OB BB BEICO Jed
DatBmwsied SmE SeddRmdnl BeamDr BaEr. &,
Oen® g OB e 0® g Oy WO odBw Ggw®
@¢lned@sIndd BB weripamed i od&s giw®
@¢8medInd »Oed wdyidm OO HOB e®
DOYED WO, GRowmsie) O OTFROA, g dwn
BBe® wsinems ©cw B8weE x> 8 Bwe® WIEd
e05® s8rgmm sdDBes vy O VDRSS . Em
W O @fog IV edmd. »HES, ¢ cdmmE E»
Bweod®m WO oW 0@ume, O BHwdOm megrs g
O O o). OO »® ©® ¢Jy ENOse »HOB, o®
eemomy 800n WS v5In Do g8 e® 8Eed®sined
PER A B Bws Om. 00 gemums wOOn BBedxsy
g 0® WOYTD Hwod®@m edmdg BwEr gdnemes BSe®
osinmens g v BAIs gne Becd 00 Bnsien.
e®ime, O Ben® Burles’? §Eowsnditd) O OG0B,
©® 0@ v wOOn WEW, PeHHOES O BwiFOm
@590 E0WdwWE ¢8 ¢Bmo.



275 2023 @82 08 276

Yot 00G1e) 0] O FROB, @¢ 8cd¢ oI mD BOES
Bedemwn 928ss @S Bedmbs. § Comn  godg
©¢8nedInedsy CBeO READ A PHPBE® OB emI,
2014 9¥sed E® Bedrtery G8Bsd IBwm» 1058. 2021
d8sed G8wuE 3Buxm 1058. & Buriery gddg grcowed®
800 0O . 48 F y@rems ¢g odBu Bdremwd
weded gRover  ©0ed  oFenmis,  gddg
@¢lnedsined pumnow 2014 d8sed Bwwsd 0.78,
2021 8&wed 0.88. & amd, agdig 5 8BC S ¢ca®wBsy
DO8 ¥ PH® OBedE Bedsiewry. ©syde ®E®
oemn, o ©¢bnedind OB g e WO®
BEswemdE 8@ gm0 dwE ocs ve Bwo gmndwe a8
¢BD. w8, J 0@ B8 OHBO Jeu g Gocrwed
01880 e0Ey Y. BELeHOE B8 OB Yooy, Ggowe®
08 O . yRlanww Drews’ OFm® Ousy
0008 Wom» HyEOCWs weed «® gld Bedmd.
OB, S5O 08 g Y& rme BEOHD Cedmdig Bem
OB 0@ Bedm YEm®. §Rowsndied o0 OTEHOA,
©® Dby OIDe® adGmwy sticker system ©Omunf
eonEE Bec® ®»8@isinaEidc0 sticker &ms wesIdo
e¢sIsy @8 Boemw m»Er. Y, 0@ PO Hws®® WOBIH
©® COBIWE PYoIE ©cdne@IndO B Hew. ©dag
@¢08me0ned §15w8® O, 2014 dbved gecr @
BedsTery 9m® g&) eped®n 90 00 §BsY ewvsidh grivw.
@® GunmOBs CBwWd @®PB® A OBe® PHOede
0OITAD BB 6§ Baenst, § BBOW BBwmcd HwodfOm
@088 BEAeD ddung 0 0E0n Boadmn.

CoDE ©¢dnedsind Busiery ged ced Bedm
0800 OB® Ppw® CEdm Pwnm Rems . aBde
PEDD @¢m »O8, edBw @cw® ©¢lnedInd ww §
Comn 081D, OO GBHBDOEO CI® @) A¢ Y rens BAEOHD
gs S OO BEICD DYDY ¢y 0wl WOsIesy B5y01.
e®m» gnog ABediert OHO ©BwDE. Qodg
©¢8medInd e eOH® ©HBwDN, od@w &1¢w®
©¢lned®sInd e eOH® @Bwdw, edyd gneg
DO @BwWDS Bedmrdr. BB emem O e8ydd 88E s
e WS 0y Wi @8Qed OV BEBET aefdig
30, 40 ©22® 2 G088 HOE»Da. e8@ed scanning machine
vo gy 15 Bded griery dm® BEds’. 0w G
B0 & blur @05, gsy OEwO wmda.

28Be®@sInd eEOED Do Bwemds Ded®
PBHDHOC WOYD »3wD BID Dm0 Bwnm Om B8O
@30 ACTID BB ©8Ee®THEd G 8w BN
Beadmrydn. ded G BEAC mdm w%d, COPE &=, COPA
O OB 0® ©wW WS @O PBHMOE @@ 3w
BrFdOm 0050 B 080w IEHOE Bu® yEmIEOW
®0 Bedmdr. Rrwrndie) 00 OTEHOA, ©® 2By Eno®
¢0y Onw OB, 0® gaumy 8OO WS OBTIHD red®,
0®O® WO GHOE PIBDDOCO ¢ Dred®, Jor O
000100 BMNEOW DM Bwm O gdvems BEO
0cws $8Eed®sInd 08T k3@ DRBOYHS VI ABNW
B Om.

o051 OO OB HOA, Coeds @O gog S
BBvw O Bewlo v ed@Ei® BBswnl ¢¢ 8 wmied
00 Bw A OBO wewr BDcwd 9E8un WS Beams.
208 0D gumwem - exports - sn odenis, ged ded

exporterseo emd® ©gBe mEed importersc Hew. &
s etcs v i ddnrd OmE $O5T oM. el 53=Y
©€BE) FBBIBD WO @@ »O® BBwmed & ethel S
Comnd0 eIt B O D ! god
385YBD) §56® vy dWcwd vwmmE. OO §eE ComDO
Creadmdie B @ WO I, §eE e@imsrenn
AC»e? & e I g0 Ceadmd 5O 0® B8O yadm @
. OB, @@ ewws NE® @ O Y,
GG ©O O EnOA.

ged Ced Coess A w® god ¢g od@v BEeicmwed
el Hed OF® @imsewns’ Bwwd gl ©Oe
Bedstes’. a8 o® y&rieme gt newens’ B8wewd 15 ¢aldd
N8 ®OOsID A @8 Burles’ ImB. 80 afdg veam™O
BEB odBw @0w® ©¢dnedsined euvednlm a¢ &8
emr) CB8 25 dmd Ayen. 5T g 0500 OO yreww
290,000z0 &m0 @& eOcs. g¢ OmDO evedwlm g E8
emzn AYes, g 00dm yIocssy emtesy 25,0008.
RIR® BosIm, 8Bwsm 22x 83m O evedwEmO g
e0dm a¢w 9siesy 25,000 »HO, e emew®¢ 9adwd
DOED WOBIesI? W D¢ $B® 5RO WOYH WOBI s
0! @® Ced ®oDE Om »HATH WO vy,
e08eC edows Om oisim By, edel adsmG
@csImy A5y, Bwwd 50O wwsndd ecsimy Az, o
20008 BPYCOEO Pumd mE Beocd 10 ecsds dvy,
8@ 5,000 ecstsy @vy. & Dred® B8R Cotss ewEdws
Y WO Q. ©® BLEE WO . V@&,
8By g evdsiery oy V®e®EN® @® 2250500,
odaEHREO dhmd. DS @8 gwm, G
00w sY CorimBw w30 WSV Bwo.

@8 ¢5I00, BBOVDNE §0:8wdo 5y BusTesy @® ced
cons’. DBOBNE G8WdGTIO A 815D, e® D
80 »Ey 20192 5D Byen. »Y S» afdig RBB®O
2853 meo. OB & A BEmDD. Bt Vg VYD BB
BAROBE §8wdoY codsTesy mnwi. g VDD
B ©dsdos’ DaBe w88 Bw@SnwdEd wx .
eedsdosied channellingdcd d¢ vvmd 8, Sm»O
8GR Yoo WO . W8, CIB VYO BwEecsn
e 00O %

GRowNGe) ©d OEROA, a8 88T 0o On WSy
BEme OB ot D¢ Gew® Bwwd 15 ¢a0d O& »d
ofen IO, e® 288mw ey BBIBY W B OB.
©® g OB BBO LssIHd YE1 @0GeeC YRowdd B
@D By en. 0@ B8RO WOYD meg MBFDO 0 988wd
@5Iy AW ged Coes DG Ge® g odBn Bdeicmed
w00ded Bwwd 152008 coemstm 918 O qud 988w
@By . F Ben & wewr 3@ w® Fwo@e vrIey eDBDs.

28 BEoxImh, 0@ ¢DEDE 8By sIO @58 Buco.
®0, éﬁ@a @@3618. 25)(6)18, B @Qd{({@({ Eﬁ@g@h, @153, g?ﬁ
e 30 end Dt ¢¢ Jed edne DimdJeanws Hi@co.
ae S0 nE ©® Bddiww @md s B. g¢ wESme d®
D02 DO O, & Ben 0® ded BuEeern® dmd
Oimogy 8w Y 8. w8Bed®siny O5IFO0sT odns, e® Ww®
eWmEHWOL D 00D 00 Beamd. & Bw g8
BeEe¢rN® OO O 0D WOYD Do NI g
©® ®OYR WOBIB DW1.



277 208Ee@xInd 278

[06 @85¥omsie eo®ed ®wmo]

oG ©O OEROB, 0wy vmy  wdeny
@08, Bewln 9e8ur wddxs o am®n WS v,
48 Bustesd oe@mB. god qumWD PHBE 9m® ©WIC
Do® BYew. O O 9w Ve e ®n)
280OED 1 Bedmdr. ged exports ewicd. w8,
°e®D »D O8eYe WS OB BBy & Ded® a8 gumwm
Ywmw »OF gl DO ICTD V. ¢8 IO uydae
DICOE &5 W DEH.

28 0® @8memO yog @O gvies’. a8 ©®
38386 By pidned ©0h comesIm v god
0ed Bumw e v PO ocu® Bdsemns BIOO
BOYD WOBID By 88 »O® 9riery Wy® adSmum. 48
0® ACsIes’ qud gdan oddE yodsl mo® BoodxsT
eoONHB. god 0ed Bdwems me viB 83« O, ac
Om, gm O a8 »O® eosIOm. ged Jed Wwesin yoosy
RS 83 3 48 908 coxdmnds. g¢ »0B8EInews’ BBBI
eoIdn), »nsIdm  ec®® importer ¢8 »O8. @8 »OO
8033s3 BB I cvemymdd. ged odBw BB emdw
QBB S oesy o & Bw g 18 »C 0@ gdSmae
ARBBOST 0 oo, 0® g E® On® B edsTenry
D0 08 Wy® @8SMmersy BEEr BEmes adlSmwr o
0O 005 Wi ® wewrt JBw OBID DR BEedew Hwort®m
DOV Q. ®0 o8, oevddwe - Cisemts
S50BeB@ed meed BEcm @dlmwe WS @ ®
e y@IEmeE CRo guIvn.

00 B 88w & Hednw Ono e0edd, god
©E@sIn Bedpws aBes edsiny v 0@ BDOS
8Domm ¥l B 0ygdown Y BR®ed mmeed ged Jed
8T Hedned B 8yemdn B §ew. O® n® &®
&g o B0 @e® »ETme sFensy @8 m»om
exports ACsI®. OO Bnmy 8RO ged OO ethed SBum
4500 goessim gume® G0l Creasies’ e® yve®
FODBBIB HOB. YD 0yYo® VwIvwed WEE®sY
850 @ed Jed mE&Tn Wedyped Syada &8 et
D1,

00 Ben D Gs® 80w 05nedB, ged FBDBB
3020638 18 eOID BBy, PHBD Bwe® g8 eOH By &
Ded® @1y® @8Smersy B28E) BEmicny @8Smwur W
OB BB Hflm DDBOVHW el Ced BwSOm eDsI®
R, & Bw YCowsndied ©0 OEnOSB, e® edied &8
AFWemI® nedE, a8 ecemEecd edecsiesy m™MnY,
28 oedy) morter mnd »OEH WOT®» oy Bew8Bsy
sded Voeme® blSm adPiwd a8 Gye 28
Bearlery. 9© Bw o® B¢ @dmdw ewd WO &8
Bue 0¢r0® »Ogn WOT» Qv Bom Om »OB 0O
eOm»e Burler’. duFsed ONFOS Bwmdr, a8 4 @B
DRI 88 WOsTery W, DOYWIE Gh) WOeOD BWL
B3, & Dr0d® mrsNsB ENEOED ed@mem v BB
8Ed¢ 0ddemdms meo.

28 0 @@ ¥ 30 a8 o Beadmda. w®w»d
@00 OF®, & 2RsdOBIO »OTed dvw BOW
DO NP O ABIEE Q@mOEDD HOB® w@loeny
5D, O@ED, BB s Bum Wedy Beadmdl. dn&s
B0, BB ¢LIB0RBD Bw MEHE IO Om®

MBG. OO YOI WOYD ICBID eOEWVH BGE.
DY Dev® WO Y. @¢ Sed DEOE DedE. qod
©C; Ce®d vBdem OB BOD), I wden Bedm
P 0o S8 BwEd. ©wwmO progress review
meetings Sm BwEr 900 WOvsIm Wy B, &Y
#OBOG, v BOHD Bwey Suews gud dhwmdr. 060
DO WE @B COC @D ENEDR. emdas eRt HOBOS
o »e 9 W I a8 B8Eommdr. w8 @®D o
edQED 08 GHewsy AT RO el gDDW @wIg
BE G 0T BeRdmID. & Dr1ed?® Dy &8 DOOBID
B 9ECHD. 0@mde C@® O el DoYwcw?
@@ »® ©® By odOE. OO Bw odnBIECHLEETO
B0 0dIern WO w3 wrieny Byw. @@ EEed®sined
9535 2250¢xn Bl »nOB, @® Ced @ddmw ®EheOm
DS BeasTesy BwemDa.

GRowoNG®) ©0; OZROA, ced BBLYsIO goedt)
@@ SO VNS &R Bedmdag? BB OHE® 0®
000 555000 e85 BIO® WD §BIENC? eOddiww Cisure
S50BBned mced S8 Immen Bvcmre 5T
Bw 88010 Rwe? 90 0w, Inmen Bdvocmre BT
220 08w 44 Bwo. > 88 i8eE 150 8gBw ¢sless.
Subsidize meo 618w 355 856. & v evecdw By esg
B8BedeTO? B¢l I @l mE0 BwEs 8By Bm® SIwog?
0O OO 00eS @D, Cown DBY enE BBOm 30e3d
Gi8uCE dBwsm Bum g E Beamd? enE Eodwx
eosidsisy 8w 400 ¢80 Bwr. Y, dn® encE S»
¢slesy GiBeE 1100, deuv® ¢uione BeE On®0
ee9sdw BPene? . OO Hw @8 Beslesd, a8
ATemI® OO OREDE e®DD gl ©wE WO
2Don OB BEedg HwOm mOsIm 5y Bws dm&.

O D@ O Buy ecun’ »O8, Om sFvBsy 0® By
20OEw 0B Busy . 0® adngn Bw 8BgsTed gred
@80 Beamn. g5t ACHD), ¢ed GO0 onE PBIND) B9E
230 ®wwemO Gi8eE BBwm 500 Bwo. ¢z ¢u0 wrles?
Gi8aE B8Bwum 2508. ¢1z7 8By amdas eCw enE ®dn
WOsIesy By E» evied. I adngn B8s5Y q@ud evmysy
iy ecww. @ed Jed B¢l vlewddmre g¢ 8wwd 198xT
280D Bedmydr. endFDE v® Bueld® 8O ¢®y g,
a5’ Bemds B0 Boriey Bwee. 18?7 80 I HH8.
BA®O e¢mremd 8BEysI0 Hied D3 mwr. end
8 28 »© Ve v wrmdl. &Y evE Versy OB Bwo
8By e BBOHmDH.

OOy B0nB8BOSW @® 88w adgcews’ 6O eIl
OB® wewr Do 88xRwn ¢Cmydh. @d@ED eI Hewsy
DCE, OBCE dpOBow LsnIJeBn®i dm Bednm yd»
WHE Woenm 28 Jedt) WS 05ImDe? Verv® T od®
00 @m8) OBIHDE Bwm Om a8 sy Avx. ¢y @@ewnd
eDED enW v Bosies’ »OsTed AE® O». ¢’
©8®WG eI, & gd #HOB®O By ew. & §OB®O 0B
Jewo; DGR wEInO Bwo. & o 8. qud Em
efedmn. #OB®O 3B Je® 8. dend® O guon
OB®O® 58 B D0 955 YOOsT o). den®
050ed&@. o®m Boen®m 000, ¢ Sonlews
DEeOD 95InIdh GedRd vrim. SHymn BB eudens
DRCOD BT DRBO OBI®. 0® eDed a8 me gerst
odawmemweg? OnOsIE Bumdr, 0® Ced yEmzsindigw
B08m WO BwEr. OB, yhosindics ES8n



279 2023 @82 08 280

DO 00w Bednizy Owow. 0O 3B Yo, avwdE
BB D E8n mosIne? OO Bew ¢8 dFemI®
OO OWHEDE WOYR BOBID d5Y.

@0 OrmB8, qod OB Crsue BrEPIBBRied
EES, BOBO® GEW SOOI HOYR WO DD,
Em 80w WO Burewn ¢Oy cFwns, dumes DO
WOY 0B, @¢ VS O WO NS DS 2w
uImw O¢ B8O gumadw. & Dred® ©0 OnmE, 20098
@ded Boen®m 00D 0® w8Eedsined aw Ow
Bew. 8.8. IFonwem OBn@0 Onm ¢f. & av O
86w WOBIDY NI OG oer amc WS wrnwm
OB gnd Soymn BYBE euifen. IO gided
B ®m 00D aw Die B0se WOBIBY 0w WEH.
@ B emwd IO wWm ool ¥ O CHIOEY
BBHCEE OuEdnw @b BOeD? "BEes0dTwWO
B8EE ©1c0DBWO 1m" BDD. Hervd®B On® W we.
O & Boemnem @ldwe @dwry miom, o® Jed
@20@0IEN DEwednB B WO OB ¢ YOS Hew »,
@® @88m abgyiceny gud Swcy v YOOT.

& B 0@ 00ed a8 dWem® dwn 0D ®OYD
DO Y. @@ 001D 0® P& H qdgew dwen OROD
@9IC 8PV WER B DD @8d HEBBIDI. LaBBIHC
Yen 0GBy @mw cCH 2O BEac wuwBwmwe o0
B50F8BR@0 od O SO A & Byew. g8 SPdiw
DO, @8 el 20018 ¢ O 80 & gdans BosmWHE
D@y B¢ 008 Bweo.

gc Om» DO oethEded o swn @ Bedmi.
ehHEed 20w guE N ® BHORB gud B eCIW® yEm®.
28 850, etheded D3mm® ¢i8aE 3000, 2750 »®e
38 @08 Bwr. Onem0 onE 8¢ af) edmd, 8¢B IC af)
@O, 8O 35 @pmryeme WO B81E »WOC O af)
eDD. ¢¢ 8BRPsIO Beam eCm® ydmw nO8 805 AC.
@® 80 A6 B8E e0mD 0@ »OGn ¥3wO 8L Howws.
g Ben 00 0DcEed a8 @mosimy ®5y ®00 W
clewndsem mOm Om 05008, 0® #d8m abycewsy ¢O
emd OB Bugeisn IO »Ogn BBOR. @ddw
@DEed 88 0 BOed my ¥ @O DwBOHWw ©@DEIeD
28 om0 830l mywr. & B g8 mes §p&Sme e 913
Beadn) @® 000D a8 demd® dmO gcens e® 5O
emR 0¥ ®»OYH DOYB Bwo ewddzn HEBsT © Bwd
D5)Do.

©e® &nBE.

O § o832 O E o

(oTeTLLll@ SeweVeWHSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bewd, ©o @cs’ Doy ®w»mo. You have nine
minutes.

[¢.090. 2.13]

O 96sY DS BWwmo

(orenryllg @) rresr alléaSrorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

YeowznGie) 00T OBIEROB, ©0 yOdewsy » WOy
©0T OB wews me), wISwe emd) e ¢8
AFemI® Omn 00sIm Vo Bod. ¢8 Ind Omed. &

D0d® Sn® Ymn ®EI, YEBBIYDILWO ®EST avd cont
Bedsisy 2y BeEr. 0 B0 »® 0mdds dme
. 00 Ced ErEB8m ydmwew Bedms. a8 I
yEmewsy €0 I »OOE 1@ BWOmD. GIW
8Dusy. HYS, wOw B WO VoY, & Dred®, 838 e
y@»e 0® Jed g WO O Bwr @ 9FEr B3I,
28 ® Beded® yrmsindices qguime me ¥nd. ¢ 00 J
B8nw O3 O DHOBID BB BIN(.

Y006 ©O OBTE OB, &¢ LrmBsImS WsImo E5ra
Beo @ dedversy & o @ BusIm dvy. @ed ed
8Bwned 523, 532 @ Imdsy B2, 8Ee®@sInd
BE ®sImn Bewddsmew B8wwd 58. ed g8dmwd msimn
SBOG Youit ¢l eOID eWnd & ¢wd & wewr gded
B I8, @8 ¢imdr e E Bwrl, @iy eug Swindas,
cudosg Svns onn, DHEODONE GBS OBHT,
DadBw giosme 0D v® e yRanwes © e
9880ws® @ulery mIMDBY. I, ded @S
DB QmBOE OB WO OBIm B@E @ Bedmn.
8otlBDOB Do Bedmrd, e edm BB 3B afsy
Do Bedmrdr. 9O el 888 cumndw 8wwd 650
O3S 18 @D Bedm 3dEIed, mBIHN WO Bwwd
352 80 eOmDo. ¢ BTN Emrw Bewo 050008, 8 ®
WO BEHsY WOTIEBT. H1© 0O Wm0 Emw eOBD Avy.
OO @® o wewsl mOsTery Jed @bSmwd a8 msImo
Bewldmw & ®OsIsy D@ B3eal.

@6 0BT emsIe aeo®ed Swvm

(wrerflE wanlbsTerhs ojeisswEs)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
365 ¢0es® moxImo Emes-

©C 6T BOSHB Dm0
(oressrLyflg @)rmesr eflddlriorsenr)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
©@EeNI® ©WIcA.

a8 dcsIm vy, »Imn Boewddmw B WOBIB.
OmEE0, ¢ 3650 rImdsT e0nedsT 988, & Died®
DI005T ESHWBO WOB) CAD QUDHOG O DEBIB
5y, Bodvewrsy ©3edOB®m GUBDOE wHdwe WOB
5350053 ©oma BOg) 0osImyemd, & Bwe® & euedoBm
@oqan ¢Os¥ery oyl & 8we® G BweE IBwm S O
0. 08 N @BLeE® ewidrn mIsTery & Gee d¥ewsy
e0dxIey BB, J¥ewsl ndedis mBImN0sy YO
DO Iy O OB ewednlm goaws OB, ¢8
O DR @A oddF me GnBd. OmemO O 3658
280 DsIHN 8 eCH BEHBID YOOI,

oG O] OIBROB, ciRg GrrBmD @O
e BeDLH® OE, GBIBD ¥ FBDBD (BED)
8D B0 erem 0B O g e® ©o W¥Ied
DO WO, 00 0® adEfHedd ety DxTesy
288w o> YOCO D WOTHB. ©® e @
DOIBNBDRED 0ed®BEm OIE ewddzn e¢wm @83wsxf
»E. vePYoisimy, Sods odege wiedd) g - Special
Commodity Levy - 50 wcoaddmes. ecdisin, dmn
e 20w O g - VAT - o550 wceaddmes. o®
el 928u WO oP¥nd BYew. PRRBO



281 208Ee®xInD 282

[0St @6asY Bm@®cm ©wmo |

D100 ed 1480m D1DENED wewsy e, o YEu
8¢ dEw Beasieny w8Eed®xsIndoi Bwo.

GO0 g8 evd® ©cwsl WO, Yo #HOBR®0
g0y wOWo A BEae Bowmw vrim. Ag Bewvwe BEAe¢
Boenw mOnIm ¥, tax table v Boevws »OsTH OO,
& Ded® dg yBanw By HOTHE yodsl. dedvewsy
Oy WE 0w On D¢ wy deods edege Wredd) e I
B8wO Bdenw WO HOOBT. Omem, & w@dsTVewsy
28Be0xn00 BBOW I Wi @@m Do Vv OEOH;
yadmeE. yH0® 0@n HeBLHO® O18OLENOD sOWHEG.
0®m 923sx WO eDEIeD »OB ¢dWiwmwd GBEE @®
o Bomers oxisy Bgees. »P, ¢ den® OB
M. @@Dme, @0 & eBWoHmWO BBEE BPeoed Bywr.
Bill omn @28us momemd Snd8 qud gdmoenndd
@I ZOOTHO® Bedwles’y. & Bill d» smymE Hewd
sied admOemnsd Wsin) . oo HYW, 0® sHFOELY
G138 ® D1OEND 80ySWwewsI® ¢EEBmW @DB .

238 »e0J® ¢BivN MdwmeE B wegrs, €l Sody
edege vt dde -Special Commodity Levy & - 8§ me
20800 Beadmr. condamen 8RO @ dw BesTmd.
2020 @fenddl @wed 88 Beocldw wews Bl 68ed
50 ade dm fweds an 258 ¢ ¢l wes. I BB
Boemwn; §ecE ¢@B8n® o¥n nB Bowmen. an 25 ¢
de a8 weor. »0 BReBs B, dm fwehsy g
gBane 8wwd 99.5857 a8 wer. 2020 dTenddd Swed
Ben® @me0 oded, 2021 esacD8 ©wed el
2@s0@ed eFHODSw 8Ee®BIRDO WeEcdD. WEds
OD@ea s @NDI® On® Bwum D, ©gBe i nHHEIC BE
G8uE dBw» 15.98 ¢88 0D Bedvyds Bwrd. a8 I»
@108 e edmWE oemsy, 6i8eE IBwm 59, &
Bestesy 8eE 3w 600 @esid gw®s $Bwd
28800 Beamr. Om ylocewmed Bomen Bwd
Oev® Poed. 8EedsIned Bomwrs amd D, O
gloceuned Bomen On8 & Yec 88D Bedsies].
S8 00 BDed, 0® sy @ GHEHHO OBOLNDO
BOBB BuEr. Sods edoge vedd) g o8, Omn »E
206 On A 8 PHELPO 0L sOPBRE. &
Ded®, SDBsY aB® Ye A e y@rghe emn®ene?

O WO ¢w Bedmdr O DO, »B
ylocown o ACW BB 6 aEEHBO, (BRI
20 @B eOmD. B AT, BsE IBsm 60m
D82 2900 W8 CEIMD BwEr. 0¢8, & Gi8uE 3Bwem
60 a@nm WoTemd. i1t RBVSIEd Credsiesy Gi8sE
SBum 168ex’. ©e YW@ G8sE IBwem» 16w
D8zt 290 ¥ FER®D) Bwr Basimremd. dBsY DreswmO
ciBed 8Bum 50 ¢, agoidemod o8weE SBum
600z3. esedoBm goned Di8e 68weE dBum 168. aCce,
covenw O Sowsy Buwd 10 o, o Bane y&romen’.
Eoms? m0¢ DrB8w Bedsieny? euved®Bm ¢.ned em50OB
D98k BedsIes’. w8, e0ICDO, Dodhd Beadmr »®, &
edRBCHKWIB, BEOsIOB DBwr Beadmdr. &
RO a8 2B WO ¥y & I FOw ¢8 200 W™
Aoy e oW, E® WE YO8, & Bwo Om ylocewsmd

& D¢ Boenw mOBID DD e¢rIm ¢ud . Im O1deE.

20228 aoedg® Special GST - Special Goods and
Services Tax - o= 923%sy meor. S» 988sx mdy
0D ¢80 emwud Bw. I Bgeed HBwO® e® deds
edege s B, OBy BE g0s O DB DIedO.
§ed 3800 dcw e¢md, Special GST o=m Boeww
DO, & 0000 & o> gdmiemnwed Bwr. ¢lmIennd
B0® glmcemw BDD, 0®nm ©OyYwmersI® edin®
D10EN0O BGdR8, OO Bw 0@nm wd®ydemewrsi® gowdt
e @8 Bo. ¢ 00 Pod ewldsn ecoms’ 9ebesy
0 Bedsierd eew® o ecwm. & @ ocw, &
yBeerddmw »OB8 g 8 Wo® ewd @& WO
Beamd 0, S omE® H8Ee®xInd0 edsimw Bws
Om. 8Eed®s5Ind0 eornCEEr 8EedIned am®Bae
ED0 C 0. 8O vided Em» HwdOm ®OH YOO,

Sir, today, I have basically presented amendments to
two Acts: one is, the Special Commodity Levy Act and
the other is, the Value Added Tax Act. Those two taxes
are at the sole discretion of the Minister of Finance; he
does not even need Cabinet approval to adjust them. He
can just decide to reduce them. The most recent
adjustment was in October, 2020 when the Special
Commodity Levy on sugar was at Rs. 50 per kilogramme
and in one night, he reduced it to 25 cents. In one night!
And, the loss due to that, according to the Secretary to the
Treasury who was called to Parliament just three-and-a-
half months later, in February, 2021 and questioned, was
Rs. 15.9 billion. If you take the loss up to December,
2021, it would come up to Rs. 59 billion! What a huge
sum of money! We are arguing whether the Government
has Rs. 4.5 billion to spend on the local government
election. What kind of crap are we talking about the
finances needed? So, that is what he had done.

In 2022, the Government tried to introduce a Special
Goods and Services Tax - GST - Bill. They brought it to
Parliament and we went to the Supreme Court. The Court
said, “You cannot do this.” I will conclude my speech by
quoting from the Determination of the Supreme Court
very quickly.

“Thus, by empowering the Minister in the manner provided
in clauses 2 and 3, the Parliament distinctively and manifestly loses
control over public finance and unconstitutionally alienates such
power to the Minister. In the circumstances, this Court holds that
clauses 2,3 and 4 individually and collectively amount to an
infringement of Article 148 of the Constitution read with Article 76,
and by virtue of such infringement violates Article 4 read with
Article 3 of the Constitution.”

So, that was completely against the Constitution.
Therefore, I am saying that the SCL and the VAT must
be amended so that Parliament decides when to increase
or reduce taxes.

Thank you, Sir, for the time given.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bewd, o EE® 28er® Coss y®Bn®r. You have
eleven minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha
Kumarasinghe. You have 11 minutes.

Samanmale

Order, please! Before that, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake to the Chair?

®©0; 850 Bm@rnwm Bwm (JLRwws, Godm wY

e8otdmaBm OGN ¢ imuneo)

(wrewryfl@  aflgn  aGHATwBTWSES - LHSFTFOT, FLOW

LHMID HOTEFTT SHIUVHET SeDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

First of all, let me wish all ladies a happy Women’s
Day! Of course, many things were said about the way in
which this country treats its women. I agree, there needs
to be greater recognition of women of all strata of society
and I think we all should get together to improve their
situation, get more women into the workforce and their
maximum participation in this country’s development.

Today, a bunch of Regulations is to be approved. I
just want to mention that some of them have been
brought under the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act, on which we all worked together. 1
would like to recognize CodeGen Innovations as the very
first company to have registered at the Colombo Port City
Economic Zone, which is a creditable. I congratulate Dr.
Harsha Subasinghe and his entire team for having taken
that bold step. Harsha and I had multiple conversations
over the last so many years about the frustration spread
not just in his company but in the fields where
professionals work. The high income taxes charged are
something that a lot of companies which export services,
software and so on are complaining about. I asked him
once, “What is the starting salary of a software
engineer?” He said that it is somewhere between US
Dollars 800 to 1,200 per month. Even if you start, let us
say, at US Dollars 1,000, you will earn Rs. 350,000 a
month and at Rs. 308,000, the highest margin of the tax
bracket, you are already hammered 36 per cent. Even
with such a situation, instead of moving companies out, |
think what companies like CodeGen Innovations have
shown is that there are ways, alternate solutions within
Sri Lanka’s jurisdiction. So, I wish more entrepreneurs
and businessmen would think about Port City as an
alternate location for their headquarters to be established
so that they could perhaps enjoy whatever tax arbitrage
they could get legally.

What we really need to do is to create an economy
that is adding more value than it is now.

Moving on to innovations, I heard many Members of
Parliament who spoke today talking about lack of
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investments. I heard the Hon. Dilum Amunugama, who is
in charge of the BOI and the Port City, saying, "Look, we
need to bring in investors and make it easier for them to
operate". That is true, but it does not just happen;
speaking in Parliament does not mean that investors are
going to come in. You need to really look at the nuts and
bolts, where the legal and regulatory blocks are and how
you are going to change policy.

Sir, one must realize that in the last 30 years or so, Sri
Lanka has actually become a much closed economy than
it was earlier. With President Ranasinghe Premadasa's
apparel factories programme which had momentum up to
about 1999, Sri Lanka's trade openness index was around
80, which went up from about 40 prior to the first
economic liberalization in 1977. How we measure trade
openness, Sir, is, we add imports and exports and divide it
by Gross National Product. That gives you an index
number. It would get higher and higher, if you are more
open. But, what has happened since around 1999 or 2000
is that this index number has fallen again from 80,
actually 89, to around 40. So, without any political
prejudice, if you take it as a measure and look at the trade
openness of this country, you would see that actually ours
is one of the more closed countries in the world currently
because that index is back to about 40. So, you need to
import and export because this country's long-term
growth is going to depend upon how open we become.
We have to open our minds; we have to open our borders;
we have to break down the walls and build bridges
because, otherwise, we will never be able to get out of
this balance of payment crisis.

I heard the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka saying a
little while ago that the imports have basically shrunk and
that is the reason why there is a surplus in the trade
account. He 1is absolutely right. Actually, what is
happening is, by forcing imports to be restricted by way
of regulations and also particularly by increasing interest
rates, you have crushed demand. What has happened is,
the economy has shrunk and it is continuing to shrink. In
a shrinking economy, companies are closing down, jobs
are being lost and unemployment is increasing. You can
be a little optimistic that things have gotten a little better.
I am not denying the fact that things have gotten a little
better, but that does not necessarily mean that this is a
solution for the medium to long-term. Sir, in order to
create jobs in this country and to increase exports, we also
have to open our imports. So, closing imports and
opening exports is not a realistic solution because they are
both two sides of the same coin.

Today, the IMF agreement seems to be pretty much
finalized with statement from Ms. Kristalina Georgieva to
the effect "We are pleased. We are happy for the people
of Sri Lanka." T just noted down the dates on which we
urged the then Government to go to the IMF; first, on 18"
November, 2020 and then on 10" December, 2020, 27t
February, 2021, 23" June, 2021, 21% September, 2021,
and on 11™ December, 2021, we urged them to go to the
IMF. But, they did not, that is another story, and if they
did, probably, they would still be in office, their homes

would still be standing and this calamity would not have
occurred. That is bygone and I do not want to go into
that. But, I am glad that finally sense has prevailed and
currently, we are trying to negotiate this Extended Fund
Facility. Anyway, I must warn you that this is only the
first step. If we think that all the problems are now
resolved and we all can bask in that glory, that is not
going to be the case because this is the first hurdle and
the next and the more important one is to get debt
restructuring done. Debt restructuring is a complicated
thing and that is where all the reforms need to be
undertaken. I heard the Hon. President saying yesterday,
"Look, you know we have to pay six billion dollars a year
in loans and we cannot pay it if this deal falls through.
Then, I am not responsible but you people will be
because I am going to bring it to Parliament and get you
to agree or disagree." So, it is either my way or the
highway.

I disagree with the Hon. President. I would tell him,
“No, Sir, you should not do it like that because we do not
know what is in that Agreement”. The best option, I
think, that is available to you is to, at least now, table that
document . Now that you have got the Agreement, table
it. Ideally, the place this conversation or discussion
should have taken place is at the Committee on Public
Finance. I do not want to go into that matter; what
happened to that is not something I want to talk about
today. Nevertheless, through the Committee on Public
Finance there must be a real robust debate on that.
Questions must be asked. When we asked about the tax
revisions at the Committee, that is not because we were
anti-Government or because we were going to sabotage
this country’s economy, but because we are also elected
Members of Parliament representing thousands and
millions of people and that since it is their prerogative to
ask those questions, it is our responsibility, on behalf of
them, to ask those questions. Therefore, do not take it in
the wrong way. And, there must be a robust debate on
that Agreement because unless we are able to continue
with the reforms, we may not end up where we expect to

go.

O §Roe8506:8) OG0

(orevTLLfl@ HeMVMLLGTHIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTaer)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@G (80028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo
(orerfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I will finish in a minute, Sir.

I just want to take one example, Zambia. In July of
last year, Kristalina Georgieva tweeted that she was very
happy and pleased that the Chinese have agreed on
financial assurances to Zambia, just like she did today
with regard to Sri Lanka. But today, still, Zambia has not
been able to crack the debt restructuring deal. That is
because there has not been an agreement as to what kind
of restructuring needs to happen, whether there is going
to be a haircut, a Net Present Value Reduction or some
sort of re-profiling. So, it is not very easy. Also, in the
same breath, one must ask, “What are the International
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Sovereign Bond Holders asking about?" Are they asking
about a domestic debt restructure or not? So, these are
complex questions that should not be taken up in a "take it
or leave it" context. The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, the
much respected Colleague of ours, is here and I want to
tell you, Hon. Semasinghe, do not do it like the way you
are planning to, perhaps in a "take it or leave it" or "have
it my way or the highway" context. You said, "Wait till
we sign the Agreement and then, we will have a
discussion". So, I urge you to do that. - [Interruption.] 1
am finishing up, Hon. Semasinghe, and then, you can
reply. So, I urge you to have a discussion on that.

We are for the people of this country; we are not
trying to sabotage this effort and we are pleased that you
are finally working out a programme with the IMF. We
did tell you to do so earlier. That is another matter. But,
let us work together to resolve all these matters on behalf
of the people of Sri Lanka.

Thank you very much.

O @@WsT eed@8.w Bvm (§eE G L msn®)

(oreryllg QFanrer CFwdlbis - BF Errmrhis SjenFFT)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Finance)

On what you commented, Hon. Member, I would like
to say that we have not told anybody to take it or leave it;
that is not the policy of the Government. We will
negotiate. Of course, you know what debt treatment is.
With regard to the point you brought up on restructuring,
I would like to say that, of course, our advisers are in the
process of negotiating with all our creditors and we have
promised that we will be very transparent and everybody
will get equal treatment. So, we will continue with our
policy and once the IMF Board approves the Agreement,
we will certainly table it and you can have a debate on
that. But, before that, we have explained, we are not in a
position to table the Staff-level Agreement because there
are changes still being made. Once all those changes take
place and once the Board approves it, we will certainly
table it in Parliament and we can have a debate on that.
We will make sure that not only for the 48-month period,
but even beyond that, how we are going to go forward is
explained.

@6 (§9D08w) & ¢ 8BS0 Owmo

(oreryflg (HvrHd) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

With your permission, Sir, I seek a clarification.

O § o830 O E o
(orenTLLll@ SeweVemWSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Only if the Hon. State Minister wishes a reply.

OO @QHI5T @3B DHmo
(orenrfl@ QFanmer GFwdlbis)
(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
Go ahead, Hon. Member.

@S (30028 w) wEs ¢ BFDo Owmmo
(oreryflg (S0rHH) anias & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you.

Hon. State Minister, what I am asking is, are you
saying that there is still room to debate and negotiate with
the Opposition and the people on the streets, perhaps, on
taxes? Is there room or are you saying that it has been
finalized? That is why I said, “take it or leave it.”

B35 @®HIT ee3®Bow DWmH

(oressryfl@ QFaprsr GFdlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

It is very clear that we are not in a position to make
any adjustments right now. First of all, we have to get the
economy back on track and make sure that it stabilizes.

So, until the economy stabilizes, no changes will be
entertained; we cannot entertain any changes just because
a certain category of people take to the streets. Because
of that, we can neither jeopardize the entire economy of
Sri Lanka nor disturb this negotiation process. You
should appreciate the fact that Sri Lanka is now well
recognized globally; we have put our house in order and
that is being appreciated and recognized. So, we are not
in a position to do any adjustments right now until the
economy stabilizes. Therefore, all the citizens have to get
together and make sure that we support each other to
stabilize the economy. Once the economy is stabilized,
we can debate, discuss, propose any other ideas to the
IMF, consult them and make sure that we have this
transparent process going on. - [Interruption]

DO YRoe306:e) OIE @

(oressTyfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan?

@0 (§0008w) egedsy Cresdsy Pwmo (cwed gdsIsm

Coxsxs §@omur®o)

(oresryflg  (svTPld) &Creir greeustt - 2w &Heval

G)TTEThIS HEDLOFFT)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)

Sir, I just want to reiterate what the Hon. State
Minister said. To my learned Friend on the Opposition
side, I would like to say that Zimbabwe is a good
example, but we must understand why Zimbabwe is
facing that situation today. That is exactly because the
Opposition of Zimbabwe did not allow the country to go
through that process and if you all are also going to bring
about that same situation here, I would say very
sympathetically to Mother Lanka -

©C §Roe8 500 OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVPLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sj6uissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I do not want this to go into a debate. Thank you very
much.

©0 (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo wmo

(oresstfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. I just need ten seconds.

O 83068 OBIE @0

(oressTLfl@ SV STHRIGD o MILILNeTT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva?
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@G (8028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
I did not mean Zimbabwe; I meant Zambia.
Zimbabwe and Zambia are two different countries. -
[Interruption]

@O YR 0G ) OIE @

(omevsTL L@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Again, let us not go into a debate.

Next, the Hon. Nalin Fernando.
[e.%0. 3.10]

@6 »EBT Y5l Qwmo (edgeg, DS W gowad

0 8mmo g@am1@)

(wressryfl@g pedledT UTTTHE - euibHs, suresilu LHMID

2 eTeYLl LUTGISTLIL| H|EHLOSFFIT)

(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce

and Food Security)
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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Give me one more minute, please.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Imran Maharoof.

[17.L. 4.07]
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(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)
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(omevsTLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up now.

O 9OGsY WG d Dwmn
(omevsrLyLll@ @)brmesr LoanenHL)

(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)

Sir, I will wind up.
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(omevsrLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTeH6rT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Imran Maharoof to the Chair?

®S O8x¥e a®S8S Bwmo (BES g e OHED
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(oreryfle wanlbs Swrefr - &HwHESTHL HePLOFFHLD
USTE UTTHSET LOHMILD CUGTEUGTHRIGZET LITGISTLIL| HEHLOEFF(HLD)
(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture
and Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation)
Sir, I propose that the Hon. Imran Maharoof do now

take the Chair.

G S®eszn &Y, estr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr BB LI (B) eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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YU 56T BENCVGHLD 61555 TTT H61T.

Whereupon THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE left the Chair,
and THE HON. IMRAN MAHAROOF took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Bill accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by THE HON.

DEPUTY SPEAKER to the Legislative Standing Committee under
Standing Order 53(3).
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The world becomes a universal family in the truest
sense of the word in situations where each other’s
identities are understood, respected and permitted. The
international community, whilst deploring the invasion
and forcible occupation of Ukraine in the strongest
possible terms, extends its fullest support to rise against
such invasion and for the victory of the freedom struggle
of the Ukrainian people.

However, a diametrically-opposed policy is evident
today in regard to Palestine. For over a period of 70
years, the land of Palestine has been subject to barbaric
military capture and suppression. People have been
deprived of the right to self-rule as well as fundamental
human rights. Today, Palestine is facing brutish
expansionism  which  destroys lives, demolishes
properties, spreads naked terror and forcibly occupies the
land under a rule of racial bigotry.

Even the land recognized by the United Nations and
the international community for an independent Palestine
State is being forcibly occupied by the Zionist Israeli
Government. The process of constructing unauthorized
constructions and settlements therein by the occupier has
gathered momentum, which goes hand in hand with
brutal suppression. The latest to fall prey to the State-
sponsored terror campaign of illegal settlers is the
“Huwara” village. Bringing the whole process to a
culmination, the Finance Minister of Israel claims that
“Huwara” village should be wiped out from the world
map. The United States and the European Union have
condemned this statement.

The global community should exert pressure rather
than confining itself to mere words to uphold the freedom
and dignity of Palestinian people and exercising veto
power against the implementation of decisions taken
throughout history by the United Nations should come to
an end.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I expect the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs to answer the following Questions:

1. Does the Government of Sri Lanka, too, condemn
these illegal, cruel processes in the same way
these  torturous acts, suppression  and
expansionism perpetrated by the right-wing
administration of Israel and its allies have been
condemned by world leaders?

2. Does the Government acknowledge that all the
support towards the victory of the Palestine
liberation struggle should be further extended to
the fullest without diverting from the stand of Sri
Lanka with historical commitment for the
prolonged struggle of the Palestinians for freedom
and the right to autonomy?
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"The "two-state" model has led Israel to a dead end. It has brought a

sense of despair of ending the conflict, and a turn to "managing" it
as a cruel and eternal decree of fate. The alternative to this is a new
readiness of Israeli society to win the conflict, rather than merely
managing it- a victory founded on the understanding that there is no
room in the Land of Israel for two conflicting national movements."
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, Sri Lanka maintains a
consistent policy on the Palestinian cause and extends
unwavering support for Palestine in the multilateral fora.
The President of Sri Lanka, on 24™ November, 2022, in
his message on the International Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian People reaffirmed Sri Lanka's position and
called on the international community and all parties
concerned to make renewed efforts to achieve a lasting
solution, including through an early implementation of
the United Nations General Assembly Resolutions on a
two-State solution based on the 1967 borders. Sir, I table*
the President's Message as Annex .

When I myself addressed the General Debate of the
77" Session of the United Nations General Assembly on
24" September, 2022 in New York, I reiterated Sri
Lanka's long-standing position on the Palestinian issue,
adding that Sri Lanka recognizes the legitimate security
concerns of both Palestinian and Israeli people and urgent
resolution of the matter on the basis of the UN Resolution
on the attainment of the two-State solution.

Then, at the 51* Session of the Human Rights
Council, under Item No.7 - the General Debate on the
human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied
Arab territories, Sri Lanka made a Statement on 30™

* gedmmced D .
* preflewaiS sl sweussLILIL (Herensy.
* Placed in the Library.

September, 2022, highlighting that the repetition of the
cycle of violence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
can only be ended with a genuine political effort for a
negotiated solution to end the conflict. Sir, I table** that
statement as Annex II.

Sri Lanka reiterated its commitment to supporting a
negotiated settlement in line with the internationally
agreed parameters of two States living side by side on the
basis of the 1967 borders, which is the key to achieve
long-term security, peace and prosperity. We call all
sides to refrain from rhetoric and provocative acts.

Sri Lanka believes that efforts should be redoubled to
make peace a reality in the lives of the Palestinians and
also for the betterment of the peace-loving Israelis, not
the extremists. Until everyone is safe, no one will be safe.
Therefore, disproportionate use of power and suppression
of legitimate rights of any people or a community would
only escalate further tension and create a situation where
security of both Palestinians and Israelis are threatened
with the possibility of escalating it to the other regions.
Therefore, Sri Lanka urges all parties to act with restraint,
respect human rights and act in a manner which advances
humanity. The international community also has a huge
responsibility in promoting the UN Resolutions without
double standards and acting towards attaining long-
lasting peace in the region on the basis of the Resolutions
mentioned earlier: that is, the two-State solution based on
the 1967 borders.

The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, State Minister of
Foreign Affairs, assured Sri Lanka’s unwavering support
for the Palestinian cause to His Excellency Mahmoud
Abbas, the President of the Palestinian National
Authority, during the Fifth United Nations Conference on
the Least Developed Countries held in Doha on the 6™ of
March, 2023.

Sir, may I now quote President Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s Message on the 24" of November,
2022, on the International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People.

“On this auspicious occasion to commemorate the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, I reaffirm Sri
Lanka’s steadfast solidarity with the Government and people of
Palestine.

For more than seven decades, there has been a long struggle to find
a just and peaceful solution to the situation in Palestine.

Sri Lanka while continuing to support the sovereign, independent
State of Palestine, calls on the international community and all
parties concerned to make renewed efforts to achieve a lasting
solution, including through the early implementation of the United
Nations General Assembly Resolutions on a two-state solution
based on the 1967 borders.

On behalf of the Government and people of Sri Lanka, I take the
opportunity on this felicitous instance, to extend sincere best wishes
to the Government and people of Palestine.”

* * gefmaced mdr ¢m.

* *
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In view of that, yes, we condemn the senseless acts of
violence and disproportionate use of force. We will stand
by the people of Palestine and will continue to stand with
the Palestinian cause until a peaceful and a durable
solution is achieved and Palestinian rights are attained.

Thank you.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.38 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday 09th March, 2023.
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