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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran? - [Interruption.] There is a

point of Order being raised. Hon. Sumanthiran, please
raise your point of Order.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I raised the issue of the Proclamation on the State
of Emergency being approved by Parliament yesterday

and [ raised it at the Party Leaders' Meeting also. The
Hon. Leader of the House stated that it will be put to vote
today. The revocation of the Proclamation on the State of
Emergency has no bearing on this. Whenever the State of
Emergency is proclaimed, that must be approved by
Parliament. A subsequent revocation has no bearing on
that. The Government may be running scared to have a
vote taken in Parliament. But, they cannot escape from
the Constitutional duty of having the Proclamation on the
State of Emergency placed in Parliament and a vote
taken on it. Now that the Standing Orders have been
suspended, I am insisting that we put to vote the
Proclamation on the State of Emergency, as made by the
President on the 1% of April, 2022.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Speaker, I have a right to reply to the doubts
created by the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. At the Party
Leaders' Meeting yesterday, the Hon. Sumanthiran did
raise this issue and on behalf of the Government, I very
clearly stated that the Regulations on the State of
Emergency would be tabled in the House today. The Vote
can be taken on any other day. We know the
Constitutional provisions and when the Regulations will
lapse. But, the question raised was whether the
Regulations on the State of Emergency would be placed
before the House or not. It had been read out by you, Sir.

The second Proclamation revoking it was made last
night. The Security Council chaired by His Excellency
the President met and revoked it so that it does not exist
any longer from mid-night. We know the Constitutional
provision. I agree with you, the State of Emergency had
been on for two, three days. So, on that basis, we had
placed the Proclamation on the State of Emergency
before Parliament and the other new Proclamation will
also be placed before you.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Wait. - [Interruption.] We cannot run Government in
the way you want. We will run it according to the
Constitution. I agreed and assured that we will conduct
the Business of the House according to the Constitution,
but not on the whims and fancies of you all.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

You cannot just promulgate and withdraw it. You are
scared now. - [Interruption.]
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Hon. Speaker, -
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to associate myself with
the sentiments of the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. Actually,
this administration brought about the State of Emergency,
curfew and banning of social media as a draconian
attempt to bring in dictatorship into this country. You do
not have autocracy or authoritarianism in this country;
this is a democracy. The Leader of the House should
understand that. You have to provide an explanation why
the State of Emergency was brought in, why curfew was
enacted and why social media was banned. What is the
reason? - [Interruption.] No. Just because you had a
mandate of 6.9 million people or 6.8 million votes, you
cannot act with impunity, you cannot behave in an
arbitrary manner and you cannot act like a dictator! -
[Interruption.] You owe an explanation.
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Sir, I owe an explanation and I explained it to him; I
explained to the whole House why it was promulgated. -
[Interruption.] 1f he does not understand Sinhala, I can
explain in "Ingreesi", if "Ingreesi” is wanted.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I gave you time. - [Interruption]
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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Hon. Speaker, I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
Community Association of Professionals.”
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Health for report.
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[At this stage, some Members of the Opposition rose displaying
placards and created an uproar.]
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam. - [Uproar.]
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, since the main purpose of today’s
Sitting is, in fact, to discuss the present situation in the
country, I ask you not to allow these interventions
because those are wasting time. The Opposition has given
a list of speakers and I kindly ask you to proceed with the
main purpose of today’s Sitting so that we can carry on
with the list of speakers that has already been given.
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That is exactly what I have been saying. - [Uproar.]

[0@® ¢Dedred Ssmlsed @x¥goc; E8wusasl wws wbwws
&1¢0 5786 007 el o8y eesder WOzl Hw.|

[B)FFBETLILIGHIV THNTGmL F] 2 myLifleoTigeir FsVii LI TswsIHem6m
TBSNIUTY FLITLOHTL_LIGSHISIT LOGH%S b Coaragloepriileri.]

[At this stage, some Members of the Opposition walked into the
Well of the House and created an uproar displaying placards.]
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 11.50 a.m. and then resumed.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana, are you continuing
with your speech?
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(The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana, please continue
with your speech.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, -
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam?
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Just a query, Sir. Today, we are supposed to be
discussing the present situation in the country under an
Adjournment Motion and there is a list of speakers posted
in the Opposition Lobby. If you are not sticking to that -

®G Bendss 0% 8918 Bn®)

(wressyfl @ &wosellsr Lrdls sallarert Sjeuiraesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

We are not taking up an Adjournment Motion today,
but we will be just discussing this issue in Parliament.

o 8.8. 023053500E® Qwvmn
(oresstyfl@ of.88. GluTeiTesridLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Then, I also wish to speak, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Okay. The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana may
continue his speech.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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Please allow the Hon. Member to finish. -
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Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Please allow the Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana to
speak. Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana, please continue
with your speech.
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Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Hon. (Dr.)
Bandula Gunawardana, please continue with your speech.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, what is your point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Allow the Hon. Member to speak. Let him continue. -
[Interruption] Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana, please
continue. [P BBO]



135 208Ce®snd 136

@0 (42008 w) DT QEOEDBY Owmo

(oressyfl@ (SVTHIH) LbHSIL GswTouTSHewT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)

¥ Bememd dueewsd Secsiesy ¢@? ¢:8, 8A
®CBIDD,- [Paids BEB]

@0 Berdss 0% BwinBn®s

(wrewr @ Gupdseatlsr Lrdls salgFrari jeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

There is no time limit in the list. - [Interruption] There
is no time limit for this discussion.
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Hon. Member, please make your point. Please speak.
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Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, what is the point of
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, that is not a point of
Order. Let the Hon. Member speak. [&»0» £588]
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Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, what is the point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Hon.
(Ven.) Rathana Thero, please continue.

@0 (38) gnoBed dnx 88

(orerLyfl@ (suemwr.) 9581T6e018w rHer CHrir)

(The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero)

©0] Bewadss mdm ©0nsBn®s, 00 gdwus’ mOmo.
28 peds) vved dEdO0 Gwr. 998 e@imle BO@D?
BE y@m@W o BOD, ydm Beemdr HOD. OBFOS
a8 O, a8 BOD adgcwenl Bedmdr BweEr. OmHEmIO
e BOed? Yed @BO0w aFHBOCO B W®Eo.
2O WO, y&@D i BODr. Y ¢ ©9cd®
880. ¥ 0wl Sed nFHOwG?

&5y Bedn yom® adges o@mnle? Flatsde 80 om
B8BdyI0, Dom@ed, -wwgys- g 50, 60 BoedcE
80 O 8BS0 BB B B ¢ lift o 3BT
B8w . Dwwm 8BEHsIO o8 eveg »BsTm i
a0 ©¢cedd mds, fan OwE ¢ osim Blww
B8BdyrTeod e® guwme 8O 0drfesy, e vensy BBy
OB ¢ @B TTed and ¢8 ve®ied® endE DO mOR.
[@0@0 BE@H] vTwE 0OmE goorl. & wwdde,
B8Bysled awwmw- [Avds HECH] @@zl ecsim.
B8BLdysted guvme 80 wostesi & 58wD. 0® ydm
Buwertm neeOwE Dl 00m 0O eD5IB

3OOy, e®@m Degdr RO wew asd on YR SWEB®
o®mule? el oesds, dueweds ImSuem
Beamdoe?

sy om@ 28gcw Bedmds. peds) svw BHo® Bws
O HOB emeddsn By en, 8CE Ged BW Bws) Om.
g Ded enews O BemDr. IO ©@@eDrd
1,000z solar panel &8 mS oo m»® g¢ 0® yadmw dsiesy
oy @@ solar panel w8 mosIm 98? IO Bw gede)0O
RO BPew. OO e¥md B ediled IcHBH
HOBO & o O BPewn. 0 peSyed
B250B8BR0T O Bedmdr. w8, »YSES &
O D mOBTesT vy ¢ & solar panel Sm ©8 WS wIB
NB? [aoir HE@H] BE ememr mS m»OsTesy BN
HOBOCIO Bedddwrs Bedmbdr. gm OO eOmE.
BeBAC OaEed @B8Bwd 9 ecstesy mwy solar panel
08 mOsI®). Bw PR Meed 88 B o5y By en. O
08 mer O g¢ qud BB ydvexw . g AT,
?538w@0eD e0In® & e B wWd ¢r¥vn solar panel e
BOI®. Buwle wd meg?

OG BBIC PEBE ¢OCeEs BWmo

(orawybl@ siasrr G)bsiafled ojwrGsear)

(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)

BB ydm e ©d Bewdss m0m wwisBn®A?

®0 Bewdss 0% BwnBn®s

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Hon.
(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, make your speech
brief.
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Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, there is no time limit. Please allow him
to speak. Let him finish his speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, at the request of the House, we have set
a time limit of 10 minutes for each. So, you have two
more minutes to finish your speech.

@0 (4908 ) Besseoes Gorseszses Owmmo

(orerfl@ (HoTH) allLwsrev rreusag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

©0; Bewdss m0m ©sBnd®s, yoosy »® 00 n»d
B0 eI D @CBID. B BO, B GE B

®O Berdss w0 8®isBn®)

(orenyfl@ @ whseller Lrds saillsFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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states, I quote:

“The persons appointed to the Offices referred to in section 2

may be removed from office on any one or more of the
following grounds:- "

"(f) being found guilty of gross neglect of duty;
(g) being found guilty of gross partiality in office; or”
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala. You
have 10 minutes.
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@6 Bewrdss m0% 89IsBn®s

(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam. You have ten
minutes.

@0 8.8, 020535 0DR® wmn

(wressrfl@ of .ef . GluTeiTesTiDLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, we are
discussing today the present crisis faced by the Sri
Lankan State. It is not just the Government, but, in fact,
the whole State that is in crisis. Even if this Government,
at some future date, is forced to accept that it has to leave
office and a new Government is formed, that new
Government, whichever may be, will be forced to pick up
the pieces and that is what the State is in; it is in pieces.

The reaction that we have outside Parliament - on the
streets, in ordinary villages, in big cities mainly in the
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South but also certainly in the North-East - is that this
situation has arisen because this Government has
primarily failed in its duty to govern. They have failed
because of the incapacity to govern. When the
Government was making mistakes, when those mistakes
were quite obvious, the Opposition consistently pointed
out alternate processes that could be taken. But, the
Government chose to ignore them. Simply because they
had a two-thirds majority in this House and a President
who won with a majority of 1.3 million, this Government
thought they could do anything, they could get away with
anything and more than anything else, precisely because
they had such a mandate, they are actually capable of
dealing with a situation that the Sri Lankan State has
probably, arguably, never faced in the past. Well, they
have failed and that failure has been understood by the
general public and that is why these very same people
who gave this Government a 1.3 million advantage when
they voted for President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and who
gave this Government a two-thirds majority, today see no
other way than to demonstrate to this Government that
they have withdrawn those mandates, that those
mandates, they wish to withdraw and they want this
Government to understand that message. In a democratic
country, in a democratic system where you have elections
every five years or four years - in Sri Lanka, it is five
years - when a mandate has been given, but the people
decide that that mandate must be withdrawn, that they
want to withdraw it, the only way in which they can show
it is, in fact, by getting on to the streets and that is what
they are doing.

So, if there is to be any form of accountability, the fact
that the President must go, resign and this Government
must also resign forthwith must be something that is
above question. It is our reading, Sir, that the public's
outcry can be contained, managed for the future only if
the Government gets this message straightaway. President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa must resign and this Government
must leave! But, there is a gap. Unfortunately, we are
constrained by what is known as the Constitution and this
Constitution does not provide for the crisis that is at hand.
What we have within this House is not reflected outside
this House or rather, what is reflected outside this House
is not reflected in this House because this House is two
years old, this House is outdated and the people outside,
who actually voted Members into this House, feel
disenfranchised.

So, in that case, under the Constitution, if the
President has to go, has to resign, that means, it is this
House which has to appoint someone from within this
House. But, this House, as I said earlier, is redundant. A
two-thirds majority, this Government cannot even dream
of, if there is an election tomorrow, Sir. Therefore, this
House cannot be expected to appoint a President even if
Gotabaya Rajapaksa resigns and it is for that reason that
we say there must be certain interim measures.

Firstly, if the public outcry and the crisis that is
leading to a situation which could become completely
ungovernable are to be, in some way, contained, we need

to have an assurance coming out of the President’s own
mouth that he will go immediately. Secondly, we need
assurance that this Government will also go. Thirdly, we
need a date, a date within the next three months, fixed to
face a Parliamentary Election. Once these three
assurances are given, we can sit down and see how we
can go about in those interim three months until that
election takes place and a Parliament and an Executive
that are representative of the opinion of today’s people
could, in fact, govern.

The fact, Sir, is that the Opposition also does not want
to govern right now because they feel that they do not
have the required numbers in Parliament. Just because
you have some 40 odd Members standing up yesterday
and announcing that they are independent - I mean, they
did support the President and this Government on every
issue blindly and it is only today, when the people are on
the streets and are up in arms, that they are trying to
demonstrate their independence - that independence
cannot be taken into account and no reasonable thinking
person in the Opposition would be confident enough to
take on the mantles of government unless their numbers
and their interests in this House are assured so that they
can take the tough decisions that ought to be taken, if this
country is ever to recover.

Finally, Sir, I also wish to plead with the ordinary
Sinhalese people who are protesting today. For the first
time in the history of this country, they are protesting not
only against the economic crisis, but also against the way
in which the Government and the State is acting. For the
first time, you have the might of the military being
unleashed against them, the might of the State being
unleashed against them and they are beginning to see
how dangerous it is and how disenfranchised they feel in
a situation where politicians only think of themselves,
where the politicians have lied to them for decades, not
just over the last two, three years, but for decades, and
where they have realized that they have been robbed. It is
not the North and the East or the Tamil people who have
been robbed, but they who have been robbed for 74
years! We have been telling through our mandates given
in the North and the East that we have been robbed.

But today, even they, the Sinhalese people, are being
robbed and that is why they are on the streets. This
moment is a golden moment to make a change in this
country, which will result in a totally new beginning
where Sri Lanka can actually represent all its peoples,
where Sri Lanka can celebrate its multiple identities as a
Tamil-speaking nation and a Sinhala-speaking nation.
That reality must not be ignored. You have, for the first
time, this opportunity where the Tamil people are willing
to support you in that change. But, you also must support
us. We will agree to the abolition of the Executive
Presidency, but you all must agree to restructure Sri
Lanka, recognizing the Tamil and Sinhala-speaking
nations on federal lines. Your unitary concept is outdated;
you had it for 74 years; you had it for the last 12 years
even after the destruction of the LTTE, but you have
failed using that very same State structure. So, for God’s
sake, wake up! Apart from what these politicians have
cheated you about, they are also cheating you when they
say that federalism is for separation. It is not.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®6 8.8, 0205350 R® wmn

(wressryfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTesribLISVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up, Sir, with this one simple point.
The Hambantota District had to wait for a President
Rajapaksa - they are, probably, the second most important
family amongst the Sinhalese today - for it to be
developed. But, it had to wait for a Mahinda Rajapaksa or
a Gotabaya Rajapaksa to develop it to what it is today.
Should this development not take place regardless of the
district? Should this development not take place all over
the Island? Should it only take place when a particular
personality is in power? If it is to take place equally all
over, you have to get rid of this notion of a “Unitary
State”; you have to take power to the grassroots.

@0 Bewdss 202 BwinBn®r

(oreryllg Guwsseallsr Nrds sallereri jsuiaer)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®0 8.8. 0205350 E® ®wmn
(wressyfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTesribLIEVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up, Sir.

You have to gather the principle of subsidiarity and
the only concept which can make sense, even for the
question of development, is one of federalism. You must
live up to that reality.

Thank you.

®0; Bewdss 0% BwinBn®r

(omevorLll@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Gamini Lokuge. You have ten minutes.

OO ©®8 & eimed Do
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(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)
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(orerflg Gwssallsr Nrds salleFreri Hjauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. You
have ten minutes.

©0 8.8, @I BET Owmn

(LomessTL L@ 6TLD.67. FHLofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees.

®©S 85T ymoslg Swmo
(oressryfl@ amflsst LFeTTHgI)
(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bewdss 0% BwinBn®

(wrevrfl@ Gusseflet Lrdld sallaFreri ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

®©S 85T ymoslg Swmo

(oressryfl@ amflsst LFeTTHgI)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Now, the Hon. Sumanthiran has been asked to speak.
- [Interruption]

G Bendss 0% 8918 Bn®)

(oressryfl @ & whasellsr Lrdls sallareri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the Hon. Sumanthiran has been asking
for an opportunity to speak since yesterday morning.

@G 85T Yyxslg Swmo

(revrLfl@ aniflest LTeTThg!)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Sir, you cannot be biased. For how long have I been
asking from you for an opportunity to speak?

®0 Bewrdss 0% BwsBn®

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallgFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, I have been instructed by the Secretary
-General -

@S ©B5Y Yyxslg Swmo

(omessTyfl@ amMlsst LiTeTT )

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

No, the Secretary-General has no say. He said that it
is up to you.

®G Bendss 0% 89I1sBn®r

(oressryfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuiraesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the Hon. Sumanthiran has been asking
for an opportunity since morning and the Secretary-
General - [Interruption]

®©S 85T Yyrmroslg Swmo

(oressrfl@ amflsst LFeTTHEI)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Sir, now, you are an independent Member. So, please
be independent when you are in the Chair.

@6 Bewrdss m0% 89IsBn®s

(wressTyfl @ &woselsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran, please continue.

© 90.8. @I RST Owmo

(LomerLLA)@ 6TLD.67. FLOBHTeiT)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Harin Fernando, I am sorry if you were to speak
next. But, the tradition is, when the Opposition -
[Interruption]
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(oreryflg @wsseaflsr rds sallereri jauiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Member, please respect the Chair.

®S 85T Ymoslg Swmo

(worenrfl@ anifler LieTThg!)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

I will respect the Chair, but not you.

®©0; 98.8. 9@s3B 55T ©wmo

(LomessTL L@ 6TLD.67. FLofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The tradition is, the second largest party in the
Opposition gets to speak second from the Opposition side.
From morning, we have not got the opportunity to speak.
There is no logic in this, to have the SJB speak every second
time. The SJB is not a privileged party in this House. We
must have our turn properly.

@S 85T Ymslg Swmo
(omevsryLil@ e LiFeTThHg!)
(The Hon. Harin Fernando)
Okay, please speak.

@G 98.9. @3B SsT ®wmo
(omevorLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. &rLobreir)
(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)
Right. Thank you.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, today, we are
discussing the situation in the country. What is the
situation in the country? The situation in the country is
that people cannot live, people have no food to eat, people
do not have fuel and children cannot go to school. So,
they have come on to the streets. That is the situation in
the country.

Then, in order to handle that situation, what has the
Government done? The Government has resigned; all
Members of the Cabinet have tendered their resignation.
What does that mean? That means, they accept that they
are unable to govern the country. That is the only
explanation one can give for the Members of the Cabinet,
wholesale, to have tendered their resignation. When that
is the real situation, the Hon. Members in the Government
rows, one after another, are standing up and saying that
they still have the mandate to govern. Then, why did you
resign? If you thought that you still have the mandate of
the people to govern, why did you all, wholesale in one
letter, resign from your portfolios? Having conceded that
you have failed, you are now standing up here talking big
when the country is in a very serious crisis. So, you must
go and when I say that you must go, the leader must go.

After all of these days, you have not understood what
the people are saying. If you think that removing the
Minister of Finance or a State Minister tendering his
resignation with effect from of 01% of May or some other
measure is sufficient for that, it is not. They have a
serious issue with regard to the finances of the country.
And after saying, “We will not go to the International
Monetary Fund”, you have eventually caved in and have
gone. Yesterday, the IMF had issued a statement. I am

going to read it from the Reuters news report. It states,
"IMF staff is looking forward to programme discussions
with the authorities, including during the visit of the
newly appointed Finance Minister to Washington later
this month". Now, where is the newly appointed Finance
Minister, the one most important post there must be in
Government today? If you are to deal with the situation
out there, if you are to deal with the dollar crisis, if you
are to deal with the escalating prices, if you are to deal
with the shortage of food and the shortage of medicine,
you need a Minister of Finance and you do not have a
Minister of Finance. And, you have decided to go to the
IMF, but who is to go as Finance Minister? Your
Secretary to the Treasury has resigned; there is no
Minister of Finance, no Secretary and no money in the
Treasury. You have brought this country into bankruptcy!
That is what you have done. You have brought this
country into bankruptcy.

Sir, I am reminded of something I learned with regard
to the word “bankruptcy”. In ancient Greece, there were

lenders in the market place who sat on benches, "2 in
Sinhala. The word "bankruptcy" came from that. @-zmdc
208 @, they lent. They lent more than they could
actually afford. At the end of the day, when they did not
have money to give back, people came, took that bench
and broke it into two - bancus ruptus. That is how the
word "bankruptcy" came into being. So, people have now
come to take your chair, your throne - what you thought
“the Rajapaksa Throne” - and they are breaking it into
two; they are chasing you away from the Government as
the trader's or banker's bench had been bancus ruptus and
was chased away. That is what they are doing because
you have made the country bankrupt.

How did that happen? Yes, it happened over a long
period of time. You blindly borrowed to fight a war.
Why did you have to fight a war? You had to fight a
war because you did not keep your promises. If
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact had been
implemented, if the Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayakam
Pact had been implemented, the Tamil youth would not
have taken up arms. You did not keep your promises and
that is why you had to fight a war and why you had to
borrow so much. Now, the time of repayment has come.
But, the last trigger, the trigger that sent you down the
slippery slope from which you are unable to climb back
up happened in December, 2019 when President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa became President and wanted to
hold a Parliamentary Election very soon. He thought,
“Okay, with this wind, we will capture power and come
into Parliament as well” and announced a series of tax
cuts, lowered the rates of VAT, increased the threshold
for Income Tax, Corporate Tax et cetera.

Now, the analysis shows that by that one act alone, 25
per cent of the revenue to the country was lost. Twenty
five per cent! What is worse, 33 per cent of the taxpayers
got out of the tax net! That is how everybody reckoned
that you will not be able to meet the Balance of Payment,
and your ratings dropped. Today, at the Committee on
Public Finance, it was confirmed that in April, 2020, we
were shut out of the financial markets, that we were
blacklisted. Two years ago, we were blacklisted, but you
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did not tell that to the people. Your mismanagement and
your keenness to win the election by giving freebies and
sweeteners to the people caused it. Once you were shut
out of the international financial markets, it was the slope
from which you could never climb back. That is why the
country is in this situation.

At least now, people have woken up. That is why they
are saying, “Go, Gota, go home!”. That is why they are
calling on the President to go because it was the act of the
President that triggered this collapse. He must go! If this
is a democratic country, if you have ears to hear, listen. If
anyone in the Government ranks actually has ears, tell
your President to go. The Constitution has made
provision, when the President resigns, as to how the
country will be governed. All that will happen, but until
he goes, people will not relent, I can tell you that. This is
not something that any political party has organized. I
must tell the Chief Government Whip not to try what
President J.R. Jayewardene tried in 1983, to put the blame
on the Left forces of the country, driving them back
underground. That is what happened to the JVP who had
joined the mainstream by then. President Jayewardene
called them '"Naxalite forces". The Hon. Vasudeva
Nanayakkara  went  underground; Mr.  Vijaya
Kumaratunga was arrested and the JVP also went
underground.

®0; Bewdss 0% BwisBn®r

(wrewryfl@ Gupdsetler LNrdls salgFrari ojeuirssr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

®6; 98.8. g®@sIB 5T Owmo
(omessTyf)@ 6Tib.6T. SFrLobHlreir)
(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)
I am winding up, Sir.

Today, this morning, the Chief Government Whip
tried that with the JVP. Please do not do that. No political
party has done this. This is a people’s movement. This is
something unprecedented; this country has never seen this
before. That is why you are shocked. This is happening
organically and people will not relent until Gota goes
home. Thank you.

OO Bendss 0% 89I1sBn®)

(wressryll@ Guwdbseallsr Lrdls sallerart ojeursesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara. You
have 10 minutes.
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(wressryll@ swrdP e wGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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®6 8.8, 0205350 R® wmn
(wressryfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTesribLISVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

208 BSedde.
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OO Berdss 0% 89rsBn®)

(wressryll@ & wdhsellsr Lrdls sallereri ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam? Let us not make it a debate.

®0 8.8. 0205350E® Qwmn
(wrewryfl@ of.of. GlLTesTesTLDLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Will you permit me, Hon. Member?

®0; Bewdss 202 BwinBn®r

(wressryll@ Gwdhsellsr Lrdls sallereri ojsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Time is very much limited today, Hon. Ponnambalam.

®0 8.8. 0205350 E® Dwmn
(wressyfl@ of .88 GlureiTesribLIsVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Only if he allows me, Sir.

®O ¢838 BsweudmS Swmo
(wrewryfl@ swrdp LuBssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Do not waste my time.

®0; 8.8. 0205350 E® Dwmn

(wressryfl@ of.ef. GureiTesripLIsVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I pleaded with the Sinhalese people to accept
federalism. I pleaded with - [Interruption]

®0; Bewdss 0% BwinBn®r

(wrewryfl@ Gupdsetler LNrdls salgFrari jeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you, Hon. Member. Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara,
you may continue.

®O (88 BsweuEdmS Swmo

(wressryll@ swrdP wGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

My dear Friend, it is not a question to be asked from
the Sinhalese people. This is a problem for all the parties
to discuss; we have to discuss this among all the parties.
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®0; Bewdss 202 BwinBn®r

(wrewr @ Gupdseatler LNrdld salgFrari ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(wressryll@ Guwdbseallsr Lrdls sallerart ojeursesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Thushara Indunil
Amarasena. - /Not in the Chamber.]

The next in line is the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam. You have 10 minutes.

@S BT Ymslg Swmo
(oressryLll@ aunMest LiFerT )
(The Hon. Harin Fernando)
No, Sir, I -

®6 Bendss 0% 89rsBn®)

(wressryll@ & wdhseflsr LTdls sallsreri ojeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You came late to Parliament and you disrespected the
Chair. You swore and spoke in filth to the Chair. Unless

you withdraw it, I will not actually, - [Interruption] 1t is
the discretion of the Chair.

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, you
have 10 minutes.- [Interruption]

O BB BT CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rnEmO Owmo
(orevTLLfl@ FTeRTdhaIWesT FTEgLdbS Tesr @)L Tensildhaib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you, Sir.
a¢ cod pedt) 8ved,- [P BE@nf]

G Bendss 0% 8918 Bn®)

(wressTyfl@ & wohsellsr Lrdls sallsreri Seurasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Harin Fernando, you disrespected the Chair. If
you do not withdraw your statement, I will not allow you
to speak.

O BB 35T CrxsyyBOsT Gres@r€ntm® Owmo
(orevTLLll@ FTeRTdhaIWeT TTELdbS TesT @) T Tessildhaib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

¢ cDe,-

@G 85T ymslg Swmo
(revryfl@ aniflesr LTeTThg!)
(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

I do not respect you!

®G; Bendss 0% 8918 Bn®)

(wressyfl @ &wosellsr Lrdls sallarert Sjeuiraesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You do not have to respect me, but the Chair. -
[Interruption] Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam, please continue with your speech.

O BB B5T CoxsyyBOBT Gres@r€ntm® Owmo
(orevrLLfl@ FTeRTdhaIWeT TTeLEbS T6sT @)rTEFLTessildheLb)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you, Sir.
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OO Berdss 0% 89rsBn®)

(wressryll@ & wdhseflsr Lrdls sallereri ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Allow the Hon. Member to speak.

O BB B5T CresyyTBOsT Gres@r1&hmmn® dvmo

(orerL)Lfl@ FTeRTdHSIWET TTERLES 6T @) TEFLLTessildhaLh)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

®® ¢utwo, Twitter ©ew ¢y post &=z "You have
messed with the wrong generation" Bwo. That is what has
happened. It is my generation and you have messed with the
wrong generation. That is what has happened. -
[Interruption] My generation today wants Mr. Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to resign and go home. Till that happens, these
protests will not stop. gF¥®»0® &g WHS ©DOS =W
OO, EEEOTHD OB B5YDD B ggencw aedny
Bedm. e@ime,

[8Gossmed ¢es 588 9O o GE.]
[ydBlrrFens s 1_swarting ysmmLLL (Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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I am winding up, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank  you.  Next, the  Hon.
Abeygunawardana. You have ten minutes.

Rohitha

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon.Weerasumana Weerasinghe to the
Chair?
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(The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva)

I propose that the Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe
do now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE
took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.28 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Thursday, 07th April, 2022.
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