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Sjeui GésemLids@ oyplafiimym?

( B) @erGmeb, sysir?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:
Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

whether he is aware that the Japan-Sri
Lanka Joint Comprehensive Partnership
Secretariat had been functioning in the
Embassy of Sri Lanka in Japan from the
year 2015 to 2019;

separately, the objectives of maintaining the

said Secretariat and the objectives
accomplished through that; and

the benefits accrued by Sri Lanka as a result
of maintaining the said Secretariat?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

separately, the names of the staff and the
advisers who served in the above
Secretariat; and

separately, the expenditures borne on the
salaries and allowances, overtime payments
and local and international travels of the
staff who served in the above office and the
expenses made on purchasing the office
equipment, in rupees?

If not, why?

@0 ®0® DcEEds Ovm (DEBw wvwewsdB@m
WOGR Coxsxs §Damur®)

(orenrflE

STTSH umev @il - Urribglw 2 _mey

BL_6)1q 8560 &% 61T @mr&mﬁja; @,mwé&fr)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional

Co-operation)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, I answer that Question.

(a)

(M

The Japan-Sri Lanka Joint Comprehensive
Partnership (JCP) Secretariat (hereinafter
referred to as JCP Secretariat) was
functioning in the Embassy of Sri Lanka in
Japan from the year 2015 to 2019.

(ii)

(iii)

1042

It has been anticipated to achieve the
following primary objectives through the
JCP Secretariat:

1. Enable equitable and inclusive
development of Sri Lanka.

2. Integrate Sri Lanka’s economic
activities into global value chain.

3. Foster excellence in science and
technology.

4. Promote high technology industries
in Sri Lanka.

5. Support e-Government initiatives
by focusing on outcome-based HR
development in coordinating the
activities of two countries.

. Foreign Investment, Technology,
Trade and Enterprise

As an outcome of the Trade Mission, many
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
commenced technology transfer initiatives
in partnership with local stakeholders.

An engineering consulting company in
Japan and in consultation with the
company, a proposal for manufacturing
electric three-wheelers has been discussed.
It is envisaged that over 80 per cent of the
components of the vehicle will be
manufactured in Sri Lanka.

Introduction of Hybrid Ice into Sri Lanka
and the team expects to make available the
prototype machine to create Hybrid Ice.

Implement an early warning system in the
Greater Kandy area to monitor floods and
landslides. As an outcome of the
porogramme, a sample NerveNet lab
system was installed at the University of
Peradeniya.

° Infrastructure and Power
Development

The JCP Secretariat supported negotiations
in relation to the completion of the Kandy
Expressway and ERD is finalizing the loan
agreement.

. Urban and Regional
Development

The JCP Secretariat initiated discussions to
seek the possibility of developing an
advanced agro-medical hub connected to
the Greater Kandy Urban Plan emulating
Shiga Prefecture model on health and well-
being and visited the prospective site in
Kirimetiya in the Central Province.
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STI-led Human Development/
People-to-People Exchange

The JCP Secretariat initiated discussions
with Japanese counterparts in Gunma
University, Japan practicing STEM
education from elementary school to
university level. The counterparts have
indicated possibility to organize a two-
weeks to one-month programme to invite
Sri Lankan students in the area of robotics,
engineering, electricity programming. The
JCP Secretariat investigated opportunities to
set up the School of Government with the
support of Shizenkan University and the
National Graduate Institute for Policy
Studies (GRIPS) of Japan.

Safety and Security

Discussions were initiated with the Special
Envoy to the Prime Minister in Japan with
regard to providing a training and
dispatching honourably retired army
officials in Sri Lanka to Japan. Furthermore,
Japan continues to support improvements to
Sri Lanka’s international credit ratings by
leveraging on its different modalities for
investment in Sri Lanka.

The following two (02) full-time paid staff
and an adviser in honourary capacity had
served in the JCP Secretariat:

1. Prof. Monte Cassim, Senior Adviser to
Prime Minister, Supervisor of JCP
Tokyo Office (honourary, no salary)

2. Dr. Ratnin Dewaraja, Coordinator
(part time: 3 days per week)

3. Ms. Aya Takeuchi, full-time Staff
Member (Project Administrator and
Government Liaison Officer)
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(@) Qe srsir?

asked the Minister of Health:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) there is a hospital called “Katiyawa
Divisional Hospital” in Anuradhapura; and

(if) the residential patients and the people who
come to the hospital daily face difficulties
due to the lack of water facilities in the
aforesaid hospital?
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(b)  Will he inform this House of the action that will be
taken to solve the water problem in the aforesaid
hospital?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(m) @)eir@mev, sy6tT?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Economic
Policies and Plan Implementation, Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs and
Minister of Urban Development and Housing:

(a)  Will he state whether the Divisional Secretariats
which do not have adequate facilities, out of the
Divisional Secretariats in Sri Lanka, have been
identified?

(b) Will he admit the fact that the Divisional
Secretariats of Alawwa and Narammala in
Kurunegala District are run without adequate
facilities?

(¢)  Will he inform this House whether necessary steps
would be taken to provide those two Divisional
Secretariats with adequate building facilities?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa - Minister of Irrigation, State
Minister of Defence and State Minister of Home Affairs)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon. Kins

Nelson)
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, of the income that has been
generated by the Sri Lanka Railways in
each year from the year 2015 up to now
through freight transport;

(ii)) the names of the goods thus transported;
and

(iii)  separately, the measures that have been
taken and are expected to be taken by the
Ministry to popularize the freight transport
through Railway?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Dilum Amunugama - Minister of Transport)
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01 2015 or. 384,074,046.79
02 2016 or. 408,964,418.89
03 2017 or. 429,111,893.20
04 2018 or. 418,221,297.74
05 2019 or. 435,021,224.65
06 2020 or. 364,773,040.11
07 2021 or. 431,778,246.86
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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ACTION AGAINST THE BILL RELATING TO SRI
LANKA PASSED IN PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT

OF ONTARIO, CANADA: STATEMENT BY STATE
MINISTER OF REGIONAL CO-OPERATION
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional

Co-operation)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, I wish to make this Statement in
response to the Parliamentary Question raised under
Standing Order 27 (2) by the Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye
Rathana Thero on 11" March, 2022.

ure@iw - dArrpslw 2 _mey

1.  Yes, we are aware of Bill 104. Mr. Vijay
Thanigasalam, Member of the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario, Provincial Parliament and
of Sri Lankan origin, submitted a Private
Members Public Bill titled “Tamil Genocide
Education Week Act” on 30™ April, 2019 and it
came into effect on 6 May, 2021. Due to the
strength of the vote of Canadians of Tamil origin,
MP Thanigasalam was able to introduce Bill 104
at the Provincial Parliament.

The purpose of this Bill is to have a seven-day
period in each year ending on May 18, not in
March, to be proclaimed as “Tamil Genocide
Education Week”, during which period all
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Ontarians are encouraged to educate themselves
about and maintain their awareness of the so-
called Tamil genocide and other genocides that
have occurred in the world history.

Yes, recognizing the strain this Bill can cause on
the inter-community relations among the members
of the Sri Lankan community in Canada, we have
sought intervention of the Canadian Government
through the Canadian High Commission in
Colombo as well as through our Missions in
Canada.

The members of the Sri Lankan expatriate
community in Canada have initiated legal action
against the enactment of Bill 104. This includes
filing of Constitutional Questions by a Sri Lankan
Canadian at the Ontario Superior Court on the
legality of the Provincial Parliament passing this
Bill. In addition, the Sri Lankan Canadian Action
Coalition - SLCAC - in Toronto has hired a law
firm to challenge this Bill at the Ontario Superior
Court.

The Bill was originally submitted in April, 2019
and came into effect only in May, 2021. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs had made concerted
efforts to prevent this Bill from being taken up for
two years. This two-year delay was due to the
extensive action taken by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in coordination with the Sri Lankan High
Commission in Ottawa, the Consulate General in
Toronto, which is covering the Ontario Province,
and the members of the Sri Lankan origin
community in Canada.

After the First Reading on 30™ April, 2019, the
Second Reading of the Bill took place on 16"
May, 2019, where it was debated and referred to
the Standing Committee on Regulations and
Private Bills. The Bill was pending before this
Committee for nearly two years. It is notable that
the two-year delay at the Committee level was
possible partly due to understanding of the MP
who was the Chair of the Committee. However,
when MP Logan Kanapathi of Sri Lankan origin
took over the Chairmanship of the Standing
Committee on Regulations and Private Bills on
30™ March, 2021, the Bill was abruptly reported to
the Legislative Assembly for the Third Reading on
06™ May, 2021 and was carried. This process had
taken place without hearings at the Committee
Stage. It is evident that the Bill was rushed through
the House by MPP Thanigasalam and Kanapathi
and their supporters to prevent any dissent or
delay.

The Sri Lankan High Commission in Ottawa and
the Consulate General in Toronto have made
representations at various fronts/ levels against the

Bill, as per the instructions of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. This was supported by the
Foreign Ministry in the form of both verbal and
written opposition to the Bill.

The then Foreign Minister had written to the Foreign
Minister of Canada and met the Canadian High
Commissioner in Colombo and sought intervention to
prevent the enactment of the Bill. The Sri Lanka
community in Canada has also made written submissions
and met with several MPP opposing the Bill.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its Missions in
Ottawa and Toronto continue to engage with the relevant
authorities in the Canadian Government on this matter.
The Canadian Foreign Ministry has confirmed that the
Government of Canada has not made a finding that there
was "genocide" in Sri Lanka. Most recently, on 07th
February, 2022, the Sri Lankan High Commission in
Canada issued a Media Statement refuting the allegation
of “Tamil genocide” in Sri Lanka.
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Presented by the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, Minister of
Agriculture;

to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 05th April, 2022 and to be
printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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DR. S.S. GUNAWARDANA INDIGENOUS AYURVEDA
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION) BILL
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Health for report.
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complemented with revenue administration reform."
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I will wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Akila Ellawala. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

What is the point of Order your are raising, Hon.
Member?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Thank you.

The next speaker is the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan.
Youhave 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan)
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa.
You have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oresryfl@ & whseflsr LTdls sallFreri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

©6 gerdn gedBen Owmo
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Hon. State
Minister, please continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please allow the Hon. State Minister to
answer.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please allow the Hon. State Minister to
speak.
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(omrevsr i@ Gupssefler Lrds sallFmeri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Member, please allow the Hon.
State Minister to speak. It is the Hon. State Minister's
time.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa)

g0 @® 6ed published data; these are all published
data. So, do not speak as if you are speaking at a village
council.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Chief Government Whip?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

This is the Government's time. Hon. State Minister,
please continue . - [Interruption]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, please continue.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.30 p.m.
for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed.
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.

IO O eWIB R PBOED» P8 GEoesz10;8) Ses.

YSeTLILY, WIS (S\BLL%]) CHTSIVr EemTeuiBerr e idssir
BEWCVEDLD UGBTI B6N.

Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) KOKILA GUNAWARDENE fook the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M. Udayakumar. You
have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. M. Udayakumar)

Sir, I am finishing up. Just give me a few more
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda.
You have ten minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon.
Adaikkalanathan. - /Not in the Chamber.]

Selvam

Then, the Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren. You have seven
minutes.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! g¢ 850 Budn »O@n ades’ O ennl
DICB CA B3O ©%0d e ¢?

0)6‘( @ﬁ@@d‘(

(omessrLyifl@ 2 myrifeoriaser)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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[womsvsrrjfley Geprairave s Liisrrhs]

Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Johnston Fernando.]
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Considered in Committee.

/THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3.- ( Amendment of the First Schedule to the principal
enactment)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Question, that the New Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed
to.

New Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.33 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Friday, 25th March, 2022.
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