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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:
“Finance Bill”
BEFORE : Priyantha Jayawardena PC Judge of the Supreme Court

K. Kumuduni Wickremasinghe

A. L. Shiran Gooneratne

S.C. (S.D.) No. 25/2021

Petitioner : Sunil Handunneththi

Judge of the Supreme Court
Judge of the Supreme Court

Counsel : Shantha Jayawardena with Niranjan Arulpragasam and Thilini

Vidanagamage

S.C. (8.D.) No. 26/2021

Petitioner ; Eran Wickramaratne

Counsel H Suren Fernando with Khyathi Wikramanayake and Sanjith Dias
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S.C. (S.D.) No. 27/2021
Petitioner : Ekeshwara Kottegoda Vithana

Counsel § Darshana Weraduwage with Dhanushi Kalupahana

S.C. (S5.D.) No. 28/2021

Petitioners 1. Centre for Policy Alternatives (Guarantee) Limited

2. Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu

Counsel : M. A. Sumanthiran PC with Viran Corea, Bhavani Fonseka, S.
Fernando, Luwie Ganeshkaran, Kyati Wickramanayake, Sanjith

Dias and Divya Mascarange

S.C. (S.D.) No. 29/2021
Petitioner : Rathnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Counsel : Farman Cassim PC with B. Siriwardena, Mithun Imbulamure and

Vinura Kularatne

S.C. (S.D.) No. 30/2021

Petitioner : Weligodage Saman Rathnapriya Silva

Counsel : Eraj de Silva with Daminda Wijerathne and J. Sundharamoorthy

S.C. (S.D.) No. 31/2021
Petitioner ; Ashok Abeysinghe

Counsel : A. S. M. Perera PC with Anjela Josef

S.C. (S.D.) No. 32/2021

Petitioner i Nagananda Kodituwakku, appeared in person

Respondent 1. The Attorney-General

2. Secretary-General of Parliament
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Counsel : N. Wigneshwaran, Deputy Solicitor-General with Ishara
Madurasinghe, State Counsel and Shiloma David, State

Counsel

Court assembled for hearings at 10.00 a.m. on the 27%, 28" and 29" of July, 2021. With consent
of the parties, all the petitions were taken up for hearing together on the 28" of July, 2021.

A Bill titled ‘Finance’ was published in the Government Gazette of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka on the 12" of July, 2021, and was placed on the Order Paper of Parliament
on the 20" of July, 2021.

The aforementioned petitioners have invoked the jurisdiction of this court in terms of Article
121(1) of the Constitution to determine whether the Bill or any of the Clauses therein are

inconsistent with the Constitution.

The Attorney-General was given notice in terms of Article 134(1) of the Constitution. The learned
Deputy Solicitor-General who appeared for the Attorney-General and Secretary-General of
Parliament, learned counsel for the petitioners, and the petitioner who appeared in person, assisted

court in considering the constitutionality of the Bill and the Clauses therein.

The Bill seeks to introduce a tax amnesty in order to give effect to the proposals contained in the

Budget Speech which was presented to Parliament by the former Minister of Finance on the 17t

of November, 2021, and approved by Parliament.
The long title of the Bill states —

“An Act to enable persons to voluntarily disclose undisclosed taxable supplies,
income and assets required to be disclosed under certain laws; to provide for the
imposition of a tax on the taxable supplies, income and assets so disclosed; to
indemnify the persons who voluntarily disclose any such taxable supply, income or
asset against liability from investigation, prosecution and penalties under specified
laws; to grant certain concessions to persons who had already disclosed taxable
supplies, income and assets under specified laws; and for matters connected

therewith and incidental thereto.™
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Part I of the Bill — Imposing the Tax on Voluntary Disclosure

Part I of the Bill provides a tax amnesty to individuals and companies who voluntarily disclose
taxable supply, income or asset which they were required to disclose, but had failed to disclose
under the provisions of specified revenue laws. Clause 2(2) of the Bill however, excludes those
under investigation, pending legal proceedings, or convicted under the provisions of specified

laws, from benefitting under the scheme set out in the Bill.

Accordingly, any person who wishes to benefit from the tax amnesty scheme set out in the Bill, is
first required to invest an amount equivalent to the undisclosed taxable supply, income or asset
either in shares issued by a resident company, treasury bills or bonds issued by the Central Bank,
any quoted debt securities issued by a resident company in Sri Lanka, or in any movable or
immovable property. If such person is unable to invest immediately, the said amount may be
deposited in a bank account. Clause 3(3) of the Bill further states that those who have invested or
deposited such an amount prior to the commencement of the Act, are exempted from fulfilling the

said requirement.

In addition to the above, Clause 4(2) of the Bill requires such persons to pay a tax on voluntary
disclosure. The said tax is charged at a rate of one percent of the amount of taxable supplies,

income or assets disclosed in the declaration form submitted to the Commissioner-General under

Clause 5(1) of the Bill.

However, if such declaration is not in compliance with the provisions of the Bill, the
Commissioner-General of Inland Revenue may reject the same and should notify the declarant in

writing, the reasons for the rejection.

Part I1 of the Bill - Provisions to Write off Tax Arrears under certain laws

Part 11 of the Bill provides for a taxpayer who is liable to pay tax arrears or penalty or interest
stipulated under the provisions of the Bill within the stipulated time frame to be written-off by the

Commissioner-General.
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Further, Clause 12 of the Bill writes off tax arrears of any individual whose assessable income, as
calculated in terms of the said Clause, does not exceed Rs. 3 million. However, the said write offs

are subject to the limitations set out in Clauses 14 and 15 of the Bill.

Moreover, such concessions on tax would not be granted to persons with tax arrears payable under
the Value Added Tax Act No.14 of 2002 and would only be applicable to any individual whose
assessable income in terms of the Inland Revenue Act No. 24 of 2017 prior to the 31* of March,
2020, is less than three million rupees. Further, such concessions on tax would not be granted to

individuals falling within the categories set out under the proviso to Clause 12 of the Bill.

At the commencement of the hearing, learned Deputy Solicitor-General who appeared for the
Attorney-General and Secretary-General of Parliament, submitted that the Ministry of Finance had
agreed to amend some of the Clauses in the Bill at the committee stage and outlined the proposed
amendments. Further, he moved for time till the 29" of July, 2021, to hand over the proposed
amendments to court after the Legal Draftsman had prepared the same. Accordingly, the following
committee stage amendments were handed over to court with copies to the counsel for the

petitioners on the 29" of July, 2021;

1. Clause 4(1) will be amended as follows:
A person to whom this Part applies shall be liable to pay a tax to be called the “Tax on

Voluntary Disclosure” to_the Commissioner-General prior to making the declaration

under section 5 subject to the provisions of subsection (2).

2. Clause 5(1) will be amended as follows:

Any person to whom this Part applies who has invested or deposited any undisclosed
taxable supply, income or asset as specified in section 3 and has paid the Tax on
Voluntary Disclosure as specified in section 4, shall on or prior o December 31, 2021,
submit to the Commissioner-General a declaration (hereinafter in this Part referred to
as the “declarant”) in relation to any undisclosed taxable supply, income or asset,
substantially in the relevant Form specified in Part I or Part II of Schedule V herero,
along with the documents to prove the ownership, date of acquisition and cost or market

value of the asset subject to the guidelines issued by the Commissioner-General under

subsection (2).
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3. Clause 5(2) will be substituted with the following:
For the effective implementation of the provisions of this Act, the Commissioner-General
may issue necessary guidelines specifying the manner of payment and filing the

declaration within one week of the date of coming into operation of this Act.

4.  Clause 5(3) will be substituted with the following:
(@) Upon receipt of a declaration made under subsection (1), the Commissioner-

General shall verify whether such declaration is in accordance with this Act.

(b) Where the declaration is in accordance with this Act the Commissioner-General
shall accept the declaration in writing and inform of such acceptance to the

declarant within thirty days of the date of receipt of the declaration.

(c) If the declaration is not in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the
Commissioner-General shall reject the declaration and inform the declarant in
writing the reasons for his rejection within thirty days of the date of receipt of such

declaration.

(d) If the Commissioner-General fails to inform the declarant as specified in paragraph

(b) and (c) within thirty days the declaration shall be deemed to have been accepted,

5. Clause 5(4) will be substituted with the following:
Any declarant whose declaration is rejected in terms of subsection (3), shall be entitled
to submit a fresh declaration remedying any defects specified in the Commissioner-
General's decision under subsection (3) within thirty days of the receipt of the

Commissioner-General's decision.
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Clause 5(5) will be amended as follows:

Any declarant who intentionatly provides false or incorrect information in the
declaration made under subsection (1) shall not be entitled to the immunity granted under
section 6, notwithstanding the acknowledgement of such declaration by the

Commissioner-General under subsection (3).

Clause 6(1) will be amended as follows:

(a) Under the provisions of therespeetive any law specified in Schedule I hereto, other
than the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2002 awd in relation to any year of
assessment ending on or prior to March 31, 2020 in relation to the texable-supply
income or asset disclosed in the declaration made under subsection (1) of section
3

(b) Under the provisions of the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2002 in relation to any

year of any period ending on or prior to March 31, 2020 and in relation to the
amount of taxable supplies disclosed in the declaration made under subsection (1)

of section 5, unless such tax has been collected by such declarant.

Clause 7(1) will be amended as follows:

The Commissioner-General or any officer of the Department of Inland Revenue, shall
preserve and aid in preserving abselute official secrecy in respect of the identity of a
declarant and any matter or thing contained in a declaration made under subsection (1)

of section 5 of this Act.
Clause 12(b) will be amended as follows:

Where the assessable income of the relevant individual exceeds rupees three million in

aggregate with the income from final withholding payments, gains and profits exempted

Sfrom income tax in terms of the provisions of the Inland Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017.

Clause 13(1) will be amended as follows:
The Commissioner-General shall write off any penalty or interest calculated in terms of
the provisions of any law specified in Schedule I or IV hereto, in relation to a taxpayer,

in respect of which the payment due date was December 31, 2020 or a date prior to that
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date, if the taxpayer settes pays the full amount of the tax ouistanding, under the

provisions of the said laws, on or prior to March 31, 2022.

11. Clause 14 will be amended as follows:

Where there is any dispute in relation to any tax arvears referred to in section 11 or 12,

in respect of which a decision is pending deeision before or has been made by the Tax

Appeals Commission or any court of law, prier—to—Februery—22-2021, before the

commencement of this Act, under the provisions of any respective law specified in

Schedule I or Schedule III hereto, or an assessment made in relation fo a taxpayer, shall

not be written off under the provisions of section 11 and 12, as the case may be.

12. Clause 17 will be deleted in its entirety.

13. Clause 20 will be amended to include the following:
“Final withholding payments™ shall have the same meaning assigned to such payment as

provided in section 88 of the Inland Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017;”

Further, the definition of ‘return’ which was in the same Clause will be amended as

follows:

“return” means a return of income or Value Added Tax return that a person is required to
file with the Department of Inland Revenue in terms of the respective laws specified in
Schedule I, including any certificate, declaration or any other attachment required to be

furnished with the return;

Further, learned Deputy Solicitor-General informed that the typographical error in Clause 2(2)(a)

in the Sinhala text would be corrected to give the same meaning in the English Text.

Thereafter, the petitioners commenced their submissions.

Legislative Competence

Learned counsel for the petitioners submitted that the Bill provides for a waiver of tax arrears.

Thus, it would legalize the acts of persons who defaulted tax, either in full or in part.
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Further, it was submitted that the Bill grants tax evaders a full immunity from investigation and
prosecution under specified revenue laws, if they voluntarily disclose their undisclosed taxable

supply, income or assets. Hence, the Bill would discourage tax compliance.

Moreover, it was submitted that the Bill would facilitate persons who have acquired wealth
through illegal and anti-social activities, to bring their wealth into the country’s financial system

and therefore, use such money as if they were earned through legitimate means.

Thus, it was submitted that the cumulative effect of the Bill is to enact legislation to grant an
amnesty to tax defaulters, and is thereby discriminatory against taxpayers who have already paid
the stipulated taxes on time. Therefore, the enactment of the Bill into law to grant a tax amnesty is
arbitrary, irrational, grossly unreasonable, and contrary to the rule of law. Thus, the cumulative
effect of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and, therefore, cannot be

enacted into law by Parliament.

The counsel for the petitioners cited S.C. Reference No.1/2004 which considered Inland Revenue
(Special Provisions) Act, No. 10 of 2003 as amended by Act, No. 31 of 2003 consequent to
invoking constitutional jurisdiction by the then President, in terms of Article 129(1) of the

Constitution, five judges of this court observed;

“It is our opinion, based upon the preceding analysis that, the provisions contained
in the Inland Revenue (Special Provisions) Act, No. 10 of 2003, as amended, are
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution which guarantees to every person
equal protection of the law; in that it grants; immunities and indemnities lo persons
who have contravened the laws that have been referred to and thereby defrauded

i

public revenue causing extensive loss lo the State.’

However, we observed in Inland Revenue (Regulation of Amnesty) Bill, S.C. (S.D.) No. 26/2004,
three judges of this court (including two of the judges who considered the aforementioned
reference) observed that subject to certain amendments, the Bill can be passed in Parliament.
Hence, the above reference has no applicability to the instant Bill. In any event, in the
determination of the Tax Amnesty Bill SC No. 2 of 1978, five judges of this court have held that

Atticle 15(7) of the Constitution permits to enact legislation to grant amnesties.
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Without prejudice to the above, learned counsel for the petitioners further submitted that the
exemptions recognized in law in enacting fiscal legislation have no application to the enactment

of legislation on tax amnesties by Parliament.

Responding to the above submission, the learned Deputy Solicitor-General submitted that Sri

Lanka has introduced amnesty schemes eleven (11) times since their first introduction in 1964.

Moreover, it was submitted that granting tax amnesties is a common phenomenon in the world.
Countries such as Argentina (2021), Dominican Republic (2020) (2021), Colombia (2020), El
Salvador (2020), Guatemala (2020), Panama (2020), the United Kingdom (2007) (2011) (2020),
Honduras (2018) (2019) (2020), Malaysia (2019), Philippines (2019), Pakistan (2018), Indonesia
(1964) (1984) (2008) (2016) (2017), India (2016), Australia (2014), Spain (2012), Greece (2010),
Portugal (2005) (2010), Russia (2007), Belgium (2004), Germany (2004), South Africa (2003),
Italy (2001) etc., have introduced various types of tax amnesties from time to time to raise
additional revenue and to get tax defaulters into the tax regime. Further, Los Angeles City (2009),

and the State of Louisiana (2009) too have enacted similar legislation.

He further submitted that, the Bill has been drafted to meet specific and pressing needs of the
people and the Republic whilst honouring the obligations of the State under Articles 148, 155 and
157 of the Constitution. Moreover, the Bill does not prevent investigations and/or prosecution in
respect of wealth acquired by illegal or anti-social activities. Thus, the Bill is not directed at

converting unlawfully earned funds into legal funds or for any other similar purpose.

Accordingly, he submitted that the present Bill falls within the exclusions set out in Article 15(7)

of the Constitution and thereby it does not violate any of the Articles in the Constitution.

In this context, he cited the determination in the Finance Bill, S.C. (S.D.) No. 28/2004 where it

was observed;

“__jtis to be borne in mind that in terms of Article 15(7) of the Constitution, the
exercise and operation of all the fundamental rights declared and recognised by
Articles 12, 13(1), 13(2), and 14 shall be subject to certain restrictions prescribed

by the law. These restrictions according to Article 15(7),

" subject to such restrictions as may be prescribed by law in the

interests of national security, public order and the protection of public
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health or morality, or for the purpose of securing due recognition and
respect for the rights and freedoms of others, or of meeting the just

requirements of the general welfare of a democratic society.

The main purpose of the Bill, as pointed out earlier is to implement the Budget
proposals for 2004, and it is undoubtedly for the purpose of general welfare of a
democratic society. To that extent the Clause would come within the exception

granted in terms of Article 15(7) of the Constitution.” [Emphasis added]

The aforementioned submissions of the parties with regard to the legislative competence of the

Parliament to enact legislation to grant tax amnesties are considered first.

Atrticle 15(7) of the Constitution confers power on the legislature to enact legislation to restrict the
exercise and operation of all the fundamental rights declared and recognized by Articles 12, 13(1),
13(2) and 14 for the purpose of inter-alia — ‘meeting the just requirements of the general welfare
of a democratic society’. Time and again this court has observed that enacting such legislation is

not inconsistent with the Constitution.

In the determination of the Tax Amnesty Bill (supra), five judges of the Supreme Court recognized
the legislative competence to enact legislation to grant tax amnesties to persons who have defaulted

in the payment of tax. In the said determination, the Supreme Court observed,;

“The main provisions of the Act deals with persons who are commonly referred to
as “tax evaders”. The provisions of the Act seek to grant such evaders an amnesty
in regard to non-payment of taxes in respect of any profit and income arising or

accruing on or before 31°' March, 1977.

The provisions of this Bill do not apply to any person in relation to whom
investigations have been commenced by the Commissioner-General or by any other
officer of the Department of Inland Revenue for any alleged or suspected evasion
of any tax payable under the provisions of the law for the time being relating to the
imposition of income tax in respect of any profit and income arising or accruing on

or before 31° March, 1977.

The provisions of this Bill will not benefit those tax evaders who have already been

dealt with under the law or who have paid penalties. We have considered these
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provisions in the light of the fundamental rights of equality before the law and equal
protection of the law as provided in Article 12(1) of the Constitution of Sri Lanka.

In view, however, of the provisions of Article 15(7) of the Constitution and the
permitted restriction of the exercise and operation of the fundamental rights in the
interest of meeting the just requirements of the general welfare of a democratic
society, we think that the purpose of this Bill justifies the restriction, if any, of the
fundamental rights of equality.”

Further, in the Tax Amnesty Bill S.C. (S.D.) No. 3/89, the court observed;

“Inregardto the class of persons liable to pay income tax and surcharge on income
tax for the years of assessment ending on or before 31.3.88, the Bill seeks to make
special provision for certain persons who have failed to comply with their statutory
obligations, including a different (and probably lower) rate of tax and relief from
the penalties and prosecutions for default. Prima facie, the Bill appears to
discriminate in favour of tax evaders and against the honest tax-payer, and we have

to consider whether the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) for that reason.

[

.... it confers certain advantages on the tax evader, in respect of past years, based
on a rational and intelligible basis of differentiation; and with the objective of
bringing a distinct category of persons, namely those resorting to tax evasion, into

the fiscal net, in the future. There is no inconsistency with Article 12 (1).”

Moreover, in The Specified Certificates of Deposit (Tax and Other Concessions) Bill S.C.
(S.D.) No. 18/90, the court observed;

“The Bill is similar in many respects to the Tax Amnesty Act, No.5 of 1989, which
was considered by this Court in Special Determination No.3 of 1989 (P/Parl/2) on
6" April 1989 (Hansard of 8.4.1989, column 1154). It is not violative of article 12
fo confer certain advantages and immunities on tax evaders, upon making disclosure
and making substantial payment in respect of previously undisclosed profits and
income, although this might be more favoured treatment than that meted out 1o

honest taxpayers under the normal tax laws. Such difference in treatment is based
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on a rational and intelligible basis of differentiation, reasonably related to the
legislative objective of bringing a distinct category of persons (tax evaders) into the
fiscal net in the future. Legislation of this kind is not intended for the sole purpose
of benefiting tax evaders, but is enacted in recognition of the reality that there is tax
evasion, which is both extensive and difficult to check or detect; it seeks to recover
some revenue in respect of past evasion; and finally, to secure full compliance in the

Sfuture.”
In Inland Revenue (Regulation of Amnesty) Bill, S.C. (S.D.) No. 26/2004 it was observed;

“This disclosure of undisclosed assets and the like would in our view be a valid
basis for the grant of an amnesty which would not be inconsistent with the equal

’

protection of law guaranteed by Article 12(1) of the Constitution.’

Responding to the submissions made by the learned Deputy Solicitor-General with regard to the
legislative competency to enact legislation to grant tax amnesties, counsel for some of the
petitioners submitted that the determinations of this court on enacting fiscal legislation have no
application to the instant Bill as it provides to grant a tax amnesty. We are unable to agree with the
above submissions of the counsel for the petitioners, as enactment of legislation to grant tax

amnesties is a part of the government policy on fiscal matters.

In the circumstances, the learned Deputy Solicitor-General submitted that Parliament has the
legislative competence to enact legislation granting tax amnesties. In this regard, it is pertinent to
note that tax amnesties are introduced by governments to encourage individuals and businesses
who have failed to declare taxable income or assets to disclose their wealth by offering certain

benefits to such persons.

He further submitted that in the aforementioned circumstances neither the Bill nor any of the

Clauses in the Bill are arbitrary, irrational or violative of any of the Articles in the Constitution.

We have considered the objection raised by some of the counsel for the petitioners with regard to
the legislative competence to enact legislation to grant tax amnesties and are of the view that there

is no constitutional ouster to enact legislation to grant tax amnesties by Parliament.
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However, Article 15(7) or any of the Articles in the Constitution does not oust the jurisdiction of
the court to consider the constitutionality of a Bill, even if on the face of the Bill it appears that the

Bill comes within one of the exclusions enshrined in Article 15(7) of the Constitution.

Hence, this court is required to consider the Clauses of the Bill in terms of Article 121 read with

Article 123 of the Constitution.

We are also of the view that, the Clauses of the Bill fall within the aforementioned exclusion set

out in Article 15(7) and thus, the Bill is not inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

Proportionality

Counsel for the petitioners submitted that the Bill inter alia provides for the granting of full
immunity from liability to pay arrears of taxes, penalties and interests or from investigations and
prosecutions. Further, such an amnesty is available to any person who has not disclosed a taxable
supply, income or asset which were required to be disclosed under the provisions of any law. It
was also submitted that, granting of the tax amnesty is conditional upon the making of an

investment or deposit as set out in Clause 3 of the Bill.

It was further submitted that the sum to be collected under the “Tax on Voluntary Disclosure’
scheme is at a nominal rate of one percent of the total value of the disclosed wealth which is far
lower than the tax liability of the persons who have already paid taxes in terms of the applicable

law. In this regard it was pointed out that;

i.  Under the Inland Revenue Act 2017, the tax rates originally varied from 4-24%, and
subsequent to the amendment by Act No. 10 of 2021, the rates were between 6-18%.

ii.  Under the Inland Revenue Act 2006, the tax rates varied from 5-35% for individuals.

iii.  Under the Value Added Tax Act, post November 2016 up to January 2020, the tax rate
was 15%, and post January 2020 - §%.

656



657

2021 gendedn 17

Moreover, counsel for the petitioners cited the determination in The Specified Certificate of
Deposit (Tax and other Concessions) Bill (supra) where the court observed that the seven percent

of taxable income is far too low and is arbitrary.

Accordingly, it was submitted that the benefits offered to tax defaulters are disproportionate to the

taxes imposed on the taxpayers who pay their taxes on time.

Responding to the aforementioned submissions, the learned Deputy Solicitor-General submitted
that due to the outbreak of COVID-19 in Sri Lanka, the government revenue has dropped
drastically. However, the government expenditure remains the same and, thus, the government
revenue is not sufficient to cover recurrent expenditure of the country. Hence, the introduction of
the new Finance Bill would help to ease the fiscal deficit, as a temporary measure at this critical

time.

He further submitted that there are compelling reasons for enacting the Bill into law, such as
encouraging tax evaders to disclose their wealth, raise funds that are required for the government

coffers, to spur economic activity and to clear accumulated outstanding taxes which are unable to

recover by the State.

Moreover, this Bill has addressed the losses suffered by certain businesses as a result of the
economic impact of COVID-19 and also sets out a scheme to usher in tax evaders into the national

tax administration.

It was further submitted that Sri Lanka’s tax compliance rate is very low, mainly due to the weak
tax administration, enforcement system, complexities in enforcement of fiscal legislation and
higher tax rates. As the Bill covers both existing ‘tax filers’ as well as ‘non tax filers’, the

compliance rate is expected to increase up to sixty percent.

Learned Deputy Solicitor-General further submitted that the purpose of the Bill is to give effect to
certain Budget Proposals. Moreover, previous legislation required tax defaulters to pay a
percentage of the taxable income. In comparison, the Bill requires tax defaulters to pay one percent
of the total amount of the money or the income disclosed and one percent on the market value of
the movable and immovable property on date of the declaration. Therefore, it is not possible to

compare the present tax amnesty scheme with the previous scheme that offered tax amnesty.
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Thereafter, he drew a distinction between the previous legislation and the present Bill. He heavily
relied on the fact that the Bill intends to widen the number of taxpayers for the future and thereby
it facilitates to increase the number of taxpayers. Further, it was submitted that the object of

widening the tax net is a unique feature of the Bill and thereby reduces the burden on taxpayers in

the long run.

Further, it was submitted that the Bill is a part of the government’s efforts to implement a structured
taxing system by clearing all tax arrears on or before 31% of December, 2021, and to expand the
tax administration by offering incentives to persons who have failed to enter the tax regime and

thereafter, getting them to comply with the tax legislation.

The issue that needs consideration by court is whether the benefits offered to tax defaulters in
exchange of full disclosure of their income and assets are proportionate to the taxes imposed on
the general public by the government, and whether such a scheme violates Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

In order to incentivize voluntary disclosure, tax amnesties offer either; financial or legal amnesty
or a combination of both. Accordingly, if an individual or a company discloses their undisclosed
income or assets, the government will grant immunity from liability to pay in full or in part of the
amount of the unpaid taxes, and also may exempt them from penalties or the payment of interest
as a result of defaulting payment of taxes. Further, the government may grant immunity to such
individuals and companies from investigation and prosecution for tax evasion under the revenue

laws.

Moreover, the primary reason for granting a tax amnesty is to raise funds for the government
coffers on a short-term basis and, thereby, to increase revenue. Further, introducing a ‘tax on
voluntary disclosure’ scheme would reduce the government’s budget deficit of a given fiscal year
with minimal State intervention. Furthermore, encouraging tax evaders to disclose their
undisclosed income and assets would assist in getting such persons to the national tax system, and
thereby increase tax collection and compliance in future fiscal years. Hence, such persons will

have to pay the stipulated taxes along with the rest of the taxpayers in the future.

In the majority decision of Parliamentary Pensions Bill, Decisions of the Constitutional Court
of Sri Lanka volume 4 (1976) page 36, it considered Article 18(1) of the 1972 Constitution of

Sri Lanka (which is identical to Article 12(1) of the present Constitution) and observed;
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“Classification should never be arbitrary. It must always rest upon some real and
substantial distinction bearing a reasonable and just relation to the things in
respect of which a classification is made. If a law is made applicable to a class of
persons or things and the classification is based upon a differentia having a
rational relation to the objects sought to be achieved, there can be no objection to
its constitutional validity that its application is bound to affect one person or thing,

or a particular class of persons.
Classification, therefore, must be based —

(i) on a rational basis, and

(ii) on intelligible differentia; and

(iii}  the differentia must bear a rational relation to the objects
sought to be achieved by it; and

(iv)  arbitrary selection cannot be justified by calling it a

classification.”
In the dissenting determination it was observed;

e Permissible classification must satisfy two conditions, namely, (1) it must be
Jfounded on an intelligible differentia which distinguishes persons or things that are
grouped together from others left out of the group, and (2) the differentia must have

a rational relation to the object sought to be achieved by the Bill in question.”

We observe that unlike in previous legislation relating to granting of tax amnesties, the present
Bill contains stringent provisions to comply with all the laws that are in operation. Particularly,
the Bill excludes the persons who have earned money illegally. Further, the Bill provides to secure
international commitments which are arising from the conventions that Sri Lanka has ratified.
Hence, in view of the stringent safeguards embodied in the Bill, it is necessary to provide

substantial incentives to attract the persons who evade payment of tax, either in full or in part.

Further, though the previous tax regimes charged a percentage of the taxable income, the Bill
contains provisions to charge one percent of the total income declared or the market value of the
movable or immovable property at the time of the declaration by the persons who were evasive of

paying their taxes as required by law. In this regard, imposing a higher rate of tax would deter such
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persons from participating in the scheme offered by the Bill and comply with the fiscal legislation

in the future.

Moreover, the Bill contains short-term and long-term fiscal policies of the government. As a short-
term benefit, the Bill contains provisions to collect money for the government coffers on or before
the 31% of December, 2021. As a long-term benefit, it has provisions to get tax evaders to join the
tax regime in the country and to pay the prescribed taxes along with the other payments in the

future.

The principle applicable to the enactment of fiscal legislation were considered by court in the

following determinations;
In Inland Revenue (Amendment) Bill S.C. (S.D.) No. 01-03/2021 the court observed;

“It is an established principle that, in fiscal legislation, the Legislature has the
greatest freedom of classification in imposing liability and granting concessions,
and such classification in imposing liability or granting concessions have not been

’

held to be inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.’
Further, in Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill S.C. (S.D.) No. 02/2005, this court observed;

“This Court has consistently held that in revenue matters in making classifications
for granting of concessions and imposing liabilities, there is a wide discretion.
These measures are taken not only to raise resources necessary for the State but

also to direct economic activities properly, for the general welfare of the society.

On this premises, it has been held that revenue measures sought to be introduced
by any Bill would not generally be considered as inconsistent with Article 12 of
the Constitution unless they are manifestly unreasonable or discriminatory.”

[Emphasis added]

Furthermore, the former Constitutional Court in relation to the Finance (Amendment) Bill of

1978, (Decisions of the Constitutional Court of Sri Lanka (Volume VI) 1978) observed;

“....... In taxation matters even more than in other fields it is well established that

the legislature has the greatest freedom in classification. In deciding whether a
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taxing law is discriminatory or not it is necessary to bear in mind that the State has
a wide discretion in selecting the persons or objects it will tax and that a statute is
not open to attack on the ground that it taxes some persons or objects and not
others. It is only when within the range of its selection the law operates unequally

that it cannot be justified on the basis of any valid classification.”
Moreover, in the Inland Revenue (Amendment) Bill S.C. (S.D.) No. 03/1980, the court observed;

“[...] This is, however, fiscal legislation and it is a matter for the Legislature to
decide what considerations relating to the amelioration of hardship or to the
interests of the economic progress of the people should be given effect to.
Presumably, this provision is sought to be enacted on the basis of economic
consideration in respect of which the decision must largely be left to the Legislature
in view of the inherent complexity of fiscal adjustment of diverse elements that

requires to be made.”

Further, in P.M.Ashwathanarayana Setty v State of Karnataka (1989 Supp (1) SCC 696), the

Supreme Court of India observed;

“Though other legislative measures dealing with economic regulations are not
outside article 14, it is well recognised that the State enjoys the widest latitude
where measures of economic regulations are concerned. These measures for fiscal
and economic regulations involve an evaluation of diverse and quite often
conflicting economic criteria and adjustment and balancing of various conflicting
social and economic values and interests. It is for the State to decide what economic
and social policy it should pursue and what discriminations advance those social
and economic policies. In view of the inherent complexity of these fiscal
adjustments, courts give a larger discretion to the legislature in the matter of its
preferences of economic and social policies and effectuate the chosen system in all

possible and reasonable ways.”

It is pertinent to note that, tax amnesties that are offered by governments vary in nature depending

on the government’s fiscal policy. Complete tax amnesties grant full immunity from liability to

pay outstanding taxes, penalties or interest incurred as a result of defaulting tax. In addition, it

offers granting immunity from investigation or prosecution for tax evasion under the specified
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revenue laws. Semi-complete tax amnesties require the tax defaulter to pay a ‘tax on voluntary

disclosure’ at an average rate determined by government’s fiscal policy in view of writing off past

tax liabilities. Restrictive tax amnesties require the tax defaulter to pay the full amount of the

outstanding tax, but grants him immunity from liability to pay any penalty or interest arose as a

result of tax default. It also grants immunity from investigation or prosecution for the tax evasion

under revenue laws.

Further, it is a part of the government’s fiscal policy to decide the type and the amount of taxes
that will be implemented taking into consideration the amount of revenue that will be collected for

a particular fiscal year.

The petitioner who appeared in person, submitted infer-alia that recently international rating
agencies downgraded the sovereign rating of Sri Lanka and as such, the government is finding it

difficult to raise funds in the international money market.

The Bill titled ‘The Specified Certificates of Deposit (Tax and other Concessions)’ (supra)

provided a tax amnesty for the persons who defaulted the payment of tax either in full or in part.

However, in the said determination the court observed that the benefits and immunities granted to
tax evaders by the said Bill are quite disproportionate to the concessional taxes required to be paid

by the defaulters in tax.

We have considered the aforementioned Bill and the instant Bill and are of the view that the
different percentages of taxes are recovered from tax defaulters cannot be compared on the face of
the Clauses in the said Bills. Hence, it is necessary to consider the cumulative effect of the benefits
offered to tax defaulters in view of their voluntary disclosure of undisclosed income, assets and

the benefits that are expected for the State by the Bill.

As stated above, one of the main objects of the Bill is to bring tax defaulters into the fiscal net.
More importantly, the present situation in the country that was stated above and the need to
increase the revenue for the government coffers to grant redress to the ordinary people are
necessary considerations of the fiscal policy of the government that are required to be taken into

consideration by court in making the determination.
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In the circumstances, for the reasons stated above, the determination in the Bill titled 'The
Specified Certificates of Deposit (Tax and other Concessions)’ has no application to the instant

Bill.

In the circumstances, we are of the view that there is a rationale behind the objects sought to be
achieved by the Bill. Further, the rationale in providing certain benefits to tax defaulters to raise
funds for the government coffers at a time where the country is facing severe economic and

financial hardships is justified.

Further, the classification in the instant Bill is between taxpayers and non-taxpayers or taxpayers
who have paid a tax less than what is prescribed by law. We are of the view that the Bill falls

within the exclusion set out in Article 15(7) of the Constitution.

Thus, taking into consideration all the facts and circumstances urged in the submissions made by
the Deputy Solicitor-General, we are of the view that the benefits granted to tax defaulters in
exchange of voluntary disclosure of their total wealth and paying the one percent tax on the total
income or the market value of the movable or immovable property is proportionate. Hence, the

benefits that are offered to tax defaulters are not violative of Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

Applicability of the Doctrine of ‘the Constitution as a Living Organ/Document’

When considering the constitutionality of legislation that are being brought in at a time where a
country is facing severe economic crisis, financial hardships and calamities or to meet the
requirements of an evolving society etc, the court should not confine itself to traditional

interpretations that are used to interpret the Constitution.

It is pertinent to note that, the concept of equality set out in Article 7 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights was enshrined in Article 18(1) of the 1972 Constitution and it was once again
enshrined as Article 12(1) of the 1978 Constitution. However, during the recent past the needs and

circumstances of the people and the country as a whole have adversely affected due to COVID-

19.

It is a fact that presently the country is facing severe economic and financial hardships which

warrants immediate remedial action to grant redress to the people of this country. In such
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circumstances, the court should not apply the traditional principals of interpretation of the
Constitution and give a restrictive interpretation to Articles enshrined in the Constitution. The facts
brought to the notice of the court by the learned Deputy Solicitor-General and the petitioner who
appeared in person warrants the court to interpret the Constitution taking into consideration the

harsh realities that the country is undergoing at present.

The outbreak of COVID-19 in Sri Lanka is an unprecedented event in our country. Thus, it is vital
that the Constitution be interpreted as a ‘living document’ to meet the aforementioned situation in
our country and thereby allowing the adoption of a more liberal interpretation of the Constitution

when considering the present Bill.

At the core of living constitutionalism is the idea that while constitutional guarantees remain static,
the application is dynamic. Living constitutionalism prevents the interpretation of the Constitution
from being anchored to the specific interpretation at all times and it offers the flexibility that is
required to face unprecedented events or to meet the requirements of an evolving society. As such,
it would be pragmatic to apply such an approach to interpret the constitutional issues that have

arisen at present.

The flexibility offered by living constitutionalism is tied to the idea that the Constitution is not a
law but an amalgamation of concepts that are fundamental to the governance of society. Hence,
the Constitution should be interpreted to meet unexpected situations or to meet the requirements

of an evolving society while maintaining these fundamental concepts.

When taking into consideration the aforementioned circumstances we are of the view that the
benefits offered to tax defaulters by the government are proportionate in view of the
aforementioned stringent conditions that are imposed on them. Thus, the enactment of legislation
to grant a tax amnesty and the benefits offered to tax defaulters in exchange of voluntary disclosure
and payment of the aforementioned sum to be collected do not violate Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

Secrecy Clause

Learned counsel for the petitioners submitted that Clause 7(1) of the Bill seeks to provide absolute

secrecy in respect of the identity of a declarant and ‘any matter or thing’ contained in a declaration
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made under Clause 5(1) of the Bill. Further, Clause 7(2) of the Bill provides for punishment for

breach of secrecy.

It was further submitted that giving a defaulter the same level of secrecy is arbitrary, irrational and
discriminatory against the rights of the honest citizens of this country who comply with the revenue
laws and pay their taxes on time, and thereby the said Clause violates Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

Furthermore, it was submitted that the level of secrecy sought to be granted by Clause 7 of the Bill
will undermine the power of Parliament to have full control over public finance and thus, violates

Articles 148 and 4(d) read with Article 3 of the Constitution.

Moreover, it was submitted that the wording in Clauses 7(1) and 7(2) of the Bill requires the said
two sub-Clauses to be read independently of each other. Further, it was submitted whilst sub-
Clause (1) provides absolute secrecy, sub-Clause (2) refers to ‘official” secrecy and the punishment
for breach of secrecy. Hence, Clause 7 of the Bill is ambiguous. Further, the word “absolute’ in

Clause 7(1) of the Bill violates the Right to Information guaranteed under Article 14A of the

Constitution.

Learned Deputy Solicitor-General submitted that Clause 7 of the Bill states that the provisions of
the Inland Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017 in respect of ‘official secrecy’ and penalties for the breach
of secrecy shall apply mutatis mutandis to a declaration made under this Bill. Hence, the secrecy
provisions under section 100 of the said Inland Revenue Act will apply with equal force to
declarants under the Bill. Accordingly, the declarants under the Bill will be entitled to the same

degree of confidentiality that is applicable to an ordinary taxpayer.

He further submitted that Article 14A permits to impose restrictions by law in respect of the
instances set out in Article 14A(2), which includes “preventing the disclosure of information
communicated in confidence Moreover, the information furnished to the Department of Inland
Revenue under the Bill falls within the said exception as the information provided under the Bill
would be ‘information communicated in confidence’. In addition to the above, he submitted that

the said same ‘secrecy’ is offered to any taxpayer.

Learned Deputy Solicitor-General further submitted that the said Clause in the Bill is almost a
reproduction of section 5 of the Inland Revenue (Regulation of Amnesty) Act, No. 10 of 2004,
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which was approved by this court after anxious scrutiny. Hence, the question of considering the
constitutionality of the said Clause will not arise. In this regard he cited the relevant determination

in the Inland Revenue (Regulation of Amnesty) Bill, S.C. (S.D.) No. 26/2004.

Responding to the above submission of the learned Deputy Solicitor-General, counsel for the
petitioners submitted that the existence of a law which contains a provision that is inconsistent

with the Constitution is not a justification to enact similar legislation.

In this regard, counsel for the petitioners cited In Re: Proscribing of Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam and Other Similar Organisations (Amendment) Bill S.C. (S.D.) No. 5/1979 where the

court observed;

“The Bill seeks to extend the period of operation of Law No. 16 of 1978 for the

period of another year. It was therefore necessary for us to consider the provisions
of the original Law, in as much as if the provisions of the original law is
inconsistent with the Constitution, this Bill too would be inconsistent with the

Constitution.” [Emphasis added]

Further, in Re: New Wine Harvest Ministries (Incorporation) Bill S.C. (S.D.) No. 2/2003 the

court observed;

" s In exercising jurisdiction under Article 123 of the Constitution we cannot
examine the validity of past legislation Nor, can we take their content as a standard
of consistency with the provisions of the Constitution. Our task is to examine the
provisions of the bill challenged by the Petitioner and to determine whether they are

inconsistent or not with the provisions of the Constitution.” [Emphasis added]

Moreover, it was submitted by counsel for the petitioners that Article 14A did not exist when the
aforementioned determination cited by the learned Deputy Solicitor-General was made by this
court. Thus, it is necessary to consider the provisions of the Bill afresh in determining its

constitutionality.

We are inclined to agree with the submissions made by counsel for the petitioners in respect of the
issue that the Clauses in the instant Bill are required to be considered by this court in terms of

Article 121(1) read with Article 123 of the Constitution.
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In this regard, this court observed the following in Inland Revenue (Amendment) BillS.C. (S.D.)
No. 01-03/2021;

“_... In terms of Article 80(3) of the Constitution, once a Bill becomes law, the

validity of an Act or a provision of the Act, cannot be inquired into, pronounced

upon or called into question by a court or tribunal.

However, the said sub-Article 80(3) of the Constitution does not act as a bar in
examining the constitutionality of a section in an Act already passed by Parliament
when such a section is proposed to be amended, as such an amendment could
change the entire complexion and effect of the existing section in an Act.
Nevertheless, such an approach does not extend to amendments relating to

typographical or grammatical errors.”

Thus, it is necessary to consider Clause 7 of the Bill with a view to make a determination in respect

of the constitutionality of the said Clause.

Article 14A of the Constitution states;

“I44 (l). Every citizen shall have the vight of access to any information as
provided for by law, being information that is required for the exercise or
protection of a citizen’s right held by: -

a) the State, a Ministry or any Government Department or any statutory body
established or created by or under any law;

b) any Ministry of a Minister of the Board of Ministers of a Province or any
Department or any statutory body established or created by a statue of a
Provincial Council;

¢) any local authority; and

d) any other person, who is in possession of such information relating to any

institution referred to in sub-paragraphs (a) (b) or (c) of this paragraph.
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(2). No restrictions shall be placed on the right declared and recognized by this

Article, other than such restrictions prescribed by law as are necessary in a

democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or
public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health
or morals and of the reputation or the rights of others, privacy, prevention of

contempt of court, protection of parliamentary privilege, for preventing the

disclosure of information communicated in_confidence, or for maintaining the

authority and impartiality of the judiciary.

(3) in this Article, “citizen” includes a body whether incorporated or
unincorporated, if not less than three-fourths of the members of such body are

citizens.”

We have examined the provisions of the Bill, particularly, Clause 7 of the Bill, and are of the view
that the disclosure of information by a declarant under the Bill is carried out in confidence and
therefore, the legislature is entitled to enact laws to prevent such information being shared with

others. Thus, enacting Clause 7 is not inconsistent with the Constitution.

However, we agree with the submissions made by counsel for the petitioners, that sub-Clauses
7(1) and 7(2) give two different and distinct meanings. The rules of interpretation are required to
give a meaning to each and every word in a Statute and it is presumed that the legislature does not

waste words in enacting legislation.

Further, where a word is used more than once in an Act, principles of interpretation require such
a word to be given the same meaning wherever it appears in the Act, unless there are compelling
reasons to give different interpretations to the same word. Similarly, when different words are used

in an Act, such words are required to be given different and distinct meanings.

Thus, we are of the view that the words “absolute’ and ‘official’ gives two different meanings
which leads to ambiguity and thereby, may lead to arbitrary enforcement of the said Clause. Hence,

Clause 7 as presently constituted, violates Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

However, learned Deputy Solicitor-General submitted that the word ‘absolute’ in Clause 7(1) of
the Bill will be substituted with the word ‘official’ to harmonise the said Clause with Clause 7(2)

of the Bill at the Committee stage. Hence, the said sub-Clause will read as follows;
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of the identity of a declarant and any matter or thing contained in a declaration

made under subsection (1) of section 5 of this Act.”

Therefore, we are of the view that if the said amendment is effected at the committee stage, the

aforementioned inconsistency with Article 12(1) of the Constitution will cease.

Further, as stated above, learned Deputy Solicitor-General informed court and the counsel for the
petitioners that Clause 17 of the Bill would be deleted at the committee stage. Hence, determining
the constitutionality of the said Clause does not arise. A similar view was expressed in the

determination of ‘Equal Opportunity Act’ S.C. (S.D.) No. 14/99.

We have examined all the provisions of the Bill and determined upon the suggested amendments
being effected, neither the Bill nor any of the Clauses in the Bill are inconsistent with the

Constitution. In the circumstances, the Bill can be passed by a simple majority in Parliament.

We wish to place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by the learned Deputy
Solicitor-General, counsel for the petitioners and the petitioner who appeared in person in the

consideration of the Bill.
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Priyantha Jz ‘awardena PC,
Judge of the Supreme Court

e
K.Kumudini. Wickremasinghe,
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Committee

on Public Finance on -

e  Notification under the Excise Ordinance (Chapter
52);

e  Orders under the Excise (Special Provisions)
Act, No. 13 0f 1989;

e  Orders under the Special Commodity Levy Act,
No. 48 0f 2007,

e Order under the Foreign Exchange Act, No. 12 of
2017;

e  Orders under the Ports and Airports Development
Levy Act, No. 18 of 2011;

e  Regulations under the Foreign Exchange Act, No.
12 0f 2017; and

e Resolutions under the Customs Ordinance
(Chapter 235)

which were referred to the Committee.

@008t On DI gnal Beowlo o G&.
FUTLTL_GBIs0 (B w1 1_swemull_ 7L’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

8®m50:08w6 EBEdRD® IO 3o

Da&mo
S WFHFFTT Y CVTFMITSH G (LY

9D 60 % & 61T
MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORTS

OO MO €8 @YD) Owmo
(orevrLfl@ &HewTTSTEW GBIy HI6udE)
(The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku)
@S DONEBHROB, BSOS »Oyn B8EIE a®@imsialduw

g S Y, ewr w®@m» Sa.
afleorr @GS sLILIL (5 s7Hmys Gl TeTarLiLL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

CBOCODm OD ©HIed wHIBRS edMedsl ©® IJDJ
»Ogn 8Edc a@mmneade cuedam O® 0D OB
@l WO® C¢ VB BEYsy Dibmn wOITVews OB
0 800D Dalmd 928w WIS.



689 2021 gendedn 17 690

(1) 2017 28w eewo Gz BDS DS BBeD tsetdoed
D288z Dolm00);

(i) 2018 D&zw sewo o BEY wdur sdedsves wH
@080 Bowldmuenmred Dib8m Dibmd e
Ben®; w0

(iii) 2019 D8wes eseeo § Commn Lo SEED Do 3055
28m8ed D288 Dabm0D.

@w0e@w On HIw gl Bewlo mom 8.
FUTLTL G560 (3)hdds 51’ 1_ewenmuill_riri’ 1 .
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

OO Desz¥® 322300 €IS Do

(orenTyLfl@ suFbhs wrliLmLIeHTL 1)

(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara)

OO DOIBNBHROA, 88wd ®OYH BEIC a®@imso-ndBw
CBedam IO wIed wIBNS eONEDsT OO ©8wd
»Ogn B8EIC @Pivsade cBedam ®WICH ©¥IdD OB
W WOBY ¢ vHD WEYE Dobmn BOITVewsY § OB
0 @800 DD 9e3un IS.

(i) 2017 O&ww wews @O 8ws glmBed Di68m
D800 e

(i) 2018 D&wws esewr OO ©8ws almBed Db8m
D809,

8360000856 O HIw gpwl Bewlo wom» &
FUTLTL_SE6V 315555 1 1_ewemuill_ i1’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

®0; 98.9.90. a8 8B Lwm (BB en gLIBBRS)

(oreTLyLfl@ 6Tib.uy.67ib. 68 FLufl - 5% HewivsaiT)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry - Minister of Justice)

ST  BONEDROE, admdem @Ogn 8Eac
4©50:0Bw CBednm OB YD eDn W WIB G
89 8¢y Dalm BOITDewWsT OB o™ wWKIed Dabmd
®® 92Bux WSS.

(i) 2019 emeddsn ©00dEd eddow (emdd - 19)
(29008 BEDD5)) w5y eWYOe;

(i) 2018 Obmw wewo guddwm OIeHmesy W
0B SO G020 BIO e3¢0 § Lo ¢BwaBedd
D887 Dalm00);

(iii) 2019 O&ww wewo guoRwm Ssiemwes’ e
0B SOBT G030 BIO e3¢0 § Lo ¢BwaBedd
D887 Dalm0D); 5%

@iv) 2019 ©O&sws wewo BB mIes
DEOZIN0 T DR E DabB2 Dalm0d.

esoR e

30085 O HFw G9wld Bewlw mom &
FLITLSL G560 (3)hsnds 1 1_ewemuill_riri’ 1.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

cusTes®
LD&B)| 85 & 61T
PETITIONS

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

61 ©B & @RI VDN - [wen ©bww e 2».]

@G Bedes gimznem Onmo

(wrenTLLil@ Hevew &SBHTILIGE)

(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)

OG DOIBNEDROB, OO wm BCHs] evNH® ©¢m
8EwxI08.

(1)  e®meEImna®, aicdeco®, v aEeEd®, aom
213 ¢o Emrewd 828 OGE.J. ewui®cEmn A
LNIBuersy Gl eunnd®; wy

(2) omed 15, ©o0mBEw, BedOBE ©id, gom 206/5
¢05y BOews ©E0 90.08.88. 1w Swvwmensy

Clw ovfed®.

®O )0 Be3058% Dm0

(oressTyfl@ SymIT HewTHTIds)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

O DOTNEDROB, OI1EOC, DYNOTD, BHIBIE
O¥m, gom 272/2 ¢Sy Eommrewrd ©8.8 8.8.8.5. 088w
v I®wuens’ G4 coed®n ©° BEnsIDS.

@O0 QBNWD) O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O 2001 gedBen OB - [wwn Vdvw € oy ».]

©01 §8» VNS ensinremIsy Vvmo - [we 0bvws e
oy».]

O ¢&8m eydssim Swmo

(oressryfl@ 2_SHa LGy ger)

(The Hon. Uddika Premarathne)

B0 WDONIWROB, ©WecIDeBIID, BT WROE,
2O, 388 On @ EB8mewd ©E.8 DIHED.¢Y.
SOOI PNmNers’ C1ae 0vud®n ©° B8wsIDs.

@0 cuC Pedsig Grsunls Owmo

(wrerfle; 2_Ljeh wBanpAlr rregLsag)

(The Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha)

G DOIBNIDROB, eDesTem), eCOE, 085®® Bwad
30, gom 142 o dhmesd ©88 6.8. ewud®dnm
Oumenst G114 e 08 BEnxIDs.

®S OYS Bmmred OHmo

(orevsryfl@ wgiT algTarGs)

(The Hon. Madhura Withanage)

OS] DOITNIDROB, emne® 06, OO, BOSwsy
@00, gom 43, 5/1 ¢o dhmend 688 Burdn c¢e m®d
vmens’ C1ee euud 0 8EvsTDS.



691 ZlelelclCka 1) 692

O B8 RedEDD Owm

(orenrfl@ waTidlent @ewnreuigeor)

(The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena)

O ®OBNEDROB, gdHwedEE, eWe® ©d,
BoeED @05, gom 26 ¢Om Emewrd 8.8 ©D. ¢®8mo
08T OFBwedsy C@T cuudn ©© 8EwsIos.

988 WO ¢ esBd® Owim cuxsd® 8Ede 0>
e300 ;08¢ g2 & Bewlw o @&

FOTLNGHLIIL L 1050 FH6WTLI CUITSILONS (GUPYSHSGF FTL L 5
L 1_swemuil_ i1 gj.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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LANKAPUTHRA DEVELOPMENT BANK LIMITED: DETAILS

35/2020

1. 6 s Bmamyed Dvmo
(oreryfl@ Caner allgrar@s)
(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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BLL LD 6TeUeuETe)Y 6TGHTLIENS Ijeui  sesfldgpesflrs
@dFemus@ SmlaliurrmT?

(=4) @rCmed, syeir?

asked the Minister of Finance:

(a) Will he inform this House in regard to
Lankaputhra Development Bank Ltd., from the
date of its establishment up to now, the total
capital invested, the amount of reserves, income
received on shares, income received on assets, the
total number of employees, the amount spent per
employee, non-recurrent expenditure, the amount
paid to the Government as taxes and profit or loss
on per year basis, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal - State Minister of Money

and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms)
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D&sw 3 m® (G8sE
Bew)
2006 1,500
2007 1,500
2008 3,616
2009 3,671
2010 3,671
2011 3,671
2012 3,671
2013 3,671
2014 3,671
2015 3,671
2016 3,671
2017 3,671
2018 3,671
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2006 62
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2007 114
2006 23 2008 165
2007 46
2 1
2008 178 009 67
2010 168
2009 185
2010 205 2011 168
2011 252 2012 152
2012 537 2013 154
2013 847 2014 147
2014 989 3015 503
2015 1,146 S0TE &
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2017 1,527 2017 170
2018 1713 2018 165
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L1 0850® (618w 8Bw») dbwe 030m® (618w ()
2006 392,446
2006 -
2007 - 2007 528,511
2008 - 2008 550,699
2009 - 2009 541,800
2010 - 2010 550,152
2011 30 2011 591,676
2012 18 2012 661,300
2013 36
2013 667,655
204 % 2014 879,386
2015 36 ’
2016 36 2015 842,408
2017 41 2016 866,256
2018 41 2017 937,283
2018 1,041,054
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2012 Bwwd 4.99 2011 130
2013 Bwwd 5.76 2012 124
2014 Bwwd 2.39 2013 123
2015 Bwsd 2.87 2014 142
2016 8Bwsd 3.54 2015 144
2017 Bwsd 4.23 2016 137
2018 Bwwd 4.05 2017 122
2018 147
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2006 40
2007 53
2008 216
2009 235
2010 202
2011 71
2012 119
2013 73
2014 42
2015 41
2016 44
2017 79
2018 149
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(F)  @)etr@mev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Labour:

(a) Is he aware that the Secretary to the Ministry of
Labour has obtained a vehicle on monthly-rent
basis for his use?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -
(1) the date the said vehicle had been obtained,
(if)  the monthly rent paid for it;

(iii)  the name of the institution from which the
vehicle was obtained;

(iv)  the address of that institution; and
(v) the name of the owner of that vehicle?

(¢) Will he also inform this House whether he
approves the obtaining of vehicles on rent basis at
a time like this when the country is faced with a lot
of problems in terms of foreign exchange?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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vegetables, fruits, coconut and maize, assets
like houses and harm animals like squirrels
and parrots;

(i) the name of the institution that is
responsible for taking measures in that
regard,;

(iii) whether there is a programme to catch
roaming monkeys and macaques (Rilavas)

and release them into identified wildlife
parks?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Wildlife and Forest

Conservation:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that the monkeys and
macaques (Rilavas) roaming in the natural
environment damage the crops like paddy,
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@G 6 S HBRO dwmo
(wrehrLfl@ pey amdin)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Hon. Speaker -

OO DOIBNWBDHR O
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Rauff Hakeem?

@G 6 HBRO dwmo

(wrehrLfl@ peyt amdin)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, the Hon. Minister of Justice has asked for two
weeks’ time to answer that Question. In the meantime, I
read in the newspapers that the Bar Association of Sri
Lanka is also due to look into this matter and issue a
statement shortly. Sir, it is a very serious matter that the
Hon. Anura Dissaanayaka has raised, particularly the
issues pertaining to the duress that is supposed to be
brought on the lower Judiciary in this country. I know,
Sir, that, sometimes, when it comes to Executive policy,
judicial decision-making and the rights of the citizens,
there is unnecessary interference through such circulars
and - [interruption.|

OO DAIBNWBDHD o

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Let the Hon. Minister clarify at the time he replies.
Thank you very much, Hon. Member.

@G 69 S VRO Dm0

(wrehrLfl@ peyt andin)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

There needs to be a very balanced approach.
Otherwise, it would be the end of -[Interruption.]

@O0 QNGBS

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Let the Hon. Minister clarify at the time he replies.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DOBNGDROB, @ BYD WEHBY EwWILELNO §2Tunsy
DOBYO0:

"EEe®5Ined @ds Bewdn 88 BIBmOE v 2020
VenddE 06 & 8Ee@sind B85 wdOn BO» ¢ ©wWlvrPedS
RO wewsId By ¢, 2021 e85 @a8 06 & de&d® uDFedn e
@D .o, 10.00 80 @.w0. 12.30 edoo ¢, g.w0. 1.30 8O g.w0. 4.30
¢d ¢ B @n @ g.m. 4300 D>Onemn® yadme ©%008s
28Ee@Ind »E mdw g «."

g 8@z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr BIGsLILIL B sTHmYS CIBTeTemLiLIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

88Be®sIned »Oyn

UTTT@RHLOGITMD 9)6VI66V
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

©0 Loty endidm Swmo

(orevorLyfl@ HGerrely @ ewTouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOILNBHROB, @ s Wy ewddrd @edeny
DO O0!

"202]1 eS8 @a8 06 @ge 8Eed®ined mnne sped Didm
8EnJ gl mon y&» BEAC D@QHOYn ©8E8e@xIned #dd
Bewd® 358 8D wsiens Bewes Do wyn @."

g 88z &Y, wwo e3O@z Ses.
afleoarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

808Be®sIn mOyYD BEDE 0% 859D

LITTTEHLOESTM H6PIeUeVB6T LIDMIW (& (Lp
COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

©0 Lesvd endddm Swmo

(omessTyifl @ HCevroiy @ 6vreuitgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOILNBHROB, @ s wewsy ewdtrnd @y
®OH!

"2EEe®Ined Eds Bewde 115 8§ 888wxdc w@» 2020
geeden 27 8 w@®n ®Om ¢ 0wldzned ROF wewxld B ¢,
OB 8Ee05Ined seYOB wwrhded owEde BIO wewo
28Ee05In ®Ogn BENC m0m ©@¥0d, W DZNBHOTB 50 BDSw@
g ¢ Bowdds ®mznEmO0w, Bewdds mm0m Wy w8wsBOC®,
28Be@ned wIsNWmOSw, B0l wldded sNwmDIw, oedty
28@0ed o  0-0emDSw, OdR  wbdded g
8000w mDSwWo ©8H eSO oW 61D DB MO BT CID HOT
20@08m OBIFOSwsY B8O ecommens’ (21) s@xdn Bw wn «."

g 88z 8, e e®@» Sas.
allerr aflBlabsLL(5) TmmysGls e L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.



713 2021 gendedn 17 714

38EBed®5Ined ddd®

LTTT@RLOGITD LD 6
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@G Loty nenddm Swvmo

(orenrfl@ SCarey @ emwroutHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOIBNBDROB, @1 B WY EwIBELND @E8uny
DO !

"a¢ 8 B8O 0008 e®® 8B 2021 wiEn @8 06 wge
g.90. 10.00 &5 e wE m 3w gn «."

e E®eszd Y, estr e3®8» Ses.
aflsorir MBS SBLILIL B eTDms I TeTarLiL L gj.
Question put, and agreed to.

2019 emeddsn eedded edfvw
(@2%88 - 19) (502508 %» SI8Dax)

s emYOun
Q&r@rresrT sweugen Garmm (Qsral’ -19)
(sD&T0S THLTHEH6T) FL_L_eLpevLd

CORONA VIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID - 19)
(TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) BILL

@¢ O 0 Bwdo® Bewiwes Hwdx &
B)reosTL_IT1h 10BN F5LL_6W6N UM IG5 LIIL LT

Order for Second Reading read.

[e5.000. 10.43]

®0; 98..90. @8 T Bwmo (¢S ewm gRImBR )

(orerLyLfl@ 6Tib.wy.611D. 68 FLM - (5% GyewLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry - Minister of Justice)

OO ®ONEDHROB, "o ewg®um Y ©¢dm OJ
Bode gnu" 8 © ewd®zn »OH 0.

OO WONBHROB, a¢ 5 e vped 0 Bwdn
DOGROCO g g 2, 3, 4 @y 5 ¢o» ewldmn ¢ ©®
988us ®Omo.

OO DOITNBHROB, 08 gddnd eI 20 B8Eacd
RN B0 e e®BE 2019 emedisn eeddd
@030w (0088 - 19) (0mEm 8B8Dm) vr emYDsn
882D mTen 9e8ur HBOOB @ dEewecnn edsiess.
GETIO 00® vmy ewBum BEACD acunws 9edun mdn
Cided & G BB woo®uB. § o BB w-odod
VOO BOy wwanB mBEew @ricBudns Owmny, “rNins
BBDS Y O 08D “wdSAm Lum, d0nded BB
DO 010108 DV OBn DRI @ M WWEBLHW
Dnews’ gewws 9e8un ®OE @Dl IO qcwwd amd
508, 2019 emeddsn eedded eddos (e2088 - 19)
(20008m BRBm) s emYPunm @e8sy R/ILO
DOGR WOY C1Red. gems COOE Bedsy Gumcwd, dedd
»Ogn BSe0 a8 Woiay 45 DEIeecy Pew. & amnd,

HOBRB e nE OB ecwd Bovmmncd e ges
5H® 9® wucw &8s Wmosies’ emewi®e, emdd - 19
DewOHW EPPEMIOCHD ¢AWMIT WMOGHHWO D @D
Beadmdr 5O odny SmEs ¢dmomerm o o¢siesy
@0, eDR -19 Dw.on I RED BBeE BEHW
@ BBed gplunne sOFDe0s 0O Bewr asIndthEad
WO glWoe WOGR BOFDIEOD ©sIesy emewIde,
ecImed CODE no® -e®8meD, JHEHIBeS,
Bo08ycied- dndw BPey «® «® BOu® Bovyymcd
DOOTIHO B eOmemEd Soms’ 8 SE€» gwd D@YO
DCHW CH o¢ter’ emew®d; Bws O VDO
©@IVewsy »OGgn BBO wewr »OB @8 g¢ 0®® vmny
e®mY®B® eONE o BesTes’.

& D0eDEO ¢OBID 08 vmyy emylvern edmf
BEO ecor . 0® s s @8 dReedisn
Or¥est Bt 88m, ¢ D8 630015 By GaSwwd Ao
ety OB, uved O5IF00 BBO ofG@= mBO o®
sy emY@un ©®ITVewsy ermmewrw Wi @8dwuxs
BE. Aon® v emYPenE Vv BHOWE BeRBDa. @
Ro, BBwO vdwr ©@edsl vy emYPunE evem I
. oo omYPunw evemm 0 Jow wemEe
8800 00 ¢@ivs PR 00n 9E8un WmOHD. @nY
g @@ Baee & B8EAeD Boemw o & womEnw
a0 WO, & BowmEBW aNO® WEWO vy O BB
emY@ur ©®wsicmdiwr e0n 988uy WO & g ®OHR
a0 vy emy@und VWIHW BLsIm Vo, OB ooy
emYBum W0 vy & vy ewmPOuer Bedm ®OI%
Comned BRSO orgesmde, onde, O3 eRin®
O1DEND amd BOE AYBOLBRLT, NBTHO Re»sy D
B3¢y el OB G RLT @O WS v Yo
@Iy BEICD 0o BBeBn@ied wuBme C 05 @v)%.
& sBme CA OO By O NOD IO LBREWO
988 WO A, IO OWACWO 9eBury WEIO vy
D6 OB OE@d OB By, O O OB EIO BowE,
988 wH ec®g Bwud ¥ PEBDTTO wd WOIB BB &
a0 0® s emYOB® NI NEHBTIE Bedmro.

e@endWO 0ud ©o O5IFDJewn BODI, OO
8 Bor. I» w®ylamersy gunnen. S9on® 0 Ry
eddF »OTm ydOsIe? O BAYew, 0@ sr ewYOsn
00 35305 BD SFH®O 0dE) BWO evm. a8 o®
000 8BS0 «® BE ¢ WITHB werTesy. Wz
REHTO 00 vmy omy®un @28ux 0O Bedmd.
Somsy »YS; »8 Bénwdd oFOmD »HO, FH® &
©®IVewsy O »3 gBewdn WO Vv DO,
ogdddBmoamrd wslin ¥OOn. egddwdmiamed 8@
aBewde BOsTmy ¥y, & amP® 0@ sm ewydum
aBewdowd B »er. T WO oo B8O
2Bewdvwd B O Bylen. 8gedd miieh »OB, e
»50e - COVID-19 circumstances - 88d¢d Boenwe
®OBIesy emew®; Bum Om. u® B8 ydocen emd8
D FOeesy 8OO sfedE 8350 »O, ¥YO »HOB ©®
3BeOEE wwewdow CI eI BBy, BHZE CHo
@csiD A5y Em Boeww BIO wews morey oBws 928us
»0  Beadmdh. Jodvewsli® edms 0w  BBwem
ePREmOeH® 038 odvews’ 8t S8» ommm
8OITTVews e®8 wensd Dm. CEYiTmen OenIs,
PG ound ememyw 8.03yGDO BB8Ec 83» 8O
Bo0dycied BBuw odnemmOensm VYD Cowdd E©D



715 208Ee@xInd 716

[0cT ©8.9.08. 38 ©dT dwnn]

8 08, & e ng »OTed 88y® 980 »S wxIm I3
Peno 50, 088 Dewonnws BeRds) g0 Em R
ACTD BB B 0w’ O Beadmd. J 8Eed 88
280mOn Beams. »E Bl e A 8 Bedmds.
O 8 Brigdm 5880 wewsy mOE Bedmdl, Jeoxd
BB BN B, DO e BoIcOBsY Bwsrds, edmny
cOom BBw wem NE® 8D mOBTH Iy Bwco. & amd
48 & woeaddmre mOE Bedmrdo.

@B B0ems e®wuB, ©J DONEDROB. eSO
DIFOB 0¥y emOenn 8800 ux gv edmeds’ BHwe
BBOO BBy® 358 omdc ecom Beamd. & BDu® 35
omId 00 Bedstesys B8O CODE Bedm e® % @1
BB gdvemre BBeOnB. [@ BBEOH]

OO DAIBNBDHR) o

(orenTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO R0 eOF DO OBIE RS, 0@’ WIS €nw?

O3S ®I16 @DEH® D0

(orenTyfl@ Gwrr Geusvasin)

(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

O WOBNEDROB, ©J alWoen HOBD® cwided
Bl o BDDr. 5@ Supreme Court dewf Buigd 8owe
90200057 BO @8 DRBIesT emew®e? Wmoiemms &
0®5IVewsy WOgn WO®. gud & BId Bewe
©80005Y 5.

®0; 98.9.00. @8 B Swmo

(LomevsrLyLO@ 6TLD. Wy 671D, 68 FLiif)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

& BERCO o@dhnlmoenwd ¢in)® e¢sis) ®v.

®0 96 eDEH® Dwmo
(orerfl@ @rr Geusvasio)

(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

280 8@ 91800 HOB efedsieny.

@G 08¢ HDICH® OWmo

(orenrfl@ QFalbs GLTTSIBIS)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)

OO DBNBWROB, 88 a¢ ¢ On weodd ¢dmde
Bl 28Ee@sIndd 988ux RBBe® ¢d® daews’ OF
B8om v Bowe ©3dinmaenr 988ss @mosimy Bem
DCwmeB. adWmoms emes mOYD BED, 58Ee@xnOO
OO s308mme g0a8. ged 9O Sw&.

®©C 90.4.08. ¢8 8B PWmo

(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD. w67, 68 FL1if)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

& 0w BEICD wEm DCHID), ©O] DOBNGDROA.
egddhdmime gdBows’ nO8 mnHE Bslg ch e¢slen.
eFELBmSTme D @y B8 BBID BowED ¥ ©¢dEO
s308mme »E VB 5O & 8D wEm ICHID B OO
9C 0 BO5r0. eGEdmSenw C (53 »E Bricd »O8 8
988u mOE BeasTess.

O @08 OISR ® Owmo

(oressryfl@ Casallbgl @&LTrginis)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)

OG0 OBROB, alwiens e BsIO A ecsIesy
988 ©02005T sPwB Bws O BEOW 0r0edlB. gud
a8Be Bedmds, Bewe »eds’, IO »O ©D
2edsl & w@asidews’ @Oy edxm. a8 o0
3 OBR@eesy 9CEed .

OO DOIBNBH O

(orerfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTse)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& mdew OS5 HOBRY® eFG® 00, ©5 OEROA.

®0 98.9.00. a8 B Swmo

(omrevorLyLfl@ 671D. wy,.671D. 68 Fuifl)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

0® dev® ocw BODeD ¥, OO OER®.
egddddmdeamens A 8z Bedm Bsi¢d -Determination
Om- »O8 9E8ur WIE BerdrTesy.

O DOINLROB, Y Drews’ @8 o® smn
oY@ mO1gy ¥ 9F WOBIB) DEeBedITD §eno.
957 8B WO ePwB. ¥ cowdenrs BsIHO.
2800 WO »HO dw ¢ 421 gen BT Ay
B BB Bedmdr. o8, & e ne ¢Bwsidmnan
WO HBOE . 0@me, 0D  Dwenrm®
ePREMOCOD BEesw 808D »IFOe B, asim
OmEEO DYBIO DB C ¢l &8 dwd @-G&
00057 Bumd, “Appeal notwithstanding lapse of time”
B, s BERCD @m0 ACBIesT 5D, 8¢e 80wm®
a0 RS |80 P osimy Ay, Do OS85
wosiesy B0 o ylocesmO mEw OiRewsy
Ceea.

@B md;me, adWiwme KOBRB e ne
sOFDe0s) @O0 N8 Ve @B eOdm »®, &
Besesy 088 Dw.ons o¥neds’ admieans BwisOm
edsiery sFH® & WmEe nE aIndtHEs wov ®OYD
WOBTHO HBWD . vyBw el ¢8 & »ogsn»
WE. ©30ewd GOENOEE @ @ 80 wewr asindhee
cBewdd O o, Serdversi® 8OMGOTIO & o
o535 N8 Jen®, & mHE WO 98 §ew0®, RYHTO ares
G 80 wew aimbhEe wow, EmBE Wwow, Vewd®
IO DO I & HHE WS BBOO DGO ER8OE
0085 mIrTery. e@emsy ®IBTery BendD 6y geBwd
s O S50 »OsTed aBB08®O® dxedny
2RO 93wl W@ W B WD CPEDE.

@O0 B®ONemROB, Sewd a8 »Eozn ®»E),
3o D Bedmryds 5O, eI glWSWwEHO
88Ec ©® FHednwemd wum P OBe® »Bwd @B
WO, O HOB, PBIOD WS, COEV®RE OB e,
0T PO B8O ¢OBB ylocesmnd »i&
200 Bedmrds »O, & ¢6®r 00ReDs AT o
OBI0 HBOW FHO, & ¢cTired e¢@Bwsl 83m
sgien eldwiemw Do Beadn ¢dEdm, 0 850 ¢v®
a8m0emwed BB & aBB808mO® R 0O wewo
2000 38O »HOB ged cFwrns dxTeny.

@000 Deons o¥nemlern Bth B&m, DO
DCBO0 G Y, SOPODEO wO®ITTR @® @® ©addDwsiO



717 2021 gendedn 17 718

0O G eI 0@ RED @8 DEemediny eOmH.
Em 208 »nodB wmdems. 988 Bug® Bdy®OED
gD C BT s ¢wdDE 8OPSHersI® mE) gwsIs
CH @ Bwo ww 88mwd 8gdw wiB ICH:®
8ERcdH wEm I 88 owldzn mE, emId 0 Wedy
35m0 v A e¢IHO Ay Bwo. & w®TTVO a8 BB
Bedy 8w wmdkh »Er. 00 IV § Com Bhw
8o0®ews’ e ey Di8md B8 wwInn* WOHD. & DIed®,
Comn DoedS PHNCews C1ady Dm0 OO wwinn®
DO,

PordvewsI® Eozn D1k OaBACEH & wd®asTdewsy e®
0200w e9&wsY S B!

“In particular, it is noticed that the above piece of legislation is
going to create major issues with respect to contracts. Hence, one of
the main submissions we are making is that "contracts" be removed
from its scope. Accordingly, we request the Hon. Minister of Justice
to consider withdrawing Part IV of the Bill and all sections that
cross-refer to sections in Part IV in the first instance and thereafter
to set these out in greater detail in another statute dedicated to
contracts.

The adverse repercussions of the current formulation, broadly, are;
................ (b) Burdening of courts (c) Delays in giving decisions
under this statute due to the case load of courts.”
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®0 Bed 83 BuE ©¢NerT® OO 9E R B3MD @®
s emy@sn 0wed Bwd ICTD Bwr. BYSE ond
B Bes @208, DANOST@ edDBedTO e®w Bwkda
ACTD. @D -19 vy eWmPYOun »EsY Sodan BRwx

od5Im wemd Bwey w@Wo Bwmrdn. Sodn BB odsinm
D, ©® 83wO. @d8 - 19 masfdn -COVID-19 situation
- Boemw RBed -determine BBe®E- guidelines BBeswzd
988u1 WO BedmIr, @@y & wewn cuvewdd S o
e BoE. 93 O guideline dmm Beadmdr kOB
Bedn com BB amd sOB8 ylocend »dxTed O
»O@R WS OO N8 Yowo 58, & P> WICBEEO O5TH
Bo. cudemen 1000, Yeoceosm 8.0s8ycD0 Buwo
Boc 8 B8 ¥y dCemedinn edmdr wBeBsy
Comndd O, »HP, Bowdysied lockdown vwz B0
G0 o flights @wen Rded® B Heesesd
DRI Dy ICH FRED VYD om0 d5Im 8
D5, IBem0 & 00d BBw ed¥n emOens HOB e®
0ed ydocwr 8t B8s¥esl. & Died mden wCHEEO
oY Bem Om dmc8 ewldsn meg. ©® & 8Eaed vo;
DONEDReT  FDDWD® e WO W OBE.
Dissenting Judgment dexfe & 8BdOwmcn & 8€aecd
?m0® 85191880 Wiy 988w WS Beamd. ©® Judgment
e 8 ©On* HOHD, O WOIBNIEDROB.

082 SBBOwON® 9m0® “EED o®ed wcHsy
DOB:

“The gravamen of the Petitioner’s complaint was that the operation
of or compliance with any law of another country or territory would
intrude on the sovereignty of the People as adumbrated in Article 3
read with Article 4 of the Constitution. It is not as if the decision-
making process of the Sri Lankan judiciary or tribunal is intruded
upon or affected by an extraterritorial law or order but on the
contrary the import of the definition (b) only means that the Sri
Lankan courts which have to take into account a Covid-19
circumstance for the purpose of granting reliefs to litigants under
the Act if enacted, will also take cognizance of a factual
consequence brought about by a Covid related law or order of an
overseas country. In my view there is nothing unconstitutional in
such a provision.”
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BB emYPur ©@sicmn® oG ® adevn Bedsienys &
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amD, IO ogess §miwd g8 0@ BBw -erdd®
3 Bedmrdo.
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e0eddzn eddE oddnwe (e - 19) (m0E=m
BBDm) sy emIPsm wd®OD WS OBO wewo v,
Bumte Buouceirned® wswewdine G e¢m eCH @EEd
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G 3008588 o GE.
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Question proposed.
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(omevr i@ (sweuggl HevrBld) rredls Caevrmydenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne)
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(e2088-19) (m00mEm BRBom) vvs ewmYBsm 88D
g0 O01d0 Onmww Y. IR BHOD), I cwdwe
lockdown Beewis @mwsimed Bedm odm EwdemO
@I POOsY BwEe. YT 000 el FOBROB,
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OO Do&md am®, "Number of deaths per day by 14t
August per one million population, Sri Lanka’s rank, two". &
Bastesy, sr0nm0 EememO eecdm O amBne
Oems Comnd 9sieny e¢B Flmed. Sgwd, wewsy
9280, "Number of deaths per week ending 14t August,
2021 per one million population, Sri Lanka’s rank, four"
Do & BesTesy, 850056 SEemwmO w8Bwemd 8¢ O
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change in deaths per week ending 14th August, 2021 per one
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BEumwmO ©0es ©waed Oif 8® gldevnm NGeEDI,
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o s8edsen mOy ddOdance. & gw Bwsdd, "Daily
new confirmed COVID-19 deaths per million people by 13t
August, 2021, Sri Lanka, 5.72" Beer. & Dred® "United
States, 1.95; U.K., 1.33; France, 0.76; India, 0.35; Canada,
0.16; Germany, 0.15" 8w w1 BwEs. @® OmemO ¢8
em0eddzn RO AGeE 95Iewd 83 ©008 ied
sneeid QemeBsl »Ho0m DB ovier’. PN, o®
Deenmed ¢ m B OB 0nE¢dD MOBIenY BHHO &g Owa
g53e8sY weds 0 wme WM. Im @8 erwedd,
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CrsDIBB enEmedsy  ousipr.  wBem@ odusw
2Bl qoelnwsy edsd 3,629 Bwo Dobmo wes
o8  au¥m  weasd 12,5558 Boe. & Bostesd,
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BedsTer’. nadwe & 5O nwimma.
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388 BBw 020ed&. 9n® Bwsiesy lockdown dm= Died
0 O8; Den® BHO By e el BBZYD
Ded ¢De yo 8205 @88 BBw 8. On® D18¢cOn
wewsy w0 Bedsiess, "O® O @ ensy emdd 8¢
BE OMBs oW 07 e»." Bwed.

Sgwd, Dodvr 0eOOOTed ®wnd®w - AMS,
Association of Medical Specialists - Bwo Bedm o¢w
ACT®. & aw Bum Buea ®oem OO Bwstes’ sywi. &
957 e0uE 8P BLsIn®. g gWORL e@O ¢ &
8000 ew B BwodOm ernmgewr, ge D857 85 eud gy
DY ¢S YBOE asd g B8R0 8¢ O D DWS T
W0 Sedsr, eedsdasied 8.r®w B$5N&BBOwersy
G 83Terd, vl eBOB 8 ©wDsem B ©Hm»HD
Dewerm® OB OFDOO gdws Hwr 8o ©sIzH eEHA.
AMS O 08 e®ed 9 83530,

©0 mOznemn®A, Sri Lanka Medical Association
O @¢ @@ O B WO, OB Coed Bedm EEDS
©.0®dc umbrella organization Om; Eomwed Bedm
81dn® DafBe woBmw. & Ond oeznedd, &
emdcsied medical colleges Beamos College of
Physicians, College of Surgeons and College of
Obstetricians and  Gynaecologists & daews.
@stnstedE & o ¥ & Baeg collegesde
omndx Oz Intercollegiate Committee &z dmzn @dco
053N B S50I8B@0 @1 Beamd. derd Bedm
O D1eon) s ® BusIm®. The letter of the SLMA
states, I quote:

"...urgent action to introduce movement restrictions.

All hospitals that provide services for the care of COVID-19
patients have exceeded their full capacity and are left with no vacant
beds available for any new COVID-19 patients.”

OO 9CE»D, »Y DT eDEOF. IO
gDEOW . OROT BeTesIy D® 9m® o8
23000 B HIODEO w5IB Bwai.

OO DONIWROB, OO ©® od; ©wwdd @eBus
WO, 8ENB BBy Bedswwsieod medthwed® -god
e WHO dof Sedewwsiod- duded® o Bl Bews.
882 Bedwvwdosy 30 ecorns did @05, ged 14 ecomn
0w OCIW Owds wdmed 16 ecomn IO amen
Pew. & 0mEes o BuIcOR D1os® moien Im O
®® Busym»®. WHO Projection 18 e®e e5ensid Beamdo:

"1. At current levels of mobility restrictions, the number of
cases would increase up to mid-September at 6,000 cases/ day ..."

Mid-September @908, ©® ©dmex0® 6,000
ss¥mE 900&. It further states, I quote:

"...deaths up to early October coming to a peak at around 220
deaths/day."

& Busesy, denddd O 80 nufufdas.

"ICU admission will peak at around 275 by early October with
cumulative deaths around 30,000 by Jan. 2022. But note that since
we have not yet achieved the vaccine coverage assumed in the
model, the projections are an under-estimate.

2. At increased levels of stringency (similar to May-June 2021)
for 4 weeks, the country will have less numbers of cases of around
1,000 /day..."

0® Bester? o@mwae? ¢DwmO 6,000 0k O
089085y o100, lockdown dm megos 1,0000 &)
0 0B HBB Bws) Om.

Then, Projection 2 goes on to state, I quote:
"...deaths less than 25/ day ."

o®emsl Busterd, ¢dwmd 225 O O0eh teas0d
2550 g8 w3 om VBB Beco.

"...and ICU care to less than 25/ day (by October 2021) and
avert 18,000 deaths..."

0 ICU beds©co wm 275m woannd 25m0 ¢&) =0
on B8 & a5 18,000 ecrn qud @cenewsy @
oD DBRB. eO®B g BFTO®.

Then, the WHO recommendations state, I quote:
"We need to ACT NOW.

Our urgent priority is to SAVE LIVES. Sri Lanka will avert
about 18,000 deaths by Jan, 2022 if the level of stringency is
immediately increased similar to May, 2021 for 4 weeks."

008 »0 mdmen wcwsid Bedmd. Under more
detailed recommendations, it states, I quote:

"Strictly enforce movement restrictions, including inter-district
travel except for essential services."

gomy s e®@m»8. I quote:

"Accurate reporting of both cases and deaths to get a better
picture of the ground situation."

D108 @00 wBwesiesy BAD @S OO
0188 eds, OOBBY ¢ud BO1AR Bl oI yO BT D Bwo
Bedm .

00 Bodur, mBYeDd w@dmewn D ®wiDrle giys
¢ BED Ouf®wo e®edd Bwx . Reporting what Senior
Professor Arjuna de Silva said during a TV programme,
the Newswire website states, I quote:

"The Government must take necessary measures to curtail the
movement of the public as the next two weeks are crucial for Sri
Lanka with regard to the coronavirus pandemic,Academic and
Physician, senior Professor Arjuna de Silva said. He further
explained that if a lockdown cannot be imposed due to certain
reasons then at least a lock-up should be implemented with

managements of institutions being vested with powers to impose
their own restrictions"

e® Beg o0¢u® RBatesd Om OO, ©
DONEDROB. @iy Jom, el dedvr DS
0c88BB yrusieyFed s ¢ @Bn®wd g8 EnBosTm
edm . dn8u Bum oddE gusies »B Bwe emewe
98¢ 500 e@sIm 0® Hedimw Bmd momd: “My
opinion does not matter. Decision-makers will make
decisions. But the country is at risk. Do not wait for the
Government and the Ministry of Health. The value of
your life is yours. Protect your family. So, don’t wait
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until a lockdown is imposed or someone makes rules.
Learn to protect yourself." ©® gedRDsy, owods
3@ @ws @®D WOm BE 0D BB O,
YT NTeE 0wl WE YD WO, HOed Ednw,
50s¥ed sgecE gwed Sdnx eddh O By ORBe
Bemo. 063905 GO0 Gwnl G081 g@ImRBEE ol
G0 #@Bn8w ac 0@ mOO® guiem DR BB
e®ems’ eedmdl. 9B8s qud Bmo o yOOn), @®
o350 B3I @D 988 g 0000 @ese 0D ¢ BWEo.

38w D5IE® 80Yes Puwnmo Bwsies) e@imnie? ¢’
om0 0dddxs 30,000 w@ibews’ I8 Omdr Bwo
83 e emOBsY grNddeme O OB 9@ Bwresy. Ddmo
O 3015000 DBewsy §oeslmwsT o0 w@ibed 83w
OB DO eweas g@imsrened Bewlws oweds @
g SHNE Sodsr; @eds eP¥OIm e¥dn Lur®ws
Bomds. oweds deodseda E8E meg oveg
BoewdowBsy 90 Buosies’, @nsm cweds e@d 8®sTDD
DOGn WO» Bewdds gdue SHOEHOcB. @O
DBCBed @0isIBm eRFED yordew ded yedn BBvwdsy
Dbmn & BIs eweds @Seniueden E8E BIO eweds
3@ red HOOND On 8¢ O @00, 9wds @
Bowlnes On 8g JOr 90 Bewles eweas ewd ginte
EDHE (Owesm eweds ofh) dedvr eedes &8 esedch
O0I8w wews »C Bedmdh. 0Om 0® SO g
©weds 3OIBBR® ¢l 0O Bedsies. ed®m »O&,
@S Gl Coess #OBRBwed ww eweds BEWiTed
2e0emm®. 0® B8ed mnI¥HOws BI:e€s O lock down
WOBTeBY BT Ben, Resd BEecmw, 138O Hr Bwo®nm
Goess ¢ @BOSw Bwambds, "BE cuecd cigewmrs O lock
down mosisy &8 gem®" Bwes. 0O lock down B3® eewo
©edesdo; Bledr @ ocstesy mHO, dw B¢ BBIOO e
89¢0® DO Gotss @as woadw DBIB) By VvmI &
OO 8Os, Jw B8BsY Bug Brlg B 0ny casIesy
eeds dedsweried cuecd amnd A0, & and emdd-
19 Seeon m»FFOe weme BEO wews O lock down
BHBOO 0edesdd; e®enx Bedn S RO DT O©
Gotss  @@impddw  ®wewsd WO Beamd. ®mYe od®
"@e0esd0" Busten’? 0mdd dweone WD dwe
8005 B 353D OB @EH P BB¥yPDevsy 9E O
DO, "g B 0O g8 woesy vy O¢ B »OBY
B0 o5 By 99O Bemd. 00®m Hye® oweds
3@oaew! On® Bwyy eedesdd; m»Ye? "0 duxn"
BB @CID 83905 ©8:DNHB ¢ YOO Soduer @edBOS
30 ecorn Bumd. Swd, & Comn @edes e RS
Bwe® Colleges Bomdr; 8Bweg Bedew ©0dsdosy
80@8mOs ¢O» Bedvwr 0edBdITed wen®ws - AMS
O - Bumds. & Qbem® dend® Bwedd 9@ Bwmd, O
DIy B ©000sdd Buesiess mxB 0. "Cowed
DIFOB OB, Im wooimy ecwr v Bwee O5Im
Bweg®) G g@mOWR Bwuwmd. & Buslesy, nsdwe
¢O1en8; w8, lock down mdsfest syw Bem 8. Lock
down morfest snfer dew® mosiey Bw »YGOS Bwo
B Bewn G. O5em»0 "00 dutn" Buc Bedsiesy »ye?

©® »IDe oo ¢ 8ByO Wosim 8g @O
Beadstersy e@wmwe? ac 8Byusy 885I® n®ed Gdmwd
BEOBIHO @D BB 5D ®BIB Bwo WIHD. "BHrOS
deszs @90 80O 80wed e 55T Bwr Dadmo Dm0, "ewd
674 9.00 80 -8 Buses’, 16 OB ¢ vf 9.00 80- wBwem

DICHW OCcOnE BwE BB oy Owo 88D OJcornde
Dom8m wem®w Boemw O Bed" Bwo Dbz 5.
"edurTemd), 2583w @ yedwde Owwdmws’ 8w
0103082 D) W Emed B Dws B0 Bwdd evny B
DD uved." Bws Dbm Dm0, "@®IEBemO »Osed
BuE 8 wody O B0 @®IRTemD eDEee wenda
S0l Boemes w0 BYw" Bw Dbm Oms. 0@8 "Sodd"
BosIesy, 15 OB ¢. "@meE 8D mnoded edege
BICOC eXOBWE VOVBecemRO DBCHW GBS B
@B O arxnddem Sed®s oy 9® meded edege ©iC
wBwem s wew Do 880 Biams mS Bk Bwoss
Da&m0 Do,

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana. You have
18 minutes.
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The Kurundi Temple, which is located in the
Nagacholai Forest Reserve in Mullaitiva District, is a
herita%e of the Sinhalese Buddhists built during the 5™
and 6" Centuries AD. We all should protect that heritage
and I hope you all will also contribute to protect the
heritage of Kurundi Temple. Hon. Member, I must also
mention that the speech you made here is not relevant to
today’s Debate.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. Next, the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, please.
You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I want a clarification -
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You can get it clarified in your own time. You are
supposed to speak now.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I want a clarification from the Hon. State Minister
before he leaves; cozss @ @Bn®iewsy ©O o1&
OB O @D@sd.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Lakshman Kiriella?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

We should not go for a debate, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I just want a clarification. I am entitled to that as
the Chief Opposition Whip.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O0® 00 yddme gusiensy e® Bed. ®0 eedesds; BDD
@88 eRFEM youlcw md® BHumOID ¢ 88 By BWE.
0 Bwr ocB oI (plesns, aud OO $5ymd e
OB YOO,

@S (D108 @) DsIn Bew3gg®2> Owmo

(oreiryflg (Currdiflwi) Feiremr g3wisrioeur)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana)

R, YOS BIHCEE OTEOB. eED yordew O
g0 880 wmDo. 0 Bonm BBwO VwmDS "Bz
yodew Ofewst Beadrinrs 9f) Bedmo.

OO Bendss 0% 88rsB®)

(omrevsr i@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you, Hon. State Minister. The next speaker is
the Hon. Vijitha Herath. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda.
You have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, you are due to speak next.
You have five minutes. So, you can answer him within
your own time.
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(omessrLyifl@ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Am I due to speak next?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
All right.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda)

It is regarding the statement that the Hon. Member
made on the speech that I made. I went through all the
details after the speech he made on the last day. I got all
the information from the officials of that particular area,
and I think the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella has been given
some false information by his political supporter.

®S; Bendes 0% 391 Bn®)

(oresryfl@ & wohseflsr LTSls salFreri ojeuirdasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, we do not need to go into a debate.
Thank you very much.

Please continue with your speech, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I brought to the notice of the Hon. Minister about
this person. Then, the Hon. Minister (Mrs.) Pavithradevi
Wanniarachchi sent a vehicle within half an hour and that
person was vaccinated.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I will take some more time from the Opposition.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Sisira Jayakody. You have 18 minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Ajith Rajapakse to the Chair?

@G Loty nenddim Swvmo

(orenrfl@ SCarey @ emrouTHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Ajith Rajapakse do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. AJITH RAJAP AKSE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DO R®A, | rise to a point of Order.
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Yes, Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena?
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Sir, this is a matter before court; it is a sub judice
matter.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2. - (Relief in respect of inability to comply with prescribed
time periods)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3. - (Designation of alternative courts in place of courts
affected by Covid - 19 circumstances)
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 4. - (Conducting court proceedings using remote
communication technology)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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CLAUSE 5. - (Scheduled contracts)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 6. - (Relief in respect of inability to perform contractual
obligations or exercise contractual rights)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 7. - (Application under section 6 not to prevent the right
to institute actions)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 7, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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®©C 90.4.008. 88 638 dwmo

(womessTLyi)@ eTiD.wy,.671D. 9168 FLiM)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

O BIBBROB, © sHH WEHST WeerIdDW §Tusy
DOBO0!

"9 O 89ed, 17 0 ed€ed 80 23 Om ed€w ¢l § od€
(0® 088 e ¢ aesD) 90 oI

830.0@/02 EEwm g wm gamaw S@ez &Y, wwr 8d®»
Ses.

BlmSH1h NGIbS LI (B) Mm% I TeiTerLILIL g/,

Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 8, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Amendment, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 9. - (Limitations on relief under this Act)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 9, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 10, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.

11 22 dwz¥Hcs, eso0alSmmicensy, smns emg@send
@202 ;SO B gwéd Beowlo m»o» @&

11941 surastd SBSSLILIL 1 uTQY FL L APVGSIOT LIGSUWITS (3)1h%bS
Gouarsr(p)6loeards o1 1_swemuill_LiLiL’ L g).

Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 12. - (Interpretation)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 12, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 13, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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OoyBs omz emPOsmO I DE GG @ YIS
S®eszn &Y, etn e3®@z Ses.

e DoxiBe sms emd@sendl emdus wdwed HIws
G968 Bewlo mom &,

LBl urFHLD FLLCpVSGHIV CFidsLiL. Cousmt(BGlwsrn  aflsrTr
QNG5 (B) TS CIBTeTOTLILIL L ).

LB UTFHLD FL L PGB LIGHMWITS 3555 Cousi1(B6losrds
L 1_ewemufl_ i1 gj.

Question, that the New Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed

to.
New Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.

B868O» cseddma, sms ew@sHsy 9O me gwl
Bewlo mo» GE.

pBEVTLD UTFSHLD FL L_APVSHIN G55 Bo5BLILIL. CorsoT(h)GlLoeaTd;
HL1_ewemuil_ LI L gj.

First Schedule, ordered to be left out of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Long Title, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

@8@ g BBIBD : @wIB5D
FBIGE HLLeWETF FL_L ID: &TLOTESTLD
CUSTOMS ORDINANCE: RESOLUTION

©0 ety endidm Swmo

(revrLyfl@ HGevrely @ ewTougeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

B0 DODNSDROB, G 2@ edMeds’ ©®
BB BEHsT 0wdEENd 92dun WmOBHID:

"(235 @8m0w §) 08@ o smen’ 10 DesiBe wden, gpmes
B g 0w®TRewsy 2021. 08. 04 8 988us mony B¢ ©@wd&z»d
3O WE ¢ .

(2021 geg@ 22 BonB gom 2224/25 ¢S5 @B Beodds ©1@d vpw)

(a@ims OHVEeS en@Bw ¢ Bed.)"

g E®esz 8, et es®@» Ses.
aflearr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.59 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Monday, 06th September, 2021, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of this Day.
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