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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 05" August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)
Abeysinghe, Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Abeywardana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Ahamed, Zenulabdeen Naseer (Batticaloa)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Appuhamy, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)
Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)
Athaullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa)

Athukorala, Palawaththe Athukoralalage Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)
Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)

B
Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)
Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)
Bathiudeen, Abdul Rishad (Vanni)
Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C
Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List)
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga, Gevindu (National List)

D

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dharmasena, Wijesingha Herath Mudiyanselage (Moneragala)
Dhileeban, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)
Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dissanayake, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)

Dolawatte, Premnath C. (Colombo)

Dushmantha, H.R. Sarathi (Kegalle)



Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Faleel, Mohamed Marjan Azmi (National List)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachchakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)
Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)
Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)
Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardena, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)
Gunawardene, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)

Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)



li

Kajendren, Selvarajah (National List)

Kalai Arasan, Thavaraja (National List)

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)
Karunakaram, Govinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunatilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)
Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Jagath (Colombo)

Kumarasinghe, Mrs. Geetha Samanmale (Galle)
Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Mabharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha) [from 08th April, 2021]
Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imthiaz Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Muzammil, Mohomad (National List)

N

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Nalin Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Nandasena, H. (Anuradhapura)

Navarathna, Asanka Samithajeewa (Kurunegala)

Nawananda, Gayashan (Moneragala)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)
Nirmalanathan, Iruthayanathan Charles (Vanni)

Nishantha, Sanath (Puttalam)

Noharathalingam, S. (Vanni)

Pasqual, Anupa Pium (Kalutara)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh (Galle)

Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslem (Badulla)
Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha (National List)
Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyathissa, Nimal (Nuwara Eliya)

Ponnambalam, Gajenthirakumar Gankesar (Jaffna)
Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)



lii

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)
Premarathne, Uddika (Anuradhapura)
Prishanthi, Mrs. Muditha (Ratnapura)
Priyantha, Ashoka (Puttalam)

Pushpakumara, A.P. Jagath (Moneragala)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Raghavan, Surendra (National List)

Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Shasheendra (Moneragala)

Rajapakse, Ajith (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Gunathilaka (Mahanuwara)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)
Rajapakshe, Raja Manthreelage Thilak (Digamadulla)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)

Ramanayake, AA. Ranjan Leo Sylvester (Gampaha) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 12th January, 2021]
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)

Ranaweera, Bulathwalage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathana Thero, Ven.Athuraliya (National List) [From 18th December, 2020]
Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)
Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabry, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara)
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)
Santhirakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)
Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)
Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Seneviratne, John (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)
Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)
Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)
Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)
Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Tennakoon, Premitha Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)



liii

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)
Udukumbura, U.K. Sumith (Kurunegala)
Undugoda, Rupasinghage Pradeep Saman Kumara (Colombo)

\%
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)
Vitarana, Tissa (National List)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekera, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasingha, D. (Digamadulla)

Weerasinghe, Gamage Haththotuwa Weerasumana (Matara)
Weerasinghe, Jayantha (National List)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (National List)

Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rajika (Kegalle)

Wigneswaran, Canagasabapathy Viswalingam (Jaffna)
Wijesekera, Kanchana (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapura)
Withana, M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep (Gampaha)

Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)
Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yapabandara, Wasantha (Mahanuwara)
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

PRESIDENT
HIS EXCELLENCY GOTABAYA RAJAPAKSA

CABINET

Prime Minister, Minister of Finance, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs and Minister of
Urban Development and Housing — The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa

Minister of Irrigation — The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa

Minister of Labour — The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva

Minister of Foreign and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena
Minister of Highways and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Johnston Fernando
Minister of Education — The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris

Minister of Health — The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi

Minister of Fisheries — The Hon. Douglas Devananda

Minister of Transport — The Hon. Gamini Lokuge

Minister of Trade — The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana

Minister of Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon
Minister of Wildlife and Forest Conservation — The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake
Minister of Mass Media — The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella

Minister of Power — The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma

Minister of Industries — The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa

Minister of Environment — The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Lands — The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena

Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage

Minister of Water Supply — The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

Minister of Energy — The Hon. Udaya Gammanpila

Minister of Plantation — The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana

Minister of Ports and Shipping — The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana

Minister of Tourism — The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga

Minister of Youth and Sports — The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa

Minister of Justice — The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry

Minister of Public Security - The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera
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STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of National Security and Disaster Management and State Minister of Home Affairs — The Hon.
Chamal Rajapaksa

State Minister of Education Reforms, Open Universities and Distance Learning Promotion — The Hon. Susil
Premajayantha

State Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion and Market Diversification — The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne

State Minister of Solar Power, Wind and Hydro Power Generation Projects Development — The Hon. Duminda
Dissanayake

State Minister of Batik, Handloom and Local Apparel Products —The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara

State Minister of Co-operative Services, Marketing Development and Consumer Protection — The Hon. Lasantha
Alagiyawanna

State Minister of Primary Health Care, Epidemics and Covid Disease Control — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini
Fernandopulle

State Minister of Coconut, Kithul and Palmyrah Cultivation Promotion and Related Industrial Product
Manufacturing and Export Diversification - The Hon. Arundika Fernando

State Minister of Rural Roads and Other Infrastructure — The Hon. Nimal Lanza

State Minister of Wildlife Protection, Adoption of Safety Measures Including the Construction of Electrical
Fences and Trenches and Reforestation and Forest Resource Development — The Hon. Wimalaweera
Dissanayake

State Minister of Warehouse Facilities, Container Yards, Port Supply Facilities and Boats and Shipping Industry
Development — The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera

State Minister of Vehicle Regulation, Bus Transport Services and Train Compartments and Motor Car Industry —
The Hon. Dilum Amunugama

State Minister of Production and Supply of Fertilizer and Regulation of Chemical Fertilizer and Insecticide Use —
The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva

State Minister of Dhamma Schools, Pirivenas and Bhikkhu Education - The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda

State Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe

State Minister of Gem and Jewellery Related Industries and State Minister of Prison Management and
Prisoners’ Rehabilitation — The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe

State Minister of Development of Minor Crops Including Sugarcane, Maize, Cashew, Pepper, Cinnamon, Cloves,
Betel Related Industries and Export Promotion — The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura

State Minister of National Heritage, Performing Arts and Rural Arts Promotion — The Hon. Vidura
Wickramanayaka

State Minister of Samurdhi, Household Economy, Micro Finance, Self-employment and Business Development -
The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe

State Minister of Company Estate Reforms, Tea and Rubber Estates Related Crops Cultivation and Factories
Modernization and Tea and Rubber Export Promotion - The Hon. Kanaka Herath

State Minister of Rural and Divisional Drinking Water Supply Projects Development — The Hon. Sanath Nishantha

State Minister of Regional Co-operation — The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya

State Minister of Ornamental Fish, Inland Fish and Prawn Farming, Fishery Harbour Development, Multiday
Fishing Activities and Fish Exports — The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera

State Minister of Rural Housing and Construction and Building Material Industries — The Hon. Indika Anuruddha
Herath

State Minister of Canals and Common Infrastructure Development in Settlements in Mahaweli Zones —
The Hon. Siripala Gamalath

State Minister of Tanks, Reservoirs and Irrigation Development Related to Rural Paddy Fields -
The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne

State Minister of Backward Rural Areas Development and Promotion of Domestic Animal Husbandry and Minor
Economic Crop Cultivation - The Hon. S. Viyalanderan

State Minister of Rural and School Sports Infrastructure Improvement — The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage

State Minister of Aviation and Export Zones Development — The Hon. D.V. Chanaka

State Minister of Indigenous Medicine Promotion, Rural and Ayurvedic Hospitals Development and Community
Health — The Hon. Sisira Jayakody

State Minister of Women and Child Development, Preschools and Primary Education, School Infrastructure and
Education Services — The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva

State Minister of Rattan, Brass, Pottery, Furniture and Rural Industrial Promotion — The Hon. Prasanna
Ranaweera

State Minister of Livestock, Farm Promotion and Dairy and Egg Related Industries — The Hon. D.B. Herath

State Minister of Urban Development, Coast Conservation, Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness — The
Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa

State Minister of Production, Supply and Regulation of Pharmaceuticals — The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana

State Minister of Estate Housing and Community Infrastructure — The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman

State Minister of Paddy and Grains, Organic Food, Vegetables, Fruits, Chillies, Onion and Potato Cultivation
Promotion, Seed Production and Advanced Technology Agriculture — The Hon. Shasheendra Rajapaksa

State Minister of Skills Development, Vocational Education, Research and Innovation — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Seetha Arambepola

State Minister of Money and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms — The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal
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CHAIRMEN’S PANEL

The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Hesha Withanage, The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila
Gunawardene, The Hon. Isuru Dodangoda, The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse, The Hon.
Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe, The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte,
The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya

COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena,
The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The Hon. Wimal
Weerawansa, The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The
Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Selvam Addaikkalanathan

COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan,
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella, The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon.
Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Mahinda
Amaraweera, The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The
Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Anura
Dissanayaka, The Hon. Dilan Perera, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The
Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran

COMMITTEE ON STANDING ORDERS

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Dilan Perera, The Hon.
Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon. Sujith
Perera, The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam, The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan

HOUSE COMMITTEE

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon.
Kanchana Wijesekera, The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola, The Hon.
J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. (Major) Pradeep Undugoda, The Hon. Jagath Kumara, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. Nalin Fernando, The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem, The Hon. Marjan Faleel,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES

The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, The
Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. G.G.
Ponnambalam, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene, The
Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, The Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva, The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran, The Hon.
Gevindu Cumaratunga, The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana (Chairman), The Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake, The Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon.
Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera, The Hon. Tissa Attanayake, The Hon. Harin Fernando, The
Hon. Niroshan Perera, The Hon. Faizal Cassim, The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The
Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi, The Hon. B.Y.G.
Rathnasekara, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe, The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara, The Hon. Mohomad
Muzammil, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage,
The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana, The Hon. Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon.
Dilum Amunugama, The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, The Hon. D.V.
Chanaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa, The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon.
Anura Dissanayaka, The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha
de Silva, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The Hon.
Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam.
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC FINANCE

The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana, The Hon. Keheliya
Rambukwella, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, The Hon. Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Vidura
Wickramanayaka, The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon.
Dilan Perera, The Hon. Kumara Welgama, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, The
Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon.
Isuru Dodangoda, The Hon. Anupa Pasqual, The Hon. Nalin Fernando, The Hon. M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep Withana,
The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS

The Hon. Gamini Lokuge (Chairman), The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon. Janaka
Wakkumbura, The Hon. S. Viyalanderan, The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage, The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman, The
Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar, The Hon. Kumara Welgama, The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara, The Hon. Dilip
Wedaarachchi, The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha, The
Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda, The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon. Waruna
Liyanage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha, Samanmale Kumarasinghe, The Hon. Kulasingam Dhileeban, The Hon. S.M.M.
Muszhaaraff, The Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe

COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula
Gunawardana, The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella, The Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana,
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka, The Hon. John Seneviratne,
The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan

LIAISON COMMITTEE

The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana (Chairman), The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, The Hon. Angajan
Ramanathan, The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Johnston Fernando, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula
Gunawardana, The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon, The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake, The Hon. Keheliya
Rambukwella, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, The
Hon. S.M. Chandrasena, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon. Udaya
Gammanpila, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. Rohitha
Abegunawardhana, The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera,
The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Anura
Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana, The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath

BACKBENCHER COMMITTEE

The Hon. Johnston Fernando (Chairman), The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. S. Noharathalingam, The Hon.
Selvarajah Kajendran, The Hon. Kapila Athukorala, The Hon. M. Udayakumar, The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The
Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya,
The Hon. W.H.M. Dharmasena, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff,
The Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. D. Weerasingha,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake

LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEE
The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya (Chairman), The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, The
Hon. Sisira Jayakody, The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne, The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Govinthan
Karunakaram, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon.
Premnath C. Dolawatte, The Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam, The Hon. Jayantha
Weerasinghe, PC

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Defence
The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka, The Hon. Field
Marshal Sarath Fonseka, The Hon. Tiran Alles, The Hon. (Major) Pradeep Undugoda

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Finance

The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal, The Hon.
Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, The Hon. Jagath Kumara, The Hon. M.W.D. Sahan
Pradeep Withana, The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Buddasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs

The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon.
Sanjeeva Edirimanna, The Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri, The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff, The Hon. Gevindu
Cumaratunga

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Urban Development and Housing

The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa, The
Hon. Jeevan Thondaman, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila
Gunawardene, The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice

The Hon. M.UM. Ali Sabry (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon. Susil
Premajayantha, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon. Akila Ellawala, The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran, The Hon.
Sagara Kariyawasam

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign

The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena (Chairman), The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon.
(Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. Gamini
Waleboda, The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government

The Hon. Janaka Bandara Thennakoon (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala,
The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha, The Hon. Naseer Ahamed, The Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva, The Hon. Sudath
Manjula

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education

The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris (Chairman), The Hon. Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda, The Hon. Piyal
Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola, The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon. Isuru
Dodangoda, The Hon. Anupa Pasqual, The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Health

The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, The Hon. (Prof.) Channa
Jayasumana, The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana, The Hon. Abdul Haleem, The
Hon. Gayashan Nawananda, The Hon. (Dr.) Thilak Rajapakshe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Labour
The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman), The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne, The Hon. John Seneviratne, The Hon.
Jagath Pushpakumara, The Hon. Vadivel Suresh, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Environment
The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera (Chairman), The Hon. Maithreepala Sirisena, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon.
Wasantha Yapabandara, The Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Wildlife and Forest Conservation

The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake (Chairman), The Hon. Wimalaweera Dissanayake, The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Kapila Athukorala, The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake,
The Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture

The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage (Chairman), The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, The Hon. S. Viyalanderan,
The Hon. D.B. Herath, The Hon. Shasheendra Rajapaksa, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. Ishak
Rahuman, The Hon. Udayakantha Gunathilaka, The Hon. Kulasingam Dhileeban, The Hon. Upul Mahendra
Rajapaksha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Irrigation

The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon. Siripala Gamalath, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Dilan
Perera, The Hon. Faizal Cassim, The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek, The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, The Hon. Nimal
Piyathissa

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Lands

The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena (Chairman), The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The Hon.
Selvam Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. Thisakutti Arachchi, The Hon. Asanka Navarathna, The Hon. Chinthaka Amal
Mayadunna

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries

The Hon. Douglas Devananda (Chairman), The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera, The Hon. A.L.M. Athaullah, The Hon.
Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku, The Hon. (Dr.) Upul
Galappaththi

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Plantation

The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana (Chairman), The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura, The Hon.
Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Palani Thigambaram, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda, The
Hon. M. Rameshwaran, The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe



Ministerial Consultative Committee on Water Supply

The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara (Chairman), The Hon. Sanath Nishantha, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon.
Jayarathna Herath, The Hon. Sampath Athukorala, The Hon. W.H.M. Dharmasena, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika
Wickramasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power
The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma (Chairman), The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake, The Hon. H.M.M. Harees, The Hon.
Sarathi Dushmantha, The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem, The Hon. B.Y.G. Rathnasekara, The Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Energy
The Hon. Udaya Gammanpila (Chairman), The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The
Hon. Hesha Withanage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi, The Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Ports and Shipping

The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana (Chairman), The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon. Tissa Attanayake, The
Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Sujith Perera, The Hon. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan, The Hon. D.
Weerasingha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Highways
The Hon. Johnston Fernando (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. (Dr.) V.
Radhakrishnan, The Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda, The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala, The Hon. H. Nandasena

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport
The Hon. Gamini Lokuge (Chairman), The Hon. Dilum Amunugama, The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake, The Hon. Kumara
Welgama, The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Madhura Withanage, The Hon. Mohomad Muzammil

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Youth and Sports
The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage, The Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The Hon.
Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Lalith Ellawala, The Hon. Milan Jayathilake, The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Tourism

The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga (Chairman), The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon. M. Udayakumar, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha
Samanmale Kumarasinghe, The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya, The Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Diana Gamage

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade

The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana (Chairman), The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka,
The Hon. Niroshan Perera, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. Nalin Fernanado, The Hon. Marjan
Faleel

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industries

The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa (Chairman), The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe, The Hon.
Prasanna Ranaweera, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Premalal
Jayasekara, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon. U.K. Sumith Udukumbura

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Mass Media
The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella (Chairman), The Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar, The Hon. Shantha Bandara, The Hon.
Manusha Nanayakkara, The Hon. Uddika Premarathne, The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Technology
The Hon. Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Tissa Vitarana, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Imran Maharoof,
The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Security
The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. Akila Ellawala, The Hon. Premitha Bandara
Tennakoon, The Hon. Rohana Bandara

SELECT COMMITTEES

Select Committee to Look into and Report to Parliament Its Recommendations to Ensure Gender Equity and
Equality with Special Emphasis on Looking into Gender Based Discriminations and Violations of Women’s
Rights in Sri Lanka

The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. (Prof.) G.L.
Peiris, The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Seetha Arambepola, The Hon. Dilan Perera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,
The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. M. Udayakumar, The Hon. Jagath Kumara, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Smanmale
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

SC(SD)No.06/2021
SRI LANKA LAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

BEFORE : Justice Vijith K. Malalgoda PC - Judge of the Supreme Court
Justice E.A.G.R.Amarasekara - Judge of the Supreme Court
Justice Achala Wengappuli - Judge of the Supreme Court

SC(SD) No. 06/2021

Petitioner : A.D.P.A. Gooneratna

Counsel : Mayura Gunawansa PC with Sandarenu Peiris, Isuru
Siriwardena, Yasanthi Dissanayake, Thanuja Karunarathne Instructed
by Mahesh N. Pathirana

Respondent : Hon. Attorney General

Counsel : Indika Demuni de Silva, PC, Additional Solicitor
General, with Yuresha de Silva, Senior State Counsel, Ms. Indumini
Randenya, State Counsel, and Ms. Shewanthi Dunuwille, State
Counsel.

The Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 19.04.2021.

A Bill in its short title referred to as “Sri Lanka Land Development
Corporation (Amendment) Act No.  of 2021 was published in the
Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on 10th
February 2021 and placed on the Order Paper of Parliament on 8th
April 2021.

The Petition to this Court was filed by the Petitioner above named
on 15th April 2021, within one week of the bill being placed on the
Order Paper of Parliament as required by Article 121 (1) of the
Constitution. Upon receipt of the petition the Court issued notice on the
Attorney General as required under Article 134(1) of the Constitution.
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The petition was referred to this bench by His Lordship the Chief Justice on 151 April 2021 with an
‘order to Registrar to list it for hearing on 19th April 2021. The Petition was taken up for consideration

on the same day, i.e., on 19% April 2021 with the consent of both parties.

In the petition filed before this court, the Petitioner had alleged that the entirety of the Bill v§olate
and inconsistent with Articles 3, 4, 12 (1), 12 (2), 75 and 154G of the Constitution but restricted his
submissions mainly to the alleged violation of Article 154G of the Constitution and submitted that the
“Parliament cannot proceed with this Bill without first referring it for the expression of the views of
the Provincial Councils under Article 154G (3) as the proposed amendment deals with the subjects
Land, Irrigation and Local Government listed under items 18, 19 and 04 in the list  to the gth schedule

or the Provincial Council List.
According to the Article 154 G (3} of the Constitution,

“No bill in respect of any matter set out in the Provincial Council List shall become law unless
such Bill has been referred by the President, after its publication in the Gazette and before it
is placed on the Order Paper of Parliament, to every Provincia! Council for the expressi'on of

its views thereon, within such period as may be specified in the reference, and -

(a} where every such Council agrees to the passing of the Bill, such Bill is passed

by a majority of the Members of Parliament present and voting; or

(b} where one or more Councils do not agree to the passing of the Bill, such Bill is

passed by the special majority required by Article 82:

Provided that where on such reference, some but not all the Provincial Councils agree to the
passing of a Bill, such Bill shall become law applicable only to the Provinces for which the
Provincial Councils agreeing to the Bill have been established, upon such Bill being passed by

a majority of the Members of Parliament present and voting.”

The learned President’s Counsel took up the position that the Court is required to go by the strict
letter in this matter as the intention of the 13t Amendment was to devolve powers to the provinces

to the proper extent set out therein.

As observed by us, Clause 2, 3 and 4 of the bill amends sections 2A, 2B and 4A of the Principal

Enactment by prescribing a fine and term of imp-risbnment which was not found in the principal
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enactment and also prescribing a specific procedure to follow when prosecuting violations already

identified under section 2A, 2B, and 4A of the Principal enactment.

Clause 7 which amends Section 20A of the Principal Enactment also introduces a specific procedure
to be followed when applying for restraining orders before the Magistrate’s Court when prosecuting

violations already identified under the Principal Enactment.

Clause 8 introduces two new Sections as Section 20D and 20E. Section 20D introduces.a procedure
that should he followed by a Police officer when a complaint is made for violations already identified
under Section 2A, 2B and 4A of the Principal Enactment. The said section farther declares those
violations as cognizable offence in order to conduct effective investigations. Section 20E makes

provisions to identify the liabilities of body of persons or partnerships.

Clause 9 had further clarified Section 22A of the Principal Enactment by identifying the procedure the

Magistrate should follow, for offences, no penalty is identified under the Principal Enactment.

" In addition to the above, Clause 5 of the Bill amends the Principal Enactment by replacing two ex-
officio members of the Board of the Corporation and Clause 6 amend Section 9 of the Principai

Enactment by introducing a new paragraph as 9 (1) (ea) which reads as follows;

(ea) “toenterinto joinventures, partherships or other commercial agreements with foreign
or local companies or individuals directly, jointly or otherwise, within or outside Sri

. Lanka with the concurrence of the Mints’cer and in accordance with other written‘ faw

to achieve the objects of the cqrporation by utilizing the skilled labour, expert

'kno_wledge and the experience of the Corporation"
Clause 10 amends Section 28 of the Principal Enactment in order to provide for a new definition.

When considering the amendments referred to above, it appears that the mam object of the B!ll isto

strengthen the legal framework already identified in the prmcrpaf enactment

In this regard this Court is mmdful of the structure and the prov:snons inthe Prmcrpal Enactment which
clearly demonstrates that the Sri Lanka Land Development Corporatlon was brought mto effect for
“the purpose of safeguardmg low lymg marshy, waste or swampy areas as they act as water retention d
areas for water to de(:ede in cases of huge mflux of water It is for thls purpose that ‘the Prmc;pal
Enactment prohlblts person from fllllng or developmg areas that are declared as deveiopment areas

_ or low }ymg, marshy, swampy areas and canal reservatlons
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The learned Additional Solicitor General who represented the Hon. Attorney General relied on several
vCabinet decisions which emphasized the need to strengthen the legal framework of the Principal

Enactment in order to curb the violations under the Act.

On 1% July 2014 the then Minister of Defence and Urban Development had submitted a Cabinet
Memorandum placing before the Cabinet of Minister the need to strengthen the legal framework of

the Principal Enactment, in the following terms;

“The corporation is responsible for the preservation of the retention areas, law lying, marshy,
waste and swampy lands and canal reservations declared under the SLLR & DC Act.
The corporation is facing legal issues when prosecuting the persons who carryout largescale
un authorized filling of declared areas under the SLLR & DC Act and is hard pressed to stop

these activities without having effective legal provisions.”

The Cabinet paper thereafter proceeded to submit five areas that has to be strengthen and the said

proposals are as follows;

1. Even though the Corporation has powers to take legal action against the unauthorized fillings
and constructions within the declared areas under Section 2 (1) and 2 (b} of th‘e Act No. 15 of
1968 as amended by the Act No. 35 of 2006, there is no provision in the existing Act for issuing
of interim order by the competent court for the immediate stoppége of unauthorized fillings
or development activities. Therefore, an amendment to the Section 2 {a) (5), 2 (b) (5) and 4 (a)
(5) of the existing Act expected for issuance of interim order by the Magistrate Court fdr the
immediate stoppage if unauthorized fillings or development activities on‘ the facts of the first
complaint to Courts. 7

2. Further the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation should take every action to prevent
unauthorized reclamations under Section 2 (a) (4) of the existing Act, and CEO may obtain the
assistance of the Police wheré necessary. It is expected to incorporate provisions to the
Section 2 (a), 2 (b} and 4 (b) to obtain gfeater assistance from the police in respect of persons
cafryirjg out an unauthorizi,ed activity and to give powers to the police in respect of persons

» barrying_ out fhe,unauthorfzed filling and arrést thém with their equipment and vehicles where
Qnauthorize_d activity is taking and‘produc'e such persons and edtjibment before Magistrate’s

Court,
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To consider offences stipulated under Section 2 (a) (3), 2 (b) (3), 4 (a) (3) and 20 {c) as
cognizable offences and give power tb the Magistrate Courts for hear and détermlnation the
case.

On conclusion of the case recover the damages as a fine by introducing a procedure with
power to demolish construction and reinstate the land by unearthing to its original status and
to charge the cost incurred and confiscate the relevant equipment and vehicles as deemed
necessary. ‘

In terms of Section 22 (a) of the existing Act, every person guilty of an offence under this Act
for which no penalty is prescribed shall be liable to a fine not less than one hundred thousand
rupees and not exceeding five hundred thousand rupees or to imprlsonmént for a period not
exceeding one year and there is no provisions in the existing Act, that in which court such
cause of action should hear and determine. Therefore, to overcome the procedural issues it is
expected to incorporate - provisions undef Sectlon 22 (a), to confer judicial powers tb the

Magistrate to take action regarding all offences.

The Cabinet of Ministers had approval the said memorandum at the Cabinet meeting held on 17t July

2014 and directed the legal draftsman to proceed with the drafting.

Once again, a Cabinet Memorandum was submitted before the Cabinet of Ministers by the then

Ministers of Megapolis and Western Development emphasizing the need to strengthen the Principal

‘Enactment having effective legal provisions. The said Cabinet Memorandum which was tabled before

the Cabinet of Ministers at its meeting on 02,12.20_15 contained identical proposals to the earlier

Cabinet paper but had three new paragraphs recommending.

a)

It is expected to incorporate provisions to enter into joint ventures/ partnerships and/or other

commercial agreements with foreign or local companies or individuals directly, jointly or

. otherwise for ‘cohduct'}ing developmeh’t bfb}eds Mthin or out of Sri Lé_mka by utilizing the

* skilled lab.our/expe‘_rt knoWIedge of the qorpbratlon endowed wif;h experience and technical

) knowledge

b)_

10

In terms’ of the prevallmg Act, the board shall consxst of three ex—ofﬁc;o members wiz; -

.Dlrectors of lmgatlon, Dlrector of Town and Coun’try Plannmg and Commlssmner for Natlonal_
Housmg It is proposed to mcorporate provrsmns to appomt the lme Mlnlstry Secretory/ his

representatlve in the place of the Com m;ssnoner for Natlonal Housmg and Dlrector General of
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the National Physical Planning in the place of Director of Town and Country Planning as the
said two posts are not functional.

¢) Provisions have been laid down in the Act, regarding the powers vested in the Chief Executive
Officer of the corporation in respect of the Seal of Corporation, prevention of unauthorized
filling in the areas declared under the Act and prevention of the pollution of canals as well as
taking action against the unauthorized activities/ constructions carried out in declared canal
reservations.
As there is no interpretation to the word “Chief Executive Officer” in the Act, it is expected to

define the post of General Manager of the Corporation as the “Chief Executive Officer”

The said Cabinet paper too was approved and the Cabinet decision was communicated to the relevant
authorities for further steps by the secretory to the Cabinet including one copy to the “My/ National

Policies and Economic Affairs”

Minister of Urban Development and Housing had submitted the draft Bill before the Cabinet, by
Cabinet Memorandum dated 18t September 2020 along with the observations of the Minister of

Justice and the Cabinet of Ministers at its meeting on 015 December 2020 approval was granted;

i) To publish the Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation (Amendment) Bill annexed to the

Memorandum, in the Government Gazette; and
ii) To submit the said Bill referred to at (i) above, thereafter in Parliament for approval.

Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation as it is named at present, was originally established in 1968
as “Colombo District (Law-Lying Areas) Reclamation and Development Board under Act No. 15 of
1968. The said Act was amended on four occasions by Acts No. 27 of 1976, 52 of 1982, 35 of 2006 and
11 of 2019. | | |

-By amending Act 52 of 1982 the name of ‘fColombo Dist’rict (Low Lying Areas) Reclamation and

Development Board” was changed as “Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Corporétion”

and the existing Board was converted toa Corporation.

By Section 2 of the. amendmg Act 35 of 2006, the Long 'l“tle of the Pr1nc1pal Enactment was repealed

and replaced to read as follows,

‘ ”AN ACTTO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLlSHMENT OF A CORPOTATION TO BE KNOWN AS THE

SRILANKA LAND RECLAMATION AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

12
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AND RECLAMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATIONAL POLICY RELATING TO LAND
RECLAMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH AREAS AS MAY BE DECLARED BY ORDER OF THE

MIN!STER,; FOR SUCH ' CORPORATION TO UNDERTAKE CONSTRUCTION WORK AND

CONSULTANCY ASSIGNMENTS IN THE FIELD OF ENGINEERING; AND FOR MATTERS
CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.”

Even though the long title of the principal enactment was amended only to change the name of the
corporation as, Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation by the amending Act 11 of 2019, the long

title of the principal enactment remained unchanged.

Accordingly, it is clear that, since the amendment introduced to the principal enactment by amending
Act 35 of 2006, it was the function of the Corporation to implement the National Policy of Land

Reclamation and Development of the Areas identified by the Act.

In the said circumstannes it is clear that the main objéctfve of the Bill is to give effect to the National
Policy on Land Reclamation and Development, where the Cabinet of Ministers in three successive
Cabinets since 2014, had observed the need to strengthen the prmcxpal enactment in order to
empower the Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation to demolish unauthorlzed developments and
toreinstate the land by unearthmg the land to the onglnaI status, to empower the Maglstrate s Courts
to take action regardmg all offences stipulated under the Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation
Act” (Principal Enactment) and ”to obtain greater assrstance from the Police in respect of persons
carrying out an unauthonzed activity and give powers to arrest them with their equ&pment and

vehicles where unauthonzed activity is taking place.”

When the principal Ena;:tment was amended in 2006 to entrust the implementation of the National

Policy on Land R,e‘clamétion and Development, to the Corporation, “undertake construction work and

consultancy assignments in the field of Engineering” was also identified as part .of the

impleme’ntations of the‘ Na_tional Policy.

However, no detalled prowsxons were made at the tlme the amendment was mtroduced but, when

: the Govemment Polxcy on Land Reclamatlon and Deveiopment was once agam consndered hefore the ]
" Cabmet in the year 2015 the sald requ;rement was also mcluded mto the Cabmet Paper and obtamed . .

B :approval to lnciude those reqmrements in to the Bl“ .

14
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of the Bill does not fall within the subjects of Land, Land Development, Irrigation and/or Local

Government as submitted by the Petitioner.

For the aforesaid reasons we are of the view that the provisions of the Bill are not inconsistent with

“any provisions of the Constitution.

Thus, we do hereby make determination in terms of Article 121 (3) of the Constitution, that the Sri
Lanka Land Development Corporation (Amendment) Bill which is impugned by the Petitioner, is not
inconsistent with any provisions of the Constitution and as such may be passed by parliament by a

simple majority of members present and voting.

We place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by the learned Counsel for the

Petitioner and learned Counsel who appeared on behalf of the Hon. Attorney General.

W |
Jusﬁ} fjith K- Malalgo ,Pc,g.

JUW’@&{

Justice Achala Wengappuli,

Judge of the Supreme Court
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 7, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 8, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 9 and 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."-
[The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.

6 O ODwrYHw, woewldmimcensy, smy emd®send
@082 ;SO BIws gwl Hewlw mom GE.

boyth  UrFHLD  BNBSBLILIL L UTHY FLL_APVISHINT  LIGBUITS
B 555 Covust(H6losvrds w1 1_smemuili_ i’ 1 gj.

Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 7 to 17 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 18, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 19 to 21 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 22, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 23 to 39 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 40, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 41 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 42, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 43 to 46 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 47.- (Insertion of new section 190A of the principal
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 47, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 48, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 49 and 50 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 51.- (Amendment of the First Schedule to the principal
enactment)

®0 Levd eadids Swmo

(oreryflg HBewreaig @ enTouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO BDIBBROB, @ VB BCHST WeRIND @EBunY
DOBH!

1) "36 O 89ed, 6 O ed€ed 8O 10 O ed€w ¢iDr O 0d€
(& 088 oem ® arnesD) @b W0, & EOMDD o GEiedn
@008 Good® WOBIBY:

‘e, 8® ylocuned svn (eds O 8y v On 2021
gedc @w 1 05 & 80 ACED O 88 14% » cud®
G2 @0enw gHD DG @w WO 1B ¥ !

(@) O oo LDSamwies ©OITAewsS CAH
§BEDD;

(19) @® ydocwen 887 yrrdumBe dCREA gwd wdn
DOBsY Bescdm ¢ BeBw sfm BeEAC 6dBwd
080 On e Y Yo'

) "39 o 8ged, 27 O 0d€wd 9WIBO © mvm EFedn
©m0B A BOBIB:

'(@®) 2021 geyc ®x 1 o 2» 80 ACHOD Om» B8,
000 85 yoismrBe ACHIE Lwd vwidD
D85 Bescdnmy G¢ 8¢Bw b BeBAC vdBwd
©10800s57 G OO v e - 14%'";

(3) "42 & BYeDd, 5 0 0d€ed 80 9 O edEw ¢ O 0dE (&
ed€ e © anesd) 908 W, I eOHNOD sun EPedn
@m0 Good@ WOBIBY:

() & edeod (3) o cwediad 28% & Bw ¥n «.' wm
005 e PEBHO 05O 2020 308 @ 1 D
250 ewcind 28% = ww 2020 “208 & 1 O e
80 csom O 88 24% o 8w @n . v 0Om
0 QRO Mmedn B3eos;' "

oownldry Ewn gpw w@» gawmae S@wsx c8rY, w@ws
808m Ses.

Bl 55D BB LI (B) MM CIBTSITeTLILIL L G

Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 51, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 52 to 54 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 55, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 56 to 61 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Table ‘A’, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Table ‘B’, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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“The effective reproduction rate of COVID-19 in Sri Lanka is
larger than India. The difference is in the population size and health
infrastructure which is already on the verge of collapse. It will be
only a matter of time if we continue to ignore.”

* gedmmeed D .
* preflewaiSslet sweussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

Oend®d On® Besiesy. ©0m 9O BBGBDD
06, ¢¢ 05 80 ¢8 emdd-19 eddoed 3018 AEeO
gy 0¢85 9utmdh. eend ®E B Bef @mdD
dGe ®w¥» ¢ B0 AEE @t ICHE®O DWL®D
DGRROEO »OB O ediow Diggeed. »HYS, 0® RTOH
dic oFm @8 mn, moiem ©ww €& oddds OxIm
5T ® 98 @0 @O. Sri Lanka Medical Association &z
22018 ¢o 85088800 B8us Bwxds. 85T 0O E8ews
s1012ED® ymoe »Omdo, “Suspicion of a new presentation
with atypical manifestations and possible rapid transmission
also has been noted” BwEr. 0D BBO ecde cxlvanns
5780 0O 0 emB8 DBedw O BRBO® cfeursis SO
D08 ¢mO creasiesy. It further states, I quote:

“Presentation of younger patients with more serious symptoms
also has been noted. The clinicians working at the Lady Ridgeway
Hospital, have also observed the rapidly increasing number of
positive cases of COVOD-19 among children. Presence of a new
variant with possible rapid transmission also was suspected.....

The possible new variant is suspected to be a new mutation of
already prevalent Sri Lankan index organism or a virus introduced
newly from another foreign country.”
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Intercollegiate Committee of All Medical Professional
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“At the COVID Committee meeting held on 21* April 2021,
the clinicians reported to the SLMA their observations of the
rapidly increasing number of COVID-19 positive cases, numbers
requiring hospital admissions, oxygen and increasing needs of
Intensive Care Unit (ICU), management in their clinical settings
and the increasing number of positive reports at the lab settings.
Further, it was also highlighted that the already allocated ICU beds
for COVID-19 patients are all occupied at present."
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, when we talk about the
COVID-19 pandemic, an issue that we cannot run away
from is the grave economic situation the people are
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forced to face, not only in this country, but globally. The
Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal, in his speech, endeavoured to
put the economic situation into context and to explain
how the Government is trying to address those issues.

In that light, Sir, if the economic situation during the
COVID-19 pandemic has deteriorated to such an extent
and if the average citizen in Sri Lanka is facing a grave
crisis, can you just imagine what the situation would be
for the people of the North-East, who had been facing an
economic blockade for almost 32 years during the war?
Not only did they have that economic blockade to face up
to, which they have still not recovered from, but on top of
that, they have this pandemic which has almost
pauperized them completely. So, in that backdrop, I want
to bring to the notice of this House something quite
astounding that is taking place even in this grave situation

without any consideration of those downtrodden,
suffering people in the North-East.
Sir, in 1984, the Tamil people in Kokulai,

Kokkuthoduwai and Karunaddukerny were asked to
evacuate by the military because they were going to carry
out military operations. Those people were displaced right
until around 2012. Till then, they were not even allowed
to come and resettle. Despite the military chasing out the
Tamil people who had been there for generations,
Sinhalese people who had been there in the 80s had begun
to be settled in those areas. After the war, when the
people who rightfully owned those areas, the rightful
owners, tried to come back, they found that Kokulai
West, Kokulai East, Kokkuthoduwai South,
Kokkuthoduwai North, Kokkuthoduvwai Centre and
Karunaddukerny had been gazetted under the Mahaweli
Development Authority in 2007. Those areas had been
gazetted without their knowledge and when they tried to
g0 back, resettle and do their farming in those areas, areas
they had rightful papers and deeds for, they were not
allowed and that became a huge issue. Subsequently, the
Grama Niladhari Divisions of Chemmalai East and
Chemmalai were also included in that Gazette. Under
those circumstances, Sir, despite those areas being
gazetted to fall under the Mahaweli Authority, the land
administration was kept under the Karaithuraipattu
Divisional Secretary. In some way, that Divisional
Secretary was helping those war-displaced people coming
back and trying to get back to their normal life. All of a
sudden, what we found was, towards the end of last year,
the Mahaweli Authority had written to the Divisional
Secretariat saying that they were going to take over all of
the land administration and that they wanted all the
documents to be transferred. So, in this backdrop, during
the Budget Debate, when we heard this, we, not only
ourselves, but even the Members of the TNA and all the
Tamil political parties representing those areas,
immediately called for a meeting with the Hon. Chamal
Rajapaksa, who is the relevant Minister concerned and
who, in turn, called the Mahaweli Authority, the
Department of Forest Conservation and all the relevant
departments for a meeting. So, we had a meeting and the
Hon. Minister agreed to suspend that action, that is, the
transfer of all the land administration to the Mahaweli

Authority, pending the appointment of a committee
consisting of all the stakeholders to go into the matter and
come to some sort of agreement because he did not want
unnecessary tensions, considering the grave economic
situation also faced by the people. So, in fairness to the
Hon. Minister, even though he agreed to appoint the
committee, the committee could not eventually be
appointed and did not even meet once because of the
COVID-19 situation in the country, but the land
administration being shifted from the Divisional
Secretary to the Mahaweli Authority was suspended, to
which we are thankful.

Sir, on the 03 of April this year, this month, His
Excellency the President visited the Bogaswewa area in
Nedunkerni in Vavuniya North, which ironically has
another Tamil area that had been colonized as
Kokkachchankulam. That Grama Niladhari Division has
two Tamil villages and a Sinhala village and Bogaswewa
is the Sinhala village. Even though His Excellency the
President went to that GN Division, he did not inform the
people in those two Tamil villages to come and meet him;
only the Sinhala villagers were met. To that meeting,
someone who did not belong to that village came from
Mullaitivu, from an area that the Mahaweli Authority is
trying to usurp, and told the President that the Mahaweli
Authority has not taken over the lands and as a result,
Sinhala people in that area are being colonized by the
Mahaweli Authority, against whom the Divisional
Secretary has actually filed legal action, and that they are
losing the opportunity to get their lands. Then, the
President, without even consulting the administration or
the relevant officials of that area, announced that the
Maheweli Authority should go ahead and take over those
lands. This is completely unacceptable, Sir. I hope that
the Hon. Minister responsible would bring that matter to
the President’s notice. Obviously, the President was not
informed of his elder brother’s decision to suspend that
action, pending that committee’s decision. So, I call upon
the Government to stop this most unjust action. The
President must reconsider his decision and stop any
attempt to transfer the land administration from the
Divisional Secretary to the Mahaweli Authority until this
matter is fully gone into and justice to the people, who
have been long suffering especially during this COVID-
19 pandemic, is finally meted out.

I would like to conclude, Hon. Presiding Member, by
raising this one matter. We are discussing the COVID-19
pandemic; we are talking about what a grave situation it
is. The Government and the Hon. Minister of Health
accept that it is a grave situation which must be brought
under control and the Government says that they are
doing their best. If that is the case, Sir, we need to focus
on some of the steps that this Government has been
taking in Jaffna in the North. For example, when a
religious event organized by a certain Hindu temple in
Jaffna, Nachchimar Kovil, was taking place, the
Government took action to arrest the president and the
secretary of the board of trustees of that Hindu temple
saying that they should not have had that function where
the public gathered because that is how serious the
situation is. Well, if we are to give the benefit of the
doubt, that, in fact, the situation has been that bad and
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therefore, those sorts of events should not have taken
place, then certainly, the National Vesak Festival also
cannot take place. That too has been earmarked to take
place in Nainativu - Nagadeepa. So, I call upon the
Government to stop those events forthwith, considering
the grave situation.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up, Sir.

None of the Tamil Members of Parliament protested
when it was announced that Nainativu will be the place
where the National Vesak Festival would take place. But,
certainly, considering the grave situation, which the
Government itself accepts, faced by the country, it is only
fair that the Government reconsider its decision and takes
steps to stop that festival forthwith. Certainly, under these
circumstances, for the Government to go ahead with that
festival would mean that unnecessary ethnic tensions will
only widen and I hope the Government acts responsibly in
that matter as well.

Thank you, Sir.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, I did not want to disturb the Hon. Member, to
whom I have utmost respect. But, I need to put the record
correct. As the Governor of the Northern Province, I tried
to resolve the same problem regarding land
administration. There are 28 Gazette Notifications issued
on lands, but it was the TNA leaders who, due to their
disunity, could not solve that problem. My dear
Hon. Member, we could have solved that in 2019. I had
invited -
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, there is one more point and allow me to raise it.

I was at that meeting which you mentioned where the
Hon. Minister of Irrigation was present. I spoke to the
Secretary to that Ministry, Mr. Anura Dissanayake, and
that decision still stands - there will be a committee
appointed, there will also be a discussion and after that
discussion only such takeover will take place.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Sir, give me just a few seconds, please.

Well, if he says that, I would like to believe him, but
that is not correct. I ask him to recheck his facts. In fact,
tomorrow, the letter is to be sent and the documents are to
be transferred forthwith. Those are the instructions that
have been given. So, I kindly ask him to meet His
Excellency the President and tell him that the orders of
his own brother, who is the subject Minister and who
called that meeting, are being violated by himself.
Therefore, if you could use your good offices, then that
would be welcome.
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1t being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday,
05th May, 2021.
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