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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP OF HON. RANJAN
RAMANAYAKE, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

@O QIBNBHD O

(oreryLfl@ FUTBTWST Hjsuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to announce the Parliament that after
consideration of the legal opinion and the provisions of
the Constitution, the Secretary-General of Parliament, in
terms of Section 64 (1) of the Parliamentary Elections
Act, No. 1 of 1981, has informed the Chairman of the
Election Commission of a vacancy which occurred in the
Membership of Ninth Parliament due to the fact that the
Hon. A.A. Ranjan Leo Sylvester Ramanayake, Member
of Parliament for the Electoral District of Gampaha,
ceased to be a Member of Parliament in terms of Article
66 (d) of the Constitution.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Highways and

Chief Government Whip)
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(An Hon. Member)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@G DOIBNIDROB, ©; JYIB® B OEn®ied
ewldENd o ®od Sedddwexm Wi Y BOY O
DONEHRO1 Bewded »EO & Dibm 9l8s meg
.. I & & @0B00sTed v ecdned®sinde,
PEHDHOC YoBsed DoROE. god edld OB
mced @8 »yods »i® owi€s’ de ®E. BEDI®
80T Vews’ o devd®d. BB arrears dmx Bwsiesy
BD ® DEOFO 8Ee®TnDO DD Y ®d;
OB OB, RANOTEed Sw el JD o DEFed
. 8 58 g B FOG. & Ben ¢f & o Bwdsy
#BCC g ®mO» O DHOW®B. OG; WOIBNE®DBRD @&z
500 Bewlo mes & and »OEn WOsIes’ B D=
Oty oy & d¥ed DoROW. & DoR® yoosy HCO®
@857, 00 99 WO 88 DEewedin e,

©e55e3®
LD&B)| & % 61T
PETITIONS

DO YBBID CmRo® OWm (830002 gOImBHE)

(oresrLyfl@ LNTaesTar ranTgihis - &HDIVTESSIOD SeHLOFEFT)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Tourism)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(7)) @)erCmev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Tourism:

(@

(b)

©

(d)

Will he inform this House -

(i) the amount of money spent on the
construction of Mattala International
Airport; and

(i) the sources from which such money was
produced?

Will he also inform this House separately, since
the opening of the Mattala International Airport to
date -

(1) the income received; and

(ii) the expenditure incurred on maintenance
activities?

Will he further inform this House -

(1) the number of flights arrived at this airport
from the date of its opening up to now;

(ii) the names of airlines to which those flights
belong;

(iii)  separately, the number of passengers who
travelled across this airport during the said

period; and

(iv) the measures to be taken for further
developing this airport?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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asked the Minister of Public Services, Provincial
Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of Municipal Councils
functioning at present in Sri Lanka;

(i) the names of those Municipal Councils; and

(iii)  out of the aforesaid Municipal Councils, the
names of those which have given the task
of removing garbage to the private sector?

(b)  Will he also inform this House, separately -

(1) the private companies that have undertaken
the removal of garbage in Municipal
Councils; and

(ii) the amounts of money that have been paid
to the aforesaid companies from the year
2015 to date?

(¢)  Will he further inform this House of the steps that
will be taken by the Ministry to get the garbage
collected by the workers of the aforesaid local
authorities?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Youth and Sports:

(@

Is he aware that though 10 years have elapsed by
now since the construction work was commenced
in the year 2010 to develop the public stadium
situated at the centre of Kilinochchi Town to
develop it into an international level stadium, the
aforesaid stadium has not yet been delivered for
the use of the sportspersons in the district?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether this stadium is an international
level stadium; if not, whether it is a district
level stadium;

(ii)) the amount allocated for the construction
work of the stadium;

(iii) the amount spent during the last 10 years,
out of the aforesaid amount;

(iv) the number of contractors that have signed
contracts for the construction work of the
stadium; and

(v) the name of the current contractor who is
undertaking contract activities?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) the extent to which the delay of the
reconstruction work of this stadium has
affected the sports activities of the
sportspersons in the district; and

(ii) the steps taken by the Ministry to develop
the sports activities in the district?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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your Supplementary Questions.
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asked the Minister of Trade:

(a) Will he inform this House separately, pertaining to
each of the years during the period from 2015 to

2019,

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

(b)  Will

the quantity of milk powder imported into
Sri Lanka;

the amount of money that had been incurred
on that;

the countries from which the milk powder
was imported; and

the companies which imported the milk
powder?

he also inform this House of the total

expenditure on importing milk powder into Sri
Lanka during the period concerned?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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2016 o8sed cl8wc 33,635,372,737
2017 obsed c8eE 44,881,389,429
2018 obwed cil8wE 50,290,341,767
2019 obsed c8wE 52,359,695,636
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asked the Minister of Transport:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a census has been conducted on
the individuals who reside in the road
reservation on both sides of the Kelani
Valley Railway;

(i)  if so, the number of family units residing
there;

(iii) whether there is a plan to remove the
aforesaid families from the road reservation
and to settle them in some other place;
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(iv) if so, the area in which they will be settled;
and

(v) the amount of money that will be spent for
this purpose?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(a)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(i) the date of establishment of the Paddy
Marketing Board;

(if) the objectives of establishing that institute;

(iii) the quantity of paddy that has been
purchased by the Paddy Marketing Board in
each season from year 2015 to date; and

(iv) the steps that will be taken by the Ministry
to strengthen the Paddy Marketing Board in
order to prevent the traders in the private
sector from purchasing paddy from farmers
at lower prices?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Services, Provincial
Councils and Local Government:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) the areas that came under the earlier Town
Councils of Aluthgama and Dharga Town
frequently underwent flooding as they are
located below sea level;
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(i) a project to construct a surface drainage
system was commenced in 1993 owing to
the said situation with aid provided by the
Asian Development Bank with the aim of
preventing the suffering caused to the
people living in those areas and the
damages caused to their property; and

(iii) even though phase one of this project was
implemented covering Aluthgama, the
people in those areas still undergo suffering
as phase two has not been implemented up
to now?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether action will be taken to implement
phase two of the said project;

(ii)  if so, the arrangement in place for that; and

(iii)  the date by which the said arrangement will
be put into action?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa - Minister of Irrigation, State

Minister of National Security and Disaster Management

and State Minister of Home Affairs)
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@6 88 0y®cies Owmo
(oressrLil@ Fedlg LNIGTigTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(orevsryLll@ SCesraiy @ 6mreouigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

We can suspend for lunch. - [Interruption.]

@6 88 0y®cies Owmo
(oressrLil@ Fedlg LNGTigTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

@¢ 0@ @DRInBBI? [@add BBO]

B0 OIBNBHD S

(oredrLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! @® gdeENHed? ©c Bewdds mcm

8B BER® YRowmrwd BBeemmd &B.

S BT DeFEIS Bw®® w0

(omessrL L@ HEOl6IT LIGHTLTT $3wibam)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO @%sIedOsT yrrsTg Owmo

(omessrL0l@ BggmedTevL_6dT LIT6dTTHI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

There is no point of Order.- [Interruption.] Adjournment
move mo» eded emwew: point of Order Hedxsest? -
[Interruption.]

FNDGO DT WIINGDY Gowmewsy 9O» HowsY,
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8652390389 Ses.

QYSATLIDS, TG  FLTBTUIST  YUTHOT — YbBTTF6S
Slooflssrny — ysVGey,  Gapssellear  LITBlG  GallFremri  yeuiseir
[omrevsrLiflgy oymIsgsIT B)ITIBTST] HEWVDLD UBIGHTT 56N,

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wrsBn®)

(wrewsryll@ Gusseaflsr Lrdld sallgFreri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, may speak now. You have
12 minutes.

o6 VLR BBy FE @wmo

(omevorLyLfl@ sva6gLosiT &liflsTev6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

©0T Bewdds 0w 8wsBn®B, wwn 93¢ HyWISw®

88a¢c mBYed D80 @ D end Bedmbdae, BNEE
B3 OO AIN®easT O OBE.

B Bends w0 8®inBn®)

(orenrfl@ @ whsellsr rds sallsreri oeuiasesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I think the Hon. Speaker will work on that and get
back to you.

©6 eBEOs BBadE dwmo

(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeiT &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

But, Sir, we have the right to know about that.

® Bewdss 0% e3wresBn®r

(orevsryfl@ Gussefler Lrdls sallareri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I think the Hon. Speaker has already informed about
that. Please start your speech, Hon. Kiriella.
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©G eBERs BBy S @vmo

(orerLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We have the right to know about that; we cannot be
kept in suspense. [Interruption.]

@067 (§9D28w) w&» ¢ 8FDr Owmo

(oranryfl@ (sevrBlg) aniay & Asveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

We should know what we are taking up tomorrow.

®6 Berds 202 eswrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallgFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am sorry, I am not in a position to answer this. As
you have already taken it up with the Hon. Speaker, he
will get back to you. Please continue with your speech,
Hon. Member.

@G 8385 eg®cies Owmo
(orevsrLll@ Fedlg LNIGTGTer)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

298 8Secdcs.
STUPBSTTT.
rose.

®OG; Bendess 0% 80IsB®)

(wreryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition?

@6 88 0y®cies Owmo

(oressryLil@ Fedlg LNIGTigTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, it is incumbent
upon the Hon. Speaker to announce to Parliament the
Business scheduled for tomorrow and the day after. -
[Interruption.]

B Bewnds 0% 89IsB®)

(orenryfl@ @wssallsr Nrdlg sailFreri i)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, would you please speak? -
[Interruption.]

@G 8385 0@ Owmo

(oreryflg #2dls LIGrwHTE)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

You are not in a position to say what is scheduled for
tomorrow. - [Interruption.] Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees, it is incumbent upon the Chair to announce
the order and the substance of Business for tomorrow and
the day after. You cannot just say that you do not know.
You cannot be ignorant.

®G; Bewndss 0% 89IsB®)

(orenryfl@ @whsaflsr Nrdg saillFreri o)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Speaker has been informed of this.

©0 88 @@ Owmo

(orenryflg #edls LNIGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

You can announce the scheduled Business for
tomorrow morning and then commence today’s Business.

S Bewdess 0% 8wIsBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have already discussed this matter with the Hon.
Speaker and he has given a -

@S 8385 eyd®cies Owmo

(revwsryLll@ Fedlg LNIGTgT6N)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

The Hon. Speaker agreed yesterday at the Party
Leaders’ Meeting that he would make an Announcement
this morning.

S Bendess 0% 8®isBn®)

(orenryfl@ G whssallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Speaker will get back to you on this
matter. Thank you very much.

@G 838 0@ Owmo

(oreryflg #2dls LN1GrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

So, are we to assume that the Debate on the Report of
the Presidential Commission of Inquiry on Political
Victimization will take place tomorrow?

®©6 Bewdss 02 e3wresBn®r

(orevsryfl@ Gussefler Lrdls sallareri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, you have 12 minutes. -
[Interruption.]

@S 838 egd®cies Owmo

(revwsryll@ Fedlg LNIGTgT6N)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Why are you cutting me off? I am sorry, but you
should know the conventions and customs, Sir. When 1
am on my feet, you should not switch off the mike. -
[Interruption.]

@O (§2Da8w) v ¢ 8D Owmo

(wreryflE (soTEd) apias & fAsoveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

He is the Leader of the Opposition. Give him the
mike. - [Interruption.]

S Bendess 0% 8wInBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsreri ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, you have 12 minutes.

©0 88 0@ Owmo

(orenryflg #2dls LIGrwgTer)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Secretary-General, why do you not advise the Chair?
How can we go on without knowing tomorrow's
Business?- [Interruption.] How can we go on without
knowing tomorrow's Business?
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O H>ET DeBDIC Bw®® Dwmo
(LomevorLyLll@ BeS6IT LISWSTL T g2 wam)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
e o®er oG ®? [0 BIO]

®6 Berdss 202 eswrsBn®r

(orevsr i@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallareri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, if you do not speak, I will
move on to the next speaker. - [Interruption.]

O H>E>T DS Bw®® Dwmo

(LomevorLyLll@ BeS6IT LISHSTL T g2 wam)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
Sir, Irise to a point of Order.

B Bewnds 0% 80IsB®)

(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg sailFreri o)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is the point of Order, Hon. Member?

®S; BT €S Bw®®» Do

(LomevsTLLA@ BEOl6ST LIGRTL T $QwioauD)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

®0; Berdss »0m ©wsBn®B, @dds Bewdo 13
wOer wewsd Omd, "EEe®xn DR®OEn" 8EIcH.
000 Bud®n »Ogen gs evwd cod g»eom »3 wrlexsy
oy 053, s I» »EBT ¢ 0¥ B

®OG; Bowndess 2007 80IsBD®)

(wreryfl@ @wssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, this matter has already been discussed
with the Hon. Speaker and he will get back to you on
that. Thank you. - [Interruption.]

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, please. - [Pause] Then, I
will call upon the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris to start the
Adjournment Debate. You have 20 minutes.
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FINAL REPORT OF COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO
INVESTIGATE AND INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT OR TAKE

NECESSARY ACTION ON THE BOMB ATTACKS ON 21ST
APRIL, 2019
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®6 Berdss 202 eswrsBn®r

(e i@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallaFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.30 p.m.
for lunch.

dedd® 3O epnmEd 0O g H9QO» &Y, &.ta.
1.300 302 80502 @&

gy, ywisy o 1.30 wesllaswr QoL plnygsiii G
LETBNG GBI BI1%)D)Y.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed.
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(wreryfl@ @ wssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojsuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris. You have 15 minutes
left.
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(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you have only two more minutes.

@S (B8 w) 8.9F. 83ed @wmo
(revsryfl@ (Currdiflwir) &f.etev. LFMerw)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Sir, can I have five more minutes?
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(wreryflg @wssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojsuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)
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(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg saillFreri euider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella. You
have seven minutes.

[a.v0. 1.44]
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Sir, 1 propose that the Hon.
Gunawardene do now take the Chair.

(Mrs.) Kokila
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) KOKILA GUNAWARDENE took
the Chair.
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Madam, just give me one minute more and I will
finish.
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Just give me one minute more.
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O BrerBBRB5T CrtsyyTBOBT Gres@rhlm® dwmo
(omevsr L@ FrevTdalwet rregy S rest @)rTEFLTeantldheib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Madam Presiding Member, on the Final Report of the
Presidential Commission of Inquiry into the Easter
Sunday Attacks, I would like to say a few words because
all T have seen over the last ten days is, different people
accusing each other of who is responsible for the attacks.
But, I did not hear anyone proposing anything as to how
we could avoid such a situation in the future. So, as a
young Member of Parliament, I would like to say a few
things about what I have observed and about the things
which had happened in the history so that we can avoid a
situation like this, where innocent lives were lost,

happening ever again. It is really important that we
ensure that it does not reoccur since the war has ended in
Sri Lanka and one of the most important pillars in
transitional justice is also to ensure that it does not
reoccur; non-recurrence is important. So, first it is very
important that we understand some incidents which had
happened in the history.
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the real culprits are. The Hon. Minister of Justice is present
here. Find out who the real culprits are and give them the
necessary punishment. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry.
You have ten minutes.
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“As I walked out the door towards the gate that would lead to my
freedom, I knew if I didn't leave my bitterness and hatred behind, I'd
still be in prison.”
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry)

©0 10 FOCEB EDEWOH e¢EIm. & PBOBS WSO
3D®5T OB, YRowsN01® ©®O O EnSwA.

It states, I quote:

“During my political career I have discovered that in all
communities, African, coloured, Indian and white, and in all political
organizations without exceptions, there are good men and women who
fervently wish to go on with their lives, who yearn for peace and
stability, who want a decent income, good houses and to send
their children to the best schools, who respect and want to maintain the
social fabric of society.

Good leaders fully appreciate that the removal of tensions in
society, of whatever nature, puts creative thinkers on centre stage by
creating an ideal environment for men and women of vision to influence
society. Extremists, on the other hand, thrive on tension and mutual
suspicion. Clear thinking and good planning was never their weapon.”
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Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff
Hakeem. You have 30 minutes.

@G 655 v RO Bwmo

(el poyLi amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

No, I have been given 40 minutes, Madam.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, you had 40 minutes, but it has now been reduced
to 30 minutes.
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.. it is immaterial whether Deep State Secrets are
shared with the public or not. But, as a necessary course,
justice for victims - in an acceptable degree, in a dignified
manner, with established accountability -  has to come
into play."
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e Dend8IxsT BwedIHO®. 000 EOE® BweEo
938 cOmews cOm Ty, “The Bourne Identity” B
D0 N0 BEACO OO »Or Dlmned 00on®
Bw1005D0:

“... the story of Jason Bourne, a State-designed, State-
programmed, superman - the product of elite security -
who breaks free from his scripted role and runs free.
Having snapped, he engages in a chain of actions
seemingly destructive to the state’s cause.”
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Bnudw D1ed® dnudwus nOB, sywdied o e
»HCEs B8EacO g Bpwdw. "Naufer Moulavi is the
mastermind behind the Easter attack" Bwee aged oo
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R B0 VLY WOTHO, 0® Oy oligwmwd; OO
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BleudmC ¢@imun® O e@IgmO WGP OB BB &5y
Boens mOE @Dwimd. dn® Bws mD gBde DBHEmO
7O Ddww @oesedesd WD KBRS, B0 WEMS O® OB
e Beows mEr. OB g WO, Jew ¢dod dw
@eEnd HoO®D. S 0@mm O @® HOOmOS
Beadmdl, 0® Spnuded ym BEem, w-dmdans, BO
cOm® ¥® ecar mog 0@ »HYns OYERD Bws By
B 0 im0 8 0d¢ 005w, gI¥mHO® o®
N0 Dend® DD YOO, 0® mpnsm B O
DYDY YOO, Hm BIODs WYY @DBID YOO, wHILD
505 5O v g0 ecomn 8w 88 mewewn O B8c @b
& Ded® wwmwm BEL D» ®idh @ndicws’ edc. &
a0 Blwemw mYe Bem I8 ydme. Bdseme
8y @LLBBERB @¢WIECBREY BgedEr BedmDiw Bwm
0w 0@ gm 1E@ED ¥ gl ¢BOTID HYOOTT.
& o8 99 Bustm westeny.

Page 93 of the Commission Report states, I quote:

“From around the end of 2017, Zaharan was in contact with one
Abu Hind who was in India. Naufer also knew and communicated with
Abu Hind. Zaharan told Hadiya that Abu Hind has links to Syria. They
used to speak in Tamil using threema and telegram apps.”

Now, I must talk about this Hadiya also. ecd8ewsy 943
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DGR O O ©8ewsy WO BB, ¢z andiecwsy
eDE 95i® '©d) ernewrs 'yeEBB Bom B Be
BEACO onews mIOE ®ews’ edmdi. o®8 89 gom
2238 wewnst D gamdwd, Hadiya says that she heard Sara
when that bombing took place in Saindamarudu;
©0B57cO01n yodned 00 8830 edmemO wdhed
DOV 8wd e O Bwuwmds. & Ded® &8s ¢
0SB0 8 ecocemny Bar Bedmd, ® 8I8ews?
swer @0 95Iewdd 8 WB® ¢ Bwr. Sev®
Bod O® madon 8D ewawr 05N B0 000 .

Sedversi® o® 8dBed Bdwigme ©v LB
emed 80 8¢ 8 Bed¢ Bwr ewiws Bews, eud eeds
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015 ¢, ISIS we8mdw ©cendln c¥seme @dEs
Bame e D8Am® Pew. OO wdmw FBON giedt)
BBows euder ¢®8s5y, dme gdowlnws OCGE ®IBT,
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"On 10™ October, 2018, Zaharan issued a letter on his facebook
account claiming that a person called Pakkam Bin Abu who
maintains a facebook account by that name is in reality an informant
of the Indian intelligence although he publishes material justifying
the IS ideology.”

It further states, I quote:

“In response Pakkam Bin Abu has on 11" October, 2018
claimed that Zaharan was an agent of Israel intelligence and that
although he tries to project himself as a hero by attracting youth
towards the IS ideology, he is in fact equal to a lady.”

This is what is mentioned here. These are all referred to
in the Report. These matters have been overlooked by these
people, these forces. @® »®8 wiwhen vdn. @® BYwes
E@psc gdad 0D 83wieed Buwnm wmwes On eOmd.
& S0 050008, vvds’ nOTed sy OBm BT
O @G 008 80 00de & w® m»O® ¥YsT IF®
@000 B85 Bedmdn. & BEICD wwdhmted &8¢ wilwo
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e ens’ y@m »omds, “Is your source a wiretap?”
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Ceade, 0d®m o008endsl IO ©wOeeds’ @
ORI ¢ B gumr. Omemd Bwsies’, “No, it is a
live source” Bwe. & BusTes?, @® »EEws ne 83> source
OB, EOnsY end 83 ywdweBsY - live source ORI -
D08, 88 0® em0nc; G et BwE 9 S EED
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8Ede owiwr NBOO gowmewwns Poed ¢B?7 e gvd
500 yeIdEmon.
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G 880 8D emdns oo e®® Dibmed 136 018
8900 9 O mdeme wderd Beam, “In addition to the
above, training camps had been held at Al Zuhriya Arabic
School at Karthivu, Vanathavilluwa from early 2015 to
2019” Bweo.
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o S BEAE wod8 200 & o ¢sivn 6o 8Osy
anon oo & gy eSO ¢y »ISw B8EAe, "Zaharan,
Ilham Ahamed, Pulasthini Mahendran aka Sara Jasmin,
Fathima Jiffrey (wife of Ilham Ahamed who blasted at the
Dematagoda residence), Naufer, Rilwan and others had
taken part" BweEo ©® Do850ed Baes BedmHDr. @® 16 005
8w . Qewdny 9288edy & mEd ¢S ©sIO
gRefO0® WO Y dewsy onn & »OCHHO
Bwensy Bhd BEYEE OB efwm awedn ¢l eddcsn
WO e, Y WOy OWO O5¢ e@mxate? Election
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@B DO g SHEED edHD. 0® BT wwr DIbmmed
136 18 890D 9 OB mdens wden anes mS Beadmda,
"In addition to the above..." Bweo.

It is definitely an interpolation not related to any other
training camps that have been conducted by Zaharan. I
must say very clearly that Zaharan’s training camps and
all the incidents connected to this had been properly
examined and had been included in this Report.

But, the Report also goes on to deal with other issues
which have serious implications, particularly to individuals.
Prof. Lukman Thalib Bwee emesysd BEReD wews! 0.
Y @O 68OIFTVB BuEr Bwuwmrdr. Y »Oed BBewds
@bvessl gmaws WO Bedmd, “..declined the
allegations made against him and his son as baseless,
scandalous and defamatory”. The statement added, ‘“Prof.
Thalib and his son have no relation with violence or terror
groups or with any other plots that have taken place. Our
client's fundamental rights, reputation and honour have been
violated and his safety has been placed at risk”. @82 ®
BBl o@gmciedd, By 0@gmoedd owImensy @853
DOBIO §O®rn 688 WO@n WO®D. e®mxmle, @® Prof.
Lukman Thalib »d@s Bedziesi? He was acting against the
blockade of Gaza. His son and grandchildren, his family,
were partaking in MV Mavi Marmara invasion in to Gaza
Strip. Therefore, the Israelis want to somehow frame him.
That is why this has happened. They have been bringing that
into this issue and of course, they might try to connect up
various other details also.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I must also refer to the
naming of Islamic scholars as extremists, which is a very
baseless, unnecessary exercise by this Commission. An
article by Mr. M.M. Zuhair, former Member of
Parliament and President’s Counsel, and a few others in
the "DailyFT” of 5™ April, 2021 states, I quote:

“The Commission on Easter Sunday attacks has named a
number of Islamic scholars of international repute as ‘extremist
preachers’ and ‘extremists’. The Commission has failed to define
extremism or to provide in its report a single instance of
‘extremism’.....”

Further, it states,

“The Commission has failed to quote from the writings of the
scholars themselves or from any of their original works. .......... the
Commission has relied on hearsay and third party anti-Islamic
sources, some of whom are proxies of the US and NATO countries,
at war with Islam since 1990. ................. the Commission’s edict
on Islamic scholars, most of whom are no longer living, is not
acceptable because they are judgmental without any reasonable
evidence. These scholars have nothing to do with the 21/4 attacks.”

Similarly, there is an attempt to frame Hajjul Akbar.
He is an Ameer of the Jamaat-e-Islami Movement here.
Now, they are trying to proscribe that entire Movement. 1
see no reason to do that. But, they are trying to frame him
as if he was preaching extremism because there are
several schools of thought in Islam. Moulana Abul A'la
Maududi, who was the main architect of the Jamaat-e-
Islami Movement, is a scholar of repute and has also
interpreted Islam as a religion which is very tolerant and
peace-loving, and there are several ideologies like this.
Moulana Abul A’la Maududi is one. Then, Yusuf Al-
Quradawi is another. He is also one of the foremost
thinkers of the current era. All these people are being
blamed and labelled as extremists. Particularly, Yusuf Al-
Quradawi is a big problem for Israel because he had, at
one time, justified suicide terrorism against Israel. What
he said was this. If a Palestinian resorts to attack by
suicide because of the atrocities in the occupied territories
of Palestine, he justified it. Then, you look at the Sri
Lankan scenario.

O ‘wuem ddw)’ Buc omem a8 vwesn OB mo.
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OCC ®mEr. Beuv® WS O¢ VY T3S ywasw DreBYDo.
& 80D, wuE® ¥8&Hh ddewn Hew. & Ded, nOsTed O
ERHNBO wewr dv mE MBB BOD Bewd, & o ed»
ecws 99 BOeD mwr. vied o @ Guuedesd WD
oo, D80 ICEDHOE oW ‘grinhd B{ons’’
B 0@ gw HEsIDd® 01 O® B»BIDY eD» 0.

& oo 00008, e® ywmde B8Eac WS Beam
BdeCe®mdEe cn8dmdl, ywIdwwsy BHs ecom god
B goaw B85 YonE »O Bedm 0. OBx ocnsy
ety O 0® Dibmed 9m® 8 EED wewsl e,
Oomen HO8, gD eCAHEd ©@He¥IOD Bwik. Y
2019 @eygcE 26 0B w@wBsIc@oindce 8ghen ©®hevm
®e0n 8d3ed? Bw Bwo. So, he was part of the military
intelligence. There is one other person in custody who had
been training people in all these training camps. »&¢, 9O
88 gnmd ¢slesl? wwin ©2ewIdd gvde BCEwWisY; &

glocws gm0 a8 gled 9Bim ewmem. Y O
Bemds ®, around 2006, Milhan made contacts with Razik
Mohamed Faiz aka "Police Faiz" who was, at that time,
working as an intelligence agent of the Sri Lanka Army in
the fight against the LTTE. During that period, Muslim
youth were being recruited as intelligence agents due to their
proficiency in Tamil. Thereafter, Milhan worked with
"Police Faiz" as an intelligence agent of the Sri Lanka Army
and this is the very person whom Zaharan used to give
weapons training in these training camps.
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State Involvement Bwsy O B8ERED. »O evimn v ©©
c@mm»e BO ¢nd. d, "Sri Lanka's Easter Tragedy: When
the Deep State Gets Out of Its Depth" written by Rajan
Hoole." 0®ms 88 ©dybemowns’ Bwdr Bedzds. This
book deals with some of the very important aspects of this
Easter Sunday Attack and goes to show how our intelligence
services had been dealing with this issue. There has been
some rogue cells that have been operating and that is why
we say o®er gumeeme, B0 Omw ©ww BEscme
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Gowonaid 0o ©5I8n8ws, "The Sunday Times" of
14th March, 2021 states, I quote:.

" Easter attacks: AG wants probe widened

There he says, 'Accordingly, the AG has informed Inspector
General (IGP) C.D. Wickramaratne to expand criminal
investigations into Abu Hind, Ahamed Thalib Lukman Thalib, his
son Lukman Thalib Ahamed aka ‘Abu Abdulla,” Rimsan and

19

Mahendran Pulasthini alias ‘Sara'.

So, all these things are being looked into. But in the
meantime, the Hon. Minister of Public Security has already
found the "Maha Molakaru”. ¢z3 ©» e®igmo DG
B Becw 90d8. »@, & mpywm & 8I8ed 8o
COmwo 808, BEwemws, egdsPeames me gw 8Om0
B35 Bws 95 OO 5880 Busim dvx.
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0057, o® BEac BB SdeCvmunm me 9¥nd.
There must be a forensic examination of what had been
revealed in the Report rather than to look for scapegoats.
That is what is lacking here. I am not dismissing the
entire Report. There are very good things in the Report;
there is a very deep analysis of various matters. [ have my
respect for these Commissioners. I appeared before them.
There was an attempt to even frame me in some way or
the other. So, finally, when you look at the Report, you
see that there are so many positive things. But, of course,
there are certain arecas where they have just misguided
themselves on hearsay evidence. That should be avoided.
That is important. I need to mention that because hearsay
evidence is something that needs to be avoided in the
matters of this nature because it is unfortunate. goocm
e038 - hearsay evidence - amd8 e85y ©wwid ©®HS
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Imran Maharoof. You have three
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Susil Premajayantha - State Minister of Education

Reforms, Open Universities and Distance Learning
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Madam, I propose that the Hon. Wasantha

Yapabandara do now take the Chair.
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Seconded.
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) KOKILA GUNAWARDENE left the
Chair and THE HON. WASANTHA YAP ABANDARA took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Susil Premajayantha.
You have 14 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Chamara Sampath
Dasanayake. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen. You
have 20 minutes.

[3.56 p.m.]

@S Be30d P82 Oz
(mressryfl@ Plewmi Ligluydssr)
(The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, we are living in an era of
dilemma, unspeakable horrors and an era where
extremism has rendered us all hostages; this is an era of
extreme confusion. We have looked to our allies for
peace and some amongst them have looked back at us as
villains instead of victims of a global conspiracy. Our
allies in peace have forgotten that we stood with them
even in the face of adversity.

Sir, I wish to table* this book titled "The Muslims of
Sri Lanka; One Thousand Years of Ethnic Harmony, 900
-1915" by Dr. Lorna Dewaraja first published in 1994,

This book outlines over 1,000 years of peaceful
coexistence of ours. Our ancestors came here as traders.
The Commission of Inquiry to Investigate and Inquire
into and Report or Take Necessary Action on the Bomb
Attacks on 21% April, 2019 states that the first traders
came here in about the 7th Century AD and this book
also establishes the mutually beneficial relationship that
the Muslims shared with the Sinhala community of Sri
Lanka, which laid the foundation for racial and religious
amity. The Muslim traders brought enormous assets and
the Sinhala monarchs of the time offered protection and
permitted them to settle. Since then, we have remained in
amity and sought to make our investments here in Sri
Lanka.

* gedmmed mds gr».
* BITSD BlsweVIIG D 60625 BLILIL (BETON).
* Placed in the Library.
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This is our motherland. Our assets and finances
remain in Sri Lanka. We did not plunder this country like
the Dutch, the Portuguese and the British. The Sinhalese,
the Tamils and the Christians are our brothers in our quest
to serve our Mother Lanka and nobody can or should take
that right away from us. When the Muslims were
demanded to support the LTTE or else be evicted from
the North, we, the Muslims of Sri Lanka, chose to lose
our homes and our belongings to be loyal to our
motherland. We gave up our assets and our livelihoods to
live as refugees. I was also one of those evicted by the
LTTE. We earned the wrath of the LTTE because we
chose our motherland over our own lives.

We have lived with you and among you as one of you.
We have loved each other, protected each other, shared in
the spoils of the war and celebrated our victory over
separatism. We, the Muslims, never asked to be regarded
separately. We only asked to be given the right to live as
Sri Lankans and as Muslims.

I must admit that there were extremist elements who
exploited the name of Islam and caused turmoil. The
terrorists behind the Easter Sunday attacks are not
Muslims. They are terrorists who hijacked the name of
Islam for their own sinister agendas. I am not here to
defend them. I cannot and will not defend or support any
terrorist even if my life is on the line. I am here to tell you
that we, the Muslim community, will stand with you
today and forever against any and all forms of terrorism
and violent extremism.

Today is the fifth day of the Adjournment Debate on
the Final Report of the Commission of Inquiry to
Investigate and Inquire into and Report or Take
Necessary Action on the Bomb Attacks on 21% April,
2019. The Parliamentary Select Committee appointed by
the then Speaker and the Presidential Commission of
Inquiry appointed by the then President have both
exonerated me from all of the crass allegations falsely
linking me with those terrorists. Ever since the Easter
Sunday attacks, the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa has been
making controversial statements at my expense. He said
that I was in contact with Zahran even when there is no
evidence. My brother or I had never known or met Zahran
in our lives. He made this statement in a programme
named "Islam Anthavaadaya - Paasku Komisamen
Obbata" in February this year.

[Boesmed ges 888 9O wom BE.]
[y &Blrraens s L swerLiy yEmmLILIL BoTendy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

entire speech during the programme provoked both the
Muslim and Sinhala youths.

[Bresmed g 888 9o wom G&.]

[y &Blrraens s L swerLiy yEmmLILIL BoTendy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

incited racism and religious bigotry.

I asked the CID to inquire into that programme. I have
formally submitted a complaint, but nothing has happened
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so far. The Presidential Commission does not mention
anything as such. So, that is what has to be stopped.

In page 331, the Commission Report states, I quote:

"Reciprocal radicalization is the cycle of radicalization which
promotes each other's radicalized ideologies."

Sir, I would say that if the Government can keep their
own Representatives like the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa in
check and prevent them from inciting racism, the de-
radicalization programme will be half-completed.

He even made allegations against a renowned
Government entity, claiming that Sathosa vehicles have
been used to transport Zahran, which is now proven to be
just words to mislead the public for his political motives.
I am challenging him as a Minister in the current
Government to prove those allegations he made with
facts and figures.

The Report only refers to me in respect of two
allegations. One is regarding the sale of scrap metal from
the IDB, which was under my Ministry at that time, to
Colossus (Pvt.) Ltd. Here too, the Commission has not
made any findings but states that that is a matter to be
taken up by the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption. I plan to visit that Commission
tomorrow, Insha Allah, and ask them to inquire into this
immediately because I want to prove without doubt that I
have no involvement with these terrorists.

Secondly, the Report of the Commission of Inquiry
has referred to a call I made to the then Army
Commander General Mahesh Senanayake. That call was
only to inquire whether Thsan Moinudeen was in custody
of the law enforcement authorities. His father, who is a
Special Grade - Class I - SLAS officer and an Additional
Secretary to a Ministry, is known to me and he called me
as a concerned parent. He not only called me, but also
wrote to the then President and the media about the
abduction of his son. First, I called the OIC of the
Dehiwala Police and then, SSP Wickremasinghe of the
Dehiwala Division, who responded saying that
Moinudeen had not been arrested by the police and
suggested me to check with the Army.

Then, I called General Mahesh Senanayake to make
inquiries about that person and he said he was not aware
of him and that he would try to find out. I called him for
the second time to find out if progress was made and
again, he said he could not check that yet. When I called
him for the third time, he told me that Thsan was in their
custody and that was the end of it. For the information of
this House, I table* the affidavit with all relevant
documents and evidence which I had submitted to the
Commission.

* gedmamced md g,
* preD pleneviSSle0 ewaudsLiL Blairsns).
* Placed in the Library.
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People seem to perceive this phone call to the then
Army Commander very negatively. I ask them, what is
wrong in what I did? It is the right of every citizen in this
country to make inquiries from the law enforcement
authorities in this country. I am an elected Representative;
I am a Representative of the people and it is my
obligation to make inquiries in these times on behalf of
them.

Sir, the Commission Report, in page 395, also makes
reference to a call made by State Minister Hon. Dayasiri
Jayasekara.

He intervened on behalf of six people who were
arrested by the Bingiriya Police and brought to the
Hettipola Police Station. He even got permission from the
DIG, Kurunegala to have them released on police bail and
transported them in his vehicle. Those were people
arrested for torching and destroying the Muslim-owned
shops and Muslim places of worship. They attacked
innocent Muslims. This is in the Commission Report. But,
no action against him has been recommended by the
Commission. Why? I wish to clearly mention that such
people are also extremists.

But, what did I do? I made legitimate inquiries about
the whereabouts of a missing person, whose father was
serving the State in a high position. Over 2,000 Muslims
were arrested over the Easter Sunday attacks. But, he was
the only person regarding whom I made inquiries. Why?
It was because he was kidnapped. Therefore, making
inquiries about a missing person is a legitimate right that
any citizen is entitled to exercise.

The fake news media say that I was trying to influence
the then Army Commander. I am tabling® here the video
clip and other evidence of the testimony of retired
General Mahesh Senanayake, where he admits that I
never influenced.

That is a preposterous allegation. Have some
humanity. I ask the parents who are listening, how would
you feel if your child was kidnapped? Imagine the plight
of the father of that child. Would you not have acted in
the same manner? I just made inquiries about him and the
media went into a frenzy. But here, in the case of the

[Seoemed g 888 9o oz GE.]
[y sBlrrFens s 1_swertiy yEmmLILL (BaTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

an elected Representative against whom I have nothing
personal, he was not just making inquiries, but also
intervening on behalf of criminals of non-bailable
offences, securing sureties and securing their release.
From this, we can learn that justice was not meted out
evenly. I wish to ask all concerned parties, why was

* Sfowd 80w 988 @20 GE.
PABILIT FLOF LIS LILIL_a)flsDsmsy.
Video clip not tendered.

greater weight placed on my call to the then Army
Commander over and above the actions of the

[8cosmed g 888 9O wom .
[y gBlrrFars HiL 1_swarLiig ysEmmLLIL Bareng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Is it because I am a Muslim? If so, is it not
discrimination?

The Report also identifies that several Local
Government Members were instigating violence. The
Report points out that the police did nothing to stop those
mobs. Apparently, they did not have the strength. Those
attacks were anticipated. Curfew was in motion. It is the
duty of the law enforcement authorities to enforce the
law. They were aware of the situation and did not
reinforce security in the areas. They allowed the mobs to
create unrest at will. This was willfully executed against a
religious minority in this country. However, not enough
action has been taken till now. If my call to the then
Army Commander had received such prominence, why
are such strong matters just limited to a few paragraphs in
the Report, I must ask.

The Report reveals several incidents of post-Easter
Sunday violence. There were 78 incidents in Minuwangoda,
37 incidents in Kuliyapitiya, 200 incidents in Hettipola, nine
incidents in Chilaw, 47 incidents in Koswatta, 67 incidents
in Nikaweratiya, 55 incidents in Negombo and many more
incidents against the Muslims. Sir, if you look at the
involvement of some of these Local Government Members
and the non-involvement of the law enforcement authorities,
it definitely seems like State-sponsored oppression against
minorities. Fouzul Ameer Mohamed Sally of Kottramulla, a
poor man, lost his life in front of these criminals, these
extremists and in front of his children. In any other country,
this would be reported as genocide and all the inflammatory
speeches would be branded as “incitement to genocide”
under the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide. I wish to table* the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
before this House.

The State has allowed the killing of Muslims; the
State has allowed bodily harm to Muslims; the State has
now begun imposing conditions that threaten the physical
destruction of Muslims. This is genocide under Article 2
of the Convention. Do not forget that we are now a party
to the Rome Statue and we are accountable for our
actions and omissions.

In view of these incidents, I must once again extend
my sincerest gratitude to His Eminence Cardinal Malcom
Ranjith. In the wake of an outbreak of post-Easter Sunday
violence, he effectively managed to limit the damage. His
actions were exemplary of the virtues of the faith of the
Catholics.

* getmmced md gy,
* mreD BlewsviSSlsD eneuddsLiiL Blerengy.
* Placed in the Library.
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Then, I would like to make reference to certain points
made in the Report. In page 145, the Report states that 17
video recordings were made by Zahran and his group. In
those videos, he gives 10 reasons why Sri Lanka was
chosen for the attack. I call upon all Hon. Members of the
House to pay full attention to some of those following
points:

1.  Defaming and insulting Allah.

2. An incident in Kuliyapitiya where an image of a
pig was shown with "Allah" written on it.
3. Ven. Galagoda Aththe Gnanasara Thero

insinuating that Allah will be reborn.

4. Scolding and defaming Prophet Muhammad,
Sallallahu Alaihiwasallam.

Tearing and burning of the Quran.
6. Destruction of mosques.

Destroying Muslim houses and forcible land
grabs.

8. Rape of a Muslim woman by intelligence officials
and its cover-up.

So, I would like to ask, who is to take responsibility
for those actions? Is it the Muslims or the State? Incidents
that had never happened in thousand years have happened
in 10 years soon after the end of the LTTE war. It is not
the Muslims, but certain extremist elements that provoked
the sentiments of the Muslims and more importantly, the
Governments allowed those elements to operate freely.
His Eminence Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith addressed the
people in Kottampitiya and publicly stated that it was not
the Muslim community who was at fault. He identifies
that an external hand was involved. I also feel the same.
Therefore, I urge the authorities to identify and bring to
book this external hand regardless of its religion, stature
or political position.

Sir, we must understand that such extremists gain
power at the expense of our failures to protect our people.
When people are dejected by the fact that their
Government is not interested in protecting them, they are
likely to develop animosity and anger towards the
Government. They are likely to join hands with people
who are ready to oppose the Government at any cost
because they lose hope that the Government would
protect them. This is the normal reaction of any human
being. We do not, however, justify any form of violence.
If you antagonize repeatedly an entire community for the
crimes of a few, you will note their lack of willingness to
stand by you. Eventually, they will get more and more
radicalized and stand against you. It is not that we have
not seen this before, but we have not learned from those
mistakes.

Look at the history of the ethnic conflict with the
LTTE. The 1956 "Sinhala Only Act” was instrumental in
creating anger among the Tamils. Further actions
including the burning of the Jaffna Library triggered their
emotions and then, the war had become inevitable. The
controversial Prevention of Terrorism Act was used more
often ruthlessly. It was brought as a temporary Act. The

then Government thought that armed with the PTA, they
could finish off opposition in two years. But, what
happened? The abuse of the PTA and other oppressive
tactics dragged the war for 30 years. But, the problems
that led to the war still remain unresolved. The UNHRC
has demanded the repeal of the PTA. The Government
should not repeat the same mistakes now against the
Muslims. Thereafter, you will anger the Muslim countries
that stood with us in our adversities. If we had learned
from these mistakes, we would not have permitted the
extremist actions against innocent Muslims. We can still
be hopeful. The Muslims are peace-loving people. Long
before the attacks, the Muslims warned the Government.
In the aftermath of the Easter Sunday attack, the Muslims
helped the armed forces track down the terrorists and
neutralize them. The Muslims are on the side of the
nation. Do not push us away; do not compel us to give up
our religion.

The vast majority of Sri Lankans chose to side with
the State because it is our faith that has taught us to side
with the nation; it is our faith that taught us that Zahran
and his group were wrong; it is our faith that taught us to
expose his group of extremists. A very good example was
the incident which took place in Sainthamaruthu on 26th
April, 2019 following the Easter Sunday attacks, where a
Muslim family gave information to the security forces on
the whereabouts of Zahran’s family. We, the Muslims, do
not consider Zahran as a Muslim; they are terrorists. They
have tried to force your hand; they want you to make
mistakes. The Commission Report, in page 94, confirms
that Zahran wanted to build tension between the Muslims
and the Sinhalese of this country. Therefore, it is
imperative that you act wisely. Do not play to his tunes;
do not compromise national harmony. In the name of
national security, do not take actions that would
jeopardize that very national security.

The process of State-sponsored discrimination has
already commenced.

@6 R30G5 O5IE @

(omressrL 0@ HeDVMLGTHRIGD 2 MIILIETIT Sj6uiTdherT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

@S 32308 82T Owmn

(oresoryfl@ Moo Ligudsir)

(The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen)

Sir, please give me some more time. I think I can
speak till 4.30 p.m.

For example, a notice signed under the hand of the
Deputy Director of Customs dated 05th of March, 2021
states that any Islamic religious books brought into the
country should only be released upon the approval of the
Ministry of Defence. There is also a word from the
Minister of Public Security that Madrasas are to be
banned. As a Member of the Muslim community, I am
offended and so are my people. These are acts of
discrimination, and particularly a violation of the right of
the Muslims to manifest their religion.

The Minister of Public Security also informs that
there will be a burqa ban. People are mandated to wear
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masks all over the country and all over the world. You
cannot make a description under any Act to ban the burga
and nigab unless you also ban the medical mask, the
motorcycle helmet, sunglasses, spectacles, bandages and
so many other pieces of garments. I wish to ask the
Minister, how do you constitutionally make such a law?
How do you make a law with such effect without making
it racist and Islamophobic?

We, as minorities of this country, are all entitled to our
Constitutional right to practise and manifest our religion
freely in this country. Any legislation or administrative
action targeting one particular community is a violation of
our Constitution. It is also in violation of every known
core convention and treaty ratified by Sri Lanka. No
monitoring body of any of these treaties, let alone the
UNHRC, is going to spare our country for acting so
arbitrarily against the Muslim community. This is
extremism in another form; this is oppression. We, the
peace-loving people of this country, will not stand for
extremism and will most definitely not stand for
discrimination, even if it is endorsed by the State.

The Commission Report will hold good testimony that
other groups have engaged in extremist activity. The
activities of Ven. Galagoda Aththe Gnanasara have been
highlighted for the term he coined “Aba Saranai”. And
the Report also calls for the proscription of the Bodu Bala
Sena. Further in page 332 of this Commission Report, the
Attorney-General ~ considers  instituting  criminal
proceedings against him under the ICCPR Act for his
speeches made during the Maharagama and Aluthgama
incidents. They have also highlighted organizations such
as Sinhala Ravaya, Mahason Balakaya, Sinhala Jathika
Balamuluwa, Sinhale Jathika Sanvidanaya and the Siva
Senai Movement. It is not me who is presuming their
extremist nature, but the Commission Report serves as my
evidence. The actions of these extremists began in 2011
and owing to impunity, the extremism grew. If not for
impunity of these extremist thugs, the Easter Sunday
attacks would have been unlikely to have happened.
Where do you believe their extremist nature comes from?
Over and above the Commission Report, there is plenty of
videographic evidence of their extremism. What measures
do you propose to quell the extremism in these factions?
At least, will you de-radicalize them first?

Hon. Presiding Member, I draw your attention to the
arrest of Muslims who have been very vocal against the
acts of Zahran. It has been about 22 days since Azath
Salley was arrested. I must remind you that it was he who
publicly stated in 2017 that Zahran was a dangerous
criminal who needs to be arrested. Yet, the Government
has arrested Mr. Salley under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act for alleged connections to the Easter Sunday attacks.
How could this be fair? You are holding him without a
charge only because he spoke on behalf of the Muslim
community. This is political victimization. Another
distinguished personality who has actively contributed
towards the upkeep of human rights, Hejaaz Hizbullah,
Attorney-at-Law, has also been arrested under the PTA.
Ahnaf Jazeem from Pandaraweli, Mannar was arrested for

writing a poem against the ISIS. He was arrested on April
15" last year and continues to be detained with no
charges against him simply because he wrote a poem
against the ISIS.

Under the pretext of national security, you have
oppressed the Muslims. I am afraid their frustrations from
your actions may lead to radicalization. You must arrest
the extremists who have harmed or will harm our people.
But whether you arrest the extremists or not, you are
definitely arresting innocent people who are speaking
against extremism. There is another word for this -
oppression!

The country’s policies must not be biased against the
whole Muslim community. This is not what is intended
through the “One Country-One Law” policy. In no
country are there different sets of laws applicable to
different segments of the society other than in
confederate States. Even in federal countries such as
America, all laws, whether federal or state, including
State Constitutions are in conformity with the Federal
Constitution. In Sri Lanka too, there is only one
Constitution which provides for enactment of provincial
statutes containing different clauses. Yet, so long as they
are in consistent with the provisions of the Constitution,
they fall within the concept of “One Country-One Law”.
What is understandably alluded to as “One Country-One
Law” in Sri Lanka is the targeted elimination of the
personal laws, particularly the Muslim Personal Law. The
Constitution has guaranteed the freedom of religion,
culture et cetera in Articles 10, 14 and 9. Personal laws
mean laws personal to specific communities. The
Buddhist, Hindu, Christian and Islamic communities have
laws personal to them. They are relating either to their
religions or their cultures which, in no way, infringe on
the rights of others. In the first place, if you are to do
away with personal laws, then all these laws have to be
removed from the statute book.

Be that as it may, if you take marriages for instance,
marriages need not be registered under any law. If the girl
reaches the age of 16, she can live with anyone she
wishes even without formalizing the union in any
manner, whether legal or cultural, under the Sri Lankan
law. In Sri Lanka, there are hundreds of elderly couples
who have not got their marriages registered, particularly
in the hill-country and Jaffna. What the laws relating to
marriages do is that they give extra protection to the
union of the couple. That is all. Since the Constitution
guarantees their freedom of religion and culture, the
personal laws give a legal cover to the enjoyment of such
freedom. In what way can they be construed as different
laws?

What is surreptitiously clothed in the slogan “One
Country-One Law” is to call for assimilation, which is an
antithesis of integration. Assimilation is to deny diversity
and expect everyone to follow one culture and one way of
life, which is not possible in any part of the world.
Integration is to call for unity whilst recognizing the
diversity. The Preamble of our Constitution has
recognized this diversity by employing the word
“Peoples” in itself. I call upon everyone to understand the
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difference between assimilation and integration, on the
one hand, and on the other, the fact that the existence of
personal laws is not inconsistent with the concept of “One
Country-One Law”. So, please do not hurt the sentiments
of all the Muslims because it can only marginalize the
Muslim community even more. We have lived in peace
practising these customs and traditions in marriage for
over 800 years. It has never become a problem to any
person. So, do not try to abolish our customs and
traditions. It will not be a positive step towards de-
radicalization.

Talking of de-radicalization, a Gazette was published
on 12™ March, 2021 with reference to a proposed
rehabilitation and de-radicalization programme. We
cannot accept that. That is focusing only on the Muslims
and not on the country. I am sure the majority of the
monks in Sri Lanka are peace-loving people who truly
believe in the four immeasurables: "Metta", "Karuna”,
"Mudita™ and "Upekkha". Many of these monks tend to
disagree with the violent ways of some of these extremists
and I am certain they will be willing to assist in the
process of rehabilitation and de-radicalization of the
extremists amongst them.

Hon. Presiding Member, actually I have some more to
say. I am tabling* my full speech with all these
documents including the book "Proceedings of ACJU
against ISIS and Extremism". Actually, the ACJU worked
hard to guide our community against criminals like
Zahran. [ think they did a lot of activities and there are 34
such actions that have been taken.
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It being 4.30 p.m.., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Thursday,
08th April, 2021.

LorsTL S






1.4,
008 Dmed @DwI) Geerw W BORW HDDE B0 mE gr (T WOy 38 055y 8 Bounmm evm

B0 e @n @madw 38 5880 Cmen @m0, 8Ounm @ ewBwun 00 ®)
©1257e308) wotdzdm 0D READ e ODW Y.

GOy

o mitifleri Sk 2 ewruiler Gmigll ugiilp CFiwealmoyhd tewy Smebstisamer swg Llrgullsy Cgefleurss &Dlég
IsewaTll Llewy SwHSsOuLTs Urs) slewl_sg @) eurrmisEhsr anerarl ugliurdflumse @ enliLss) CausnT(h)ib.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



®53e308) Dadmn
eme® 5, evFedsIenid), Boiess 810, g 163 ¢o ommewd 883
Ced yOaB @¢wdne®sIned 883 du¥ed ymns 8w newsy
8c & om .

o®® WsTewd DO www.parliament.lk @08 gddewsy
DoOB W2,

aneTFTL S Plbenasuilsr Lilydlsemear
®@)ev. 163, dpeviiusner afs), CLTLVCansTe&TL, G&Teby 5E) emwbgisTear
ST FTHIG SH6UD FleWeNTdHBETHB6T HTFTBIS Cleuafluf(hober Bjspieusvsd g0
uewtld ClFeIsF GlLmHmIs6lsTeTaTeVTLD.

@)hs ansreFrL g Plbensenw Www.parliament.lk stenib @)ewewrid g erd$led hH 51
uglallpdaid ClFwIw LpLguib.

Hansard Reports can be purchased from the Government Publications Bureau
at the Department of Government Information,
No. 163, Kirulapone Avenue, Polhengoda, Colombo 5.

This Hansard Report can be downloaded from
www.parliament.lk

& Gomn G5ed Yeen 0¢bned®xIned geens mom C&.



