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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Hon. Speaker, I am thankful that you have given me
an opportunity to say a few words on the Vote of
Condolence on the death of the former Speaker of this
august Assembly, the Hon. W.J.M. Lokubandara.

The Hon. Lokubandara and I entered Parliament
together in 1977 for the first time. He was a young
Member of Parliament from Haputale area in the Badulla
District and I represented Trincomalee in the Eastern
Province. He must have been just married. I remember his
coming to Parliament quite frequently. In the old
Parliament, in the evenings when we had tea at the
restaurant, his young wife used to be there. He was very
keen that his wife should be acquainted with all the
Members of Parliament and he used to very frequently
invite me to his table. He was a simple man, a very good
man and was a clean man.

I remember the occasion when he was elected as the
Speaker. As the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella pointed out, he
was then in the Opposition, not in the Government. The
Government had the majority in Parliament. The
Government had a formidable candidate for the post of
Speaker in the Hon. D.E.W. Gunasekara, a highly
respected person fully deserving of becoming the Speaker
of this august Assembly. But, we were angry with
President Madam Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
because she had dissolved Parliament abusing the
Constitutional provision enabling the President to
dissolve Parliament. When the Prime Minister had the
majority in Parliament, she dissolved Parliament. We
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were angry with her for that reason and decided that we
must support democracy and good governance by
ensuring the verdict of the people and that the sovereignty
of the people of this country must be respected. As the
Prime Minister had the majority in Parliament, he should
not have been unseated and the election should not have
been held and therefore, to demonstrate our opposition to
that position, we decided that we should vote and defeat
the Government’s candidate for the post of Speaker. And
all of us jointly voted for the Hon. Lokubandara; he won
by one vote.

I liked him very much; I respected him very much. He
was a very religious person. To the religious ceremonies
in his house, he invited me, for which I always went. He
was a scholarly person interested in scholarly work and
activity. He was a nationalist, but not a nationalist who
ever offended anyone else. He was a nationalist in his
own humble way, in his own simple way, respecting his
people, respecting his country, respecting his religion, but
he never hurt anyone else.

I join the Hon. Members, Sir, in expressing our deep
condolences at the passing away of the Hon.
Lokubandara. We pray that his soul rests in peace and we
convey to Madam Lokubandara and the children our very
sincere condolences and sympathies.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.28 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on

Tuesday, 09th March, 2021 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
this Day. .
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