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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA ] in the Chair.
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. PalanyThigambaram - Minister of Hill Country
New Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development)
B0 DDNEWROB, 9O ydEmwd B8EnJ 8® wewo

@3B0 EHE 9E 0 B8ID.

g @ EnmE 988e HEOO Bowlw mom @E.
fledTITews) LM G (G HVTSBID FLON LIS &1 1_ewemuil_ i’ 1 gy.
Question ordered to stand down.

G181 30yrme BO: Bedn e emeds
DERH®
epumailsst LM &5D: Geueflbr B Li(heL 6T
LB HTesT S0
DEPRECIATION OF RUPEE: EFFECT ON FOREIGN DEBT
692/°19

. OO &EB Yoy ©®OOSIBR Owmo

(oreryfl@ 2 sw Lrurg sbweirLisv)

(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)

8e@ 4@ @ees’ ¢y y@m e - (1):

(@) (i) 2015.01.09 8» &o 2017.11.30 2» 5o
1 ©8wsY OFen “mrese @ENE0wW wiednisd,
& o G18uc 838 a8 aow omis®anc;

(i) OB 2=E OO/ ne BweE 838

0¥neds’ wealt)ed dodn e POE ©ves



2135 208Ee@xInd 2136

[06 e st 0OOHBE Swm]
&8 y®renw Gi8w6E OB emn®end;
@535y O eV wKdD (IO esIE?
(20) oededn®, S Osie?

BlF gemwdsFenrd CH L ailerr:

(=)@ 2015.01.09 g sz Csrissn 2017.11.30
Y Hlag) suewr M&aw 9 6lwiflss QL TevHd:SE,
SUILTL L erailsv Beviiens epLITuilest
wSIinsst Qunws) wWT6lHeTLSHU|LD;

LGBuilsd

HTTERTONS Y TFTHISSH6ST
Qeusflpm B L@BsL6T FloTSHsTar erey

STVl epUTailesT

(i)  Guperss

SIS LD

6THHEMEIT CHLIT 6TTLIENSHU|LD;
Ui @)dFFewLid@ mlalliiumyr?
(%) BT, ersir?
asked the Minister of Finance:

(@)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the value by which the Sri Lankan Rupee
depreciated in relation to the US Dollar
from 09.01.2015 to 30.11.2017; and

(i) the amount in Rupees by which the foreign
debt of the Government increased due to the
depreciation of the Rupee during the said
period?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the of Agriculture, Rural Economic Affairs,
Livestock Development, Irrigation and Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-
(1) the areas where prawn farming is practised
in Sri Lanka;

(i) the number of farmers engaged in prawn
farming for exporting;

(iii)  the annual prawn production of Sri Lanka;

(iv) the annual foreign exchange received from
prawn farming in
Sri Lanka from year 2015 to date,
separately;

(v) the relief provided by the government for
prawn farming;

(vi) whether the government will take measures
to increase the foreign exchange received
from prawn farming in the future;

(vii) if so, whether those measures will be
explained; and

(viii)  whether the measures that will be taken to
strengthen the prawn farmers will be
explained?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Considered further in Committee- [Progress: 25th March]
[HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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"The Government of Sri Lanka at the highest political
levels, has both publicly and in discussions with the
present and former High Commissioners for Human
Rights and other interlocutors, explained the
constitutional and legal challenges that precludes it from
including non-citizens in its judicial processes. It has been
explained that if non-citizen judges are to be appointed in
such a process, it will not be possible without an
amendment to the Constitution by 2/3 of members of the
Parliament voting in favour and also the approval of the
people at a Referendum."
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(The Hon. Vasantha Senanayake)

Hon. Chairman, I feel privileged to speak a few words
here as I myself have, in a previous avatar, briefly held
the position of State Minister of Foreign Affairs and in
this context, I am particularly pleased to speak a few
words on foreign affairs.

One of the prerequisites for a good functioning
Ministry is to have an unbiased Secretary who works in
the national interest without any vested interest. In this
context, I wish to congratulate the Government in the
appointment of Ravinatha Ariyasinha as the Secretary to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A good Secretary, of
course, will necessarily require the assistance of well-
trained career diplomats. But it is not untrue to state that
some of our ambassadors that have performed very well
for this country in various overseas destinations, such as
Neville Kanakaratne in India and the USA, Chris Nonis in
the UK and Bharathi Wijeratne in Turkey were non-
career diplomats. However, that has proven to be the

exception rather than the norm. More recent
appointments of political persons to these offices have
proven to be disastrous. Yes, in previous eras too,
political leaders made political appointments to these
positions. However, the country’s image overseas was
often taken into consideration and factors such as
educational qualifications of these people, the social
skills and the international exposure that they possessed
were also taken into consideration before making such
appointments.

In the last decade, henchmen of regimes have taken
these positions with neither skills nor exposure, but, most
often, with deplorable lack of social skills and social
graces. When such people took top jobs, what happened
was the unfortunate career diplomats had to be the deputy
of such persons covering up their mistakes and
whitewashing the glaring wrongdoings that they have
perpetrated. I would like to point out that the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has a great backlog of distinguished
career officers within their ranks and I wish to urge our
political leaders to halt making these political
appointments and to give preference to such
distinguished career diplomats that have put many years
of service into the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

However, an important factor that we have to take
into consideration is training of our diplomats and the
future diplomats as Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar did.
Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar even today is respected
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as one of the ablest
Minsters of Foreign Affairs that Sri Lanka has ever
produced and his tenure in that Ministry has been
regarded as the golden era of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs itself. He invested much in training our diplomats
and he saw that as a future investment for our country. In
fact, ambassadors Aruni Ranaraja and Dharshana Perera,
husband and wife - the only ambassador couple that I
know of - who serve in Philippines and Indonesia
respectively proved beyond doubt that they are very
capable ambassadors. They also gratefully acknowledge
that they got where they are now due to the training that
they achieved during the time of Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar.

The present Secretary is doing his utmost to keep the
Minister informed of what is happening around the world
and Minister, in recent times, has done very well, I would
say, particularly, with regard to denouncing the
Darusman Report and organizations that tend to quote
Darusman Report as if it were gospel. The Darusman
Report is full of hearsays borrowed and quoted at ad
nauseam by prejudicial parties, third parties in some
cases, without any corroboration of the facts stated
therein. The Darusman Report should not have been
denounced by this present Minister but the Ministers
before him. But, at least, it is better late than never. And,
I congratulate the Minister for having done so. Some
people, perhaps, are of the belief that if we bend to the
West and agree with everything the West says, right or
wrong, the West will favour us and look on us in a
positive light. However, I would like to say that this is
wishful thinking and the West, like everyone else, must
be told when they are wrong that they are wrong.
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We must consider our geographic neighbourhood
more closely. It has been shown historically as well that
the Indo-Sri Lanka relationship is of particular importance
to us and a relationship that we should try to nurture and
develop. Indian tourism alone can be very significant to
our tourism trade. India, as a market, can be of huge
potential to Sri Lanka, but not vice versa. India has a
billion people and that market, if trapped intelligently, can
be of great benefit to us. A cooperative India may assist
us in combatting negative international opinion and
publicity. Through New Delhi, we may also have links to
diplomatic missions and countries that are not represented
here. Historically, Emperor Ashoka sent to his friend
King Devanampiyatissa his emissaries with the gift of
Buddhism, which has since enriched this country with
Dharma, tradition and literature.

Since Independence, complex social issues such as the
Kachchativu Island issue, the Sirima-Shastri Pact and so
on had been sorted out by friendship and negotiation.
Similarly, the assistance from the Modi Government to
our present Y ahapalana Government in starting a free
ambulance service is a gesture of great friendship
between our countries.
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Hon. Senanayake, you have another two minutes.
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(The Hon. Vasantha Senanayake)

Thank you, Sir. It is true, we may have issues with
India. But, it is almost inescapable and as neighbours, we
will have common issues. The most persistent and
annoying of those issues is the piracy of our fisheries and
the destruction of our marine environment. That has to be
seriously curtailed, if not stopped altogether. Yet, we, as
sister nations, have been able to combat even greater
crises. If we have the political will and of course, the
negotiative skill, much can be resolved with the
cooperation of India. When I met Prime Minster Modi in
Kathmandu, Nepal last year, I vividly recall what he was
trying to say. He was hell-bent on trying to help Sri
Lanka. He is a man who actually wants serious
discussions to be followed by actions. He is anxious to
help us and has indicated this in very plain terms.
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(The Hon. Vasantha Senanayake)

Sir, give me a few seconds and I will finish my
speech.

On our part, it is up to us to take advantage of that
offer. We have, as the Indian High Commissioner, a man
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who has a deep friendship with Sri Lanka, who has at
various stages of his life, been in Sri Lanka and who
looks to us as friends. India's Minster of External Affairs
Sushma Swaraj is one of the loveliest Foreign Minister in
the world and I have said that quite often. If we cannot
take advantage of this trio to our advantage, I think we do
ourselves a great injustice.

It was our Foreign Policy at the time of Independence
to be on the friendliest terms with all the nations of the
world with enmity to none. We have shifted once again to
this vision, but I say that we need to be proactive and not
passive in this endeavour, seeking out opportunities and
making our way confidently. Competency, responsibility
and the will to do so will see us triumphed. It is my hope
for this Ministry and this country that we will not be
lacking competency in this particular area.

Thank you.
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(orenTfl@ sallFreri Hjauidmer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.

®G; ®10ed eesd. @ed5NB s Dwmn
(omevsryLll@ wremeu. Gar. CFesrrglrmegm)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Sir, I have 15 minutes.

O 38RO

(oreryfl@ saflereri Hjuiaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes. You have been given 15 minutes. You started
your speech at 10.58 a.m. Your time is almost over now.

OO D10@d eesd. @ed5B s Dvmo

(oreryfl@ wreweu. Ger. Gearrdlrmem)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

I want to speak, Sir. I am not sure whether I have
taken that 15 minutes.
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(orenrLfl@ sallFreni jeuiaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

I am sorry, Hon. Member. We have given you that
time.
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(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)
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(orenTLyfl@ sallFreri Hjauider)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have to conclude now.

®0; @10ed eesd. @ed5NBGsH DHnn
(et fl@ wremeu. Car. Cresrrglrmegm)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Okay.
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(orenrLfl@ saflFreni jeuiaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! Hon. Member, you have to conclude
now. We have 35 speakers from the Opposition today.

OO Dr10ed eesd. @ed5B s Dvmo
(oreryfl@ wreweu. Ger. Garrdlrmem)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Okay. I will wind up.
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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“Sri Lanka reiterated its strongest commitment to the
promotion and protection of human rights, in keeping
with international human rights standards and Sri Lanka’s
international  obligations. The Secretary General
underlined the importance of an accountability process
for addressing violations of international humanitarian
and human rights law. The Government will take
measures to address those grievances.”
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"Welcomes the recognition by the Government of Sri Lanka that
accountability is essential to uphold the rule of law and to build
confidence in the people of all communities of Sri Lanka in the
justice system, notes with appreciation the proposal of the
Government of Sri Lanka to establish a judicial mechanism with a
special counsel to ... international humanitarian law, as applicable;
affirms that a credible justice process should include independent
judicial and prosecutorial institutions led by individuals ... including
the special counsel’s office, of Commonwealth and other foreign
judges, defence lawyers and authorized prosecutors and
investigators;"
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revisit the entire thing. We do not want to get back to a
situation of not providing accountability. We need law and
order; we need accountability and we need to ensure
reparation, if necessary, not to the terrorists, but to the
people who have lost their lives as a result of the war.
Therefore, I am urging you and the country to consider this
entire episode of total mismanagement of international
affairs.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Tourism

Development, Wild Life and Christian Religious Affairs)

Hon. Deputy Chairman, I wish to take this
opportunity to congratulate the Minister of Finance, the
Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, for the excellent Budget
presented for 2019 under the United National Front
Government led by the Prime Minister, the Hon. Ranil
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Wickremasinghe. The Budget has been well accepted by
the people, the industrial sector, the entrepreneurs and the
business community as a very progressive, development-
oriented Budget. Even the Opposition has accepted that.
Although this is termed as an election year, the Hon.
Minister of Finance has given the highest priority to the
strengthening and lifting the economy and developing the
country which is highly commendable. It compels me to
mention that development is based on freedom and the
end of the autocratic regime in 2015 helped restore law
and order and rule of law, a significant political
achievement which immensely benefitted economic
development of this country. The improvement in law and
order situation helped revive tourism and the focus on the
improvement and development of tourism during the last
four years is proved by the fact that Sri Lanka has earned
the title, "World’s Best Tourism Destination" by the
"Lonely Planet", "World Travel Guide", "Watchdog", and
many other international magazines have recommended
Sri Lanka as the ideal destination for tourism. This fact
itself denotes the success in the way forward chartered for
tourism in the country. The shine of this achievement
becomes more radiant due to the obstacles in the form of
internal and external challenges that had to be faced in the
recent past. The forward march of tourism was
interrupted by the ill-conceived political anarchy created
in October last year, which burst the tourism bubble
carefully created and which led to thousands of tourist
arrivals been cancelled and millions of revenue lost. The
October political chaos had a massive negative impact on
sustainability of tourism and economically for the country
with a breakdown on the momentum of development.

As for the Budget presented, as the Minister of
Tourism I am pleased with the incentives offered to the
tourism sector, which I am confident, will help achieve
the targets we have set for the industry while ensuring
sustainable growth. At this point, I would like to recall
some of the Budget Proposals - I may not be able to go
into detail, but will briefly mention them. Allocations
have been given to construct the sanitary facilities at bus
terminals and railway stations which are very often used
by the tourists.

I also welcome the accelerated Cess reduction
programme for intermediate goods that drive up costs in
the construction and tourism sectors. Then, also, we have
the Proposal to exempt the Nation Building Tax - NBT-
on foreign currency receipts by tourist hotels registered
with the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority.
Whilst we recognize the benefits of the online reservation
system, we are mindful of the need to gradually integrate
the SME tourism sector into the formal economy. Then,
there is another Budget Proposal. The Economic Service
Charge - ESC- applicable for export sectors which are
subjected to Corporate Income Tax of 14 per cent, will be
reduced to 0.25 per cent from 0.5 per cent. Then, the
Central Cultural Fund will provide necessary funds to

improve and establish common facilities including
restrooms, signboards, security booths, information
booths et cetera at popular tourist sites managed

particularly by the Central Cultural Fund which are at
present in a deplorable state. The entrance fees for
national parks and cultural sites will be reduced by 50 per
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cent for foreign tourists and online booking for ticketing
will be in operation with effect from 1* June, 2019.

The “Gamperaliya Scheme”, a landmark project and
“Enterprise Sri Lanka” will look into the infrastructure
needs that have prevented our villages from becoming the
growth centres and empower the new generation of
entrepreneurs that will have a positive bearing on the
development of tourism driving forward the economy. I
am happy that an allocation of Rs. 200 million has been
made to develop the infrastructure facilities at Madhu
Shrine, an epicentre of worship for thousands of Christian
and other devotees arriving throughout the year. These
are some of the important Proposals that will have an
impact on the tourism industry.

I would also like to state that when I took over the
Ministry in 2015, the arrival of tourists were at 1.5
million. By the end of last year, we were able to increase
that number to 2.3 million despite obstacles and
impediments, and I am very confident that by the end of
this year, we would be able to achieve our target of 3
million of tourist arrivals. What this means is that in a
matter of four years we have doubled the number of
tourist arrivals. ®ed 8nw eeE® ¢Yost D DI
&8, 0@ »D WOTID G er.

I must also dwell on the revenue aspect. When I took
over this Ministry, the revenue from tourism was
estimated at US Dollars 2.5 billion and Sri Lanka
received US Dollars 4.3 billion of revenue last year. By
the end of this year, we expect tourism revenue to hit at
least US Dollars 5 billion. This is, yet again, a 100 per
cent growth in the period of four years. Let me emphasize
that this is direct revenue from the tourists who visit the
country. On the other hand, the country has received over
US Dollars 4 billion in Foreign Direct Investments in the
hotel sector and in other tourist centres.

It is no secret that there has been a massive growth in
the country’s hotel sector with an estimated 90,000
rooms, both in formal and informal sectors, being added
to cater to the growing demand. It is also noteworthy that
the biggest hotel brands in the world have already
invested in the country or have shown interest to do so.
Some of them are yet to be constructed; some have been
completed and they are growing. We are also very keen to
promote Sri Lanka as a 365-day Destination and in order
to increase arrivals in the so-called off-season months
from May to October, we have proposed to grant free visa
on arrival to citizens of nearly 39 countries. This includes
Sri Lanka’s main tourism source markets and others with
potential to increase the present numbers. In order to
further promote off-season travel, we also hope to
conduct a Sri Lanka Travel Mart towards the end of May
in Colombo where 200 foreign tour operators who have
never marketed Sri Lanka will be invited to participate.
They will be taken around the country and shown our best
tourist attractions.

In addition, we also hope to launch an attractive
country package for off-season travellers at a discount
rate. The package will include air travel, accommodation
and inland travel. This will be done in association with all
industry stakeholders including foreign airlines and hotel
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chains. As a result of these measures, we hope to achieve
20 per cent of growth in the off-season arrivals. I am also
happy to inform that the long-awaited country branding
under the theme “So Sri Lanka” was announced at the
WTM in London last November. Since then, a digital
campaign has been running in the UK, Germany, France,
China and India. I am happy to announce that the
campaign will be officially launched at the Arabian
Travel Market in Dubai next month.

Sir, I am happy to inform you that Sri Lanka is now
attracting a large number of young tourists who are
interested in adventure tourism. Of the number of tourists,
around 60 per cent belong to the traditional tourist
category while the balance 40 per cent are interested in
adventure activities. There is an immense interest in
adventure sports such as surfing, hot air ballooning and
Scuba diving. Places like Mirissa, Kalpitiya, Kuchchaveli,
Ella and Arugam Bay are now famous adventure hotspots
and we hope to develop many other resort areas to cater to
the type of tourists who are looking for adventure.

I am happy to mention that we have attracted a world-
focused international adventure racing to the country with
the Ironman held for the last two consecutive years. The
Raid Amazones for all women and the AR World
Championship are to be staged here in December, 2019.
We are benefitted by these events opening our windows
to a worldwide audience.

The Homestay Concept is now becoming popular in
the rural areas. We have launched a loan scheme to help
small-timers to upgrade their facilities and benefit from
tourism. To maximize the impact from the tourist point of
view, we are contemplating to provide them with
conditional licences for beer and wine as well. The
Homestay Concept has opened up a new revenue stream
for these people who are now economically benefitting
from the tourism sector, particularly, the low-income

group.

Under the patronage of Sri Lanka Tourism, dolphin
and blue whale watching has now become a tourism
hotspot rising in popularity and earning a revenue of
nearly Rs. 4 million a day. Well-equipped tourist police
stations are being established at popular tourist centres
including beaches for the safety of the tourists. A new
tourist police station was opened in Mirissa last week.

Sri Lanka Tourism conducts training programmes and
examinations for accreditation of tourist guides with
required knowledge in languages, history and other
aspects and efficient tourist guides are now being trained
and put to the industry. I also wish to record that we are in
the process of opening up all the domestic airports to the
private operators for speedy transportation to tourist
destinations within the country.

I also wish to inform that CITES, the world
organization for the protection of species of the wild -
meaning animals and plants - has decided to hold their
next convention in Sri Lanka which will be held in May,
2019 with a massive participation of nearly 4000

208Ee@xInd
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delegates; perhaps the biggest such participation in the
history of this country. This is a signal for the recognition
of Sri Lanka as a popular destination.

Sri Lanka Tourism is on course attracting a large
luxury cruise ships to call at Trincomalee, Colombo and
Hambantota Harbours bringing in thousands of high-
spending tourists who also do the local tours.

I also take this opportunity to mention that plenty of
time and effort has gone into lifting Sri Lanka to the level
of recognition and success that has been achieved. With
the responsible officials of the Sri Lanka Tourism
Promotion Bureau, I have spared no time in attending to
nearly all the major tourism promotion fairs and meetings
that are held across the world.

I must emphasize that there are certain impediments
that are hindering the growth of the industry. The biggest
obstacle at the moment is our Airport which is operating
at 160 per cent of its capacity. Therefore, a new terminal
is no longer an option but an absolute necessity. I am
happy to note that 150 new immigration officers are to be
added for duties in order to avoid the delay in the Airport.

We also need to expedite the work of the Central
Expressway in order to reduce travel times between
destinations and also to open up the Northern and Eastern
parts of the country for tourism.

Then, there is also an urgent need to replace the
outdated legislation which is a stumbling block to many
of our tourism development projects. The 150-year old
Customs Ordinance, 105-year old Excise Ordinance and
the Inland Revenue Act come to my mind. Appropriate
reforms to these outdated legislations will remove the
bottlenecks that impede growth, especially in the tourism
sector.

At the same time, we are constantly reminded by the
investors about the difficulties they experience in getting
projects off the ground. The reason for this is that they
are being driven from pillar to post at 20 odd different
government agencies to secure statutory approvals and
licences. So, it is imperative that the approval process is
streamlined to overcome discouraging issues so as to
restore the investor confidence for speedy development.

Another area that needs scrutiny is the high costs
associated with the operating budget airline flights to
Katunayake. Our landing and ground handling charges
are unattractive to the budget airlines and this is one
factor that is hampering the arrival of more airlines
brining more tourists to Sri Lanka.

®S Bewdess ewisBn®)

(wrenryflg Wrdls sallerari ojeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Minister, you have one more minute.

@G @S5t gOCH® Owmo
(omevorLyfl@ Ceamedr ST &IBIs)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Sir, can I have two more minutes?
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Okay.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

So, I must thank the officials of our Ministry, our
Secretary, the Heads of the four Boards, the Directors and
all the other employees who are in the Ministry of
Tourism Development, Wildlife and Cristian Religious
Affairs, for all the support and cooperation they have
lent.

Sir, I have to speak about the Ministry of Cristian
Religious Affairs also. If I do not touch on that, I think
that God will not - [Interruption.]
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
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Sir, there must be a domestic process. The call for an
international process is because there is no domestic
process. If we had a domestic process to look into all
these things, none of these allegations would be made.
Today, we have an independent Judiciary. I am sure,
within the Constitution, we can find ways and means of
dealing with these issues. If we are hopeful of completing
this journey of comprehensive reconciliation, then
accountability is also a part of it.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

©S §8RE 59YoxY Dwmo
(wreryflg apefluyt ram=iomsir)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
g0uIn), O5IGn®s.

O35 @a®sI @B Dvmo
(orenrLflg QFanrsr GFwdlbis)
(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
RID® Bwyy Joint Statement Oz table w5z yOOsIC?

@S 88 69T dwmn

(1orevoryifl@ wpedlyF rom=ioTsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

® g» Bedmda.

OO @Q%I5T @SB Dz

(oresrLyfl@ QFanmer CFwdlnias)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

WO WO dw table mImag? Joint Statement Sz
aesy mOE B »osIeny myw:.

©S §8RE 59oxY Dwmo

(wrerfl@ apefluyt ram=iomsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

® gv Beamds, & Joint Statement O, Joxd Beadm
20805 D05 3 & VIO BwdsTH®.

OO @QNI5T @SB Dvmn
(orerLfl@ QFanrer CFwdlbis)
(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
®C O En®s -

®S §8RE 59oxY Dwmo

(wreryflg apefluyt ram=iomsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

®0 Brndun e¢Im. @ gv Beambn, Joint Statement
o). OBxie Grdede BB, A B Y3 VBB e®@»
afesy »0 Bedmds. & Joint Statement Om Bmx »S
Bedsierd, 2009 &8 @wed 23 D ¢ Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Colombo.

O30 @0®sI @B Dvmo
(orenrLfl@ QFanrsr GFwdlbis)
(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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That is not a point of Order.
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"President Rajapaksa informed the Secretary-General
regarding ongoing initiatives relating to rehabilitation and
reintegration of ex-combatants. In addition to the ongoing
work by the Office of the Commissioner General for
Rehabilitation, a National Framework for the Integration
of Ex-combatants..."
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

Sir, please intervene in this and ask whether the Hon.
Member can table that particular Joint Statement ? He is
just reading from something. Sir, can you please intervene
and get that tabled? Hon. Member, You can only tell, but
we need proof of that.
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That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

Sir, this Joint Statement was issued by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 2009. At that time, the President was
the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)
Order, please! The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. HARSHANA
RAJAKARUNA took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, please continue.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have to wind up now. Your time is
over.
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Give me two more minutes, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I am sorry, you have to wind up now, Hon. Member.

@6 DFRES @D sI Ovmo
(orenTyfl@ Ldemeiv GpeuTarhgT)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Can I table the rest of my speech, Sir?
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(oreryLfl@ SeweVWLSTEHIGL 2 MIILNETT Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes.
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(orenryLfl@ Lderei GpeuTarhsT)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Then, I table* the rest of my speech, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Charles I. Nirmalanathan. You have
four minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, you have only one minute more.
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(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
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Do not depend on the number of visas, because there
are a lot of Chinese and Indian workers who enjoy the
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same visa. Their numbers are very high. I do not want to
quote the number. We should not be misled. We should
know the exact numbers, generally acceptable numbers,
of those who have visited Sri Lanka for tourism or
connected purposes. This has to be corrected if we are to
be more gainful in this area.

I wish the Hon. Minister of Tourism to make Sri
Lanka a success story because tourism is one of the
potential areas from which Sri Lanka can gain. But, as
mentioned by the Hon. Finance Minister, as we have been
mentioning right throughout and as you have been
mentioning from the Opposition, we have to increase as
much as possible the Sri Lankan input to tourism, because
the cost of tourists visiting Sri Lanka plus maintenance of
a fair percentage of them is dependent on foreign
imports. This is an area where we should concentrate,
because we can increase our foreign exchange.
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dual citizens are being appointed as Ambassadors. Where
does the loyalty lie? No other country would send a dual
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Can a dual citizen contest Presidency?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

No, we have passed law that a dual citizen cannot.
The question you asked is very clear. If a dual citizen
seeks nomination, he will have to clear himself of
whatever obstacles that are there. So, do not get excited.
It is a long way. I do not know whom you are referring
to. But, you nominated an ambassador to Scandinavia
who came before the High Posts Committee and said that
she is a dual citizen, and when we questioned, the
Foreign Secretary was trying to defend this, cover it up. It
had never happened and it should not happen. I do not
know what the position of the Hon. Minister is. He
answered a Question in Parliament thereafter and said
that it is not in a Circular but it is in a Minute. That is
why this issue has come up. But whether it is in a Foreign
Service Minute or in a Circular, a dual citizen should not
be nominated as an ambassador because that person will
have dual loyalties according to the law. That is what
happens.

Se®0, UNHCR issue &= o1 9. ©© Sedsewsy
e®a wecws’ mosisy A8, “Lord Naseby reminds the
UK Government of the US pullout from Geneva and also to
reconsider co-sponsoring this Resolution which is based on
wrong facts and figures.” Now, if the Resolution is based on
wrong facts and figures, how did the Sri Lankan
Ambassador sign this? Of course, you might say that in 2015
you did not know. Still, Sri Lanka signed a Resolution
against Sri Lanka. Again, you go and vote for the
Resolution after condemning the Resolution. Hon. Foreign
Minister read a Statement condemning the Resolution and
citing these wrong figures, which Lord Naseby had openly
rejected from British confidential documents which are
available, that the number is not 40,000 and it is very much
low. So Sri Lanka should be totally exonerated or that they
should be away from co-sponsoring to inquire into these
matters in Sri Lanka.
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Now, there is a positive feature which we should
welcome. For years, Sri Lanka has been supporting. Of
course, Sri Lanka has kept silent. There is an ICJ Order
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You should have the backbone to speak up and say,
“Look, I stand for every citizen in this country”. -
[Interruption.] Every citizen in this country has equal
rights and responsibilities. It is because of this cheap
politics and people like you who go around trying to
mislead the people that we cannot bring peace to this
nation, Hon. Member. Come on, be a little bit more
responsible. -[Interruption.]

Thank you very much.
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Whereupon THE HON. HESH WITHANAGE left the Chair, and
THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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For example, we cannot, Hon. Chairman, bring in
legislation to amend the Medical Ordinance to permit
someone who is not a doctor to do a surgery. Even if we
bring in that legislation with a referendum and a two-
thirds majority, the Supreme Court will never allow that
type of legislation to be passed. Likewise, we cannot
amend the Aircraft Ordinances to permit people who are
not having aircraft licences to fly aeroplanes. So, in the
same way, when we speak of foreign judges, we do not
know what their qualifications are. In the first place, for a
person to be appointed a judge, he must have the basic
qualification of being an Attorney-at-law. Even foreign
medical specialists, when they come here, they have to
pass the Act 16 exam. That is a medical exam designed to
judge their competency in the field of medicine. He might
be a very eminent medical specialist abroad, but when he
comes here, he must satisfy that that criteria we require is
there in him. So, in the same way, even though I
mentioned in my Statement in the Human Rights
Commission that it may require a two- thirds majority
and a referendum, we do not know whether it is possible
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to pass legislation in that way. Without legislation we
cannot, in any case, have foreign judges sitting in our
tribunals to adjudicate the culpability of our citizens.

Sir, before I wind up, I wish to thank all those officers
who helped me in my endeavours in the Human Rights
Council, Geneva. I would appreciate the guidance that I
received from His Excellency the President and the Hon.
Prime Minister. I wish to thank the team that
accompanied me and the Hon. Sarath Amunugama and
the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe who helped us to draft
the statement, Mr. Ravinatha Aryasinha, Secretary to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Nerin Pulle and Mr.
A.L.A. Azeez, Sri Lanka’s Permanent Representative to
the UN in Geneva. It was a teamwork that helped us
produce this Statement; it is not my Statement alone. We
all got together, and with the guidance that we got from
His Excellency the President and the Hon. Prime
Minister, we were able to put a joint effort and produce a
document of that nature. So, I am very thankful and I owe
it to them to mention that here in this House.

Also, when it comes to the work of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, I wish to thank all the officers who are
present here today in the Officials' Box: Mr. Ravinatha
Aryasinha, the Secretary, Mrs. Grace Asiriwatham, the
State Secretary, Mr. Ahmed A. Jawad, the Additional
Secretary, Mr. Sumith Nakandala, the Additional
Secretary, the Directors General, the Assistant DGs and
all the other officers in the Foreign Ministry who have
helped me to answer all these questions and prepare my
statements.

Hon. Chairman, there are so many other things that I
would like to advert to as being matters that are relevant
to our Ministry and which we have been doing.

For example, restructuring the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the missions abroad; recruitment, training,
postings and promotions that we make to enhance the
professionalism of our cadres; evaluation of the overall
performance of our officers in the Foreign Service; our
consular affairs' output both here in Sri Lanka as well as our
Missions abroad; our relations with the United Nations and
other multilateral and regional organizations; our
commitment to disarmament and the role played by Sri
Lanka at the Conference on Disarmament where, I think, Mr.
Ravinatha Ariyasinha was the President of that Conference
in the year 2018; development in the fields of Science and
Technology; contribution towards our migrant workers; the
Intangible Cultural Heritage - ICH; the Buddhist Diplomacy
that we have undertaken to foster through our Ministry;
combating terrorism, other transnational crimes and the rise
of violent extremism; the climate change that we have
tackled; Sri Lanka’s relations with the EU and the
Commonwealth; our bilateral relation; the Ocean Affairs,
Environment and Climate Change Division of our Ministry.
Then, Economic Affairs. Economic Affairs Division has
played a very leading role and this Ministry launched the
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Economic Diplomacy Programme in mid 2018 by serving as
a catalyst in promoting linkages between key government
institutions and the private sector responsible for trade,
investment, tourism and foreign employment, and the Sri
Lanka missions abroad. Then, our Public Diplomacy
Programme; our Policy Planning and Research Programme;
our sponsorship of this Resolution and other related matters
which 1 cannot articulate and elaborate here without
consuming the valuable time of this House.

Hon. Chairman, I beg your permission to table the rest of
my speech so that my speech will be a in full.

Thank you.

B B98O

(orerLfl@ sallFreri Hjsuiaer)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Minister, you may table it.
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Rest of the speech tabled:

Hon. Speaker,

Given the current domestic and external developments, managing Sri Lanka's foreign
relations effectively is of paramount importance in order to protect and promote the
interests of the Sri Lankan State and the welfare and advancement of the country’s people
here and abroad.

[ table for the record my full statement, that comprehensively addresses the progress made
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the bilateral, regional, multilateral and functional
spheres and also provides information on new initiatives undertaken to operationalize the
re-orientation of Sri Lanka's foreign policy.

1. Re-structuring of the Foreign Ministry and Missions Abroad

The Ministry's administration has been sought to be restructured in 2019 under
15 Directorates General, to reflect the current requirements of the country’s foreign policy
and streamline delivery. Of special note, is the bifurcation of the Overseas Administration
Division (0AD), into Human Resources & Mission Management and Overseas Assets
Management & Development.

In 2018, the Foreign Ministry also extended Sri Lanka's diplomatic network by opening a
new Consulate General in Nicosia, Cyptus, the formal opening at which I participated in
March 2019.

Recruitment, training, posting and promation are also a matter of concern. While the Sri
Lanka Foreign Service (SLFS) has an approved cadre of 261 we have only 188 officers at
present. Systematic and regular recruitment s needed in order for the Foreign Ministry to
function effectively. The 2018 Intake to the Sri Lanka Foreign Service (SLFS) consisting of
20 Officers assumed duties on 2 May 2018.

As the Ministry strives to enhance the professionalism of its cadres, especially of the Sri
Lanka Foreign Service, it is also important that we ensure the primacy of the professional
Sri Lanka Foreign Service officers in appointments to missions abroad. In this context, the

. disparity between career Foreign Service officers and those politically appointed to Sri
Lanka Missions abroad is being addressed.
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Evaluation of the overall performance of the Ministry of Foreign ani‘rs and ills_ 53
Missi and 14 Cc 1 /Posts Overseas was introduced in 2018, [n 2019 Missions
Abroad and Divisions within the Ministry are being evaluated more crin'mHy: They will each
be assigned priorities with targets and KPls on which they will be judged, in order tI‘mt we
could rationalize the service rendered by them. We are undertaking a Fhurnugh review as
to where our presence is needed most, in order to fulfill our strategic objectives.

2. Consular Affairs

One of the most important interfaces of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the general
public is its Consular Affairs Division. In order for the Ministry to provide better and more
efficient consular services, a new digital system was introduced in early 2017 that provided
fully automated, prompt and efficient as well as interactive services to the public. The
Ministry also implemented programmes aimed at improving_ the consular services
provided through the Sri Lanka Missions abroad especially to migrant wnrke!'s a‘nd their
families. The Ministry opened its second regional consular office in Matara in February
2019. This follows a similar office being established in Jaffna in 2017.

Integrated Consular Mobile Services (ICMS) have been ccnfiucted in Kilinochchi and
Mannar. The signing of a MOU with the Ministry of Home Mfa:rs_ on 16 _Augusl 2018, has
decentralized the document attestation process offering this service at divisional

secretariats.

Our Missions are also embarking on a fast track approach in facilitating the issuance of new
passports availing of a courier service, conscious that delays in receiving these dommgnts
could lead to loss of job and other opportunities for Sri Lankans abrqad. Presently this is
being operationalized as a pilot project through our Consulate General in Dubai.

3. Relations with the UN and other Multilateral and Regional Organizations

i Lanka r a strong prop of multilateralism, within the United Nations and as
:;1 i:tlw member of thegN:n-ﬁligMd Movement (NAM), the C«Ixmmonwealth. the G-77,
other multilateral fora. Our active engagement with regional bodies such as the Europelan
Union, the Commonwealth, SAARC, BIMSTEC, ASEAN, I0RA, Bali Process, Asia Cooperation
Dialogue, and Shanghai Cooperation Organization, among others, has demo:_'lslrated the
transparent and constructive engagement of the Government through its foreign rela_ticms
at all levels. Sri Lanka is currently chair of BIMSTEC, the lead coordinator of the Maritime
Safety and Security Pillar of IORA, has obtained full membership of the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence Building M es in Asia (CICA) in August 2018, and efforts
are being made to obtain Sectoral Dialogue Member Status with ASEAN.

Demonstrating its longstanding c to disar Under Sri Lanka's
Presidency at the Conference of Disarmament (CD) in January/February 2018, consensus
decision (CD 2119) was adopted to establish five subsidiary bodies related to the core
issues of CD Agenda, ending a stalemate that had existed for 22 years. Sri Lanka was also

elected by acclamation as Chair of the Meeting of State Parties on the Convention of Cluster
Munitions Meeting in March 2018.

With regard to promoting development in the fields of Science and Technology, the
Ministry has played a pivotal role in coordinating WIPO and CERN.

Taking note of the important contribution that our migrant workers make to the national
budget, the Ministry through its Permanent Missions in Geneva and New York was actively
involved with the Process of Global Compact on Migration that was adopted in December
2018, providing a voluntary governance framework for managing migration.

An important contribution that Sri Lanka has been making for over five decades is our
modest role in UN Peacekeeping efforts. Key among these devel is the deploy

to Mali, where some of our troops have made the ultimate sacrifice in the pursuit of global
peace and security.

Sri Lanka was also successful in its bid for election to the Intergover I Ci i
on Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of UNESCO for the term 2018 -
2022. Sri Lanka obtained 122 votes in support of its candidature.

As part of its Buddhist Diplomacy, under the leadership of President Sirisena Sri Lanka is
initiating an important diplomatic endeavour towards the Theravada Tripitakaya being
recognized as world heritage through registration in the UNESCO Memory of the World
Index , with the assistance of all the Buddhist countries in the world. This diplomatic effort
commenced with a dignified ceremony at the Dalada Maligawa in Kandy on 23 March 2019,
when President Maithripala Sirisena handed over the proposal seeking to declare the
Theravada Tripitaka, the sacred scripture of Buddhists, as a UNESCO World Heritage to the
UN Resident Coordinator in Sri Lanka, Hanaa Singer. This historic moment followed a week
of commemorative events nationally and throughout the network of Sri Lanka Missions
overseas, through which international awareness was created of this historic initiative.

Combating terrorism, other transnational crimes and the rise of violent extremism has
become an issue of global and regional concern to governments. The Foreign Ministry
together with other internal stakeholders is committed to sharing with the international
community Sri Lanka's experience and support regional and global efforts to counter this
global threat.

With a view to heightening cooperation relating to Combating terrorism, other
transnational crimes and the rise of violent extremism, in 2019 the Counter Terrorism
Unit in the Ministry has been revived to coordinate more closely between the defence, law
enforcement authorities, other relevant agencies and our missions abroad on counter
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In the sphere of Climate Change, Sri Lanka remains committed towards achieving the
goals set by the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the implementation of the 2030
Sustainable Development Agenda. During the recently concluded Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting (CHOGM) in London, Sri Lanka pledged to champion the Action Group
for the Restoration of Mangroves under the Commonwealth Blue Charter. The 18 meeting
of the State Parties to the CITES will be hosted by Sri Lanka this year. In this regard, the
Ministry continues to liaise with related local stakeholders and the CITES Secretariat on the
extensive preparations for the meeting

Sri Lanka's relations with the EU has continued on its upward trajectory in 2018 and in
the first few months of 2019. Regular dialogues have taken place under EU-SL Joint
Commission in January 2018 and February 2019 covering a wide array of issues. Sri Lanka
has also initiated dialogue with the EU on the increase of GSP+ concession utilization, so
that the facility could benefit all levels of exporters, and thereby contribute to the economic
growth of the country.

The Sri Lanka delegation led by H.E the President participated in the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) held in April 2018in London. The
Commonwealth Secretary General undertook her maiden visit to Sri Lanka from 1:to
4" August 2018 since assuming duties in 2016, The Commonwealth SecretaryGeneral has
commended Sri Lanka's initiatives under the Queen's Commonwealth Canopy (QCC) to
restore 10ha of forestland that was degraded due to conflict and natural disaster such as
droughts.

4. Bilateral Relations

Over the past few years, we embarked on an ambitious drive to strengthen significant
bilateral and regional relationships, which are detailed in my comprehensi

However, a main focus of the Ministry at present is in rationalizing and focusing on more
concerted diplomatic engagement with countries and regions that have not previously
enjoyed sufficient attention in Sri Lanka's foreign policy making, with a view to deriving
tangible results. In this regard, in 2019 the Ministry will particularly look to broadening
and deepening Sri Lanka's relations with the African and the Latin American and Caribbean
regions,

Global power is transitioning from the West to the East underpinned by the rise of the
Asian economies and Asia is being re-configured in terms of these transitions. The foremost
theatre of this transition is the Indian Ocean, which has emerged as one of the world’s
busiest and most critical trade corridors. The Ocean Affairs, Environment and Climate
Change division of the Foreign Ministry has been established to enhance specific foreign
policy focus in these areas. Under the leadership of Prime Minister Ranil Wicremasinghe,
the Ministry was instrumental in convening a track 1.5 dialogue titled “The Indian Ocean:
, Defining Our Future” in October 2018 with the participation of over 300 delegates from 40
Indian Ocean littoral states and major maritime users. We will be working towards a
Ministerial Conference in mid-2019 that aims at formalizing certain norms that have been
set during previous discussions. These efforts will not only contribute towards peace and

security in the Indian Ocean Region but will reaffirm Sri Lanka's position as a norm setting
stakeholder in the region with the ability to lead on issues of mutual interest.

5. Economic Affairs

The Economic Affairs Division of the Foreign Ministry launched the Economic Diplomacy
Programme (EDP) in mid-2018 by serving as a catalyst in promoting linkages between key
government institutions and the private sector r ponsible for trade, i tourism
and foreign employment, and Sri Lanka missions abroad. As documented in the publication
before you, this programme includes; setting economic indicators and performance targets
for missions in theeconomic promotion in selected markets; the Sri Lanka Foreign
Relations and Economic Diplomacy Dialogue for mid-career diplomats from selected
countries; and embarking on a number of pilot projects spanning a multitude of sectors, We
also envision public diplomacy being a tool used for better engagement with Overseas Sri
Lankans and a valuable asset in times of emergencies.

6. Public Diplomacy

The Ministry has also taken several initiatives to enhance its public outreach. As an initial
step, the Public Diplomacy Division of the Ministry is being revamped and strengthened
with additional resources and staff to be responsive to the current developments. With a
view to enhancing the skills of its personnel, especially of nineteen recently recruited
officers to the 5ri Lanka Foreign Service, a two-week Public Diplomacy training programme
was organized in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Press Institute in December 2018/
January 2019. The Ministry is in the process of developing a comprehensive Public
Diplomacy policy in the form of a manual that could be used by the Ministry and Sri Lanka
Missions overseas, particularly in effective public communications and use of recent social
media tools.

7. Policy Planning & Research

Identifying a serious lacuna in research based formulation of foreign policy, the Ministry
established the Policy Planning and Research Divisionin 2019, The objective of
establishing this division is to undertake research, provide analyses on issues of
contemporary global relevance, develop policy briefs on specific aspects of Sri Lanka's
foreign policy and undertake assessments of existing policies which would contribute to
the long term strategic planning of the Foreign Ministry. In the short to medium term, the
Policy Planning and Research Division will also work towards formulating a Foreign Policy
White Paper. This is expected to be an all-enc ing policy stat with an
actionable timeframe. It would involve all key stakeholders in foreign policy coming

terrorism and counter crime initiatives. This includes most importantly, coordi i
efforts to continue the proscription of the LTTE as a terrorist organization by foreign
governments. In this context, the Ministry has continued its dialogue with the European
Union (EU) on counter-terrorism measures, including providing input towards the EU's
review of proscribed terrorist organizations.

together and for ing a coh action plan that would deliver the optimum returns to
the people of Sri Lanka in the international sphere.

The Policy Planning and R h Division of the Foreign Ministry also works in close
cooperation with the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute of International Relations and
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Strategic Studies (LKI) and the Bandaranaike International Diplomatic Training Institute
(BIDTI).

8. Human Rights

Finally, with respect to our continuing engagement on Human Rights, as | have just
returned from Geneva after attending the 40t session of the UN Human Rights Council, |
am mindful that all my colleagues would want to hear of the outcome of our engagements.
As you know, | was accompanied to the session by my Parliamentary colleague Dr. Sarath
Amunugama, Governor of the Nothern Province Dr. Suren Raghavan, and senior officials
including Foreign Secretary Ravinatha Aryasinha, Additional Solicitor General Nerin Pulle,
Sri Lanka's Permanent Representative in Geneva Ambassador ALA Azeez and Deputy
Permanent Representative Samantha Jayasuriya. On the sidelines of the HRC, | also had the
opportunity to engage bilaterally with the High Commissioner for Human Rights Madam
Michelle Bachelet, Director General of the UN Office in Geneva Mr. Michael Moller, foreign
Ambassadors and Representatives of UN Agencies in Geneva.

As the country concerned, Sri Lanka had the opportunity to respond to the update of the
Office of the High Commissioner (OHCHR) on Sri Lanka to the Council. | shared the
significant progress made by Sri Lanka in ensuring human rights since 2017. The advances
in the general human rights situation in Sri Lanka were commended in the High
Commissioner’s Report (A/HRC/40/23) and also by member countries that joined the
interactive dialogue.l also reiterated Sri Lanka's commitment to achieve reconciliation and
the steps taken to pursue truth, justice, reparations and guarantees of non-recurrence.

In my address to the Human Rights Council and subsequently in a meeting we had with the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, | raised our concerns with
regard to certain erroneous information contained in her report with regard to the Mannar
mass graves and the release of lands held by the military in the North and the East. | urged
her of the importance of engaging closely with the relevant local institutions and
independent bodies including the National Human Rights Commission in verifying facts on
the ground.

While reconfirming Sri Lanka's firm commitment to achieve reconciliation and promoting
human rights as already undertaken by Sri Lanka in the Council as a responsible member of
the international community, through our response to the OHCHR Report and co-

p ship of the Resolution this year, we were also able to recalibrate the dynamics of
our engagement and emphasize that transitional justice processes will be guided by the
parameters set out in my statement, and firmly grounded in the Constitution of Sri Lanka
and the domestic legal framework.

At this session Sri Lanka co-sponsored resolution 40/L.1 mandating an extension of two
years until March 2021 to implement commitments undertaken in Resolution 30/1. In my
statement to the Council | stressed the importance of 40/L.1 being fully owned by Sri
Lanka. | explained the spirit in which Sri Lanka co-sponsored the resolution this year, as
we did twice previously. We have no illusions on the political, legal and social barriers that

have to be surmounted. Sri Lanka's co-sponsorship of this year's Resolution assures to all
stakeholders, the Sri Lankan society at large, and to our interlocutors outside the country,
that we will continue to move forward within the stated parameters, with a view to the
ensure eventual closure of this issue.

Hon Speaker,

Firmly based on the foremost tenet of our foreign policy of "Friendship with all; enmity
with none”, my Ministry has taken considered efforts in the past years to advance the above
outlined interests through a global network of relationships ranging from the East to the

West, as well as through engagement with multilateral bodies, including the United
Nations,

In conclusion, the Ministry will continue to conduct its foreign rel in an independent,
forthright and non-aligned manner to promote and safeguard Sri Lanka's interests abroad
as well as protect Sri Lanka's national interest, sovercignty and identity. These
fundamental and crucial elements complement the goal of working towards greater
prosperity for the country and the people of Sri Lanka,

Thank you.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 80,800,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,500,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 11,724,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 11,724,000,000 for Head 112,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 751,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 751,500,000, for Head 112,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Gssvey epur 417,600,000
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afleorr all(Qéasliul B shmsesTaTaTiILL L 5.

sty 322, pBlapsfgssllin 02, cpevgers GFevey
9L susnewtullest LGSWTS @) (hHad UL eweruil_ Ll L g;.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 268,310,000, for Head 159,

Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
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Head 159, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 417,050,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 417,050,000, for Head 159,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 159, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 483,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 483,000,000, for Head 159,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 159, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 203.- DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 183,960,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 183,960,000, for Head 203,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 203, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 51,885,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 51,885,000, for Head 203,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 203, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 284.- DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,190,600,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,190,600,000, for Head 284,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 284, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 701,200,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 701,200,000, for Head 284,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 284, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 294.- DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL
GARDENS

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 434,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 434,000,000 for Head 294,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 294, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 681,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 681,500,000, for Head 294,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 294, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 322. - DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL BOTANICAL
GARDENS

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 417,600,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 417,600,000, for Head 322,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 322, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 431,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 431,700,000, for Head 322,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 322, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 6.46 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Wednesday, 27th
March, 2019.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

There has to be an extension of half-an-hour.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

That we will discuss at the Party Leaders’ Meeting
tomorrow. Today, we will go till 7.30 p.m.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
MUIJIBUR RAHUMAN took the Chair.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.29 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 27h March, 2019 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 0%h March, 2019.
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