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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the
Chair.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Bewd, B8 o1 BE IO, 00 ¢@e@imsn®e 99
SBm yBeB, 9bSm »Ogn, OD ©wed BI® o
YOG DBD), RO BT @DEID), DaFBwe yney o
Beygomo w0805 699 0wedn WOYD HOBR®.

®G Lesvd eadidr Swm
(omevwsrLll@ FHCerrey @ 6emreuiHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Member?

@G Lexld endiRsy Qwmo

(oreryllg HCBewreig @ snreuigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Deputy Speaker referred to a Report in relation
to some incidents that took place within the-

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

What 1 thought was, once you see the Report, to
discuss it at the Party Leaders’ Meeting. That is the best
way, is it?

@ Levld endiRs Swmo

(oreryllg HCBewreig @ enreuigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

You can discuss and thereafter make a decision.

@O0 QNGBS

(oredTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, we can discuss once we see the Report.

@G Les¥d eadids ®wmo

(omevsryLll@ FCerreiy @ 6mreuiHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Because, we are interested in the Rights of the
Members of Parliament -

@O DIBNBHD O
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

That is right.

@G Les¥d eadids ®wmo

(orerlle HCeeag @snrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Yesterday, the Hon. Prime Minister agreed that we
should not allow our Privileges to be handed over to the
police.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I have not gone to the police, some of the Members
have gone to the police.

O Lexvd endiRm Swmo

(oressryflg SCevras @ swrouTHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Our MPs have been called by the police. They have
been asked to come in relation to the Report of the
Deputy Speaker. We have not read it.

OO QBB O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

No, not on that.

O Lexvd eadim Swmo

(oressryflg SCevras @ swrouiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Until then Sir, the rights of all MPs should be
protected.

We are under the Privileges Act. Please! I am not
requesting for anything else. You can make any inquiry.
You, the Privileges Committee and all that, can make
any decision. But when the Report is released in this
manner, the public knows, but the MPs are unaware of the
Report. Will it be given now? Will it be distributed to
all?

OO DOIBNBDHR O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

It will be tabled today. And, there has been a separate
investigation, on that I have no role. That happened
because two of your MPs have complained against me to
the police and they have taken a statement from me also.

O Lesvd endiRn Swmo
(oressryifl@ SCevreig @ swrouisHeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
No, not on that, Sir. Sorry!

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

They are two seperate issues.

©G Loty endidm Swmo

(orevr fl@ HCBesrey @ 6vTeumHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

A complaint made against the Hon. Speaker, that is
not the issue on which they are being questioned. We are
going into a debate unnecessarily. I raised this issue
because it involves the rights of the MPs.

OO QBB
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Definitely.

©0 Lesvd endddn Swmo

(orevsryifl@ SBevreis @ swroursHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

But if you say that our Members can be summoned by
the police for an incident within the Chamber, then our
Privileges have no meaning. You have to protect the
Privileges and the Rights that have been enshrined to
Members of Parliament and the House first.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreT Ll @ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Some of them have given statements. We will discuss
this matter at the Party Leaders' Meeting. 1 take your
point.

@G Lesvd endids Swmo

(oreryllg HCBewreig @sntouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

You have to make a very clear decision on this on
which the Hon. Prime Minister agreed yesterday when
our delegation headed by the Leader of the Opposition
met him.

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

On the police inquiry he is aware. He told me this
morning also that he did not want to intervene on those
issues. That is why I said that the best thing is to discuss
this at the Party Leaders’ Meeting.

@G Les¥d @eadidr ®wm

(omevsrLll@ FHCerreiy @ 6mreuiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, I think we should have a special meeting on this.

B0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, we will do that.

@G Levld endiRs Bwmo

(oreryllg HCBewreig @ enrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

We can have a Party Leaders’ Meeting before
proceeding with this in any manner.

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

No, we table it today.

®0 9e8.8. 8ewm Owmo

(orenTfl@ ster.LN. FFrprids)

(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)

OO DOIBNGHROB, @0 OF copy OO ecsin.

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@D, @emo. @¢ table meo. I 08. a¢ table mSxyDa.

@S (§0D08w) DBIER QeDEDD Swmo
(orer Ll (H0THI) LibSHIeV Gsvreuiger)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHD Do
(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWST Sjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

B3z, @O goD8wn®s.

@G (89028w3) ABTIER wOERD Swmo

(oressryfl@ (HVTHF) UbBSIV GsnTouTgewr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
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(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma - State Minister of
Mahaweli Development and Environment)
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OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

© O DSywe WBYOD BDGDa. @¢ © BDed I»&.

©C (§0028w) DBTER QewDERD Bwmo
(omessTyifl @ (SOTHF) LbBSIV GenTouigeor)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

OO DN n®A, CID om0 8®0d 95350017 -

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

OO DONEDROB, BRSO gud ¢B88. e® OFOS
225 @¢50® R0 ¢BHE.

OO DOIBNBDHR o
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)

@O0 DOTNBDROB, VIS WSIBNBGHOSWB ®SBO
By BB@O® 2:8Eed@xin mOgn 8EAc »B8Qed & ¢8 0®
ydme BENeD womdd mSE. god 8Eednn OFOs sy
0@ Vews’, ©8Eed®xsn (ACHE W DIYe) s
Beadmrdn oy, & ne 9ceon a8 0® yadmw BEICD »o
»0g.

OO DAIBNBHD Do

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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@G 9.3, Besznwm Owmo
(omessryifl@ sterv. L. Flerprinds)

(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)

©2038w0 8Ee®sTnD0 O s .

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6ir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oressrfl@ wadlbhs rregLFas - Tidbs_d 1psHeveur)
(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa - Leader of the Opposition)
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@O0 QBNWD O
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(orewiflg wanfhs rreusas)

(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)
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OO DOIBTNBHR O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

RO BwsIn.

OC O8sTe Grxsesate Owmo

(wrerflE wanlbs rregusas)

(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies, Economic  Affairs, Resettlement and
Rehabilitation,  Northern  Province  Development,
Vocational Training and Skills Development and Youth
Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

() the number of unemployed graduates in the
Sabaragamuwa Province at present;

(ii)) the above-mentioned figure, separately on

the Dbasis of Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions;
(iii) the number of graduates from the

Sabaragamuwa Province who received
employment up to now from the time that
the present Good Governance Government
came to power; and

(iv) the steps that will be taken by the Ministry
to provide public and private sector
employment  opportunities to  other
unemployed graduates too?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Disaster Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the value of foreign aid received by Sri
Lanka to provide relief to the people
affected by the floods that occurred in the
Island in May 2017;

(i) whether he will present a categorization of
aid and other goods so received by Sri
Lanka separately;

(iii)) the districts in which such aid was
distributed; and

(iv) the volume of goods distributed in each
such district, separately?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

OO OB O FIBED v

(orenrfl@ Swhs S HeTTSVSHS5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

B0 DONIWROA, G »8mEm Wi ganee
DEOIDO T ¢RI eDNEDST & OO ydmLO 8EnJ
G @eDn.

(a) (1) @w¢ gDENOME Besmd wif D) B5yNd 6O
C 2O s Bedn Casrwsy Hr S8L Bed@w
005y OB sBme daews’ ee¢dm
soBewnddm woedd) (@ IO, Hcd®) o
Co¢Bm D@ BCWI LY OB Do)
(90 80, esr»yeddl O1B) I e NS

el 1w D350 wewsy ezed.
(i) oo
08 emond :1@e® 01 @853 ¢sed.

(i) 2017 8 @0 DS @esc &DEedE (2017
OB @ 80 2017 gevdedn 31 ¢00) c@e
Sedniind ¢ndsl 2&hs oCmO®DoEY o
BB YB35 B8BsY O8sT 06 93wy WSH)
C¢ 9G8R 8¢5® WmOensy & B ®o O
gosgy gOEeDE wo @Y ©gd 2017 D8se
e B § goscr @D0DE @1e3¢dd xS §
eI w0 Coss g ©dn e®®
HBNRC A @¢B CL.

O® emond :1§a® 02 853 ¢sed.
(iv) ©® em0nd ¢ a&ew® 02 987 ¢Fed.
& Sew® wwinn* »HI8

(40) 1 3 E..

@6 (e00exs) »HEBT¢ swBedes Onmo

(et flg (eugdlu srEH) paflbs uiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)

O DOTNEDROB, OO0 I OB ©S @RS
e®® gnd YE»®W 0w MOBIH @(B8. 2017 &8 wwed
8¢ §em ¢Srem ®o DEsY B N0 8 § $539000 DIe Eao
2008 yodn VeV D BB 8¢ § qwihdmm® B¢
Dm0 DRI BedmDr. OO DINO 9e8ur mosIm®, 2019
@80T 24 DB e YOTBHO BOE 2edBown @wmo
B8sY Bwo Beam, "IHEs ®-Ond ww OBIE gdmRD"
Bus B8s. Sedversl® Smyd, d9enes 8w gond®x
@ PeuEd Du® e gwIhdemwed G ©dDD
Soymded ¢ oOE o @8 B8ews’ 988sx WO
Bodmroo.

* gedmmeed D .
* preflewsiSslel) eneudsLiLL (Hlerengy.
* Placed in the Library.



915 ZlelelclCka 1) 916

[061 (eedexs) mrEx¢ swBde ©wma]

& Ded® ofmyd aBedm 8Gn oEmO® BB 9.8.
cetdd0 BEadenmyst Beadmd, & 9@ BEind Du® ecord
80 020008, »O Dud® HeZNODE ©® @wIICEH®
8BID 00 Beamrdw Becs. 00N D), BDOHO
JCTBwE PodBs oC®»O® omObweds DB
G0 HI®O CB § Bymdn 9uIm @0. & @enddensd
©B®ITVO VYY) 5(8wB »J Bedmd. ¢z’ e@em 8cdx
gew0la0 e mHOB, Bow w9 edugdEO 8g @DdD HIBWO
edHed 0538 nuledsOn wdwd molery 5y BB, DI
DeEGD0 O GO BEWBOIw B8 nOB o® Od¢ 8¢
WOBTesY. wBw 8 e Y el ODVDICHO D& O
WS OB @D Beamdr. & E5mdd e® ©PEdo
@00 DO o 8O wewr @@ mBDowWwed DWW
@wW§ DD B @ @105y 9E s 83)00.

O OBBID WO IBED Dm0

(oreryLll@ swhs &HaTTSeVE5E5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OO DOINBDROB, ON® By WIdmed ©® wHBLE
Bedmn. g8 csimd, ged 2dhEmdc 8O» J¥ed
BEBeonys ¢® «® oRg Bedn 0. Om €v endE
ecor ©dlwmO »nOB ozl wistesy. Em  ged
200 ewd edE) Bedmn. e® mdemwe g8 ©d;
$OBR@ed gDWDHBO 6wl HSOTHO.

OO OTEROA, VIR 9FEY @mMSNT &8 oD WS
BeadmrDr. VWemI® @ oG Bedmdr. DOHOID
ooy SHHYBHOCOD Sod®d qiad edcy d38s VRO
@I ¢ OB YOOI,

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@cB eRew® ESHAG.

Bewo, ydm» gom 5 - 234/'18 - (1), ©6; @dI8&m B©B
Bedos) OGNS w - [wow 0bvw ne 92.]

g@dm gom 6 - 250/'18 - (1), ®S; @8.68. 8® ewd@sIm
QeeEmS O5IFH®o.

@0 8. 98, 8g® cewmsID e OV
(oreryLfl@ )i 6TID. LGLD 2 FWEFTHS GTEFST)
(The Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera)
OO DOIBNGHROA, B8 & ydme gums.

OO OB WO FIBED w0

(oreT L@ SWhs &HaTTSeVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OO0 ®OBNGWROB, Boow, 9EABO ww woSwaBm
DO GLIBH® eDMEDST & O® yE»Hwd B8EnC 2®
wcwo 8 e WE 9EC B350,

g & Enm 9E8en’ BERO Bowlw mom GE.
]SITTEW6U 10D CYDT (1 BIVTEBID FIOTLILIGHE HL L DU _11011" 1.
Question ordered to stand down.

O 8. 98. 8O Ee@sI® emedHS Dvmo
(omessTyfl@ ST 6TID. LIGLD & FWEFTHS &HTEFHT)
(The Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera)
OO DANINBHDOB, OB RIHS0-

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@0 OER®, OO & Wmen 2@IBBOCWO e WEH.
I BOEnd ecw 05y, @8 O100C0 ¢, [P Bio] ©®
OR®0 0w WO Bedsien’. ¢8 D@OED «§.

g@d@m gom 7 - 326/'18 - (1), ©; 9wot 5@y @5 5@o -

[ees @8 ne 2y».]

gd® gom 8 - 354/'18 - (1), oo S.05.08. »HBY

OTER® - [wew 0bvw ne 2%».]

gad® gom 9 - 395/'18 - (1), ©o @esdn HORced
OBIB®0 - [wen 0bws ne 2».]

gdm gom 10 - 404/'18 - (1), ©5; Dogged® BymNWE S
OBIB®0 - [wen oS ne 2».]

O® Wedy wiwem BHHRC s&w BOY
B0® Bwine : Bednd
Seremeu Gleuaflassar 2 gallwmert Lgeaidss e
Gumiiigr ufswe: eflurid

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION HELD FOR POST OF SURVEY
FIELD ASSISTANT: DETAILS

418/°19

11.06{ ®8& ecimed Ovmo

(omessrLyifl @ sriflesf] Qevmrds @ Gas)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)

Q80O @ 8Eed®sTn yBw-dmien g@imn@iensy ey
gdme - (1) :

(2) (i) & g 8Beds ecelined®sined Om®
Wedy wniwm noRd wew 2017 d&sed?

506 Sovwn OB IO ¢BIesic;

(i) ©® Bwovews’ wOFHOST emBsY L end wewo
DEDIOT €302500 EWRIDEHE;

(i) yNeED s aw OB B¢ YoE emsOHE;

(1v) 90 yneEd cCEPTlees’ O;P® wHedy
50 B0 W § Cowo Recdoy
@lmed®n00 Ay o 3002500
@I,

V) e P andst ed® evnEas 83
83002500 @B,

(Vi) »0o Bvmwewsy w@x 8 gynend gdwst O
a0 dflee wew  ACDIeem BN B
gdocws’ wewr sd® R 0 WOy
wosiesie;

(Vi) e 0Be® 6Sdewsy WSO ;O
Wedy wwem D0 wew D OO
BOWR WS @B O ¢BIesIE;



917

2019 o508 22 918

(vill) >0 Bwinews 8OO gned ey eI
@505 3@ CO5Y @IV wsY
©clnedsind oy cCIm 938 8Bwdd
mOede;

WBIB) O @8O 5D cx¥OsIesIe?

(20) oedeE »®, S @sie?

Srewt] WwHMID UTTTEBTD WNIFTNLIL ) eDFFnTd
Gal_Lailer:

(9(i) Gemens Booarmens  SlepeTdbsarsslet

(=

Ijememeu Gleusfldsser o gallwrert LgHals6lsesT
2017 gew® Gurigl uflews BLSSU
Ul L ewg jeui WleuTyT 6TedTLISNS W|LD;

(i) @uufiepauilsv FAglwew L_pgeuisaflev
uih A& BT Caiggis6lamerarts Ll L eui
SH6IMl6dT 6T6vIT6Is1d6m > 6T6MEUETE)EUEITLIEN S U|LD;

(iii) vuPAsCHeT el i’ L CsTens sTeususT
GleustTLIEN H W|LD;

(iv) Gupuy vulpd CQubpeuisally  ememeu
Qeusflgser o sallwrert ugailse @obiens
Blovgeneneald  FlewewTdhsasS D@ — Caidgid
Q& reirenLiLIL L suiaerlsdT sTevsTamstldhend wrTelgeir
LIs»SU|LD;

(v) vlpdl Qubmeuiseflsd mBlwwerd GUDTHeuT
S6IMl6dT 6T6v0T6Is 1 d6m > 6T6M6UETE)EUEITLIEN S U|LD;

(vi) Guriigt i _swFullsv ASSLCLHL
uulpfeww  Wiysg  SHFLWD  CFTIHeIdE
G156\ S TETOTLILIL THUTHEHSHE  HIUILDESTLD
Qupmis CasTELUSDE BLeugdsams G
Q& TeTemILIBILOT 6TEITLIEN SU|LD;

(Vii) o Gaiiiy Ligpe»DeHEG LDLUTS SjeTeney
QeueflEser o gallwrert ugeidse GFidgids
Q& Teiteugs @ BLsugdhemns Gmolsrereriiu’ L
QBSTLIENS U HWIUTTT 6TETLIENSULD;

(viii ) Gumigr ufl sweuflsd AsHwevL_bg LuNhHAS

HTHG Qs MeyCFiiwiiu_rg aflevsresoriiLs
ST 6T Qg rLiurs BlewESBTEHETLD
sT(h% &6 siTem BL_GUIG HENSBH6T Wwiremey
GwetTLIEN B W|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLid@ Smlalliiryr?

) @)ssT@msv, 76877

asked the Minister of Lands and Parliamentary
Reforms:

(@)

Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that a
competitive examination was held in 2017
for the post of Survey Field Assistant of
Department of Survey of Sri Lanka;

(ii)) the number enrolled for training, out of
those who passed the said examination;

(iii)  the fee charged for the training;

(iv) the number recruited to Department of
Survey of Sri Lanka for the post of Survey

Field Assistant, out of those who received
the training;
(v) the number that has not received

appointments, out of those who were
trained;

(vi) whether action will be taken to grant
appointments to those who have not been
recruited after passing the examination and
undergoing the training;

(vii)  whether he is aware of the fact that action
had been taken to recruit for the post of
Survey Field Assistant, outside the
recruitment procedure; and

(viii)  the future measures that will be taken by
the Department regarding the applicants
who were not selected for training after
passing the competitive examination?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power, Energy and Business
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the steps taken to implement the policy of
the Government to convert the National
Grid of Sri Lanka into a Smart Grid;

(i) whether steps have been taken to develop a
roadmap for a Smart Grid; and

(iii) whether he is satisfied with the success of
that programme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - State Minister of Finance)
@01 ®ONEHROB, GeE W BHHDs @O n®
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(a) (i) v Deedd ¢ g} 888 Em AED 0C
(v) Guily osfPaussr  apeod  Gwilés s8dedew nEg g0 068 D1OWIC GeE
QLrevmLeir spriiiHewssullsy epumuilest 6Lmiog) o0 Bsehw 6 gl gm0, §ddc 04mT
o wireuewL_bGIeTensT — Hevevg eTpFfwenL i 208 OB 23 g1,
SIETETSIT, 2850w Sudmow
Vi) 2018y ; : i i
(vi) > G  lipd  opsbey G 9ec 02907 | 201472015 arend®
wrrg,ggﬂsv epuTallsst  Gumg  efpFAwenL b P
powde  USlpre  pravubisd  opFA L 20142015 gB8em qesg®
UL L eDLD STTERTLONS W LDbHSIETOTST,
2015 grenge
(vii) @erGmev, D& TEIT & MTTESTLD WITS);
8 e, G0 o 2016 ¢1eg®
. . . . ”
STETLIENS Sjsui (B)FFenLId@ mlailimyr? 3017 aienio
( =) @T@meD, sreir?
) @)D 2018 grenge
asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media: 208 g1259® | 2015 g1€590
(a) Will he inform this House- 2016 areng®
(i) the number of instances .that prlntmg_of valid 20162017 Giesg®
currency notes and minting of the coins were
made in Sri Lanka since year 2015 to date; 2017/2018 queng®

(ii)  the reasons led for such printing and minting;

(iii) whether the value of the money so printed / (i) 1949 g 58 com e BB smoent 49 05 D0sIBEO
minted at. different instances will be stated ImP O50es Sl Bms BBe® 66O gBBn wo
separately; 2808w § o v Aemd wn 0. OB, od@n

(iv) whether the advantage or the disadvantage on @;32@5?@@;?2@;’ 568%@‘?2,@5 %@a’g@“&b &g §Owd

s . 3 [SiSionlera el NS o [Glapk I ZHIS @B
the 1cour£[ry § economy by d01ng so will be SODeOD W® § Comn O emd wr DOROA.
cxplamned, Sotd B¢, OpOms §oE ©2dOg W B @Y
(v) the manner that the rupee value got fluctuated BBe0E, Busn gdE® wv 4rg DBedy § comn @
vis-a-vis the value of US Dollar due to that; DR Y BOEH 6m® SOV ¢ ©E@ D CLod.
. an® 80 GG @509 wo 08 wewe O Lwessd
(vi)  whether the new printing/ minting has been a CCR :Epedsin WO Cf YR®m® ¥ YOIOSY
p g X ¥
cause for the fall of the rupee value in April 029D A0 oud wrlesS B8, § comr v VWD
and May of 2018; and o3 W BE gBebm greng® B o CAE.
(vii) if not so, the causes? (i)  #Ge® 018 ¢ a.
(b) Ifnot, why?
Annex I
New currency notes printing orders placed by Central Bank of Sri Lanka
2014/2015 additional
e 018 2017 2016 2015 T 2014/2015 order
Value
B Val tity | Face Value | Quantity | Face Value | Quantity | Face Value | Quantity | Face Value | Quantity | Face
Dmo(:l:; - ((2::::3 F:li: m:::.‘)le (()r::l;)c:’)' (.Ict: mn) | (mnpes)| (Rsmn) [ (mnpes)| (Rsmn) | (mn pes)| (Rsmn) | (mnpes) | (Rsmn.)
5,000 5.0 25,000 25.0 125,000 35.0 175,000 35.0 175,000 10.0 50,000 5.0 25,000
1,000 - - - - 140.0 140,000 15.0 15,000 - - - -
500 55.0 27,500 20.0 10,000 55.0 27,500 150 7,500 - : 7.5 3,750
100 [ 1100 11,000 | 1100 11,000 |  105.0 10,500 50.0 5,000 - - 52.5 5,250
so| 250 1,250 85.0 4,250 20.0 1,000 - 5 20.0 1,000 20.0 1,000
20 75.0 1,500 85.0 1,700 95.0 1,900 5.0 100 30.0 600 50.0 1,000
Total | 270.0 66,250 | 3250 151,950 | 450.0 355,900 | 120.0 202,600 60.0 51,600 |  135.0 36,000
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New coins minting orders placed by Central Bank of Sri Lanka

Order

2017/2018 2016/2017 2016 2015

Denomination

Quantity
mn

10

375

Face Value | Quantity | Face Value | Quantity | Face Value | Quantity | Face Value
(Rs mn.) (mn (Rs mn.) (mn (Rs mn.) (mn mn.)

5

230

3,750 145 1,450 115 1,150 100 1,000
1,150 135 675 40 200 -

2

175

350 40 80 25 50

1

190

190 75 75

Total

970

5,440 395 2,280 180 1,400 100 1,000

[0@® &85 ® gednmced ¢ &) ¢».]
(855 B)swswriiry pred plensviiSBleh ewauddsLiL Glarsnsy]
[This annex is also placed in the Library.]
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REMOVAL OF SAND DUNE UNDER UPPARU

BRIDGE: DETAILS
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S|eMEBSLILIBIOT 6TESTLISNS W|LD;
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(iv) Gupuiy T S W6V BdHEHUSETTE) DpHMmI
BT GODhS STSI0 DI HHD SL6D B (HLD
HOLUILSTE BlHupd  waHTeusd  Hhisnds  [HiTlev
SLVBT HVBGD 6TETLINS 6JDHMIdE\ET6iTeumTym

6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

(v) @uuresglesr  oquild  wewred Loy
Qs rLiipHgI Guh s msirertiLi(h&lsTms T
6TEITLIENS U |LD;

Sjeui @)dFewus@ Mlaliirrr?
( B) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies, Economic  Affairs, Resettlement and
Rehabilitation, Northern  Province  Development,
Vocational Training and Skills Development and Youth
Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House the name of the person
who granted the licences and on whose
recommendation the licences have been issued to
a private businessman to remove the sand dune
that has been naturally created by sea waves under
the

Upparu Bridge, which is one of the three bridges
situated at the place where the Mahaweli river
joins the sea?

(b) Will he also inform this House-

(1)  whether it is mentioned in the report of the
Geological Survey and Mines Bureau that
this sand dune which is made up of both
sea sand and river sand and is deposited
near the supporting pillars of the Upparu
Bridge should be removed,

(i) whether it can be assured that the
supporting pillars of Upparu Bridge or their
existence will not be affected by the
removal of sand in that manner;
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(iii) whether it is accepted the use of sand
removed from that place for construction
work directly;

(iv) whether it is admitted that the water in
Mahaweli river may be mixed with
seawater all the time due to the fact of
seawater being added to the river water
when the water level in the river is lower, as
a result of removing the aforesaid sand

dune; and

(v) whether sand mining will be done under
this bridge continuously?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

(a) Is he aware that-

(i) recruitments have been made for 980
vacancies stating that the results of the Sri
Lanka Education Administrative Service
Examination of 2016 were released; and

(i) however, at least, the results sheets have not
yet been sent to the rest of the applicants
who sat for this examination and there is no
possibility to obtain results even on
internet?

(b) Will he inform this House whether measures will

be taken to recruit the qualified individuals based
on the existing vacancies, having taken steps to
release the rest of the results after inquiring the
matter?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:
(a) Will he inform this House-

(1) the volume of unsettled public debt from
2015, up to now in relation to each year,
separately;

(ii) that volume, the volume of local debt;
(iii)  whether he will present it as a percentage;
(iv)  the volume of foreign debt;

(v) whether he will present it as a percentage;

(vi) if the volume of debt has increased over the
years, the reasons for it; and

(vii) the steps the Government intends to take to
control this situation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.

@O0 QBNWD O
(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

CRI® YR @wILEBN.

@G 67 WRO Bwm (BHOS BEHO, BE ®BIED Y
ceed NS85 §@rm5n®)

(oressryfl meyll andd - BHrd S LB 6V, BT euphISED
LHMID 2wt Heval ewLodair)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning, Water
Supply and Higher Education)

Sir, before that, I rise to a point of Order.

@O0 QBNWD) o

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We are already behind time, Hon. Minister.

@G 63 HBRO Owm

(revrLifl@ eyt amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

No, no. I am not taking time. This is regarding the

Vote of Condolence. Sir, we all are going to the mosque.
If this goes on, then it is all right.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We will be continuing after lunch interval.

@G 693 HRO Owmo
(wrehrLfl@ poys andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

I hope this will be continued.

OO QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, we will continue. We will stop at 12.30 p.m, for

lunch, start at 1.30 p.m and go ahead. We are already
close to 12 noon.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. JM. ANANDA
KUMARASIRI] in the Chair.
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@G 0G5 RO Owmo (DHOS WYV, ¥R 8dBeH ©Y
ceed L5y ¢ S)
(oreryflg meylt andid - Bard S L, BT eupBIsed
WwHmIb 2 Wi sevall jeMLFe)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning, Water
Supply and Higher Education)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we are paying tribute to three
Members of Parliament today in this Condolence Motion.
First among them is the late (Hon.) A.H.M. Azwer.

The name, A.H.M. Azwer, to those who knew him
was synonymous with Parliamentary practice and
Parliamentary traditions. I had the privilege of being the
Presiding Member for six years in the Parliament in my
first entry. Sir, during those times, Mr. A.H.M. Azwer
was known to me as someone who would ad nauseum
raise points of Order to no end - to the point that the Chair
would get irritated with him. He had this rare knack of
keeping on, persisting in his position until the Chair
virtually lost its cool and was almost considering
expelling him from the House. He would know the exact
moment at which the Chair would lose its patience and
quickly sit down, so denying the pleasure to the Chair of
throwing Mr. Azwer out. Such was Mr. Azwer’s ability in
interrupting Proceedings in Parliament. That was all in
the cause of his Party, in the cause of the politics for
which he came into this House.

He had this rare distinction of being originally a
disciple of those giants of this House like Dr. N.M.
Perera, Dr. Colvin R. De Silva, Hon. Robert
Gunawardena and many others who had been
representing this House on behalf of the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party. Thereafter, he joined the United National
Party and was known to be someone who would be very
close to several leaders of the United National Party. He
was so with President J.R. Jayewardene, thereafter with
President Premadasa, President Wijetunga and even with
the current Leader, the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe. Fate
had it that he in his twilight years joined the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, became a loyal supporter of the former
President, Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa. Whoever he joined,
he would defend them to the hilt. Such was his
characteristic.

As far as the Muslim community in this country is
concerned, he would be known as someone who fought
for the cause of his community within this Chamber and
outside. I still remember the all Ceylon Muslim
Educational Conference that conducts its monthly
meetings in the Zahira College, Colombo. He was a
product of Zahira College, Colombo and in these
meetings at the All Ceylon Muslim Educational
Conference, Mr. Azwer was a member who would
unfailingly attend every meeting. He would take up the
cause of Muslim education in every such forum and in
this Chamber and outside with the Ministers of Education
and the Ministers of Higher Education.

Sir, he was also wearing many hats - as a journalist, as
a commentator and as an artist. He would be a member of
a variety of different organizations, various non-
governmental organizations which promoted the cause of
his community. The Moors’ Islamic Cultural Home, the
All Ceylon Moors Association, the All Ceylon Muslim
League Youth Front, then the Sri Lanka Muslim Media
Forum and the All Ceylon Young Men's Muslim
Association Conference, in a variety of different
organizations, in every event, he would be someone who
would be present there.
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His loss is very much felt by the community since he
was someone who would fight for the cause of the
downtrodden, who would take up even the cause of
unknown entities who would come and approach him for
help. He was someone who never could enrich himself
with anything but by loyal service to his people.

Today, it is my privilege to participate in this
Condolence Motion and pay tribute to Mr. Azwer. To us,
he was known as "incorrigible Mr. Azwer", but he is an
"inimitable Mr. Azwer". 1 do not think there could be
another Mr. Azwer in this Chamber. Be it a friend or a foe
within the Chamber, but outside the Chamber, with such
comradery, with such wit and repartee he would conduct
himself. This House is much poorer by his absence and
that is what I would say in tribute to one of our colourful
Parliamentarians who adorned this House.

Now, let me also say a few words about the late Hon.
P.S. Soosaithasan. Mr. Soosaithasan was a Member
representing the Tamil United Liberation Front who
entered Parliament representing the Mannar District for a
period of four to five years. Perhaps, in the period of 1977
to 1983, the period in which the late Mr. A.
Amirthalingam was the Opposition Leader of this House.
The Members of the TULF faced many difficulties during
that period. That was a period in which the famous Sixth
Amendment pushed the Members of Parliament outside
the House. They lost their membership in the House; most
of them had to seek refuge in Tamil Nadu in Southern
India; most of their leaders one by one were getting
attacked and eliminated by the armed forces that had
taken control of the Northern Province. Mr. Soosaithasan
remained a non-controversial politician but who would
always stand up for the cause of the Federal Party. He
started his career as a Teacher and ended up as a Charted
Accountant of repute. I believe he was also a partner of
Ford Rhodes Thronton and Company and his ability as an
accountant finally enabled him or rather made him
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee in the years
of J.R. Jayewardene’s rule. A Chartered Accountant
Chairing the Public Accounts Committee was indeed a
big boon to the Committee’s work. He told me in his later
years that he would always be questioning not the normal
audit but would want value for money audit to be the
criteria which the deliberations of the Public Accounts
Committee must focus on. Subsequently, when some of
us became Chairmen of that Committee, the tutelage we
had from people of his calibre was so useful.

I would pay my tribute to Mr. Soosaithasan as
someone who had contributed immensely to the course of
public oversight over public finance; the oversight of this
House over public finance by being a renowned member
and a Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.

May I also add a few words about the late Hon.
Jinadasa Niyathapala who himself was also a very
colourful politician who had also been at a time the
General Secretary of the United National Party, one of the
largest and the oldest Parties in this country.

The late Hon. Niyathapala was a member representing
the electorate of Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte.  He, I
believe, was also a member of the Colombo Municipal
Council and also a member of the then Sri
Jayewardenepura Kotte, Urban Council. Thereafter, he
was the Opposition Leader of the Urban Council, Sri
jayewardenepura Kotte. The Hon. Jinadasa Niyathapala
was also, like the Hon. A.H.M. Azwer, a journalist and a
man of repute who would defend his Party and his cause
to the hilt in this House and outside.

May I convey the condolences of my Party and
myself to the Members of the families of the late Hon.
A.HM. Azwer, Hon. P.S. Soosaithasan and the Hon.
Jinadasa Niyathapala.

Thank you.

@0 Berdss mAOrBNGEHDO)
(oreiryflg Urdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana - State Minister of
Social Empowerment)

(25®9%8

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi rajioon. "Certainly, from
Him do we come and unto Him do we return for certain."
In short, that is what the Holy Qur'an describes about life
in this world, that we are born by the mercy of the

Almighty Allah, and we return to Him. “ @éswwrs

BTBIGET  HHITUHLD  HVVTOM 6 & e s, Guogyrtd
jeuesfl_Go [BITBI5 6T 96T (HLD BT & g L WIS S6TT”
6TEOTLIGISTEI H|H6dT GILIT(h6IT.

Kullu nafsin zaa'ikatul maut, Kullu man alayhaa faan.
"Every creation will taste death. All that is on earth will

perish." @saiGauri @pBTaD WIATSMS FeDadkdddn 19 UISTELD.

@bl LblullepisTarensuGliissOTLd oLfliiddn 1 UIED6USTEIT.

Sir, today I rise with a heavy heart to condole the
demise and pay tribute to a long known friend to me and
my family, Marhoom Alhaj A. H. M. Azwer. This day is
a solemn day because we are remembering one of our
dear departed Colleagues, the Hon. Alhaj A. H. M.
Azwer. Today, Sir, as I stand before you, pleasant and
nostalgic memories tingle with a deep sense of sadness
flooding in my mind. Many are the precious moments I
have shared with Alhaj Azwer and I shall cherish those
moments with all my heart as long as I live.

Many a man has trod the soil of the earth. Many more
will do so in time to come, but not every one of them will
leave their footprints in the sands of time. Whilst a few
have done so, and there would be more who would leave
their mark. The Hon. Azwer was an illustrious son of
Mother Lanka whose indefatigable endeavours and feats
have brought honour and dignity to our nation.
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Hon. Alhaj Azwer always had an energetic and
enthusiastic personality. He was amicable, amenable and
God-fearing. His cherubic face, his cheerful laughter and
sense of humour was infectious. His manner of interaction
with people from all walks of life sans discrimination was
certainly awe-inspiring. He rubbed shoulders with
eminent and distinguished personalities, Heads of State
and theologians, without losing his common touch, and
won much admiration throughout the world.

Azwer was undoubtedly a prolific speaker in all three
languages. He would recite Sinhala poems, Tamil odes
and English quotations. Thus he displayed his talent in the
fluency of all three languages which is certainly not a
record in any Parliament in any part of the world.

When he was first appointed as a Member of
Parliament by the late President Ranasinghe Premadasa,
the President insisted Azwer to be present in every
Session of the Parliament. So Azwer made his presence at
all Sessions for 24 years in Parliament, which is a
noteworthy record. He was the first to arrive and last to
leave the Parliament premises.

A newspaper dubbed him as “Parlimenthuwe
Yathura" - "key of the Parliament” and yet another
dubbed him as “Parlimenthuwe Anaya" - "Nail in the
Parliament”. Call him what you may like, but Azwer was
Azwer.

During his lifetime, he was very pious, dedicated in
practicing Muslim schools of thought and was an ardent
follower of Rifai Tarika and Tablighi Jamaat. He was also
associated with the All Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama and a
host of other religious bodies. He actively promoted the
practice of our forefathers’ recitation of the Mowlood
during the different seasons of Mowlood, specially in the
month of Rabi’al-awwal and the recital of Qasidat al-
Burda of Imam al-Busiri.

When it came to the question of issues connected with
Islam or Muslims, Azwer would not compromise on his
faith and religious beliefs, but he knew that he was
treading a tightrope and therefore, was always careful in
issuing well-thought-out statements that would not
antagonize those who matter. He would debate and speak
on sensitive issues in tense situations, bearing every
community in the country in mind, since we all had a
great breadth of vision to see that the ultimate analysis of
some of these issues needed solutions on a broader
perspective than that of a narrow sectarian interest.

There were many occasions which required him to
communicate eloquently in all three languages on matters
that were detrimentally sensitive where he would plead
with the leaders of the relevant communities very
strongly, but amicably and was willing to accommodate
and compromise in order to resolve such sensitive issues.
This is where I found him as a constructive Member of
Parliament of whichever Government he was affiliated to.

Sixty years in politics, 24 years in Sri Lanka
Parliament as a Member and a Minister is in fact a long
time and is certainly a thing to remember, though not
endorsed as an achievement. The late Hon. Azwer did not
contest for a Seat from any electorate, but was appointed
from the National List. Without contesting a Seat, who
else can claim to have acquired a Seat in Parliament on
five instances without spending even five cents for
attaining it? He was consequently elected to the Panel of
Chairmen and was a great exponent of Erskine May. He
was a Member of Parliament; State Minister of Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs and Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs. During his tenure as a Member of
Parliament or Minister, he carried out his duties
meaningfully. Sir, I have associated with him on many
political meetings, conferences, and social work. We
have travelled together to the North and the East of Sri
Lanka during conflict times and have narrowly escaped
through some divine providence being caught between
crossfires. It has been a privilege traveling abroad with
him.

One such incident was in 1997, when a delegation
went to Libya led by the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa,
during his tenure as the Minister of Fisheries, on the
invitation of late Col. Muammar Gaddafi, the then
President of Libya, during the time when there was a
trade embargo imposed on Libya by the USA. Our
delegation was comprised of the Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa and his wife, the late Hon. Azwer, late Dr.
Mabhroof from Kandy, and the great poet and journalist
Shams, and also former Member of Parliament the late
Hon. Anver Ismail and my good friend and attorney-at-
law Muneer and myself. We could fly only up to Malta.
After which we had to travel on sea from the Valletta
Harbour to Tripoli crossing the Mediterranean Sea on a
vessel named "Garnatha". Our eight-hour voyage on sea
to Libya was pleasant as it was an overnight sailing. We
had a five-day stay attending many conferences, meetings
and a distinguished meeting in a tent with Col. Muammar
Gaddafi.

Our return to Malta was scheduled on the same vessel
“Garnatha” and our delegation boarded the vessel in the
evening with dignitaries from various other countries as
well - even President Tito was there - hoping to reach
Valletta Harbour in Malta the next morning. However,
when we awoke the next morning, we found ourselves
still in the mid of the Mediterranean Sea and it was not
berthed. Due to heavy storm and rough sea, it was
impossible to berth our vessel into Valletta Harbour. So
the vessel remained in the mid of the sea for two days.
Anxiety began to build up within the passengers as food
supplies were running out. The supplies were available
for just eight-hour voyage or maybe a little more. But
Haji Azwer began reciting Moulood and praying with me
and spiritually kept up everybody’s hope that nothing
harmful would happen until we reach the shores. The
scheduled eight-hour voyage ended after 52 hours in the
Mediterranean Sea.

Sir, the late Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer will be
remembered for years to come, by those whom he served
so passionately; and if our ethics are in their right and
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proper places, he will be remembered by the progeny of
those whom he gave so much of his time. He has left an
everlasting legacy in the field of politics and community
service to which he so lovingly dedicated his whole life.

All of us, as responsible Members of this Parliament,
as a team, we have to live and work in a multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, multi-religious pluralistic society. And such
a society is where our people must always be encouraged
to remember that a policy of tolerance is very important.
One should remember that one cannot be right all the
time. Even if one is right, sometimes it is best not to
enforce the point too hard or harshly. This is where the
late Hon. Azwer had this attribute in ample measure and it
made him a very welcomed colleague in any team,
whether it is the UNP team or the SLFP team. We miss
such individuals and their company amongst us, as he was
such a dependable person in any crisis such as what we
are facing now.

Of course we had heated arguments in the House of
Parliament since there were many views very vigorously
debated and daggers drawn, but never ended with
bitterness, because the late Hon. Azwer was a person who
had cultivated a habit of recognizing the value and worth
even of his adversaries. He would often quote Erskine
May's Parliamentary Practice, and therefore would never
carry a heart full of acrimony whenever he left the
Chamber.

He always had good, reasonable suggestions and ideas
for peaceful solutions and communicated such proposals
as he was capable of demonstrating his capacity in
working together with people from all walks of life
irrelevant of the backgrounds they came from.

I sincerely condole with his family members, his wife,
son, daughters and their spouses, grandchildren and
extended family members for their personal loss, and we
as friends and colleagues as well as the Sri Lankan
community have endured a grievous loss by the demise of
the Hon. A HM. Azwer. May all mighty Allah
Subhanahu wa ta’ala grant him the highest facility and
may his eternal rest be in Janatul Firdous.

Having said that, Sir, before I conclude let me express
my sincere condolences to the family members of the late
Hon. P.S. Soosaithasan, former Member of Parliament,
and also to the family members of the late Hon. P.A.
Jinadasa Niyathapala, ex-member of Parliament. May
these souls attain eternal peace!

[g.60. 2.27]
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(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie)

Hon. Speaker, it is with a deep sense of sorrow that I
rise in this House to speak on the Vote of Condolence on
the passing away of my close Friend and Colleague, the
late Hon. A.H.M. Azwer.

"Azwer", as he was known to all of us, was not just a
politician or a Parliamentarian, but a human being who
felt more for the people of Sri Lanka than for his own
family. He was always dedicated to the cause he was
entrusted with and very loyal to the leader of whichever
party he was a member or a supporter. He never gave up
hope and continued his efforts in what he believed to the
end. I knew him well from growing up together.

His parents being people of simple means would
never have imagined that their first son would one day be
in the National Parliament. When he was admitted to the
Zahira College, Maradana after the World War II, he was
already conversant in Tamil and Sinhala languages.
Having passed the SSC in all three languages, he became
an excellent stenographer. He got through the Law
College Entrance Examination, but financial difficulties
prevented him from completing law studies. Instead, he
was employed at Maliban Biscuit Company and later, at
James Finlay.

Azwer’s interest in politics came up with his friends
starting the Zahira Majlis, a mock parliament, where
Azwer was the Prime Minister. He did not want to sit
even in a mock parliament without knowing
Parliamentary procedure. Therefore, he mastered
Parliamentary practice.

The late Hon. Azwer, before pursuing a political
career, was an ardent admirer of Dr. N.M. Perera and Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva. This influenced him to join the LSSP
and was imbued with socialist thinking learned from Dr.
Osmund Jayaratne, Stanley Tillekeratne and V.
Karalasingham. An irony of fate made him join the UNP
and later, his fate took him away from the UNP to the
SLFP in 2008. He was loyal to the SLFP and respected
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, the person who
gave him a hand when his political career was at a low
ebb.

He had trilingual oratory skills and also an ability to
translate the vernacular speeches by national and political
leaders. He had an ability to recite trilingual “kavi” -
poetry - and they are recorded even in Hansard. He was
an active participant in Parliamentary conferences. In
Parliamentary debates, he holds a record for interruptions
in Proceedings and raising points of Order. He was also
carried out of Parliament by his own party Members for
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disobeying the Speaker and not by the Sergeant-at-Arms.
He had addressed Parliament in all three languages.
Azwer will certainly be remembered for his antics in and
out of Parliament. Before entering Parliament, he had
served as the Public Relations Officer to the late Hon.
M.H. Mohamed and later, the Secretary to former
Speaker, the late Hon. Bakeer Markar.

He showed his mettle in 2014 by resigning his Seat in
Parliament as a gesture of loyalty to the then President,
Mahinda Rajapaksa. He said that President Mahinda
Rajapaksa appointed him as a Member of Parliament and
he needed some appointed Member to give up his Seat
for Ameer Ali. Hon. Azwer agreed to it spontaneously
and did not complain at that moment. However, some
time later, the political stand of the Hon. Ameer Ali and
other supporters changed and President Mahinda
Rajapaksa lost the Election. But Hon. Azwer did not give
up hope and he kept Mahinda Rajapaksa’s flag flying
despite severe criticism from some quarters of the Muslim
community who later realized that he was right.

The late President, Ranasinghe Premadasa appointed
Hon. Azwer as a National List Member and later, in 1989,
appointed him as the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
and the Minister of State for Muslim Religious and
Cultural Affairs. The Hon. Azwer held many Ministerial
positions till the UNP lost its Parliamentary majority.

On a lighter side, the Hon. Azwer was a jovial
personality and a great stage actor. He wrote and staged
several plays which were held in the Ghafoor Hall at
Zahira College, Colombo. His acting talent should have
made him a big star in the Sinhala silver screen if he
really pursued his interest; his portrayal of Muslim
Thambi Mudalaili at times kindled many of the spectators.
Moreover, everyone heard Hon. Azwer’s voice during
national cricket matches. He was a regular commentator
of Test and One Day Cricket events in Sri Lanka and
abroad. He could comment in all three languages at the
same time and made a lot of quips to make the listeners
appreciate cricket shots and bloopers. So, the late Hon.
Azwer will also be remembered as a great broadcaster.
His voice was unique and ideally suited to entertain
people at all levels.

Later, Hon. Azwer devoted himself to the cause of
Islam and to the service of the Muslim community. In
fact, his loss made Sri Lanka missing a worthy son, but
his deeds and words will reverberate forever for others to
follow.

With the deep appreciation of the life, career and
contributions of Hon. Azwer, I wish to conclude by
praying that he will have a special place in jannat, as we
say, in heaven.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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“..that U.S. personnel may enter and exit Sri Lanka with US
identification and with collective movement or individual travel
orders;....."
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...... Sri Lankan authorities shall accept as valid, without a driving
test or fee, driving licences or permits issued by the appropriate US
authorities to US personnel for the operation of vehicles.”
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“The Embassy further proposes that US personnel be
authorized to wear uniforms while performing official
duties and to carry arms while on duty if authorized to
do so by their orders.”
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“(3) The Government of Sri Lanka recognizes the
particular importance of disciplinary control by
U.S. Armed Forces authorities over U.S. personnel
and, therefore, authorizes the Government of the
United States to exercise criminal jurisdiction over
U.S. personnel while in Sri Lanka.”
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“(4) The Embassy further proposes that the U.S.
Department of Defense and U.S. personnel shall
not be liable to pay any tax or similar charge
assessed within Sri Lanka.”
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"Such importation, exportation, and use shall be
exempt from any inspection, license, other restrictions,
customs duties, taxes, or any other charges assessed
within Sri Lanka."
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"Aircraft and vessels of the U.S. Government shall be
free from boarding and inspection."”
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“Such contracts shall be solicited, awarded and
administered in accordance with the laws and regulations
of the Government of the United States of America."
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“Acquisition of articles and services in Sri Lanka by
or on behalf of the U.S. Department of Defense in
connection with activities under this Agreement shall not
be subject to any taxes or similar charges in Sri Lanka.”
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This further states;

“(10) The Government of Sri Lanka recognizes that it
may be necessary for the U.S. Armed Forces to use the
radio spectrum. The U.S. Department of Defense shall be
allowed to operate its own telecommunication systems. ..

This shall include the right to utilize such means and
services as required to ensure full ability to operate

telecommunication systems. Use of the radio spectrum
shall be free of cost to the U.S. Government.”
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“(11) The Embassy proposes that the Parties waive any
and all claims (other than contractual claims)
against each other for damage to, loss of, or
destruction of the other’s property or injury or
death to personnel of either Party’s ...”
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"...together with the reply from the Government of Sri
Lanka, shall constitute an agreement between the two
governments effective from the date of the Government
of Sri Lanka’s reply.”
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@0 Bewdds m0m ©wnBnd®s, o® BBu® efesy
®OE Bedsiesy, § Comn J¥e edxedsy, for the Ministry
of Defence of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, Mr. Kapila Waidyaratne, Secretary, Ministry of
Defence and for the Department of Defence of the United
States of America, Mr. Atul Keshap, US Ambassador to Sri
Lanka, 2017 aeodedn 04.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.54 p.m. until 2.00 p.m. on

Tuesday, 05th March, 2019, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
this Day.
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