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(xli)

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 17" August,2015)

A

Abeygunawardana, Pahalage Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)
Abeysekara, Sisira Kumara, Walimuni Mendis Priyanjith Hemantha (Puttalam)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardena, Lakshman Yapa (National List)

Abeywardena, Mahinda Yapa (Matara)

Abeywardana, Wajira (Galle)

Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas Daham Kumara (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Aluthgamage, Aluthgamage Ananda (Mahanuwara)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda Meethalawe (Mahanuwara)
Aluwihare, Ranjith (Matale)

Aluwihare, Wasantha (Matale)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil Girana Pathirannehelage (Kurunegala)
Amaratunga, John Anthony Emmanuel (Gampaha)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Amunugama, Sarath (National List)

Appuhamy, Makavita Arachchige Don Hector Hygenus (Puttalam)
Ashoka, Priyantha R.D. (Puttalam)

Atukorale, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

B

Balasuriya, Tharaka Ramanya (Kegalle)

Bandara, Mrs. Kulathunga Dissanayaka Mudiyanselage Chandrani Ofeeliya (Anuradhapura)
Bandara, R.B. Palitha Range (Puttalam)

Bandaranayake, Indika (Kurunegala)

Bandarigoda, Bandula Lal (Galle)

Basnayaka, Basnayaka Mudiyanselage Dilhan Tharanath (Kurunegala)

Bathiudeen, Rishad (Vanni)

Berugoda, Vijitha (Monaragala)

C

Chandrasena Samarakoon Mudiyanselage (Anuradhapura)
Colonne, Nalaka Prasad (Polonnaruwa)

D

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla) [Resigned on 14™ September, 2015]
De Mel, Sirinal (National List)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Haduwameregngna Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)
De Silva, Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Nileththi Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Zoysa, Thirimadura Ranjith (Ratnapura)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, D.T.W. Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)



(xlii)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)
Dissanayake, Eranjan Navin (Nuwara Eliya)
Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, S.B. (National List)

Dissanayake, Salinda (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Weerakumara(Anuradhapura)
Dushmantha, Hewa Ralalage Sarathie (Kegalle)

Ekanayake, T.B. (Kurunegala)

Faizal, Mohomed Cassim Mohomed (Digamadulla)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Harin (Badulla)

Fernando, Johnston Xavier (Kurunegala)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpatchuwa Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka (National List) [From 08th February, 2016]
Fowzie, A. H. M. (National List)

G

Gajadeera Vidhanearachchige Bans Chandrasiri (Matara)

Galappaththi Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Anoma (National List)

Gamage, Daya (Digamadulla)

Gamage, Don Chandima (Anuradhapura)

Gamage, Piyasena (Galle) [ From 08th November, 2017] ]
Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Gankanda, Dunesh (Ratnapura)

Grero, Kondagamage Mohan Lal (Colombo)

Gunasekara, Edward Dehiwala Liyanage (Gampaha)

Gunasekera, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Padma Udayashantha (Monaragala)
Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardana, M.K.A.D.S. (National List) [Died : 19th January, 2016]
Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasinghe (Colombo)

H

Hafees, Abdul Rauf Abdul (National List) [Resigned on 19th January, 2016]
Hakeem, A. Ibathul Rauff (Mahanuwara)

Haleem, Mohamad Hashim Abdul (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (National List)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Harrison, Pelisge (Anuradhapura)

Hashim, Mohomed Kabir Mohamed (Kegalle)

Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Hizbullah, Muhammad Lebbe, Alim Muhammad (National List)

I

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)
Ismail, Seeni Mohamed Mohamed (National List) [From 08th June, 2018]



(xliii)
J

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayarathne, Anura Sidney (Polonnaruwa)

Jayaratne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Premalal (Ratnapura)

Jayasena, Mrs. Sumedha G. (Monaragala)

Jayasuriya, Karu (National List)

Jayathilake, Malith (National List)

Jayathissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardana, Herath Mudiyanselage Lucky Dissanayake (Mahanuwara)
Jayawardana, Senadheerage Don Kawinda Heshan (Gampaha)

K

Kariyawasam, Akila Viraj (Kurunegala)

Karunanayake, Ravindra Sandresh (Colombo)

Karunatileka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara, (Mahanuwara)

Kodeeswaran, Kaveendiran (Digamadulla)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, M. Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumarasingha, Mrs. Geetha Samanmalee (Galle) [Nomination void according to Supreme Court decision of 2nd November, 2017]
Kumarasiri, Jayasundara Mudiyanselage Ananda (Monaragala)

L

Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)
Lanza, Warnakulasooriya Antony Nimal (Gampaha)

M

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (Monaragala)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Mahroof, Mohamed Abdullah Mohamed (Trincomalee)

Maheswaran, Mrs.Vijayakala (Jaffna)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha)

Mansoor, Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad (Digamadulla)

Marapana, Tilak Janaka (National List)

Marasinghe, Chandrajith Ashubodha (National List)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunne, Sarath Chandrasiri (National List) [Resigned on 04th September, 2015]
Moulana, Seyed Ali Zahir (Batticaloa)

Musthapha, Faiszer (National List)

Muthu, Sivalingam (Nuwara Eliya)

Muthuhettigamage, Nishantha (Galle)

Mutukumarana, Sarath Chandrasiri (Anuradhapura)

Mylvaganam, Thilakarajah (Nuwara Eliya)

N
Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Naleen Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)
Navavi, Mohamed Haneefa Mohamed (National List) [Resigned on 23rd™ May, 2018]
Nawinne, R.M.S.B. (Kurunegala)
Nazeer, Ahamadulebbe Mohamadu (National List)[From 06th February, 2018]
Nirmalanathan, Irudayanathan Charles (Vanni)



(xliv)

Paranawithana, Karunarathna (Ratnapura)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh Chandima Benthota (Galle)

Perera, Achchige Don Vithana Lakshaman Wasantha (Matale)
Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Dilan (National List)

Perera, Gamini Jayawickrama (Kurunegala)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kurugamage Sanath Nishantha (Puttalam)

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Erdly Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyadasa, Kalandugoda Kankanamge (Nuwara Eliya)
Premachandra, Mrs. Hirunika Eranjalee (Colombo)
Premadasa, Ambathanna Dewayalage (Kegalle)

Premadasa, Sajith (Hambantota)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathna, Suddachcharige (Matara)

Punchinilame, Susantha Galagamuwa (Trincomalee)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Rahuman, Mohamed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Chamal Jayantha (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (National List)

Ramanayake, Sadda Widda A.A. Ranjan (Gampaha)
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranatunga, Arjuna (Gampaha)

Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)
Ranaweera, Bulathwelage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rathana Thero, Ven. Athuraliye (National List)
Rathnayake, Weerakoon Bimal Niroshan (National List) [From 14th September, 2015]
Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Ratnayaka, Sagala Gajendra (Matara)

Ratwatte, Lohan Evindra (Mahanuwara)

S
Salman, Mohomed Hafeel Mohomed (National List) [Resigned on 18th January, 2018]
Samarasinghe, Mahinda (National List)
Samarasinghe, Sandith (Kegalle)
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)
Samaraweera, Mangala (Matara)
Samaraweera, Ravindra (Badulla)
Samarawickrama, Malik (National List)
Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)
Saravanapavan, Easvarapatham (Jaffna)
Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)
Senanayake, Vasantha Naresh Parakkrama (Polonnaruwa)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Rajitha Harischandra (Kalutara)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Chathura Sandeepa (Gampaha)
Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (Colombo)
Senathirajah, Mavai Somasuntharam (Jaffna)
Senewiratne, Lakshman Pinthu Jayathilake (Badulla) [From 16th September, 2015]



(xlv)

Senewiratne, W.D.J. (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Shihabdeen, Ameer Ali Seyed Mohammad (Batticaloa)
Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaftna)

Sivamohan, Sivaprakasam (Vanni)

Sivasakthi, Annamalai Nadesu (Vanni)
Siyambalapitiya, Basnayaka Ralalage Ranjith (Kegalle)
Srineshan, Gnanamuthu (Batticaloa)

Sriskandarasa, Mrs. Shanthi (National List)
Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)
Sumathipala, Thilanga (National List)

Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Swaminathan, D. M. (National List)

Tennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)

Thewarapperuma, Palitha Kumara (Kalutara)

Thigambaram, Palany (Nuwara Eliya)

Thondaman, Arumugan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Mohammadu Shariff (National List) [From 22nd January, 2016]
Thurairetnasingam, Kathiragamaththamby (National List)

\%
Vidanagamage, Thenuka Amith (Badulla)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (Colombo)

Wickramaratne, Jayampathy (National List)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (Colombo)

Wijemanna, Mrs. Thusitha (Kegalle)

Wijemanne, Lakshman Ananda (Kalutara)

Wijepala, Bopagoda Hettiarachchige (Galle)

Wijerathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiye Gedara Rohini Kumari (Matale)
Wijesekera, Arachchige Ganepola Duleep Pandula Perera (Gampaha)
Wijesekera, Kanchana Vodatha (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijethunga, A. A. (Ratnapura)

Wijewardene, Dinendra Ruwan (Gampaha)

Wijewickrama, Mrs. Radampala Gamage Sriyani (Digamadulla)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)

Y

Yapa,Appuhamillage Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yoheswaran, Seeniththamby (Batticaloa)

V/

Zoysa, Wijith Wijayamuni (National List)
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COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya(Chairman), The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. S.B.Dissanayake, The Hon. Nimal
Siripala De Silva, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella,
The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Patali Champika
Ranawaka, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Vijitha Herath

COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon.
(Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.
Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Dharmalingam
Sithadthan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development

The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna(Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewirathne, The Hon.Edward Gunasekara, The
Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. (Dr.)
Bandula Gunawardane, The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara,The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. Arundika
Fernando, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon. K.K. Piyadasa, The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam,, The Hon. E.
Saravanapavan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa, The Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) S.M.Mohamed Ismail

Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations

The Hon. Mayantha Yaswanth Dissanayake (Chairman), The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera,
The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake, The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. The
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.S.M.Chanrasena, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, Tharanath Basnayaka, The
Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Annamalai Nadesu Sivasakthi, The Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The
Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nalaka Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Malith Jayathilake, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda
Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon.S.M.Marikkar, The Hon.Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Sustainable Development and Environment and Natural Resources

The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera,
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena,
The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera, The Hon.
Duleep Wijesekera , The Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The Hon. Hector
Appuhamy, The Hon. Sisira Kumara Abeysekara, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. Kaveendiran
Kodeeswaran, The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila, The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan,The Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri, The Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe,

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Women and Gender

The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna (Chairman), The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani
Wijewickrama, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara,The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Ranjan
Ramanayake, The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon.Siripala Gamlath, The
Hon. Vadivel Suresh, , The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon.Rosahn Ranasinghe, The Hon. Aravindh Kumar,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The Hon., Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The Hon.Prasanna Ranaweera,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna,The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education and Human Resources Development.

The Hon. Vadivel Suresh(Chairman),The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan, The Hon.
Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Sirinal de Mel, The Hon. K.Thurairetnasingam, The
Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon. S. Shritharan, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon.Sirira Jayakody, The
Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad
Mansoor, The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.Mujibar Rahuman, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari
Wijerathna, The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The Hon. Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne, The Hon. Wijepala
Hettiarachchi.



)

Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security

The Hon.Malith Jayathilake (Chairman),,The Hon.Palitha Thewarapperuma, The Hon.Buddhika Pathirana,The
Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa, The Hon.Douglas Devananda,The Hon.Vijitha Herath.The Hon.Chandrasiri Gajadeera,
The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek,The Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan,The Hon.A. A. Wijethunga,The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh
Pathirana, The Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon.Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon.Chandima Gamage, The Hon.(Dr.)
Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon.Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon.Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The
Hon.Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan,

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health and Human Welfare, Social Empowerment

The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana (Chairman), The Hon.Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.Ajith
Mannapperuma, The Hon.(Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon.H.L. Premalal Jayasekara, The Hon.Duleep
Wijesekera, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon.Sirinal de Mel, The Hon. A.A. Wijethunga, The Hon.(Dr.)
Ramesh Pathirana, The Hon.Vijitha Berugoda. The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon.(Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa,
The Hon.Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.I. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.Imran Maharoof, The
Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon.(Dr.) S. Sivamohan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Transport and Communication

The Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa(Chairman), = Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The
Hon.Edward Gunasekara, The The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The
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(The Hon. Speaker)

@3 BWIBTNBDROB, D BT,

©G O538® Bofems dwm
(oresryfl@ #hglw afréQHTLg)
(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
O DNIBNBHRDOAB, -

OO DOIBINBHR O

( wrewTyfl@ FUTHTWST Hjsuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; 05328 BOemBl O5IEROB, 0wl 9uimy. ©c;
BDIZNGDREeFT BND dws’ §e® RO DD
@¢BIB®. [Pid BBO)

oG EBEe BBHEE ®wmo
(omessrLyif@ svgagiostT SiflsTevsv)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella))
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Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I will give you the Floor after Hon. Chandima
Weerakkody.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
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[At this stage the Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa, the Hon.

Lakshman Senewiratne and the Hon. Indika Bandaranayake crossed
from the Opposition to the Government Benches.]
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please!
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Order, please!

Do not disturb. ©6; @3505B, ©.8 edsim. Hon.
Sumanthiran -

@0 98.8. 0BG Swmo
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I want to make our Party's position very clear. -
[Unterruption.]
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ry ssed O58n »SgImS D) edxIm. Please,
98 @®z¥z. Hon. Sumanthiran, you may go ahead.
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(omessrLyif@ 6Tib.6y. FLoBHTesT)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I want to make our Party's position very
clear with regard to the position of the Leader of the
Opposition.

As you said, the party in Opposition that has the
largest number of Seats is entitled to the post of the
Leader of the Opposition. There is no question on that.
But, the question is - there are two questions before this
House today. The first question is, is the UPFA a party in
Opposition? 1 say with respect, that the Head of the
UPFA is the Head of the Government and the Head of the
Executive - the Head of the Cabinet. Not only that, he
also holds three portfolios in the Cabinet. In such an
instance, our position is that when a Member of the
UPFA and that too, the Leader of the UPFA is in the
Cabinet, the Head of the Cabinet and holds three
portfolios in the Cabinet, another Member of the UPFA
cannot be the Leader of the Opposition. That is one.

Secondly, from the issue that has been raised by the
Hon. Leader of the House today, Article 99 (13) of the
Constitution very clearly stipulates that if a Member of
Parliament resigns or ceases to be a Member of the
political party through which he was elected to
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Parliament, then he vacates his Seat in Parliament upon
the expiration of one month from ceasing to be a Member
of that political party.

A question has arisen as to whether those who
resigned from the SLFP have also ceased to be Members
of the UPFA by that very fact of resigning from the SLFP
or by taking membership in another political party,
whether they have so lost their membership in the SLFP
and consequently lost their membership in the UPFA as
well. Now, that is a question of fact which needs to be
ascertained. It cannot be something that is covered up and
kept, because it concerns the composition of Parliament,
as to whether there are "strangers" in the House here
today. I take the view that there are "strangers" in the
House today and they must be asked to vacate the
Chamber.

But, if there is a question of fact to be ascertained,
surely Parliament is competent to ascertain that fact and
we will be moving for an appointment of a Select
Committee to inquire into that question of fact to
ascertain as to whether some Members, some who claim
to be Members and who have entered this Chamber today,
have in fact lost their membership in Parliament; because
that is a crucial question as to the composition of this
Parliament itself. I will be moving for an appointment of a
Select Committee. For those two reasons that I have just
enumerated, [ appeal to the Hon. Speaker that the position
of the Leader of the Opposition ought not to be changed
until you take these two matters into consideration.

We also wish to address the Hon. Speaker in writing
within a couple of days, placing our position in this
respect. This is on a matter of principle, not because
anybody wants to hang on to any seat. - [Interruption.] It
is on a matter of principle that we were even forced to go
to court when, on wrong advice, Parliament was even
dissolved purportedly. It had been held by the Supreme
Court by a unanimous Judgment by seven Judges that that
was a violation of the Constitution by no less a person
than the President of this country.

So, we do not want the Constitution violated any
further. If some Members have ceased to be Members of
Parliament, they must withdraw from this Chamber now.
If they refuse to do that, this Parliament is perfectly
competent to inquire into that question of fact and a
Select Committee of Parliament can go into that. Until
such time, I earnestly request the Hon. Speaker that the
position of the Leader of the Opposition not be changed.

Thank you.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

In that case, Hon. Member, you have to give me a
written submission, because I have to take a decision
fairly early. By Friday, I will give my Ruling on this.

The Hon. Ajith P. Perera may speak next and then the
Hon. Udaya Gammanpila - we do not want to have a
debate on this - and after that, the Hon. A.D. Susil
Premajayantha may speak.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to refer to a text message
that has come on the webpage of ‘"Daily Mirror” which
says that "the UPFA Parliamentary Group has decided to
nominate the former President Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
Opposition Leader in Parliament." Now the problem is,
Sir, the former President has become a former Member of
Parliament. That is the issue now. So this is a very critical
question. I have nothing personal against the Hon.
Rajapaksa, but the question is whether we are to call him
"Hon. Rajapaksa" or "Mr. Rajapaksa". -[Interruption.]

Mr. Speaker, the issue is this. We know our
Constitution says that the judicial power of the people
shall be exercised by courts through Parliament except in
the case of privileges and powers of Parliament.

The judicial power of the people is vested in this
House. Now, this is a matter that has to be gone into and
decided upon by this House and the House alone.
Therefore, it is important for us to set up a Select
Committee to go into this in detail to see whether this
matter of fact is, in fact, true or not.

I also know that the Hon. Udaya Gammanpila and the
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara being Attorneys-at-Law
have wrongly advised His Excellency the President and
have, unfortunately, put the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa too
into serious trouble- always giving wrong advice. -
[Interruption.] Therefore, this issue has to be ascertained
by this House and we have to await the determination.
Once the Select Committee is appointed, let us go into
this in detail. We have to examine the constitution of the
UPFA, which is lodged with the Commissioner of
Elections. - [Interruption.] We have to summon the
Commissioner of Elections and ask him to produce that
constitution - we have the constitution - to see who the
constituent parties of UPFA are and how the membership
of the UPFA is decided because the UPFA is the party
that contested the last Parliamentary Election.
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Also, Article 99 (13) is very clear, which states that
only when a Member is expelled from a party that he can
go to court within one month. Otherwise, ipso facto,
immediately once that Member obtains membership of
another party and his membership ceases, then his
Parliamentary Seat also ceases immediately - not in the
expiration of one month.

So, these are facts that we have to go into in detail.
Standing Order No. 21 talks about “strangers” in the
House and though it can be raised and we can ask the
Hon. Members who are "strangers" to withdraw, we are
not going to go that far. We will await the determination
of the Select Committee once it is appointed.
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“....if this Court were to deny relief merely on the basis that the
Petitioners have failed to establish ‘unequal treatment’, we would in
fact be inviting the State to ‘equally violate the law.” It is
blasphemous and would strike at the very heart of Article 4 (d)
which mandates every organ of the State to “respect, secure and
advance the fundamental rights recognized by the Constitution”.
Rule of Law dictates that every act that is not sanctioned by the law
and every act that violates the law be struck down as illegal. It does
not require positive discrimination or unequal treatment. An act that
is prohibited by the law receives no legitimacy merely because it
does not discriminate between people.”
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"The Proclamation marked "P1" has been issued outside legal limits
and has resulted in a violation of Petitioner's rights both in his
capacity as a parliamentarian legitimately elected to represent the
People and in the capacity of a citizen who is entitled to be
protected from any arbitrary exercise of power.

For the reasons set out above, I hold that the Petitioners rights
guaranteed under Article 12 (1) of the Constitution have been
violated by the issue of the Proclamation filed with the petition in
SC FR 351/2018 marked "P1" and make order quashing the said
Proclamation and declaring the said Proclamation marked "P1"
null, void ab initio and without force or effect in law."
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

SPEAKER [THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI] took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I would like to start by reminding
ourselves that abolishing the Executive Presidency was a
cornerstone of the Yahapalana Government’s plan, guided by
the late Ven. Maduluwawe Sobhitha Thero and it is now
time to recommit to that goal. It is safe to say that it has
never been clearer why we need to abolish the system of
Executive Presidency.

The events of the last 51 days in our country should
leave us in no doubt that the concentration of power in
one office is a recipe for disaster. After having seen the ill
effects of this, we cannot turn a blind eye - we have to act
now. We have seen how this august House, the
Parliamentary branch of Government, functioned to
uphold democracy and the due process despite the
heinous act of the Executive. We have seen how the Hon.
Speaker courageously upheld due process amidst an
onslaught from the Executive as well as from some
Members of this very House. We have seen how the
Judiciary upheld the supreme law of the land - our
Constitution - amidst an attack on it from the Executive.

Our country’s democratic institutions will only be
strong if we have a meaningful distribution of power
between the three branches - Presidency, Parliament and
the Judiciary. It is about making sure that one person
does not wield all the authority and hold the country
hostage, as we saw over the last 51 days. The Executive
Presidency must go.

The argument that has been put forward for a while is
that a strong State requires a strong Executive President.
But look at the last 51 days. What kept this State strong
was the strong Legislature, its Speaker and the strong and
independent Judiciary; not the Presidency. In fact, the
actions of the Presidency weakened our State and did not
strengthen it. That weakened the State economically and
weakened it in the international community.

We need to bust some myths today. The Executive
Presidency does not lead to a stronger State. The
Executive Presidency does not strengthen the unitary
status of our country. The Executive Presidency does not
lead to a more stable government. We must bring
primacy to this Parliament, the elected Representatives of
the people from all corners of our country, all ethnicities
and all religions. It is clearly apparent from this crisis
that the Executive Presidency is posing a serious threat
towards strengthening of Legislature and all of us, as
Members of this Legislature, need to double down and
commit to abolishing the Executive Presidency.

We commenced on this path through the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution which reined in the
absolute powers of the Executive and brought more of it
to Parliament. And for the last 51 days you could see
how vital this Amendment was.

Now it is time to complete the job to abolish the
Executive Presidency. It has never been clearer the
dangers of concentrating so much power in the hands of
one office rather than distributing more power to the
Parliament or people's representatives. We should not let
go this renewed opportunity, this renewed rationale.

I call upon all Members of this House to vote for this
Motion and campaign in the country when a Referendum
is brought in to abolish the Executive Presidency.

Thank you very much.



35 208E0®@sInd 36

[4.6.2.36]

@0 (40028 w) BwduB BnOS5 Owmo

(wrewryfl@ (HevTHlg)) swibLig) aildrwrdenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)

©0] Bewdss mOnemn®B, Bwem S5ndsd n®as
8Eae ydmw § Comned §EO 0n ool dufcwdmndBe
DI ecen DBOEH0D eed, OO DdEGD Wi GeBLD®
D10EG s VBRCeLeB. YOO Sus vowm wy
Ows SHBm oeed Bewlds moemd 83 oo od.gd.
BB BN, " w00 Bwm SnIeB BHOwH
wertdn 8w @' Bw 082 ewldmn mer. 6O Y
86D god 00 ovlved® muwem OOE eEzNZNG®D
BB, OO ewldrnd 988uxy WO In® od.gub.
BDERD B0 gl ¢BivN. Y vWswr N SWO wY
glocess Daersy O & O @m® ewIe HDOE WEH.
"20®8m000 Dwm “NEsB HO® WSO Hew edsIH
JOOTY; Yewed Oi w80 Hew OB HyOOsY, dewst
Com0d OB CODEO 0®¢ §eey BNV, Comd B CODED
ey OB¥ery ©8Eedsin »HOwE" Bwr 9BE dn®r BHOD..
VOO  gqed Jded qo®B Qow oed 83®edd
Do NGD  OBBsB. Ondwd 9m® swyedsy
gOOI®O BYen, J BYay Bane OB B5¥¢ oa0d 8DD
WO DNW® 03B DD, Y 98w dv yASedes
B0 08B0y HOW d®» OO Indw 988ux Hew.
O® Ben, @8 ¢5ivn HOBO § Cown Bewed vvwe v© ¢
Bled Bwm &S2NIsB POs OMNEDsT  ©NedE,
28B00x7n D6 BN BHBO cdnedMB. "dsed
Bbsved eI o wstm O, O  eIHBsT
SBymDed Wiy BIcews’ B0 SxNduBddews  ©w®®
ooy oFensy @8Ee®nd »nEs ol oxdm
0@ BOcew counterpose WOBIBy O, OBBY  Susned
BmE ydm B eOmD" Bwo OO D10E »OEn BEIG
©@BOCw@ e MOYD BE e DY ¢, ¢ B
OBn® OO BB D1BDEF wdBIH LRBRNCEEESE BDDo.
a8 agc S aFfeBm®a. 19778 o018 driceowsy od.anb.
B3OSR PHTOWO AECB CA OBID yOOBY §eno. 95T Bgd
O® 1972 OxDeEHDD woeaddmrw oz Bdwm
B50388 BHOG O8O gres WO, 19788 ecimed Beam
OBBOFTO Bwm S038B e BOBEW § Comed g
. O¢ b I53.00. evedd PBR® e o]
PCEOD) WD oo B0 0. ©n® "The Nation" s5wd
B8 000w BuE, 8yd & B8 mth o B.dx 9Swd
BE ®Eo.

Oon® "Daily News" os53ncwosy E00s; "The Nation"
BHOB0 B0 O & o amnd ¢wd 83w, OO &
88acd 8w dDaews’ mG WmOsTery mwi. e@we, ©®
OEOE dwm BeNJsB BHOB 9 B WOBEWO
BYO®  cyd ¢BOTesy gde  et.e®. osedd
O Bn®ed OO PYmnd. ¢, 8800 Dedtadrnem
OBBw HHBm s wwed Bk 83w, "e® Wotm
©¢siery DuOEDD ewEsT, ¥mydd QwEsT, eBWC WO
R8T Bwm “r0BuB BOWE ¢ BIO" Buwr. 8w &
88D amnd ands 83w 97 vy »® OBOCwemE®
801 dd vvewsy 928u me ym ©0x de Heod,
"Bwm E5088B HOG A BBO" wsIH&.

19942 ©w monxsin yodsl 008 Bwr ¢8 Bnd. »Y
20025%0m0 Doed, 1994s7 8057 o & eedln® O1dedt
BwodBw 2000 D8vw Dmyndy #18-a@ Bwo. 2000 D5y Sw

8 B0 ©gd, § o Bewd sFeed, dfer SHdm
vees ©BOSe S e Beo VS ecemEEsIo &
Os0END BEAcO OImw 0dsim N8 Hew. 9O Bwo &
gDEde qud B & Bwo. 93 ©y?d, 2001 gfsided?
CHNFOB) G BHNHO DuOEG BeerddHW BT OO Biowm
B03B Jood 3@ ICHE 9O MOBID ¢ud yOOsY Yew.
D5¥8m0 DTG BBB S5NIsB QJows ¢om B
OnBued gredt)ed EdcwDw BEACO ydmws On ey
eDeD, Soymn BYBE cuifer emsiedBwerm HSwd
988w  Wo  BODs, "cwuFOm PO  OudF
8.0RdADE eeenBID)" Bwo. & ¢DeEdred o8 dim
-Sodverst® DaBmeried w-Om- emIdumE »e
B em. OO eYOB® 20¢® WOEHD) CHWB OB t5.0RIDBG
oS, O wceaddmw BED Dowm NI BHOeE
8OHS ICHE 90 WEr. & RNED BveH OO0 YO
D1 wwadd - Constitutional Council - a8 wes. 88
gldocesy  -2@wmys gooiBary-  wecemnm @Y
ed@IEHRBE -DONED, DWW BED 8 OOBE-
nBiecemnEns’ G GaBRPO DuDEF ©B¥d W, OO
w0 B85 e o5de -egddwilwmoenwsd w®
3BWOVNIWOHBO WO DO - am®®» DOBID
A5y, § D1ed® OO wwd B8z BB eBBsY @HIDED
geoRwsl »® mOBIH A VOB PEBHHEO OOEG
BoeRddB® oS, e® Jed Ay Dovm BNIsAB
POl & ICHE ©® IO @l O D& YLhmBIH
Qo @B WosImy @80 yOOs Hew. J sFensy qud
nth YDmem owd 2uamds A oI P¥OOE Yew.
vewxt, 20092 com O E¢ cwaddn weeaddme 085 &
Boede Beoddmas emcien. J BaEe Beddmw mOE,
PHHBODO OsDED wd B WmEr. I edmPO BHEO
IGO0 3B 8Ee®@sn YO o medr. od.qol.
SR OwFOwWr Swm BNI8B BHOWO B Owmn
e (@ BYew. YO e BEAc 8200 9t dwn. &
B @857 mer. ©ev® WO, ecIwed Dwm
sE50nBsB BHO Bedm CODES LT BN »Ow
Bedm 0O D0 a8 s Heww BDediy, O Bmz 8w
g BO68&.

DO MCEB 92T 8d OB ¢ Heoed. 2009 8O 2014
¢l e nEe s d¢ gdeEm. & B8Acd »dgson
B Businy ¢D@s 50¥1. egdhBwmoemed mHE) BsIcDEO
B85 dRD,- & »Ow, § oewo o B»HOs DOEE Bwo
egddmdeme ©ww eBwdNdWmieams Bwexy & Ewd
e¢m® Bwo B83wr. O@ etNBEN -8¢ DBBOGICHSw @D
mE. 957 80 a8 wmd Om PERE® OsdED%
0oeRdADBO b e®@ime, 2015 &8 080z &8sY
emedd oy & 9800 mcw ne ¢8 08 v B8y &
SN0 0@ BDeD? DEHEY BxnuBn® e
emg codWemwy »Owd dEde®r’, duddeo B8
@@ BOedD? "edm »HOB gl BrNIBBOSemw, g8
Bwm B50ndeB nOc gewdB WOmD" Bwe »HOB8 &8
BOed. E50n BDdemuBsy emdd Im mosin ¢8 dmw
Y. OO Ben qud B BAgewn. ¢8 & D ¢mrennm
83wr. ©98 8O OBOS 3lecerny @® LI Omds
Bwo DRe0edsn Haw. »P8 $00d »w-»8 @cn&.
VOB DEHTT LD DECHE DA, BOE FYDCWBOD B
28Ee0n0m 48 00 0® WOWD WOsIesy Bwwd
y@mes @B geg Bewo, § wdOwd ynen &8z “»on
DS BsT @00 ¢HHID DB -erIDDW BOOD WIBIB)
28 O Y. OO Be® aud B O1gewn.



37 2018 ece®a8 18 38

omet edns qud ¢® Lugwer C@ew. gl wBEWD
BDrwmHO Dwm BxNJsB QYdod ICHE 9O WOTI®
805 e, FDdD eBesl wwe OB B eWTD.
008 ©m0BB5T 6w WD NB WG . § Como DD
BODO® 08000 aRPNHE OudEDeds’ BEome. &
2ed®, National Procurement Commission oz B
emci®. Audit Service Commission &zm &8 em&ids. &
o885y B BeEEO® WmOm D0 redln® OdEG
wd B8z, ¥gsted Bleden On o me gl Bec
CHBO OB G@RPHO OB weerddDewsy BwEDH .
830, o8B MHOEO 0 DO 00 eowid DY
20 we Gnd. doud, eund Ay SO OO ©wYIED
wo@Be Seow® 0dme mosIm 8 Hew. g8 cwmd O
PHRODO OB weerddmedd omYOuen’ ewdnsn
EWED ECRBICHELE NBICCEDH ©BY OCBBICHEBSY
e weconw. DY, 0O wwd BE IO W
20E0Hede cwmd O PHEBYHO DL weerfdm®S
00%H00 OImEemO O duewe BB emisTeds
988u eWmGDr. REBET e¢m® B5Icw C OTer JeNOE.
2957 988s Wy Om emiedBen »O&, yoO8wsy
BBIEEDS ©Y CRBECHENS VB ELEDR. HHO BB
B Om, O vB» eGH 0wldrzn eWCr. O &ud
DO ecw Byoed oy OO0 Bw ew@iFens’ 9o
280 OB D™ Yono.

®0 oD OB, ®® & mced sifddewsl
ened8. »HPH, 00 OO DOFHFHO wWI& Hew. OBE
B08» VurOws OO, D18afe OVFOWOW @RV
BOD, "emen®¢ ©° ewdBn ¥wgeGidsI0 Yy ecsiesy?
@® wo@Bw 37 ammwed 00 WO B emenId
cBI0werdd Gy ecsiest?! Bwer. 00 & eDEed®
eudBn WPLGOTO ImOmewsy ®D WO @ o
BODO weded cx¥DwsIeed Bwo 83w, "5)H, 2O 3.
& SOEmO® 9w qud wdylamewsy moosimy 8 ey
DO NP, WO Oy 0dsIm. IO od gwOHE
" BeEo. 957650 @8 90 mOgnn OB y@iewwmO
29 W0 om0, YL, 988 Sm D0 WOBTHO a8 eedisI
deny 888 aalmp® DD PaRcHR wigd. e
HFBYDO OOEND WSO @8 eEin® DDt
AR v WEr. OF womdB @ gHONC B5NBBBAHs
ewdBn »Pcidsted ¢dOYE yosiFudedd »nEs Buy
ed O 88O S B wr. eDedsY DD, ®e®sY
©®0 Bey of 80 WO On® Bwo BIw, "Bowm
S50nBsB PHOw qoewdd WO»DOR." BwEr. Oewnygd®
BBYOO 518 § o Bewdd vved Bewddmewrd & o
Bydr Domn 0OE Beadmdr. RPN Bw Beams, "®D,
ged 0D0w Bwm BNI8B PO eewdd BZE »OE."
B 96 0@eny® »EY Dlmed 8wy eDE Beadn .
v, 08 »E @O gdenEEy a8 Bug ©¢rn® ¢Sga
»OBsY RGsY OO BOSw edmE WO, "W, Ddwm
S0388 DO gowdB moTesy . K® «® IECHE
8o @) mOm." Bweey BHOD. 9O Hw »OB &8
BOBw Doty oy no® OB gud adeem
@535 (8 Yeoed.

©01 Bewdss mOnemR®A, a8 ¢wmd D gresin®
D10EG BoerlRMewsy BDwm BNJeB HOE DEHE ¢
WG, 0@ redt)ed emOwmder® O ©® ¢nd e®
2GR0 Do Bedm Vv 20 ocwn Bedmdr. e®ime,
OO DB PR O18DEG eI VHIB OO BT

e, ¢nmd O GeBRH® D1DEHDD 0d ACHE #B
S503eBOdews e ®OWR WOTHO a8 @) cuivwn.
DO BHWACW RED o »OYn BBOO 98 g8wi. Om
O 05im B 8800 0dmE WomD. vnmed
@ ©®3 O3 YT W3 BGHER Yen®, Br&BBnEs
IO Vel Bl 0dmd womd. & nIFOe aB
gew. I g0 demd Bwo. Em yoidewd GBE o qdwomeddd
emgdd Poad vxBw ABenddE Swed 26018 o eB ey
8B8Bewsy. Aol Dwed 25018 ¢ e®® ©d ®wwd
PeB)ed oy ewIdus wdOm e §En v
omQ®ummyy  -Finance Bill om- ©®®»n emcid.
VFenddE @wed 26018 ¢ Resolution om ©®@n
0. 80 @ Buwwd guenEEr @eadfdd 85D
ensny B@D Hoo ©wlEEND BWEE dYBIEBRST, 08
B3¢ 462857 801w eI, 1EE dYDOWE GeBEOO
Bowdd, 6BE D8y doOBn®0 w8 dy»ien
Bowd? aeadn® 0180800 88 a8ed ERHBmHB WO
O 0B Qdews’ @Oy ewd®r. @riuy ©O®
28Be®@sInd ng ©woOE IPDIGBOE B bese
VWD O ®EH.

95y »y @8 ¢usmo, & ¢ 50 ne E0d® OB OwO,
OBy IO 6530 Wi 0 O BGSW Yew DD, OO
DOed dPYHOL evTOTIHO HE Hew. 95 oy
28800500 »E ®®. ICH® OBED 8Eed®Ind
BE QR ey 9eescHO Him. 8O ©gyd BegdiDr w8wr. ©®S;
S5088BR® Sod - evedcn BwEs By e, "BgdDr v18®
©8®VD OO owe® Bhw covecd cCi@ewn. Bueo.
"s50BeB BBRresensy cvecd Ci@em. Smndss BB
coedamesy, BB dandewsy Bun gued el E1aew."
Boc On® Bocy Baewn. a8 gusiesy mnw;, & »Y¢
B,

OO @DEs A5 ® ewerrRens’ BB cuveced OB
90 ¢BBw Beamr. owed @Onx @@ ®Cew
ogddddmiemsd Bw. ogdddldmdiamed BBED@mICOS
Becorryd and; »om® Bewloww 8@, ©:8Eed®xInd
Bgg01D0 8@ afBe0dD. 95Y 85 SBEOWCDS; BB
8w B dBEDWmICOGE v oo 9EEDr. wif
econyd o oG & ¥ e¢rN® egddk@miemed o
®OT C1eed, Bvndus vSwed demd, O8I cosuFe
unw 88z, Oemd, ee®fwme 8B8ewm SvF®w
B8y, @8 cvmd aERHO OuDEFD woerddmewsy &l
WOY Y BID D& DDoemw BEDTY YLhnsInDd admnw
B oo, & @Dmas nE edWmiemud R BDIBHTDWG
035I5)® I8 OB BrIgdns cuivn.

edewd go B0 DO ewoDy, "cwmD RO
O0EM% weeaddmed ad "em®" dm sy ad full stop
O 2" Bw. @D, 688HS HBVOC B®@ B® aHMHEHIOST
BRem, et nw dewn DxDENdE g8 Bowenw
mOmed & D8dENed Fmogmwd, constitutional unity
O @Dand Bus ded nime egdwdmdeae BEwxim.
©® DEOE V® ©¢® WG WO, PHBYH® O1DEDIED
33 (2) (co) D100, 33 (2) (a7) DsDEND v, & 88D
n8m oD »HYF @dwy DRews’ oPLddmoens
Em@Bm BIcOn cuiow. doid yodsy Jood o@iwe? & g
WOy Bewed Domndiene Ben. gBwbmBmcemews’ "quo
warranto" g wew 9CE® vpnew 9e8ss eGP,
2098 Qoed BOwn mE8x 8BS Gsus OVIHWO



39 208E0®@sInd 40

[0St ©61 (29808 w) Sw®sB B Swvmn]

OO Bewloww B w1 gemrms ¢ed PO
Bewdo Bmys emoDo.

50 Boidwd, "B o09edd Buostes’, gemyd aw®
Bostes’" Boecy Deddme oo "o® BB Bmowozm
Owoznwm 08 Dwsled  ecsimy Ry Bolg
BB BOCEY  ecmrdn"  Bwc aBe®  gamcwmO
B3O WO B BBwWm DCB® eWTDo; VDDO e .
& o 990050 Y8, ewed Ons @dwimrelde
egddwlmime ©® B8acd  Bricdw 2 ¢wmOOdm
HFBHDO On0F  weerddm@ YD, @SR
D1DELOD aMd ¢ dig ¥V @ NG EEEOBTHO
830100 01880 B PO Y@@ eI BT erNedHB dedd
BHBO YEw» aBBBme cle-umne BN ocw Boeww
0T C1@d. F em® oweE ecu® gund ovemm,
HFBHDO O80EFND eDBHNBIDDD cEevme B
@@ 8¢ 0O Boadm 2O.

O BewdEs »ONEHROB, HDODD HENDO
0D wrerddmw OB @8 ©BpIeBOowWwd B
gFBe 8@ oo YBm alBD8mE® BEICO »Y
COTIHO 9B B a8 BOD, "“10BuBOSw BE Drewss -
offical capacity demz¥- »Ogn WO» V5RO WOYTHWO
86 d00 §Bwm alB08m® »E ¢@5in yooOs." Bwe. I
gBewdovwd cF ®mE. Y8 Bwusim. ©® Jed
BBsBOSw@ w880 BBCE e@mnle BDed? &n .
O e 83m oddhowmwed cuecd amd O
om0 OB HyOOE. & Dred® Ry RBBSA. Ry RO,
"5, B50NRBBOCwed mEnsnsy B owd B8siEd
8w n e0edd." BeEr. dwve yBeds m»on C@ds. &
30 ©® Jed EByDO BRE BBYNEHWBE C1e) €. &¢ g
¢0e 50 g@FeB® w@widwrs Beamda.

D DreesI® Y8, O g qB® awsd
Bedstery. g3 & B8EACD 48 o=y o amE Bodmds,
0w eIHC® HVwWBD Bw VB BWE. OO Ben ¢ gd@s
@DE BeadmDr, 0® Bwm $5ndus BOG 8dHSeHersI®
gend8 BB, & BusTery sun8uBddwed 8ue ICHE
90 WOTHO 00edB. Bodversi® seiy wwe 8¢
o5I8s DEHE EeNI8BOCw@O Bwost®m moygesy. »HY,
gdmw Bedstes’ emew®¢ “mBsBOiw enddsiesy
Doz IB. “0IBeBOSw enddsies’ dmmuded wagf
ssicowsy O ydm @B oOmD. ©YuBdld odamem
Bedvrwn 05 emSRTD “HBm geosid EBmO B8nY
DYDEE® @wsy BEDCD Bodverst® HwuEr Beamo.
O Bw Bedmd, dNDEE® ©OisemO D O»
08B0 Bl 0o 8Eed®sin O Bwecr. On®
D000 Bwo BeR®ID, OO B50ReBOSwW wagdd ©xy
WDOTHO O, wafd o8 »E® o0Oxves’ abyemd
2DENO®™E drnIeBOCWO  ICHE Bowd oyp
"20@Bn® 89 #BEE Bedsiery dm wmwes .
OO o 608 B #BE Bedtesy" Bucy, »OG add
Bwm B03e8 HOW DOV W CDOB Bwo.

Bwm B50ds8 HOs BIs Yd Bwcs 88 aw OB
odnsy O n8m DOH. VBB 08RO §Bw8008
BCHRE GOOsB B By ©@W0 gw 9uImdh. O® wng
D5, OFw KHBm svFews ¢¢ afolg BE OemHHO B8ED

DO 0D eOmE WO BAIL o O8H ©wODP®
OO @¢ 9OFO BRED YrwS e, On&ed
seed $00de BERCD. YT ¢ 8O Bwm Bx0ndud
OO »®H® BGdR Yoy @m0, -®BIYB BWsIHO,-
¢ ot B0, Biwm S503sB BHOw gadme HBOD. O
Bz o550 donB BeEr @0-md® Bester esind
8o %808, 18, OO BYST ®1 ee9ddwE Bedmda.
@i, P »OB Beslerd, "e®@m gud vy, god
3835086 Bwo OO, BowE - @RedR B EVWO 6® Jed
Goess @88 Bw @nd. I 2l3%8w quvd BAIe @nd. I
a8m8w B 0B PR O POBE HOB Dwm BNIBSH
DOs" BueEr. 00 EF¥nHO® VPO vwwm, VP O
oEBTI® B® .

©® B882cd Bod 8y “r0nius BBwdiewn, -On® e®
©2®ed B B O Ondied »® Bwd O ©3 Bywi.-
20052 ewd 20062 Bgyen w@sinameme B, -8
eI & ymnewsy Bweedmdr,- "e@imdie ecdg
BBeegsiO Bedm ydm? @8 wirles 9@ A deuwl. a8
00 ©5iesy OO onf eudddw" Bwco. "What problems do
the Tamils have? We go in the same bus, we share the same
teapot" BwoB BOed. B®ed Drdw §1D® ©® BDDs, " That is
the problem. You are prepared to share the teapot but you
are not prepared to share State power" ©»® I o
0udd8e ed¢ OTIHO WmOBB, »HYT s AW eI
OO OB 2 B DNwm E503sB nOw @YY
¢RTesY @@ Jed 8@ - eRdR 85 eONBWd e® Ced
Grssed gdmB8e BwemmO yoosy d9m »Oew »Swd.
©6®»0; 865dR vWsved I 80 Bdwm SrnIeB OGO
B8GdR8, aedt) sFewd Bw® Em Bwo OIHO DBy BwEo
Bomds. a8 2015 &£5D808s w©y Im g@m. O
8OVoTed ouvednl®m efcivwsl Bedmds, HxNIeB
OO, B0l B OB e OB een® B ©¢sNd
@705y, P Pe®ENOO B5NIBB eOTIHO dvy. eBedoEm
a8vwest Beadm gul Bwumd, "mnw;, BDwm Br0nlesB
BO® BwnsImd @n)"8 Bwo.

B EHDEB® B»EFNOBODE o eDHWO acwws
BRem, "o®omzy gud Do8wen Bedm" BweEd. ©©
B0, DodvewsI® o® 0 smed g Be®nry ©yd
g5t & qewes 0dmd O @B Bweco. 1982 qo w108
B0 BOCHmede B SHDEBD medihae® gBBwE
Dnews’ od.a08. Bwudd PNHOwWD B5icw ¢Bivn. Y
1983 48 ®wed WEIAC §1Bedm 020 & Wi S5HDEE®
DERNOBODE E5I¢w OB 0d.q08. BwdbD VWFOwWOS
¢0td 0 20 Bw, ¢ 88 BBw ¢, ¥weB BBw 808
®OE I OREHTI®O. 8 I? aInd@fod 9E®:® Beo.
2015 &20008 08008 ¢ @® o B5D8E® W eBeNw® BeE
DRewsy B53¢n ¢5ivN, Owg 2eSWBDWO.

RYTed g ¢BO e®wmwe? B, gc E» DE8m
00w DGO D& e, wdwe B eDE Bedmd;
088w0® ey @D Bedmh. D, ewicd! »ys ¥Ted
DReHE0En Q¥0 D) Bedmne? O® B,
BodsewsI® i 8 D8Bm »eBH® 0® B HOG 5 OD
BCEH ACE Bw OO Bomdh. syBe S smew BYeed,
D@eeN® ¢usd gmnd; guwdy »HIFOGE. e® dissed
Bbve ©n, @@ e ewlsig @¢m -two centres of power at the
apex of the State- Agews. O© Bwo v edmE we o
Bedsr0o.



41 2018 ece®a8 18 42

00, Bwm BNIsB BB V(OO BGdd Yeay, Cowm
00w sWved wwdmews. g; 8 8 adysnd
DRBed®s, OFw D1@e&m eudBeads wI@Emews.
S5m0 DYBB evoen 988ur wJ Bedn B8BO® Gedin®
D10EG woerddHBY &8 wYewInw . g8 ouh
83er? 50 GedQn® OOEND wewld. wdyden, mHO
2 HBHDO O18DENOE, 50 8EedxIny ©BOS; O,
20 §E» aBBBmO® »Bdedcwn, 88E ©wy odnmEm
3BBOE®OODCEO B® 0590, ©®8 w&Sm aB8R0:8m0,
wodmadm aBB08mO, iz ®ww g0 glB0:8m0,
2DBnesied  glR0:8mO, oundd yooBuesied
28B0:8m0, ©8wow BEe yodBuried aBB0:8m»®
anes e e uvddedcwn Bedny Gredt)n® D100
wewo; ¥ Di8m ©OED0 8w mE» DwgdF o
$BDO OBDEFDS el euvd 83xeny. »HEL, Ow
emedstesy IO, 96 &g edmD B, g Beanm I
g@»0 end; Dwucdw SO Swwm BrNIsB BHO®
2ewd8 BHBO0 928 W 0® B8O GO D1OEL
8oeRIDDBY 88 8nerdne @¢m. & D1er® Bwo B3,
OB HOBRTesT B0, wOyYen edin® DuOEGOHO
@YD) DR B,

©0 Bewd®s mOsnemnn®B, ©© 80 Db &8s dnewsy
D DHOBID DEIeBeB ) D5Tes 5. DDIWD B50BBB
DOw 8D qod gt ¢BO® 9@ m»HIMEB. vgBwe
BB BE WIS B b, & BEACD @
eNBRY e SBIDO 8D @f BO (& Beadndl. dgTed &
e qBO amd, SN38B HOB ednE wWE W8 Bwo &
3BBmE dNDoE §m0 OO Beams. o® 88
O BBOO ¢0END A 8O o VIR FBOH
0.

[3.02p.m.]

@6 98.8. 13®5IBST Bwmo

(omeuTLL0)@ 6TiD.6T. Lo Teir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity
to say a few words on the Adjournment Motion moved by
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna. This issue of abolition of
Executive Presidency, as all the speakers before me have
adverted to, has been there for quite some time. It has not
just been there but it has had the endorsement of our
people at every Presidential Election. So the mandate of
the people to abolish Executive Presidency has been with
us for quite some time.

In fact, in 2015, when the Presidential Election was
held we thought that the Executive Presidency as a system
of government will be abolished very soon. But
unfortunately through the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution we were able to do only a part of what
needed to be done and if one remembers the day the
Nineteenth Amendment was passed, repeatedly this
House was assured that through a new Constitution
whatever that could not be accomplished in the
Nineteenth Amendment would be addressed and
accomplished. Executive Presidency - or rather the
abolition of the Executive Presidency - is an important
element of that. This has dragged for some time.
Although in the process that we have to draft a new
Constitution for the country, we have in the Interim

Report suggested that the Executive Presidency be
abolished. In arriving at the Interim Report, in the
committee discussions, there was a point at which all
parties actually agreed to the abolition. However,
subsequently when political parties made their positions
known on various issues some of the political parties
namely, Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, All Ceylon Makkal
Congress and the Tamil Progressive Alliance made
certain reservations with regard to the abolition of
Executive Presidency.

The very recent incidents that have happened in this
country, I am sure, have now caused those Parties also to
reconsider their position with regard to Executive
Presidency. In fact, they have said so. We should now,
without any further delay, abolish the Executive
Presidency. But, it is not only the abolition of the
Executive Presidency, the new Constitution that has been
promised must also be brought. That is a promise to the
people and as an integral part of that, the abolition of the
Executive Presidency also must happen.

While the process to enact a new Constitution was
being delayed, we saw various other events overtaking us
and the conduct of the Executive President himself is an
important part of that. So, we are here today after almost
two months of a constitutional crisis that was triggered
off by the Executive President. The Executive President
who purported to exercise powers which he did not have -
perhaps labouring under misconception, under wrong
advice or the habit that had been formed by the
Constitution as it obtained prior to the Nineteenth
Amendment - made certain moves.

On the 26th of October, first, he purported to remove
the Prime Minister in office and appoint another in his
place. That power that the President had prior to the
Nineteenth Amendment was specifically removed from
the Constitution through the Nineteenth Amendment.
Article 47 enumerated as (a), (b) (c¢) -three ways in
which a sitting Prime Minister lost that post. Article 47.
(a) was, if the President removed the Prime Minister from
office. So, the President was empowered to remove the
Prime Minister from office. That Article 47. (a) or rather
Article 47 now finds place in the Constitution, after the
Nineteenth Amendment, as 46. (2) and in Article 46. (2),
there are only two situations that are listed instead of the
three that were there prior to that, and the one that had
been taken out or removed is the power of the President
to remove a Prime Minister.

So, in the Nineteenth Amendment, quite clearly, the
President's power to remove a Prime Minister at will was
repealed, was taken out, and the President no longer has
that power. Nevertheless, that act was done. This House,
subsequently on the 14th of November, declared that act
to be unconstitutional and illegal.

Thereafter, His Excellency prorogued Parliament. He
first announced 16th of November as the date on which
Parliament was to convene subsequent to prorogation.
However, subsequently, he advanced that date to 14th
November. But, in the meantime, on the 09th of
November, he issued certain Proclamations. By a
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Proclamation, he purported to dissolve Parliament. Again,
that was a power that His Excellency the President had
prior to the Nineteenth Amendment. After the expiration
of one year, if the previous Parliament had not been
sooner dissolved, the President could dissolve Parliament.
But in the Nineteenth Amendment, that situation changed
drastically and the power of the President to dissolve
Parliament at will was circumscribed, was limited, was
restricted and he could not dissolve Parliament for a
period of four-and-a-half years from the first Sitting of a
Parliament unless Parliament itself, by a Resolution
adopted by two-thirds, requested the President to do so.
These are all very clearly spelt out in black and white.

Unfortunately though, disregarding these clear and
specific provisions that had been brought in by the
Nineteenth Amendment, His Excellency purported to
dissolve Parliament and several Members of this House
and other citizens challenged such act of the President in
the Supreme Court. That, again, was made possible
because in the Nineteenth Amendment, the blanket
immunity that the President had previously had been
relaxed and a citizen could invoke the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court by a Fundamental Rights petition against
the official acts of the President. Those were the
applications that were heard by the Supreme Court
eventually by a Bench of seven Judges and the unanimous
conclusion of those seven Judges is that the President had
violated the Constitution when he purported to dissolve
Parliament before the expiration of a period of four-and-a
-half years from the date of first Sitting of this Parliament.

During this process, many people made comments
about the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution
saying it was hurriedly brought, ill-conceived, badly
drafted et cetera. But, if one reads the Judgments of the
Supreme Court, one can rest assured that there is no such
thing and the Nineteenth Amendment is lucid, clear,
unambiguous and had made deep inroads into the powers
of the Executive President, as promised to the people
before His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena contested the
2015 Presidential Election.

In point of fact, in November, 2014, when the Hon.
Maithripala Sirisena addressed a press conference and
declared himself to be the Joint Opposition Candidate, the
first time he made that deceleration, he made three
promises to the country. The first of those promises was
that he would abolish the Executive Presidency. The
second promise was that he would reform the
Parliamentary Election System and the third was that he
would appoint the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe as Prime
Minister. Those were the three promises that candidate
Maithripala Sirisena gave the people of this country in
November, 2014.

Through the Nineteenth Amendment, although we did
make serious strides in the direction of abolishing the
Executive Presidency, in my opinion, Sir, what we have
today can hardly be called “Executive Presidency”, if you
compare it with what we had prior to the Nineteenth
Amendment. But, unfortunately, no one quite appreciated

what had been done through the Nineteenth Amendment.
There is very little that the President can do by himself
after the Nineteenth Amendment. Even with regard to
governance, even with regard to his role in Cabinet, his
role with regard to appointment of Ministers, assignment
of subjects and functions, there is very little that he can
do unilaterally or, as he pleases. The Nineteenth
Amendment has brought a situation where the President
and the Prime Minister must work together and if they do
not, we would have a situation of standoff as we had.

So, the Nineteenth Amendment was only a stopgap,
was only an initiative - it could only be something
temporary until you did it in full. So, if abolition of the
Executive Presidency is a programme, we have done half
way or, maybe a little further than half way, but it must
be done in full. You cannot continue with the Nineteenth
Amendment being part of our Constitution for too long.
We will face situations like we faced in the last month or
SO.

So, this must change. As the Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy
Wickramaratne pointed out, there cannot be two centres
of power. Now we have that under the Nineteenth
Amendment and that must be rectified. In rectifying that,
we must give effect to the mandate that the people of this
country had given this Parliament, not only to this
Parliament, they have been giving this mandate for quite
some time, for two decades. But at least in this
Parliament that must be accomplished, that must be
honoured, and the abolition of Executive Presidency must
necessarily form an important part of the new
Constitution that we enact in this Parliament or, through a
process of this Parliament and a Referendum. That too is
a promise and that must be accomplished.

Many people think that the time has run out, the
opportunity has been missed that it is now not possible to
enact a new Constitution. I do not think so. I think the
lessons that we learnt in the last 50 odd days will be
useful in Members of this House and the citizens of this
country - the voters of this country - deciding on the
enactment of a new Constitution. The experience of this
country over the last month or so should not be wasted,
should not be in vain. There have been some sideshows
also and I am sure the citizenry has watched those
sideshows also. The sideshows are that in this whole
process anybody who does not belong to the majority
community has no place or no role to play in the national
life of this country. That is a not so subtle message that
keeps getting communicated to the country. So, for
instance, if I, Sumanthiran, plays a role with regard to
these matters, that is a message that is given. Hidden
behind that is the message, “How dare he, a Tamil, play
a role in the national life of our country”. That is the
question, most often unarticulated question, but some
articulated it also. These sideshows have also been
watched by our people. When I say "our people", |
particularly mean the majority community of this
country. They detest that kind of communalism that is
being spewed out venomously by certain politicians.

We have had not just the last two months experience;
we have had the experience of three-decade-long bloody
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war in this country. No one wants to return to those days.
If that is to be achieved, then one must realize that every
citizen of this country, whatever be his ethnicity, his
language, where he lives, he has an equal stake in the
affairs of this country. There is no second-class citizen of
this country. “All are equal” is a proposition that I think
our people have embraced and they know the value of
that and that is why I say when in these sideshows these
attempts are made to whip up base communal feelings,
our people will reject them and reject they must.

When a new Constitution is presented, as amongst
other things, a solution to the Tamil national question that
has plagued this country for seven long decades, we will
have a verdict from our people, not just from people who
are numerically the minority in this country, but from the
majority community itself, rejecting these tribal,
communal notions and endorsing that everyone in this
country is equal and they must have due place and the
facility to participate as an equal citizen in this country in
all its affairs. You cannot be said to be disabled, if you are
a Tamil or a Muslim or a Christian or a Hindu, somehow
inferior. Numbers do not give you status, numbers do not
give anyone any higher status, it is the commitment of a
person to that country that gives him status.

Our people have repeatedly, through democratic
elections, informed the country that we are willing to live
within a united, undivided, maybe even indivisible
country and that therefore, the others must acknowledge
that readiness, must clasp the hand that has been stretched
out by us. But if you do not do that, if anybody tells me
that I have no place to play a role in the national affairs of
this country, that person cannot tell me that I must remain
in this country. If I am not an equal citizen of this
country, I cannot be held by force to be a citizen of this
country. I would have every right to demand that I go my
separate way. So, the choice is of the majority
community. We have said very clearly what our position
is, and by our acts and deeds even in the last few days, we
have shown that we are willing to participate and live as
full citizens of this country. The choice is with those who
do not want to accept that offer. They are the ones who
will be responsible if the country does not progress, if it
regresses.

So, on this opportunity when we discuss the very
important issue of abolition of the Executive Presidency,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to bring to the attention of the
House and the country that that must be a necessary part
of the new Constitution that we make, because a
Constitution is a social contract between the peoples who
live in this country. So far, we have not had a social
contract to which all the peoples of this country have
consented to and we still have that opportunity.

Time may be short, but quite sufficient for us to do
that and I appeal to all that we do not squander that
opportunity, that we use that opportunity, that we abolish
the Executive Presidency and make a new Constitution
for the country, where all the people will be equal and
share power in an equal way.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. Before
he starts, the Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees will
take the Chair.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, today we are
discussing this Motion that pertains to the question of the
abolition of the Executive Presidency. Since 1982,
successive presidential candidates have campaigned for a
mandate to abolish the Executive Presidency. Every one
of them have also succeeded in breaching that mandate,
attempting to contest a subsequent Presidential Election.
One President quite recently brought about the
Eighteenth Amendment to perpetually remain the
President of this country. So, the lure, the greed to retain
power, particularly Executive power, is such that
everyone who promised to abolish the Presidency
succeeded in not abolishing it, but doing the reverse by
attempting to retain it, contest it once again as well as
attempting to be in office perpetually. So, that is the
history of the abolition of the Executive Presidency in
this country.

More particularly on two occasions, directly the
Executive President could not control Parliament and a
different party came to power in Parliament, which
resulted in serious duality in power. There had been two
centres of power. We experienced this between 2001 and



47 208E0®@sInd 48

[061 685 wBE® ©wmn]

2004, where Her Excellency Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga, who was elected to her second term, had to
survive with a hostile Parliament, of which the current
Prime Minister had control. I was a central figure in that
drama since she lost power in Parliament because she
expelled me from Cabinet and I had to cross the Floor of
this House and within five months of my going to the
Opposition, the Government lost its majority and she had
to dissolve Parliament.

In the subsequent election, we joined the United
National Party as a constituent party of the then United
National Front Coalition, defeated Her Excellency the
President’s Party - the People’s Alliance - and formed the
administration. So, during that period between 2001 to
2004, there was an attempt to survive as a Cohabitation
Government. That experience resulted in serious policy
differences between the two sections: particularly, the
Executive President's Party and those who represented her
in Parliament as well as the Party which had the majority
in Parliament, that of the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe,
who had to be sent out of power in the Election in 2004.
So, this experiment of cohabitation between two centres
of power when they are from different political parties is
something that we are experiencing now. Once again, |
am, in this whole drama, another central figure by being
on the side of the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe whereas
we elected His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena on a
common platform with a variety of different partners,
both directly and indirectly.

The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna also joined in the
struggle to unseat His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa for
the very reason that he wanted to perpetuate his power by
bringing in the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution
and arrogate to himself all executive power in one single
office which became a serious threat to Parliamentary
democracy in the country. His Excellency Maithripala
Sirisena contested the election on a platform of totally
abolishing the Executive Presidency and with a promise
not to seek office once again. However, his actions for the
past one year or more has convinced all of us that he is
seeking to renege the promise he made to the people and
whether directly or indirectly he is attempting to seek
power again by wishing at least to become a candidate in
the next election.

Yesterday we had a massive rally in the Galle Face
Green, perhaps one of the largest rallies that this country
ever saw. People turned up to celebrate the restoration of
democracy in the country, since they saw the attempt by
the purported Government that was installed wrongfully
and unconstitutionally by His Excellency the President in
the October 26" swearing-in ceremony. So we have seen
quite interestingly the swearing-in ceremonies of Prime
Ministers being done in secret without media being
present twice, one to install Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
Prime Minister and the other to swear in Ranil
Wickremesinghe as the Prime Minister.

Be that as it may, today we are grappling with the
situation of whether we should continue with this dual

centres of power and that it is totally unsuitable for the
country’s democracy, but little forgetting that the
electoral system in the country too plays a role in this.
That is why we, minority parties, were quite keen that we
should address the issue of the electoral system as well
together with the abolishing of the Executive Presidency.
Yesterday, the Prime Minister was seen to suggest that he
wants a two-thirds majority to abolish the Executive
Presidency and install a Parliamentary System of
Governance after removing the Executive Presidential
System whereas his Deputy Leader, Sajith Premadasa
very openly said that we must contest and carry on this
Government up to next September or October - the full
term of His Excellency the President - and conduct the
next Presidential Election and then attempt to win that
election. So the United National Party itself appears to be
having two points of view and this is a question of some
confusion for some of us who are in this coalition. So it is
important for us to address that issue.

Sir, we need to resolve serious political questions
about the electoral system. None of us are in favour of
abolishing the current electoral system for the reason that
we have experienced the worst in the Local Government
Election as well as in the attempt to change the electoral
system of the Provincial Councils. In six Provincial
Councils, no elections have been held and the
Delimitation Committee’s Report has been rejected by
this Parliament even by the Minister who brought the
system voting against it. That was the comedy of errors
that we saw being staged in Parliament.

Therefore, there is a dilemma here. Of course, the
Janatha Vimukuthi Peramuna wants the Executive
Presidency abolished for the right reasons. But we cannot
divorce it from the entire Constitution and the need to
change the other things. What about the devolution
aspect? We must also remember that abolishing of the
Executive Presidency cannot be done without a
Referendum because there are entrenched Articles that
needs to be changed and that will certainly attract a
Referendum and the Supreme Court will no doubt rule
that this question cannot be decided by this Parliament
alone by a two-thirds majority. It has to be subjected to a
Referendum. So, if a Referendum is to be won, all
sections of the country have got to be convinced that we
do not want such a system. So, people are not interested
in piecemeal tinkering with the Constitution. What we
want is an overall Constitutional reform which will
replace the Constitution with a new system by addressing
every issue of contention.

That is why we appointed a Steering Committee and
that Steering Committee’s Report has been finalized and
we have tabled it in Parliament. We were to debate it.
We have perhaps come to some understanding with the
Tamil National Alliance that by February we will
introduce it to Parliament to attempt to see whether we
can have an endorsement of that with a two-thirds
majority in this House. But there are different points of
view. -[Interruption.] No, we need to look at whether we
can introduce changes to the Constitution with an
agreement by all parties because now the JVP does not
want the Executive Presidential System; some of you
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want to change the electoral system; some have issues
pertaining to the devolution aspects of the Constitution
and His Excellency the President seems to be having
serious reservations about the appointment of judges
through the Constitutional Council. Having voted for it ;
having approved it, he is now beginning to complain that
the senior-most judges do not get appointed since the
Constitutional Council is not looking at seniority. This is
one of those complaints that he sought to make when we
were summoned to meet with him when the Prime
Minister was sworn in. Everybody listened to what he
said.

Now there is an issue concerning three political
leaders in the country. One is Maithripala Sirisena, the
other is Ranil Wickremesinghe and the next one is,
Mahinda Rajapaksa.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(oressTL1fl@ eyt aneiD)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Thank you.

These three political leaders are looking at their
political future. So, the abolition of the Executive
Presidency or reintroducing the Westminster System
cannot be designed for the whims and fancies of these
three individuals. The Constitution of the country is not
the property of Ranil Wickremesinghe or Maithripala
Sirisena or Mahinda Rajapaksa. That is an eternal
document. That is the sacred book upon which this entire
country's governance is conducted.

Now, what is the problem? The Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa wishes to abolish the Executive Presidency
because he cannot contest the next Executive Presidency.
It is an issue for him. The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe is
a leader who does not believe in emotional, sentimental
propaganda or irrational campaign to mislead the masses.
He himself has not contested the last two Presidential
Elections, but he feels that since he is a political leader
who appeals to the intelligentsia of the country, he cannot
conduct an emotional, sentimental or irrational campaign.
So, he has always opted to let others contest for the
Presidential Election. He has an interest in restoring
Parliamentary democracy so that he can get himself re-
elected to Parliament and then control Executive power
through Parliament without an Executive Presidency as a
different centre of power. His Excellency Maithripala
Sirisena, having promised the country that he is going to
abolish the Executive Presidency, now wants perhaps to
look at a “second bite at the cherry” as we call it, to try
and contest the Executive Presidency once again having
promised the country that he will not seek re-election. So,
this question cannot be decided on the whim and fancy of
individual political leaders, but we have got to look at
how the governance has been impacted by having dual
centres of power, whether we are able to have proper

separation of powers in the context of the Executive
Presidential System.

Certainly, we saw that during the last 51 days, the
experience of this country was such that an irrational,
emotional and sentimental President, who is hell-bent on
trying to interpret the Constitution to his own
convenience, can seriously jeopardize governance in the
country. That is what we experienced. Seven Judges of
the Supreme Court of this country unanimously held that
the constitutional provisions had been violated in
dissolving Parliament. The question of installing a Prime
Minister went before the Court of Appeal. The Supreme
Court, in a unanimous verdict, held that the dissolution of
Parliament was unconstitutional. With that, at least
indirectly, the issue pertaining to the majority of
Parliament deciding the fate of Prime Minister was put to
rest. So, all these complications arise out of this particular
issue.
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Now, it is a sour grapes story. You tried to grab power
through the back door. Now, at least through the front
door, you have come and taken the position of the Leader
of the Opposition. Never try it through the back door.
You tried to grab power of the Prime Ministerial Office
through the back door. Now, you have come through the
front door taking the- [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Out of your advice, the former President, I hope, will
not become a former Member of Parliament. I mentioned
this morning, there is a serious issue. Let alone being the
Leader of the Opposition, whether he is a Member of
Parliament has to be decided by a Select Committee of
this House ultimately. I am not being personal here. |
have my deepest respect for the former President. I asked
him when I met him after this crisis why he was in such a
haste. Some of you have pushed him into a serious
political debacle. A man who was riding in the high wave
of popularity has compromised his popularity
unnecessarily trying to grab power through the back door
to satisfy a few of you who had misled him. That is his
fate. I hope he would see some saner counsel soon and
resign to his fate as the Leader of the Opposition in the
coming years to come.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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It being 4.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on Wednesday,
19th December, 2018.
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