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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. .M. ANANDA
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO STUDY AND REPORT TO
PARLIAMENT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENSURE

COMMUNAL AND RELIGIOUS HARMONY IN SRI LANKA:
NOMINATION OF MEMBERS
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public

Enterprise and Kandy City Development and Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and

Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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Sjeui @)FFewusE plealiimyr?

(=) QCm, eysir?

asked the Minister of Social Welfare and Primary
Industries:

(@) Will he inform this House-

V)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

whether a Primary Industry Council has

been established as per Proposal No.182 of
the Budget, 2016;

if so, the date on which it was established
and its location;

whether he will briefly explain the objective

of establishing a Primary Industry Council
and the programme for same;

whether a list of experts to be involved in
the Council is submitted;

whether a list of primary industries active in

Sri Lanka at present as indicated in the
above Proposal is submitted; and

the primary industries newly started in Sri

Lanka, including those in the North and
East, with the conclusion of the armed
conflict in 2009?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House-
(i) the length of the Matara-Beliatta railway
line;
(i) on which date its construction work was
commenced;
(iii)  what its construction cost is;

(iv) how many railway stations, tunnel and
bridges will be constructed from Matara to
Beliatta and what their expenditure will be,
separately;

(v) accordingly, what will be the cost per
kilometre for constructing that railway line;

(vi) when the construction work is due to be
completed; and
(viii) what contracting company is carrying out
the construction work?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the total cost borne by the Government on
the Public Representations Committee on
Constitutional Reforms;

(i) the names of the members of that
Committee;

(i) the criteria that were taken into
consideration in appointing the members to
that Committee; and

(iv) the number of Committee members who
have recommended that Chapter II of the
Constitution regarding the status of
Buddhism should not be changed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, the Hon. Douglas Devananda and I were present
at the Steering Committee of the Constitutional Assembly
yesterday. There was no decision taken to present a draft
Constitution to Parliament but only a Report of the
Experts was being considered to be presented. So let the
Hon. Leader of the House not mislead Parliament. It is a
matter of the Constitutional Assembly.
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asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous

Medicine:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the total number of Tuberculosis patients
that have been reported from the Ratnapura
District from the year 2010 to date;

(ii) the names of MOH Divisions from which
the aforesaid patients have been reported;
and

(iii)  of the measures that will be taken by the
Ministry to provide healthcare facilities that
are necessary for the Tuberculosis patients
in the Ratnapura District?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
Will he state-

(@)

(b)

)

(ii)

(iif)

the steps that have been taken to construct
the proposed wind shield for Norochcholai
Lakvijaya Coal Power Plant for minimizing
the damage caused to the environment by
the power plant;

whether he is aware that the farmers living
in areas surrounding the power plant are
facing severe difficulties as there is no wind
shield for the power plant; and

the date on which construction of the wind
shield will be commenced?

Will he also state-

)

the nature of the steps that will be taken to
prevent accumulation of ash in the
premises of the power plant; and
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(if)

the amount of the compensation that has
been paid to the farmers whose cultivations
have been damaged due to the ash that is
emitted from the power plant?

(¢)  Will he inform this House-

(i)
(ii)
(i)
(iv)

whether Norochcholai Plant has obtained a
valid environmental protection licence;

if so, of the date on which the aforesaid
licence was issued;

the date on which that licence will expire;
and

whether the Ceylon Electricity Board will
undertake responsibility for the failure of
the power plant to fulfil the conditions
stipulated in that licence?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister
Indigenous Medicine:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) that the kidney disease is spreading fast in
the North Western Province;

of Health, Nutrition and

(ii) if so, the Divisional Secretaries' Divisions
from which patients of kidney disease have
been found at present and the number of
patients that has been reported from each of
those Divisional Secretary's Division,
separately;

(iii) the number of patients of kidney disease
reported from the Kurunegala and Puttalam
Districts from 2010;
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(iv) the health facilities arranged by the
Government for the patients of kidney
disease in the North Western Province to
obtain treatment; and

(v) the measures taken by the Government for
the wellbeing of the families in which there
are patients of kidney disease?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Justice and Prison Reforms:
(a)  Will she inform this House-

(i) the addresses of Ministerial Offices of the
Minister of Justice and Prison Reforms;

(if)  if rent or lease is paid for the said Offices,
the monthly rental/lease; and

(iii)  the total rent/lease paid from the year 2015
up to the year 20177

(b)  Will she also inform this House-

(i) the number of officials in the personal staff
of the Minister;

(if)  the number of vehicles allocated for the said
personal staff; and

(iii) the number of vehicles allocated to the
Minister?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale - Minister of Justice
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asked the Minister of Social Welfare and Primary
Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of persons in the North Western
Province who receive the Disability
Allowance;

(i) separately, the said number as per each
Divisional Secretary's Division;

(iif)  whether he is aware that a large number of
persons remain in the waiting list since
2015 to get the Disability Allowance;

(iv) the steps taken by the Ministry to provide
the Disability Allowance to the group of
people who have been in the waiting list for
a considerable period of time?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Higher Education and Cultural

Affairs:
(a)

Will he inform this House-

(1) whether the current Director General of

National Archives has assigned to herself
the exclusive authority of monitoring
confidential documents deposited at the
National ~ Archives,  although  the
methodology adopted to monitor all main
sections of the National Archives up to
now, was to follow a formal mechanism
where the said responsibility is shared by
the Director General, the Staff Officer and
a graduate officer who holds responsibility
in this regard;
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(i) if so, of the reason behind such action;

(iii) her qualifications which warranted the
appointment as the Director General
although she is not a person with any prior
experience or professional qualifications in
protecting and monitoring confidential
documents of the Public Service; and

(iv) whether the risky decision to assign the
responsibility of confidential documents to
a single individual within the establishment
procedure would not be in violation of
accepted establishment procedures?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

The answer will be given on next Sitting day.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir,  move,

"That the Government Business shall have precedence this day."
amaw 88esz 8, et es®®» Ses.

T B SLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.

Question put, and agreed to.

g®m50:RBw6 CBEdRD WICH W

OO FFHFFTT HCOTFWEBTI (& (L SH 6T
MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir,  move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No.112  of
the Parliament and the resolutions adopted by Parliament on 20th
June 2018 and 17th July 2018, the Ministerial Consultative
Committee on Defence and the Ministerial Consultative Committee
on National Policies and Economic Affairs shall consist of eleven
(11) Members."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order No.8 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
20.06.2018, the hours of sitting of Parliament of this day shall be
10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m and 1.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.. At 5.30 p.m.
Standing Order No. 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 7.30
p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question
put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I call upon the Hon. Leader of the House to move Item
Nos. 33 and 34.
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MEDICAL (AMENDMENT) BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Health, Nutrition and
Indigenous Medicine, I move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second time.”

Sir, on behalf of the Minister, I also move Item No.
34,
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Question proposed.
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" Patients have every right to differentiate a specialist from a non
-specialist as the register would be accessible to everyone.

* This enables the Certifying Authority to define the required
criteria one should fulfill to be included in the Register.

* The Appointing Authority will be compelled to appoint
specialists based on standards prescribed by the Certifying
Authority.

* This will enable other organizations such as the private health
sector to follow and conform to the above standards in
enrolling specialists.

* This prohibits unqualified and part qualified individuals
engaging in specialist practice.

* Such register would help insurance providers, legal authorities
and agents issuing medical certificates for foreign employment
to authenticate specialist practitioners."
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“The intention of this registry is quite well seen to be to protect and
preserve the standards in health service sector in line with the practice in
other countries. We ourselves find it quite difficult to understand why
there was no specialists' registry in our country all this time. The names
of specialists in any subject should be available to be recognized and
given prominence to since they are specialized on that subject.”
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“Sri Lanka’s health service is one of the best not only
in Asia but in the world, WHO Director-General Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

Dr. Grebreyesus had stated that the reason behind the
high quality of Sri Lanka’s health service is because it is
freely available. Sri Lanka’s political leadership gives a
clear guidance to the Sri Lankan Health Service.”
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“...Sri Lanka has famously provided universal free, publicly
financed health care to its entire population since 1951 and as a
result has achieved stunning successes in improving health
outcomes. Its maternal mortality rate, for example, is lower than
some States in the United States which we all know has yet to
achieve Universal Health Coverage despite it being 15 times richer
than Sri Lanka.

If Sri Lanka can provide publicly financed health care to their
people why cannot their wealthier neighbours?”
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ez’ Bwus) e@s5I 0@ emdn OO =y 0BT W OBE:

“The country’s achievements are a testament to robust
leadership, unwavering political commitment and strong
partnerships dedicated to ensuring healthy lives and positive well-
being for all.”

& Ded®, Seventy-first World Health Assembly ©ozf@
Director-General of the World Health Organization, Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, @@ @® 8860 Bwmdo:
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“Many of the other countries I have visited, including China,
Cuba, Denmark, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, the
United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom are living proof that
universal health coverage is not a pipedream; it’s a reality for
countries all over the world, at all income levels.”

& D0d® IE 0l PNFOw, OBerPewIdd GwunBmed
28wuB, founder, e®simy e@en® Bw B VO yOF og B
Baews: “Microsoft Corporation Founder Bill Gates asked the
Commonwealth to look to Sri Lanka to know what ‘high
quality’ primary healthcare meant.”

8 ©ed®, Rt. Hon. Patricia Scotland, Commonwealth
Secretary-General c@s¥z e®ev® By 300 8= D&z s &
Rges: “The Commonwealth Secretary  General
highlighted Sri Lanka as a shining example in health
coverage for its population, which, she said, was
extending the service delivery to near universal levels.
She also appreciated Sri Lanka for the innovative and
forward looking approach aimed to promote affordable
health care for all its people, ......

@® yn BBsewsI® ged ¢LOIC Bu Wi eweds
eddww Bedmdr. OO eweds HFOANOSA, ged Ced
ewedy owBdse m»wn B0 o VIRV EnBOsTH
D). & Dedd®, British Medical Journal - BMJ - ®ezf
e®sIm 0®e®n® Bwmdd:

“Also laudable is the recent introduction of state operated
ambulance services in some parts of Sri Lanka, which would lead to
the reduction of the total ischaemic time, with further reduction of
STEMI in-hospital mortality.”
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Hon. Douglas Devananda, please. You have ten
minutes.
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I have no power to appoint anybody to the provincial
hospitals. Volunteers have been appointed to all the
Central Government hospitals by now. After taking over
the Ministry in 2015, in two weeks' time, I appointed and
made everybody permanent. But, I have no power to
appoint anybody to the provincial hospitals.
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I can understand that. But, the problem is -
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It is the Chief Minister and the other people who had
created a cooperative society and brought in new people
rather than appointing those who have worked during the
difficult times.
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Yes, I know. But, in one-and-a-half months' time, it
will come under the Governor. Then, we can take that
matter up at the Presidential Secretariat and I ask you to
do the needful.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon.(Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne.]
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[wresrfle rSls FuTBTwsST Yeuiser SewVswLw uSSSHTTs56.]
Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2.- (Amendment of section 12 of Chapter 105.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Those are inconsistent with Section 13 of the Medical
Ordinance.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 5. - (Amendment of section 74 of the principal enactment.)
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

6 @ 7 DoxiH emns ewmd@send emde wdnd HJu
G2 w8 Bewsw wom @&

by wpmyLh T  UTFHBIGET FL L CPVEGHIIT  LIGSUWITE
B) 555 Couswsr(p)6losords i 1_swamuhl_ i’ 1 gj.

Clauses 6 and 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.22 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 18th September, 2018.



1.4,

OO D8med gdwiy Geenw ey BORW BOI0E mE ¥n MY (WO 88 535 sY 83 BOunw evm BD0E me ¢n
G000 O8 3@E0 ey @00, 8Ounm & 0¢nBwen 0rnem®©D 015358 tetdmim eDn e 0w OBw Guw.

GOy

o mitifleri @miglt ugliilh GFinweal By ey Shsshisemerd swg LiTdlule CgefllaurTsds @&mlss Hsenerit Llsnip
FmSsriuLrg Nrg) SlewL_sg B)H euTrsisEner aneTFTl U iurdifume @ eI Cousnr(hib.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
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