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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

yEHORO Ddm BEnSy

allevT T35 615 (& eumiicLpey ailewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

a8 - 88 9190 : geFmon dwe®
WTen e - Loevflg CLomgeD: (B)6Vds & (61HL_6vTT6wT ey
HUMAN-ELEPHANT CONFLICT: TARGET SOLUTION
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
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STETLIENS SjeuT @)FFewudh@ Smlaliiuryr?

@) @Cne, erer?

asked the Minister of Sustainable Development,
Wildlife and Regional Development:

(@) Will he inform this House the amount of money
utilized in 2016 out of the allocation of Rs. 4000
million allocated to be used within three years for
devising a target solution for the human-elephant
conflict as per Proposal No. 175 of the Budget
2016 and its progress?

(b)  Willhe also inform this House-;

(1) the Ministries and institutions responsible
for implementing the above Budget
Proposal;

(i) the number of deaths and damages to
property owing to human-elephant conflict
reported from 1977 up to now in relation to
each year;

(i) whether compensation was paid by the
Government to the parties of persons who
died of the human-elephant conflict in each
of the above years;

(iv) if so, the amount of compensation in
relation to each year; and

(v) whether he explains the expected target
solution for human-elephant conflict
mentioned in the above Budget Proposal?

(c) Ifnot, why?

@G 38D e»DSBesG® Bum (Bows w-DEAD,
0588 5w YedBw wd8dm Bewdus ¢g@imsn®)

(oresryflg  urells  CgeuriGLHL - SUSIUTH T
oNallhsz), eusrFaurrdamar wHmip LrCss o lalmss
rg ojewwdsi)

(The Hon. Palitha Tewarapperuma - Deputy Minister of
Sustainable  Development, Wildlife and Regional
Development)
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asked the Minister of Justice and Prison Reforms:

(@) Will she inform this House -

(1) separately, the date on which the Attormey
General’s Department received
investigation reports which were sent by the
Financial Crimes Investigation Division
(FCID), having concluded the
investigations by 01.05.2018;

(i) the number of complaints upon which the
cases have been filed by now; and
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(iii) separately, the date on which the aforesaid e AS S -
each case was filed and the court before = 20150828 | F - -
which the case is heard? 24. 2015.09.01 AS - -]
25. 2015.09.18 - - RA
(b) Ifnot, why? 2. 2015.0021 FI - -
27. | 2015.09.23 AS B N
28. | 2015.10.05 AS B N
29. 2015.10.12 AS - -
®©0T BDEm™ gpeIde Ouwsdws (gdmdem ¥ 30. 2015.1020 - FIO -
31. 2015.10.20 - - RA

BTABND0 yResLdmS e ¢gRimunde) T 30151028 . RA

(wresryllg  (SBwd) svaT S5HCHETTV - B WHMID 33 2015.10.30 - RA ]

ApDEFFTEOVSET LNIFTEOLIIL| SPLOFFT) ;: ig:?ii‘gg - gg -

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale - Minister of Justice % CTIERIRE - - RA

and Prison Reforms) 3. 20151111 B B RA

OO WOINBDROB, 88w BERIH Bewo OO s eswowm™ 38. 2015.11.19 FI - -

39. 2015.12.02 - - RA
205D 0. 20151218 | - - RA
41. 2015.12.23 FI - -
42 2015.12.23 AS - -
[ 43 | 20151223 - N RA
* estrro@ew O» »d» ¢ EERO: 44. 2016.02.03 - FIO .
* LML Sl eweudsiii L aflswr 4. 2016.02.19 AS - -
* Answer tabled: 46. 2016.03.04 o FIO -
- : 47. 2016.03.28 - - RA
48. 2016.03.31 AS - -
49. 2016.04.19 AS - -
(2) (1) 50. 2016.04.29 - FIO -
51. 2016.05.06 FI - - ]
52. 2016.05.26 - - RA
53. | 2016.0621 - RA
54. 2016.06.21 - - RA
_ [ 5. 2016.06.21 FI B
ReportNo. | Date on which received Progress - yudle 56 720160621 - B RA
odimed by the Department 57. 2016.06.21 FI - -
i Ao eendne'80 |Concluded- Fillng Further Investigations | Receiving atention (RA) 58. 2016.07.07 E FIO N
a§% oo Indictment (F[)/Advise | ordered (FIO) cBLmed 0c 559 59. 2016.07.07 - - RA
Sent (AS)Discharge Papers |  £8k6 888wwu B0® | (RA)
Sent(DPS)Request madeto | 563 - (FLO) :
Magistate Court (RMC) 60. 2016.07.12 AS : -
Bodnend bel9-ad | 6. 2016.07.15 FIO .
e eony 868 (F) | 62. 2016.08.08 - FIO -
¢oocd G 38 I 8. | 20060819 : : XA
(AS)zmmcieat 64. 2016.08.24 - FIO _
o83 epf 6am 65. 2016.09.23 R RA
adm 3¢ 66. 2016.09.28 - FIO
8ocaf(DPS)Bevdans 6. 2016.10.06 - FIO
48moensd mon 5 68. 2016.10.10 AS - -
9dGORMC) 69. 2016.10.19 N - RA

1 2015.03.26 B FIO Yoo 70. 2016.10.21 AS - -

: . 1. 2016.10.24 X - RA
2 2015.03.26 AS - - 7. 2016.11.02 - - RA
3. 2015.04.10 H - . 73. 2016.11.02 B FIO N

74, 2016.11.09 - . RA
4. 2015.04.10 H - - 7s. 2016.11.09 B FIO B
5. 2015.0423 F - - 76. 2016.11.18 - - RA
7. 2016.11.19 AS B -
6. 0150423 H 78. 2016.11.24 - RA
A 2015.05.22 H - - 79. 2016.12.06 - - RA
80. 2016.12.15 : RA
8 20150522 ) R 8. 2017.01.04 - RA
9. 2015.05.22 H - - 8. 2017.01.16 - : RA
10. 2015.05.26 - FIO - 8. 20170116 - - RA
8. 2017.01.17 AS - -
1. 2015.06.05 - O - 8. 2017.01.17 - FIO
12. 2015.06.05 - . RA 8. 2017.01.17 AS - -
87. 2017.01.17 AS ) -
13. 2015.06.22 AS - - 88. 2017.01.23 B FIO -
14, 2015.06.25 - FIO - 8. 2017.02.21 - - RA
9. 2017.03.16 - - RA
15. 2015.06.26 - - RA o 01T - - X
16 2015.07.03 AS - 92. 2017.03.31 - - RA
— 9. 2017.04.06 FIO .
17. 2015.07.03 AS - o SHTIOLI - “
18. 2015.07.03 AS 9. 2017.05.17 - N RA
) 500 A - - \ 96. 2017.05.18 - : RA
‘ 97. 2017.05.24 - FIO -
2. 2015.07.03 AS | - - j 9. 2017.0530 FIO _
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of national schools in each
electorate in Kegalle District separately;

(i)  the names of the aforesaid schools; and

(iii)  the steps taken by the Ministry to increase
the number of national schools in Kegalle
District and to develop the existing schools
in that district further?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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PERSONAL STAFF OF MINISTER OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES: OFFICIAL VEHICLES
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asked the Minister of Social Welfare and Primary
Industries :

(@) Will he inform this House separately the name
and designation of each officer who is attached to
the private staff of the Minister of Social Welfare
and Primary Industries and has been allocated a
vehicle, along with details on the type of vehicles
allocated to them, registration number and the
name of the officer who authorized such
allocation of a vehicle?

(b) Ifnot, why?

OO ©BBIBD WS €IBE DWwD0

(oreTLllG SWhHS S([HeWTTEHVE5S)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OG0T ®ONGDHNOB, @O ©IWND W YO
D8I @@ e0NedsY & 9 ydm®d 8EnJ
CReEmD.

(@

BEBwo DHHBO 0¥ O Bwo 8.8 OB
od »® @B GommB c©® aB
D myed STt
D&vw

Bwo® ewed® | mb CAX 5836 | &z0leB

o@D E» (@D0@wadn) eCmB®ed

8w oC®m»® oz
CA/1/17/1
53]
2010.05.14
%&(ﬁ
BBed 3:4
DosiBw
OBy
2B
Co & .

B @0 DE d PG 1874

&0 oCm»® | (B3oua8)

foloralIer )

®wvmn

[Ffalefo) a®ds7 | E @@ PF 6572

Bemdsn | dwdem | (Bewsy)

B eCm®»®

&8s @305 | 28 (Beost) | CAQ 1760

2838w0c0d BSem

®»m0 eCEm»®

@odd ¢ CIS1EES DCE 28 PG 1901

B8ED w®as | (30838)

[O5l=4) Wm0

BEB




1381 205BedsInd 1382

[0S ©wsim B emBEm @wmo]

e®m 0 ePrmRws B, LB BE2
OO0 gm®n g Doy e Bedmr. Y S5
g0 82 oder m»r I »OY »OTed
esdoB®m® D OB CimB8 WOER wewo
@wIE®OD BedsIess.

(@) aog @v0ed.

®5 BOE S¥NBGH DV

(wrrszr'irrquﬂ@ LNwsv u"e_i',’r[,rrmé;&s)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®® g 0® WICEW gno; YE»HEE 008, OO
D OIBNBD RO,

O FOBROB, & BElsIO 00y »C g Bwe®
D05 8302500 eSO Tne?

O35 OBBID WO IBEH v

(wreTyll@ Swhs 5 HeTTSeVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O BEBeO O Dd® @ewes’ Dz S5
Beaz Do,

®G BOE S¥Nw6H w0
(oressry Ll LNoed réprwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
& e a)OBw P8 BeasTesy mY¢, ©0; HOBHOHR?

B3] ©BBID WO IR R Dvmo

(oresryll@ SWhs SHenTTSVs55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

E0808 oEmOed gom CA/1/17/1 9 2010.05.14 8508
B8oed 3:4 DosiBe ©8sT an®Be P& Bedmdo.

®5 BOE TGz Dvmo

(oressryLilg LNoed réprwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®® gqurler’ Im @008, ol HOBRSA.
2@000ewesy ©® Dy ¢n®B WS BedsIery Y B Wil
08 gusies’. DneEae & gv Beadmdo.

OO OBBID WS ERIBEH Dvmo

(wreryll@ Swhs S HeTTSVES)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

20m S BedsIeny ¢@imser eFmODCwAB.

®5 BOE STBNW6H w0

(oressryLlg LNoed réprwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O DOBNBWROB, o #OBDG YO ¢zd ©®
©0] ©Ied D YT OO gOIRBD FHED ©wI§
WO ¢RI YW BedmDr. ©0; ®WEID W€ BED
HOBROAB, 00 gwry 0® yEH©EO VIR 0 BEnG
005, qoe yEm HOBOGHO ew® WS 8End
CHEmDIw Bwr RIS 010670 & Bedmdl. ©O
DO HOO Beuv® BERTS R D HYT 00 o® yudmw
3BIDO. ©O FOBHOA, 89y 70 95® § OE@83 gwed
QYIWXDID GOREDST MOYR WO iYL Bediery e®®
3®00w OB, ©eBe §@1msOcwr ©® RIS
¢ meed, COPE deow Bledn = »ods, u@

018083ewO® o DEBS 20m0eds BwE 8Bww
©wesT ®B O, O DOTNEDROB, On®r iwwmO
018083wsI0 8O Bw @yn SBeE cHe 384m Y 0dm®
WBIEODY O8O DB BwsIesy 5B eOH® ¢oGeem @,
COPE ¢ 0®w G5 §Es ¢D®idmdns ece Béeda m e,
w6 H»BC WOV B Bewd® & @8, I meg o
gy aes @@B00ew e®® g®11eRwd B OEI PBIB
Bes, 01883650 1P @ 0® §eE BB BoddBD weo
OBO DS WD B O #OBRDIeesY GBOBIB &
25)1@1@8.

O OB WS €IBEH Do

(oreuTyLll@ SWhHS &([HeSTTEHeVE5S)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

g »Es BOy :@B0dwied mced B8R Yy ecw.
¢y 8O» qe ¢:1989 & 0 gdIw ewrd WD, &
0OIBTVO RN ¢BDEBewsI® BERGH E @¢Imd.

OO BOE OB Dwmo

(oreylE Mo rémrwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O WONBROB, ®od @B gnd; ydmw od®
yE»H OO wOITID WSBsY VO gwriesy. ©d #OBROS,
un yEDHWO VI EBin BECTHE e Bwo &
SdDoes Do,

OG DOINBDROB, e@m HBw DOTWORST @n
yEm @ Beo, ety sWeed s 0w §enst
8EnC ¢B¥00 WO 1. VIR I, Ged B@E
D1 C DS Ben 20. I 8B oamns 8 mHno
Pew. 2, & O¥smed Bueige »DiiE oudmesy
08B BY & DEsmB B WO vededd, VYsIed OgS
DD DD Bws) OB meiE BE8sY, & 8w
OHRVROB, DaBe wBBOBE ¢ qvd Besles’.
RYsTed 198 yedisy O Dn O DESsm@eH
o5y yeosy. & Ben, 0O ©8OITTVewsY VIROBIE eHD)
B Bwi®bns @t Bwr el vvewns’ ©8 g»
O3 O BB. DatBw wOBDEOS ¢BBw Bedmr, O
D& mOID. & eB¥nedsy & gved D198 »eTey Aot

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(omessTLLll @ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®©0 OTFHOGB, s BEICD 50 RANOICed
2D @@ WOO®D. GO e @mo OEoOn wmH
emYPum wmdBDO O Beamdir. & Ben @
WOEEHORO gOmC WOy 928u BZe®2 e DE®
O BEDBID.

oG @G »E® ®wm ( BE, MHE B W

GeE® 3r08m »Ogn @®imsH®)

(orewryflg SLgId anefid - SuTew, HUTH CFeneudser

LHDID PVl FLOW SIMISET SyeLFET)

(The Hon. Abdul Haleem - Minister of Post, Postal Services

and Muslim Affairs)

O WONBROB, wh e¢m O WL OO
D CE D8sm@ Bpem 90 a8 »YST ¥, 8B 1905
¢ O 80 & aved gERODED J¥ed ©dddw B8xsT gmo
080 BERTW o ¢uivn. 80 e, @D wd Di&mr mIn
ece ¢8 & odonwesld ¢m® i, 0fdwd dmo
EBIDEONIT eedw gn0 Buws etf BEmB O ¢8 e®



1383 2018 & 05

¢o¥sv. dod @ Co®nT By MICBO ¢oHe D18 @nd® gud
00O 001 Bedmdr. & ©OIFAD OO @O
8500 9885 mS BedmDr. IO ¢n©Be R1eewd
s8d & aed D98 CeemdI. 8O 0sd MWD aHe D198
¢ @0 endOD MOYR OO W,

DBE DEODNWMO®B: BB BIED
FSBBORO CRETT YyBBags
s1fley IpHTewLOGGHIeULD: 2 6iTeehy Tl o
BlM)6168T I & (61h & T 68T Bl 67D LIT (B 6T
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils, Local
Government and Sports:
(@) Willhe inform this House -

(1) whether he admits that the garbage problem
has become serious issue;

(if)

(i)

(iv)

1384

the subsidies and assistance provided to the
Local Govemment institutions by the
Ministry to solve this garbage problem;

the Local Govemment institutions that
implement projects with the financial
provisions of the Ministry of Provincial
Councils and Local Govermment and
Sports; and

the steps taken by the Ministry to solve the
garbage problem?

(b) Ifnot why?

@G 08es8 Gedmozo Pumn (B wwr, BEIE BIEH
% B g@imun®)

(oressryLfl@

OLIFT LOTHTENT  FeMLIKHET,

pevgur -

2 greap & wHMID alleweriT HESHIMD HEDLOFFT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial
Councils, Local Government and Sports)

O D ONIDROB, OO YA WO BENT 0®edB.

@ O
(i)

(iii)

Q.

O 928 DEBwsT t3er EOY GRIBIRWG GO
Chee) yBsOET W DEDBINCTHE
e 0057 OB B¢ yBEs 450, ZEIHD
O ondcon BES B G DD
DBE DEODMDOT Dvsa BwosOm BB
ey gd@s YBsemy Cadd,  »BE
DEODMNCTEB EH GO WsIeRIBmOen
GO o gD@s 20O EE muSedum q®
C2®.

BEOE Y @FmODGBT o BE BIEH
em®wdEdsied Bbednw ©n Fwirt©m
DE D103 PREH BEIT IEDY GIBBB.

Ded5)BS g

DY BED IO 50D, 3BES BIOT &30,
D DIOS w¥d, EDend) YredBn
00D, WIS PPedBe ©nD, ©WIcTH
00 d&Bw 850, DEFICHO® o dGBus e,
CoD g™

BB E BIOT 50, WHHOOL e dGBw 83D,
DeHENCEDE D) IO e300,

BB B

DEROBIEND BHOS wwd, BERw e G
YO0 &390, e E OB HOC &0, ®OeLIE
YO0 €580, OWZDS B IO e300, LBEIBD
0@ dGw 500, W eBEEe E Yoo dGBw esead.

R BED

BBsYe 3EOEE HodBe wwd, Ve
e d&Bw 650, §RIwWn Yoo dBw wend.

83COPD BgI>

OF¥HYC O HHOS BWD, DEEMR BOC
e300

D3R s

DBwesIg ed@Bn wwd, DO YiodBe
00D, ©eaBrery  edBn  wHwd,
88OENDS oo d@es 50D,



1385

208Ee®xsInd

[0St 08esE Gedmoeso wma]

@)

ERG@K BEWD
8ede Yod@Bn wwd, ©ddde Hed®w
65%00, Boduensy oo d&Bw 252900,

DO@EREEW oed@Bw wwd, mED rod@Bu
5000, 625008 ® oo d&w &30,

EROL 8D

DPBw@D YOS w¥d, MDD oo d&Bw D,
YePlesn Yrod®uw wwnd, DEMOS s
e d&Bew 65t0D

BHEODHES B

DT REB DHIOC 650, BIB o oo d&Bw
8500, OB oo dBws 83290, 20OCERB Yoo dBws
€500,

©O® g®rMerw WO SBm B GBcds
DEODHMMCT W OB BB
B emo, € mug yadmw Sudd® wewe
VOB W YOy WBiY) CHEO o ©®
Deed 80 st 09 @doeme Oz @B
DI 8 @ Wmesg eWIBenEd HBe®
DD g BHOB® wiiy) 092 eddosmes
™0, 00885 2O ©dwy S0m meg
5@reme 85 458 emi®@eededd wimB® &
@d.

& amd 983 ®ws BBovw ne v BT
BEIT BIRD P DC YOLROE 0¥
omBeuddd wrly wWtiBm WO gnd,
OB we By Grem S5 8Os
Ermem g omBondddmiens wewe
w0 AEeEcR O and, SO8sY
Ba WBE o0y BNE Y& rmmw @dny
BB wBed.

l. 80080 sgm - DOECE DO IO

2. eI OKBED - Coyo oo d&Bw
838000

3. oD sgm - ACC Yoo dBuw eed

4. o8 ugr - aRCDedH
500 dGBew 8200

5. @s® sgm - REE ® »ec
e3%00

6. De® s - WOEOC HedBuw
3%

7. cpen vg - »OBTEHO ®®
)OO0 e5%0

8. cnovem - DR®ICDD A8m
e d@Bos 8o

9. AeIBo g - ©AGOE e dBae
e300

DOE, WBE YOWZIB WEr BBY CRES
WO emiBwin) WD W s DO
wOen ®mOBENOE Wiy 190 sgus socm
SIBHZOEO @D B¢ Bwudmew.

(@0) @cog @20eD.

1386

@G O8s3¢ Sed8B8 @wmo

(oressryllg Fllbs alGealn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

O #OBROB, ac Emoed EEed®INO0 v 8w ©®
BENC 02O BEDcD R0 & InBosIm D500.

60 013w aud Beds dmE GOEEE »O8, e® W€
WO YAD®. BB W W BT BICH OB H 3w
VI @® wOITVews? S e BN WD,
RIed J e BB 0vd B> 9 ¥ BB, OO
HOBROAB. @ed CSed Dmwe EmIRes g
DPsItnsiedE 0® ®wewr 0w BBE ©e BIEH
2emneS 0wl s wwdw o® 88acd BwoFOm
eI Bwm O RS0 BEwsim 8L
eDm. & wewr P® o) Cowdeme BesIm®. &
Boewddmre m»om s Bodm 8Bec® w©erd SEH
2B OO ge mE W WS BIO BEICD «®
BB BwodOm BB owd g@immsenw ewdsm »Om
OB BEedew Bwit®m BBOW owd 010 HEBO ¢xn®msy
2o v J DO ¥R o8O ovd BcdrTeny W
B OB © Boslesy. LB, e® »OgHm ©wewo
RINOBTE 85T Lwd® yBsem ww §Eu 005 oM.
OO0 #HOBROA, IS an®m WS Beadnm, Jed BBw axnd
BooOm Sw @gn OB BEedg s BICH EDD
Bos®m 050R50 B8O PO wOBE Bwo@Swws
OBOD ®mOGYD WO BHO, OO Grwm) 6® WIOYHHO
coBIE @08 Bwo @ Do, @@ wews Yo CE® BERed
DOYD WOBIB g0 yOOIw Bwo & BmmDr. @®me, ©®
2PN dem® IO IO »OGFHW®™O Yo 0Oy
DO 0z, N8B, 0® POediw wewr Bwdn Dwc®n
0 O ¥odr »O, Im NOWDe YRR, O® B,
BOEC BT BICD BB YRS wewr 0® ednedsy
Bode BB sddBws -0® Gmdwd D18 emmegrs &
83 WOYD WODDIs Bwo- WEBIDY B 8w W BB
BICD @®m5:0wBO 8® D18 BEedgw Boadmdag?

@G o838 edmoo dwmo

(orewrfl@ ewuFT WegLT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

O OTEnOB, AN 9e8u weg ewie @cHw.
B BICH P 0® VOB 110 H 8w O, & wewo §
YA GO BO HON B WE YR®G B OBwd ® OW®
D501, OST DIZNBDROA.

@G O8s3¢ Sed88 @wmo
(orevrllg F10hg alCGe Al

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
®ed OB end y@ @ 0®L&.

OG0t OB, Vn®ied ¢@imenewsy  ©BEBae
Eed mOBNOY 6O AR By em. & Dred »OBFOE JO
Boew @ Bewrdsmrw =m0 oD Sen S SIED
wnm BoemOn CRew. SO coudmen »HOG,
DRBNCEDE O BHHS 8D, 6® B BHOS WBWIDO 1P
DO OE 3Gw  service OmO @O s, e® DBHEZO &
aog @menmw & oine 90 Himed 66dr m»ReOD
@5I500. IO oD »HOB, acg eI RB ©WIT BEIT
BICD GBI 00 ey GeE 020erdd. 898 B o®
yodaw ne & »ue & & BIO ©wOITVewsy ¢y
Bane ¢dewen @B 0D Beadmdr. dedvewsi® e® O
C2e®2 a100w® wOITRewsT Yy o® wews e Bwed®
@ODIOBID YOOI B WICEHE BRI D VT 65D



1387 2018 & 05 1388

3@000w @® 0O @R Bedmdr. emed ednn, vga
BICD PIBDHOED e® JO gdeud. Service d®OOY
@YY B DB OO mheos B3 BHOE S
BICD GwHD) BedmD. e@ime, Dov® wDedis qusy o®
0O G ecstest By @msessy e® JO service Om
©ew W 8s g ¢gaides ewd Do BO gn BdEDD e
Beadmdr. & ®Cs e ¢pe eI BeO 0® 5O wdnsim
. Y, ¥ Dev® ang eOBOEO @® SO
@O¥esy . IO o¥nd e@»&. ¢@isrrn B8sT e®
wewr @OB8 §eE y@rmu evdr Beams. 9AS el
5®renw g BEI BIED Pwnme B85Y ¢ 8w ¢nid.

Y dw O yovrTe 8¢ Bwmy widenw O
AETIery »HBO 0® wecwy Bewddime Heoeed Y.,
Boewddmre mosiesy »Yc Bes) edascEs O & On
508 o® Blg Boem vemw ne ovex. sy YL
#OBOSw 95ImID. & gy #OBOSwed Bewddmws enf
»0 0I5 0auHd On »HOB S0 ede wBed. oo
2@ HOA, VINMed G R® DI WE ©5»eDE.
RIN&ed g@isnns BHsHHED ¢ BEI. DY v
sy w0 & G 00dnm yddny ¢ Be® WCEH®
ENBEDI V0 & GHORO Fr A & Beadml. g’
e@umulc #B 0D Bedm yadmwe? O oFndsy, I
EBDORY ¢ @ ¢ OB . YW gD @LHO
Beadm1Dr. ©0 g@imsn®B, & e Im evdr eI HOO Y
O BEedew wo &z & pummy I & Do mbew
WEY @wWcDBIDY gDFND BEW LI YOOBIE Bwm
yEDB © VIR0 Y @10 ewsT, WIS WD v,

@6 08e38 Gedmao Owmo

(oreswsryll@ swuFT wpervSLT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

®0; O5IE D), ®OBTOE VW »VN WS oy
BIRD PBDEWO N8 O & vgad BIEH GG
O . & Bosiery wl®orw afs 00D Bt
BwoB. 88 Hod@Bu 0mwdEos e mOsos 6O @@
Beadmdo. & B mH>OTRO0 Bae el wsieny myr, ®;
O En®o. w18, @ B mOBTery BE ©wWDD Y
B BICH PBHHORD @ wdur 8Bnimedd 8O Dt
DOROBLT WOYD BE YW Bwol. & @rysewsy ®sny
ocsiesy 80sH Co 50D Beds BEI SICH FPBHHHOCOB.
OB, DHNCEDE OO0 ©wHd D1l  FIBBDBNBWO
2OsOE cOwzs maintain 6535 98 ©® 80 ewnd eces
® ¢Bles’ OF®O® HBwucD ©8D8 RBBe® &fOR
Beadmdr Bux 08, & D10d®, au By wwDED, B
BIRD PBBDOCO OB IO ©egd-

©0 O853¢ BeBBT ©wvmo

(wressryllg Filbs alCe )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

20T BB 020008, Bwwd 805 »OB g@imsterw
ecsiesy. 9A% 8wwd 20 e »® mumme 0dmedsy
eOBID ABYy, G BEI BICD BB,

@0 088 Gedmowo Owmo

(wrewTyll@ epLFT pevSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

O OB, ©OVC gy wewW QEC gonsy
PCRO O Bw BnY. 880 @8 odBw e ©y
008D 808 eBE wmw @D & e LR ecrmemO &8
Bwwd 80 @, & sy Bem grunme Brewed 208
oIy Ay VN B 088 erd® ydvwr Bedsim Iy,
OO0 O G H@r. @ & O eI DCTHE.

@G O8s3¢ Sed8B8 @wmo

(oressryllg Fllbs alGealn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

©w0w DETD oY, VYO Gocow®@ Bedmrdog Bwo.

@G 0838 eIz Owmo

(orewrfl@ ewuFT WevgLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

& 88w DeFCEDE »IOS wwIed BIAw ol ®o
O3B n®s?

OO DAIBNBHD O

(omedsTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@ @@ ®, & O EwIB DEBID). [ BBOR] O
OO0 @300 D8, ®S OBIEH®o.

Bewd, ydm» g 11-519/'18- (1), o 9z9em amncidd
e¥Iony @nmn.- [esws obww nE 23>.]

G18eR ¢0y®ren OO : Sedn BBO® gRIwB
epumil LN s GlFsvrsuent @) iy
DEPRECIATION OF RUPEE: LOSS OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE

529/°18
12. 61 Dogged® sNBNWEIIS SWmn
(wrenrL)fl@ eurHGHeu BTewTTWLSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
e o BB @RI Ieesy ey yamae - (1):

(@) 2015 D8sed 8O 0® addr 0@ axywm OE 89,
GiBuE aDy®ien 8O wy Bodn 8B vieme 88
B odnedsy § cwwedsi dwid § oted
5rmed D3O emwBeng iy O e
8000 ¢IDIeBIC?

(0) @0 deEmd, S Oxve?
BIF) wHMID Cleu@gFer 2o & ewwFswrd CHL L allerT:

(=) 2015 b yevwrgedBHg @hewmeusny sul iy afsid
&fss60, epurallest  wHIDeHD  wHMID
QeusflpT_(H&F CFevmeusssil &L HLILITL DL H6TidH60
pBlweT srrenTors @suniensulledmhg GeusflGui
ClFssTmisiTer GlL_mevi seaflesr Cumiiog
sTeleUeTGleusiTLIENS Byeul @)FFewLid: @ Hmialliumyr?

(=) @)es1Cmsv, ey61?

asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:

(@) Will he inform this House of the values of the
amount of dollars that went out of Sri Lanka
owing to the increase of interest rates, depreciation
of the rupee and the relaxation of foreign exchange
control from 2015 up to date?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Devaluation results in extra payments.
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I do not agree with that, Hon. Member, because
devaluation does two things. One is, when you measure it
in rupees, yes you are right that the rupee amount of debt
increases. But the devaluation does something else. It
makes the exports competitive and the exports increase. |
might make one more point about devaluation.
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You are avoiding the question.
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No, [ am not avoiding it. I have no reason to avoid it.
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You both have two different views. I think we have to
proceed to the next Question.
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You have not answered my question.
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No, no. We never avoid questions. We will not do so.
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(24) @G, sreir ?

asked the Minister of Women and Child Affairs:
(@) Willshe inform this House-

(i) the number of child abuse incidents
reported from Puttalam and Kurunegala
Districts in the North-Western Province
from the year 2010,

(i) the names of the Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions from which the aforesaid
incidents were reported;

(i) the steps taken by the National Child
Protection Authority in regard to the
aforesaid incidents; and

(iv) the steps expected to be taken by the
Ministry in the future to minimize the
incidents of child abuse that would occur in
the North-Western Province?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara - Minister of Women
and Child Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(@) Willhe inform this House -

(i) the number of farmers that received
compensation from the Agricultural and
Agrarian Insurance Board due to the
prevalent drought;

(i)  whether the list of farmers in Kurunegala
District who received compensation in the
above manner will be submitted separately
on the basis of each Divisional Secretary's
Division;

(iii)  separately, the amount of money paid as
compensation to each farmer in the
Kurunegala District; and

(iv) the criteria taken into consideration when
granting the aforementioned compensation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils, Local

Government and Sports:

(a) Is he aware that-

(i) whether a forest reserve is located in
Digampathana, Dambulla;

(it) the local government institutions of the area
dump garbage in aforesaid place;

(i) the wild elephants of the area constantly
roam in aforesaid locale by reason of
garbage dumping; and

(iv) aforesaid elephants storm into neighbouring
villages when no food is found in
aforementioned site?

(b)  Will he inform this House, as to what measures
would be taken by the Ministry to prevent
dumping of garbage in aforesaid site in support of
the safety of both the humans and the elephants ?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the value of All Share Price Index by
31.12.2016;

(i) from which percentage the All Share Price
Index has changed by 31.12.2016 in
comparison to 31.12.2014 and 31.12.2015;
and

(iii)  the value of net foreign purchases within the
year 20167

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils, Local
Government and Sports:

(@ Will he inform this House in relation to the
Kilinochchi District by the year 1983 -

(i) the number of irrigation systems that had
existed;

(i) the number of small-scale tanks, anicuts
and canals that had existed; and

(i)  the extent of lands that had been brought
under cultivation?

(b)  Will he also inform this House, separately, on per
year basis -

(i) from year 1983 until the war situation had
ended in 2009, the amount of money that
had been allocated for restoration of
irrigation  systems, tanks, anicuts and
canals; and

(i) from the time the war situation ended until
year 2015, the total amount of money the
Government had allocated for the
restoration of irrigations systems, tanks,
anicuts and canals?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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the total number of government schools in
the island;

the total number of international schools in
the island;

the number of teachers recruited for
national schools in the years of 2015, 2016
and 2017, according to each year;

the number of teachers recruited for
provincial schools in the years of 2015,
2016 and 2017, according to each year;

the number of teachers appraised from the
external and intemal appraisal systems in
the first half of year 2016;

the amount of money allocated to establish
teachers’ quarters / rest rooms in rural and
regional schools from the 2016 Budget; and

the present progress of the project?
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Sir, I move,

“That the question of privilege arisin% out of the matter raised by
the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, M.P. on 04™ July, 2018 in Parliament to
the effect that privileges of the Members of Parliament have been

infringed, be referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges
under Standing Order No. 118 of the Parliament.”
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Order for Second Reading read.
[11.28a.m.]
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(oressryflg Temflsv aldArwdnis - Lrsw ewwssHn CHfw
& TN 6T LHMID CLITHETTSTT SHEIUVSHET LD &FF(HLD)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister
of National Policies and Economic Affairs}

Hon. Speaker, I move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second time”

Hon. Speaker, a lot of time has been taken, so I will be
very brief because there are a large number of Members
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who want to express their views on this important piece
of legislation. The House has been waiting for this piece
of legislation for long and the Government and I have
been criticized for the delay.

Firstly, I would like to remind this House that the
National Audit Bill and the Right to Information Bill were
things proposed by the Government in 2003 of which
you and I were Members. Unfortunately, before these
Bills could see the light of day, the Government changed.
The succeeding governments promised to carry on, but no
one ever produced this Bill again. So, while we are going
to get criticized that we did not want to bring in this Bill
and we have delayed it, I just want to remind everyone
that everyone here had a chance of bringing in the Bill.
But they did not do that. Then, we decided when we
backed the present President Maithripala Sirisena that we
will again produce the Right to Information Bill and the
National Audit Bill before this House.

There were two Committees appointed. When the
Right to Information Bill was produced before this House,
it differed slightly from the older draft and therefore it
went through the House without too much of discussion
outside this House. But, when the National Audit Bill
came, it was different from the original one and the whole
power structure of the Constitution came into play.
Because, you had the Executive power which was
wielded by the President, the Prime Minister and the
Ministers; then you had the Judicial power and we also
had Parliament’s Legislative power. It was under the
power of Parliament that the Auditor-General operated.
This is an important power of Parliament.

The Parliament’s powers came around as a result of a
conflict with the Executive or the King of England as to
who had the right to control finance - the King or
Parliament. It was a matter not resolved in the court, it
was resolved by a war in which the Parliament won and
the King was executed. That is how the Parliament’s
supremacy on financial matters has been established.

Firstly, it was a question that taxation could not take
place without the consent of Parliament and secondly, that
the annual spending of the government must be approved
by Parliament. Firstly, it was a three-year budget. Then, it
came down to a one-year budget. Then, Parliament also
set up what was called a “Ways and Means Committee”
to look at ways and means of raising money required to
run the government. That was the first part.

Once that was established, then Parliament started
looking at controlling the expenditure and they realized
that to control expenditure the accounts had to be audited.
Therefore, the audit also became a very important part of
the Parliament and there came around the office of the
Auditor-General. So, our office of the Auditor-General is
fairly old. Some of the countries have a Controller
General. Then, the importance of an audit and the
independence to ensure efficient functioning of
government and to ensure that proper data was available
before Parliament became an important issue. At the 66th
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General Assembly of the United Nations it was decided
that a supreme audit body should be strengthened for the
promotion and efficiency, responsibility, effectiveness,
transparency and accountability of public administration
and it indicates that the legality of the audit body should
be enshrined in the Constitution of a State or in any other
law. So, this is what we accepted.

In 2003, we only envisaged legislation, but we
brought in the Audit Service Commission by an
Amendment to the Constitution. It was enshrined in the
Nineteenth Amendment.

This law seeks to give the details for exercising the
powers of the Commission so that it becomes an
independent Commission operating under Parliament. We
have some bodies which operate with the Judiciary.
There are other bodies which operate with the Executive.
But, this is a body that operates under the sovereignty of
Parliament. So, this is the main purpose of the National
Audit Bill.

Now, the issues we have had been about the
imposition of surcharges. I thought I will underline it.
Who has the power? Because, surcharges were imposed
by the Secretary to the Ministry or the Chief Accounting
Officer. Can it go to the Audit Service Commission? Can
the Audit Service Commission exercise any power which
is judicial of nature or is the Secretary’s power executive
in nature? So, we had actually different number of
committees. There is a subcommittee of Ministers, there
is a committee of Secretaries, there is a committee of
other government officials. Then, there were discussions
with the Auditor-General, discussions here, and finally
with the Public Service Commission. All of them came
and they have made their representations to ensure that
their powers are not infringed. Of course, there have been
changes.

One of the big areas of concern was the power of
audit. The second has been the duties of the Secretary
as the Chief Accounting Officer and of the Accounting
Officers. They are held responsible. How are the
directions to be given? Actually, it was only when the
Audit Service Commission Bill came in and these
disputes were taking place I realized, having been in
government, how detailed the working out of the
Government expenditure and the audit was; that it cuts
through all the three different branches of the
government.

So, these were issues that had been sorted out. Even
after we tabled the Bill in April, there were still
amendments coming in from some of the public bodies.
But all have been accommodated now. I hope this is a
satisfactory Bill and when it becomes a law, we must
give a chance for this law to be executed and thereafter,
Parliament can, from time to time, exercise the oversight
powers to ensure what amendments are required.

Auditing of the government itself is a big issue.
Firstly, audit must be timely. It is useless us having Audit
Reports of four years hence. This Parliament is, at the
moment, looking at Audit Reports of the last Parliament
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and Parliament before that. Current Audit Reports must
be available. Secondly, on the principles of auditing,
some of the Auditor-Generals, some of the Audit
Commissions have come under criticism in those
countries about the auditing techniques used. But it is not
only confined to the State sector, it happens even with the
private auditors. Private Auditors are coming under audit
firms in South Africa. Recently, the regulator in the UK
has pulled up the four leading audit firms for not having
audited properly and being responsible for the collapse of
some of the largest companies in the United Kingdom.
So, auditing itself is now coming under scrutiny and
Parliament must now exercise its powers to ensure that
proper auditing principles are taken.

Some of the issues would arise. For instance, some
public servants would say, “No, we cannot take this
decision because we will come under audit query.” Now
we have to sort this out. The Government must also
function. Auditing must also take place. So, these are
issues that are going to arise and this House will have to
go into the matters.

Then, there is also other powers of Parliament. I think
this will be completed when we pass the law on the
Parliamentary Budget Office. Then, the Parliamentary
Budget Office will be the final authority looking at the
estimates given by the Executive and the reports given by
the National Audit Commission. I think the specialist
knowledge that is required will have to be carried in the
Parliamentary Budget Office. National Audit Commission
will have to be in the auditing side and where specialist
knowledge is concerned, we will have to meet up or we
have to find some system. So, I think the Parliamentary
Budget Office will have to carry specialization, separate
from the specialization, a specialist available to the
Government.

So, I do not want to take any more of your time on
this, but would like to say that we can be happy that since
2015, after the election of Maithripala Sirisena as
President, after the election of this Parliament, a total
democratic structure has come into place and you can
enjoy the freedoms today. You have all the Independent
Commissions - the Judicial Service Commission, the
Election Commission, the Public Service Commission,
the National Police Commission and the Constitutional
Council; independence of the Supreme Court and the
other courts. Then, we will be having the Audit Service
Commission and the Right to Information law as well.

These are all legislations brought in by this
Government which has put a democratic structure in
place.  There will be shortcomings - the Police
Commission and all have shortcomings. We can correct
those. But the fact is we have put a structure in place
where the Executive or the Administration can function
and the Judiciary can function without coming under
undue political pressure in the work that they have to do.
So, we have to look at the National Audit Commission in
the background of democracy and how democracy has
been established.

Now, for the first time, the Prime Minister comes to
Parliament and answers to questions in Parliament. So,
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this Parliament is becoming more and more powerful. As
we go along and take over the new offices and get the J.
R. Jayewardene Centre legislation amended by the end of
this year, we will have a Parliament which we can be
proud of and would be on par or even have more
functions available than the Lok Sabha in India.

Thank you.
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Question proposed.
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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UBIGHTT 6.
Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER /eft the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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I propose that the Hon. Heshan Withanage do now
take the Chair.

@G @00 Bwebas wos Onmo
(wresTydl@ omir UNwgiager wriiur)
(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

87 ed80 o @&

2 CLorgl55i.
Seconded.

adma S@esz @8, esen e3®@» Se.
aflsarir (s s L 5 s7mmys Cls merer LI L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

gDPGEO ©S Bewdss mom ©wisBn® Geemewssy
902 Hewsy, ©S; ebwist Smmed Svwmn @108 .

QBT LI, wreTLll Gupssarlar LITsls sallFmeari gyeuisesi
ysHrFarsSlslleanny ysaGas, wraylley Capsrear alsrarCs
GYUTHET FHEWVDLD 615 5 61T

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. HESHAN WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)

Okay.
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The Secretary to the Ministry is the Chief Accounting
Officer. He is responsible and his responsibility lies not
only on the action taken on the directives but also on the
viability of the project - financial input of the project and
the sustainability of the project - and he has to make sure
that the money spent is properly investigated into. We can
see that by bringing in this Bill, the powers of the Auditor
-General is made much stronger. The Auditor-General is
an officer who is answerable to Parliament. Therefore, by
bringing in this Bill, what we are doing is, we are simply
strengthening Parliament and that is something that we
have to applaud. The fact is that we are bringing in these
changes through a Commission. At the end of the day, the
Auditor-General is doing a post-audit. So, what is lacking
here is that the audit should be done during or before the
approval is given and that is why we need an Audit Office
in Parliament.
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We have to rely on those professional institutes. We
will make a small Budget Office without having a huge
overhead. Then you can always outsource. Hon. Ajith P.
Perera, your point is taken. I am not saying “no” to it.
But whether we can afford to have 50 to 60 people in a
Budget Office or should we have a department confined
to the purpose of audit which will know our inflation, all
the required financial indicators and our yardsticks is
what is lacking now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya. You have 12 minutes.

[3.42p.m.]

®C D02 DReySw Dwmo

(oressryll@ STIES LTV W)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Hon. Presiding Member, I thank you for allocating me
12 minutes of this House to express my views on the
much anticipated National Audit Bill taken up for Debate
today.

The National Audit Bill had been withheld since 2003
and deferred 24 times by successive governments,
perhaps due to a combination of two reasons - lack of
political will, and at least I would like to think, more so to
do with the political technicality of a too much
unchecked power being given to the Auditor General and
his Department. The Yahapalana Government did
however made it a point in their election manifesto to
introduce the National Audit Bill, and as far as
introducing it today, even in this much watered-down
version, I must congratulate them. But, a closer
examination of the contents of the Bill, which I will touch
later on, makes me wonder whether this Bill too is a sham
just as much as this Government has been for the last
three years. This Bill is just for window dressing, so that
the Government can now mumble on what glorious
legislation they have brought before us, but in actuality
might not serve the intended purpose and actually can
hinder the general public administration.

There are also political technicalities that need to be
addressed as prerequisites when introducing Bills such as
this or for that matter strengthening any other
independent commission. Independent commissions stem
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from defects of democracy, where mainly people
involved in the role of Executive takes decisions on self
interest rather than the interest of the nation. So, it is
hoped that the independent commissions somewhat put a
check and a balance to it. However, we also must be
careful as there is a transition of power from the
Executive to the commissions that the commissions
themselves remain independent. Furthermore, I also feel
that the Government’s intention should not be to make
more and more independent commissions, but
independent institutions. It must be noted that
governments can get voted out of power, but commissions
can create a long-lasting fraternity of like-minded people,
including the retired and the working, where the intention
can lead to well-being of the sector and about the power
they can exercise rather than the mandate given and the
general good of the public.

Sir, in order to stress my point, if we take the case of
the National Audit Bill, such a Bill can prove to be
harmful for general public administration such as ours
where the country is riddled with systematic corruption, at
all levels. In such countries, it is easy to pick a side and
victimize your opponents. Some fear that the public sector
will render further inefficient if independent commissions
do not function independently and strive fear in the public
sector. Therefore, that is why it is important, Hon.
Presiding Member, that certain prerequisite legislature be
introduced, such as a garden period, which the
Government has failed to do. A garden period will
essentially prevent the heads and members of independent
commissions and not only them, but also high-ranking
members of the armed forces and even the police,
whereby high-ranking officers cannot engage in political
activity or seek public office even after retirement for a
given period of time. This will essentially prevent high-
ranking officers, who have fiduciary rights from
exercising their influence whilst in office for personal
gain after retirement.

Furthermore, other legislations, such as set of
prearranged dates for independent commissions for
announcements and proclamations need to be
incorporated so that independent commissions do not go
over and beyond the mandate that they are given. Now,
take the case of the present Auditor General, who went on
air just before a crucial election which had been
postponed by two-and-a- half years and decided to give
his opinion about bookkeeping during the last
Government. My contention is not the validity of the
statement, irrespective of the validity what needs to be
assessed is whether the Auditor General’s statement has
an influence or not on the general public, and if there is an

influence then such statement at such times should be
forbidden by law.

Sir, we in the Joint Opposition believe in the
principles of true good governance which are workable,
but not this charade the government is acting out. And,
having elections on time is one of the key principles of
good governance. The manner in which the Prime
Minister answered the question regarding the
postponement of Provincial Council elections yesterday,
makes us believe that the Prime Minister thinks people of
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this country will just watch and wait whilst he acts the
goat and clown about whilst taking their franchise away.
Let me assure you that the Prime Minister will get a
fitting reply worse than the beating he got at the last
elections next time around when the provincial elections
are held.

Hon. Presiding Member, if we look at international
indices such as the Transparency International’s
Corruption Perceptions Index, we would see a
deterioration in the rankings from 83rd place in 2015 to
91st place in 2017 since the inception of this
Government. We also see, Sir, through these rankings
that the most developed countries tend to be the least
corrupt and the most corrupt countries tend to be the least
developed. So, Hon. Presiding Member, the developed
countries have strong institutions and they function
usually independent of the government. Now, I dare not
say that this is the sole reason why some countries have
succeeded in developing whereas others have failed. Of
course, historical reasons are just as important. But in
general, Sir, we see in those countries that an independent
supreme audit authority has been a frontrunner in
eradicating corruption and bringing those countries
towards development.

If we take a closer look at the newly developed
countries such as Singapore and South Korea, we could
see that they had given the key most emphasis on
economic development and acknowledged what works
and disregarded what does not. There was no blind
pursuit of good governance and with more and more
economic development, more and more emphasis was
given on good governance. Proper independent
institutions and political will was enforced in eradicating
corruption.

Hon. Presiding Member, I think the whole role of the
Auditor-General and his Department has to be relooked
altogether. Although the Auditor-General plays perhaps
the most critical role in public sector accountability, its
dependency on the two Parliamentary Subcommittees for
the release of its findings, I think, should be changed.
What good would the findings of these reports do,
especially if the Members of the Subcommittees to which
these reports are presented themselves deliberate with the
accused over the phone as it happened during the
infamous Bond case? What good would it be to present a
report to a Parliament which has turned a blind eye to the
conduct of its Members and continue to solicit them in
the COPE even after the Members have been exposed?
We have also seen how some Members hurled insults at
the Auditor-General in order to suppress evidence and
support Mr. Arjun Aloysius. So, if the Members of
Parliament in the COPE and COPA are corrupt and
contagious, I think this system completely breaks down
and it is better off for the Auditor-General to directly
publicize the findings.

We also know that there are largely three models of
supreme audit institutions namely, the Westminster
Model, the Judicial Model and the Collegiate Model. 1
think, the time has come for the policymakers to have a
public debate on whether we have indeed incorporated
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the best model or whether we can incorporate different
aspects of other models such as the Judicial Model where
the Supreme Audit Institution is an integral part of the
judicial system operating independently of the Executive
and the Legislative branches.

As for the merits of the Bill, there are many
contentions. I understand the provision for surcharge
which provides for a recovery of an amount overpaid to a
Public Servant or recoupment of any loss caused to the
Government for which he is held responsible has been
diluted under this Bill.

In Clause 19, a lengthy process has been incorporated
where the Chief Accounting Officer of the auditee entity
imposes a fine with provisions for an appeal against the
decision. Now [ find that this is a horrendous
juxtaposition of checks and balances and a major conflict
of interest, as the Chief Accounting Officer of the auditee
entity is a colleague of the accused. There can be a
possibility of collusion or even an affinity to prolong the
process as long as possible as a favour for a colleague.
Further complicating the process is the lack of provision
for the Chief Accounting Officer to specify any
deviations of the surcharge as specified by the Audit
Service Commission taking away the transparency and
making the whole process meaningless. So, that is why 1
feel that we need Legislature to change the format so that
such a case can be referred to the judicial process directly.
If needed, we can even have special courts for this
purpose. Sir, if this Government can make special courts
to catch politically motivated so-called financial crimes of
the previous Government, could we not make fair
conclusion by the same logic that more importance has to
be given to this Bill which deals with current and future
corruptions?

The success of any supreme audit institution depends
in a large part on the independence of that institution. It is
not just the functional independence of the department
which already has the safety of constitutional safeguards,
but also the financial independence for the proper
operation and administration of the department. We have
seen many a time that the Auditor General pleading his
case for more manpower, which comes under the Ministry
of Public Administration, to no avail. So, in this regard,
this Bill falls well short of the actual intention of making
the Auditor General’s Department more independent as
the Bill has failed to provide financial independence from
the General Treasury and independence from the Ministry
of Public Administration for manpower requirements.

Sir, I would also like to see Clause 7(1)(b), which
provides provision for a person to send a representative to
the Auditor General if called upon by the Auditor General
be changed. Such provision will no doubt hinder the
investigative capacity of the Auditor General as guilty can
keep sending representatives to delay the investigation. I
would also like to see provisions, which will enable not
only Government subsidiaries with 50 per cent
shareholding being audited, but also associate companies
with at least 20 per cent holdings or for that matter, any

institution with Government holdings where financial
abuse seems to take place, be included in this Bill.

There should also be feasibility audits for long-term
infrastructure projects, so that we get the best value for
rupee spent. Finally, I of course believe that there should
be financial independence where a Parliamentary Select
Committee oversees and directly debits the Consolidated
Fund for the financial requirements of the Audit
Commission.

Thank you.

@0 R0 O5IEneo

(oreTLLll@ BemeVeOWSTHRIGLD 2 mrILfleTi SjeuTger)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, please.

[3.54p.m.]
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The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - State Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs)

Hon. Presiding Member, I would first like to take a
moment to appreciate the good words of Hon. Tharaka
Balasuriya that the Government has had finally the
political will, the courage to introduce the National Audit
Bill. Did he go? Ah, there you are!

Then, I would like to reply to some of the issues you
raised, Hon. Member. You asked, "Is this Bill a sham,
are we trying to window-dress it and are we trying to
hinder the progress?" Actually, it is not; because while
both you and I know that it took a while to bring this Bill
to Parliament, we have brought it in. As you said, it has
been watered-down to some extent; I also agree with you
that it has been watered-down to some extent, but it is
nevertheless a beginning. Therefore, on behalf of the
Government and the Ministry that is introducing this Bill
to Parliament, I would like to appeal to you to view this
Bill not with a glass half empty attitude, but rather with a
glass half full attitude.

Sir, the Hon. Member said the Independent
Commissions need checks and balances. - [Interruption.]
I will let you speak after me, Hon. Member. You talked
about transition of power and the Executive to give that
authority to the Independent Commissions. I am sure you
are aware that that is certainly happening. I mean, it is not
any longer possible for the Executive to direct the various
officials or individuals within specified ministries either
to do or not to do certain things or to act or not to act on
certain issues. Therefore, 1 think we can see that
transition taking place.

For instance, let me give you a classic example. I sit
in the COPE. I used to sit in the COPA when | was a
Member of the Opposition. Hon. Balasuriya, those days
what happened was the COPE and the COPA were
chaired by the Executive: the Ministers of the then
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Government. Really I recall very well how I tried
desperately to bring up issues in terms of financial
mismanagement, but it was always and every time vetoed
or thrown into the garbage bin by the Executive who was
chairing the Committee on Public Accounts at that time.
That is not good governance.

You said earlier that in countries that are well
governed the separation of powers has already happened.
That has happened here in our good governance
Government because when this Government came into
office, we said, “No, we do not want the Executive to
chair the COPE. Let the Members of the Committee
decide on who should chair the COPE.”

Hon. Sunil Handunnetti is seated in front of me. Our
Members elected him as the Chairman of the COPE. He is
certainly not a Member of the Executive; he is certainly
not a Member of our Government. In fact, he is a
vociferous Member of the Opposition.

When the new Parliament Sessions began about two
months ago, once again what happened? Unanimously the
Members of the Committee reappointed Hon.
Handunnetti as the Chairman of the COPE. I think, you
must appreciate the transition that is taking place. And 1
hope some day, Hon. Balasuriya, when the Party that you
belong to establishes a Government that you would
follow the same principles of good governance and if I
am a Member of the Opposition at that time I would put
my hand up and say, "I would like to be the Chairman of
that Committee."

Thirdly, you mentioned a good point. I did not catch
the word that you used. I think you referred to some sort
of "cooling off period" where persons of high office leave
Government and engage in politics. You said that there
must be some sort of cooling off period before such
happens and I agree with you. This revolving door policy
is not good and that corrupts. It does not necessarily have
to be politics. Suppose you are a Member of a regulatory
body and as soon as you leave the job as a member of the
regulatory body, you become the Chairman or Managing
Director of a regulated company. That is completely bad
governance but that continues in this country. Perhaps, we
can, as a measure of good governance, have some
legislation in this House where you say that for three
years or for 18 months that you cannot engage either in
politics or you cannot move from a regulatory body to a
regulated company.

Then, you said that we need strong institutions.
Absolutely! Unconditionally I agree with you that we
need strong institutions. That is certainly why we are
creating the new office of the Auditor-General via the
National Audit Bill.

I think, I need to make a correction and this, Hon.
Presiding Member, is an important one. I think, I am right
in saying this. You said that the Auditor-General's Office
must have financial independence and I believe that that
is given in this Bill. If [ am wrong, perhaps somebody can
correct me, but as far as I know the funds will be
allocated via the Consolidated Fund to all Independent
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Commissions, not only to this Commission but to the
Police Commission, the Elections Commission and so on
and so forth. Unfortunately it was the then President,
your Leader of the current "flower bud group", who got
rid of the Independent Commissions and via the
Eighteenth Amendment relegated those Commissions and
the legislation thereof to the dustbin and took under his
control the financial authority of those previous
Commissions.

Now I am not going to talk too much about the
National Audit Bill because my Colleagues in this House
have for the last several hours raised these issues. But I
want to certainly raise one issue. You spoke about
Transparency International and so on. Transparency
International has provided us with a legislative brief on
the National Audit Bill and I agree to one of those
recommendations. As a matter of fact, | was speaking to
the Auditor-General just a while ago and said, I am going
to raise this issue. The issue is the right to information. In
the Bill, we say the Auditor-General should not be
compelled by any person to disclose any information
except on a request of Parliament or by an Order of court
or subject to paragraph (b) to give effect to the provisions
of any written law and paragraph (b) says that you cannot
disclose information unless, otherwise, the audit report
has been presented to Parliament.

In fairness to the Auditor-General, his view is, "It is
still information that is being gathered. So, how is it
possible for me to release that information to the public?"
But in this day and age where again, the Hon. Balasuriya,
we had the guts, we had the courage to bring in the Right
to Information Bill to Parliament and create the Right to
Information Act which has made a paradigm shift - I
stress “a paradigm shift” - in the way governance is
carried out in this country. In the old days, before the
Right to Information Act, it was under the Secrecy
Ordinance that officials worked. There was no way in
which a person either in Kotte or in Jaffna could ask the
government or the local authority or the provincial
council for information on his tax that he pays or she
pays. Today that has changed. Today you send a request
to the authority whichever the authority it maybe and by
mandate it is compulsory that the information is released
to the persons seeking such information by that authority
and by any chance if it is not possible to do so,
explanations have to be given as to why it is not possible
and thereafter, he should get that information in a given
period of time.

Now what happens here is, that this Bill in my view,
Hon. Presiding Member, goes beyond the Constitutional
rights given by the Right to Information Act by
restricting the citizen to be able to obtain the information
that he or she is entitled to under the Constitution.
Therefore, I am not saying that the Auditor-General
should willy- nilly give out the information as and when
requested by person “X” or “Y”. But I think there needs
to be some discussion between the Auditor-General and
the Legislature to figure out how best we can
compromise on this, because something that we fought
for, something that we stand for is the right to
information. Hon. Balasuriya, you talked about
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corruption and I agree with you completely and in my
view, the way to fight corruption is the tool of
information. Now look at what is happening today.
Sometimes information becomes a complicated problem
because people create information out of thin air. News
becomes fake news and these pieces of fake news are
distributed via electronic media, telephones, Facebook
and so on and gullible people sometimes believe it. There
is no fact-checking. So I think the Auditor-General must
also think about these issues whether it is something that
is true that is being distributed or whether it is something
that is completely untrue that is being distributed.

I do not know how to deal with this question, because
it is a question faced not only by us in this country, but a
question faced by nations across the world. Therefore, in
that sense, we need to take cognizance of that fact. I
personally believe that Clause 9(a) of this Bill should
undergo some sort amendment either now or at a future
point in time.

@O R0 O5IBneH
(oresTfl@ HeweVeLGTHIGLD 2 MilillesTi jeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes left.

@0 (g8 ) w&w ¢ 8D Owmo
(wreprylE (sorEld) apies & Hoveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
Okay, Sir.

So, Hon. Member, I think we must look at what we
have started today as a glass half full and we must work
together to complete it.

Independence must be given to the Auditor-General
and if what I said a little while ago is correct, that the
Auditor-General’s finances come directly from the
Consolidated Fund - there is no boss over the Auditor-
General, in that sense and that is why, I believe, it is
called a supreme institution - then, the person has the
right, the responsibility to undertake the work. But, I must
also caution that when such power is in one’s hand, one
must use that power with a sense of responsibility and
that is essential.

The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya also talked about checks
and balances. There have to be checks and balances. An
arm of this scale cannot go above another. So, the scale
must always be balanced. It might depend on the person.
Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, you asked whether the Auditor-
General was right in making a statement on national
accounts before the recent Local Government Election.
You had your view; I also had my view and I think what
the Auditor-General said was accurate. It was just an
interpretation issue that had taken place. As a matter of
fact, the Auditor-General asked whether all the money
that we have spent on loans has been listed as assets.

@O §Roes0e) O5IBneH

(el @ SewevenwSTHIGLD 2 miliilert Sjeuiss)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, do you need more time?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Sir, I am finishing up.

O YRowsNGe) I Fn®
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I can give you a minute or two, if you want.

@S (9D08) 08w ¢ BES O Dwmn
(resrdlE (soTEld) anias & Hoveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Sir, give me one more minute.

Those monies are not in the Asset Registry; those
cannot be in the Asset Registry, Hon. Balasuriya, because
a whole lot of the loans that we take are to pay back old
loans. We are fully cognizance of that fact. So, I do not
know whether the timing of his raising that issue was
right, but certainly the issue he raised was correct.

So, once again, I want to reiterate the fact that this
effort of ours is not a sham; this is done with all good
intention. We have shown to this country, not once, not
twice, but over and over again, that we mean what we
say. Earlier, I gave two specific examples - one was, the
appointment of Chairpersons to the Parliamentary
Committees and the second was the Right to Information
Act - and here, certainly, is the third.

Sir, thank you very much.

@0 38 8. evelch dwm
(wrenrydlg edls LF. QuGryT)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Ajith P. Perera, what is your point of Order?
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I want to thank the Chairman of the Committee on
Public Enterprises, the Hon. Sunil Handunnetti. You have
directed the Chairman of Savumiamoorthy Thondaman
Memorial Foundation to submit a report signed by him
on or before 04™ August, 2018 to the Secretariat through
the Secretary to the Ministry with regard to the matters
referred to in the Auditor General’s Report for the year
2015 and a Report on the Performance and the Current
Affairs of the institution indicating the audit paragraph
numbers referred to in the AG’s report.
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Thank you. Next, the Hon. Risad Badhiutheen.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Niroshan Perera.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3.- (Scope of audit in relation to auditee entities.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 6.- (Duties and functions of the Auditor General.)
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8 O OwrYHw s emYPsens emadenl wwd HJw
G2 b8 Hewlo moz &

Boyip sunFsLd FLLAPVSBIOT LIGHWITS (3)1555 Sersvr(H)oloerds
S 1 ewemuili i1 gj.

Clause 8 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 9, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

10 & DosiBs.- (Do €m0B8u8BDS w6 B85y
D880 58Ee@5IndDO D8mds 9e8us we

@ 99.)

urgs1b 10.- (Hemrd e TleuTeTT H6HeVeD WIS LIS
,BTHCHTMID i Y MlEHenBeDuIL
LTI TERLOGTDSSIHEF FTLILNGSH60.)
CLAUSE 10.- (4 uditor General to submit a Report to Parliament
annually.)

®5 Bestsesy esedd ®nm

( wreawywg BICrTagsr QuGyyT)

(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)

®C BN BRYOB, © B WS eI @23
®OBD0:

(@) "8 O Bed, 15 0 v 16 O 0d€ 9 »S & edmPO
05 BEOD eI Ged® WOBIB.

"10.(1) BwenmBuBOcws B8, O O e DB
40y Be®sT ©d, Bon BBw wlen B0 o
B ®oC BT ng &, Ay B8 6O Dbvw ne & 7,

) “25 O ww 26 D) 0BE 9O WS & eOHMPO vYB ISEDD
@m0 @ JH WOBIB.

"3) (1) & coDostBe wdes § Dobmods
2bBe@nd odn 2luy Bleds w©ed,
BwenmaRuBOdw 88zY aBm Snenm™";

8300ad0>) EEw» gpw w» game S@wz» 8, e
808» S,

BlBS5mIseT BV S5 LILIL (B) 6TMMYS CMs TelremLILIL 1 g).

Amendments put, and agreed to.

10 o2 dwz¥Bws, esoealdmimicewsy, smns emidsend
@200e325 ey SO HIws gl Bewlw 2oz &

UTFHLD

1029410 BIBSSLILIL L euTmy  FL L APSVSHIe0T
LGHWTE B)5sbs Cousnt(B6)werrds L L enemufll i’ 1 .

Clause 10, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 14 to 17 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 19, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 23, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 24 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

25 95 DOBIBG.- (em0B88sT B1Ied ARHE,
w8 5w HEDOBBEST.)
UTFSLD 25.- (260697 & (el soT B I6v kIS E1HLD
HL_6DLOSEHLD LIGwTIS% E1pLD.)
CLAUSE 25.- (Powers, duties and functions of the Commission.)

®G; Beddesy eseld ®nm

(wressryll@ BIGrragsit GuGryT)

(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)

OO BDIBROB, © B WSy woerddsy @Eduny
20500

(1) "22 9 BYed, 1 0 ed€w 908 6 & eDxDO vwn ¢ Wedn
@mOB GO WOBIB:

‘() 29 0 DosIiBed wewsd HHBm
Soes mbweed’ "

(2) "22 o BQed, 5 8O 8 ¢Dr 0d€ (0° ed€ ecw ¢ anesD)
90 ®osID."

800l BEw» wgpw @ gane S@sz &Y, @
e3®8» S,

BlBSSmISET BV LILIL (B) 6TDMYS% M TeTemLILIL L.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

®OO BWIBBROs

(el @ saiFmeri ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

25 05 DO BWO weerddm 928y BEOO, ©d ¥BE
wesien B ©55n®s.

©0 9B E wegTensTB Svwmo

(rewryll@ sesflsd anbgIsTCleESS)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

OO DIBROB, @ svD wews! werldmw @adus
Yotk

"22 0 8ged, (@) edewd ©gd, vun 0L FACH DOBIZ:

“(8) comymDe ewd 8D gog DI BEAC
D810 e BEBwr eEde WO Soess
PBBHDIEE YN O@HBIEe® BEdw edm
Dolmo B3O "

@O BWIBBRSs

(el @ salemeri jeuigsir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

O OB, & eendDmwd dmee?

®G; Beddsusy esedd ®nmo
(wrewryllg BICrrager QuGryT)
(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
O BT

OO BB

(oresstyll@ salFmeri ojeuissir)
(The Hon. Chairman)

O BE® OBE @I ©o.

O BE® 8@BBc Dvmo

(omessTyLfl@ Flevmia aroglLmev)

(The Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala)

OO ©DIBBROB, @ v BCHD weerddmw @E8ss
DO

"25 05 OB suB weHsY DO IWY WOBIB!

‘(¢) 23(10) DosiBe oo comdwed ewd
2800 DoRDEH Y o@ms Eed
BEAC@eosy 50 owd 00530057
38widw gumo B, "

B0 588

(oressrll@ salFTeri ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

®C Gatss OB ®o, & 3.0@RINDBO Owm®e?

05 Beddesy esedc Owmo
(orewryllg BGrragsir QuGryT)
(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
AW BT

25 02 OozYHes, eoealSmmicewnsy, sns emd@sendl
@008 ;580 HFes gl Bewlw o @&

25941 uTFHLD  BBSGBLIIL L UTHY FL L APVEHIT  LIGSNMITS
B Cousvsr G)olwerrds &1 1 _swemull 11’1 gj.

Clause 25, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 37, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 40, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 41 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 42, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 43.- (Influencing or attempting to influence a decision of the

Commission or any officer of the Sri Lanka State Audit Service & C. to
be an offence.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 43, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 44 to 49 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 50.- (Protection from law suits.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 50, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 51 to 54 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 55, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 56 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Schedule ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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And it being past 7.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.47 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Friday, 6th July, 2018.
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