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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA ] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
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asked the Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the foreign investments  that
commenced work within 50 days in
2016, as an arrangement that assures
commencing work within 50 days
from filling in the applications for
foreign investments was introduced as
per budget proposal No.199 of 2016;

(ii)) the amount of foreign exchange
brought into the country by the
foreign companies that commenced
business in the country within 2016 as
a result of the said fresh approach; and

(iii) whether he would submit the list of
changes introduced comparatively in
introducing the process to facilitate
the commencement of projects in Sri
Lanka by a foreign investor within 50
days?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of
Development Strategies and International Trade)

Sir, the Answer to Question No. 4 is as follows:

(a) (i) The Agency for Development has not been
established as proposed under item No. 199
of 2016 Budget Speech since its law has
still not been enacted.

(i) Not relevant.

(iii)  Although the law establishing AFD has not
yet been enacted, the following committees
have been established in order to accelerate
the approval process for BOI projects to
ensure that projects take off the ground
within the shortest possible period.

e The Project Screening Committee - PSC -
of the BOI immediately screens all
investment applications jointly with cross-
functional departments to grant approval in
an expeditious manner.

® Any projects that need further clearance on
operational issues will be referred to a
higher level of committee such as Single
Window Investment Approval Committee -
SWIAC - chaired by the Secretary to the
Treasury and Investment Approval
Facilitation Committee - IAFC - chaired by
the Senior Adviser to the Hon. Prime
Minister for a speedy approval.

e Any unresolved major issues will be
directed to the Official Committee on

Economic Management - OCEM - and the
Cabinet Committee = on  Economic
Management(CCEM).

(b) Not relevant.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the methodology adopted in granting
permission for sand mining in lands
belonging to Mahaweli Authority of Sri
Lanka;

(i) whether he would present to this House a
list of names of those who have been issued
with licences for sand mining in Walawe
Zone;

(iiiy whether he would admit that unauthorized
sand mining is taking place in large scale
within the aforesaid Zone; and

(iv) the steps that have been taken at present to
curb that situation?

(b) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne- Deputy Minister of

Mahaweli Development and Environment)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

the number of Grama Niladhari Divisions
available in Sri Lanka as at 31.03.2017;

separately, the aforesaid number as per each
province, district and Divisional Secretary's
Division;

the number of Grama Niladharis deployed
in service as at 31.03.2017;

separately, the aforesaid number as per each
province, district and Divisional Secretary's
Division?

(b) Will he also inform this House-

6)

(ii)

(iif)

the number of vacant GN positions as at
31.03.2017,

separately, the aforesaid number as per each
province, district and Divisional Secretary's
Division;

whether a competitive examination has

been held to recruit Grama Niladharis to fill
the aforesaid vacancies;

(iv)

(v)

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)
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if so, the year in which the particular
examination was held and the number of
applicants who sat for the examination;
whether an interview has been conducted
for those who obtained the highest marks
at the examination;

if so, the number of applicants who
appeared for the interview;

the number of applicants who got qualified
for the GN appointments; and

their names and addresses?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the amount of foreign investments made by
the companies listed in the Colombo Stock
Exchange in the year 2016 since the income
from dividends on investments in listed
shares by foreign companies was exempted
from the income tax as per Proposal No.199
of the 2016 Budget;

(i) whether he will submit a report on the
trends (as per standard indices) in the share
market of Sri Lanka following the
conclusion of the armed conflict in the year
2009;

(iii)) the amount of investments withdrawn by
foreigners from the share market of Sri
Lanka in the years 2015 and 2016;

(iv)  the proposed changes and financial and tax
incentives for the revival of the share
market of Sri Lanka;

(v) whether there is a plan to introduce the
Capital Gains Tax proposed from the 2016
Budget to the share market in future?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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LANKA COAL COMPANY PRIVATE LIMITED: DETAILS
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy :
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which Lanka Coal Company
(Pvt.) Limited was established,

(i) whether the accounts of the aforesaid
company have been audited, annually;

(iii)  if so, by which firm;

(iv) the reasons led, if the accounts have not
been audited;

(v) whether it can be guaranteed that the
aforesaid company maintains proper
accounting standards; and

(vi) if the aforesaid company has failed in
maintaining proper accounting standards, of
the steps that would be taken against the
responsible officers ?

(b) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine:

(@)  Will he inform this House -
(i) how many dengue patients have been
admitted to the Kinniya Hospital in the year
2017 up to now;
(i) how many of them died while being under
treatment;

(iti)  is there a serious shortage of doctors, staff,
beds and space in the Kinniya Hospital as a
result of the dengue epidemic;

(iv) the steps will be taken to relieve this
situation; and

(v) the fact that the shortage of doctors in the
Kinniya Hospital compelling the transfer of
patients to the Trincomalee Hospital?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources
Management:

(@ Will he inform this House in relation to the
Mannar District by the year 1983 -

(1) the number of irrigation systems that had
existed;

(i) the number of small-scale tanks, anicuts and
canals that had existed; and

(iii) the extent of lands that had been brought
under cultivation?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) separately on a per year basis from year
1983 until the war situation had ended in
2009 the amount of money that had been
allocated for restoration of irrigation
schemes, tanks, anicuts and canals; and

(i) separately on a per year basis from the time
the war situation ended until year 2015 the
total amount of money the government had
allocated for the restoration of irrigation
systems, tanks, anicuts and canals?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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2011 74,601,659.93
2012 81,349,273.00
2013 26,916,744.02
2014 31,236,254.79
2015 39,254,448.73
O®nd 253,358,380.47
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You can have only a clarification. We cannot have an
argument on this.
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I will certainly look into your complaint.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Prime Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs; to
be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 06th September, 2017 and to

be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

oG VYO BEHEE Owmo
(oreirLyfl@ suFagLosit SliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 08.03.2016,
the hours of sittings of Parliament on this day shall be 1.00 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the Parliament
shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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UNRULY BEHAVIOUR OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
DAMAGING DIGNITY OF PARLIAMENT

o VYO BE3HEE Owmo
(oreirLyfl@ suFagLosst SliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That the question of privilege arising out of the matter raised by the
Hon. Ajith P. Perera, M.P on 11™ August, 2017 in Parliament to the
effect that his privileges have been infringed, be referred to the
Committee on Privileges under Standing Order No. 127 of the
Parliament."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural
Affairs for report.
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That has to be informed by the Party Leader. The
Hon. Douglas Devananda, please.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. S.
Shritharan.
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Hon. Member, now, wind up please!
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Sir, please, give me one more minute.
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1t being 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned Parliament without Question put.
Adjourned accordingly until 10.30 a.m. on Thursday, 24th August, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th March, 2016.
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Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
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