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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 17" August,2015)

A

Abeygunawardana, Pahalage Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)
Abeysekara, Sisira Kumara, Walimuni Mendis Priyanjith Hemantha (Puttalam)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardena, Lakshman Yapa (National List)

Abeywardena, Mahinda Yapa (Matara)

Abeywardana, Wajira (Galle)

Adaikkalanathan, A. (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma,Dullas Daham Kumara (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Aluthgamage, Aluthgamage Ananda (Mahanuwara)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda Meethalawe (Mahanuwara)
Aluvihare, Ranjith (Matale)

Aluvihare, Wasantha (Matale)

Amarasena, Indunil Thushara Girana Pathirannehelage (Kurunegala)
Amaratunga, John Anthony Emmanuel (Gampaha)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Amunugama, Sarath (National List)

Appuhamy, Makavita Arachchige Don Hector Hygenus (Puttalam)
Ashoka, Priyantha R.D. (Puttalam)

Atukorale, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Balasuriya, Tharaka Ramanya (Kegalle)

Bandara, Mrs. Kulathunga Dissanayaka Mudiyanselage Chandrani Ofeeliya (Anuradhapura)
Bandara, R.B. Palitha Range (Puttalam)

Bandaranayake, Indika (Kurunegala)

Bandarigoda, Bandula Lal (Galle)

Basnayaka, Basnayaka Mudiyanselage Dilhan Tharanath (Kurunegala)

C

Chandrasena Samarakoon Mudiyanselage, (Anuradhapura)
Chandrasiri, Gajadeera Vidhanearachchige Bans (Matara)
Colonne, Nalaka Prasad (Polonnaruwa)

D

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla) [Resigned on 14" September, 2015]
De Mel, Sirinal (National List)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Haduwameregngna Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)
De Silva, Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Nileththi Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Zoysa, Thirimadura Ranjith (Ratnapura)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, D.T.W. Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)
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Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)
Dissanayake, Eranjan Navin (Nuwara Eliya)
Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, S.B. (National List)

Dissanayake, Salinda (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Weera Kumar (Anuradhapura)
Dushmantha, Hewa Ralalage Sarathi (Kegalle)

Ekanayake, T.B. (Kurunegala)

Faizal, Mohomed Cassim Mohomed (Digamadulla)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Harin (Badulla)

Fernando, Johnston Xavier (Kurunegala)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpatchuwa Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka (National List) [From 08th February, 2016]
Fowzie, A. H. M. (National List)

Galappaththi Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Gamage, Daya (Digamadulla)

Gamage, Don Chandima (Anuradhapura)

Gamage, Mrs. Anoma (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, M. (Colombo)

Gankanda, Dunesh (Ratnapura)

Grero, Kondagamage Mohan Lal (Colombo)

Gunasekara, Edward Dehiwala Liyanage (Gampaha)

Gunasekera, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Padma Udaya Shantha (Monaragala)
Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardana, M.K.A.D.S. (National List) [Died : 19th January, 2016]
Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasinghe (Colombo)

H

Hafees, Abdul Rauf Abdul (National List) [Resigned on 19th January, 2016]
Hakeem, A. Ibathul Rauff (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (National List)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Harrison, Pelisge (Anuradhapura)

Hashim, Abdul Haleem Mohamad (Mahanuwara)

Hashim, Mohomed Kabir Mohamed (Kegalle)

Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Hizbullah, Muhammad Lebbe, Alim Muhammad (National List)

Indika, Anuruddha Herath Hitihami Appuhamilage Don (Gampaha)
Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)
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Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayarathne, Anura Sydney (Polonnaruwa)

Jayarathne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)
Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Premalal (Ratnapura)

Jayasena, Mrs. Sumedha G. (Monaragala)

Jayasuriya, Karu (National List)

Jayathilake, Malith (National List)

Jayathissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardana, Herath Mudiyanselage Lucky Dissanayake (Mahanuwara)
Jayawardana, Senadheerage Don Kawinda Heshan (Gampaha)
Jayawickrama, Gamini (Kurunegala)

Kariyawasam, Akila Viraj (Kurunegala)

Karunanayake, Ravindra Sandresh (Colombo)

Karunatileka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara, (Mahanuwara)

Kodeeswaran, Kaveendiran (Digamadulla)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, M. Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumarasingha, Mrs. Geetha Samanmalee (Galle)

Kumarasiri, Jayasundara Mudiyanselage Ananda (Monaragala)

Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)
M

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (Monaragala)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Maheswaran, Mrs.Vijayakala (Jaffna)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha)

Mansoor, Ibrahim Muhammad Muhammad (Digamadulla)

Marapana, Tilak Janaka (National List)

Marasinghe, Chandrajith Ashubodha (National List)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunne, Sarath Chandrasiri (National List) [Resigned on 04th September, 2015]
Mohammadu, Abdullah Mahroof Mohammadu (Trincomalee)
Musthapha, Faiszer (National List)

Muthu, Sivalingam (Nuwara Eliya)

Muthuhettigamage, Nishantha (Galle)

Mutukumarana, Sarath Chandrasiri (Anuradhapura)

Mylvaganam, Thilakarajah (Nuwara Eliya)

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Naleen Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Navavi, Mohamed Haneefa Mohamed (National List)
Navinna, R.M.S.B. (Kurunegala)

Nirmalanathan, Irudayanathan Charles (Vanni)
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P

Palany, Thigambaram (Nuwara Eliya)

Paranawithanage, Karunarathna (Ratnapura)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh Chandima Benthota (Galle)

Perera, Achchige Don Vithana Lakshaman Wasantha (Matale)
Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Dilan (National List)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kurugamage Sanath Nishantha (Puttalam)

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Erdly Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyadasa, Kalandugoda Kankanamge (Nuwara Eliya)
Premachandra, Mrs. Hirunika Eranjalee (Colombo)
Premadasa, Ambathanna Dewayalage (Kegalle)

Premadasa, Sajith (Hambantota)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathna, Suddachcharige (Matara)

Punchinilame, Susantha Galagamuwa (Trincomalee)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)
Rahuman, Mohamed Mujibur (Colombo)
Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Chamal Jayantha (Hambantota)
Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (National List)

Ramanayake, Sadda Widda A.A. Ranjan (Gampaha)
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranathunga, Arjuna (Gampaha)

Ranathunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)
Ranaweera, Bulathwelage Prasanna (Gampaha)
Rathana Thero, Ven. Athuraliye (National List)
Rathnayake, Weerakoon Bimal Niroshan (National List) [From 14th September, 2015]
Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Ratnayaka, Sagala Gajendra (Matara)

Ratwaththe, Lohan Evindra (Mahanuwara)

Rishad, Abdul (Vanni)

Salman, Mohomed Hafeel Mohomed (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda (National List)

Samarasinghe, Sandith (Kegalle)

Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samaraweera, Mangala (Matara)

Samaraweera, Ravindra (Badulla)

Samarawickrama, Malik (National List)

Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Saravanapavan, Easvarapatham (Jaffna)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senanayake, Vasantha Naresh Parakkrama (Polonnaruwa)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Rajitha Harischandra (Kalutara)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Chathura Sandeepa (Gampaha)
Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (Colombo)

Senathirajah, Mavai Somasuntharam (Jaffna)
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Senewirathne, Lakshman Pinthu Jayathilake (Badulla) [From 16th September, 2015]
Senewiratne, John (Ratnapura)

Seyed, Ali Zahir Moulana (Batticaloa)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sihabdeen, Ameer Ali Seyed Mohammad (Batticaloa)
Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Sivamohan, Sivaprakasam (Vanni)

Sivasakthi, Annamalai Nadesu (Vanni)
Siyambalapitiya, Basnayaka Ralalage Ranjith (Kegalle)
Srineshan, Gnanamuthu (Batticaloa)

Sriskandarasa, Mrs. Shanthi (National List)
Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)
Sumathipala, Thilanga (National List)

Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Swaminathan, D. M. (National List)

Tennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)

Thewarapperuma, Palitha Kumara (Kalutara)

Thondaman, Arumugan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Mohammadu Shariff (National List) [From 22nd January, 2016]
Thurairetnasingam, Kathiragamaththamby (National List)

Vv
Vidanagamage, Thenuka Amith (Badulla)
Vijitha, Berugoda Arachchige (Monaragala)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithra Devi (Ratnapura)
Warnakulasooriya, Antony Nimal Lanza (Gampaha)
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkodi, Chandima (Galle)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (Colombo)

Wickramaratne, Jayampathi (National List)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (Colombo)

Wijayawardene, Dinendra Ruwan (Gampaha)

Wijemanna, Mrs. Thusitha (Kegalle)

Wijemanne, Lakshman Ananda (Kalutara)

Wijepala, Bopagoda Hettiarachchige (Galle)

Wijerathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiye Gedara Rohini Kumari (Matale)
Wijesekera, Arachchige Ganepola Duleep Pandula Perera (Gampaha)
Wijesekera, Kanchana Vodatha (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijethunga, A. A. (Ratnapura)

Wijewickrama, Mrs. Radampala Gamage Sriyani (Digamadulla)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)

Y

Yapa,Appuhamillage, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yoheswaran, Seeniththamby (Batticaloa)

Zoysa, Wijith Wijayamuni (National List)






(1)
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

PRESIDENT
HIS EXCELLENCY MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA

CABINET

Prime Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs — The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe

Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister of Lands — The Hon. John Amaratunga
Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife — The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera

Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva

Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare — The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake

Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera

Minister of Labour and Trade Unions Relations — The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne

Minister of City Planning and Water Supply — The Hon. Rauff Hakeem

Minister of Higher Education and Highways and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
Minister of Disaster Management — The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa

Minister of Science, Technology and Research — The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha

Minister of Skills Development and Vocational Training — The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe

Minister of Home Affairs — The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana

Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine — The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne

Minister of Finance — The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake

Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs — The Hon. S.B. Nawinne

Minister of Industry and Commerce — The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen

Minister of Megapolis and Western Development — The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development — The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Plantation Industries — The Hon. Navin Dissanayake

Minister of Power and Renewable Energy — The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya

Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources Management — The Hon. Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa

Minister of Rural Economic Affairs — The Hon. P. Harrison

Minister of Public Enterprise Development — The Hon. Kabir Hashim

Minister of Public Administration and Management — The Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Minister of Justice and Minister of Buddhasasana — The Hon (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe

Minister of Housing and Construction — The Hon. Sajith Premadasa

Minister of Ports and Shipping — The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga

Minister of Hill Country New Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development — The Hon. Palany Thigambaram
Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka
Minister of Women and Child Affairs — The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara

Minister of Foreign Employment — The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale

Minister of Education — The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam

Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs — The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan
Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Affairs — The Hon. Abdul Haleem

Minister of Petroleum Resources Development — The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody

Minister of Law and Order and Southern Development — The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka

Minister of National Co-existence, Dialogue and Official Languages — The Hon. Mano Ganesan

Minister of Sports — The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara

Minister of Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure — The Hon. Harin Fernando

Minister of Primary Industries — The Hon. Daya Gamage

Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha

Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade — The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama

Minister of Special Assignment - The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama

Minister of Regional Development - Field Marshal Hon.Sarath Fonseka

[The President has assigned to himself all Subjects and Functions and Departments and Statutory Institutions not
assigned specifically to any Minister.]
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STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of National Integration and Reconciliation — The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie

State Minister of Highways — The Hon. Dilan Perera

State Minister of Lands — The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake

State Minister of Finance — The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena

State Minister of Labour and Trade Unions Relations — The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera

State Minister of Education — The Hon. V. Radhakrishnan

State Minister of Skills Development and Vocational Training — The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara
State Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development — The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi
State Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs — The Hon. Niroshan Perera

State Minister of Defence — The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene

State Minister of Rehabilitation and Resettlement — The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah

State Minister of Higher Education — The Hon. Mohan Lal Grero

State Minister of Industry and Commerce Affairs — The Hon. A.D. Champika Premadasa

State Minister of Child Affairs — The Hon. (Mrs.) Vijayakala Maheswaran

State Minister of International Trade — The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe

State Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources Management — The Hon. VVasantha Senanayake
State Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare

State Minister of City Planning and Water Supply — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle
State Minister of Science, Technology and Research - The Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne

DEPUTY MINISTERS

Deputy Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife — The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena
Deputy Minister of Public Administration and Management — The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame

Deputy Minister of Rural Economic Affairs — The Hon. Ameer Ali Sihabdeen

Deputy Minister of Megapolis and Western Development — The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna

Deputy Minister of Housing and Construction — The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake

Deputy Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine — The Hon. Faizal Cassim

Deputy Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Religious Affairs — The Hon. Duleep Wijesekera
Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries — The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera

Deputy Minister of Ports and Shipping Affairs — The Hon. Nishantha Muthuhettigamage

Deputy Minister of Disaster Management — The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda

Deputy Minister of Petroleum Resources Development — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. Harsha de Silva

Deputy Minister of Power and Renewable Energy — The Hon. Ajith P. Perera

Deputy Minister of Public Enterprise Development — The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne

Deputy Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare — The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake

Deputy Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe

Deputy Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs — The Hon. Arundika Fernando
Deputy Minister of Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure — The Hon.Tharanath Basnayaka
Deputy Minister of Sports — The Hon. H. M. M. Harees

Deputy Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media — The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithanage
Deputy Minister of Home Affairs — The Hon. Nimal Lanza

Deputy Minister of Mahaweli Development and Environment — The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne

Deputy Minister of Justice and Deputy Minister of Buddha Sasana — The Hon. H.R. Sarathi Dushmantha
Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs - The Hon.Palitha Thewarapperuma
Deputy Minister of Foreign Employment - The Hon.Manusha Nanayakkara
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CHAIRMAN’S PANEL

The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara, The Hon. J.M. Ananda
Kumarasiri, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon. Shehan
Semasinghe, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman.

COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

Committee of Selection

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon.
Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake,
The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen, The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake, The Hon.
Kabir Hashim, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Mano
Ganesan, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon.
Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa.

House Committee
The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon.Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon.Palany Thigambaram, The
Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon. K.K.Piyadasa,
The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.(Mrs.)Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon.Imran Maharoof.

Committee on Standing Orders

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon Thilanga Sumathipala, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan,The Hon.
Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri,
The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne.

Committee on Parliamentary Business

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon Thilanga Sumathipala, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, The Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Anura
Dissanayake, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem,
The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon.
Risad Badhiutheen, The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon.
Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The
Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Committee on Public Accounts

The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna (Chairman), The Hon.S.B.Dissanayake, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The
Hon. P. Harrison, The Hon.Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara, The Hon. Niroshan Perera, The
Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.Bandula Gunawardana, The Hon. Vijitha
Herath, The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon.Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The
Hon.Ali Zahir Moulana Seyed, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon.Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon. S.
Shritharan, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon.(Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon. I.Charles
Nirmalanathan, The Hon.(Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The Hon.Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The Hon. S.
Viyalanderan, The Hon.Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon.Chandima Gamage.

Committee on Public Enterprises

The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti (Chairman), The Hon.Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon.Ravindra Samaraweera, The Hon.Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Wasantha
Aluvihare, The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The
Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Anura Dissanayake, The Hon. Lakshman
Senewiratne, The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Weerakumara
Dissanayake, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. S.Shritharan, The Hon. M.A.Sumanthiran, The Hon.
Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. (Dr.)Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Gnanamuthu
Srineshan, The Hon.Abdullah Mahroof, The Hon.Mahindananda Aluthgamage.
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Committee on Privileges

The Hon. Tilak Marapana (Chairman), The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha, , The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma
Bandara, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon.
Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Anura Dissanayake, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. E. Saravanapavan.

Committee on Public Petitions

The Hon.Sujeewa Senasinghe (Chairman), The Hon.Wajira Abeywardana, The Hon.Susantha Punchinilame, The
Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Salinda Dissanayake, The Hon.Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena, The Hon.Nihal
Galappaththi, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon.Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The
Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The
Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.
Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa, The Hon. S.Sivamohan.

Committee on High Posts

The Hon.Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon.
(Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.
Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Dharmalingam
Sithadthan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

Committee on Public Finance

The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran (Chairman), The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The
Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The
Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon.
Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana,
The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.
Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Mohamed Navavi, The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi.

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development

The Hon. Tilak Marapana(Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewirathne, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The Hon.
Arundika Fernando, The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana, The Hon. Nimal Lanza,The Hon. Bandula
Gunawardane, The Hon. VVasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara, The
Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri, The Hon. K.K. Piyadasa, The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana, The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Mohamed Navavi, The Hon. S.M.
Marikkar, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations

The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare (Chairman), The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake, The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.
Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. Tharanath Basnayaka, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne,
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.S.M.Chanrasena, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Annamalai
Nadesu Sivasakthi, The Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nalaka
Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Malith Jayathilake, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon. Mayantha
Dissanayake, The Hon.S.M.Marikkar, The Hon.Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Sustainable Development and Environment and Natural Resources

The Hon. (Mrs.)Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Duleep Wijesekera , The Hon. Lakshman
Wasantha Perera, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Douglas
Devananda, The Hon.Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Lucky
Jayawardana, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne,
The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. Sisira Kumara Abeysekara, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon.
Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila, The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.
Chaminda Wijesiri,The Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe.
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on Women and Gender

The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.
Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon.Siripala Gamlath, The Hon. Vadivel
Suresh, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara, The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana , The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The
Hon.Rosahn Ranasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmalee
Kumarasingha, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The Hon., Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The Hon.Prasanna
Ranaweera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education and Human Resources Development.

The Hon. Vadivel Suresh (Chairman),The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne, The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon.
Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Sirinal de Mel, The Hon. K.Thurairetnasingam, The
Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon. S. Shritharan, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda
Jayathissa, The Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.
(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.Mujibar Rahuman, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The Hon. Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne, The Hon.
Wijepala Hettiarachchi.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security

The Hon.Malith Jayathilake (Chairman), The Hon.Palitha Tewarapperuma, The Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa, The
Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Vijitha Herath.The Hon.Chandrasiri Gajadeera, The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek,The
Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon.A. A. Wijethunga, The Hon.Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh
Pathirana, The Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon.Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon.Chandima Gamage, The Hon.(Dr.)
Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon.Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon.Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The
Hon.Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health and Human Welfare, Social Empowerment

The Hon.Lucky Jayawardana (Chairman), The Hon.(Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon.Duleep Wijesekera, The
Hon.Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon.H.L. Premalal Jayasekara The Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.Ranjith
Aluvihare, The Hon.Sirinal de Mel, The Hon. A.A. Wijethunga, The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The
Hon.Vijitha Berugoda. The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon.(Dr.) Nalinda
Jayathissa, The Hon.Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.l. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.Imran Maharoof,
The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon.(Dr.) S. Sivamohan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Transport and Communication

The Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon.Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon.Tharanath Basnayaka, The
Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon.Edward Gunasekara, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon.J.C.
Alawathuwala, The Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon.Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The Hon.Lakshman
Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon.Kanaka Herath, ,The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon.A. Aravindh Kumar,
The Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.(Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon.l. Charles Nirmalanathan, The
Hon.Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The
Hon.M.H.M. Salman.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Agriculture and Lands

The Hon.Vijitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon.Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.Faizal Cassim, The Hon.Duleep
Wijesekera, The Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.Ashok Abeysinghe,
The Hon.Johnston Fernando, The Hon.J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri, The Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.
Sivasakthi Ananthan, The Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.Janaka Wakkumbura, The Hon.S.
Shritharan, The Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.Ashoka Priyantha, The Hon.Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran, The
Hon.Mohamed Navavi, The Hon.K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.Heshan Withanage.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti-corruption) and Media

The Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma (Chairman), The Hon.Ajith P. Perera, The Hon.Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon.Nimal
Lanza, The Hon.Palitha Tewarapperuma, The Hon.Tilak Marapana, The Hon.Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Dullas
Alahapperuma, The Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon.Dilum Amunugama, The Hon.Mohan
Priyadarshana De Silva, The Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon.Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.Angajan
Ramanathan, The Hon.(Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne, The Hon.Heshan Withanage, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan,
The Hon.Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The Hon.M.H.M. Salman, The Hon.Wijepala Hettiarachchi.
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on Youth, Sports, Arts and Heritage

The Hon.C.B. Rathnayake (Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewiratne, The Hon.Ameer Ali Shihabdeen, The Hon.
Indika Bandaranayake, The Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.K.K.
Piyadasa, The Hon.A. A. Wijethunga, The Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.T. Ranjith De Zoysa,
The Hon.Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.Lohan Ratwatte, The Hon.A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon.Ashoka
Priyantha, The Hon.(Mrs.) Geetha Samanmalee Kumarasingha, The Hon.( Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The
Hon.S. M. Marikkar, The Hon.Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon.Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Business and Commerce

The Hon.Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana (Chairman), The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera, The Hon.Nishantha
Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.Arundika Fernando, The Hon.H.M.M. Harees, The Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha,
The Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon.S.C. Mutukumarana, , The Hon.K.K. Piyadasa, The Hon.Seeniththamby
Yoheswaran, The Hon.(Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.Ashoka Priyantha,
The Hon.Nalaka Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The
Hon.Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon.Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon.Heshan Withanage, The Hon.Indika Anuruddha
Herath.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy

The Hon.Chandima Gamage (Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Seneviratne, The Hon.(Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The
Hon.Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.Nimal Lanza, The Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha, The Hon.Salinda
Dissanayake, The Hon.Bandula Gunawardane, The Hon.Keheliya Rambukwella, The Hon. Kumara Welgama,
The Hon.Rohitha Abeygunawardena, The Hon.Weerakumara Dissanayake, The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek, , The Hon.
(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha , The
Hon.Nalaka Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Imran Maharoof, The Hon.(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.(Dr.) S.
Sivamohan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Manufacturing and Services

The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha (Chairman), The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.Faizal Cassim, The
Hon.Lakshman Wasantha Perera, The Hon.Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The
Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha, The Hon.Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Sirinal de Mel, The Hon.Jayantha
Samaraweera, The Hon.R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera, The Hon.Thushara Indunil Amarasena, The
Hon.Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon.Sisira Jayakody, The Hon.Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon.S.
Premarathna, The Hon.Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon.Sandith Samarasinghe, The Hon.(Dr.) S. Sivamohan, The
Hon.Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and Public Management

The Hon.Gamini Lokuge (Chairman), The Hon.Ameer Ali Shihabdeen, The Hon.Indika Bandaranayake, The
Hon.Faizal Cassim, The Hon.Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon.Chandrasiri Gajadeera, The Hon.Lucky Jayawardana,
The Hon.Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon.Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon.Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The
Hon.Thenuka Vidanagamage, The Hon.S. Shritharan, The Hon.Hector Appuhamy, The Hon.Sisira Kumara
Abeysekara, The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena, The Hon.Velu Kumar, The Hon.Malith Jayathilake, The
Hon.K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.(Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne, The Hon.(Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Reconciliation and North and East Reconstruction

The Hon.Mavai S. Senathirajah (Chairman), The Hon.Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.(Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The
Hon.H.M.M. Harees, The Hon.Karunarathna Paranawithana, The Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Tilak
Marapana, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek, , The Hon.Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana, The Hon.
Wimalaweera Dissanayaka, The Hon.Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Sivasakthi Ananthan, The Hon.E.
Saravanapavan, The Hon.K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon.Angajan Ramanathan, The
Hon.(Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon.Kanchana
Wijesekera.
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SELECT COMMITTEES

Select Committee to Look into and Report on the Possibility of Enabling Sri Lankans Employed Overseas to
Exercise their Franchise in Future Elections and Matters Incidental Thereto

The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale (Chairperson), Hon. A. D. Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Dilan Perera, The
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon. Faizal Cassim, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The Hon.
Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena, The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella, The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF

SRI LANKA
A BILL TITLED “ FOREIGN EXCHANGE “

In the matter of Applications under Article 121 of the Constitution.

SC (SD) No. 01/17 N. Dharshana Weraduwage,
Attorney at Law, No. 281/J/1,
Cemetery Road, Pore,
Athurugiriya.
Petitioner
Vs

Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General's Department,
Colombo 12.

Respondent

Bandula Chandrasiri Gunawardena,
No. 142, Jambugasmulla Road,
Nugegoda.

SC (SD) No. 02/17

Petitioner
Vs

Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General's Department,
Colombo 12.

Respondent

SC (SD) No. D3/17 Nagananda Kodituwakku,

Attorney at Law,
No. 99, Subhadrarama Road,
Nugegoda.

Petitioner

Vs

1. Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General's Department,
Colombo 12.

2. Ravi Karunanayake,

Minister of Finance,
Ministry of Finance,
General Secretariat,
Colombo 1.

Respondents

5C (SD) No. 04/17 Ekanayake Mudiyanselage

Athapaththuwe Gedera Hasitha

Chathuranga Ekanayake, No. 79/05,

Moragahamula,Medamahanuwara.
Petitioner

Vs

Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General's Department,
Colombo 12.

Respondent

BEFORE: S. EVA WANASUNDERA PCJ.

B. P. ALUWIHARE PC). &
PRASANNA S. JAYAWARDENA PCJ.

COUNSEL: N. Dharshana Weraduwage, the Petitioner appeared
in person in SCSD 01/17.

Canishka Witharana appeared for the Petitioners in
SCSD 02/17 and SCSD 04/17.

Nagananda Kodituwakku, the Petitioner appeared in
Person in SCSD 03/17

Arjuna Obeysekera, Senior Deputy Solicitor General
appeared with Ms. Anusha Jayatileke, State Counsel
for the Attorney General in SCSD 01/17 and 02/17.
Nerin Pulle, Deputy Solicitor General appeared with
Suren Gnanaraj, Senior State Counsel for the Attorney
General in SCSD 03/17 and 04/17.

Court assembled for hearing on 24" April, 2017 at 10.00 a.m.
Court finalized the Determination on 28" April, 2017.

The Bill entitled “ Foreign Exchange “ was published in the Gazette of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on the 24" March, 2017 and placed on
the Order Paper of Parliament on the 7" April, 2017.

The Petitioners by their Petitions filed under the numbers as afore mentioned
have invoked the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court under Article 121 read with
Article 120 of the Constitution challenging the constitutionality of the Bill on the
ground that Clauses 2 4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,13,16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22,24, 25, 26,
29,30 and 32 of the Bill entitled “ Foreign Exchange “ ( An Act to provide for the
promotion and regulation of foreign exchange; to vest the responsibility for
promoting and regulating foreign exchange in the Central Bank as the agent of the
government; to provide for the repeal of the Exchange Control Act( Chapter 423 %
and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto ) are
inconsistent with Articles 3, 4, 12(1), 12(2), 14(1)g, 75 and 148 of the
Constitution.

These Petitions were referred to this Bench by His Lordship the Chief Justice and
were taken up for consideration together on the 24" of April, 2017 with the
consent of all parties.

All Counsel who appeared for the Petitioners made submissions to the effect
that the provisions of the Bill would result in the Central Bank of Sri Lanka being
divested of the independence which is vested in the Central Bank. It is therefore
necessary to examine whether the provisions contained in the Bill in fact takes
that independence away from the Central Bank which was created by the
Monetary Law Act as well as how the Central Bank was placed in the Exchange
Control Act which the Bill moves to repeal and replace.

It is noted that the provisions in the Bill does not propose any changes to the
duties arid functions of the Central Bank which are specified in the Monetary Law
Act. The Bill in fact has no effect on the provisions of the Monetary Law Act which
will continue to remain in full force. Thus, the Central Bank will continue to be
required by the Monetary Law Act to perform the duties and functions described
in Chapter IV and Chapter V of the said Act. Exchange Control can be described as
various methods of control by which transactions in foreign currencies and
foreign exchange within Sri Lanka that are implemented by the Central Bank.

Clause 2(2) of the Bill reads as follows:

The Minister assigned the subject of the Central Bank may, from time to time,
issue such directions as may be necessary for the implementation of the
provisions of this Act and it shall be the duty of the Monetary Board to cause
these directions to be carried out.

The Petitioners contention is that the Minister is a political figure and that the
directions given by the Minister to be carried out by the Monetary Board could be
arbitrary and as such that Clause is inconsistent with Articles 3, 4(a), 14(1)g, and
148 of the Constitution. It is mentioned in general in all the Petitions. The
Petitioners contend that the power conferred on the Minister to issue directions
on the Central Bank and the Monetary Board would result in that agency losing
their independence as guaranteed by the Monetary Law Act and the Exchange
Control Act and would subject that institution, namely the Monetary Board,
created by Parliament, to the arbitrary whims of the Minister.

The functions of the Central Bank are two fold and can be categorized as core
functions and agency functions according to the provisions in the relevant Acts
of Parliament. In terms of the Monetary Law Act, ‘Economic and Price Stability’
and ‘Financial System Stability’ are core functions of the Central Bank . The
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functions of the Central Bank relating to ‘Foreign Exchange Management’ are set
out in Chapters IV and V of the Monetary Law Act and the functions relating to
‘Public Debt Management’ are set out in Part VI of the Act. Clause 2 of the Bill
does not seem to change the existing role of the Central Bank in relation to the
foreign exchange management contained in the Monetary Law Act.

Apart from that, the Exchange Control Act No. 24 of 1953 as amended, which is
to be repealed by this Bill, as at this moment contains a similar Section, i.e.
Section 2(1) which reads as follows:-

“The Central Bank of Ceylon shall, as agent of the Government, be responsible for
carrying out the provisions of this Act, and it shall be the duty of the Monetary
Board to cause those provisions to be carried out in accordance with such
directions as may from time to time be issued in that behalf by the Minister.

The Central Bank is not an autonomous institution. It is an agent of the
government which would be accountable to the Executive, the Parliament. The
government will regulate the activities of the agent through directions by the
Minister who is a member of the government. The Minister cannot give
directions at his whims as alleged but only for the implementation of the
provisions of the Act. The link between the government and the Central Bank was
very much explained in the report of John Exter at the time the Monetary Law Act
was going to be established, on “the Establishment of a Central Bank of Ceylon".

He has stated that “ No Agency which is a creature of the Government can be.

entirely independent of the Government. While the Government may be
prepared to give an independent regulatory agency rather wide discretion in a
field such as that of money, there is no gain saying that in the last analysis the
Government must assume responsibility for monetary policy as for other policies.
The ideal which it is hoped that the proposed law will achieve is one in which
there will be continuous and constructive co-operation between the Monetary
Board and the Government.”

It is also observed by this Court that many sections such as Sections 44, 46, 47,
52(7), 52(8) of the existing law, i.e. the Exchange Control Act are clear examples
to be understood that the Central Bank is merely carrying out an agency
function vested in it by the Exchange Control Act and has been at all times
subject to the control of the Minister. '

As such, this Court holds that Clause 2 of the Bill is not inconsistent with the
Articles of the Constitution.

Clause 4 of the Bill speaks about three categories of dealers in foreign exchange,
namely authorized dealers, restricted dedlers and the new category named as
“any person who is granted special permission for a specific purpose “. The
Petitioners contend that by appointing this third category, it would jeopardise the
national economy on the basis that such persons would not be accountable to
the Central Bank or the Parliament:

Clause 4(2)(c) provides for the Central Bank to grant special permission to any
such person for a specific purpose and subject to such terms and conditions as
may be prescribed by the Minister by an order published in the Gazette. It is
understood that the conditions of the permit issued to such a person are under
the guidelines and directions issued by the Central Bank in terms of Clause 9 of
the Bill. In case of any action contrary to the said terms and conditions, there are
sanctions provided, including the suspension of the permit. Another safeguard is
the publication in the Gazette.

In this regard however this Court wishes to place a quote from the Determination
in SCSD 05/2014. It states that “When considering the exercise of statutory
power certain fundamental principles can never be overlooked. The first is that
our Constitution and System of Courts are founded on the rule of law; secondly
statutory power conferred for public purpose is conferred as it were upon trust
and not absolutely.”

However, this Court observes that , the Minister determines a class of persons
who are neither authorized dealers nor restricted dealers. The said authorized
dealers and the restricted dealers obtain permission from the Central Bank to
deal in foreign exchange. The class of persons who is determined by the Minister
at his discretion only , is published by an Order in the Gazette. This Order of the
Minister does not seem to be subject to the checks and balances in our syst

not being an authorized dealer or restricted dealer, permitted to deal in foreign
exchange within Sri Lanka under paragraph (c) of subsection 2 of Section 4.” It is
stressed that the Central Bank is in authority in issuing guide lines and directions
and making the list of such persons. The Minister will not be in a position to
determine a person on his own but will be guided by the guide lines and lists
issued by the Central Bank.

This Court therefore holds that the said Clause 4(2)(c) is not inconsistent with the
Articles of the Constitution.

The Petitioners contend again, that Clause 4 is designed in such a way to exclude
regulation of Gold which was regulated hitherto through the Exchange Control
Act which can have allegedly * unfor ble cc iences ing the
national economy, security, fundamental rights and sovereignty of the people of
Sri Lanka." The Petitioners also contend that this Clause excludes the application
of uniform rates of exchange.

It is to be noted that at the time of enactment of the Exchange Control Act, the
Bretton Woods Agr for the m of currencies and exchange rates
was in effect enable countries to settle international balances of payments in US
Dollars. US Dollars were convertible to Gold at a fixed exchange rate of USD 35
per ounce. It was therefore necessary that, like foreign exchange, Gold too was
to be regulated. In 1971 the convertibility of USD to Gold was ended. But the
Exchange Control Act was not amended. In 2002, the Central Bank , by an order
published in Gazette No. 1263/10 dated 22.11.2002 granted general permission
in terms of Sections 5, 21, and 22 of the Exchange Control Act for any person to
buy, sell , import or export gold, without any restrictions but subject to the
requirement that the quantity, value and purpose of such gold must be declared
to Sri Lanka Customs. In 2010, the Controller of Exchange by Regulations
published in Gazette No. 1730/03 dated 02.01.2012 specified that an import
license would be required for the importation of Gold and that such importation

shall be subject to such restrictions as may be imposed by the Controller of
Import and Export.

In the said circumstances, since sufficient provisions exiét in the Customs
Ordinance and the Import and Export Control Act to regulate the import and
export of Gold, the regulation of Gold by the Central Bank, had been relaxed since

2002. The Central Bank and the Department of Exchange Control has had no
control since then regarding Gold. It is observed that many of the provisions
contained in the Exchange Control Act are no longer applicable or relevant in the
present economic setting which has developed as explained. The State has
explained the scenario well in their submissions culminating to the need to
replace the existing Exchange Control Act with the new law to promot:e and
regulate foreign exchange with a view to assist the growth of the ec«_:ncmy in that
regard. We believe that there is no reason to state that Clause 4 is designed to
exclude regulating Gold business to the detriment of the people and we hold that
the said Clause is not inconsistent with the Constitution.

The application of uniform rates of exchange has also changed with time and the
amendment which was brought to amend the Monetary Law Act in 2002, namely
amendment Act. No. 32 of 2002 has placed Section 76A within the Monetary Law
Act which explicitly demonstrates that Sri Lanka does not adopt a fixed exchange
rate policy any longer and the exchange rates are now market determined.

Moreover, in 1994, Sri Lanka adopted Article Vill of the Articles of Agreement on
the International Monetary Fund, which required the member countries to
remove all foreign exchange restrictions relating to ‘current transactions’. The Bill
has considered the development that had already taken place with regard to
matters concerning Foreign Exchange and placed the necessary provisions and
done away with other provisions such as Gold exchange which is not a necessity
any more. The Bill is drafted to promote and regulate foreign exchange in a
manner that would assist growth of the economy and development of the
country having regard to the present economic framework.

Clauses 5, 6 and 7 deal with current and capital transactions by dealers. Even
though the Petitioners contend that money laundering can take p}ace, we observe
that the said provisions do not provide any exemption or immunity to any person
from the Prevention of Money Laundering Act No. 5 of 2006 .

However, Clause 6(1) provides that any person shall be entitled to deal in foreign
exchange for a ‘ current transaction ‘ through an authorized dealer or through a
restricted dealer *. A current transaction is defined in Clause 32 read with the
schedule, which list contains four types of transactions. Therefore the authority
given by Clause 6(1) to deal in foreign exchange is dependent on the types of

transactions listed in the Schedule. If the proposed transaction is not one which
falls within one of the said four types of transactions, the proposed transaction
would be unlawful if it is carried out.

because it is not made imperative to be placed before Parliament, unlike the
Regulations made by the Minister under Clause 28(3) of the Bill which are placed
before the Parliament for approval and shall be deemed to be rescinded if not
approved by Parliament.

But, this Court observes that in this Clause 4(2)(c) , the words “ subject to the
provisions of Section 9” is included at the commencement. Section 9(4) states
that “ The Central Bank may from time to time subject to the approval of the
Minister issue guidelines and directions to any person, class or classes of persons

The i wce of the Rule of Law requires that the Bill should contain
provisions which seek to prevent the occurrence of unlawful transactions as far as
is reasonably possible. The objective can be achieved by requiring the authorized
dealer or restricted dealer to verify that the proposed transaction is, in fact, a
‘current transaction’. However, Clause 6(3) as it stands , does not statutorily
require the authorized dealer or restricted dealer to verify that the proposed
transaction is, in fact , a ‘current transaction’. Instead, Clause 6(3) only provides
that, the authorized dealer * may request the person..........”’. Thus as it stands
Clause 6(3) is arbitrary and inconsistent with Article 12(1). This inconsistency will
be removed by substituting the word * may” in Clause 6(3) with the word “ shall *.
The same inconsistency prevails in Clause 7(6), and as such the inconsistency will
cease to be if the word ‘may’ is substituted with the word ‘shall’.
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The Petitioners contend that Clause 8(3) read with Clause 29 of the Bill serves to
remove criminal liability with retrospective effect, of persons who had previously
engaged in illegal transactions in contravention of the provisions of the Exchange
Control Act. We observe that Clause 8(3) seeks only to exempt certain persons of
paying any other fee, tax or surcharge levy. It does not seem to provide amnesty
to those who had contravened the provisions of the Exchange Control Act. Clause
29 provides for the continuance of all prosecutions and investigations under the
Exchange Control Act. s

We observe that the offences recognized under the Monetary Law Act, the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, the Convention on the Suppression of the
Terrorist Financing Act or the Bribery Act continues to operate and any person
who has committed an offence with regard to foreign exchange cannot evade
getting penalized under the provisions contained in the said Acts even though the
Bill in hand does not provide for any sanctions for penal offences. The reasoning
behind having no penal provisions seems to be due to the ‘ liberalization of
exchange controls * under the Bill.

The Petitioners once again complain that Clauses 9, 10 and 11 contain provisions
granting excess power to the Minister who can act arbitrarily which would be
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

With regard to the matters falling within the purview of the Bill, the Government
is the principal; the Central Bank is the Agent; and the Minister cannot act
arbitrarily due to the safe guards within the provisions itself with regard to
current transactions and capital transactions. However ,the contentions of the
Petitioners with regard to the actions of the Minister as inconsistent with the
Articles of the Constitution can be remedied by changing the wording in Clause
11(1) by deleting the words “ may with the approval of the “ and substituting the
same with the words, ® may , upon the Minister being informed “ , to read the
amended portion of Clause 11(1} as “.....the Central Bank may, upon the
Minister being informed, issue a notice directing any such authorized dealer or
restricted dealer..............”. The same amendment can be done to Clause 11(5) of
the Bill so that there would not exist any inconsistency thereafter.

With regard to penalties that could be imposed for a violation on an authorized
dealer or a restricted dealer vis a vis the penalty that can be imposed on a person
who is neither an authorized dealer nor a restricted dealer, it is observed that
there exists a disparity of the suggested penalties. This Court is of the view that if
it is corrected in the following manner this disparity will cease to be. Clause 11(5)
should be amended to read as follows:

“ Where any other person, class or classes of persons, not being an authorized
dealer or restricted dealer acts in violation of the provisions of paragraphs (a),(b),
(c), and (d) of subsection (1), the Central Bank may, after giving such person a
reasonable opportunity of being heard, require such person in writing, to pay as a
penalty a sum not exceeding rupees one million or in case of a violation of
paragraph (a) or (b) of sub section (1) to pay a penalty of an amount not
exceeding the amount or value of such current transaction or capital transaction
or value of such foreign asset or any part thereof in foreign exchange or Sri Lanka
currency together with such expenses incurred by the Central Bank for the
detection and investigation of such transaction.”

The Petitioners contend that the role of the Minister in appointing the members
of the Board of Inquiry under Clause 13, amounts to an interference by the
Minister. We observe that the Minister is required to appoint persons of integrity

who would act independently and according to law. The Minister cannot go
beyond these safeguards.

Even though some of the Petitioners have contended that Clauses 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 19 and 21 are inconsistent with the Constitution the reasons for that
contention is not placed before this Court and neither can this Court find any
reason for that contention.

The Petitioners contend that Clause 22 of the Bill provides for a discretion to the
Minister to comply with the advice given by the Monetary Board and if not
complied with, it could have unforeseeable consequences on the economy of the
country. The Petitioners seem to draw the attention of Court as to what would
happen if the Minister in his own way fails to comply with the advice of the
Monetary Board.

This Court observes that Clause 22 has been put in place for preservation of
financial stability in the country. It provides for a procedural framework within
which the Government shall take steps as may be necessary to counter a
potential threat to financial stability of the country arising as a probable result of
a high or low remittance of foreign exchange into or out of 5ri Lanka. The Minister
acting on the advice of the Monetary Board and with the approval of the Cabinet
of Ministers is directed to take such steps as may be necessary to restrict or
regulate remittances of foreign exchange into or out of Sri Lanka for a period not
exceeding six months. He has to do so by publishing the same in the Gazette. The
order of the Minister shall be valid notwithstanding the provisions contained in
Clauses 5, 6, 7 and 8, provided that such order shall be communicated forthwith
to Parliament and shall not be disapproved by Parliament. The Minister can
extend the period with the approval of the Parliament.

However we observe that the Monetary Law Act Sec. 68 (1) a and (1)
provide that it shall be the duty of the Monetary Board inter alia to adopt such
policies and take such remedial measures as are appropriate and authorized by
such Act whenever international payments or remittances are being made, which
would constitute an actual and potential threat to the financial stability of
national welfare of the country. Then, the Monetary Board should submit a
detailed report to the Minister in charge of the subject of Finance setting out the
nature, cause and magnitude of such threat, the measures which the Monetary

Board has already taken and further monetary, fiscal or administrative measures
which it proposes to take or recommends for adoption by the Government. In this
back drop, we cannot see the Minister who is required by Clause 22 to act with
the approval of the Cabinet, using his discretion not to comply with the advice of
the Monetary Board as it is a crisis situation that the Bill has provided for.

Therefore this Court holds that Clause 22 of the Bill is not inconsistent with the
Articles of the Constitution.

Even though some of the Petitioners contend that Clauses 23, 24 25, 28, 29, 30
and 32 are inconsistent with the Constitution, since they provide for expenses,
contracts, obligations under the written laws, regulations, repeal and savings,
currency and securities and interpretation, there does not seem to be any
inconsistency with the Articles of the Constitution. However, this Court is of the
view that the time limit granted is too long. This Court suggests that Clause 28(3)
should be corrected to read as “ Every Regulation made under subsection (1} shall
within three months from the date of the publication.........", as an improvement
of that provision.

While being cognizant that Article 75 of the Constitution vests in Parliament, the
power ta make laws which have retrospective effect except in the circumstances
described in Article 13(6), this Court observes that, on the face of Clauses 29(a)
and 29(b) of the Bill, the intention is that, all pending suits, actions and
proceedings instituted under the Exchange Control Act and all pending
investigations and inguiries under the Exchange Control Act are to be continued.
In the circumstances, it would be nothing but appropriate to state that the
continuation and determination should be done according to the provisions of the
repealed Act because the penal sanctions are contained within the existing
Exchange Control Act and not in the new Act yet to be implemented. For this
purpose , this Court suggests that Clause 29(2) should be corrected to read as
“Notwithstanding.......cc.......{a} and proceedings
instituted under that Act; and (b) .. ...and inquiries instituted
under that Act and shall

The Bill has sought to give effect to the fiscal policy of the Government as set out
in the 2016 and 2017 Budget proposals which were presented by the Government
and approved by the Parliament.

The Cabinet has deliberated on the subject matter of foreign exchange which
affects the economy of this country and found that a proper legal framework is
needed for the management and regulation of foreign exchange and to
encourage Sri Lankan citizens to remit to Sri Lanka foreign exchange they have in
their possession outside Sri Lanka. The existing Exchange Control Act was enacted
long ago in 1953, at a time when exchange control was the norm and it contains
criminal offences which are rather harsh. Most countries in the world have
liberalized exchange control laws and also moved away from criminal offences to
civil penalties. The existing law has not been successful in preventing the outflow
of foreign exchange out of the country through legal and non legal channels.
Therefore a new law was required to provide incentives for Sri Lankans having
money outside the country to remit that money to Sri Lanka without having to
face with criminal penalties. The Bill in hand contains provisions to cater to the
said need as well as intervention by the Government if any outflows of foreign
exchange becomes a threat to the national economy. The decision to bring up this
Bill is nothing but a matter of policy.

The Legislature enjoys a wide discretion in formulating policy on economic
matters of the country. This Court has always confined the scrutiny of any Bill
strictly in accordance with the Supreme Court jurisdiction conferred by Articles
121 and 123 of the Constitution. The Policy Making Power is left to the authorities
in whom it is vested by law. This Court has been reluctant to intervene in matters
of policy unless such policy is found to be manifestly unreasonable. g

In the Determination No. SCSD 3/1980, this Court observed thus:

“ It is a matter for the legislature to decide what consideration relating to the
amelioration of hardship or to the interests of the economic progress of the
people should be given effect to. Presumably, this provision is sought to be
enacted on the basis of economic consideration in respect of which the decision
must be largely left to the Legislature in view of the inherent complexity of fiscal
adjustment or diverse elements that requires to be made.”

This Court observes that * regulation of foreign exchange “ is within the scope
and ambit of Parliament’s control over public finance, as provided for in Article
148 of the Constitution. This Bill therefore is a law to be enacted in furtherance of
Parliament’s control over a source of public finance, namely foreign exchange.



In SC Determination No. 03/2008, this Court has determined thus:

“ Parliament is the custodian of legislative power of the People and will exercise
that power of the people and will exercise that power in trust for the People in
whom sovereignty is reposed. Legislative power includes the * full control over
public finance * as stated in Article 148, cited above, which in our opinion is also a
vital component of the balance of power firmly established by the Constitution in
relation to the respective organs of Government *

The Bill in hand is with regard to foreign exchange, which is a source of public
finance. The Parliament has made the policy decisions with regard to
implementation of the proposed Bill. The provisions of the Bill are not
inconsistent with the Constitution subject to the corrections mentioned above as
suggested by this Court.

This Court concludes for the reasons set out above that the Foreign Exchange Bill
is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Constitution when corrected as
suggested by this Court and as such may be passed by Parliament by a simple
majority of members present and voting.

This Court wishes to place on record our appreciation for the valuable assistance
rendered to court by Senior Deputy Solicitor Generl, Arjuna Obeysekera, Deputy
Solicitor General Nerin Pulle, Senior State Counsel , Suren Gnanaraj and State
Counsel, Ms. Anusha Jayatileke.
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5. Eva Wanasundera PC
Acting Chief Justice.
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Buvaneka Aluwihare PC
Judge of the Supreme Court

-
rasanna S. Jayawardena PC

Judge of the Supreme Court.
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(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

Hon. Speaker, | present the Report of the Sectoral

Oversight Committee on Education and Human
Resources Development on

Annual Report of the Ministry of Higher Education for
the year 2014;

Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Higher
Education and Highways for the year 2015;

Annual Reports of the Institute of Biochemistry,
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology of the
University of Colombo for the years 2013 and 2014;

Annual Reports of the Institute of Indigenous
Medicine of the University of Colombo for the years
2013 and 2014;

Annual Reports of the University of Colombo School
of Computing for the years 2013 and 2014;

Annual Report of the University Grants Commission
Sri Lanka for the year 2013,;

Annual Reports and Annual Accounts of the Institute
of Human Resource Advancement of University of
Colombo Sri Lanka for the years 2012, 2013 and
2014,

Annual Reports of the University of Colombo, Sri
Lanka for the years 2013 and 2014;

Annual Report of the National Institute of Library and
Information Sciences - University of Colombo for the
year 2013 and

Annual Report of the University of Colombo Institute
for Agro-Technology and Rural Sciences for the year
2013

which were referred to the said Committee.
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera - Minister of
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
What is your
Gunawardane?

point of Order, Hon. Bandula
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As early as possible.

OO DAIBNEDH®)
(omedryLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTdser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

It is okay.
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AT DANIBNBDH®)

(LomevsTL 0@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTeT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister.

@0 0BE BPOBw Bwmn (2xo@irsn® @ HAD
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(orenryfl@ remflev aflgArwdms - Mrsw ewwsFmn CHfw
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister

of National Policies and Economic Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, the Hon. Member has raised a very
important issue, which confronts our country and many
other countries - the need for technologically qualified
people and people who are competent in English. This is a
major problem because as we go towards the Fourth
Industrial Revolution, we need the technological skills,
the technological know-how and the technical skills that
are insufficient in Sri Lanka. It is also insufficient in
South Asia. In addition, if you get these skills, there is
also a better pay available for you, if you go to Southeast
Asia, to East Asia, to the Middle East or to Europe. This
is one of the major issues that we are confronted with
because our education system was not geared to meet the
demands. As the Hon. Member says, it is more so in the
North and the East, where due to the war, you could not
even develop engineering and technological skills. So, we
are addressing these issues.

Hon. Speaker, we are looking at an export-oriented
and knowledge-based economy. It requires human skills.
In the school system, they started the Technology subject
stream but that also has to be modified and the Hon.
Minister of Education is attending to that.

First, we thought we should ensure that every person
has 13 years of education. When you come up to the
Ordinary Level, half the students leave school because
they do not have the academic qualifications. But, we
want to have a vocational stream of upper secondary
education also, so that in the school you can get trained
on some of the skills. That means, we have to restructure
the skills sector because some of the skills that are now
being given outside the school can be given in the school.
So, we have to go for a higher level of skills training. We
are opening our skills training and the different Ministries
are now looking at both technology-oriented degrees and
non-degree qualifications.

In addition, the Government is also making
concessional loans available to students who are
following technological courses outside the State and the
Provincial Council training colleges. We have to focus
more on how we develop our skills and | think our
Oversight Committee will also be giving more attention
to this matter. The Hon. Minister of Education will, in the
next few months, present his proposals of how he will
have the vocational stream of upper secondary education
in the schools.

The bigger problem in the North is that the graduates
who are qualified do not know English and they are not
in the engineering, technological or management fields.
There is a big agitation going on. | also met some of
them. We are looking at how we can create some jobs
there for some of them while we hope the creation of
overall employment will also enable others to fit in.
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2 @&B&. Article 42 of the Constitution states, I quote:

“(1)  There shall be a Cabinet of Ministers charged with the
direction and control of the Government of the Republic.

2 The Cabinet of Ministers shall be collectively responsible and
answerable to Parliament.”
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the temples in the possession of the
Department of Archaeology in the districts
of Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, Mannar
and Vavuniya in the Northern Province;

(i)  the temples which have been registered in
the Department of Buddhist Affairs;

(iii)  whether action has been taken to protect
these temples from treasure hunters and
from organized criminals;

(iv) if so, the said steps;
(v) whether it has been reported that these
temples have been damaged by the above

persons during the period from 2012-2014;
and

(vi) if so, the measures that have been taken
against them?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether measures have been taken to
develop these temples; and

(if)  if so, what the aforesaid measures are?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Ui @) FemusE HPlailiLmyr?

(=4) @HTCLev, yir?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

whether he is aware of the fact that the
Diplomatic Officers who got appointments
to Sri Lankan Missions abroad are allowed
to take persons abroad from Sri Lanka for
the post of Personal Service Assistant;

separately, the names, passport numbers
and addresses of the Officers appointed to
embassies and the Personal Service
Assistants who were accompanied by them
within the period from 01.01.2005 to
01.01.2015;

the dates on which the Officers and
Personal Service Assistants returned to Sri
Lanka after the completion of relevant
duties and the date of expiry of the passport

of each Personal Service Assistant
separately;
the names of the Personal Service

Assistants who did not return to Sri Lanka
when the Officers returned; and
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(v) the steps taken by the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs in relation to the Personal Service

Assistants who did not return to Sri Lanka?
(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the names and addresses of the current
Board of Directors of the Bandarawela
Multipurpose Cooperative Society;

(if)  separately, their educational qualifications;

(iii)  separately, the regional societies of the said
Multipurpose Cooperative Society, the
regional societies that make profits and
incur losses at present;

(iv) whether there had been any complaint in
respect of the recent election; and

(v) if so, measures to be taken in that regard?
(b) If not, why?

@6 5308 D887 Bwmo (WE@asT® W1 Dadnes WOYD

&@am9®0)

(wreryflg  Plevrl  ugydsr - ws56sTHL  HMID

QUTERTILI SVIUVHET SeVLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen - Minister of Industry and

Commerce)

Hon. Member, there is a lengthy answer. If you want
any specific answer, | can reply to that.
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® MOIBNGEDREH (i)

L) . .

E#E:L%n @S;:afrkﬁbe:)“ﬁfr Sfeuiseir) CIN Name Highest Educational Qualification

e @ﬂ'@@@ﬁ 2RO wOube BERG cmotm 01. |Mr. H.M. Tilakaratna BSc (Hons) Economics, Post
Bong? Oew® MHDO, OF emdun pesin B! 02, |Mr. D.S. Sunil Gunaratna G.CE. (AL

03. |Mr. S.P.B. Wimalaratna G.C.E. (A/L)

®6; O8xic BedB8 Swvm 04.  Mr. W.M. Jayatilake G.C.E. (O/L)

(oreoryflg #lbhs allGedn) 05.  Mr. J.M. Jathisinghe G.C.E. (O/L)

(The.Hon- Chaminda Wijesiri) 06. Mr. K.A. Podiralahamy G.C.E. (O/L)

@G DNIBTNBEDRS (ili)MPCS Ltd., Bandarawela - 2016

(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTd6iT) Accumulated Profits and Losses

(The Hon. Speaker) Profitable

0®ydes BEnS table mdco (&) (iv) em0dwd 88nd Acoumn

o N
BesdD® H8 e3¢ Co-op Ciity lated Other Units Accumulated
- Profit
Profit

e é)@m’q Sed88 ®wnmo 01. Community 764,210 | 01. Main Store 584,715

(wreir i w55 oG Service .

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri) 02. Halpe 1 123,800 | 02. Silk Palace 175,175

Sew®® @?.;)3@8 O DOBNBDROR. 03. Heel Oya 299,672 | 03. Pharmacy 220,509

04. Kinigama 36,102 | 04. Apsara Hotel 284,931
05. Diganatenna 366,480 | 05. Café Elderavo 248,423

o0y Besod BfFeT Swmo 06. Rasahala 210,324

(oreryfl@ Mo LGl sir)

(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen ) Loss making

1 1 *

Sir, 1 would like to t{ible the Answer and oo oo Accumulated | o | Accumulated
OIEn®B, @In® (g) (IV) emde  w«den O pliy Loss Loss
Beams, "Whether there had been any complaint in 01. Ballaketuwa | (127,714) 01. Hardware | (188,029)
respect of the recent election,” B«o. The answer s, the 02 Ella (23.276)

Uva Provincial Commlssmner of _Cooperat_lve 03, Amunudowa | (4542)

Development has not received any complaint regarding

the election. However, a case has been filed by a few Brofitabl

members of the Board in the High Court (Case No. otttable

40/2016 Rit). Mini Co-on Cit Accumu- | Name of the Retail | Accumu-
p ity lated Profit Shop lated Profit

. o ® 2 8Eno: 01. Piyarapandowa 45,944 | 01. Town No. 02 164,499

e S et oot 02. Nayabedda 192,754 | 02. Iceleb 29,026

* Answer tabled: 03. Ampitikanda 50,452 | 03. Nahawila 11,907

04. Kahattewela 324,681 | 04. Maduwelpathana 31
) 05. Gawarawela 10,963
@ ® 06. Punagala U.L.P 268,272
07. Sumaduragama 51,800
C/N Name Designation Private Address 08. Kande Arawa 125,157
01. Mr. H.M. Hon. Chairman [Dodamgaswatta, Ettalapitiya,
Tilakaratna Bandarawela. Loss making
02. [Mr.D.S. Hon. Vice “Saliya”, Kumbalwala, Ella _
Sunil Gunaratna  (Chairman Mini Co-op City Acctlj_rgsslated Name (;fht:e Retail Acctlj_rgsslated
03. [Mr. S.P.B. Hon. Director [‘Pina Sevana”, Kinigama, P
Wimalaratna Bandarawela 01. Makul Ella (33,661) | 01. Punagala Gap | (108,828)
04. [Mr. W.M. Hon. Director [“Taranga”, Heeloya, 02. Ambewela (130,753)
Jayatilake Bandarawela. 03. Prisepara (252,297)
05. 'J\gurﬁi“]s;i,\rf‘he Hon. Director aKhuar\T/]vaerIE; Né:ﬁ;:réwl'egan' (iv)  Uva Provincial Commissioner of Cooperative
9 Y ' ) Development has not received any complaint
06. [Mr. K.A. Hon. Director [59/1, 1" Lane, Diya Bibile, regarding the election. However, a case has been filed
Podiralahamy Bandarawela. by a few members of the Board in the High Court
07. [Mr. J.P. Hon. Director [Heraliyagaskumbura, N/ (Case No. 40/2016 Rit)
Dikshan Silva Kebillewela, Bandarawela. (v)  Does not arise.

(b)

Does not arise.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, is it possible for you to check on this
and give him a reply?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, since you are the line Minister, | think
it would be nice if you can ask for a report, get the details
and submit them to the House.
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(omevsryLll@ Plewmi Ligluydsor)

(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )

Yes, after | receive the report, | can recommend and
forward it to the relevant Minister of the Provincial
Council.

® MOIBNGEDREH

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You can do that as the line Minister.

@0 8308 D8 82T ®ewmo
(oreryfl@ Moy LGy sir)
(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )
Yes, | will do the needful.
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he inform this House whether he recognises
the perpetual survival of the fisheries industry
which makes a contribution by fulfilling the
nutritional needs of the people and earning foreign
exchange?

Will he also inform this House in relation to
Matara District-

(i) the number of fishery harbours and
anchorages and their locations;

(i) the number of multi-day and single-day
fishing wvessels registered with each
Divisional Secretary's Division; and

(iii) the number of fishermen living in each
Divisional Secretary's Division separately,
according to the statistics of the Department
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources?

Will he further inform this House in relation to
Matara District from 2013 to 2016-

(i) the amount of money spent to enhance
fisheries infrastructure facilities;

(i) the number of multi-day and single-day
fishing vessels that have been distributed on
concessionary basis; and

(iii) the number of fishing gear sets,
communication equipment and life jackets
that has been distributed on concessionary
basis in each Divisional Secretary's
Division, in each year, separately?

If not, why?
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Hon. Minister of Justice and Minister of Buddhasasana; to be read a
Second time upon Tuesday, 23rd May, 2017 and to be printed; and to
be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine for report.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you may continue.
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(orenryfl@ @whsallsr Nrdg sailFrert o)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you have only two more minutes.

®©F; 08 WS €W O

(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I would graciously appreciate if you can give me ten
minutes more; otherwise there is no meaningfulness to go
forward. |1 am sure, the Chief Government Whip will
basically give you the provision to give me additional
time.
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(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflssr Urdld sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Does any Member from his Party agree to give him
more time?
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Hon. Member, for graciously giving me
ten minutes of the time allotted to you and | would
appreciatively go ahead with that.
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"The Central Bank is not an autonomous institution."”
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®® 9©® ¢Ded® Busiesy @meE. It further goes on to
state, I quote:

"It is an agent of the government which would be accountable to the
Executive, the Parliament. The government will regulate the
activities of the agent through directions by the Minister who is a
member of the government. The Minister cannot give directions at
his whims as alleged but only for the implementation of the
provisions of the Act. The link between the government and the
Central Bank was very much explained in the report of John Exter
at the time the Monetary Law Act was going to be established, on
"the Establishment of a Central Bank of Ceylon".

The Central Bank is only an agent of the Government
which is accountable to the Government, and it is not able to
act on its own.
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Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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Sir, please give me two more minutes.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”

- [The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2.- (Amendment of section 2 of Act, No. 13 of 2006.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 3 to 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question, that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.
New Clause 4, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.04 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 04th May, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
06th April, 2017.
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