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urrrepwsTmd wp.u. 10.30 wenfls@d g 1qwg.
FUTHTWST Hjeuissr [resryll@ & Luw@flw] Semsvsnio
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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.

B0 DOIBNBDR O

(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTd6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! ©8Ee®sined O@® @»Ogn BHO
DNOBBY e300 WS eo) B3P0 BLREENeFI® wwIw &
©® gD ede EIemedi D5Y0.

Bedemd

N ONININEF: 315
ANNOUNCEMENTS

88Bed®xIn mOyn BEAE 0™ wwor dISD®

LT TE@HLOGITD 9|66V S 6T u'ri)'qﬂm &S Fnl L ID
MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTyLfl@ FUTHTWSET Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2017 @& 0995 YuedeBsic, 958 g¢ 25 §ud @
3.000 08B0y mOyn BEIE dm wwied dLdon
®ed BE 000l 5B Budn 8 O u8e
BE 05 eC® ©d; ufm OTFOGE Bug ©@¢00®
008sY ¢1)® 200 W@ Tend.

o8B BB en oD B D&mo
SlewMFTT CHUTTEMEUS & (LD HM]dHe»dHSH6T
SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS

OG0 ©BI® YOBCe® dwm (Css uBBEsm o

BDEOIDO e Bewdss ¢@imsn®o)

(orewryll@ FFhs YepdBlewvGw - GQurgl Blieurs wHMID

YaTemwSEIeu LIFg Sjenwse)

(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - Deputy Minister of

Public Administration and Management)

OO DDNNEDNOB, B®ESwW 8w 9d)® B8 -Gm
albeen I0m  wed wIsBAn® OMeds’ ©®
880¢ ¥ R® B8EAcC ¢:@m adWeven ®IC® 6¥d
e0n Wl WO B¢ D88m Dabmo Y 8w WD Da&mo
8OV § OB 0 65ed D850 988ur »SS.

808w O HIw gnwld Bewlo mom» RE.
FUTLTL_GE0 3) 555 1 1_swemuil_ i’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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©0 @8dB8 ¢8 0B YRz Dvmo

(orerfl@ QFull’ 96 swrani GerevTerT )

(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Business and Commerce on
"Regulations under the Companies Act and Societies
Ordinance, Annual Reports and Performance Reports"
which were referred to the said Committee.

28000 On DI gwl Bowlo o 8.
FUTLTL_ G50 (B)hdbHds 1 1_swemuil_ 1711”1 gy.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

eusyes®
LD&B)| & 5 61T
PETITIONS

OO BBID BB Re® wm
(revwsryLll@ FFhs LehdBlevGio)
(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame)

BT DOIBNGHROA, OO wvwm eyl evHH® e
8EwxI08.

(1) 20edYEE, PHWedEED, emIuLE 0, gom 1/96
¢y EGmewd  wdd genne  OB0zNGm
NBNEOBT C1a)e eBBE® 8w

(2) ©sBBes, @TENewod), g 144/ o dimend
880 0d.8. »werH DY NOB eOMBsensy C1ae
oune®.

®G; OBEF D105 ® BERMSI2%H v
(orenryLil@ wullsdaursearid Slevasrream)
(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)
Hon. Speaker, I present -

(1) a petition from Mrs. H.D.C.S. Gunawardena of
No. 217/15/D3, Meegahawatta, Delgoda;

(2) a petition from Mr. M. Shanmuganaathan of No.
19, Ariyagama, Hatton; and

(3) a petition from Mrs. Xavier Elizabethrani of No.
269, N.C. Street, Trincomalee.

OO De5.90. ©8zdzd Dwmn

(omevorLyifl@ sTevv.6TiD. WMETIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

OO DOIBNGHROA, OO wwn wewsl ovFn® e
88wsiDs.

(1) ®oeed, neiews, eaddle ©i6, g 431/13 ¢ov
BOewd 688 ©0.8. y@BE Lumens’ C1ale
©e5e®; e

2)  @een), eSO D, BROD 00, gom 260 & eod
domerd 883 &l @080 o owdE&oded
©8®0e® gdue 8.3, ¢cwRbE Pwmens’ Cie%
eunsien®.

B0 OIBNBHD S

(oredrLyfl@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®©0; @538 @8 DodoIsy PHISw - 58 em oy».

988 o 3¢ evs® Owdm cusxed® ED¢ mdm
88090 ;080 g W& Howlo mo» &

FLOTLUNGHLILIL L 10695 HDNTLI CUITSIIONS &APeYsb&HT FTL L &
L ememull_ i1 gj.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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gdﬁ)@@a D18% 8@5261 (i) QeaisepsE uyhsHULHTer  LTEISTLL
. . A . 2 $FCwrsssTHeflsT  sTewrenilbens  Glausk
lleTT & E1hd & suUTIICLHeD allewL &6l Geuprrs; seaueTay;
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ersirLispuliD Syt @Fseriiise Spfieliumr?
@D, ereir?
Ow¥m Bewddnwesl 0500 ydogesied @) @erGpd, s
L. 6\63823, qzod'w”@a@: 8#@6, . asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
wéser UrslBlglser oeveorCGsmhd @l Glumedleiv Development:
R
JTSIBT L. Lo (2)  Will he inform this House -

POLICE SECURITY TO PERSONS OTHER THAN PEOPLE'S

REPRESENTATIVES: DETAILS

1060/°16

3. ©6; 9e3.88. ®B==maE Dwmo

(omeorLyLfl@ eT61v.6TID. OMESTIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

BBB 0 00w 859 BB 83050 ¢ IensT &y
y@dme- (1):
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(82)

(g0
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005y 0053 DREWSY EWISOTHE;

(iif)
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ez dei 58, & ©53e?

2BGL  wHmid  Cger  ilal@sgl

SwwFFmIdH Csl L aflesrr:

(o)

(<=4)

(i) wsser LrglBldser oeveors @evniens Lyens
&HEHHE LrssCusrs Gluredlsv urgismiy
auysiGd  Cousmevdgll L Cwrerm — Glumrsdev
BT HBETHSL_LD 2_6lTemSHT;

(i) o@uwald, osielsn

UL (D6ITem p L H6iT Wred;

UTGISTUL  uLpmISL

(i) @euisendsE supBstUL(Hetar  UTHSTLIL]
2 $FHCWITsHSGSTHertlesT 6TEUOTEUD1d6m %

QeucuGoumras sTeuauaTa);
STEITLIENS Sjaui @)FFenLid@ plalliurym?

(i) opdwse s dsefledr Casregs SewwILTETT
HEHHEG OuTdlev VLG @I TEMINISSET
UTGISTULY eupBISLILBSISTDST,

(i)  =Quwesflev, suailsid

UL (D6ITer Qp L H6T Wrelr;

UTGHISTUL  6uIpmISL

(b)

©

(i) whether there is a programme with the
Department of Police to provide personal
police security to Sri Lankan citizens who
are not People’s Representatives;

(ii)  if so, the persons to whom such security has
been provided;

(iif)

separately the number of security officers
provided to them?

Will he also inform this House -

() whether Police or Army security is
provided to the electoral organizers of the
political parties;

(i) if so, the persons to whom such security has
been provided; and

(iif)

separately of the number of security officers
provided to them?

If not, why?

OO ®OE OFHED Ovmo (BB o ©®s &®
38 e 30505 g@IBH®0)

(orenTyfl@ FraHs THSHETWES - FLL (P QPUBIEGL WHMID
AOspe lallmss] Sfewids)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka - Minister of Law and Order
and Southern Development)

OO DNIWROB, @ OO YEH WO BERS @cmh.

(8)

(iii)

@ 2.
(i) 1. exoBdeB OneEa 2323/2011 axd,
BB OGY  wewm - egdddmcen,

g5 BWI T, NRWmoen (guddd 5y
©BOIBIR), Dadnts PWIBWIen, BeIe BSE
480N WIe, Lowdpmus alWmoe
(Povedpost /| gBebm ©owdpos), Swo
a@mden (2w DBPGOOT / gBedm Swo

8@@6{@6{6{)
adwien 0 emBest wwd - eCEWO,
Bewdess oGO, @558 Sykte]
eCODEY

2. emEduB Oned® 2531/2015 (1) exd,
* @0 v @0edmcOosT; e

*  golem nEo Dbz and E0m mEsm
&8 OO »HYT OB ZYOGBT;

BBy OG15T o -

e ENEMmOe - @dem BEWBE s ¢
@B 88:iemDosT end e 10w
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(i) o> e»E.
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OO De5.90. ©8zds Dwmn

(omevorLy i@ sTevv.6TiD. LMETIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

OO DOILNBHROB, Ood sg@Om end ydme e®wul.
g@dmed () (1) 0200857 @ guEs Bedm D, "odnmEs
BWBOE WD) 8oDNBWOCWsY ®wew oEBed ownd
G ed 0D A e¢riery ¢?" BweE. ©d OB
00 yd»BO B0 v, "o Bocs. & Jed o
BedmryDr. @m3m0n, §GEeEBw@d pedBn wwied SOy
s, & G Bewd oeved 0meCisIzNnd
8.0 e BEds nsiecmrmed goom®d
20 Beamd.

®OC BWIOE OB W2 Dm0

(omrevsTLll@ Frae0 THBTIWSSE)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

O WONBDROA, ydmed (g) ()0 ¢t B8Ened
wcwsy edmd, emBdsd dmedd 2531/2015 (1) amd
@0Wem DO Dolm and 88n nlsm @B DO YWY
O yROGEIO ecsiny yodsl Beer. m»H8y, 80 BdEdnd
By o, O wewsy Wom $Oy wwinBOcw@d
G023800 o &0 Bedmds ¢, & amd ¢ Ch & BedsTesy
Bocs. & o ovw I Ddm WosIm yodsy, ©d;
DOIBTNEHDOB.

®0 Ded.50. DB Dwmo

(omesoryL0l@ er6rv.6Tib. LOM&EHMIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

D DQeWsI® e BRI nst ecomdm Ca &
Beadmdr. 00 HOBROB, IR0 CH & Beds) D&md
91088.

B0 DOBENEDROB, Ped ecdiB and ydame e®rd.
OG0 HOBAROB, pEBDE nisHWE ©NBOBRD WELED
B G0wd CP @CHEED, GEs P gored BWeT
D800 BT VB, OO OB CH & Beasless
vl nuewd; DbmDs gdens ¢, BeN® FHO Yddws
0B @DENO®E Do dwd CA Sw Y8 Bw nFFO
D800 8o Bedmrydag Bwo O ¢ 05y 1 ©B8.

OO BWIDE OB NGB v

(oresrLyfl@ FTH6L THBTIWES)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

B0 ®OINEHROB, ©8 WE BHOD (@) ()0 @ced
B8Enedd wcunsy d3wd B eludud dmneEd wded
@0 @0TBd C Ee® gR-»E) ¢ud Bedmd. detd Eo
e¢stery O BEE wews we d3w goWem BB
D800 9508, GiFem HHHO Dolmds Buslesy §dd
&o® Dm0 8w wE®I DR CA e . § Dred® vy
BDONEDHROB, OB 9O wEE ICH GLII®
eCHOR® A FO®W ¢05 Dords grdFem ey HIC
©e558N Bewdss eEeeBn® 6w HDS w@idmwsy B8
ooy 8O »OYYHE Bedmdr. YW o &.00.
OBz ©18n® PO Dedvews e®® w@wwInBDSwI O
ey mC BRead v & Bewo (@) (i) slex ©® e o3
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[©6; 89OE OBBIWEE Swmo]

B8ENCO amd o008 ©wIsAD0Wwd gidW®D E &
Bedmrydoe, e Bw O ¢5f Busisy . & o »OB
0O BOedD. 9 o BEdsT nsl ecvn @ 2@
Beartersy & wewsl me ODnpeEd wded ¢, IO Sw6d
DBD ¢ BHwo OO oewmw I BEBHO. OO
DONEDROB, OO BT e¢tn CH & Beaslesd @
DBoO 5O, vl 8y Beadwtest 8 Bwr gud owow
AcsTs yoosl. & amd e emB8e B8 p»Pediw
88w ¥ ® 00 & 6@3IRVD yEm ®OBI» JOOLT.

B0 DOIBNBDHR O

(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTd6rT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Bev® enicl e3¢, ®o O EHOA?

®0 De8.90. OB Dvmo

(omevsry L)@ eT6vv.6TID. LOMGHTIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

B0 DOV WROB, Sod gdwm §Rd YEm® 6OGE.
& svegret SOy 8Bedxn O3 BB ©16® »HEO®O
0w cams EH B ameg »O8 grierl. YO
O dEwO BT VW Bwe a8 Gnmdo.

0@ gmeg 9TIDEO OO ® Bwm HIOE®@IO
B8Em O Bedmrydr Bwe a8 8dDiw mosiesy 5w, dewn®
28, & 0@y »nisvexn @0 BedxImnHo .
B250B8BOwmB 5D ®Eed ®0 D8 mgd. & 8OIBTY
sBFemes ©0 gusiesy oywr. dev® 5O & B Dobmo
@ e OB Y, IW 0OH Vv, I B8EIeD
RN eVIVEI DERBDE?

OO BIDE OB BNWG2 DWH0

(omevsTLLOl@ FToH6V THBTIWSHE)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

OG0 ®ONEROB, a8 & BEICD owmwE AEHDo.
©0@nsewsy O5IF0cewnd OB eddenm Jmmewnsy
0Tem BENs ococomm C @¢mdr. e®@n®id
@0Tem BEBs pslecemns e Bedm. gdaxs
5O s OB FPoBe® BDHDOG BEICD wEm ICH D
yOOsY. W D OWBO OB WO Avy; O OB
WOBID YOOST.

OO DOIBNBDHD O
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@200 EHBEB. [P BEO]

®C; De3.90. ®B2d=E Dwmo

(omevorLyLfl@ sT61v.6TID. LOMESHTIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

OO DOIBNIDROA, 8 wEEed®sin ©sIFOcews.
s Bowdd8mewn o205 yldogeemd & Bled
&0 0 Bedmo.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTyLfl@ FUTHTWST HjeuTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@elB. ©0 OB & BEDCD owwr AEHID.

Bewd, ydm» gom 5 -1110/'16- (1), oc; O8=V¢ Sedd
Owmo.

©0 D853 BeBB8 Dwmo

(orenrfl@ F10hs allGe )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

B DN HROB, @ OO Y&E®® g0,

®OC BB WO IBERE Dvmn

(e i@ SWihs & HETTSHVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OG0 ®ONEDROB, WmEDTH W D BOYH
2@ e0NeDEY 98 YyEHO BT 8O wews @ wh
@ CLHH 9C 0 B8I5r0n.

g @ EnmE 988e BEOO Bowlw mom @&
ITTSW LD CIDT (G HITEHBND FLOT LILIGSHE HL L swemuill i’ 1 .
Question ordered to stand down.

"emmO g D1DBOVH: DI

"Q&EsL g mewt" BlEDPFASGSI L 1D 1 @uinfE
"KETHATA ARUNA" PROGRAMME: COMPENSATION

1127/°16
6. ©G; Daggedd B3NWIWENS Bwmo
(wresrLl@ eursGsHeu BTenTTISSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
D8O ¢@rmun@ensy g yam e - (1):

() ot Bw cesw B8 618w 350/- @000 w5006
CEe® exenid 83w, gBelm 68wl 150/- »
e gemd, "emmO adiem" DR®wlwm woen
Bwews, ©Dnd w OF @l cDgd 0dnedsy giBeE
10,000/~ E=8@wm0 @O0 a8 88 o
©mesm Crfeen OTINEHE WO OB vl PO
On®s BEwsTemndie?

(0) OEvOed o 0BHOL AR @B Cirey
Bovwessy Sumd o5g ged oRleen 0538 s
Cecsiesic esin 99® e®® wwidd ¢sidsTemde?

(7)) o9 ved 5, d @5l ?

&5V emwFFenrd Casl L allesrr:

(=) osLbs Srertssslearre epumit 350/ o romesflwib
QupmIsEsTHGHILL L CUTg) o eLpemL
Quretms@, Guevdlaswrs epumis 150/~ gpail i
ul®, “OssL omewT BlepsAsH L s Lip
sugLl &, Qeuaremid  HMID  SHTLH  WTEHETHET
Qarhsrey sterusupmissTs cpuris 10,000/~ o ds
UTDLSGL UL L TS  SWHESTH wHMID  SHLOHEV
STULMISF @i felL_restmy
QFEISSLILIL L 9% Sjeuit e7HMIGH6s% TeiTeumym;

FenLullest  2om_Ta

(=) 50CuTs BTG Wi LTSIDU THUGSSusirer
SO sur_ Fwred LTSS L UTHEHdE STULNIS

@it B\ Qg rewa 6w rsiTewm Qumpmid
Q& mrElumyr TEITLIEN S Sjeui @) FFemLiuilsd
g plafliiumym;

@) @erGpeb, arsir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(a) Will he admit that compensation subject to a
maximum of Rs.10,000 was paid by the previous
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government through the Agricultural and Agrarian
Insurance Board under the “Kethata Aruna
Programme” for drought, floods and wild elephant
menace by charging an additional amount of
Rs.150 per pack of fertilizer when Rs.350  fertilizer
subsidy was provided?

(b) Will he inform this House, whether any
compensation would be paid through insurance for
the people affected by the severe drought
prevailing throughout the island at present?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

©6; dwrim gedwel Swm

3@ @)

(e i@ susbhs alapTCr - &wsHCsTHd @) rrernis

O|EWLDEFFIT)

(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare -

Agriculture) **

OO DOIBNGHROB, BHES @11 eONEDSY &
00 yE@BIWO BERS @cmrda.

(&) 2.

§eE 0 HRuOBH @R eFmOed dneEd
@z DFD/Circular/2014-03 w0 2014.12.10 2B
“emm0 glign ©ewId 8w ORwdws wdent
HZNMNC  ©eWIC  EABY ©@ndsY  ©wew  O®o
OBwen0D0ens” DHECIG o Dx¥ew end®D
®OGR WO C&.

(a0) ®@D.
Bowessy Sumd s59 endsI0 wws 9iC8e® D@
BEeDe Stiws DBBY es®esacrcs Bz &83.

(@) acg @v0ed.

(28288  Goesxs

State Minister of

®C Dagged® 55062 ENS Wm0
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of persons assassinated by the
LTTE terrorists in Kilinochchi District after
1983; and

(i) the aforesaid number in respect of each
ethnic group separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the number of members or leaders in each
political party;
(i) the religious leaders in respect of each

religion or number of people belong to
those religions; and

(iii)  the number of public officers;
who were assassinated in that manner?

(¢)  Will he further inform whether a comprehensive
report is submitted to this House with regard to the
matters that have been raised in above (a) and (b)?

(d) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern

Development:

(a)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

whether a monthly travelling allowance and
a special allowance of one-third of the basic
salary are paid to the police officers who are
deployed to provide security to retired
Presidents of this country;

if so, as to why payment of the aforesaid
allowances to the police officers who have
been deployed to provide security to Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa, who is a retired
President, has been stopped since May,
2016; and

whether action will be taken to pay the
aforesaid allowances to those police officers
who do not receive the same entitlement for
providing the same service?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House—

(i) the number of persons assassinated by the
LTTE terrorists in Mullaitivu District after
the year 1983; and

(i) the aforesaid number in respect of each
ethnic group separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House—

(i) the number of members or leaders in each
political party;
(if) the religious leaders in respect of each

religion or number of people belong to
those religions; and

(iii)  the number of public officers;
who were assassinated in that manner?

(¢)  Will he further inform whether a comprehensive
report is submitted to this House with regard to the
matters that have been raised in above (a) and (b)?

(d) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Finance :

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of liquor outlets in the
Mullaitivu District as at 19.05.2009

(if) the addresses of the locations of such liquor
outlets;

(iii) separately in respect of each year, the
number of newly opened liquor outlets in
the years 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014 and
2015

(iv) the addresses of their locations; and

(v) the per capita alcohol consumption in the
Mullaitivu District as of now?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Social Empowerment and

Welfare:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

() objectives of Samurdhi Model Villages
Programme;

(i) the villages chosen from Puttalam District
for the programme referred to in (i) above,
under the programme;

(iii)) amount of money expected to be spent for

developing each village; and

(iv) amount of resources to be received by each

village under the programme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing and Construction:
(a)  Will he inform this House—

(M)

(i)

the number of houses in Mohideenwatta
Housing Scheme that is situated in the land
of Housing Development Authority, in
Galle Kadawath Sathara  Divisional
Secretary's Division;

the names and the addresses of the
individuals who have been identified as the
present residents of aforesaid houses; and

208Ee@xInd

(b)

©

(iif)
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the names of the original owners of
aforesaid houses?

Will he also inform this House -

(M)

(if)

(i)

(iv)
™)

(vi)

the extent of the land that was acquired by the
Housing  Development  Authority  for
aforesaid Housing Scheme;

the names and the addresses of the individual/
individuals who were identified as the owner/
owners, at the time when the land was
acquired,

whether a copy of the Gazette Notification on
the state acquisition of aforesaid land, will be
tabled;

whether compensations were granted when
the land was acquired, in those days;

if so, the amount of compensation granted;
and

the names of the individuals who received
compensations?

If not, why?
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Bwdx0s. The Minutes of the Committee on Parliamentary
Business held on 26th February, 2016 states, I quote:

“Request by the Members of the UPFA sitting in the Opposition

The Hon. Speaker informed the Committee that after having
discussed with the authorities concerned, he as the custodian of the
House, has taken the following decisions with a view to
safeguarding the rights of the Members of Parliament who belong to
the United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) and are sitting in the
Opposition...”
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“More speaking time to be allocated;

Motions at the Adjournment Time and Adjournment debates to
be allowed on agreed dates;
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Increase of Membership in Committees;

Questions under Standing Order No. 23(2) of the Parliament to
be allowed to be made by the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena as the
Deputy Chairman of the United People’s Freedom Alliance
(UPFA)...”
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Sir, today you have summoned a Party Leaders'
Meeting.
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We are having it at 3.00 p.m. We can discuss this.
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Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016 the hours of sittings of Parliament on this day shall be
10.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 11.30 a.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of
the Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the Parliament without question put."
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I shall now quote from the Joint Statement on SAITM
Medical Degree issued by the Deans of the Faculties of
Medicine. It states,

“There has been no Gazette notification that the conditions
stipulated by the Specified Authority in Gazette no.1721/19 of
2011.08.30 have been fulfilled.

As of now, SAITM has not obtained the compliance certification
(required under the above rule) from the specified professional
body, which is the SLMC in the case of degrees in Medicine.

The above sequence of events makes it clear that there were many
irregularities, if not outright deception of the public, in the manner
in which the SAITM medical degree programme was established.”

This is not what Ramesh Pathirana states. This is what
the Deans of the Faculties of Medicine state.

DS asmed BB CNEe® corBm VB WD
"©B800" @wHHBO B D Comwed ©edes BdDE
BoBeBOS ¢0e¢eN® 00ew® B10EE0 BOD. 8O O
VBB IS BN, ©I OTFOGB. ¢ @® »y Brigdnt
OB DO DO, BBw 9® S0 gwBw ©z0edB Bws
M0HB 00 e® ©J ©w®IDd Bwmdr BBw 0BmE. BBw
cwdw BrIg mOsIery ¢wdwd 9edun O miren amda.
BB ©9:© 808 BB 050008, BBw gFBwe edxIy HO®
BBw 00 BB@OLICDOBIE 0@ Ome DPwsIm
30an8. BBw GwBe 05T 5O &S Onw BOwEIB
Ao B @Iemed HOy gy OBEDGmC ©OOB
OBn® wewst 0 Bedmo.

cwdwed 928u Om mOen amd BN ecsim
goosy. w8, RYBTO eedes 980D AEH® HOE DS
3BEE QBT OBV BEww WO B Bws
DO EHE BENDT WOTHO gD@sB. B gsssy emBew®
QOO Ted DG BEene DO, BIEH® S, Sri
Lanka Engineers’ Association @Eomoed ¢-8esicidsied
HIBOE Bw®@mw@ WO, HEHS O, Institute of
Chartered  Accountants of Sri  Lanka  @Eom»ed
OB OG e DG e O, When it
comes to the legal profession, it is done by the Council of
Legal Education attached to the Sri Lanka Law College.
Council of Legal Education Gomwed BRed »ndsfowe
Bwod@mw DO, g¢ BB cdw ComIzn ome®
B8d0Bemeed Busersmd Law College 90 wsieosy snnd
KB practise OB . @@ume, BB aidxsmne B8EAC
Bwe@med ¢lmdsdw ¢osiesy the Council of Legal
Education. e»0 =86 eund ememd cwdsd B8Eco
DD, "¢8 Law College 90 wsdorsy vy, SLMC denf
OB BD eedes DD NoH Dod gsd BBw
practise 055y 98 e¢siny" BwEs, & wewr gldwdene @8
@cmue Bwo @8 gumds. & Bw mHE) Bsigd Bestesy ©w®

@DEed® WFB® 050008, BBw ;@ 808 yHBw edxesy
. J Bwo 000 2dmsmned @enns®@mmide 88ac¢
0 GW DCHTCeRs] eeDes ®wwid On SOOI WL
O® W Bws Om 38 0® 0 wwredd Bwmo.

©0T Bewd®s mOnemn®s, e®® oD dwesind
gDas 50, & wewr MBonw BedmDr. @® g BOL w®s
eldnmes dudwiwse 1988-1989 mucw @sd 880xiom .
History repeats itself; @Bwiwsw 5305 yBBEremws 005y
Bed. dFw HBm o8 0w mEed gdsinm VO
8800 ©ow a8 ¢y of, 1988-1989 mwced Gvs asong
®oW 88 ¢y of OB ¢d WO BB YyYo e OO IO
O® 9m® ®BIMYeDET BEHST WOD. eOm EdRSEH
BB 050ed8. 0@zl ¢n BuonIsy m00n wy;
edRBEHRBBIO eI 1wy, BBO sewemO Wi
28 Buemyds, & ¢G5O0 an® w5l e¢siny, J eedesde 5O
a0® B8 eI BwE. 0@m HOBTD ©8®is yadmws DD
Onedds Beadmdr o JwesImHO @mOgn B
eRBCHKNS OO ©0ed8, W& WWO Do Brm
8008wy »SBO gs 9@ eWEIWEBO WRBOWW Bus
O 0O 0® qdedd nEd wewsy mOmo.

®6 Bewdess G506

(orenryflg Nrgld surprwsi jeurssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@O0 OBIEROB, »D »EFBC VBB WCEw 988D
BedsTes.

@0 (e0Dexs) 6ed®d sBSen dwm

(wrenryLilg (sweug gl serplsl) rGwes Liglrenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

B, OO %D gdwsd WOTHO® o Bewdss
BDONEDHROB. Jen® evumeers @BVILE 8O @IS
WOB. e®@ime, @® 0ed B W GiOTed alBw
e0mEDsY 0B B3O Dred®, ¥YsT BEICD @B} mdenw
edamED yEmnWE 0zwdm D g8 DOz FOOSE.
RgTed pede a8 ¢dm. AgsTed 8n® s1n® a8 cumm.
058 ©Bcem @@Bn® e #HOBD@ Drewrsy
PBIDHEENO »HOWOcw B8ERC vmn OO Bwec &8
cugm€ Bw. »YY KBnwsId ACH® WO 0008
Em wmosier). A0 VYsTed ESDdn Onwe Bedmds. &
OB #71HO® WY eI, eeDBOGTO #Y® BT eiTm,
RGO ¢19® Y 8o SAITM om &dmen BBe®s 6O
adgce @dws’ »omm Bum 9GO G5 8 Bwad
D). @2e® &SHABE.

®0 Bewds Dr0e

(wrewsryfl@ Urdld FuTBTwST Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

800 @ovade wewo 8Eed®sined mOgn wEos .30
¢ @t YOO,

defB® 8O0 ¢pped 20mBEmd ¢z’ HQO» Y, ¢.wo.
1.305 Bowless 0w @swosHn® [oo - escdd
GeelWME¢Y W] odf swisHdewsy 22;0» $O5Om
cé.

gLy, ywiey Ao 1.30 wesllaswr @Gsor mlmssi G
oG ClsrLmEpmy. Gupshseflar LITsls sallFreri yauissir
[oresdt g GlFebavLd SyemL_dBEUBIBEIT] HEDCVGHLD 61BISIH T FH61T.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair
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Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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Sir, I will wind up. But I will have to take a few more
minutes, because some Members interrupted me. ®d;
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Is there any Hon. Member in the Government side
who would like to give him a few more minutes?
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Nobody! -[Interruption.]
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(orevsr i@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallareri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Next, Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Lucky Jayawardana to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of

Megapolis and Western Development)

I propose that Hon. Lucky Jayawardana do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA took the
Chair.

®O RN O5IBn®0

(omressrL 0@ HeDVMLGTHRIGLD 2 MIILIETIT Sj6uiTdherT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you can start your speech.

[3.00 p.m.]

©6 (eeDexs) ded. BOe®THST Onm
(wrenryLilg (sweugdlw serBlS)) 8. AeuGiomgeir)
(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Thank you, Sir.

Sri Lanka offers free schooling to all students, starting
from primary school at the age of five through to the
university. According to the statistics in 2013, there are
9,905 functioning Government schools with a total
student population of 4 million. Unfortunately, most of
them are not able to attend a State university as places are
limited and competition is fierce. Only 39,591 students,
which means, 16 per cent of them, get an opportunity to
enter a State university annually. There are 15 State
universities enrolling 105,127 undergraduate and
postgraduate students. But, there are another 238,561
students eligible to enter the university. In other way,
only 16 per cent of the students enter to the State
universities and 84 per cent of the students, who are
eligible to enter the universities, do not get an opportunity
to enter a State university. This is a disappointment for
those youngsters. As I said, 84 per cent of the students
do not get a chance to study at a university inside the
country and only 16 per cent of the students get good
opportunities to get free university education annually.
So, I humbly request the university students not to let
down the other 84 per cent of the students, as they are
your colleagues, who have been studying with you since
primary school.

Roughly, 12,000 Sri Lankan students go to study
abroad each year. That means, US Dollars 400 million
goes out of the country along with those students. This is
happening at present. The current world trend of
education has completely changed. We are in a
globalized world. There are no barriers or differences
among the countries and the regions.

The SAITM was recognized as a degree-awarding
institute by an Order published in the Gazette
Extraordinary, No. 1721/19, dated 30th August, 2011, in
terms of Section 25A of the Universities Act, No. 16 of
1978. The medical students graduate from the SAITM
are required to obtain provisional registration from the
SLMC under the Section 29(1)(b)(i) of the Medical
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Ordinance Chapter 105 to commence their internship
training at a Government hospital.

On completion of their intern training, as required by
Section 32 of the Medical Ordinance, they are eligible to
apply for registration with SLMC to practise as a doctor.
As a Government, you have to have a policy to overcome
challenges for education in the globe. But unfortunately,
educational policies are trapped into politics. Some are
trying to come to power with the help of thel6 per cent
of student population which is entering universities every
year. But, please keep in mind that you are ignoring the
rest, 84 per cent of the students, who are losing their
opportunities to enter universities.

Ultimately, I want to present my suggestions to this
august Assembly with regard to the SAITM. The first
point is that the student intake should be restricted to once
annually with the involvement of the University Grants
Commission as is practised presently. I think, now there
are two intakes within a year, but it has to be regularized.

The second point is that all the SAITM students will
have to be given a chance to get clinical training in the
State hospitals and health institutions, especially for
Forensic Medicine and Family Health Medicine. Usually,
it should be the same with the other sections also. Even
though the Government provides them with facilities for
clinical training in the Kaduwela MOH and the
Avissawella Base Hospital, the Consultants in those
Hospitals were threatened through anonymous telephone
calls. This is how the educational system is trapped into a
problem. This is not the way of handling the problem.

My last point is, if the Sri Lanka Medical Council has
a controversial policy regarding the SAITM matter to
implement the Court order, the Government has to
appoint a special Examination Board under the
supervision of the Ministry of  Higher Education
immediately without further delay and conduct the final
MBBS Examination of the SAITM students who have
completed their studies. I feel that the SAITM students
will get a chance to prove their ability and protect their
dignity through the final Examination.

The Government must create more opportunities for
the younger generation to get free education. Free
education is a good concept mainly for poor people, but it
does not mean restricting higher education only to a
certain percentage of students who are entering the
Government universities.

I humbly request the politicians to do their politics
with public, not with the students and emergency health
service units.

Thank you very much.
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Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member. Before I express
any views in respect of the subject matter today, as a
matter of principle, I need to disclose the fact that I have
advised the Sri Lanka Medical Council in regard to this
issue of SAITM previously. Once before also when I
spoke in this House, I made the same disclosure.

Having said that, there are, in my mind, three separate
issues that are being discussed today. Firstly, the issue
with regard to how the SAITM came about. Secondly,
what do we do with this problem of SAITM? That
means, what do we do with these students who have been
trained there presently? And thirdly, what is the future of
either medical education or broadly tertiary education in
this country?

Many Members have spoken in this House with
regard to how SAITM came about and I am in agreement
with a lot of the sentiments that have been expressed.
When SAITM was recruiting, at least, the first two
batches, there were cautionary advertisements placed by
the Sri Lanka Medical Council stating that this is not an
institution that is approved by the Sri Lanka Medical
Council. It is despite that warning that SAITM admitted
students and rashly continued with this education putting
the lives and the future of those students at grave risk.
That must be acknowledged in any discussion with regard
to this issue. It is not only the Government’s
responsibility and I would say, the Government bears a
great deal of responsibility in this, but the owners of
SAITM also rashly put the lives and future of these
students at grave risk. That is what has led to this
situation today.

However, the situation changed slightly after the
initial twining programmes were done away with and the
training was to be here entirely. Even though the
University Grants Commission gave permission to
function as a tertiary educational institution, as a degree-
awarding institution, the licensing with regard to the
medical profession goes through only one gate and that is
the Sri Lanka Medical Council. Without obtaining that
assurance, through whatever processes that were
available, SAITM continued to take more students and
trained them and presently, close upon 1,000 medical
students who have completed their studies are there in
this institution.

As a member of another profession which also has
only one gate that licenses our practice - the legal
profession - I can understand that strict licensing regime.
The Council of Legal Education has to grant that licence.
Although the degree training happens in at least three
universities in this country with regard to legal education,
they only obtain a degree. If you are to obtain the licence
to practise as a lawyer, you have to sit one examination
and presently, you have to sit all the examinations of all
three years that are conducted by the Sri Lanka Law
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College. Similarly, wherever you are trained, Sri Lanka
Medical Council should grant that licence. The
unfortunate fact is that training standards are so varied
even amongst the Government universities of this country
and there is no one standard that has been prescribed by
the Sri Lanka Medical Council. I think, that is a serious
error. The Sri Lanka Medical Council must have one
standard and if that is to be applied then, any medical
student whether they are trained here or abroad can go
through that gateway.

The issue with regard to the present situation is that
there is a judgment of the Court of Appeal and that must
be obeyed. There are no two words about that. Within six
weeks of that judgment, if no one appeals, that becomes a
final judgment and that must be obeyed. It is futile to
discuss the legality outside the court once a student has
obtained a judgment there. It is a matter of regret that a
student had to go to court and establish the legality of that
education when the State should have provided the means
and made their future certain without them having to have
recourse to court.

Now, the third issue with regard to the future of
tertiary education is a separate one. I agree with a lot of
sentiments expressed that tertiary education must be open
to non-State entities as well. We have come to a level of
development in our country where it becomes important,
it becomes necessary to open those doors and not shut
them. SAITM may be a wrong example of this. I believe,
it is a wrong example. But the future of that institution
will be determined as to the legality pronounced by court.
But that cannot be the standard by which the State takes
decisions with regard to opening up tertiary education to
non-State entities.

That is a policy issue that must be discussed in full
and proper decisions taken. Even if it is medical
education there must be a framework set out for non-State
actors as to how they commence; how they obtain
approval; how they ensure that the graduates who emerge
from those institutions can - without having to go to Court
and compel the Sri Lanka Medical Council to register
them - obtain those registrations. It is a matter of regret,
as I said before, that students have been forced to
vindicate their legal rights to go to Court and compel the
one and only gateway, the Sri Lanka Medical Council, to
register them. That is a failure on the part of the Sri Lanka
Medical Council; that is a failure on the part of the
Government and that is a failure on the part of the owners
of SAITM that we have come to this sorry state today.
But if we are to move forward, the issue of SAITM, I
think, will be decided by court and that must be obeyed.
Apart from SAITM, the Government must start a proper
discussion as to the policy of opening tertiary education to
be conducted by non-State entities.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, I rise today to discuss an
important matter which has been on the forefront of our
country’s discourse over the last few years. Sir, as this
House is aware, over the last few years there has been a
lot of hue and cry about the capabilities and specifically
about the degree-awarding status granted to the South
Asian Institute of Technology and Medicine, abbreviated
as SAITM, in 2011. At this juncture, Sir, given that there
is much debate on this matter, from unruly pandemonium
in our streets to hazy information being released to the
public due to political manipulation and hidden agendas,
it is our duty as Members of this House to provide the
public with clear and factual information with ample
evidence to put this matter to rest, similar to how the
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Court of Appeal reached their ruling on 31st January,
2017, directing the Sri Lanka Medical Council to grant
provisional registration to SAITM graduates.

SAITM’s Medical Faculty began in 2009, first as an
“off-shore” campus of the Nizhny Novgorod State
Medical Academy of Russia. However, in keeping with
the recommendations of the Sri Lanka Medical Council,
the letter dated 09th August, 2010 addressed to the
Secretary, Ministry of Health by Prof. Lalitha Mendis, the
then President of the SLMC, which I am tabling* for the
reference of this House, states, I quote:

“It is the view of the SLMC, based on legal opinion that SAITM
cannot exist as the 'off shore' campus of the NNSAM ....of the
Russian Federation. It may however exist as a Degree Awarding
Institute referred to in the Universities Act ... and also in the
Medical Ordinance ...”

The then President of the SLMC goes on to state in
her handwriting below the letter under the subheading
“Advantages of Converting to a Degree Awarding
Institute”, several advantages attributable to SAITM
should it pursue degree-awarding status.

It is with this recommendation from the very SLMC,
that it is currently exhibiting unnecessary opposition to its
own recommendation, that SAITM applied for approval
and acceptance of its Medical Faculty as a Degree
Awarding Institute under Section 25A and Section 70C of
the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978.

Having said that, SAITM in compliance with the
stated Acts, applied for approval and acceptance from the
“Specified Authority”, which was the then University
Grants Commission headed by a Chairperson personally
picked by the then President Mahinda Rajapaksa, and
included members like Prof. Carlo Fonseka who is now
the present President of the Sri Lanka Medical Council.
The UGC, with no recorded protest from any of its
members, including Prof. Carlo Fonseka, recognized
SAITM as a Medical Degree Awarding Institute, and
further in the Gazette published on 30th August, 2011 and
thereafter, on 26th September, 2013, SAITM complying
with all aspects of the Universities Act, No.16 of 1978,
was officially recognized as a Medical Degree Awarding
Institute by the then Minister of Higher Education, none
other than the Hon. S.B. Dissanayake, subject to SAITM
meeting applicable conditions within a set time period. I
wish to table* both Gazette Notifications for the reference
of this House.

At this juncture, in two letters dated the 27th of
August, 2014 by the Secretary of the Ministry of Higher
Education, the new “Specified Authority” appointed by
the Minister as per Section 70B of the Universities Act,

* galmmged »& ¢o.
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confirmed that SAITM has fulfilled all conditions
stipulated in both Gazette Notifications within the
specified time period. I wish to table* both letters from
the Ministry’s Secretary for the reference of this House.

At this point, it is quite clear to surmise that as both
Gazette Notifications stated that the Minister in his
delegated powers by an Act of Parliament, namely the
Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978, has the authority to
recognize SAITM as a degree-awarding institute subject
to conditions, and now that the conditions have been met
as confirmed by the letter sent by the Secretary to the
Ministry, SAITM is a fully-fledged degree-awarding
institute.

It is at this juncture that the Sri Lanka Medical
Council was duty-bound towards passing approval with
respect to the functioning of SAITM which is in
conformation to the prescribed standards, as per the
Medical (Amendment) Act, No. 30 of 1987. The SLMC
was noticed in May, 2014 that SAITM had fulfilled all
conditions with respect to the Gazette Notifications, but it
was not until July of 2015, conveniently after the change
in Government, that the SLMC decided to conduct its
inspection. It is important to note that even though the
Hon. Members of the Joint Opposition currently vilify the
Court of Appeal’s ruling in favour of SAITM, as evident
in several media statements recently, it was in fact their
Government which ushered in the establishment of
SAITM in the first place, and even provided scholarships
to certain students to be educated at SAITM. Hypocrisy
abound.

The SLMC conducted its inspection of SAITM and its
facilities at the Neville Fernando Teaching Hospital or
NFTH on the 13™ and 14™ of July, 2015 with nine
inspectors, with one more joining the inspection team on
the 15" of July, headed by Prof. Rizvi Sheriff.

The SLMC submitted its final report with its
recommendations to Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, the
Minister of Health, on 4™ September, 2015. In the final
report, it summarizes SAITM’s main deficiencies;
general inadequacy of clinical exposure in all areas, lack
of facilities for training in practical clinical forensic
medicine, and the deficiency in exposure to preventive
care services in the State sector. The final report did not
provide remedial measures for SAITM to overcome the
said deficiencies. The final report goes on to state that the
inspection team recommends that the SLMC does not
recognize graduates of SAITM as suitable for provisional
registration.

However, at this point, it is important to note that the
initial report made available by the inspection team states
the aforementioned main deficiencies and thereafter
states, “The Inspection Team recommends that the SLMC
recognizes graduates of the Faculty of Medicine SAITM
as suitable for provisional registration, subject to the
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following conditions”, a deliberate and an intended
omission from page 18 has been made in the final report.
The initial report then goes on to provide five principal
recommendations and four additional recommendations.

I wish to table* both the final report and the initial
report for the reference of this House to see how page 18
was amended. Also, it is important to note that even the
court noted that the inspection team in their conclusion of
the final report has surprisingly recommended that the
SLMC does not recognize graduates of SAITM but their
observations do not match with the final recommendation.

While perusing the Minutes of the special meeting of
the SLMC on 7™ August, 2015, it can be clearly seen how
its President, Carlo Fonseka, deliberately manipulated the
proceedings to suit his agenda.

In one instance, SLMC Member, Prof. Narada
Warnasuriya, voiced his opinion with reference to the
draft letter of recommendation which rejected SAITM. It
is mentioned in the Minutes of the SLMC special meeting
held on 07" August, 2015. It states, I quote:

“Prof. Narada Warnasuriya said that the draft letter is a biased one.
He has further said that of the many things mentioned in the letter,
he agrees only with the facts that the clinical training provided to
students at SAITM is inadequate. He said that many things in the
letter are statements with serious inaccuracies.”

It further states, I quote:

“...Prof. Narada Warnasuriya and Prof. Nilantha de Silva argued
that the inspection team had a right to make recommendations to
improve the SAITM. Prof. Warnasuriya said that in the review
procedure carried out in our university system an appropriate
recommendation for improvement is a constituent.”

I wish to table* a copy of the Minutes of that meeting
for the reference of this House to witness manipulation
by the SLMC to suit their cause.

Why did the SLMC at the last minute change its
decision on endorsing SAITM ? Why did the SLMC go
against the findings of its inspection team which provided
remedial conditions and recommended that SLMC should
recognize SAITM? What about the prescribed standards
that the SLMC claims to enforce? Why did the Court
observe that the guidelines which the SLMC acts upon
does not carry any binding effect or legal basis to act
upon?

D0 R0 BTG ®o
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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I think I have got fifteen minutes, Sir.
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No, you had only ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Okay. Let me finish.

The answer is simple. That is, political agendas,
subordination, corruption, selfishness, arrogance and the
influence that the trade unions like the GMOA have over
the SLMC. It is important and worrying to note that the
SLMC is made up almost to its entirety of members of
the GMOA. If the GMOA and the SLMC are so
interested and consumed in the health and well-being of
the community and the people, then why do they
manipulate and brainwash innocent university students
who should be studying instead of roaming and protesting
on streets? They demand free education to become
medical doctors at our expense - the taxpayers - and
thereafter demand the right to continue selling healthcare
at a price that they determine to the same taxpayers who
paid for their education. Are they really interested in our
well-being? The only solution is to ensure that the
community at large is also represented in the SLMC in a
democratic and transparent manner, similar to what is
being practised in Britain, Australia and Canada. This
equal representation would not allow such a dangerous
precedent gripping our country again.

Therefore, I request this House to urge the SLMC to
implement the Court decision and allow the graduates to
obtain provisional registration.

Thank you, Sir.

@6 o806 O5IE S
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Mohamed Navavi. You have only three minutes.

[6.20 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Mr. Presiding Member, thank you very much for
giving me this opportunity.

Sir, first and foremost, I would like to remind you
that, as far as I know, we are short of 16,000 doctors in
the country. Annually, only 1,400 doctors pass out. If
your take the Puttalam Base Hospital in my Electorate,
the doctors' cadre is 90 or 95, but only 50 doctors are
there. So, my question is, if our necessity is 16,000
doctors and if only 1,400 doctors pass out annually, how
are we going fill that requirement?
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As far as I know, there was a similar problem with
regard to nurses also. The Hon. Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine took a decision to
increase the intake of trainees to the Nurses' Training
Schools and therefore, in the future, we will be able to
cover the shortage of nurses. But, what are we going to do
about the shortage of doctors? Can the Government
increase the annual intake of medical students? We may
or may not be able to fill the requirement of doctor. So,
by closing down all the private medical college, we will
not succeed in producing the necessary number of
doctors.

There are private medical colleges in other countries.
In India, there are many private medical colleges; in
Pakistan, there are many private medical colleges. Since
we have a shortage of such institutions here, our students
go to those countries and study. So, I find no reason at all
for not allowing private medical colleges to come up here.
The issue of SAITM should have come up a long time
ago, but as the Hon. Member who spoke before me said,
it never came up. But, after allowing registration of
students and all the approvals, restraining an institution
like SAITM is impossible now.

Now, just look at the problems of university students.
These students, with the greatest difficulty, have entered
the university, but today, they are on the roads protesting
without studying. I request those students, please
concentrate on your studies. By being on the roads
without studying, you are getting delayed from coming
out of the universities. Not only that, if you are to come
out of the university in three years, you would take about
four to five years to come out. In the meantime, the
students who are waiting to enter the universities also get
delayed. Therefore, I think it is the duty of the students to
do their studies properly and think of their parents. Their
parents have been spending a lot of money on their
education, thinking of the future of the children. But, very
unfortunately, certain politicians, just to fulfil their needs,
are instigating those students and they, who must be
studying in the universities, are suffering today. At the
same time, the students who are expecting to enter the
universities are also getting delayed, creating a big time
gap. Therefore, I request the students to concentrate on
their studies and allow the politicians to solve whatever
problems there may be. There may be problems and those
must be sorted out. Definitely, to fill our requirement of
doctors in the future, SAITM must go on and we need
more private medical colleges in the country.

Thank you.

[e.00. 6.25]
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"Government to name Homagama or Avissawella Base
Hospital as a Teaching Hospital for SAITM to upgrade
facilities through public-private-partnership to suit the
standards required to provide the training for medical
undergraduates.”
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And it being 7.00 p.m., MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 10.30.a.m. on Friday, 10th March
2017, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th March, 2016.
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