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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher Education
and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)
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(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTLfl@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

S0, 08w BEno gedHew wom ydm. yE»
B0, BEnJd 8o woiemmd OO midend ne® d
BO5Tmre Bwo OO 5ndn OO ©F 8®ed DYB® 6w
DO BB, ol qud Bz0nd 25 ¥y Hew. &0
50 @DELOD 818 e VO Y& Hew. e® Bwr »D
REOO 83 9o OFFOG IO gesridenws @Dm .

yBHORO DIdm B8EnSy
QT T % E1hd & 6UTIICLHEY allewL &6l
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COWPEA PRODUCTION: DETAILS
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
D8O ¢@rmun@ensy e yam @ - (2):

(@) (i) ©&z 2015 0580 & Eomed OB D WO
C1@ 9O yOrenw eSO TS,

(i) 2010 8o 2015 ¢don Dewd »w ne o8
BEswcmrw, D8swe ¢50 0057 005y Daewsy
BeCIN® ems®ene;

(il) Cdw B8z evidriensy ©aid® »HD8 B2
osiesie;

(iv) oo 5®, sgBan Ded v pE e S8z B8
O DO yPrgow EIBOERS;

@WBIB) O 3EHsT WOBTEBE?
(@) () =08 Bdwgmdas aqug 0000 Bwdd
osiesie;

(i) ooEnd, O Buds mdede;
WBIB) O @O 5D (IOTIemEe?

(a0 (i) ©® D580 § EomdO
wosiesie;

OB FIDBBD

(i) oo 58, 8eBw Dwd ¥ BE PSS BE
08 yemw, D¥vw gnd 005 Oy
DREWsY @B EHT;

(i) & Cowd »OB gz WOBIesIC;
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STRTLIENS Sjeuil @)FFenLid@ Plalliiumryr?

@ O

(i)

(i)
(iv)

9},6evflev,
@ma@wg GFinuiin’ L Qserullsr ey,

9},6evflev,
ghmiwd)  CFEinuiul L Qseriluiler  erey,

sHCUTE  @evBiIwssE Cserll  @mé@ g
QFinuiuGSlsTmS T,

sLbs  mbs  wamhsaflger

S eustReurirs Sefldseflwmrs sTeusuerey;
@eviiens GsearLilenw ssHmIg CFdlsTnST;

sLbs  mbsl  yahsaflaier

Y etReuriurs sefléselwmrs steususrey;

STETLIEHS LD Sjeur @)FFemLd@ mlalliurym?

() @)eTGmev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(@) Will he state -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the extent of land in which cowpea has been
grown in Sri Lanka by the year 2015;

the cowpea production in each year during
the five years from the year 2010 up to
2015 separately in kilograms;

whether the government directly purchases
cowpea from farmers; and

if so, the quantity of cowpea purchased by
the government in each year during the last
five years separately?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(M)

(ii)

whether steps will be taken to enhance
cowpea production; and

if so, the aforesaid steps;

(c)  Will he also inform this House -

(M)

(i)

(iif)
(iv)

whether cowpea is imported to Sri Lanka at
present;

if so, the quantity of cowpea imported to Sri
Lanka in each year during the last five
years separately;

whether Sri Lanka exports cowpea; and

if so, the quantity of cowpea exported by Sri
Lanka in each year during the last five years
separately?

(d) Ifnot, why?

©6; dwrim gEdwel Swm
2@ &)

(28288  Goesxs

(orevryllg aushs SVialapT@r - &wHCSTHL @) rrearhis

O|EWLDEFFIT)

(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare -
Agriculture)

State Minister of

OO DNBNBDROB, B WES @1 n® eORedsY OO
00 yE@»WO BERS @cmrda.

(@)

(g2)

(g0

)
(if)

(iif)
(iv)

@
(ii)

)
(if)

(iif)
(iv)

1402

ewedwid 9,2008.

20108 B. 9@ 11,609,000,
(B. 9:© 88w 11.61)

20112 . ¢z® 10,453,0005.
(B. 9:© 88w 10.45)

20122 . ¢z ® 14,812,000
(B. 9:© 88w 14.81)

20132 B. ©9® 15,415,00028.
(B. 9:® 8Bu» 15.42)
20148 8. 9:® 15,119,000:8.
(B. 9:® 8B 15.12)
20158 B. ©® 12,276,00028.
(B. 9:® BBus» 12.28)
D).

&eE 0BNED.

0.

* a0l By SBlm O®wdws 2016 -
2018 woe y@antdw 8w @rn ewinws’
e OB ¥wern evs ) 80, 2018 O
80 ewwedwis 10,700 Doy R3O,

0085y 00w ey 15,0002z
(15,000,000 kg Bdsocmws o
OB e31C8® WS a.

* oug Qe OmmiDewrst ¢l D8
Bwemew BIO.

* Bwwd 50m umde eden’ J
C8® OB gn0®18 mBImed D6d
5O8» BBO.

* Bwwed 50 coemde wden »HO
yeodn eOn DB D®mD HEsIDIZ®.

* 50 esfendemies wesID8® Hwowo
08 Dxed Bewcr 881w gt BB
e Hwo BIO.

D08 D1ed 8EBmD g v ded®
2086y BBed@nm nes 8estoOm n®
00 w0 0085 Yo BBO wewo

D10 ONsT Bl ®@m RBIO.

0.

20102 00Tzt 000 45.2548.
20112 00zt 000 905405,
20128 00zt 00uss 667.158.
20132 00 00w 1,109.125.
20142 00zt 000 1,043.0248.
20158 00zt 00ust 5,67878.
0.

20108 Bocig® 2855.

20112 Becig® 1,7185.
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20128 Becdg:® 67248.
20138 Becdg:® 77848.
20148 Becdy:® 2,484:.

20152 Bocie® 2,5374.

(1) acog @v0ed.

@6 PEB® s8R Swmo

(wrabrflE ybgle uglyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

OO DOIBNBDROB, Ood BvgOm end AW e®wbi.
3 OBned B8Ens: am® omo @&, 20108 <®Jxs
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083w @0usY 5,678% ¢ ¢g Drnewsy epeeis Qenedsy
850 018 00 Bedm 0. g8 odBw gud, e dewsy
@m0 s Bdmcms BBe® D@ BEeden Bworl®m
W05 B, -2015 BwsTes ¢fmo® ged diw dEwO o
e D8BwB.- @ AIPSeOsT BIOBID W O1BE, -

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTLfl@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0T OTEROB, ydm»®@
6057V ewsy yEm W Beadmo.

s@omE  gusim.  WCw®

O JF8m 8BS Swmo

(woresriflg LbSls Lglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

Em 208 00 ®mONWHROA. YE®®W gv® @m0
@200 B0 T BEHD awsIsy S @i.

B0 DOIBNWBDHR O

(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTd6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

CEIDO YOO W
Bedm.

©8@TVewsy  yEmW@E

O JF8m 8BS Swmo

(woresriflg LbSle Lglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

DI WO WOB Yy rww ©egId Qeardsy D&
0 Bedmds. J ydiems g8 WO onIzn HOedcw
8D el gDNImW @weDE i Bwr & ¢ OB
25)1@1@8.

@0 DeosIm @EBwIel wmo

(et sz SialanTy)

(The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare )

B0 DOIBTNBHROB, Doys D& we®AsTDewsy e®n®o
80 »E y&» BB g1, @B EeJeBneied
ae O@wOVD -gwld BEwcs D@V BnE On®
By OR©Ovs Hwi®m BIO a8 0® eDmHEmEO Gdd®»
DO Beadmdr. &1 mOens) WHem W OOGED @R
a8 eDx .

B0 OIBNBHD S
(oredrLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@B gnc yEmE gnsIH.

©6 EB» s8BSew Swm

(wredrfl@ ybgls Lglren)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

®® gusier’d, "I 0@ BEedg wiw uid efcided ne
050 Yr&meBsY & & evloesId amen y@iems g
BOeOD BB YOrmw B WO o5 owd odBw
s8owddmw  madm WO ©eads®Om 9EI®BBI
BoadmDe?" Bucd.

©6 DessIm g Bwiel Ownm

(wredrflE aushs aralanTy)

(The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare )

O35 DANNBHBOB, Deodvewnsy 8es wwrr B®BTD
OO 0® 00HemM0 ©0dEm ©wd  ©weEdid
©008/ & ORwOvs BBEE Hwos®m eOmba.

OO DOIBNWBSDR O
(omressTLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTs6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

BRBINB anc y@H@ gOBIB.

©6 §EB» s8Bcew Swm

(wredrfl@ ybgls Lglren)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

®od RBTB and ydmrw e®wWd. IIHO® e eag,
8® eIV EE OB EBNEDE OO Cuss #OBRHOAR ©®
@® gusies’. »YD, ¢ 8BewIvMWO OB VB SO emE
D8, ac D8, 8 086 Beamds. J B8led O emg D8,
ac 080 ww 8E D0 ©8OEHH DRI BedD) YOIeww 3&E.
800 g emides emes @wIdwed OxIm. & Ded®
WOCG® emmEDBEST g Ve»d, g BuBws omgdEsY
E WeH. 00T emng, 0mE eIE OB B OB
edImE BEWITO »Es 0® 8led qpos BBed® 1@
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0@sen WOBTD), 00IJOT gissn POedewE owd
28308 gisn HODWE BwFOm oIy 9B
3©5000w0 Bedmdg? IDemd DYIDS oSImEEs
IS [V RO TT ST

OO DOIBNWBSDR O

(omressTL0l@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTsH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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a0sim. Em ocenda ol

©6 DessIm gEBwiel Ownm
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(The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare )
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Bedmy 0D 00 dmemO »EBHES ecdned®sined
sbedsen ®DsEGI6 Dalm DEE Bedm Dl SerdsewsI®,
28 0® O» 80 masBwEr qMOT ®Oen® wWHDr. SR
BOO ewddsnd ©®ITVewsl 0dmsy BIweBsT mds
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OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@e® &ERA8, o PYddm vBoew ONEROA.
RIR®  HBm DOIDOBS @ OO ewie yED
a0, I 0Dew® ewrcd. WO g8 »O O® B
00 Burles? 00D 9838 O o¥mB. e, 088 ©o
600D goms ©0 OEROBT 0 b BEOO gd@s Beso.
DG¢dr eFGI® OB O, RIS eeRdwdn WOTH
B0 05%0e0&.
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
RN B0 GucedB. PO VIO Gacedl es3.

@O QBB
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(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gow 2 - 921/'16-(1), o5 (eedes) mHBsIe swBdes
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(The Hon. (Dr) Nalinda Jayathissa)
B0 DONGDHROB, OF OO yEmB V.

®OC BB WS B RH DHm0
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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B 9EE 835,

game O EnmE 988 BEOO Bowiow mo» @&
QfdTTsW6U LODC)DT (G BIVTEBND FLOTFLILIGHE B L eDTUL_11011" 1 .
Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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‘9jeui @)FFem L@ Symlalliiurym?
( =2)@)HTCmeL, ersir?
asked the
Highways:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of faculties functioning in the
University of Rajarata at present;

Minister of Higher Education and

(ii) the number of departments functioning in
it;

(iii)  the permanent academic staff that should be
there in each department and faculty,
separately;

(iv)  whether there are vacancies in permanent
academic staff; and

(v) if so, the number of vacancies in each
faculty and department, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Sri Lanka Medical Council demsy ¢® 8c0 Beamo.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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o6 VYRS B3y e ®wmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

oo, . & ylocsr o»; about that particular
person.

OO BOE S¥mBm Dvwmo
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I gave a general answer. Now, he is asking about
a particular person.

OO DOIBNBSDR O

(omressT 0@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTsH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You should be able to find out and inform him. Are
you not bound to do that?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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O BEosimdh. w8Bed®sined ydm gwsizy SAITM o=
20508 . [ BB®zF] Sir, I have no information
with regard to Sameera Senaratne. I do not even know him.

B0 DOIBNBDHR O
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I understand that.

oG eBERS BBy ®wmo
(oreryLfl@ svaagLosir sliflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
I have not even spoken to him.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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* Placed in the Library.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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MIGRANT RESOURCE CENTRES: DETAILS

1037716
5. 06 9538m g6 eFo Swm

(wrarfle Ghsls SbioSs Canrd)
(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath)
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Sjaui @)FFemLd@ Plallimyr?
(@) GsiCmev, sysir?

asked the Minister of Foreign Employment:

(@)

Will she inform this House -

(M

(i1)
(ii)
(iv)

)

the number of Migrant Resource Centres
established using the sum of Rs. 400
million allocated to the Ministry from 2016
Budget for the establishment of those
centres;

separately, the districts and locations in
which the aforesaid centres have been built;

the resources which have been provided to
these centres;

the number of training programmes that
have been started in the said centres; and

the number of persons to whom services
were provided through the said centres?

1414

(b)  Will she state -

)

(i1)

the manner in which the quality of persons
going for foreign employment has
improved as a result of the aforesaid
project;

whether the project has been successful in
achieving the expected targets; and

if not, the reasons?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale - Minister of Foreign
Employment)
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asked the Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and
Mass Media :

(a) Ishe aware that-

(1) there are media personnel in North, who
were affected by the war;

(ii) the Ministry of Parliamentary Reforms and
Mass Media has informed them that they
would be given houses worth Rs. 1 million;
and

(iii)) accordingly, three media institutions have
undertaken to provide houses for three
media personnel selected from the North?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the current situation of the aforesaid
programme; and

(i1) in addition to the above, whether there are
other plans that could provide houses to
media personnel affected by the war?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

@

Will he inform this House in relation to the
Puttalam District-

(@)
(ii)
(i)
(iv)
V)

the number of National Schools available in
the District;

the names of each of those National
Schools;

separately the number of pupils studying at
each of those National Schools;

separately the number of teachers serving at
each of those National Schools;

out of those National Schools, the number
of those which have been provided with
facilities such as Technical Laboratories
and Language Laboratories;
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(vi)
(vii)

(viii)
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whether there are vacancies for teachers at
the aforesaid schools;

if so, of the names of the subjects for which
teacher vacancies exist; and

the steps that will be taken to fill those
vacancies?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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C.No SCHOOL NAME ADDRESS
1 | 18072 | ANANDA NATIONAL SCHOOL ANANDA ROAD, PUTTALAM.
2 | 18073 | ZAHIRA NATIONAL SCHOOL MANNAR ROAD, PUTTALAM
3| 18091 | AL AQSA NATIONAL SCHOOL U.M.U. ROAD.KALPITIYA.
4| 18199 | ANANDA NATIONAL SCHOOL COLOMBO ROAD,CHILAW
5| 18218 | SENANAYAKA CENTRAL COLLEGE MADAMPE
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MANNAR OFFICE OF NATIONAL WATER SUPPLY AND
DRAINAGE BOARD: TEMPORARY AND CASUAL EMPLOYEES
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asked the Minister of City Planning and Water
Supply:
(a)  Is he aware that -

() nine employees have been recruited on
temporary and casual basis for vacancies
existed in the Mannar Office of the
National Water Supply and Drainage
Board;

(i) these employees have been serving on
casual basis for a period of over 06 years;
and

(iii) without confirming these employees in
their posts, 06 persons from other districts
have been granted permanent appointments
and attached to this office?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to confirm the service of employees who
have a period of service on casual basis of over 06
years?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)
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(%)  @)eT@mev, ereir?
asked the Minister of Home Affairs :

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the date on which the Kiran South
Divisional Secretary's Division of Koralai
Pattu  in the Batticaloa District was
established;

(i) whether he will table a copy of the Gazette
Notification issued in this regard;

(iii)  what total extent of land area is covered by
that Divisional Secretary's Division;

(iv) how many Grama Niladhari Divisions are
located in the Division concerned; and

(v) what the names and official codes of such
Grama Niladhari Divisions are?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether an official delimitation has taken
place in establishing that Divisional
Secretary's Division; and

(i) if so, what its details are?
(c)  Will he further inform this House further-

(i) whether administration or other operations
of any of the Grama Niladhari Divisions
falling under the Divisional Secretary's
Division concerned are currently handled
by some other Divisional Secretariats; and

(ii) if so, whether he will submit the official
codes and names of such Grama Niladhari
Divisions?

(d) Ifnot, why?

®©6; 086 geddddm Owm (Foede ®OGR
3@ ®0)

(omessrLLl@ augdly 9 Gueuiger - o GTHTL L g)IauVS%6T
O|EDLOFFIT)
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development :

(a)  Will he inform this House,-

(i) the number of persons assassinated by the
LTTE terrorists in Vavuniya district after
the year 1983; and

(if) the aforesaid number in respect of each
ethnic group separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House,-

(1) the number of members or leaders in each
political party, separately;

(i) the religious leaders in respect of each
religion or number of religious groups of
people that belonged to those religions; and

(iii)  the number of public officers;
who were assassinated in that manner?

(c) Whether a comprehensive report is submitted to
this House with regard to the matters that have
been raised in above (a) and (b)?

(d) Ifnotwhy?
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Asked the Minister of Lands:
(a) Is he aware that -

(1) the paddy land, which was 30 acres in
extent, situated at 6% post Padekkadu,
Unanachchiya in Neriyammaduduwa area
in Batticaloa District had been given on
lease by the Government for a period of 99
years on 30.09.1956 to Mr. Dharmadasa
Thennahewa, who was residing then at No.
34, Temple Road, Batticaloa;

(i) Mr. Dharmadasa Thennahewa and his
family members had to leave that area
around 1987 due to the terrorist war;

(iii)  the 99-year lease agreement related to that
paddy land is still valid; and

(iv) the aforesaid paddy land is possessed at
present by a person named Kandaiya
Yogaveil, who is residing at No. 66, Lake
Road 2, Batticaloa, forcibly in an illegal
manner;

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether steps will be taken to evict the
person who is in the possession of that
paddy land in an illegal manner and
transfer the possession of that land to the
heirs of late Mr. Dharmadasa
Thennahewa, who are legally entitled to
possess that land; and

(it) if not, the reasons for it?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the
Highways:

Minister of Higher Education and

(a) Ishe aware that-

(1) the Embilipitiya-Moraketiya main road in
Ratnapura District is a road used by a large
number of people daily;

(i) a section of that road has not been brought
under any rehabilitation up to now; and

(iii)  a large number of people who use this road
daily are frequently affected, as a result?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether funds have been allocated to
develop this road;

(i1)  if so, the amount allocated; and

(iii)  of the date on which its work is due to be
commenced?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTyLfl@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

0OYHNHMED D@ BWOD DOTD. BB 8 gy
©0yeeE 8057 OImH DredB 1o OEHOA.

@6 OBsTeamsie aeTod®ed Bwmo
(orenTyfl@ waBlbsTeThs oeIdewEs)

(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
OmEmO ¢TIl gverI) HOWE LYW ©BT.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWSET Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RN yEmw gum 00ed HIed Wi ©dm
D0ed 2B AWem® yEMDOEO BENT ©wIvn WO
50 O yE»W»O dnow BEnS e¢» O w3 mwes’.
OmEmO ¢Cs ©8OYWWR ¢l @D,

ST DR Coe8s 10 230280000 G FowBHBICG :

D5 YyodrwmO dews @®
THBTED ST F LOId In L (DT LIGST S g1 &M W
BlImIsussTid : @)L 1D LoTHMISH6V
INSTITUTION BELONGING TO STATE TIMBER CORPORATION
IN ETHGALA: RELOCATION

1166/°1
10. oo @B¥eomsie agfo®ed @vm
(orenTyfl@ warlbsTehs sIdewEas)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
30 wH» HB® yBROFB v @ESm »OEH
3@ eesy g yamw - (1):

(@ (1) 20c83s Ofoden AC Yodrwd aws,
STE YoLred, Cotss GO 30t gwny
e0mI0 PodBe WEOLNWMOT WBBICLH,
PTIOVEHE I §© VRN BOFDIEODY W)
PRISN

(i) BosoymcEd G o PROD, 9w WS
OCH 000 GG DT W DON,
edOmesy 35 ecomn 8O 8 ewde OB
A0 e VOB Yoldawd SwuE ©ti0n
8con 20 BEwwlesie;

®BIB) O5E @O 5D YO IemBe?

(20) Coess ¢1® 838D PuE ACRWBwed ICH® OB
00 GBI WTIEE Yolnwd denm ©®d
DO WOV ¥ @ 00O  ©wdd
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UrCsadgled, s wrds nl (HdHsTUsTdgidd,
Qemhswrer o gall UrGss aTemESHI6U

SIWIUVHLD, DTNV LPMID  LOTd HeTehI
Curerm Guesfleurtiu® HeTnEFHeiTLIENSU|LD;

(i) FlLfgwrs Qupiul L srenflulle, llaseayb
@eorusrwret  allssslsd  @)bs  BlmisusTid
GuenfleuriiL@SeTnenHuLb, FHLOMIT 35
oanfluiiagser @)big UssiwrHmieusnSWD LoHMID
@) seirepevd @UlrCsasbgidbse umflu CFemeu
YDHOUILGSSTDDSW LD  THMISCSTTSDTIT

6TEITLIENS 1L LD;
Ui @)dFFewLid@ Mlalliiuimyr?

(=) o wrs L OSsTUSTSSST 2 Wi HFsri
Quirheufleir GlFsLeuTHHSHT cLpevld @G BmieueTSMS
NrGasedgi5@  sTHSGIFCFVMSD
HTT BLoUIgHenHB6T GLomH6ls TerariiLBElsiTmeseur

(GEWTL_FTeW6VLI

STETLINS LD Sjeui @)FaFemLd@ ymlalliurym?

( @) Gsr@mev, sreir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i)  whether an Assistant Regional Manager’s
Office, a sawmill and a timber store
belonging to the State Timber Corporation
are run in the Ethgala area of the
Nawalapitiya Electorate; and

(i) whether he admits that the aforesaid
institution is a profit-making entity that is
run on a lawfully obtained land employing
approximately 35 people and is rendering a
great service to the aforementioned area?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether action will
be taken to shift the aforesaid institution to
Kundasale area on the influence of a higher
official of the State Timber Corporation?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

OO 0D Bwoy Owmn (DD w-DED® o

8806 Bewdts g@imun®o)

(oreryfl@ HBITTS Rwrde - waTeued oLilal®Bss) wHmib

SHODTL 6V Lrd) Semwdsi)

(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne- Deputy Minister of

Mahaweli Development and Environment)
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0 88m WO GBS eONEDE OO YEHWO
B8EnJ ewinn™® G5 Do.
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B DAOIBTNBHDOB, @DewI® emIersy BwmD H® &
e Dewstes’ mw. & @evnme & Ehned®
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DOIBTNGHDOB.

@O QIBNBHD O
(oredryLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjsuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@wed.

gd» gow 12 - 1279/'16 - (1), o6 DeE ecvdess®
Owmo.

@0 OB emsIe geoded Swm

(wrehrfl@ wanlbsrearhs SaibswCs)

(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)

OO0 ®ONEBROB, @0 VEE acvdens® ©wmo
eONEDST & OO yE»W@ g o.

®OC; BB WS B RH DVm0

(omressTLO@ SWhHS & HETTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O DOITNEDROB, 98O G R® eDHEDET @ O®
3@ O BT 2O wewr Mevwm LW G B83m0o.

g @z Enwd 988esx 800 Bewiw wom &
aflorreney mEDTG STEBND FLOFLINGSES HL 1 enerufli_ LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.

@O QIBNBHD O
(oredryLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjsuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@wed.

g@ds gom 13 - 1319/'16 - (1), ©6; Dogged® snm0emmd
®w»mo.

©6 OBsTeamsie geToded Swmo

(1oresrLifl @ wanlbgTarhs SeibHinCs)

(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)

O ®OBENBDROB, ©O Doggedd BNBNWI IS ONB0
eOREDsT & OO yE»W@ gnmo.

OO OB DO IBEZ Dm0

(omressTLOG SWhHS & HETTS VS S)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O DOBENBDROB, @@ R® wY HB® yBREHB
o @88m WOGYH ¢LBR® DHNEDET @ OO yEDWO
8EnC 8® wew wBwm CHH 9C 0 83 0.

g @z Enwd 988esx 800 Bewiw wom @&
aflormreney wmEDTG STEBND FLOFLINGSES HL 1 enerufli_ LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.

B0 DOIBNBDHR O

(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTdeiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B0Dd Bewdeo 23 (2) «de yd», od Cexid
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B0dBm gdmusied ¢d® D198 9ue ¢3®
QsusflBprBsefled GlsrflsvyfGeurmesr @ewmbHHLL &

Cougerrdemns |B)%Md 560
INCREASE OF MINIMUM WAGE PAID TO MIGRANT WORKERS

©0; fetd endsR® Onm

(orevwsryLll@ FHCesrey @ 6wrouTSHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Speaker, this Question is addressed to the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Employment.

Sir, on 06th September, 2016, it was reported by the
news website LBO that the Minister of Foreign
Employment, Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale, had told a
meeting that the Foreign Employment Bureau would
increase the minimum wage of migrant workers to US
Dollars 300 per month from January, 2017. She was
reported as saying that memorandums of understanding -
MoUs - had already been signed with several countries to
increase the minimum wage. On 19th February, 2017,
"The Sunday Times" newspaper reported that, in early
February, a circular was issued by the Sri Lanka Bureau
of Foreign Employment - SLBFE - to all licensed foreign
employment agencies, revising the minimum salary of Sri
Lankan migrant workers - US Dollars 350 for unskilled
workers and US Dollars 450 for skilled workers per
month . This circular had been issued in keeping with a
Proposal in the National Budget for 2017.

However, it is learnt that Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha
Atukorale is to submit a Cabinet Paper seeking approval
to reverse this proposal, showing the possible
repercussions to Sri Lanka’s economy, if it were to be
implemented. It appears that the original Budget decision
had been taken by the Treasury without consulting the
Ministry of Foreign Employment or the Sri Lanka Bureau
of Foreign Employment. Since the circular was issued,
the number of Sri Lankans going to the Middle East for
work had declined significantly. At present, there are
about 1.5 million Sri Lankan migrant workers and they
contribute over US Dollars 7.2 billion annually to the
economy - the biggest contribution by any sector.

(1)  Will the Hon. Minister make a clear statement
clarifying this, as it made headlines in "The
Sunday Times" newspaper, which the Hon.
Minister would have seen, and was reported by all
other news agencies?

Will she inform the House -

(a) whether she stands by the circular
increasing the minimum wage for migrant
workers overseas or whether she is
canvassing for a reversal of the circular,
which was based on a Budget Proposal
approved by the House?
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(b) whether there are any immediate steps
being taken to protect the rights of migrant
workers under the international conventions
that we have pledged to uphold?

(2) Ifnot, why?
Thank you.

DG DR §gREWICE OwISw

(wrarflE (F@g)) ssT 9551 GsTraD)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer to the Question raised by
the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena is as follows:

(1) Yes.

(a) As per the Budget Proposal for 2017, the
minimum salary of Sri Lankan migrant
workers is to be increased, up to US Dollars
350 for unskilled workers and US Dollars
450 for skilled workers per month.

Accordingly, Treasury instructions have
been received on 20th January, 2017 to
implement this Budget Proposal. Hence, a
circular has been issued by the Chairman,
Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment
on 27th January, 2017 to all licensed
foreign employment agents to implement
this Budget Proposal with effect from 01st
February, 2017.

However, most of the labour-receiving
countries are not ready for this increased
minimum wage of migrant workers.
Further, there are many countries which
send workers on low salaries, for example,
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan and
some African counties. As a result, there is
a possibility of losing job opportunities for
Sri Lankans and it will, in turn, have an
impact on the overall remittances.

Considering the above, I have proposed to
the Cabinet of Ministers to grant a grace
period of one year for the implementation
of the Budget Proposal.

(b) The UN Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families of 1990 was
ratified by Sri Lanka in 1996.

The following measures have been taken to
protect the rights of migrant workers and
their families:

Empowering of Migrant Workers:

Training plays a vital role on the
empowerment of the migrant workers. The
duration of training for domestic workers
has been increased from 21 days to 40 days
since January, 2016. The new training
programme empowers migrant workers
with adequate knowledge in housekeeping
on par with NVQ Level 3 qualification,

1450

language skills, cultural awareness et cetera.
Caregiving programmes were introduced to
meet the demand in Israel, Cyprus and
European and non-European countries.

Orientation Programmes:

Country-specific programmes are being
conducted even for males to enable them to
work in different environments.

Safe Migration Programme:

An islandwide proramme called “Shramika
Surekuma” to protect migrant workers and
their families is being conducted by the
Ministry ~ with  the assistance  of
Development Officers and the SLBFE
interacts with the programmes in various
welfare and counselling programmes and
mobile services. Various awareness
programmes are conducted with the
cooperation of the Swiss Government -
Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation - and the ILO at grass-roots
level to make prospective migrant workers
aware of safe and  regular migration.

Promoting Ethical Recruitment:

A Code of Ethical Conduct has been
introduced to licensed recruitment agents
and awareness programmes have been
conducted for the agents who are scattered
throughout the Island. A committee on
Complaints has also been established to
settle  disputes among them. The
Conciliation Division attends to any
complaints made by migrant workers. In
addition, an SDC-IOM - Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation-
International Organization for Migrants -
funded project was started to promote
ethical recruitment.

Workers' welfare:

The SLBFE maintains a Workers' Welfare
Fund - WWF - to assist migrant workers.
The SLBFE assists migrant workers at pre-
departure stage, while in service abroad, on
return and in reintegration. Children of
migrant workers are assisted with
scholarships and other educational and non-
educational assistance through the WWF.

Migration and Development:

Returnees are considered a pivotal group in
development. The Return and Reintegration
National Policy has been introduced
recently.  Several = programmes  on
reintegration are  underway with the
assistance of the SDC - Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation. The
cooperation of all stakeholders are expected
to implement the reintegraton programme at
the national level.
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[Em0 enemdsc @vsdes |

Regional and global Consultations:

Protection of migrants is being discussed at
various forums and several measures have
been introduced as their outcomes. At the
Colombo Process, the Abu Dhabi Dialogue,
of which Sri Lanka holds the
Chairmanships, and the Global Forum on
Migration and Development, the protection
of migrants is being discussed. The
Sustainable Development ~ Goals - SDGs
- introduced by the UN emphasized the
importance  of  protecting  migrants.
Accordingly, all labour-sending countries
including Sri Lanka and labour-receiving
countries implement programmes to protect
migrants and their families.

2) Does not arise.

Thank you.

©G Lesvd nendilnm dwmo

(oreryflg HCBesreis @ snrauigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Minister, I would like to have a clarification on
two matters. The first one is, the Hon. Minister of Finance
presented a Budget Proposal to the House for 2017 fixing
a minimum wage for the migrant workers. Based on that,
you issued a circular. Hon. Minister, by your Statement
made just now, did you accept that that circular cannot be
implemented and also that the Budget Proposal cannot be
implemented for this year? I just want to get a
clarification. Your position is that the Budget Proposal
cannot be implemented for this year and that the Circular
does not stand wvalid for 2017. Is that correct? -
[Interruption.]

OO BEN gREHISR BvrIdw
(oreryifl@ (FBiog)) ssT 955G TTL)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

I have to tell you because -

©G LesTd endilnm dwmo
(oreryflg HCBesreis @ swrauigeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
I understand your stand.

OO DEN gREHISR BvrIdw

(orarflg (Hmws)) swsT Ss5ICHTT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

It was in 2015 that the present Hon. Minister of
Finance introduced this minimum wage for migrant
workers.

©G Lesvd nendianm ®wmo
(wressryfl@ SCerey @ smrouisHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Right.

OO BRI §gREWICE PVIBw

(wrenrflg (Fmiod)) sesT oSsCarre)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

It was US Dollars 300. Just after one year, we are a
bit reluctant because of low wages -

O Besld endidn ®wm
(revwryLll@ FHCesrey @ 6vrouTSHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Repercussions?

OO BRI §gREWICE PVIBw

(wrerflg (Fmig)) sesT osCarre)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

So, we have submitted a Cabinet Paper for their
information and we are just asking for a little time. That
is all.

©0 Losvd nedidm ®wm
(orenryflg HBevras @ smrouigerr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
You just stated that you would -

OO BE gREeISE VvrIdw

(orabryflg (Fpws)) swsT 9)58ICHTTL)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

Keeping up with the Budget Proposal, the Secretary
has issued the Circular on the instructions of the
Treasury.

©0 Lestd edidm ®wm

(wrenryflg SCesras @ swrouigerr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

No, the Budget Proposal in simple language-

OO DOIBNBSDB O

(omenTLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

There are two more Questions to be taken up. So, you
will have to -

@0 Bostd endidm ®wvm
(wreryfl@ HCevreag @ swrouigeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, this is an important matter.

OO DOIBNWBSDR O

(omressTL0l@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTs6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I understand that. That is why I allowed you.

©6; fetd endsdm Onm

(orevsrLll@ HCesreaiy @ 6vT6uTSH60T)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

These migrant workers contribute over US Dollars
7.4 billion to the economy. The Hon. Minister of Finance
proposed something in his Budget for 2017 and the Hon.
Minister in her Answer says that it cannot be
implemented for 2017 and she is asking for time. Is it
okay?
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OO DOIBNWBDHR O
(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

That is right.

O DEN gREHISR BvrIdw
(orerifl@ (FBiog)) ssT 955G TTL)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

Yes, that is my answer. It is very clear.

@G Lesvd nendilm ®wvmo
(orewryLllg HBevreis @ emreuigeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
That is all I am asking.

@O QIBNBHD O
(oreryLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjsuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

She said she wants time.

@G Lesvd nendilm ®wvmo

(orewryLllg HBevreis @ smreuigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

That means, the House had approved a proposal, but it
had not been implemented. A Budget Proposal concerning
the biggest foreign exchange earner of the country has
been withdrawn.

OO HE gREISR BVIdw

(oraryflg (Hpws)) swsT S8ICHTT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

We are not going to withdraw that. We have already-

@0 Lesvd nendilm ®wvmo
(wrevstyfl@ SCerrely @ smTouisenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
You are not going to withdraw it?

O DR §gREWICE OIS w
(wrerflE (F@g)) ssT 9551 GsTT™D)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)
No, no. I am not going to withdraw it.

@G Lesvd nendilm ®wvmo

(orewryLllg HBevreis @ ewreuigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I respect the Hon. Fair Minister. But, the Finance
Minister has misled the House.

The second issue is in relation to the ILO
Conventions. There are some Conventions that have been
signed over the last few years, but those have not been
implemented. May I request the Hon. Minister to see that
the ILO Conventions are implemented.

O DEN gREHISR BvrIdw
(orerifl@ (F@og)) ssT 9i55IGHTTL)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)
Okay.

OO DOIBNBDHD Do

(oreTL Ll @ FUTBTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you. Next, the Hon. Douglas Devananda
please.

I
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
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DeE50BS 80805 ¢®rmsn®0)

(orenryfl@ url Lefl #biils renreudss - wWrksr wHMIL CLosd

wrETent el msbd OendFi)

(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of

Megapolis and Western Development)
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation; to be read a Second time upon

Tuesday, 07th March, 2017 and to be printed; and to be referred to the
relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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(oreTLyLll@ svFagLosiT sliflsTsDsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Hon. Speaker, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order No.7 of
the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be
1.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 7.00 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the
Parliament without question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED CORPORATE SECRETARIES OF
SRI LANKA (INCORPORATION) BILL
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(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)

Hon. Speaker, I move,
"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Institute
of Chartered Corporate Secretaries of Sri Lanka”
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5827 950 mo GE.
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Industry and Commerce for report.
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You have spoken. - [Interruption.] Let me correct you,
Hon. Member. Let me remind you, Hon. Speaker, that
the previous Speaker was the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, we know that.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa faced an issue like this
and he gave a Ruling that each Party Leader will be
recognized. That is how the MEP, the CP, Be¢wed eosc@es
and the NSSP were recognized. That was an Order given by
the former Speaker. The Hon. Rauff Hakeem’s issue is
much older, which was reviewed again. An Order was
given by the Chair recognizing the recognized political
parties as a recognized group in Parliament. So, Hon.
Rauff Hakeem, your matter is a very old matter. -
[Interruption.]
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(LpSB6VeUIT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We are starting this
Adjournment Debate half-an-hour behind time. Might I
suggest that in case Hon. Members want to speak, you
might have to sit a little beyond 7.00 p.m. to be able to
accommodate the Hon. Members because we are already
35 minutes or 40 minutes behind schedule? I leave that to
you, Sir.

I will now read my Adjournment Motion which is as
follows:

“All people who lived in Sri Lanka, irrespective of their
ethnicity, religion, or any other difference, whether Sinhalese,
Tamil, Muslim or Burgher made their fullest contribution to the
achievement of independence.

It is almost 70 years since Sri Lanka attained Independence
from Colonial Rule.

Ethnic strife had plagued the country from shortly after it
attained Independence.

Pacts entered into between Prime Ministers and the Tamil
Political Leadership to help resolve such ethnic strife and enable all
citizens to live together in peace and amity, with equality and
justice were not fulfilled by the ruling elite.

As a result of such ethnic strife and ethnic violence against the
Tamil people in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s and thereafter, up
to 50 per cent of the Sri Lankan Tamil population were compelled
to leave their own country largely on grounds of insecurity and take
up residence in different countries the world over. Tens of
thousands of Tamil families have consequently been divided. It is
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relevant to point out that ethnic violence was unleashed against the
Tamil people when they made political demands that would enable
them to live as equal citizens in the country.

Recurrence of violence would result in more Tamils fleeing the
country.

Ethnic violence against Tamils is an imminent danger unless
and until there is a political resolution of the conflict.

An armed conflict emerged. Tamil youth waged a war against
the Sri Lankan State for more than 25 years. It is more than seven
years since the armed conflict came to an end. During this armed
conflict much suffering was endured by all people in all parts of the
country. Such armed conflict by Tamil youth emerged only after
several decades of ethnic violence against the Tamil people.

The conflict was also internationalized and the issue has been in
the international domain. Several Resolutions were adopted at the
United Nations Human Rights Council and the Resolution adopted
in October 2015 comes up for review in February/March 2017.

Our neighbour and parent country India offered its good offices
to resolve the issue which Sri Lanka accepted in 1983. An Indo-Sri
Lanka agreement was signed on 29™ July 1987 between Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India and President J. R. Jayewardene of
Sri Lanka which laid down vital contours for a political resolution.

There were also several domestic efforts to finally resolve the
conflict. These efforts were made after the enactment of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution as the same was found to
be inadequate and unworkable.

During President R. Premadasa’s term the Mangala
Moonesinghe Select Committee Proposals, during President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga’s term the proposals she
made in 1995, 1997 and the proposals tabled as a Bill in Parliament
in August 2000, the Oslo Communique and the Tokyo Communique
during the Hon. Ranil Wickramasinghe’s term as Prime Minister
and the speech delivered by President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the
Inaugural Meeting of the All Party Representatives Committee
(APRC) and the Multi Ethnic Experts Committee (MEEC)
appointed by President Mahinda Rajapaksa, and the reports of the
said All Party Representative Committee and the Multi Ethnic
Experts Committee, all these processes took the proposals for
sharing power much beyond the scope of the Thirteenth
Amendment."

OO DOIBNBDHD O

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! At this stage, the Hon. Deputy
Chairman of Committees will take the Chair.
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[wrsvsrLyflg GlFsbauth YewL_S5BVBIHT] HEWVHLD UBIGSHTTHET.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.

®0 Berdss 202 B8wrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallareri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You may continue with your speech, Hon.
Sampanthan.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees.

"With the assumption of the office of the new Government,
Parliament has constituted itself as a Constitutional Assembly, a
Steering Committee comprising of representatives of all political
parties in Parliament has been appointed under the Chairmanship of
the Hon. Prime Minister, various Subcommittees representing
different political parties have been appointed and work is in
progress for the evolution of a Constitution to resolve the conflict
within a united, undivided and indivisible Sri Lanka with the
maximum possible consensus.

The Resolution for the appointment of Constitutional Assembly
adopted by Parliament inter-alia states:

“Whereas there is broad agreement among the people of Sri
Lanka that it is necessary to enact a Constitution for Sri Lanka.”

It further states :
(1) This Parliament resolves that :

There shall be a Committee which shall have the powers of the
Committee of the whole Parliament consisting of Members of
Parliament for the purpose of deliberating and seeking the advice
and views of the people on a Constitution for Sri Lanka and

(2) Preparing a draft of a Constitutional Bill for the
consideration of Parliament in the exercise of its powers under
Article 75 of the Constitution.

It further states

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby further declared
that a Constitution Bill shall only be enacted into Law if it is passed
in Parliament by a special majority of two thirds of the whole
number of the Members of Parliament including those not present
and subsequently approved by the people at a Referendum as
required by Article 83 of the Constitution.

The current 1978 Constitution did not have such consensus,
nor did the 1972 first Republican Constitution, have such
consensus. The failure to evolve a Constitution based on such
consensus has been the reason for the failure of such Constitutions.

Issues relating to transitional justice in respect of which
resolutions have been adopted at the Human Right Council also
need to be addressed. These too are issues of urgent public
importance in respect of which the country needs to be kept
informed. It is estimated that over one hundred and fifty thousand
Tamils were killed as a result of the conflict and that recurrence of
violence could result in more Tamil people being killed and more
Tamil people fleeing the country.

While we on our part will extend the maximum co-operation to
the satisfactory conclusion of these processes and to the non-
recurrence of violence, it is absolutely essential that these processes
be taken forward in a genuine and purposeful manner, so as to
ensure permanent peace with justice and equality to all citizens. It
is fundamental that all extend their co-operation to enable the
successful conclusion of these processes.

I would submit with respect that this is a matter of urgent public
importance, and that is the reason for raising this matter today in the
House at Adjournment, to enable the whole country to be kept
informed of the truth in regard to the processes and everything
relating thereto. "

That Sir, is the Motion that I have placed before the
House. You will permit me to say a few words in regard
to the purpose of this Motion.

Ever since the enactment of the 1978 Constitution
there has been a clamour for the enactment of a new
Constitution. That is because there was no consensus in
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the making of the 1978 Constitution. It was the same with
the 1972 First Republican Constitution. There was no
consensus in regard to that either. Parties in power which
were able to muster the required two-thirds majority
framed the Constitution as the party wished. They were
not interested in evolving a consensus. The country has
become wiser; I hope that political parties have become
wiser - I am inclined to think they have. Over a period of
time, particularly, after the ethnic holocaust of 1983, there
have been efforts at making a new Constitution. Now that
this august Assembly has been converted into a
Constitutional Assembly and we are engaged in the
Constitution-making process, I think it would be relevant
and also important to refer to and also place on record
some of the features relating to the earlier efforts at
Constitution-making.

There have been entirely domestic efforts under
different Heads of Government. There have been efforts
with international involvement. We accepted the role of
international players, our neighbour India, the Co-Chairs,
the United Nations, and these features would be
extremely important and useful to us in our current
Constitution-making process. I think in the interest of the
country all these features should be made public. I will
not make any reference whatever to any matter relating to
the current process. That is a matter that is within the
realm of the Steering Committee and the Constitutional
Assembly and I will not trespass into that field, because
those matters will, in due course, be dealt with in the
appropriate place.

Sir, T would first refer to the features in the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact signed in 1957
between Prime Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike and the
Tamil Leader, Mr. S.J.V. Chelvanayakam. It stated under
"Joint Statement by the Prime Minister and
Representatives of the Federal Party on Regional
Councils", I quote:

“'(A) Regional areas to be defined in the Bill itself by embodying
them in a schedule thereto.

'(B) That the Northern Province is to form one Regional area whilst
the Eastern Province is to be divided into two or more regional
areas.

'(C) Provision is to be made in the Bill to enable two or more
regions to amalgamate even beyond provincial limits; and for
one region to divide itself subject to ratification by Parliament.
Further  provision is to be made in the Bill for two or more
regions to collaborate for specific purposes of common
interests."

The next point of importance in the Pact, under
"Colonisation Schemes", states, I quote:

"'(F) It was agreed that in the matter of colonization schemes
the powers of the Regional Councils shall include the power to
select allottees to whom lands within their area of authority shall be
alienated and also power to select personnel to be employed for
work on such schemes. The position regarding the area at present
administered by the Gal Oya Board in this matter requires
consideration."

That is the area, Sir, that is now comprised of the
Ampara Electorate in the Ampara District.

The next document I want to refer to, Sir, is the
Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayakam Pact signed between
Prime Minister Dudley Senanayake and the Tamil
Leader, Mr. S.J.V. Chelvanayakam in 1965. Under that,
in the case of colonization, the District Councils would
see that landless people in the district get priority over
others. The second preference would be Tamil-speaking
people of the Northern and the Eastern Provinces.
Finally, even in considering deserving cases from outside
of the North-East, Tamils would get priority over others.
Those were the three provisions that would guide the
alienation of State land in the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces. This was the recognition of the territorial
identity of the Tamil-speaking people of the Island.

The next document of importance, Sir, is the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement of 29" July, 1987 signed between
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India and President J.R.
Jayewardene of Sri Lanka. The important features of the
Agreement are as follows, I quote:

"l.1  desiring to preserve the unity, sovereignty and territorial

integrity of Sri Lanka;

1.2 acknowledging that Sri Lanka is a 'multi-ethnic and a multi-
lingual plural society' consisting, inter alia,of Sinhalese,
Tamils, Muslims (Moors) and Burghers;

1.3 recognizing that each ethnic group has a distinct cultural and
linguistic identity which has to be carefully nurtured,;

1.4 also recognizing that the Northern and the Eastern Provinces
have been areas of historical habitation of Sri Lankan Tamil-
speaking peoples, who have at all times hitherto lived together
in this territory with other ethnic groups;

1.5 conscious of the necessity of strengthening the forces
contributing to the unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Sri Lanka, and preserving its character as a multi-ethnic, multi-
lingual and multi-religious plural society in which all citizens
can live in equality, safety and harmony, and prosper and fulfil
their aspirations; ”

Sir, it further went on to state, I quote:

“2.2 During the period, which shall be considered an interim period
(i.e. from the date of the elections to the Provincial Council, as
specified in para 2.8 to the date of the referendum as specified
in para 2.3), the Northern and Eastern Provinces as now
constituted, will form one administrative unit, having one
elected Provincial Council. Such a unit will have one
Governor, one Chief Minister and one Board of Ministers.”

So, under the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement, Sir, there
was provision made for the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces to be amalgamated as one unit of devolution
with one Governor, one Chief Minister and one Board of
Ministers. That was done and that merger was maintained
for 18 years. Budgetary provision was made in every
Budget for the merged North-Eastern Unit until a recent
Judgment of the Supreme Court, which claimed that there
was a procedural flaw in regard to the matter of merger,
and the merger was consequently suspended.

Sir, the next document of importance that I would like
to place before you is the Mangala Moonesinghe Select
Committee Proposals during the time of His Excellency
R. Premadasa as President. The Hon. Mangala
Moonesinghe was a leading Hon. Member of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, but President Premadasa made him
Chairman of that Select Committee. His Select
Committee recommended, I quote:
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“1. That there be two units, one for the North and one for the East.

2. That devolution of power be on the lines of the Indian
Constitution.

3. That the Concurrent List in the current Constitution (introduced
by the Thirteenth Amendment) be reduced substantially or
done away with completely. The majority agreed with the idea
that more powers should be devolved to the provinces. "

It also stated, I quote:

“The majority, consisting of representatives from the SLFP, the
UNP, the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC), the
Communist Party of Sri Lanka (CPSL), the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party (LSSP) and two independent Tamil and Muslim
Members of Parliament....”

So, Sir, that was the view of the majority of the
Members who were in the Parliamentary Select
Committee and there was consensus around those
proposals. They went on to further recommend, Sir, that
there should be an Apex Council and proposed as follows:

“1. There will be two separate Provincial Councils for the North
and East.
2. Each Provincial Council will have an Executive Minister who

will also head the Board of Ministers.

3. There will be a Regional Council for the entire North-East
region and the Regional Council shall be constituted by the two
elected Provincial Councils.

4. When the two Provincial Councils meet together on matters
pertaining to the entire region they shall constitute themselves
as the Regional Council.

5. The Regional Council will be headed by a Chief Minister for
the entire region and the two Executive Ministers will each year
function alternatively as Chief Minister.

6. When the two Provincial Boards of Ministers meet on matters
pertaining to the entire region they shall be known as the
Regional Board of Ministers.

7. There will be a Regional List and a Provincial List and
legislative functions may be exercised by the Regional Council
for the region with respect to those functions in the Regional
List.

8. The Provincial List will contain matters such as land, finance,
law and order and the Regional List will apply to matters such
as planning and economic development.

9. There will be a single Governor for the region and the rights of
minorities will be guaranteed by the constitution.

10. Where legislation is passed by the Regional Council it shall not
have a bearing on the Provinces till it is approved by the
relevant Provincial Council.

So, you will see Sir, that what the Mangala
Moonesinghe Select Committee recommended was an
Apex Council comprising of the Northern and Eastern
Provinces to be in a position to deal with certain matters
that were of great concern to both the North and the East.

The next important step was the proposals of President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga in 1995, 1997 and
the draft Constitution Bill that was presented to
Parliament in August 2000. The Bill was presented to
Parliament by the former Minister of Justice,
Constitutional Affairs, Ethnic Affairs and National
Integration and Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning.
I have got a copy of the Bill in my hand and this learned
gentleman who presented the Bill to Parliament was no
other than Prof. G. L. Peiris. He presented, as the Minister

of Constitutional Affairs in the Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga Government, this set of proposals to
Parliament as being the proposals of his Government. He
had them approved in Cabinet. Both our present
President, President Maithripala Sirisena and our former
President, President Mahinda Rajapaksa approved the
Bill in Cabinet. The Bill was brought to Parliament with
the approval of both of them. They both were Ministers
in the Cabinet of President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga. No one said anything to the contrary when
the Bill was brought to Parliament. It is well known that
the 2000 proposals were a very progressive step in the
Constitution-making exercise and I think anyone engaged
in the current process should be educated in regard to
what this contained. The proposals were drafted primarily
by Prof. G. L. Peiris who was the Minister for
Constitutional Affairs and by the late Dr. Neelan
Tiruchelvam, also a constitutional expert in his own right
who had assisted in drafting many constitutions the world
over in many countries that recently became independent.

I, Sir, as a Member of Parliament used to be in
constant touch with him at that point of time. So, they
were the two persons who mainly drafted the Bill. Very
unfortunately, a consensus that had emerged between the
two main parties in regard to that Bill was finally lost as a
result of some bickering. Whatever Prof. G.L. Peiris may
be saying now, he must accept that it was a Bill presented
by him to Parliament on behalf of the Government of
which he was the Minister of Constitutional Affairs and
that this Bill indicates that this country had been willing
to take this process forward in a meaningful way.

The next document Sir, I want to refer to is the Oslo
Communique issued at the third session of Peace Talks
held from 2nd to 5th December 2002 where again Prof.
G.L. Peiris was the chief delegate on behalf of his
Government. I would like to quote what the Oslo
Communiqué contains:

“Responding to a proposal by the leadership of the LTTE,
the parties agreed to explore a solution founded on the
principle of internal self-determination in areas of historical
habitation of the Tamil-speaking people, based on a federal
structure within a united Sri Lanka. The parties
acknowledged that the solution had to be acceptable to all
communities.... Guided by this objective, the parties agreed
to initiate discussions on substantive political issues such as,
but not limited to: Power-sharing between the centre and the
region, as well as within the centre; Geographical region;
Human Rights Protection; Political and administrative
mechanisms; Public finance; Law and order.”

So, there was an agreement in terms of which the
parties, based upon the principle of internal self-
determination, agreed to explore a federal solution in the
areas of historical habitation of the Tamil-peaking people
within the framework of a united, undivided Sri Lanka.

Now Sir, Prof. G.L. Peiris addressed a press
conference. I am quoting Sir, from the transcript of the
press conference held at the conclusion of the third
session of the first round of Peace Talks held in Oslo
which Prof. Peiris addressed. What did he say? I quote
from this press conference because I want this country to
know what Prof. Peiris said in Oslo compared to what he
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is saying now. He said Sir, and I quote from the
transcript of the press conference.

“The LTTE is no longer insisting on a separate State but ... is
looking at a different concept in earnest and that is internal
self-determination.

And he went on to explain what he meant. This was power
sharing, extensive power sharing within the framework of
one country. No question of secession, no question of
separation but power sharing within the framework of one
country.”

“That was the point of departure. They are now
talking of power sharing within one country.” So, Prof.
Peiris was completely supportive of the Oslo
Communiqué. In the press conference he addressed, he
stated that the LTTE had changed their position from
separation to power sharing within the framework of a
united, undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka. That is what we
want. That is what we are asking now. What we are
asking now is for extensive power sharing within the
framework of a united, undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka to
ensure that Sri Lanka is undivided and indivisible -
indivisible in perpetuity. You can have whatever you
want in the Constitution. So, that was Prof. Peiris, Sir, at
his press conference in Oslo after being a party to the
Oslo Communiqué. What credence can be attached, Sir,
to what Prof. Peiris now says, in the context of his being
the author of the 2000 August Proposals which he himself
tabled in Parliament on behalf of his government and in
the context of his position at Oslo and what he stated in
the press conference. What credence can be attached to
what Prof. Peiris has to say now and he is saying a lot of
things; he is saying many things.

Now, Sir, from Prof. Peiris, I will move on to
President Mahinda Rajapaksa. President Mahinda
Rajapaksa also has said very interesting things when he
was President and I think the country needs to know
about it. President Mahinda Rajapaksa, Sir, addressed the
inaugural Meeting of the All Party Representative
Committee and the Multi Ethnic Experts Committee he
appointed after he became President on the 11™ of July
2006. He made a very important speech to these two
bodies; the APRC and the Multi Ethnic Experts
Committee which comprised of twelve Sinhalese, four
Tamils and one Muslim. There were 17 Members on the
Multi Ethnic Experts Committee comprising of twelve
Sinhalese, four Tamils and one Muslim. He addressed
that Committee and this is what he said:

I am quoting, Sir, from what President Mahinda
Rajapaksa said to that body comprising of All Party
Representative Committee and the Mutli Ethnic Experts
Committee. Addressing the gathering, under the caption
“Unity, Territorial Integrity and Sovereignty”, this is what
President Rajapaksa said:

“The unity, territorial integrity and sovereignty of our country
must be preserved. This cannot be open to bargain. Our approach
has been widely endorsed by the international community, notably
India and the Co-chairs have clearly stated and have clearly ruled
out any form of division of this country. Our objective must be to
develop a just settlement within an undivided Sri Lanka...”

What he laid emphasis on was, a just settlement
within an undivided Sri Lanka and he said:

“Our objective must be to develop a just settlement within an
undivided Sri Lanka.

Each party represented here has its own solutions to the
national question. We will discuss and synthesize these
different approaches and develop our own Sri Lankan model.
We must explore past attempts from the Bandaranaike -
Chelvanayakam Pact onwards. We must draw appropriate
lessons from the experience of other countries.”

Look at the constitutions of the other countries. He
further stated, I quote:

“I will not impose a solution on the country. But, you will
through your developments, through your deliberations
provide a solution to the national question.”

His speech next dealt with the point relating to
“Devolution for the People by the People” and this is
what he said:

“People in their own localities must take charge of their
destiny and control their politico-economic environment.
Central decision-making that allocates disproportionate
resources has been an issue for a considerable time. In
addition, it is axiomatic that devolution also needs to address
issues relating to identity as well as security and socio-
economic advancement without over-reliance on the Centre.
In this regard, it is also important to address the question of
regional minorities.”

So, this is what he said. The people must take charge
of their destiny in the areas in which they live. They must
be able to address the issues relating to their identity, in
regard to their security, in regard to the socio-economic
advancement. What more would you want?

Sir, then, I quote from the third point he addressed
under the heading, “Some Concluding Thoughts™:

“Any solution must be seen as one that stretches to the
maximum possible devolution.....”

These are President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s own
words. I further quote:

“Any solution must be seen as one that stretches to the
maximum possible devolution without sacrificing the
sovereignty of the country. Given the ground situation, given
the background to the conflict, it therefore behoves on
particularly the majority community to be proactive in
striving for peace and there must be a demonstration of a
well-stretched hand of accommodation.”

He wanted the majority community to stretch out their
hands and accommodate the minorities. That is what he
said. I further quote:

“Any solution must therefore address these expectations as
well. The role of the All Party Representative Committee, as
well as the Panel of Experts is to fashion creative options
and satisfy the minimum expectations that I had enumerated
earlier as well as provide a comprehensive approach to the
resolution of the national question”.

He wanted the APRC and the Multi Ethnic Experts
Committee to provide for maximum possible devolution.
This is President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s own speech. I
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would have very much wished his being here, but
unfortunately he is not here and none of the Joint
Opposition Members are here; they, probably, do not
want to listen to these things being said and they must
have known that these things will be said. So, Sir, that
was the President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s position. Can
anything be clearer, Sir? Can anything be more lucid than
what the former President Mahinda Rajapaksa has said in
regard to what a new Constitution should have? A
solution based on what he has said would be the end of
the matter.

The former President Mahinda Rajapaksa also came to
an agreement with the Secretary-General of the UN, when
the Secretary-General of the UN came to Sri Lanka on the
23" of May, 2009, just after the war came to an end. A
few days thereafter, they had a discussion. After that
discussion, they issued a joint statement.

I am now reading from the Joint Statement. I quote:

“President Rajapaksa and the Secretary-General agreed that
addressing the aspirations and grievances of all communities
and working towards a lasting political solution was
fundamental to ensuring long-term  socio-economic
development.

President Rajapaksa expressed his firm resolve to proceed
with the implementation of the 13th Amendment, as well as
to begin a broader dialogue with all parties, including the
Tamil parties in the new circumstances, to further enhance
this process and to bring about lasting peace and
development in Sri Lanka.”

That was his position Sir, in the Joint Statement he
made with the Secretary-General on the 23™ of May,
2009.

The international community has also been involved,
Sir, and they have also been making several statements
which I would like to place before the House because it is
important that the House is aware of the role played by
the international community.

India has played a crucial role, Sir. India has been in
touch with the Government, particularly with the
Rajapaksa Government. I am now going to quote from
statements made by the international community,
particularly India and the Co-Chairs during the President
Rajapaksa’s regime in regard to what should be the basis
of a political solution. I will deal, Sir, particularly with
the period when President Mahinda Rajapaksa was the
President.

In November, 2006 Sir, Foreign Secretary
Shivshankar Menon arrived in Sri Lanka and met with
President Rajapaksa. He told President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, “India looks forward to an early
‘comprehensive political settlement' of the ethnic issue. It
must take into account the aspirations of all sections,
including the Tamils.” At that meeting, President
Rajapaksa gave details of the work being done by the All
Party Conference and the Multi-Ethnic Committee of
Experts to provide a framework for the resolution of the
ethnic problem. President Mahinda Rajapaksa gave Mr.
Menon a Report in regard to the work of the APRC and
the Multi-Ethnic Committee of Experts. I have already
referred to the APRC and the Multi-Ethnic Committee of

Experts, Sir. Their Reports are in the public domain;
their Reports are available and their Reports are very
much in tune with what the ex-President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga said in her Constitutional
Proposals in August, 2000. So, that was President
Rajapaksa’s position to Mr. Shivshankar Menon.

Mr. Basil Rajapaksa went to India in October, 2008.
After the talks with the Indian Government, there was a
statement issued.

He said, I quote:

“Both sides discussed the need to move towards a peacefully
negotiated political settlement in the island including the
North. Both sides agreed that terrorism should be countered
with resolve. The Indian side called for implementation of
the Thirteenth Amendment and greater devolution of powers
to the provinces. Mr. Basil Rajapaksa emphasized that the
President of Sri Lanka and his Government were firmly
committed to a political process that should lead to a
sustainable solution”.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Sir, in November
2008, having met the former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, told the Rajya Sabha that he had a meeting
with President Mahinda Rajapaksa and the bulk of the
meeting was focused on the plight of Sri Lankan Tamil
people. 1 am quoting what the Dr. Manmohan Singh
said:

“We are deeply concerned. I explained to him (Rajapaksa)
that we have legitimate concern about the welfare of Sri

Lankan Tamils. It has a bearing on Sri Lanka’s relations with
India”.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh also informed
President Rajapaksa that Colombo has to create
conditions for meeting “legitimate political aspirations”
of the Tamils under the devolution package. That was a
statement made by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
after he had a discussion with President Rajapaksa.

Then again, Sir, Prof. G.L. Peiris, in his capacity as
the Minister of External Affairs, went to India in May,
2011. He was in India from 15th to 17th of May, 2011
and there was a statement made. I quote:

“Both sides agreed that the end of armed conflict in Sri
Lanka created a historic opportunity to address all
outstanding issues in a spirit of understanding and mutual
accommodation imbued with political vision to work
towards genuine national reconciliation.

In this context, the External Affairs Minister of Sri Lanka
affirmed his Government’s commitment to ensuring
expeditious and concrete progress in the ongoing dialogue
between the Government of Sri Lanka and representatives of
Tamil parties.

A devolution package building upon the 13th Amendment
would contribute towards creating the necessary conditions
for such reconciliation.”

That was the statement of Prof. G.L. Peiris when he
went to India.

Then, Sir, in June 2011, Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh again referred to this matter. There was a question
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and answer session and he was asked a question in regard
to India’s neighbours and this is what he said. I quote:

“You have a situation in Sri Lanka. The decimation of the
LTTE was something which is good. But the Tamil problem
does not disappear, with the defeat of the LTTE. The Tamil
population has legitimate grievances. They feel they are
reduced to second-class citizens. And our emphasis has been
to persuade the Sri Lankan Government that we must move
towards a new system of institutional reforms, where the
Tamil people will have a feeling that they are equal citizens
of Sri Lanka, and they can lead a life of dignity and self-
respect. It is not easy. Within Sri Lanka’s population, there
are hotheads. The Sinhala-chauvinism is a reality. But we
have to find a difficult balance because what happens in Sri
Lanka has a domestic dimension .....”

That was Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's statement
in June 2011.

Sir, Foreign Minister of India, S.M. Krishna said in
the Lok Sabha in a Suo Motu Statement on 4" August
2011, I quote :

“The Government has also articulated its position that the
end of the armed conflict in Sri Lanka created a historic
opportunity to address all outstanding issues relating to
minority communities in Sri Lanka including Tamils. The
Joint Press Release of May 17, 2011 states that all such
outstanding issues had to be settled in a spirit of
understanding and mutual accommodation imbued with
political vision to work towards genuine national
reconciliation. The External Affairs Minister of Sri Lanka
affirmed his Government’s commitment to ensuring
expeditious and concrete progress in the ongoing dialogue
between the Government of Sri Lanka and representatives of
Tamil parties and that a devolution package building upon
the 13th Amendment, would contribute towards creating the
necessary conditions for such reconciliation.

The Prime Minister observed recently that the Tamil
population in Sri Lanka had legitimate grievances and our
emphasis had been to persuade the Sri Lankan Government
that we must move towards a new system of institutional
reforms where the Tamil people will have a feeling that they
are equal citizens of Sri Lanka and they can lead a life of
dignity and self-respect. That is our outlook towards this
issue.”

®0 Berdss 202 B8wrsBn®r

(orevsr i@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallareri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Sampanthan, you have five more minutes.

OC GosDeIBw® wd®urIesy Ovmo

(omevsrL0l@ TTEeuGrTgWid FIDLIHIEIT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

My party has got time, Sir. I will take time of my
party Members.

®G Bewnds 0% 80IsB®)

(orenryfl@ Gwssaflsr Nrdlg sailFreri jeuiaer)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay.

®G Gr8DeI8w® wduxsi¢st Owmo

(orerfl@ rreeuGrrgwid FIbLbgsoT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

I want to place some of these things on record, Sir
because some of these things are not known. I want this
matter be on record.

Then, Sir, there was a statement made by a
spokesman on behalf of India after the Report of the
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission was
released and that statement was made on 25th December,
2011. This is what he said, I quote:

“ In this context, we have been assured by the Government
of Sri Lanka on several occasions in the past, of its
commitment towards pursuit of a political process, through
a broader dialogue with all parties, including the Tamil
National Alliance leading to the full implementation of the
13th Amendment to the Sri Lankan Constitution, and to go
beyond so as to achieve meaningful devolution of powers
and genuine national reconciliation. We hope that the
Government of Sri Lanka recognizing the critical importance
of this issue acts decisively and with vision in this regard.
We will remain engaged with them through this process and
ofter our support in the spirit of partnership.”

Thereafter, Sir, the Foreign Minister of India was in
Sri Lanka. There was a statement made by him in the
presence of the Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka.
The Foreign Minister was here from the 16" to 19"
January 2012 and what he said was this. I quote:

“ The Government of Sri Lanka has on many occasions
conveyed to us its commitment to move towards a political
settlement based upon the full implementation of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Sri Lankan Constitution and
building on it so as to achieve meaningful devolution of
powers.”

We look forward to an expeditious and constructive
approach to the dialogue process. We believe that
continuation of the dialogue between the Government and
the TNA would pave the way for a political settlement
including under the rubric of the Parliamentary Select
Committee.”

Then again, Sir, “The Hindu” of the 20" March of
2012 reported what the Indian Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh said in the Lok Sabha, I quote:

“Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announced on Monday
that India was “inclined to vote in favour” of a resolution on
promoting reconciliation and accountability in Sri Lanka at
the ongoing 19™ session of the U.N. Human Rights Council
in Geneva.”

He further went on to say:

“That, we hope, will advance our objective, namely the
achievement of the future for the Tamil community in Sri
Lanka that is marked by equality, dignity, justice and self-
respect.”

So, the hope of the Indian Prime Minister was that
India's support for the Resolution would result in the
achievement of its objective that India had towards
achieving an equal status for the Tamil people in Sri
Lanka while persuading the Sri Lankan Government to
do the right thing.

Sir, an article that appeared in “The New Sunday
Express” of 24™ June, 2012 has stated, I quote:

“ ‘The Prime Minister once again underlined the great
importance we attach in India to the ability of the Tamil
people to lead a life of dignity and as equal citizens of that
country, ‘Indian Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai told
reporters at Rio de Janeiro....”
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So, this is the position. Sir, in regard to the Indian
initiative, I would now deal with what National Security
Adviser, Shivshankar Menon said in his final visit to Sri
Lanka. This article appeared in “The Hindu” on 30" June,
2012. T quote:

“The hopes of Tamils could only be accommodated through
a political process. This was an ‘internal political process.
We have to also look at that. It is a process that has
ramifications for all of us. And it is not something that started
yesterday or today or a few years ago.”

It started 60 years ago, and India knows about it. The
article further states, I quote:

“I have told you what we would like: a united Sri Lanka,
within which all communities feel they are in control of their
own destiny, and they are satisfied.”

I desire, Sir, to place these matters on record because,
I think, the country should know that we have gone
through a long process even with our neighbhour India
playing a vital role over several years to resolve this issue
and that we have not yet reached our goal, which has been
"finding an acceptable political solution within the
framework of a united, undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka".
India has firmly reiterated her commitment to the unity
and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka, but with the full
implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment building on
it so as to achieve meaningful devolution of power to
enable the people of the North and the East, the Tamil
speaking people to live with dignity and self-respect and
be in a position to control their own destiny in regard to
matters of vital concern to them in the area in which they
live.

I move on to, Sir, what the Co-chairs had to say. Co-
chairs also played an important role in Sri Lanka. The Co-
chairs comprised of the European Union, Norway, Japan
and the United States. This is what the Co-chairs had said
on the 30™ of May 2006. Sir, I quote from what the Co-
chairs had said about the political settlement and about Sri
Lanka:

““‘It must show that it is ready to make the dramatic political
changes to bring about a new system of governance which
will enhance the rights of all Sri Lankans, including the
Muslims. The international community will support such
steps: failure to take such steps will diminish international
support.” ”

The Co-chairs went on to say, I quote:

“The Tamil and Muslim peoples of Sri Lanka have justified
and substantial grievances that have not yet been adequately
addressed.”

That is what they said. Now, I quote from what the US
Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian
Affairs, Mr. Richard A. Boucher, said on the 01st of June,
2006 during one of his visits to Sri Lanka:

"We also think the government should provide a positive
vision to Tamils and Muslims of a future Sri Lanka where
their

legitimate grievances are addressed and their security
assured. President Rajapaksa has spoken of "maximum
devolution."

Previous  negotiations have agreed on "internal
selfdetermination" within a federal framework. However the

idea is expressed, it could offer hope to many in the North
and East that they will have control over their own lives and
destinies within a single nation of Sri Lanka.”

The Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Boucher, went
on to say, I quote:

"Although we reject the methods that the Tamil Tigers have
used, there are legitimate issues that are raised by the Tamil
community and they have a very legitimate desire, as
anybody would, to be able to control their own lives, to rule
their own destinies and to govern themselves in their
homeland, in the areas they’ve traditionally inhabited.”

That is what the Assistant Secretary of State, Mr.
Boucher said. So, you have India on the one hand and the
the Co-chairs on the other hand - European Union,
Norway, Japan, US. US itself coming up with these
things. Sir, this is why I say that these are matters not
manufactured by someone’s imagination; these are
grievances which the Tamil people have gone through
and entertained for a long time.

Before I finish up this point, I would like to read what
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said when he addressed
this House on 13" of March 2015. I quote the Hansard of
13™ March 2015. It states, I quote:

“Sri Lanka's progress and prosperity are also a source of
strength for India. So, Sri Lanka's success is of great
significance to India and as a friend, our good wishes, our
support and solidarity have always been with Sri Lanka and
it will always be there for you. For all of us in our region,
our success depends on how we define ourselves as a nation.
All of us in this region, indeed every nation of diversity,
have dealt with the issues of identities and inclusion, rights
and claims, dignity and opportunity for different sections of
our societies. We all have seen its diverse expressions. We
have faced tragic violence; we have encountered brutal
terrorism and we have also seen successful examples of
peaceful settlements. Each of us has sought to address these
complex issues in our own way. However, we choose to
reconcile them. To me, something is obvious: diversity can
be a source of strength for nations.

When we accommodate the aspirations of all sections of our
society, the nation gets the strength of every individual. And,
when we empower states, districts and villages, we make our
country stronger and stronger. You can call this, my bias. I
have been a Chief Minister for 13 years; a Prime Minister,
for less than a year!

Today, my top priority is to make the States in India
stronger. I am a firm believer in cooperative federalism. So,
we are devolving more power and more resources to the
States and we are making them formal partners in national
decision- making processes.

Sri Lanka has lived through decades of tragic violence and
conflict. You have successfully defeated terrorism and
brought the conflict to an end. You now stand at a moment
of historic opportunity to win the hearts and heal the wounds
across all sections of society. Recent elections in Sri Lanka
have reflected the collective voice of the nation: the hope for
change, reconciliation and unity. The steps that you have
taken in recent times are bold and admirable. They represent
a new beginning.

I am confident of a future for Sri Lanka defined by unity and
integrity, peace and harmony and opportunity and dignity for
everyone. I believe in Sri Lanka’s ability to achieve it. It is
rooted in our common civilizational heritage. The path ahead
is a choice that Sri Lanka has to make and it is a collective
responsibility of all sections of the society and of all political
streams in the country. But, I can assure you of this: for
India, the unity and integrity of Sri Lanka are paramount. It



1483 208Be®xsInd

[061 60e5DecI2w® e®usxsies’ @wmo]

is rooted in our interest. It stems from our own fundamental
beliefs in this principle. ”

What more do you want? The Prime Minister of India
comes to Sri Lanka and he addresses our Parliament and
this is what he says on this question of a political solution.
So, before I conclude I would like to read from the
Resolution adopted by the UN Human Rights Council
recently. It welcomes the commitments of the
Government of Sri Lanka to the devolution of political
authority and paragraph 16 of the Resolution adopted in
October, 2015 states, I quote:

“16. Welcomes the commitment of the Government of Sri
Lanka to a political settlement by taking the necessary
constitutional measures, encourages the Government’s efforts
to fulfil its commitments on the devolution of political
authority, which is integral to reconciliation and the full
enjoyment of human rights by all members of its population;

It welcomes your commitment to take the necessary
Constitutional measures to a political settlement by taking
steps for the devolution of political authority which is
integral to reconciliation and full enjoyment of human
rights by all members of its population.

They go on to encourage you to ensure that for the
present, in the immediate context, all the provincial
councils are able to operate effectively in accordance with
the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution of Sri
Lanka. So, you have made a commitment to the UN
Human Rights Council that you will take the necessary
constitutional measures to meaningfully devolve political
authority to regions and to other people.

Sir, I quoted from; what had been said by India in
regard to Sri Lanka’s political problems, the reaction of
the Sri Lankan Government to what India has stated, what
the Co-Chairs have stated, what the US has stated and
what has been stated at the UN. I put on record all these
matters for the reason that we are currently engaged in a
Constitutional process and I want everyone to know that
this is not something which started yesterday or day
before, but that this is something which started 70 years
ago, shortly after the country attained independence.
These statements indicate the concerns of the
international community.

The new Government has taken some initial steps.
There are different expectations after this Government
came into power. Those steps need to be continued in a
genuine and purposeful manner. We need to have the
cooperation of everyone to make this effort successful.

I do not think Sir, the national question can remain
unresolved any longer. I do not think it will be good for
this country. In the context of the matter having been
internationalized and different statements having been
made by different people, I do not think we can go into a
situation where there can be recurrence of violence, more
Tamils being killed and more Tamils fleeing the country.
It is not going to be acceptable to anyone. We are
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prepared to resolve the matter within the framework of a
united, undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka on the basis of
our self-respect and dignity being restored, on the basis of
our being able to determine our destiny in the territory in
which we have lived. We, therefore, call upon the
Government to bear this fact in mind. Ever since the
country attained independence, consequent to the
violence unleashed against the Tamil people around
1,500,000 Tamils have fled this country and at least,
150,000 Tamils have been killed. Of course, soldiers
have died, our combatants have died and other civilians
have died. We accept all that. That is because there was
violence. That is because there was an armed conflict and
there was an armed conflict for the reason that the matter
was not politically resolved. If the matter had been
politically resolved, there would have been no armed
conflict.

Therefore Sir, in the context of all these matters, I think

we should resolve to put an end to this matter.

I was going to speak at length in regard to the
implementation of the Resolution of the Human Rights
Council, but I do not think I will do that because I do not
have enough time and I have already taken a fair amount
of time.

But, I will say a few things on the question of lands,
on the question of missing persons, on the question of
prisoners, on the question of truth and reconciliation, on
the question of reparation, on the question of the Office
of Missing Persons and on the question of non-
recurrence.

These are fundamental elements in the transitional
justice process which needs to be addressed, which have
to be addressed. Our people are disappointed. Let me be
frank. Our people had the expectation that they would be
treated differently by this Government and not be ill-
treated in the same way that the former Government ill-
treated them. But the people have begun to raise the
question as to whether this Government is dealing with
them any differently from the previous Government.

It is true that you have released some lands both in the
North and the East but much more needs to be done. The
Armed Forces do not seem to be prepared to release
lands. That is a fact that we have to face.

I got a fax in the morning today. People are protesting
at Keppapilavu and Pilakudiyiruppu. Even today they are
fasting with their wives and children because they want
to get back their land, land that they owned. We want
some commitment from you. This must be resolved.

The Army thinks, well these lands were held by the
LTTE and the Tamil people did not protest against it at
that point of time and why are they protesting now. You
cannot say that. You are not the LTTE. The LTTE were
young armed rebels. They came and occupied our land.
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We had no choice but to hand it over to them. But you are
a civilized Government. You are a democratic
Government. You are a Government with an international
status. You have got to safeguard your international
status. You cannot behave in the same way in which the
LTTE behaved. They probably think, why should we
return lands to Tamil civilians because Tamil civilians
want to convict us of war crimes.

Let me say this very frankly. We do not think that
every soldier is a war criminal. There may have been
certain methods adopted in the prosecution of the war
which may have been in violation of international
humanitarian law and international human rights law.
Persons responsible for such conduct would be at a
different level, would be at a command level and not at
the level of the ordinary soldier. There may have been
soldiers who had committed individual crimes like
murder, like rape. If they can be identified and if they can
be prosecuted, they must be identified and prosecuted.
After all when the JVP insurrection took place in the early
1970s that girl, Beatrice Manamperi was raped by some
soldiers. Am I right Bimal? They were identified and
convicted. That was the right thing to do. So if there are
soldiers who have committed such wrongs, they may have
to face the consequences. But a soldier who fought the
war on behalf of the Government, on behalf of the State
was carrying out the instructions of his Government. He
was doing nothing more. I do not see how he can be
prosecuted.

This bad blood between the soldiers and the Tamil
population must come to an end. There was a time when
Tamils could not be recruited to the Sri Lankan armed
forces. There was a time when they could not expect the
Government to do that but now things are changing. Your
armed forces must acquire a different complexion. They
cannot be entirely and exclusively or even preponderantly
Sinhala only. They must have Tamils. They must have
Muslims. Sir Kandiah Vaithyanathan was the first
Permanent Secretary of Defence and Foreign Affairs
when Hon. D. S. Senanayake was Prime Minister. He was
an excellent civil servant. Anton Muttukumaru was the
Commander of the Army. Rajan Kadirgamar was a
Commander of the Navy.

They were excellent officials who did an excellent job
of work. So, this bad blood between the Tamil people and
the Sri Lankan soldiers, Sri Lankan Armed Forces must
come to an end. We are now moving into a different era.
We must have more Muslims in the Armed Forces, we
must have more Tamils in the Armed Forces and we must
be able to look upon our Armed Forces with pride.

Now look. On the question of missing persons, there
were a large number of missing soldiers. But, we do not
see their families protesting that their husbands or sons
are missing. You have probably resolved that. You have
talked to them. There has been some reparation, some
solace, some conciliation and they have accepted their
destiny and there is calm. That is not available to our
people. Our people must feel that the Government has in
some way responded to this question, that there is an
inquiry, a decision has been taken, the truth has been

ascertained, and there has been some reparation, some
reconciliation, some solace. There must be such
processes which give the people a feeling of some
satisfaction, may not be complete satisfaction, some
satisfaction, but that is not there.

®©0 Bewdss 02 e5wresBn®r

(orevwsryfl@ Gussefler Lrdls sallareri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@G GosDEeCIBw® wd®urIesy wvwmo

(omresor10l@ TreeuGrrgwid FIbLIbgesT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

The Government is very insensitive on the question of
land. Lands must be returned to the people. You are
cultivating my land with fruits, vegetables, and crops and
selling them in the market at competitive prices. How can
this go on?

S Bendess 0% 8wisBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

OO GrsDeGI8w® wd®uxsiest ®wmo

(omressrll@ TTegeuGrrgwid FIbLIbgesT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

I feel very strongly for the people who were
demonstrating. We have only refrained from participating
in some demonstrations for the reason-

®0 Bewdss 0% 8wrsBn®r

(rewsryll@ Gussefler Lrdld sallgFreri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, your time is over.
Please wind up now.

@G GosDEecIBw® wd®urIesy wmo
(omresory10l@ TreeuGrrgwid FIbLIbgesT)
(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)
BTET (LpLg&aleTEM6iT.

I am not participating in these demonstrations because
I feel that we must not play into the hands of others who
want to disturb the whole process. We want the country
to be stable; we want the country to be calm. But, our
people are complaining; our people are suffering. My
Friend Mr. Sumanthiran has been accused of being
traitorous by some Tamil Leaders who have been
resoundingly rejected at the last Parliamentary Elections,
some persons whose party polled around 15,000 votes.
Mr. Sumanthiran got four times that number of votes in
Jaffna. 1 have got the particulars with me. That whole
party did not poll 15,000 votes. Mr. Sumanthiran polled
four times that vote by himself - preference votes. Today,
he is being called a “traitor” because he is working with
the Government. We look upon Mr. Sumanthiran as a
very useful Member of Parliament performing valuable
service on behalf of the people, and we want that to be
recognized. But, he is being attacked. He is being
attacked because these persons who were resoundingly
rejected by the people in 2015 are using your failure to do
what you must do by the people as the ground for
attacking people like Mr. Sumanthiran and me and others
too, even Mr. Senathirajah.
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This cannot continue. This must come to an end. Your
Government must realize it; your President must realize
it; your Prime Minister must realize it. We are getting
bitter ourselves. Let me tell you very frankly, I am
extremely unhappy about the way the Government is
treating our people on the question of land. Our land must
be returned to them. That is our right; that is our birth
right. You cannot hold back from doing that. That must
be done.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committee, I do not want to
be reminded again that I have finished my time. We want
the allegations that have been levelled in regard to Mr.
Sumanthiran, that there has been an attempt on his life, to
be properly investigated. We want everyone who is guilty
to be brought before the court.

There has been a report filed by the police in the
Kilinochchi Magistrate's Court where they have definitely
stated that there was an attempt at assassination of Mr.
Sumanthiran. That is a matter of record, nobody can deny
that. Some people are calling him "Drohi”. It is a very
unbecoming word. It is a word that is inciting violence.
Why are you calling him "Drohi”? Is it because he is
working on our Constitutional Proposals along with me
and others? Tamil people are not protesting in support of
you. Tamil people are protesting on account of wrongs
being done to them by the Sri Lankan Government. They
want that to stop. These jokers who could not even win
one seat, could not come even close to one seat. They
came long after us; we polled 200,000 votes, they polled
15,000 votes. They came after the EPDP; they came after
the UNP and they came after the UPFA. They were
totally rejected by the Tamil people. Today, they say, they
have become saviours. Why? Because they are standing
in front with the Tamil people, when the Tamil people are
protesting against wrongs being committed by the Sri
Lankan Government. So, you are promoting extremism in
our ranks. You are promoting fellows who have been
rejected by the people. Kindly, do not do this. On the
question of missing persons, on the question of land, on
the question of detainees, on the question of reparation
and reconciliation, you must move, you must act and what
needs to be done must be done.

Thank you, Sir.

®OG; Bowndess 2007 80IsBn®)

(wreryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. The Adjournment Motion to be
seconded by the Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan.

@G G5 wRO Swmo

(el oyt amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, -

B Bewnds 0% 80IsB®)

(orenryfl@ @whsallsr Nrdg sailFrert i)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Rauff Hakeem.

®S 58S VRO Owmo

(el poyL amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Sithadthan, are you only seconding the Motion
and sitting?

©6; DEOBm® BdDEOsT ®wmo

(omressr0l@ LN BIGHLD FdSGTids60T)

(The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan)

Yes. I would like to second the Adjournment Motion
moved by the Opposition Leader.

®0 Bewdss 0% e5wresBn®r

(revwsryfl@ Gussefler Lrdls sallgFreri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you. Hon. Rauff Hakeem, please.

®G 6 S VRO Dwmo

(wresTLiflG et amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, since the TNA has proposed the Debate, rightfully
they are fully entitled to take some extra time. But the
thing is, there are many TNA speakers and then some of
our time also could be eaten up. So, I think they may
have to sacrifice some of their time so that we will be
able to use our time. Otherwise, we will have to extend
the time beyond 7.00 o’clock. The House is somewhat
depleted but this is an important Debate. So, time
management aspect, I think we need to -

©6 BER ABade vm
(omevsrLL0l@ svFagLoeT &lifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
We can go on till 7.30 p.m.

®0 Bewdss 0% 8wrsBn®r

(rewryll@ Gussefler Lrdld sallgFreri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Does the House agree?

ool @m’@@él

(revwsryLll@ 2 mitiflerigeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

®S Bewdess 0% 8®InBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera.
You have 15 minutes.

[4.13 p.m.]

@0 e B8OSSS Bum (Bedn »OYD §OImBR®)

(rewryll@ — whIGeT  Fwrely - GeueflBri L gpieusdser
O|WLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

I was told that I have 20 minutes.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, first of all, I
would like thank the Hon. Leader of the Opposition for
this timely Adjournment Debate. In fact, at a critical time
in our history as Sri Lanka prepares to celebrate its 70"



1489 2017 o518 22 1490

Anniversary of Independence in 11™ months’ time, the
Hon. Sampanthan has raised issues on which the very
future of this country depends. I have spoken many times,
Sir, in this very House about the hopes that the world
held for our country at the time of Independence in 1948.

As Lee Kuan Yew in his memoirs, "From Third World
to First" wrote, [ quote:

"Ceylon was Britain’s model Commonwealth country. It had been
carefully prepared for independence. After the War, it was a good
middle-sized country with fewer than 10 million people. It had a
relatively good standard of education, in fact, with two universities
of very high quality, a civil service largely of locals, and experience
in representative government starting with city council elections in
the 1930s.

When Ceylon gained independence in 1948, it was the classic model
of gradual evolution to independence.

Alas, it did not work out. During my visits over the years, I watched
a promising country go to waste.

It is sad that the country whose ancient name Serendib has given the
English language the word “Serendipity” is now the epitome of
conflict, pain, sorrow and hopelessness.”

This was Mr. Lee Kuan Yew’s writing about our
beautiful Island in his memoirs.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, after that lost
opportunity at Independence, and many lost opportunities
as the Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan pointed out
thereafter - after two youth insurrections in the South and
a war which continued for 26-long years in the North - Sri
Lanka again got a new lease of life, I believe, on the 8™ of
January, 2015 and we had a renewed lease of hope as a
country.

For the first time in our nation’s modern history, we
had a President elected with the participation of people of
all religions, all ethnic groups, and all walks of life in our
country. In fact, we know that the people in the North
came out in record numbers in most places as high as 85
to 90 per cent turnout and they voted for President
Maithripala Sirisena.

O Gr¥DedI8w® wd®uxsiest ®wvmo

(omevsrL0l@ TTEgeuGrTSIid FIDLIbHEEHT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

That is the highest ever in the history of the country.

O o 83OSBS ®wmo

(omevsrL0l@ wniser Fwreafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

The highest ever - as the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition says - in the history of this country to vote for
President Maithripala Sirisena and it was the same in
other parts of the country. In fact, people from Point
Pedro to Point Dondra in my electorate in Matara, all
gave President Maithripala Sirisena a mandate with
historic numbers which renewed hope for Sri Lanka as it
walks towards its seventieth birthday. In fact, it gave a
mandate:

- to carry our nation’s children and future
generations forward to lasting peace;

- for a durable political settlement;

- for a nation where everyone is equal irrespective
of their race, gender, caste, beliefs, and language;

- where individual rights,
promoted and protected,;

civil liberties, are

- where the dignity of all is upheld;
- where freedom and justice will reign;

- where conflict is firmly behind us as a thing of the
past, confined to the pages of history that tell the
story of our nation’s troubled past which led us to
finally forge unity and guide our nation towards a
prosperous and peaceful future;

- for a nation where unity in diversity, which is the
driving force, and a firm Sri Lankan identity
which becomes our strength;

- where non-recurrence of conflict is a norm;
- for a nation that is a beacon of democracy;

- for us to set an example to others in the region and
beyond of  post-conflict  peace-building,
reconciliation and economic development; and

- a nation that works meaningfully and
constructively in partnership with other nations
and international organizations to serve the world
community and uphold international systems and
procedures.

Sir, with this vision, from January, 2015, we have
worked together to make the Nineteenth Amendment to
the Constitution a reality. Together, we enacted
legislation to make the Right to Information a reality.
Together, we enacted legislation to establish a Permanent
Office that would undertake a humanitarian mission of
finding the citizens of our country who are still missing
today. Together, we reached out to the world beyond our
shores that we had antagonized for several years, and
renewed our nation’s friendships and partnerships with
the international community; and they all readily
responded to our call.

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition mentioned that a
Resolution was adopted unanimously by this House to
appoint the Constitutional Assembly to prepare a draft
Constitution Bill for the consideration of Parliament in
the exercise of its powers under Article 75 of the
Constitution. It was declared in that Resolution that the
Constitution Bill shall only be enacted into law if it is
passed in Parliament by a special majority of two-thirds
of the whole number of Members of Parliament including
those not present, and subsequently approved by the
people at a Referendum as required by Article 83 of the
Constitution.

Therefore, Sir, this is a historic opportunity, as
pointed out not only by the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition, but by His Excellency the President himself
who tabled that Resolution at a special Sitting of this
House on the first year of his Presidency, on the 08th of
January last year. No other Constitution-making process
in 1972 or in 1978 has had this consensual approach.
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Moreover, our nation has today reached a point of
maturity having been through conflict, and witnessed the
suffering and the agony that this nation has gone through
since Independence. Let us now say, “enough is enough”
once and for all.

We must stand up to do justice to those who lost their
lives, and for those who are yet unborn. We, the fortunate
few who have been witness to the agony of our nation, yet
survived to tell the story, must now rise up, not just to tell
the story, but to write the new chapter of our nation’s
future journey.

It is up to us in this House to seize this moment and
have the courage to persevere and see this Constitution-
making process succeed in this House and then take it to
the people of our country in whom sovereignty is vested.
The people of our country spoke clearly at two elections
in 2015 - the Presidential Election in January and the
Parliamentary Election in August. They have indicated in
unmistakable terms that they want durable peace,
reconciliation and non-recurrence of conflict - a durable
political solution.

In fact, we have a golden opportunity that this country
has never had before, because for the first time in our
history we have a National Unity Government where the
arch-rivals in the political system of the last sixty-odd
years are now working together and what is even more
important is that we have a very moderate Tamil
Opposition Leader and an Opposition who is committed
to a settlement within a united and undivided Sri Lanka.
What is even more important is the statement which has
been made by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition earlier
when he said that he will not accept any solution which
has not got the consent of the Sinhala majority in the
South. I think this is the most potent argument for a
referendum ever made by any Tamil leader in this country
and we have to grab this opportunity with both hands
instead of trying to sabotage this process for short-term
political gain.

In fact, this is an obligation that this House owes to
the people of our country. Wherever we may sit in this
House, whatever party we may belong to, we all represent
the sovereignty - that is the people of this country - and it
is our responsibility, to see this process to an end. It is our
responsibility to do justice by them.

What better gift can we bestow the people of our
beloved motherland at its 70th Anniversary of
Independence next year than a solution to the problem
that has traumatized this nation for much of its years as an
independent nation.

Our country that stood on the cusp of economic
development and social progress at the time we gained
Independence in 1948, and failed, will not be able to get
back on the track of economic and social development
and achieve the magnitude of progress that the people
justly deserve if we do not find a durable solution to our
problems through a new Constitution. It is the
Constitution that defines a nation. It is the Constitution
that guarantees, among other things, certain rights to

minorities, which no other document can do and the
moment has arrived now. We should not have a situation,
after coming so far in this process, since January last
year, of marching into our 70" year of Independence next
year, without taking everyone forward on our nation’s
future journey as equal citizens of one Sri Lankan family
walking side by side.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, as politicians
of different parties, we will have plenty to fight about and
argue about in a democratic way, later. But let us, for
this one important task, set aside all other issues and
unite. This is the one issue that we must all lift out of the
arena of politics because we cannot afford to leave this
issue unresolved. It is one that is too dangerous to leave
unresolved because the whole future of our country - our
youth and generations yet unborn - depends on this. 1,
therefore, earnestly urge this House not to let this historic
moment slip by and I totally agree with the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition, if we allow this moment to slip by, we
will only embolden the forces of extremism which are
again trying to raise their ugly heads on both sides of the
divide.

Sir, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition spoke of
international dimensions and the UN Human Rights
Council Resolutions including the one adopted in
October, 2015. Some who are enemies of this nation’s
progress for whatever rhyme or reason, drive fear into
people’s minds about the Resolution and concepts of
transitional justice. Let me assure this House and the
people of this country that we will never embark on a
path that will once again plunge this nation into chaos or
pain. “Transitional justice,” is a term which simply
means a series of measures that are taken after a
traumatic conflict to ensure that peace and stability will
last, that the rule of law will prevail and that a cycle of
violence will not be repeated. To those who allege that
we are copying others or doing what others in other
countries tell us or the UN tell us, I want to clarify that
this is not so. Moreover, Sir, there is no set formula of
exactly how to do this. There is no cookie-cutter model.
Measures taken must reflect the specific national context,
human rights principles and should be led and owned by
national actors to ensure success and this, Sir, is exactly
what we are doing.

In fact, I again would like to repeat that this process
was undertaken because we believe that this is what Sri
Lanka needs in order to move forward. Sri Lanka, as a
nation, must come to terms with the tragedies of our past,
if we are to move forward together united in its diversity
and that is why as the President himself said, in his
address to the nation last year, "We undertook this
process not because of international pressure but because
we feel that we owe it to the people of our country."

Societies that have experienced an armed conflict
must take steps to examine the past, pursue
accountability, provide a way for the well-being of
survivors and take institutional measures to prevent non-
recurrence. Societies that avoid looking into the past fail
to build sustainable peace. Traumatic memories do not
simply go away. Grievances can go on for generations
and even centuries becoming entrenched in cultural and
historical accounts and risking new cycles of violence.
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This is what we must all resolve to prevent by taking
the necessary steps - not ad hoc measures as in the past -
for reparations, for truth seeking, searching for the
missing, having judicial inquiries aimed at restoring the
rule of law and individualized responsibility so that the
honour and reputation of institutions such as the armed
forces are preserved.

It is to the people of this country that we are
answerable and it is to them that we are responsible and
not to the international community.

As you would recall, Sir, point 93 of the 100-Day
Work Programme of President Maithripala Sirisena
during the Presidential Election of 2015 states, I quote:

“Since Sri Lanka is not a signatory to the Rome Statute regarding
international jurisdiction with regard to war crimes, ensuring justice
with regard to such matters will be the business of national
independent judicial mechanisms”.

It is with that Manifesto in hand that I went to Geneva
in March, 2015 in order to request that they stop the
international inquiry which was initiated during the last
Government and allow us time to present our own time
map, our own timeframe or our own timeline, a roadmap
for transitional justice in our country and I am glad to say
that the international community accepted our request and
now we are in the process of meeting our commitments to
the people of this country.

Sir, what we did was to take ownership of our
responsibilities and obligations towards the people of our
country to uphold their rights, return their land, resettle
the displaced, strengthen democracy and democratic
institutions, repeal discriminatory laws, restore justice and
ensure non-recurrence of conflict. These are some of the
basic elements contained in Resolution 30/1. It is entirely
a State-driven process, where we take charge and fulfil
our obligations towards our own people to ensure justice,
restore and uphold rights, strengthen institutions and take
steps that are necessary to ensure equitable economic
development and progress for all.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, on the 07" of
January this year, the Cabinet of Ministers granted
approval for the Bill to give effect to the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance. The Bill has since been gazetted
in all three languages and we hope that it will be brought
before this House for consideration at an early date,
hopefully, sometime in late April.

The amended policy and legal framework relating to
the proposed Counter Terrorism Act, which would
replace the PTA, was referred by the Cabinet of
Ministers, also in January, to the Parliamentary Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs. Once the Sectoral
Oversight Committee considers the framework, drafting
of the new legislation will be commenced and will also be
then presented to Parliament.

Sir, the multiple tasks constituting the transformative
agenda that the Government has undertaken on the
reconciliation, development and institution building fronts

are not easy ones. It requires the efforts of all citizens -
public and private sector alike; it requires the
commitment of all and it requires the dedication of all. It
is also not an easy and straight path but one that ‘zigs and
zags’, and requires tremendous effort and dedication to
stay the course. In fact, as I have said before at Chatham
House in Geneva recently, although there are
shortcomings and certain delays, the Government is
committed to meeting its commitments as far as
transitional justice is concerned and there will be no U-
turns. Of course, there could be detours, but the
destination remains the same.

Of course, for the victims, the displaced, the
vulnerable - every minute and every second counts - we
have done much during the last two years. Yet, there is
much left to do and yet, we cannot ever say that we have
done enough in this important journey. This requires
constant striving to move each step forward and constant
striving to ensure that what we have gained is protected
and preserved.

In fact, I would like, Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committee, to table* a document titled, "Festina Lente -
Advancing Human Rights, Accountability, Reconciliation
and Good Governance in Sri Lanka" from January, 2015
up to February of this year. I think, considering many of
the roadblocks we have been having as a government,
what we have achieved in this short period, I really feel,
is remarkable. A lot more to be done. This document
named, "Festina Lente," in Latin, which means, "make
haste slowly." We are making haste but we have to do it
slowly and gradually; but our commitment remains.

Sir, I would also like to request that, if possible, all
these achievements contained in this document to be
included as it is in Hansard.*

6 Bendess w0 8®isBn®)

(orerfl@ @ whseallsr LNrds sallFreri oauiassr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, please wind up now. The twenty
minutes allocated to you is over.

OO DodE BOSBS dwmo
(oredrLfl@ whiser Fwrafr)
(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
I will finish very quickly.

I am also tabling** two more documents. One, of
course, is a document which has been given to me by the
Ministry of Defence with land release details in the
Northern and the Eastern provinces. For example, the
army has released 2,473 acres of private land to civilians
since October 2015 and I have been told that they are still

* 20 @O 8E T gr>.
* o swgullealpBuilsv SriiL Bersnsgy.
* Produced at end of speech.

** gefmmoced »dr ¢,
* ¥ BrallswVILIG ) eDeUSBLILIL (HTEN ).
** Placed in the Library.
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holding 4,162.93 acres. The Hon. Prime Minister and I
know, the President himself has requested the army to
give a timeline on when all these lands could be released.
There is a breakdown of the lands which have so far been
released and also the lands which need to be released, not
only in the Northern Province but also in the Eastern
Province separately. It also looks that land is held by the
army, navy and the air force.

The other one, of course, there are also details that I
have got from the Attorney-General’s Department about
cases pertaining to the detainees as at 20th February,
2017. The total number of files are 12 and the total
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More importantly, Sir, the journey we began with the
passage of the Resolution for the appointment of the
Constitutional Assembly in April last year must be
pursued, I agree, with greater vigour. As I mentioned
earlier, we should not walk into our 70th year of
Independence with unresolved issues that would cripple
our nation’s forward march towards prosperity as it has
done over the last 70 years. So the time is ripe. The time
is very opportune. This kind of conjunction could never
happen again in our life time. That is why I ask all
Members here, let us fight about all other issues but when
it comes to the issue of uniting our country, let us all
unite and join hands to build a new Sri Lanka.

number of suspects are 59 and 41 had been enlarged on Thank you.
bail. Out of the 12 cases pending, four are under
preparation to be indicted and another four are awaiting * st0o@es Om PAD G¢ 0GFIDG :
recommendations for discharge. FLITLTL_ B0 DUSHLILIL L DyvemTLd:
Document tabled:
FESTINA LENTE

ADVANCING HUMAN RIGHTS, ACCOUNTABILITY, RECONCILIATION
AND GOOD GOVERNANCE IN SRI LANKA

January 2015 — February 2017

| STEP OBSERVATIONS DATE
| :
| FEBRUARY 2017 —‘
| _
| Examination of Sri Lanka's | Sri Lanka's 8" Periodic Report under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 22 |
Report to CEDAW I Against Women examined by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women February
| (CEDAW) S5
Legislation to give effect to | The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance Bill was 09
| the International Convention ! published in the Government Gazette February
| for the Protection of All|
| Persons from  Enforced | English: http:/documents.qov.lk/files/bill/2017/2/01-2017 E.pdf
| Disappearance | Sinhala: http:/documents.qov.lk/files/bill/2017/2/01-2017 _S.pdf
| | Tamil: http://documents.gov.lk/files/bill/2017/2/01-2017 T.pdf
' Legislation to give effect to | The Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to: 07
| the International Convention | -publish the ‘International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance February |
| for the Protection of All | Bill'in the Government Gazette; and
| Persons from  Enforced | -to present the said Bill in Parliament, for approval
Disappearance
| Commemorative Stamp on A commemorative stamp and first day cover were issued to mark the National Integration and 03 |
| NIR Reconciliation Week with the participation of the President during the Religious Schools Progamme February
| held at BMICH with the participation of approximately 500 religious school teachers representing all |
four major religions in the country
| Religious Schools President Sirisena participated as Chief Guest of the Programme as Minister of National Integration 03 |
| Programme and Reconciliation to emphasize the importance of religious schools system and teachings towards February
forging national integration and reconciliation; approximately 500 religious school teachers from each |
of the 4 religions participated to discuss how to institutionalise NIR in their respective schools |
systems. Religious leaders too addressed the gathering, and at the end of the programme, each |
religious group expressed their commitment towards establishing NIR through the religious schools. |
Material on key messages on NIR to be taken back to the religious schools and students were |
distributed among the participants. |
1 3
! JANUARY. 2017
| |
% Taking Consular Services to ' The first regional consular office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was opened in Jaffna. This enables | 26
| the Regions more efficient service delivery and easier access to services for the people in the region who had to January
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B Bewdss 0% 80IsB®)

(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg saillFreri euider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Bimal Rathnayake.

G DOE SmNGH V™o
(orarflg LNwed ré&mrwss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
®0 Bewdss m0m @nInBnOA, -

©G emenEw SAVOEE Dvmo
(oreryfl@ O%Canefw ribL&E6leusisv)
(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®OG; Bowndess 2007 80IsBn®)

(wreryflg @wssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?

@G emenEw CAVOEE dvmo

(oreryfl@ O%Caneflw ribys6leusisv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Sir, the point of Order is about the change in the
pattern. If the Opposition starts, next turn goes to the
UNP and then to the UPFA. That has been the pattern of
this House.

-[Interruption.] No, it has been the practice.

®©G; BOE S¥BNWGH Dvmo

(oraryfl@ Lwed rémrwss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®0; Bewdss 0% ©sAn®d, IS od »®
BOD. I 0008 practice Om.

@G 655 wBRO Swmo

(el oyt amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

It is up to the Chair. It is the Chair’s prerogative to
call Members according to the list of names.

@G emen 8w CYWOIEE dwmn

(oressrLll@ Gs6amedw ribLdsGlausvsv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

No. If you are talking about the prerogative of the
Chair, nothing works that way. I mean, there has been a
pattern in the list of speakers.

@G G5 wBRO Swmo
(el oyt amsin)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
No.

®0 DOE S¥mnGm v

(Tl Lwed répruss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®0; Bewdss 0 @sBAn®d, ©0 m»S OB
30D o @Y.

®0 Bewdss 202 8wrsBn®r

(e i@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallaFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Rambukwella, the pattern is, if the Opposition
starts, then the Government; again the Opposition and
then your side.

®S SOE 86Dom dwmo
(orerfl@ allwsd efreuniF)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

®©0 Bewdsns 0 BpIBHOA, -

®6; Bends w0 8®inBn®)

(orenrfl@ G whseallsr Lrds sallFreri ojeuiasesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Wimal Weerawansa.

®S SOE 860w ®wmo

(oresryfl@ allwsd efreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

OO0 Bewd®ss mdm ©0indn®s, n® 0@ e¢m
Boens nOte Hum O ©0 ang o & 00 OEn®s
B WEO 00 ydmwems . »HYS 0dD od ©®
BosIm®. ¢8 0®en® Bng. deda ¢::@8n® UPFA e
emenymy Yo 5O Suved UPFA deo ememrmd o®
200D creasiesy mnwi. &» »3. w8, UPFA dex
er0edn Owles HHBm swes Bewddme »om Seda
$OBR® G WEWO YD WIBERE WD WOBID
3DED eBIesT Ve BBy Bewed 8rImIwd. dn®)
Buved edxIm yodsy;, weall) vved edsIm YOOI,
dm »08 8D 000D ol dm ¢ eewd: edme
edxfery BuE @0 enfedsies’ oy ¥» »O8 Jeed. &
Bustesy, UPFA 950 »08 Sgv ¢duEd caeoed. a8
UPFA dont Sefeed. Sm 0dm o,

©6 BER ABaide vwm
(omevsrL L@ svFagLoeiT &lifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

298 ESecdes.

STUPBETI.

rose.

6 Bendess w0 8®isBn®)

(orerfl@ @ whseallsr LNrds sallFreri oauiassr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Leader of the House.

o6 eBEes ABadc Svwm

(omeiTLyfl@ svgagLost sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

eOn® OFw soymn Bewd wsidmyews’ @l §ewon
Be ¢¢ cod BD.

®5; BOE 860w ®wmo

(orerLyfl@ allosd efroumkisF)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

RN 8y B0 BosIm den. OO G EENEDE e®
Besesy. R0 Geswsied ydsm Swexim 18D
Beaserds dmes’.

S Bendess 0% 8wisBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsreri ojauiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Please continue, Hon. Bimal Rathnayake.

O DOE S¥mGH w0

(oreir 8l LNwed réprss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

B0 G 8y 00D 08 gddoed 8O ang O OBI®
B © 9E R 8350.
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[0t BOE oFsnem @®von]

®0; Bewrdss 0m ©©sBn®B, ©@©d »E mIed
@wWIvEND wOITTVD Wy 928sy WosTey PO OBE.
Bue mnwm 60 8d®ssIesy B 88T 9e8us o ¢
8D WE BIB) DBIED ewIvzNed B» acwn 8D
GBsI® ©® Busis) w©@A&.

®0 Bewndss 202 8wrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?

O o 83OSBS ®wmo

(omevsrLOl@ wniser Fwreafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

I propose that the Hon. Edward Gunasekara do now
take the Chair.

e 88z 8, et e8®®» Sas.
s B SLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

eWNGO T Bewlehs 0w @wiesHn@ Growmewssy
902 Howsy, ¥0; SHOD @HBeSwT o 8085220006 Ses.

BT LA, wreLlle &upsselar LITslsh SalFTeni ysuidssir
ysBrrIargslellarn ysaGeal, wreTyllg T el GTGEST
YU HET FEMEVWLD 6UBIGS5 T 60T,

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA took the
Chair.

OO R 06) OsIEH®0

(LomevsTL LA @ HEPVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILLNETIT Bj6uTdHerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O DOE oW O5IEn®.

[.6. 4.40]

®0 DOE SE¥mnGm v

(Tl Lwed répruss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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[5.32 p.m.]

©G S VRO Pwms (HHDOS BIREY® Wi BE 8@
2@ &)

(orewryfle peoylt andb - paEIS Sl wHmD
BTeUpBISE) S|eLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, towards the end of this
month, we will have regular sittings of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva and it is also an event that will
conclude in late March, where the progress that we have
made on our undertakings as per the Resolutions that have
been passed and particularly co-sponsored by us is to
come up. The Hon. Leader of the Opposition has brought
this Adjournment Motion to look at specifically the issues
confronting the nation in these important times and to
make sure that we do not lose sight of our commitments
solemnly given to the international community.

The month of March is also important in another
aspect, where Article 50 of Brexit is also to be
implemented severing the British nation from the
European Community. The Geneva Sessions, once again,
take place in the shadow of Resolution 30/1, which was
co-sponsored by us, Sri Lanka and adopted on the 24" of
September, 2015. As we know quite famously, this was
the fourth Human Rights Council Resolution passed on us
since the year 2012. Progressively, we have had a few
amendments being brought in by the proposers of the
Resolution, the United States, being strongly supported by
the European Union and many other member States.

We recall Resolutions 19/2 of 22™ March, 2012; 22/1
of 21* March, 2013 and 25/1 of 27" March 2014. All
these Resolutions were passed in March, except the last
one, which was passed in September 2015. That is why I
began by saying that March has its significance and it is
pertinent to observe that we dedicate this Debate to mull
over the September 2015 Resolution and its aftermaths.

You would notice that all these Resolutions bear the
same title, “Promoting reconciliation, accountability and
human rights in Sri Lanka.” Significantly, if you take the
individual elements of the Resolution, you would note
that the exhortation of the Council has been on
reconciliation and accountability. In fact, the fact that we
co-sponsor the Resolution in 2015, represents our
voluntary commitment not only to the international
community but also to our people, of our determination to
confront the past, end any kind of impunity, achieve
reconciliation and build an inclusive society in which rule
of law and democracy flourish with no discrimination on
the grounds of parochial and sectarian distinctions. Non-
inclusive institutions will only take us back to the
corrosive decades of impunity which we so earnestly seek
to prevent.

Hon. Presiding Member, one year and five months
have passed since the adoption of Resolution 30/1. It is
timely to take stock of our progress in implementing our
commitments to identify challenges and constraints and
to think up strategies for moving forward and we should
solicit the continued support of the international
community via the Human Rights Council to march
forward on our onward journey.

The Council certainly set the stage for us when the
international community came together in 2015 to co-
sponsor a Resolution which requires reciprocity on our
part. We all recall that not long time ago, when the
internecine war had ended in 2009, to be precise, upon
the conclusion of the visit of the UN Secretary-General,
Ban Ki-moon, we pledged in a Joint Communique'. The
Joint Communique' issued by the then President Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa and UN Secretary-General of the
day, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, stated that there would be some
kind of an accountability mechanism. All these four
Resolutions that were passed in Geneva have pivoted
their pith and substance on the mechanism that was
hinted in that Communique’'.

Sir, long before the last Resolution was passed in
September, 2015, we recall the mechanisms we
proceeded to establish. One is, the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission and its good
recommendations. Then, the Maxwell Paranagama
Commission that sat right throughout the length and
breadth of the country and its recommendations on
missing persons. Our voluntary pledge at the universal
periodic review to craft a National Action Plan on
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights resulted in a
number of consultations with several stakeholders which
finally led to an Action Plan being presented in Geneva.
But we need to bear in mind that the Action Plan for 2017
to 2021 needs to be worked out while we proceed to
overhaul human rights in an expanded Chapter in the
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proposed new Constitution. The passage of the
consensual resolution is a stark reminder that our efforts
at reconciliation, accountability mechanisms and human
rights efforts at reconciliation are laudable, but we as
constituent Member of the National Unity Government-

®G §RoesN0) OIEn®

(oreT Ll @ SWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT SjeuTesT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Your time is over, Hon. Minister.

@G 6YS HRO dwmo

(el poys amsin)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Give me just a minute, Hon. Presiding Member.

In order to realize the full promise of all these reforms,
we need to work out on our momentum to effect the
paradigm transformation we so honestly wish for our
people. I cannot but resist the observation that from a
human rights perspective the constitutional reform
process presents us an important opportunity to rectify
structural  deficiencies and  establish a more
comprehensive Bill of Rights, stronger institutional
checks and balances, enhanced constitutional review,
improved guarantees for independence of the judiciary,
accountability of our international human rights
obligations. As for our treaty obligations, our obligations
under the Convention Against Torture have already been
considered in November 2016 and we are also going to
bring a bill against enforced or involuntary
disappearances. That would be presented maybe in a
week or two. So, we must bear in mind that on the
question of enforced disappearances when it becomes a
penal offence under international obligations, that law can
be applied retrospectively. All other penal offences are
prospective, but in this case, it is not so. And this is why
the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa was so emotionally charged
saying that we are on a witch-hunt against intelligence
officers. But then, if intelligence officers have stepped out
of the law, if they have gone and taken in innocent people
and tortured innocent people, and have been cause for
disappearances, then it has to be looked into. This is an
international obligation. We have signed Conventions
where we hold ourselves responsible to the international
community and that is what accountability means, and
transitional justice mechanisms are necessary for us to
bring closure to the misery and trauma that people have
suffered in this country.

With those comments Sir, I conclude and thank you
for giving me this opportunity.

Thank you.
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Wickramaratne.

(Dr.) Jayampathy
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0BTesy nd On® RBdDD), "People in their own
localities must take charge of their destiny and control their
politico-economic environment" 28 co.

OO R0 OBIE®o

(LomevsTL L0 @ HEMVDLSGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTIT Bj6uTdH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O OEROA, VIO D Snd @D BICEHE
BedmrD.

®0 (§9D283) B®eB Bn®cnTsy Owmo

(wressrfl@ (SvTBS) pwibLg) efldrorderr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)

The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe has given his time
to me, Sir. So, I have a few more minutes.

OO Roe0G) OBIEH®0

(LomevsTL LA @ HEPVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILLNETIT Bj6uTdHerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Then, you have additional four minutes.

®01 (§9D283) B®eB Bn®cuTsy Owmo

(wressrfl@ (SvTBS) pwibLg) efldrorderr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)

"People in their own localities must take charge of their
destiny and control their politico-economic environment."
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(oreryLll@ SeweVLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

There was no pledge given by the Government to the
TNA.
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

I take your word, but it is the public opinion; public
perception. The document that was displayed much prior
to the election by the Hon. Tissa Attanayake - who is
being charged now - states that the Hon. R. Sampanthan
would be made the Leader of the Opposition. That was
much prior to the election.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
That document has no basis at all.
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

That is okay. -[Interruption.] Let us say it is a forged
document. But it is happening at the ground level. The
Hon. Sampanthan got only 4.1 per cent votes out of the
total number of votes from the entire Island and that was
concentrated to the North; but he was made the Leader of
the Opposition. So that was one of the things.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Mr. Presiding Member, after the UNP and the UPFA,
both of which are in the coalition Government, we are the
Party with the next largest number of seats. I am here as
the Leader of the Opposition because we have the largest
number of seats in Parliament after the UNP and the
UPFA which are in an alliance. The fact that you are on
this side does not mean a thing. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Leave the SLFP, then you will have the opportunity to
become a part of the Opposition. We invite you to leave
the SLFP.
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Hon. Deputy Minister, we have given that in writing.
In fact, today, we had a meeting with the Hon. Speaker.
We said, let us accept the consequences; do not think of
the legal issues; we are prepared to face the legal issues.
We have told the Hon. Speaker over and over again and
we did not adhere to the three-line whip instruction that
was given during both Budgets. But nobody took action.
Thereby we presume that they have accepted us as a
group in the Opposition.

Then, I must also mention that the Hon.
Amirthalingam was made the Leader of the Opposition
under the first-past-the-post system. They had 14 or 15
seats, yes, fair enough.

®6 OGO ews
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(An Hon. Member)

Eighteen seats.
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Yes, eighteen seats, fair enough. That is understood
but under the PR system, we go on the basis of the
percentages. That is how the Parliament is selected.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

oG emen 8w CYWOEE dwmn

(oressrLll@ GsGameSlw ribLdsGlausvev)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Hon. Presiding Member, I need about five more
minutes.
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No, I will give you two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - Deputy Minister of Public

Enterprise Development)

Mr. Presiding Member, I am privileged to join this
very timely Debate on the Adjournment Motion that has
been brought in by the Leader of the Opposition, the Hon.
Rajavarothiam Sampanthan. This Motion states that "it is
absolutely essential that these processes be taken forward
in a genuine and purposeful manner". It is talking of the
process of creating a new Sri Lanka through a new
Constitution.

As we look at the history of our country, at post-
Independence, we see that there have been several
understandings between the leaders of our country; we
had the S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact
and the Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayakam Pact. Then,
we had the Mangala Moonesinghe Select Committee
Proposals that were brought in under President R.
Premadasa. We also had the Draft Constitution in August,
2000 which was brought in by Prof. G.L. Peiris, with
whom the former President Mahinda Rajapaksa was also
a Member of that Government and the Cabinet. Also, we
had the former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, on several
occasions, expressing his intention to solve the national
problem when he said, “Our objective must be to develop
a just settlement within an undivided Sri Lanka.” The
former President again said, “People in their own
localities must take control of their own destiny.” These
were also the words of the former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, “Any solution must stretch to the maximum
possible devolution without sacrificing sovereignty.”
Unfortunately, what we seem to be reading in the
newspapers and other media these days of what the
former President has said is in contradiction to some of
the things he had said while he held the high office of this
country. I am beginning to wonder why he does not come
to this august Assembly and contradict his own
statements rather than making statements to the media.
On the other hand, we might give him the benefit of
doubt by saying that, maybe, he has not made these
statements to the media and that is why he has not
appeared in this House to actually contradict himself or
he is actually a confused man, if these statements have
actually been made to the media.



1591 308Ee®xInd 1592

[0c1 96y Bm@cey @wmo]

Hon. Members of Parliament, I think we have had a
new dawn and a new day. On 08" of January, 2015, the
people of this country gave President Maithripala Sirisena
a mandate. It was a broad mandate. A vital part of that
mandate was to create a united Sri Lanka. We have a
mandate to reform the Constitution; we have a mandate to

abolish the Executive Presidency. Many former
presidential candidates, including former President
Chandrika  Bandaranaike = Kumaratunga, President

Mahinda Rajapaksa and then, President Maithripala
Sirisena, had expressly stated at different points that they
would want to abolish the Executive Presidency. But, the
two former Presidents had not done that. The present
President has made a commitment to go through
constitutional reform and also to abolish the Executive
Presidency. I must say to his credit that when the
Nineteenth Amendment was moved in this House, he
willingly gave up or reduced the powers of the Executive
Presidency, but there were limits to it.

That is why this Parliament resolved or adopted a
Resolution converting Parliament into a Constitutional
Assembly. The reasons why this was done were that then,
the whole of Parliament would be involved in the process
of deliberating on what the Constitution should be and
also to seek the advice and the views of the people of this
country. That, I must add, has been done through a
Steering Committee that has been appointed. It was to
prepare a Draft Constitution Bill for the consideration of
the Constitutional Assembly. That is where we are; we
are in that process. Several Subcommittees were
appointed and their Reports have been received. The
Steering Committee has considered those Committee
Reports and all those Reports are to be debated now in the
Constitutional Assembly.

Then, the Resolution further stated that that Draft
Constitutional Bill must be passed in Parliament by a
special majority of two-thirds of the whole number of
Hon. Members of Parliament and subsequently, approved
by the people at a Referendum required under Article 83
of the present Constitution. So, the process is clear; that is
the policy of our Government. Sometimes, we hear
different voices and therefore, I want to thank the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition for bringing this Motion in a
very timely manner so that this could be clearly clarified.

Why do we need a new Constitution? We need a new
Constitution because we saw at the Debate on the
Nineteenth Amendment that there were limits to what
could be done in amending the existing Constitution. If
you were to abolish the Executive Presidency or change
the form of the Constitution, then the people definitely
need to be consulted. I remember as a student in school,
when the then Prime Minister Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike wanted to extend the term of Parliament
from1975 to 1977, she did it without having a
Referendum violating the basic principle that you cannot
alter the terms on which you yourselves are elected. Even
people's representatives cannot alter the basic terms on
which they have been sent to Parliament by the people.
Therefore, it is essential that the people are consulted
because that is the basic law.

We have had two Republican Constitutions. The First
Republican  Constitution was in 1972, in the
constitutional-making process of which all political
parties did not participate and which got approved by a
majority vote led by the Sri Lanka Freedom Party. In
1978, we had the Second Republican Constitution, which
was again approved by a majority vote led by the then
Government of the United National Party. But in bringing
both these Constitutions, the people were not consulted.
This debate is happening nearly 40 years or four decades
after the approval of the Second Republican Constitution
and therefore, when the relevant Resolution for this
process was passed by Parliament, it was deliberated,
clearly thought through that whatever Constitution that
the Constitutional Assembly comes up with must be
brought into operation with the approval of the people so
that all the people of this country have a say in their new
Constitution.

I do not think like other Hon. Members of Parliament
in the Opposition, who expressed the idea today that we
are, somehow or other, trying to rush through this
process. But, we are not trying to rush through this
process. It has been just over two years since our
President has come into office and our new Government
is nearly one and a half years old. Therefore, this process
is not being rushed at all and that impression should not
be created. We have consulted the people; we are going
through an open process and we are finally going to
consult the people in approving the Constitution so that
every person in this country, wherever they may live,
may feel, "I have participated in the process".

Sir, I will conclude very quickly. But, if I might also
say one more thing, in this process of reconciliation, our
Government had brought to Parliament and passed the
Office on  Missing  Persons  (Establishment,
Administration and Discharge of Functions) Bill, and it is
a law today being certified by the Hon. Speaker. It will
soon be gazetted and will become operative. Also,
Parliament has just approved the criminalization of
enforced disappearances. That must go to the Cabinet and
then, it must be presented to Parliament. Our Government
has also put forward a draft legislation on counter-
terrorism. I know that there has been much debate on that
and it has not met the requirements of everybody who has
examined that draft. But, it has been referred to the
relevant Parliamentary Sectoral Oversight Committee,
will subsequently be sent to the Cabinet and then come
before Parliament for debate and for approval.

We have also been engaged in confidence-building
measures. We have released lands to the war-affected
people. I am aware that, as I speak, we have issues in
Keppapulavu in the Mullaitiva District, where lands
should have been released by the end of January, but
which have not yet been released. It is receiving the
attention of our Government. We know that there are
concerns that people have been tortured. But, in the last
few days, we had seen the arrests of those who may have
been responsible for journalist Keith Noyahr’s torture,
which is a good sign that our Government is open in
acting on these issues. Yes, things could have moved
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faster and those have not moved faster, but certainly those
are moving in the right direction.

We need the support of everybody in this country to
take this country forward. We also need the support of the
international community and want them to understand
that we are coming out of a military-conflict situation and
that we need time as we move ahead with the process of
reconciliation and building one country with diverse
people.

Thank you very much.

OO R0 OBIE®o

(LomevsTL L0 @ HEMVDLSGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTIT Bj6uTdHeT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff. You
have got only four minutes.
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The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

[7.04 p.m.]
@0 98.8. 3053 BSY Owmo

(LorevsTL LG 6TLD.6T. FrLDBEHTeoT)
(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member.

I am glad to be speaking on this Adjournment Motion
proposed by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

I am glad that many of the sentiments expressed
during this Debate by both sides of the House have been
very constructive and very positive. Barring a few
discordant noises, which anyway we must expect, most
Hon. Members in this House today have affirmed the
process that is ongoing, the process to draft and make a
new Constitution for this country. And, so they must,
because it is this House that passed unanimously the
Resolution on the 9th of March 2016. It was passed
unanimously. None of the Members who today say that
we do not need a new Constitution, that the Government
does not have a mandate to draft a new Constitution voted
against that Resolution. They had the opportunity. That
Resolution very clearly articulates that a Constitutional
Assembly is being set up in order to draft a Constitution
for Sri Lanka. As the Deputy Minister of Public
Enterprise Development read out, the whole process is
clearly laid out including the fact that under Article 74,
Article 75, and Article 83 steps should be taken if the
Constitutional Assembly approves the draft with a two-

thirds majority. Then, it will go to the Cabinet of
Ministers so that they gazette it and certify it as a Bill that
is intended to be passed with a two-thirds majority in this
House and then be approved by the people at a
Referendum under Article 83. All of those are laid out in
detail.

Those who say, "We have 51 Members and we are
opposed to a new Constitution" agreed with that
Resolution. How then can they now say these things?
But, they do. Some of them do, as did the Hon. Keheliya
Rambukwella when he talked about Thirteen plus. He
forgot that that promise about Thirteen plus is actually in
writing in several places. It does not say Thirteen plus. It
says, "Full implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment
to the Constitution and building upon it so as to achieve
meaningful devolution". "Full implementation”, that is
what it says. He was repeatedly asked by the Hon.
Mujibur Rahuman today, "Are you then agreeing to the
full implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment, the
first part of the promise?" He said, "Subject to two
matters to be discussed." But that was not the promise.
That is not what is in writing. The two External Affairs
Ministers, Prof. G. L. Peiris, who has done a somersault
yet again, and S. M. Krishna repeatedly used that
phrase. Not just by the two External Affairs Ministers
but once by former President His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa himself, together with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh used that. There was no reservation
that two matters in the Thirteenth Amendment must be
subject to discussion. No. It used the words, "Full
implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment and going
beyond to achieve meaningful devolution." Why should
you achieve meaningful devolution? The implicit in that
statement is, you admit that there are several features in
the Thirteenth Amendment that are not meaningful, that
are a bar to achieving any meaningful devolution.

So, this is a promise, a repeated promise; it was
breached no doubt, but that was a promise given. When
the House has passed a Resolution, 51 Members who
claim to be somewhat different, have a very strange name
for themselves, nevertheless claiming to be very
different, opposed to the drafting of a new Constitution,
not only they did not oppose that Resolution, but they
participated in that process right along. I am glad that the
Hon Dinesh Gunawardena is here, a Member of the
Steering Committee which met for the 50" time
yesterday. He is one of those who has attended the
Steering Committee meetings without fail, perhaps he
may have missed it once or twice, but for most number of
meetings he has attended and participated in this process
very diligently and very conscientiously. The other
Member, the Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga even participated
as a Member of a three-member Ad hoc Committee and
presented a report. They participated in this whole
process. Participate in the passage of a Resolution that is
so clear; thereafter, participate in Subcommittees and in
the Steering Committee and in the Ad hoc Committees
and thereafter -

©0; fetd endsdm Onm
(et yLll@ FHCesreiy @ 6wrouTHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Mr. Presiding Member -
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Member, you can speak after me, if you will.

®O §RoesBN0) BTG n®
(oreTLll@ SWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
®0 LoE endEs Ownn.

O Loty endiln Swvmo

(orevsrLll@ FCewrey @ 6mrauigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I would like to reply because you referred to me. Sorry
to disturb you. We have participated on behalf of the Joint
Opposition of 51 Members. We have submitted 14 points
which are very clearly uncompromising, which have been
placed before the Steering Committee and the country.
Our Members have participated in the Subcommittees as
well. Their views have not been totally rejected. They
have not been accommodated in the Report, which they
have stated openly last week in the public. So,
participating and being not considered are two different
things. I appreciate what the Hon. Member is saying. We,
everyone, have tried; we have tried to convince how to
protect the unitary State.

®G §Roes N0 OIEn®

(oreT Ll @ SWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 0.8, O BCET O EHOA, AR 1 WSBI.
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(LomevsTLLON@, 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I thank the Hon. Member for clarifying that position.

DO R0 BTG ®o

(oreryLfl@ SeweVLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Now, wind up please.

©G 90.8. @I BSY dwmo

(LoressTL L@ 6TLD.6T. FrLDBFTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I will wind up with this. Several Subcommittees had
Members of the Joint Opposition. The Hon. Tharaka
Balasuriya spoke here today. He has signed the Report.
That Subcommittee was chaired by a Member of the Joint
Opposition. There are several others. In certain
Committees they did express reservation, I must say that.
But, they said that they will forward their own reports.
They were invited to the Steering Committee and they
said that they would forward reports. Now, there is a 14-
point Memoranda that has been submitted. That is true.
That must be discussed. There is no way that that can be
put aside. The point that I am making is that before that
the Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella presented a report in
which he even suggested the abolition of the Concurrent
List, he later withdrew it - they take different positions at
different times. But, he did present a report suggesting the
abolition of the Concurrent List. Now, all of this must be
discussed. The point that we are making is that this is an
exercise in which everyone must engage in together and
eventually that must be placed before the people.

Therefore, I earnestly appeal to all concerned to fully
participate in this transparent process and achieve
meaningful reconciliation through the enactment of a new
Constitution for this country.

Thank you.
[0, 7.14]
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Sir, please give me one more minute.
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It being 7.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament Adjourned accordingly until 10.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 23rd February, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 08th March, 2016.
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