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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO AND REPORT ON
THE POSSIBILITY OF ENABLING SRI LANKANS EMPLOYED
OVERSEAS TO EXERCISE THEIR FRANCHISE
IN FUTURE ELECTIONS AND MATTERS INCIDENTAL

THERETO : NOMINATION OF MEMBERS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE UNITED NATIONS 2030

AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: NOMINATION
OF MEMBERS
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OBTAIN FINGERPRINTS FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher Education

and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
REPORTS

@6 Sedsic ewddgcdd dwm

(wrenryllg alGure Ganl 4o réd)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

O DONIDROB, eemBm ®mOYD (Bew Beddd) wo
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gom 2 - 634/'16 - (3), S @. DsFed BES LYY
Owmo.

O 9. Do BEOEDN¢sT Dm0
(wrerLfl@ @). FTETEV BITLOCBTH6T)
(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
B D ONEDREOB, © OO Y6 gHHH.

o6 BEOS ABaidc wmo

(ressrll@ svFagioest &liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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®S 9. Dl BEOERH¢sT Dwmo

(orenTfl@ @). FTETe BITLOCVBTH6T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

Qaaryey  Furprwsi  yeuisGer, @)bss Casralldsy
TDOsaTCou @) renT(h) SHLeweussT Houemewt CalsliLl L g).
@)esTmI  CPSTHTEUS] SLevauTHeD SHeuswent GxsLlasliu
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@0 BB BB3adc Owmo

(omessTLll@ svgagLosiT #iflsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, the Hon. Minister has not come. I will inform him
and try to get an early reply.

@S 9. Dl BEOERH¢sT Dwmo

(orenTfl@ @). FTETe BITLOCVBTH6T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

[OEIELIVERE) CLPSTMT UG SL DTS
CasLlsliL@BSlsTmg).

&61Em 63T

OO DAIBNWBDHD O

(omessTLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuid6ir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the House, you should ensure that a
reply is given the next time.

o6 CBEOS AB8adc Dwmo
(orewrLfl@ svgagLosst HliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I will inform the Hon. Minister.

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(orewT L@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTserT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

It is not a satisfactory position.

eI Oz Enm 9&be HEOO Hewlo mom GE.
aflearmsmey oW G TG SITSHND FLOT LIS 55 51" 1_ewemuill L’ 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.

OO DAIBNBHD S

(omessTLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

y@ gom 3-698/'16- (1), ©S; & 8BS e @wmo.

@G B 8RS Owmo

(wrenrll@ S5P% LgTessT)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O DNITNSHROB, © OO y@mW G BEDS Eah
280 00 4@ BWIed 2B Beo »E 0B exe?

OO DOIBNBHD O
(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6rT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@O 83WIBNIWR 2Da.

@0 BB BB3ade Owmo

(oressrLll@ svgagLosiT &iflsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Minister of Primary
Industries, I ask for one week’s time to answer the
Question.

g Oy Enrm 988 HEOO Bewlw wmom GE.
aflssrremer LM G5 BTGB FLOT LILN% S5 51 1_ewemuil_ LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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EMPLOYEES' TRUST FUND ACCOUNTS: HAMBANTOTA
DISTRICT

742/°16
4. ©6 3OE S¥NBE Dm0
(orevsrfl@ L) Wg_'i,g,rrm&a;)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
2P Y KB yBReFB o @dSm »OYD
3@ ®eesy g1e yadm @ - (2):
(@) 2013, 2014 e 2015 D80G »®ITemO Sudimima
DA
(i) Bwwsldd By ewdr Buymmwesied ©i0
08¢ (ETF) Ben® es0:01500;
(i) acBhs’ Bwised § et Buysnmesied
@0 @0®ec (ETF) Ben® eso1500;
o O D8 e 05T 0 Daewsy emrs®ent
@I Do @O 590D esIOsIenIe?
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Bagsomesied ®idmid ad®eE (ETF) 8ed®
83002500,

(1) B0 awns 8@1nd;
(i) @b casrs gawmny;
(i) oevsdolm gonws;
(iv) 8D goqs;

V) 228 mE@usTm gorws;
Vi) ©udd gons;

a3 o O O O8sw amP 00y ey Drewsy
@O EHE BBIBS ORS0 @OV eI ¢¥OBI@wIE?

(@) o209 deEmn®,d &sie?

drsw  gewwsFmd, GCsHw  CQarerewsser  wHmID

CUITHTTHTT  HVIUVEHST W DFF(HLOTETEUeNTH Bl L
aflesrm:

(=) 2013,
UTHESTL ewL_ reul’ L Ggl6v,

2014 wpmio 2015 oy opemHseRD

@) ugley QFLFWmHs eaflui posems HHwbs
(ETF) ss6m135 @ s a1fl 65T 6163160351 5635,

(i) ydsres udey GaLgsTer  2emB.B.

60T (& 5611 63T 6T6BOT6H 1 6M B,

(ETF)

PIGleur @ o ewrigeT ulitenLuilsd FellsgHef G
WT| 6THTLIENS Sjeul @)FFemLid@ Plailiiurym?

(=) 2013, 2014 whmid 2015 oy YT BseflsL LSHTH
ugley OFigster o p.B. (ETF) sewdgseaflsr
6T6UIT6IBT &6 5,

0] STFTBISHSHSI5E 2_(SST6sr &IDLevTS6T,
(i)  uGFwerailevTer HIe BlmeuThISET,
(i) geflwrt geow;

(iv)  es50sTfldgimp;

V) eflausTusgiemp:

(Vi)  Greweus giemp;

@& Swow PeubleuT(h 6uTIg 6T )i LlIienL_uflsd
seoflSae G wTg) sTeiTUeNS — Hout @) FFwLISS
mleliiurym?

(@) @TCev, sysir?

asked theMinister and Minister of National Policies
and Economic Affairs:

(@) Will he inform this House separately in relation to
years 2013,2014 and 2015-

(1) the number of registered Employees’ Trust
Fund (ETF) accounts; and

(i) the number of Employees’
(ETF) accounts registered anew;

in the District of Hambantota?

Trust Fund

208Ee@sIndD

1380

(b) Will he also inform this House separately in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees’ Trust Fund (ETF) accounts
registered anew and by -

(1) State-owned companies;
(i) semi-Government institutions;
(iif)  the private sector;
(iv)  the industrial sector;
(v) the agricultural sector; and
(vi) the service sector?
(c) Ifnot, why?

o0 Beddes? eveld dwm (HBm yBussB 0
388 HOGR S8 a1 )

(wrewryllg BIGrTagesr QuUGrrr - Gadflw CETeTenHSH6T
LHMID QUITHETTSTT SVIUVHET (B)TTRTEIS SeHDFFT)
(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs)

OGS DOINBDROB, 8@ B LB YBBHA
90 388 WOYD &L ® 00 EOSY

© 00 yd»BO BENS Ao @¢mda.

(@)(1) e (ii)
o Bwoes2-80 By 25T Bwiesged g
©0@08m Ben® ©0@08m Ben® o100
2013 35,827 13,658
2014 36,723 13,587
2015 35,803 13,017

(@0)(1), (D), (iid), (iv), (V), (Vi) - @® ayBs? DEBmSene oD
@BNCEER.

(80 aoe ev0ed.

Ddd @8DMmBBT, G158 WEODBNIWMC T 8520
III (B 53860 esed BBO: B8 »C® S
HevsfleipL 2ar flUIT FHEMET T FTBIS (LPSHTEHLOGSI6M
o gaflwrer - [l gy su@gilih @ ugall o wirsgHiHe:
. EUUESSHUL L Guriig s ufl sns
PROMOTION OF MINOR EMPLOYEES TO GRADE III OF

PUBLIC MANAGEMENT ASSISTANTS' SERVICE: LIMITED
COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION

880/°16
6. 00 8BE vesTerrsB Pwmo
(oressTyLllg Fesfled ambgieTCeTSH)
(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
o8 588ED ¥ HEPVIWCe G IBRSemsT &y
y@me - (1):

(a) (i) Coss oefDed »H&®ID oddmesy, s
DERBICem ezl Il D18 sx¥Bwed cesed
BBe® BO» 00 Swons “EOWY @

ol

(i) ©®® nd® SwInes wewr oo EBun’ Jod
8 oG (GL) o meed 8 m&dy
eESODWsT 8@ DO Ienie;



1381

(iii)
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(=) ()

(ii)

(ii)

(iv)

SrFrms CFemeuulledt seflagl 2arifluiisener

TFTHRIS YaETemwdGeu 2 salwreri - Il gyuib
uGLLDE ugeai 2 WS GIeUgh N TesT
w GOuGSSI L Guimi_igts ufl s

BLTSSUILL L HoHd) wrEgetengu|Lb;

Gupuig Curiiglt ufl s @ @nHevpausnr, of
et0  (GL) sbuer  ereys S GHO BHS
sevflaip sarflwiger wi HiGw Curmmlujsirerei
STEITLIGN S| LD;

2015 @ev pLrssriu’ L Curiigls ufl enads,
erid etesr (MN) #Fibuier jemeys S L gHed mbs
oemifluiii s g1 Carpmiasn@ SjepIog]
QUIPBISLILIL_L_ST 6T6TLIGNSULD;

Gupug Guriigli uflenFulled A HClunigw
a8 et60 (GL) Fibuier ojereyd L 1b wHMID 671D
steor (MN) Fouer oereys Sl L sewsd Caibs
oar flwifgefledr  eTewTemllbens  Seslgsenwrs
w T Glg65TLIENS ) LD;

Sjeui @)FaFemuiuiled mlailiuryr?

(=) @)TGmev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and

Management:

@)

(b)

Will he inform this House-

)

(if)

(iif)

(iv)

the date on which the Limited Competitive
Examination to Promote the Minor
Employees of the Public Service to Grade
I of the Public Management Assistants’
Service was held;

whether he is aware that only the minor
employees on the GL salary group sat for
this Competitive Examination up to now;

whether permission was granted to
employees on the MN salary group as well
to sit for the 2015  Competitive
Examination; and

of the number of employees on the GL
salary group and the MN salary group who
passed this examination, separately?

Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara - Minister of
Public Administration and Management)
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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION CIRCULAR NO. 6/2006 :
PROMOTIONS FOR TEACHERS
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(28) @G, orsir?

asked the Minister of Education:
(@ Willhe inform this House-

(i) that promotions have been granted to
teachers as per the provisions of Public
Administration Circular No.6/2006;

(i) whether he admits that the salary arrears
due to the teachers of most of the schools in
the education zones of Kaluthara, Horana
and Mathugama with effect from
01.01.2011, have not been paid up to now;
and

(i)  if so, of the reasons for not paying the salary
arrears to those teachers?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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EMPLOYEES' TRUST FUND ACCOUNTS: MONARAGALA
DISTRICT
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(@) @1Cpev, syeir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(@ Will he inform this House separately in relation to
years 2013,2014 and 2015 -
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(i) the number of registered Employees’ Trust
Fund (ETF) accounts; and

(i) the number of Employees’ Trust Fund
(ETF) accounts registered anew;

in the District of Monaragala?

(b) Will he also inform this House separately in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees’” Trust Fund (ETF) accounts
registered anew and by -

(i) State-owned companies;
(i) semi-Govermnment institutions;
(iii)  the private sector;
(iv)  the industrial sector;
(v) the agricultural sector; and
(vi) the service sector?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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WAREHOUSES OF TRIPOLI MARKET COMPLEX: NON-
UTILIZATION
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asked the Minister of Megapolis and Western
Development:

(@)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether the warehouses of the Tripoli
Market Complex in front of the
Elphinstone Theatre in Colombo have been
kept closed for a long time after been
renovated; and

(i) as to why those buildings are kept closed
without utilizing them for any purpose?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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SCHOOLS IN KALUTARA, BERUWALA AND PANADURA:
TEACHER VACANCIES FOR CATHOLICISM/ CHRISTIANITY
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of vacancies that existed for
2015 in the schools belonging to Kalutara,
Beruwala and Panadura  Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions for the subject
Catholicism/ Christianity;

(i) whether applications were called for
enrollment to National Colleges of
Education in 2015 based on those
vacancies;

(iii) the number of candidates called for those
interviews, separately as per Divisional
Secretary's Division;

(iv)  the names of the applicants selected through
the interview accordingly;

(v) whether Miss. B.D.S. Sayani Vidarshana
residing at Munghena, Maggona, Beruwala
was called for the interview held on
14.11.2015 at National College of
Education, Bingiriya; and

(vi) ifso, the reasons for not selecting her?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ACCOUNTS: MONARAGALA
DISTRICT
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asked the Minister of Labour and Trade Unions
Relations:

(@ Will he inform this House separately in relation to
years 2013,2014 and 2015 -
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(i) the number of registered Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) accounts; and

(ii)  the number of Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) accounts registered anew; in the
District of Monaragala?
(b) Will he also inform this House separately in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) accounts

(1) registered anew and by -

(i)  State-owned companies;
(iii)  semi-Government institutions;
(iv)  the private sector;

(v) the industrial sector;
(vi) the agricultural sector; and

the service sector?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a) Willhe inform this House -

(1) the names of Grama Niladhari Divisions in
the Sirambiadi area in the Puttalam District
where the people with African ancestry live;

(i) the number of people living in those areas at
present; and

(iii) whether it has been reported that such
people live in other areas of Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether the Government has guaranteed the
right for basic needs such as education,
higher education and health of these people;

(ii)  if so, the measures taken in that regard;

(i) whether the Govemment has extended
patronage for them to preserve their cultural
identities and traditional heritage; and

(iv) if so, what such patronages are?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Lanza - Deputy Minister of Home Affairs)
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Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Minister of Finance, I ask
for two weeks’ time to answer Question No. 15.
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©0 VLR BByEE vmo (iv)

)& L soufled 1L (6D
(1oraimL il sosagiost Aiflsréoa) @ eweu Quuiig L Hewsvuiled HremtiiuBHeTmST

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella) STEITLIED S LD,
Okay, I will inform the Minister. Seui @)Fgemuulled gPlalliiumrym?
g6 @z Ena@ p&8ess HEOO Hewlo oz . (=) () GCosrow wra'Lidd @eoas oa-ou

aflsaTTene) LM GCIIT (5 BTGB FLOT LIN% B HL 1 swemuill i’ 1 ). SHeULIBIS ST "ﬂ DO BeTaTaTaIT sTer SDBULL,

Question ordered to stand down. (i) O wesfletr, Syeuall_BISH6T WTeDE 6TEHTLIENSW|LD;

(iii) erFliou@pd  STVSHD  GlveuF  eweU-eWLI
OO HDIBNWBD O

P SUEVIIBISHET 2_(H6UTHSLILIL_6)6iTeT Ul
(The Hon. Speaker) CHFBISET WITEM6U 6TEITLIENHIULD;
©¢0m D0, Sjeui @)Faemuuiled gmlailliumrym?

@) QeirGp, erir?
2 100 9100w : Bewed O8B-08 mEoes

100 prer Blasipdds L 1b : Geveus swaremu asked the Minister of Telecommunication and Digital
DLl BISBET Infrastructure:
100-DAY PROGREAMME: FREE WI-FI ZONES @@  Willhe inform this House-
491716 (i) whether the project for establishing free Wi

-Fi zones under the 100-day programme is
currently in operation;
1. 061 Bo¥d peadbd BumI(©d; BB Yo Swnmo

©ODmMBO (i) the number of free Wi-Fi zones established
900) der this project;
(wrewyllg HCeray @Gemrouiger-wranTLldg SHars Camrd under this project,
FTiLTS) (i) whether he is satisfied with this number;
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena on behalf of the Hon. and
Kanaka Herath) . . . ..
BB wo0dn v BEOE wOBE soEm® a®mEnwesy (iv) whether they are in operational condition?
& @ - (4): (b) Will he also inform this House-
(® i) & 100 90w wlonw Bewed OG-8 (i) whether free Wi-Fi zones have been
mews g Be® OwmwaBe e® OO established in the Kegalle District;
HeOm Dsvesie;

(i) if so, the locations of such zones; and
(i) ©® oo eBfiwe Bewd DB-08 mEw
510w EIBB e,

(i) & BEAO B v Dsiesie;
(iv) &0 FeordOm n¥ded sOBe;

(iii) the areas in which free Wi-Fi zones are to
be established in future?

(c) Ifnot, why?

@535y OO0 EO® 500 ¢¥OTesie? o0 eBEOT BEyFe dwmo
. - (orewrLfl@ svgagiost SiflsTevev)
@) () =wodc tW8dne ne B 08 mcw (The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
8890 Bedg Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Minister of
i) dewEm®. O® S mOede: Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure, 1 table*
(i) ) % g

the Answer for Question No. 1 -491/°16 - (4).
(1)) @2Bel? Bewed OB-08 WEw B BB

yodn mDed; * wereduc O» 282 ¢ 8ENT:

@W5I5VS S0 EOY 5D ¢BIOTIeBIE? * FLmi L ggleb eweussasiii L aflemL
* A tabled:
(@) o0 dedn®,d &sie? rawer tasie

(@ (i) Yes.
QB TemeLE ST s6iT WHMID 198l 1L 60 2 I &L L ewioliLy () 216
UFSEHET Y wwFFenrd Cal L ailerT: (i) Yes
(=) @ 100 preir Hapsdls HLgHler S1p @eveus eneu- (iv) Yes.
DL QUWBISGENOT 2 _(HUTHGD  H(HHH L LD ®) @ Yes
SHFLWLD ClFwHUBHHSTHST 6T6ITLIHSW|LD; .. ) .
(i) - Kegalle Town - Common Shopping
(i) @ser P 2 HurssluL L G)eveuF smeu-svLl Centre
UEVWIKIGETIGT  6TeoTewlH6wss  6Te6UaTG 6U6dTLI - Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage
WS UU|LD; - Pinnawala Zoological Gardens
(i) @& Osriurs FmlduenLSsToTyT sTedTL - Kegalle bus stand

MG U LD; - Rambukkana Railway Station
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(iii)  Expect to establish Island-wide Wi-Fi zones covering
all districts. Number of identified locations up to date
is around 1,300. List of such locations are given in the
attachment and I table* it.

(c) Notapplicable.

BH(HEHTewwTLOEN6Y LomeuL L 1D !

P e®cw dGdmen 1 8O @288

6TEVEM6V 6UEM T ILIEDM 6T

TRINCOMALEE DISTRICT: DEMARCATION LIMITS

788/°16

5. o6 add» vRde dwm (06 VIO gomsIe
Sed®@rIs) ®wm edxDD)
(oresstyll@ gl uglrest - wreasTLld FOGLOET DY65ThHS
i@ o TeiTedr FTiLITS)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne)

HOedr »Oyn ¢@imuniersy ¢y y@m® - (3):
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@m0, 1992 gom 58 ¢covy AEHE 81080® sy
o 1996.08.02 8B agom 935 com @©d
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©mDWDEO eAELs PO,
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(1) o0& ©Bsieey 0380 and BHredcs
SIgmmed emiddis 110 a2 Ay ©®
BE08 De3® v ©O® WD EE;

i) (@) () 8 ocwsl o0 apP 80 «g
BCR ey B eDBYE @OV &y
§ ©o® BEDB Dud/0d® mbede;

(ili) >0 Hwerow B8 Bben »BY Boew 450,
3BT @m0t ©BO W€y HOTIeBIE;

(iv) Seudnd,d® scm® mdede;

V) & ey ont O emddosed 8eBmosied
OO SOwsiesie;

@535y OO EO® 830D (IS ?
oz dotd 50, J 5ie?

2 BT (h HIUVSHST HewFFenTd GasL L el eorm:

(=)

(i) SmGasrawiwensy wraul Lgdev, 11 LNrGss

Bl eurs
BL6ULY SHENBHET (3)S16U6HT LIHLPUI 6T6VEM6VH 6] 60T
Uiy oL CupmieubsgiL_sor, 19929510 oy 6vTiq.65T
S8ob @Vss  HYHBETTHMBE w6 E @D
FlLib whHmib 1996.08.0290 Fadw 9359

GFwevTeari

LM eysefl b,

@evdsas eurggorer ugdflensulerig LHw
6TEVEMEVSHST e wrerflL i’ (B suhHasledrm
Qg esTLINS U LD;

(=)

@
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ugel wfyr Wiflale, 31J

31F ueppw wgsursd wpmid 31IM

(i) @ sssrepsvin,
Aianyr,
FweTyr YHw Somw Hyeieusoi Lfeysst 3)m
Ufleyserrals Ufl&sin@Hsstmet sTeitLisn g Ld;

(i)  CasrwrmsLeusy falsy, 233C  wullew@eusu
#rmw  geeueor  Uflellet @  u@GHud,
Crmallev flallstt o5 A LGHHEHD Coumi
Ufleyserhds @1 IMLEIGES] QFev it G\ 6dTLI
WFU|LD;

Sjeui o mleurymr?

(@) uenLpw Bl(HeursL Liifleys emesHemow

FmCasremrvemsv wreul L Gdlsv 11 LMeyserrs
Ufgstiul g mbs Sorw geeusoi Lilifleysenid
HTTLOBIG EHLD WTene,

(i) GG (o()@ev @GP L’ L &L Gdler
Ulg sTeVemeUEHemeT Lem  emL_wimerid (Hemd ullsy

Coumy  LiMleysendgNssrull bihs
OIsusvi L Meyseir | Hrmiomissr wmene;

&

(i)  asHCurg QFWHLGLD sTeveneV HiTewm @ Lpaier
Srwrarsdleruy yHsres Lifley sTevsmevssit
S wmerflL LB,

(iv) o06wesfled, 9HeoT GygliLenL WTgl;

V)  @g Osriilsy spsubleur @ Ulflallepid @iqulm
Gurflerg) @)ewrdsb allseuliLiBLom,

TETLIENG Sjeul @)FFenLiuied oPlaliuimrym?

@)ss1@mev, eyevr?

asked the Minister of Home Affairs:

(@)

(b)

Is he aware that -

(i) the administrative activities of the 11
Divisional ~ Secretary's Divisions in
Trincomalee District have been carried out
so far in accordance with the old
demarcations, and the new demarcations
are being marked in accordance with the
Transfer of Powers Act, No. 58 0f 1992 and
the Gazette Notification No. 935 dated
02.08.1996;

(i) this demarcation divides the Grama
Niladhari Divisions of 31 J Sinhapura, 31 F
Old Medawachchiya and 31 M Samanpura
in Padavi Sri Pura Division into two
divisions; and

(i) a part of the 233C Mailawewa Grama
Niladhari Division in Gomarankadawala
Division and some parts of the Seruvila
Division are dividled among  other
divisions?

Will he inform this House -

(1) the Grama Niladhari Divisions and villages
into which the 11 Divisional Secretary's
Divisions in Trincomalee District have been
divided according to the old administrative
division system;
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(i) the Grama Niladhari Divisions/villages
which came under the demarcation limits of
other divisions when marking the
demarcation lines in accordance with the
Actmentioned in (a) (i);

(iii)  whether new demarcation lines are marked
according to the decisions of the
Delimitation Committees functioning at
present;

(iv) if'so, the aforesaid basis; and

(v) whether the concurrence of the occupants of
each division is sought for it?

(c) Ifnot, why?

®5 BOE RosTesn Dwmo
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(The Hon. Nimal Lanza )

OGT WONBHROB, wWoedn »OYH OB
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* FLIM LSl eweudssLii L aflswr
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AoPE B3O wewr 0EoiBE yeodBe oEmd®ed gom
2016/4 %0 2016.04.04 ¢ 8 @1 9® 9 E®.

OO DAIBNWBDHD O

(omessTLll @ FUTHTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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000D © OO yamw gwmo.

ORE rsule  @wmo

@0 BB BBade Owmo

(oressryLll@ svFagLosiT &iflsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Minister of Agriculture, I
ask for two weeks’ time to answer Question No. 7.

gamn On Enmé 9E8us BBOO HBewln mom GE.
aflsaTTemer LM G5 BTGB FLOT LI5S 51 1_ewemuili i’ 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.
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PROVISION OF VEHICLES WITH LEASE FACILITY TO SOME
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

®C @70 ek DWmo
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SRI LANKA INTERNATIONAL NATURE LOVING ASSOCIATION
(INCORPORATION) BILL
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(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)
Hon. Speaker,  move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Sri
Lanka International Nature Loving Association."
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [10th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [ The Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake]

Question again proposed.

[10.13a.m.]

O GoDecf8we® wdusiesy Pumn (86dd B8@dded
52BHRE)
(oressryLfl@
pBeOsuit)
(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the
Opposition)

Thank you, the Hon. Speaker.

rreeu@rrgwd  FOUbSET - eTSliGsL

This Budget has been presented by the current
National Alliance Government comprising of the two
main political parties in this country - the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party headed by His Excellency President
Maithripala Sirisena and the United National Party
headed by the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe, Prime
Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic
Affairs. The Cabinet of Ministers comprises of
representatives of both political parties.

It is the objective of these two political parties to give
the country a new future - not merely economically but
also politically and socially. That indeed was the verdict
of the country at both the Presidential Election held in
January, 2015 and the Parliamentary Election held in
September, 2015. The former regime and its leadership
were prominent participants in both those electoral
contests. They sought at both elections a further mandate
to govern the country. The mandate so sought by them
was denied by the people. The people, in the exercise of
their sovereignty, have given President Maithripala
Sirisena and the Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
the mandate to govern the country for a period of time as
stipulated in the Constitution. That is the sovereign
verdict of the people which can only be dislodged in
accordance with the Constitution and in no other way.
Everybody in this country wants this country to be
governed in keeping with the tenets of genuine
democracy. These values, the Hon. Speaker, are sacred
and need to be protected and preserved.

I want, Sir, in this regard to quote from the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United
Nations to which we have acceded. May I quote Article
21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
states:

"1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his
country, directly or through freely chosen representatives.

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his
country."

Unfortunately, that rule is not observed in Sri Lanka,
particularly as far as the Tamil people are concerned.

The subparagraph (3) states, I quote:

“The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of
government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine
elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall
be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.”

That is what, Sir, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights contains in regard to the will of the people and the
consent of the people in regard to the governance of a
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country. The will of the people as expressed in periodic
and genuine elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage shall be the basis of the authority of
Government and that Mr. Speaker, is manifestly clear. In
terms of our Constitution, Mr. Speaker, the term of office
of Parliament and the President unless earlier terminated
lawfully, in keeping with the Constitution, is six years.
Under the Nineteenth Amendment, which the President
was instrumental in introducing in Parliament, he reduced
the term of office of the President to five years though he
had been elected by the people for a period of six years.
Through the Nineteenth Amendment which was passed in
Parliament after the Presidential Election held on 08th
January, 2015, the term of office of the President was
reduced to five years.

The Hon. Minister of Finance, in the course of his
Budget Speech, defined this Government’s economic,
political and social vision. May I read paragraph No. 2 of
his speech. Sir, this is what he stated, I quote:

“We will continue to progress in the noble endeavor to strengthen
democracy, fundamental rights, reconciliation and development for
lasting peace, freedom and national integration. Fundamentally, the
country is guided by a new vision of lasting peace, built on mutual
respect and dialogue. To cement this process, we have formulated
an ambitious reforms agenda encompassing all major spheres
including social, political, economic and international relations. This
national government of Yahapalanaya will focus on reforms to the
constitution, restoration and strengthening of the rule of law and
independence of the judiciary.”

The vision of the Government, Sir, in my respectful
statement, has been very lucidly stated in the statement
made by the Minister of Finance in the course of his
Budget Speech. Sir, the Government, as I said earlier, is
committed to giving this country a new economic,
political and social future. We are, for the first time,
seeking to evolve a Constitution with the consent of the
two main political parties, which alternatively have ruled
this country from the time we attained Independence. It
has been either the United National Party or the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party which have ruled this country from the
time we attained Independence and there is a joint effort
now for these two parties to come together to frame a
Constitution for this country with the consent of other
political parties and the people of this country.

This, Sir, is something new which had not happened
before. It will be based on the maximum possible
consensus within the framework of a single, undivided
and indivisible country. We have had three Constitutions
earlier. The first Constitution in 1947 was framed at
Independence by our colonial rulers. The second
Constitution in 1972 was framed by the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party and its left alliance partners without the
consent of the other major political party, the United
National Party, or the political party substantially
representing the Tamil people. The third Constitution was
enacted in 1978 framed by the United National Party
without the consent of the other major political party - the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party -or the political party
substantially representing the Tamil people. In other
words, Sir, both the 1972 Constitution and the 1978
Constitution were partisan and framed by one single
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political party with a few alliance partners, without the
consent of the other major political party in the country
and more particularly, without the consent or the
consensus of the Tamil party substantially representing
the Tamil people in this country at those points of time.

It is anticipated that, for the first time, within the
framework of a single, undivided and indivisible country,
a Constitution evolved on the basis of a wide consensus,
will emerge and that this Constitution will reflect the will
of all the people in this country, and be the basis of the
authority of Government as stated in Article 21 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. For the first
time, Sir, in the history of this country the political party
substantially representing the Tamil people - that is the
Party which I happen to belong to, the Tamil National
Alliance - particularly in the North and the East of this
country, will be a party to the Constitution-making
process. This would enable the realization of the future
vision for this country as enunciated in Para 2 of Part I of
the Budget Speech of the Minister of Finance.

Mr. Speaker, I might say a few words on the Budget.
“Accelerating Growth with Social Inclusion” has been the
theme of the Budget speech. This, Sir, I think is an
arduous task.

Growth is difficult when you are neck deep in debt.
Our debt stock, according to the statement made by the
Finance Minister, is a little over Rs. 9 trillion and a very
substantial part of our income, I think almost 90 per cent
of our income, goes into debt servicing.

It will be relevant, Sir, for the country to know how
such debt was incurred: losses incurred by State-owned
enterprises; vast expenditure on massive so-called
development projects; for personal kudos which have
turned out to be white elephants; infrastructure
development at exorbitant cost frequently at more than
double the real cost; corruption; extravagance and waste.
These are the factors that have contributed to the massive
debt that this country has incurred. It may be good for the
country to know the truth. When you have to service
excessive debt, growth and development is not easy.
Important sectors such as education, health and
agriculture will inevitably receive much less than what
they would be entitled to.

The Government has ambitious programmes to
accelerate growth. The Government plans to enter into
Free Trade Agreements with several counties - India,
China, Singapore, South Korea and several other
countries. The Government hopes to receive a great deal
of foreign direct investment. One must acknowledge that
the world is friendly towards Sri Lanka today: very
different from the past and our expectations could
therefore materialize.

If that happens, we would manufacture and export to
countries with large markets and to other countries too
and we should concentrate on enhancing our exports.
Traditional exports such as tea, rubber and coconut have
declined. We should restore and improve on our earlier
performance.
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Our garment industry has done well. We should
explore new markets for export in different fields. Our
Embassies could play an effective role in identifying such
markets. We should enter markets close by. I had earlier
urged that India was very much in need of various types
of pulses and that we should produce such pulses in large
quantity and export same to India. That could indeed be a
large market.

We do not seem to appreciate the value of our being
an Island surrounded by the sea. We do not seem to be
fully exploiting our fisheries resources. Properly
developed and properly utilized this resource should be
one of our biggest exports. We have several lagoons in
many parts of this country. We have several lagoons in
the Eastern Province particularly in Batticaloa. We do not
seem to be exploiting these resources at all. This together
with our maritime fisheries is an area that needs careful
study and the evolution of programmes of action aimed at
export. I do think that there is much potential for export in
this area.

We should take lessons from other countries that have
developed. Take for example Singapore. After Singapore
attained independence, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, the Prime
Minister, stated that he wanted to develop Singapore on
the model of Sri Lanka. He was so happy with the
development taking place in Sri Lanka at that point of
time. Where has Singapore gone and where are we today?
I do not think that our per capita income is equal to one
tenth of that of a Singaporean.

Germany was a country, Sir, devastated by the war. In
fact, Germany was divided into four parts. One part was
controlled by the United States of America; one part by
the United Kingdom; one part by France and one part by
USSR. The country was divided into four parts.
Sometime later, the three parts controlled by the USA, the
UK and France came together and the Russian part and
the part controlled by the Western powers remained
separate for a long period of time. There was the Berlin
Wall which came down only about one and half decades
ago dividing East Germany and West Germany. Today
how extensive is the development they have achieved?

Japan was destroyed by the war. Japan developed after
the war. Today, these countries are amongst the biggest
economies in the world. Sir, they are not miracles. They
are success stories. Commitment to principles and values,
intelligent planning, firm implementation, commitment to
progress and success are the reasons for the success in
these countries. That, Sir, is patriotism. Patriotism is not
promoting exclusion, division and tension within the
country so as to survive politically and in the process,
derive the maximum personal benefits. This country can
be turned around and made a different country. What is
required is commitment, honesty and hard work. Our
services need to be revamped. Firstly, the Public Service.
The Public Service seems to have lost its way. The will to
perform at optimum efficiency seems to be absent.
Whether this is due to politicization and the Public
Service being divided into camps, I do not know. That
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there has been political meddling is a fact. There is a need
to re-energize the Public Service by inculcating in them a
sense of duty to the country. Some remedial action needs
to be taken. It should not be merely cosmetic. There
needs to be deep introspection and the formulation of a
programme through which they can be reactivated to
serve the country. The Public Service is an important and
a valuable instrument in Government activity. We can
allow it to further deteriorate only at our own peril. The
same applies to the Police Service. The Police Service
needs to be transformed into a service committed to
observance of the rule of law. Here again, there needs to
be an action plan to enlighten them in their duty by the
country and their obligation to uphold the rule of law.
Politicization has been a malady here too. If the country
is to take a new direction politicians too must realize that
they should not impede progress in that new direction by
interfering with institutions that should function
independently.

Education and health are two vital sectors in any
country. It is not merely sufficient to say that we provide
free education and free health. That is undoubtedly
appreciated, but we need to also provide quality
education and quality health. I am not for a moment
suggesting that the services in these areas are bad, but
there is definitely room for improvement, particularly in
the rural areas. Inadequacy of financial resources could
be the reason for insufficient allocations, but if the
country is to move towards real progress it is imperative
that education and health services must at least be as
good as they need to be and the Government should bear
this in mind as a very important component in the new
direction that this country proposes to take.

We also need to examine whether the standards of
teaching in our schools have dropped. Do we need to
restructure present procedures pertaining to recruitment,
training, conditions of service and even emoluments to be
able to have a more competent and committed Teachers’
Service? I am not for a moment seeking to blame
anybody, but it is a question that has consistently arisen
in my mind, as to whether the standards of teaching have
dropped. We remember our teachers and our days in
school. And we know how committed our teachers were,
how much we gained from them. Our students need to be
provided with the best educational facilities if the country
is to do well in the future. Investment on the future
generations is the best investment we can make for the
future. And we have to address that issue in a practical
way. I think, Sir, we should concentrate on the well-being
of our students. Our university education needs to be
diversified so as to stop producing unemployable
graduates and to produce graduates for whom there will
be a demand. Vocational training and technical education
is another important sphere. If there is foreign direct
investment, development and production, we will need a
substantial work force with necessary skills and we
should prepare for that eventuality by providing our
youth with the necessary opportunities to acquire those
skills.

I want to refer to some areas where, in terms of the
Hon. Finance Minister’s Speech, we import at
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considerable cost various items which can be produced
locally. On the importation of sugar we spend US Dollars
250 to 400 million. On the importation of food products
and agriculture-related needs we spend approximately Rs.
200 billion annually. We import at considerable cost
81,000 metric tons of milk powder.

We are a small country and we should be able to
produce with proper planning all the food items we need.
The state of our economy is such that we should try
through local production to avoid such imports. This is
within our capacity.

We need to promote tourism. It is an area with
potential for much development. Our beaches and cultural
sites have proved to be an attraction. We need to attract
quality tourism, tourists who are big spenders.

I wish to say a few words, Sir, about the North and the
East. It has been a much neglected area for a long time,
both before the war and after the war. Resettlement on
their lands from which they were displaced in the entirety
of the North and the East, whether it is Jaffna, Mannar,
Vavuniya, Kilinochchi, = Mullaitivu  Trincomalee,
Batticaloa or even Ampara, is a prerequisite, is a
necessity. Rehabilitation, housing, livelihood including
farming on their own land, fishing, animal husbandry,
livestock development, should be fully accomplished in
2017. The deprivation and suffering of these affected
people cannot be a continuing phenomenon. People are
tired of waiting patiently with expectation and now want
things to happen. Of the 18 Tamil Members of Parliament
elected from the North and the East, 16 are from the
Tamil National Alliance, which is more than 90 per cent.
Having been eclected by the people to represent them,
though we are not in the Government, we want to and are
willing to work with the Government to accomplish the
task that I just outlined. We would like the Government to
formulate a programme of work to accomplish that task. I
am happy that at least the Leader of the House is here. He
is a person with a sympathetic ear. I think the
Government needs to formulate a comprehensive
programme of work for the North and the East and the
Government needs to work with the elected
representatives of the people, 16 of them from my Party,
in order to be able to accomplish that task. We insist that
this happens, and we will take every step that we can to
ensure that such a programme of work is started early. It
is a task that we cannot ignore any longer; we will play a
constructive role in it.

We would also wish tangible progress in the matter of
the resettlement of the Muslim people in the North. At a
conference with Muslim Civil Society members of the
North held recently, it was decided that representatives of
the Muslim community, an official representative of the
Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement
and Hindu Religious Affairs, together with an official
representative of the Chief Minister of the Northern
Province would work together in order to overcome
difficulties and thereby assist in the resettlement of the
Muslim people displaced from the North. This is also a
matter that needs urgent action. There seems to be a
grievance amongst the Muslim people that they have been
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neglected. I do not think that grievance should continue
because it is the policy of the Tamil National Alliance and
also of the Tamil people that the Muslim people who
were displaced from the North should return and that they
should be resettled on their lands with all facilities.

I want to say few words about Trincomalee, which is
my constituency and my district, which I have had the
privilege of representing in this Parliament for a long
period of time. There has been Rs. 1000 million allocated
for a Trincomalee District development programme.
Meaningful development would be development of the
people, development of their quality of life: housing,
resettlement, rehabilitation, restoration of livelihood;
facilities and equipment for the restoration of livelihood;
fishing, farming, livestock development, animal
husbandry, small industries, cottage industries, medium-
scale industries. This is what we need.

I want to refer Sir, to two large irrigation schemes
which have much potential in Trincomalee. One scheme
is called Peraru, in the North of Trincomalee, where a
substantial amount of water flows into the sea and the
water is not utilized. All the lands in that area are largely,
as we call in Tamil, “Manawari Lands”, depending upon
rain-fed cultivation. We should provide those lands with
irrigation facilities in which event they can be cultivated
in both seasons.

The other scheme, I want to refer to, is a scheme
called, “Kalarippu”, in the South of Trincomalee, in
Verugal Eachchilampattu area, where again a substantial
amount of water flows into the sea. If that water is
utilized, several thousands of acres of lands presently
under “Manawari Cultivation”, rain-fed cultivation, can
be irrigated and the people will be able to cultivate for
two seasons. This would lead to the quality of life of
several thousands of families in these areas improving in
a very substantial way.

These two schemes have been in the pipeline for a
long period of time. For one reason or another they have
not been implemented. I think, with this money allocated
for development of Trincomalee, these two schemes must
be given priority and the work must be undertaken. We
would impress upon the Government - in fact, I would
persuade the President and the Prime Minister, the
President is also in charge of the Mahaweli Development
and major irrigation schemes - that these two schemes
are a priority. They have been pending for a long period
of time. In fact, I spoke about Peraru in this Parliament
when I came here for the first time in 1977. On account of
the war, on account of the conflict, on account of the
disturbed situations, things have not taken off. But it must
happen now. Before the end of 2017, we want to make
substantial progress in these two areas.

Another area of concern in Trincomalee Sir, is coast
conservation. There are some vital parts of Trincomalee
town and its suburbs facing the grim possibility of early
destruction by sea erosion. I wish to identify those areas:
Division No.10, Thirukadaloor, Manthottam, Veera
Nagar, Palla Thottam and Salli. These are coastal areas,
which are facing the grim possibility of destruction as a
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result of sea erosion. A substantial amount of expenditure
is required to save these areas where thousands and
thousands of families live and we must ensure that we are
able to complete that work and that these people are safe
in those areas and they are able to carry on living in those
areas.

Before I conclude Sir, I want to refer to a segment of
our society which needs the care and attention of all of us.
I refer to the poorer segment of society. I noticed that the
Minister of Finance in his Speech has reduced prices of
seven items which have been detailed in his Speech. He
has also tabled a list indicating reduction of prices of
several items between January, 2015 - the price that
prevailed then - and November, 2016 - the prevailing
price now. There are reductions, though not very major,
in regard to many items. All these things Sir, nevertheless
seem to be quite minimal, compared to the extreme
hardships undergone by weaker sections of society. I do
not want to specifically refer to any recent actions on the
part of Government in this regard.

I do realize the difficulties faced by the Government,
which inherited an economy reeking with debt. However,
whatever the difficulties faced by the Government maybe,
it should not impose greater burdens on poorer segments
of society. Our efforts should always be to alleviate their
sufferings. Indirect taxation, Sir, largely impacts on the
poorer sections of society. All of us have a responsibility
not to harass and thereby alienate the poorer segments of
society. We cannot and we should not be insensitive to
their difficulties. Those segments of society which are
better off, can be called upon to bear greater burdens.
They can afford to bear those burdens and will not suffer
pain as much as the poorer sections of society will have to
bear when they are called upon to bear burdens that they
cannot afford to bear.

There is an air of disquiet and discontent in the
country pertaining to the economic plight of the poorer
segments of society. This is an issue which needs to be
addressed urgently. I would urge the Hon. Minister of
Finance and the Government to consider this issue before
this Budget reaches a state of finality.

We are hoping Sir, that this country will shortly have a
new Constitution which has been a dire need in this
country and which had been elusive for a long period of
time. It must be a Constitution that is substantially
acceptable to all segments of Sri Lankan society, to all
sections of Sri Lankan society within the framework of a
united, undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka where all Sri
Lankans whether they are Tamils, Muslims, or Sinhalese
will be able to call themselves “Sri Lankans” with a sense
of pride and honour and be Sri Lankans in the true sense
of the word without in any way forgoing their identity,
their cultural identity, their linguistic and religious
identity as distinct people.

Thank you.
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Hon. Minister, you have only five more minutes.
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The time is flying. Okay. I will get on with it quickly.
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(wrewryllg Guaselst Lrds sallemert ojeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Next, the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)

Sir, the Hon. Johnston Fernando is not coming. &n@ed
D EDS Ol 85308 24 BedmHDo.
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(reryllg Gudsseist LUrsls sallFreari oyeuisser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Then you have 18 minutes.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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@G @BE 868 083De® s
(oressrflg sl allrrey sriflweusFid)
(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is the point of Order, Hon. Minister?
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(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam)
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(oresstyll @ Fhdlo &wGas)

(The Hon. Chandima Gamage)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(wrewryll@ Guwdbseflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Chandima Gamage, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Chandima Gamage)
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(wrewryll g Guaselst Lrds sallemert ojeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
There is no point of Order in it.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up. - [Interruption.] The
next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Your time is over. What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Twenty minutes Brigssir Gudull s Slesins T Eeir.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
No, I have been given 25 minutes.
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(wrewyll@ Gudseflsr Urdls sallereri ojeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

No, no. You have been given only 15 minutes and
with the time allotted to the other Hon. Member, you have
already been given 18 minutes. Now, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara, you may commence
your speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

No, no. ©6; ®=s35n®,, your time is over.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara - Minister of Women
and Child Affairs)
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, in my speech
during the Budget Debate for the year 2016, I emphasized
that both a lasting political solution and immediate
actions to redeem our people from their long suffering are
important. We were told that a donor conference would
be convened in Japan to address the immediate concerns
and we were hoping for some positive push in post-war
recovery of our provinces.

A year ago, the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of
Finance, in his 2016 Budget Speech announced that he
was extremely mindful of the grievances of the war-
affected areas and recognized that people of the North
and the East have been requesting for basic facilities for
the past seven years and the donor conference will
enhance the rehabilitation of the North and the East.

So, now a year has passed and the donor conference
did not happen; the Government has even closed down
the Resettlement Authority itself. The budgetary
allocation for accelerated resettlement has now been
reduced by Rs. 5 billion for the year 2017 and the capital
allocation to the Ministry of Resettlement has been
reduced by Rs. 10 billion.
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If we look at the outcome of the year 2016, only 2,382
families were resettled in the Jaffna District, whereas still
10,458 families need to be resettled. At this rate, it will
take another five years to complete the resettlement in
Jaffna, even if we had the same Budget as last year.
Similarly, it will take more than two years for the
remaining families to be resettled in Mannar. What
message does this send to us?

Today, I want to speak exclusively on behalf of the
war-affected vulnerable people of the North and East.
They have been at the receiving end of all the misaligned
livelihood development initiatives, complex and
sometimes conflicting policies and procedures, and the
bureaucracy. The biggest problem was, there being no
ownership or responsibility for the ineffectiveness of all
the livelihood initiatives. There was no resettlement
policy or standard. It had been free for all to carry out
unsustainable livelihood programmes resulting in
continuous  handouts and  welfare  destroying
communities’ resilience to get back on their feet. This
situation cannot continue.

Piecemeal isolated initiatives which are uncoordinated
and carried out by diverse people with diverse agendas
became a waste of money, time and efforts of already
depleted human resources.

This must be interpreted, not only as a waste of
national resources; it also has further marginalized the
people who were desperately awaiting to get back on their
feet again. There has been no major change to the framed
condition required to create sustainable livelihood.

The war-affected, the most vulnerable, were seriously
inflicted on further pain by unscrupulous microcredit
vultures with no concern for further trauma and agony
piled up on the people who were already traumatized for
many years. The interest rates for these microcredit
facilities ranged from 20 per cent to over 60 per cent with
no mercy when it comes to repayment. We do not have
the statistics of the number of suicides caused by these
vultures.

We applaud the Hon. Minister for his initiative to
establish a Consumer Financial Protection Authority -
CFPA. This was a long overdue but the Hon. Minister
has now acted.

These people were vulnerable, easy pickings and such
practices should not continue with them. These vulnerable
people were listed in the CRIB not giving them any
chance of participating in livelihood ventures ever again.
We would like to thank the Hon. Minister for taking steps
to restore their capacity to engage in economic activities
by placing restrictions on CRIB not to provide the credit
history of loans less than Rs. 500,000.

Now, I will come to the rest of the initiatives in the
Budget for the year 2017 to create one million jobs in the
rural areas. We are very much encouraged by the shift and
focus in approach and the emphasis made in unleashing
the engine of growth in the private sector. We propose to

encourage Micro and SME businesses with the view to
creating sustainable rural jobs for the war-affected
people.

The Hon. Minister of Finance said in his Budget
Speech, I quote:

“We will formulate a cohesive policy to facilitate an equitable and

inclusive level of social development in Sri Lanka. Social inclusion
is a matter of prime concern and the participation of the entire
population in the journey for development is a noble objective
being ‘a society for all’. Accordingly, ‘accelerating growth with
social inclusion’ forms the broader theme of the 2017 National
Budget”.

We are glad and applaud the theme of the 2017
National Budget. We are people, who were continuously
marginalized and discriminated by every measure
imaginable and we very much welcome this Budget
themed, “Accelerating Growth with Social Inclusion."
However, the question must be, how will this be
implemented?

We fully agree that the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces need to feel that there is social inclusion. Due
to the Colombo-centric centralized top-down actions of
the past several decades; authority, responsibility,
accountability and State institutional structures have all
been muddled up and have mainly become dysfunctional
and unproductive. We needed to develop a novel
mechanism to ensure there is input and ownership and the
provinces are empowered to achieve social inclusion.

Centralized development plans on national averages
will not be effective in the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces. They are at a totally different level of
economic and social maturity. They will not be able to
participate in most of the initiatives developed in such a
manner. They must get back on their feet first, before
they could participate in any serious development agenda,
such as, becoming a beneficiary of "Asian Growth
Story." The basic requirement to benefit from such
regional growth is the competitive capacity and maturity
of our local economy and its potential linkages. We have
been denied the opportunities to even get back on our
feet, but now we are expected to be competitive and take
advantage of this “Asian Growth Story."

We say very clearly that we are not looking at such
prospects negatively. However, we are only asking for a
fair chance and space to get ready not just to participate
and benefit, but to defend our ability to survive as equal
members of this country navigating through all the
complexities including that of the global economy.

This year, the Hon. Minister of Finance said in his
Budget Speech, I quote:

"We will continue to progress in the noble endeavour to
strengthen democracy, fundamental rights, reconciliation and
development for lasting peace, freedom and national integration.
Fundamentally, the country is guided by a new vision of lasting
peace, built on mutual respect and dialogue. To cement this process,
we have formulated an ambitious reforms agenda encompassing all
major spheres including social, political, economic and
international relations."
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The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, Member of Parliament,
in his speech said last week that he had met the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake, the Minister of Finance, ahead of the
Budget presentation, with a detailed proposal for the
North and the East with regard agriculture, fisheries and
animal husbandry. He also added, “Those three together
are the main livelihoods of our people. People have to get
back on their feet. I am deeply saddened that those
proposals have not been considered." This does not bode
well with the Minister’s statement that he is being guided
by a new vision of lasting peace built on mutual respect
and dialogue.

The Hon. Minister of Finance further said in his
Budget Speech, I quote:

"The medium term strategy of the government is focused on
generating one million employment opportunities, enhancing
income levels, development of rural economies, ensuring ownership
of'land to rural and estate sector working class, the middle class and
the public sector employees, thus creating a strongly vibrant much
wider middle class. Strong emphasis on all policies and programs
will be placed on the alleviation of poverty in all manifestations
beginning 2017.

We very much welcome such initiatives. Our people
need something to hold on to and some hope of
recovering from their long-suffering lives.

So, we now want to focus on the implementation. We
are very much used to hear a lot of what we want to hear
or simply the words never been implemented or dragged
on until we give up.

The Hon. Minister said, I quote:

"Strong emphasis on all policies and programs will be placed on the
alleviation of poverty in all manifestations beginning 2017."

We would like to know what these policies are and
who is developing the policies for the Northern and the
Eastern Provinces?

The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of Finance,
further said, I quote:

"Hon. Speaker, we have continued to address issues pertaining to
the Northern and Eastern Provinces on separate basis in the past. I
wish to lay emphasis on the fact that the government is committed
to eliminate existing socio-economic gap between North and East
with the rest of the country by 2020."

Sir, the post-war socio-economic environments and its
developments in the Northern and the Eastern Provinces
have been hampered for several decades and I fully agree
that it should be approached on a separate basis. My
question is, what is this basis and who is deciding this
basis; why not ask the people who are affected, what such
basis should be; why not consult the very people with
whom you say that the Government is taking noble
endeavour to achieve lasting peace, built on mutual
respect and dialogue and when will such dialogue take
place?

208Ee@sIndD
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We need local civil society actors, who would
professionally deal with these in facts and knowledge-
based manner, make submission on behalf of our
provinces and be engaged and heard by the central
planning body. Such capacity must be developed as a
matter of urgency so that we get an opportunity to make
this “noble endeavour” of social inclusion a reality.

The problems of these provinces at the grass-roots
level cannot be understood by sitting in offices in
Colombo. It must be gained by sitting in the war-affected
villages and speaking to the war-affected people who are
mostly vulnerable. Otherwise, their needs would only be
interpreted by people who are centrally located and they
will conceive solutions from privileged positions
removed from the realities of life with a centralized
control mindset.

The Hon. Minister emphasized the fact that the
Government is committed to eliminate the existing socio-
economic gap between the North and the East with the
rest of the country by 2020. I thank the Hon. Minister for
recognizing this socio-economic gap in the first place.
We would also like more data and information of these
gaps so that we could develop programmes that are
specific to resolving key issues.

The first step in any post-conflict development
strategy is a holistic and comprehensive post-conflict
sustainable development policy framework developed in
a participatory manner, empowering people and
encouraging ownership. If there is no ownership for
recovery and economic developments at the local level,
effectiveness of initiatives carried out to create
sustainable livelihood will be questionable and will
certainly lead to economic disempowerment and social
injustice. The issues are unique in each affected district of
the North and the East. Opportunity for a bottom-up
planning is critical for such endeavours to be effective
and it should contribute to what this country needs to
achieve and is trying to achieve.

We assure that we will fully cooperate and support
such actions with the help of professionals who are ready
to engage and make this a reality. Our people have
suffered long enough. Even though we are disappointed
that the donor conference did not take place last year, we
are once again prepared to stretch our hands in a positive
and progressive manner.

Let us engage professional civil society organizations
who have the capacity to represent the war-affected
vulnerable people in a professional and socially
responsible manner, to air and express local views on
economic affairs and empowerment challenges. Such
civil society actors can and must play a serious role and
national and international peers must build their capacity
and assist to engage and empower them. This would
signal the very first level of gesture to give positive and
productive view on the trajectory of the journey towards
peace.

Last week the Hon. Prime Minister said that
consensus has been reached to a great extent to devolve
power, however, the continuing centralized Colombo -
Centric administration and control will not give the signal
for people to start feeling that peace and reconciliation is
taken seriously.
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The Hon. Minister of Finance said that the income of
the majority of the 2.5 million engaged in agriculture is
around Rs.25,000 per month and is less than the average
income in the country of Rs.41,000 per month. Let us take
Kilinochchi and Mullaithivu, the population of which is
with the recent internally- displaced returnees who are
96.7 per cent and 98.2 per cent respectively. I dare to say
the income of the majority of those engaged in agriculture
would be around Rs.15,000 and certainly far from
Rs.41,000 per month which is the national average
income.

As a part of decentralized development, Hon. Finance
Minister has allocated Rs.1,000 million to improve rural
sanitation facilities, agro-based industries, agriculture
support services, et cetera in the Southern Province. The
same amount has been allocated for Jaffna for a vertical
building for mixed development which will include office
space, recreational facilities and entertainment facilities.
We believe this is an expression of Colombo-centric
views offered as a solution to a war-affected economy and
kindly request the Minister to reallocate this to rural
sanitation and sustainable livelihood development of the
Northern Province.

A great view from Jaffna town is totally different to
that from the other districts of the Northern Province,
however tall it may be. Was there an environmental study
done to assess the impact of this project on the quality of
drinking water, water resources and underground
aquifers? We need to understand the kind of challenges
that we have to face due to the environmental
degradations caused by such ill-conceived projects on the
day-to-day life of our people.

Our people cannot even participate in the economic
process in constructing such buildings. We do not have
the capacity or a single local company that can employ
local personnel and construct such buildings. The entire
high-rise building will be built with external resources
including all labour with hardly any social advancement
or economic stimulation. We want development.
However, we want development that is appropriate to the
environment and we need to restore our communities
before we could start development.

Similarly, the socially inappropriate 65,000 houses
that was thrust down to the war-affected provinces where
the local people are unable to participate in the
construction, has no linkages to social advancement or
economic stimulations. Such insistence of top-down
initiatives ignoring local views signals the Colombo-
centric views and controls and do not fit well for
expression of social inclusion.

There is also a lot of confusion as to what peace is.
We say, peace is when the war-affected people are
standing on their feet again and are at peace with
themselves. Once these people are at peace with
themselves, there will be a wider peace.

We view the Trincomalee District Development
Programme, “Siri Sara Pivisuma” initiated by His
Excellency the President involving the Triforces and the

Civil Defence Force and other stakeholders as one of the
most insensitive to say the least. Why would a district
development be carried out directly by an Executive
President? If you must involve the Triforces in something
useful, then why not deploy them in districts that did not
experience the 30 years of war with them. What does this
say about devolution of power? We suffered bad
experience and treatments in the previous administration
and in some cases this is being repeated under “good
governance” government.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, this Budget is a
welcome departure from the traditional budgets that
focussed only on welfare. This Budget aims to create
sustainable and enabling business environment for the
micro and small and medium enterprises and have the
capacity to create rural employment opportunities.
However, for these to be effective, budget
implementation will be the key.

The Hon. Finance Minister proposes to appoint a
committee constituting of members from both the private
and public sector to oversee budget implementation and
execution. We believe that we need to have
representatives from the provinces that have the lowest
GDP too, so that they could ensure achieving the
government’s target for these provinces for 2020. This
could even work as monitors of implementation and
feedback mechanism.

Sir, from the point of view of creating an environment
to help develop sustainable livelihood for the rural area
and creating jobs, we support most of the measures
addressing them. The nature of war-affected economy
requires flexible policies, framework and mechanisms to
convert these Budget measures to results. Business
incubation, mentoring and handholding will be the key to
achieve 2020 target for the lowest GDP provinces to be
as the rest of the provinces. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. @PSgI, Oseryey Lipesf
FlsTurd  euisst! 2 BisEhdsE UbgGl  BIOL BT
25155 ILL_(HeT6T6uT.

Before that, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri to the Chair?
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(The Hon. PalanyThigambaram - Minister of Hill Country
New Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI took
the Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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@0 S.00-.08. 08 Oum (bBm SO @Y
yBessId G gRImBHS)
(wrewsryflg  er.61.6TiD. Queme® - Cafw  EHewLLILTH

WHMILD HeVeOleRTES @) TTEY kIS HEDLFFIT)

(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - State Minister of National

Integration and Reconciliation)

Hon. Presiding Member, in the first instance, I heartily
congratulate the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake for presenting
his second Budget in this House as the 21st Minister of
Finance and this is the 71* Budget since 1947. In a most
befitting manner, I could describe it as a “Super moon
Budget.” The Proposals in the Budget will herald a new
era towards the economic prosperity of our country.

Our country is in the forward march to usher
economic revival and reconciliation and to build up a
strong nation. As the State Minister of National
Integration and Reconciliation, it gives me a great
satisfaction to observe that the Budget will give relief to
all sections of the population in this country. We must
build up a strong nation where the East and the West, the
North and the South will be one in all respects. Therefore,
Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, Malays, Burghers, Boras,
Memons, the Indian population and all other ethnic
groups will live together as one people. Then, we will feel
happy and contented as we belong to one family. This is
the dream of every one of us and to make this dream
come true, this Budget paves the way. I say this with
confidence because the second Budget of the "Yahapalana
Government" really boosts feeling and comfort among all
people in this country paving the way to make
reconciliation and social integration a reality.

The task of preparing a budget is not that easy. No
Minister of Finance in the recorded history had ever
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presented a budget to satisfy everyone. The legacy that
the previous Government had left us was a big yawning
gap of foreign loans and borrowings. If this burden is not
cast upon us, the Finance Minister would have felt quite
comfortable to present a budget giving much more relief
to the people.

Sir, the payment of Rs. 10,000 for Government
servants is a welcome move. This was promised at the
last General Elections and now it has been fulfilled. This
"Yahapalanaya" will not run away from problems, but
would make every endeavour to satisfy the day-to-day
needs or the requirements of the common man. Though
this pay rise is a huge burden on the indebted country, the
Government had upheld and honoured its election pledge.

The country in general and the public servants in
particular, must be ever grateful to His Excellency
President Maithripala Sirisena and the Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, the Prime Minister. In the run-up to the
Budget, the Minister of Finance, in his wisdom and
forethought, called on experienced leaders in this field
like Hon. Ronnie de Mel and Hon. Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga to obtain their advice and get
their blessings. This is a rare act of statesmanship shown
by a Finance Minister. He has gone further and consulted
the working class, the trade union movements and the
common people among others to get their opinion. This
makes the Budget very meaningful and gives satisfaction
to all. The Minister was thereby encouraged to give
priority to empower the people. This is a Budget seeking
to fulfil the aspirations of all people and to empower
them to march forward keeping their heads high.

The redeeming feature in the Budget is the price
reduction in dhal, potatoes, sprats, green beans, kerosene
and gas that would give relief to the common people. The
Proposal to provide free Tablets to 175,000 A/L students
and 28,000 A/L teachers from next year and the
allocation of Rs. 5,000 million for this project would help
the nation to keep abreast with the modern technological
advancement that is sweeping the whole world, even
though the increase in the Telecommunication Levy
would be a burden.

In the sports field, I welcome the move to allocate Rs.
250 million to develop cricket in 1,000 outstation
schools. This is a move in the correct direction as over
the years, Sri Lanka has made vast strides in the
cricketing world bringing glory to our nation, beginning
from the One Day World Cup, defeating the powerful
Australian Team in Lahore, Pakistan up to the whitewash
of Aussies in Tests at home recently and the victories
over Zimbabwe in Harare at present. But, please make
sure that the outstation schools in the North and the East
are beneficiaries of this allocation.

May I also remind the Hon. Members that the first Sri
Lankan to win a world championship was the late Mr.
M.J.M. Lafir, who gave a new image to our country by
winning the World Billiards Championship.

It is a healthy sign that the Hon. Minister has
proposed to augment the infrastructure of universities and
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privenas and the capacity development of the pirivena
teachers in this country. While agreeing with this
Proposal, I would also urge the Hon. Minister to take into
consideration the religious institutions and schools of
other ethnic communities and avoid possible allegations
of discrimination. Muslims have a long history of
conducting Ahadiya Schools purely based on Islamic
religious teaching.

Funds must be allocated for maintenance and
development of religious schools for minorities. In the
same manner financial assistance must be extended to
religious institutions and schools belonging to Christians
and Hindus. Since our Government is committed to treat
all communities equally, it is incumbent upon us to treat
them alike when giving monetary assistance. As the
Minister in charge of National Integration and
Reconciliation, I am duty-bound to stress upon this
matter.

I welcome the Proposal to allocate Rs. 250 million to
host the official Vesak festival of the United Nations next
year in our country. As a community, Muslims would
extend their fullest support to make this historic event a
success. In this regard, I recall the successful efforts taken
by one of our distinguished leaders, late Hon. Lakshman
Kadirgamar to convince the United Nations to declare the
Vesak festival a universal event.

At this moment of speaking on the Budget, I should
also bring to the notice of all Hon. Members that certain
misguided and evil elements are trying to disturb
communal harmony by making hate speeches, hurting the
religious susceptibilities of the Muslim community and
other minorities. We promised the nation at the last
Presidential and General FElection that what happened
during the previous regime will not be allowed to take
place under our Government. It is important to take
immediate action to stop all forms of hate speeches from
whatever community or persons directed at attacking or
humiliating any other community, persons or religious
dignitaries. Hate speeches are against the law and they are
criminal offenses. Police must take prompt action to deal
with the offenders. Police are now empowered under the
Government to act on their own. They do not need
approvals, except from the Hon. Attomey-General. If no
action is taken to stop hate speeches, the functions of my
Ministry of National Integration and Reconciliation will
be adversely affected.

To build up national harmony and social integration, I
firmly believe that speedy action should be taken even
under the existing laws to bring the culprits to book and
ease the tension prevailing in the country. Muslims have
always been an integral part of this nation and had been
throughout the history a loyal and patriotic community,
taking the side of the Sinhalese Kings to protect our
country from foreign domination from time to time. Great
names such as M.C. Abdul Rahuman, A.W. Abdul
Rahuman, Sir Mohamed Macan Markar, Hon. N.H.M.
Abdul Cader, Dr. T.B. Jayah, Dr. M.C.M. Kaleel, Sir
Razik Fareed, H.S. Ismail, Mudliyar M.S. Kariyapper and
Dr. Badiuddin Mahamud comes to my mind, and today I
pay my respect to all these national-minded great men
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who helped the majority community right along to
safeguard our sovereignty, integrity, self-respect and
freedom - the fruits of which we are enjoying so much
today.

Thank you.

[5.42p.m.]

@0 e8l88 a8 wBY OPYEzN s
(orevsrflg QFuil’ 968 swramlic QersvrssrT )
(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, the 71% Budget for 2017
presented to this House by the Hon. Minister of Finance
upholds the truest reasoning behind the formation of this
National Government of “Yahapalanaya”. That is, to
create a united front towards the creation of a new
economic and social order for Sri Lanka through
sustainable and meaningful growth.

This National Government has delivered laudable
progress just in its first year, and this Budget is testament
to the Government’s commitment towards continuing
such progress effectively, serving our citizens and our
country with the intention of building a better, stronger
tomorrow.

Sir, I wish to highlight as to how the implications of
this Bill, when approved, will directly affect and
empower the people of the Eastern Province and
especially, those in my electorate of Batticaloa.

As a cross-section of the populace is engaged
primarily in agricultural activities, I applaud and firmly
stand behind the line items pertaining towards
development of the industry. I commend the Proposal to
encourage forming farmer cooperatives and the adoption
of the out-grower model of “small producer-large
purchaser” to facilitate an improved and seamless
integration of the value chains.

The Proposal to allocate Rs. 300 million to create a
Dedicated Economic Centre in the Eastern Province
enabling farmers and SMEs to showcase their products
will create opportunities for trade and employment
generation for at least 1,000 people.

Moreover, I sincerely commend rehabilitation and
amalgamation of the “Kithul” and “Rugam” Tanks to
create a bigger reservoir for irrigation and for flood
mitigation in Batticaloa. This has been a long-felt need of
the farming community in Batticaloa and I am proud to
state that it is by this Government that the need of the
hour of farmers’ in my electoral district has been met.

Hon. Presiding Member, with Batticaloa being
renowned for its fishing commodities, I am very familiar
with the debacles faced by my constituents in the fishing
communities. Hence, I commend the Government’s
recognition of the potential of export-increment through
value addition including canning and processing.
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The Proposal to allocate Rs. 500 million to promote
Aquaculture Industry Zones in Batticaloa is testament to
that and further, allocation to improve livelihood facilities
in fishing villages in ten coastal districts including
Batticaloa is well received.

I highly commend the Proposal to grant incentives to
companies that make investments into the Eastern
Province, such as the Proposal to provide 100 per cent
capital allowance for businesses which make investments
in the Eastern Province of over US Dollars 3 million and
generate new employment opportunities for 250 people
and the Proposal to provide a three or five-year 50 per
cent tax holiday for business which will create 500 or 800
new employment opportunities respectively.

With cessation of hostilities, the Eastern Province is a
new haven for tourism providing a new untapped arena in
the area of economic growth. The recent past has seen the
development of tourist corridors in Pasikudah,
Kuchchaveli and Arugam Bay and has brought in an
influx of tourist-based investments.

I highly endorse the Proposal towards encouraging
MICE tourism exhibition centres in Batticaloa on a PPP
basis.

Further, I commend the Proposal for allocating Rs.
300 million towards providing scholarships and
incentivising skills development of youth who are keen to
join the hospitality industry catering to the void in skilled
personnel currently prevalent thereby increasing
employment opportunities and further infrastructural
development in the region.

I am pleased to note, Sir, the Budget Speech states that
the Government will implement steps to transform and
upgrade the development in the Eastern Province for
tourism industry as there presently is a requirement for
recreational and accessibility options to be provided for
tourists who are keen on travelling to the region.

This Government’s Budget clearly depicts education
as centric in its development model. Its proposed
investments address the issue of poor infrastructure for
which it has allocated Rs. 7000 million. For teacher
training, its allocation was Rs. 700 million and for
curricula development and smart class rooms, it has
allocated Rs.10,000 million more importantly.

Sir, in conclusion, I would like to say that people in
the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka, those in the districts of
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Ampara, are a populace of
simple, yet dedicated and hardworking. These farmers,
fishermen and small business owners are domiciled in the
only Province in Sri Lanka that truly represents an
accurate cross-section of this country’s ethnic diversity.

@O §Roew00:e) O5IE e

(wrewTyll@ HeweVeLGTHIGLD 2 milillesi jeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

It is that pre-requisite of living alongside fellow
brothers and sisters of diverse array of backgrounds and
beliefs that strengthened the ideologies of unyielding
resilience to the freedoms of democracy even in our
nation’s darkest days.

I wish to remind this House that these freedoms we
enjoy today were under attack in various forms in the
past. Our country’s history has shown the world that we
are a band of strong people; people who are resilient and
people who are steadfast in our commitment to
democracy, good governance, and to the freedoms that
couple such. It is thereby important to cherish these
freedoms and move onwards in reconciliation without
tolerating those who discriminate, as we are all united
citizens of one nation.

Thank you.

@0 o200 O5IFneo

(orenTLLll@ SemevemWSTHIGD 2 mirifleTi Sjeuigeir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bgwd, ©0 vy Gr®x¥¢sY SWmo.

[5.49p.m.]

DO 0T Gr@BNELT Bwmo

(omessTLll@ S)BISE 6T F)TTLOHTH6T)

(The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan)

Thank you Hon. Presiding Member. A country's
budget is not just a collection of numbers, but also an
expression of our values and aspirations and an action
plan to convert vision into reality. The vision of our
leadership is clearly visible - to propel Sri Lanka to be a
strong high-income economy in the Asian region; whilst
in the medium term, focusing on generating one million
employment opportunities and enhancing income levels,
development of rural economies and ensuring land
ownership.

The approach is to recover from the past and reach the
vision of becoming a green, innovation-based economy
while providing relief. As a result, the 2017's expected
budget deficit will be 4.6 per cent, down from 5.4 per
cent in the year 2016. The reduction in the budget deficit
is expected to slow down the rate of increasing national
debt, and hence it may lead to a lesser percentage of
national income being spent on debt and interest
payments.

The Sri Lankan people elected and entrusted this
Government the task of improving a challenged
economy, a huge unemployment and getting the Sri
Lankan economic machine working again. Under the
leadership of His Excellency President Maithripala
Sirisena and the Hon. Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, this Government has been able to
change the direction and set course towards a new
horizon, a better future. Our country's profile has gained
tremendously in the international arena and His
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Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena has done so
much to regain and rebuild broken relationships. However
the task is far from complete, but the actions show
genuine intentions.

After decades of political cynicism amongst the two
major political parties in Sri Lanka, the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party and the United National Party, the two
main parties of this country have not only come together
to form a National Government but also jointly proposed
a national budget with the best of both ideologies. This is
indeed a treat and a new experience to us as Sri Lankans.
This Budget focuses on a number of issues such as
agriculture, manufacturing, tourism, entrepreneurship,
investments, education, infrastructure development and
innovation. This way, the economy built on a number of
sectors is more stable, more dependable and is less
vulnerable to surprises.

Sir, as I have mentioned before in this Parliament, for
generations we have looked up to the first world countries
and have always wanted to be like them and be one of
them, but it has mostly been talking about catching up to
them without any realistic long term plans based on our
strengths and opportunities. I believe that trying to
replicate decade-old models that brought success to them
is not the way forward. I do not believe that we can
achieve our dreams by doing what they did 30 - 50 years
back or by working only with our traditional industries.
No, we as a country need new strategies, new models,
new industries and we need to plan ahead today and we
have to find our success in our own way.

This Budget wunlike previous budgets sees a
revolutionary new direction on the concentration of fund
allocation towards Science, Technology and Innovation. I
am a firm believer of digital revolution. The power of
connectivity,  integration,  cognitive = computing,
application programme interfaces - APIs- big data have
disrupted many traditional businesses across the world
and are continuing to create new economic frontiers, new
industries, new business possibilities and opportunities.
This is the way forward for Sri Lanka. This is our time
and our opportunity to play a very crucial role in the
fourth industrial revolution. Land, buildings, capital and
traditional wealth will not make the next big economy of
the world. It will be based on knowledge capital, technical
products and global markets.

Though there is an ongoing discussion over Budget
cuts in education and health, in my opinion, the capital
expenditure versus recurrent expenditure is what really
matters. In the case of both education and health, I would
like to invite the Hon. Members of Parliament to analyze
the percentage increment in capital expenditure over the
decreases in recurrent expenditure as it is an important
key performance indicator. Capital investments that have
been proposed could lay the ground work for innovation
as well as productivity in the future. These investments
help drive growth thus enabling a more sustainable
economy.

Sir, I would like to take this opportunity to make a
quick request from our Minister of Health in the best
interest of our country. As I understand, for decades, our
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healthcare system has been investing on descriptive
“sickcare” instead of preventive and predictive care that
can not only generate savings but also a productive,
healthy nation that can contribute to the development. I
believe that digital health is the answer, and it is the way
to truly democratize healthcare in developing countries
such as Sri Lanka. I intend to discuss more on this subject
in the future debates.

®C YRoewsN5:ed 5T Fn®

(oressTyLll@ HeeVemLSTEHIGD 2 myliileri Sjeuigsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

OO o5y Ga®x%0esTY Owmo
(orevorLLll@ D|BISER 6T @)T Lo BT E60T)

(The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan)

Sir, give me two more minutes, please.

This Budget addresses the biggest problem that we are
facing in the North and other rural areas in the country.
That is the shortage of Science, Mathematics and English
teachers. Hence, there is a shortage of young eligible
candidates for jobs that require qualifications in Science,
Mathematics or English at the Advanced Level. This has
affected the North in a very bad way. For instance, the
basic entry qualification for nursing is Science at
Advanced Level. Since there are no entrants with this
qualification, the hospitals see a massive shortage in
nurses. This has affected the quality of healthcare in the
North. I have appealed at numerous times for a remedy to
this issue for a long time. I am now happy that my voice,
along with all these people from these affected regions,
has been finally heard.

OO w068 O5IFn@H

(oressTyLll@ HeeVemLSTEHIGLLD 2 mylifleri Sjeuiigsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, now wind up please.

OO o5y Ga®x%0esT Owmo

(orevorLLll@ DyBIsEg 6T @)T Lo T G60T)

(The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan)

Sir, I think I have got ten minutes and I have used
only five minutes by now.

The Proposal to give a 100 per cent subsidized loan of
Rs. 500,000 to students who wish to follow the Bachelor
of Education in Science, Mathematics and English will
encourage a lot of our students to get into these fields,
which will in turn benefit them to get into teaching in
these rural areas.

Sir, what stops the students of the Moratuwa
University from building the next facebook? What stops
the students of the Colombo Medical Faculty from
starting up a biotech company? What stops our
entrepreneurs from building the next Dollar Shave Club?
If we really analyze these businesses and their models,
we can see that they are built on knowledge. If we can
equip our young generation with the right knowledge,
right competences, this is the time for us to shine. For
decades, we have maintained an impressively high
literacy rate and it has generated benefits to the country,
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but let us now step it up and teach our students how to
code. That is the essential skill and literacy that is now in
demand.

To conclude, Sir, we must prepare our country, our
people, the infrastructure, education policies and
framework thinking of this future possibilities. I decided
to talk about future and the long-term programmes for the
specific reason that we cannot suddenly decide to become
an attractive place for investors and industries to come
and set up industries in the country. Therefore, I strongly
believe that preparing ourselves for the future
opportunities is very crucial. Let us work towards that.

Thank you.

@0 §Row00e) O5IBneH

(rewTyfl@ HeweVeLGTHIGLD 2 milillesTi Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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@G OwsIm Bernwm OWmo

(wrenTyfl@ wwbHs SFTHrLIss)

(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)
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1t being 6.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood

adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Friday, 18th November, 2016.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Friday 18th November, 2016 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of 27th October, 2016.



e31.A.

O Da8med gD Geenw wewr BORW BD108 mE ¥r M oY) 88 ST 8% BOunw enm BO168 we ¥n
&m0w O8 10180 Emen @m0, BOun (3 ecuBwn 050D ¥257ed wotdmdm edn e o O8w Gn®.

Gpliy

o mitiflert @mudll uglililh QeEilual oy Mewy Slhssnismens g Llrduiley Csafleursd &nlsg 9semerii Lilsny
SmsasiuLrs Urd HevL55 @)® eurrrisener ansirarl uFiurfilwmsdg jeniliyse GeuaiThib.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



53398 D&
eme® 5, esFdedsTenid), Boigsm 0, gom 163 ¢om ddimeed 883
c¥ed ylatB e¢uilimedsIined 883 ded ymnm w86 newsy
8c 8 om w».

e®® N2Yed) D8O www.parliamentlk @08 ¢ddewsy
OB DD,

aneTFTL. G| MlGems uilst Lilgdlsener
@)ev. 163, SmeviiLener afdl, QLTLCansTE&HTL, Gl&ET(pbL B0 e LohEIsTET
I TFTBIH SH6UD FewewTddaTdHBler Y rFrnis Cleuafluf(hiser o|aiaevsdhss0
uewTd CFISHIL1 GlLDHMIdCls TeiTareViD.

@bs ansrFTL HDPlbengssmw Www.parliament.Ik steniid @)swemruidsemd el hbg1
uglallmdaid ClaF i (Lpig ujLb.

Hansard Reports can be purchased from the Government Publications Bureau
at the Department of Government Information,
No. 163, Kirulapone Avenue, Polhengoda, Colombo 5.

This Hansard Report can be downloaded from
www.parliament.lk

& o el eon @cenlned®sined feans mom 2.



