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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,
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Yes, the Hon. Leader of the House.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

®0; Bewdss DONemn®B, OO0 e® 0m wwIed
20@8mews. & Ded® B0 eud 99 ced Bam® B8Eac
0 ®ed ©8HisBDIwr ¥ DO WOYH O
Beam . ¢Bs Dobmn 928l mIE Beadmda. g ©d 9BE
welenB OEn®r ewmg D100 BEIEC m0m ©wed
0 BO0w OO ©® ©C; wWDD @lB8ux mEe WOre
88dc Bgy mde, & mdm wwd ne @B Py O owe
8EACO 0®@n3C® o0 w1 B8O wd®ywMHEO ©3 ecws
enedD8. o®ime, e g8 IWMOTDWHO Shwo.
e®ex w® wICREBw Bedxmr. We have certain
principles in the Westminster System. Never has a
Chairman - [Interruption.] Hon. Deputy Speaker, we must
understand that there are certain traditions and practices in
the Commonwealth. The moment you become a Chairman
of an Oversight Committee, you have to keep your political
differences outside the Committee, and I know the Hon.
Sunil Handunnetti has conducted himself very honourably.
Until this moment, there has been no aspersions cast on him.
The fact that he left that day out of stress is also understood
by all of us. None of us have taken a political stand on this.
But, the right of certain Hon. Members to have differences
of opinion and that opinion to be reflected within the Report
is totally all right.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Your position is clear.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

So, my request is that these portions of differences
could go even to the extent of being expunged from
today’s Hansard in order to maintain the dignity of the
House. -[Interruption.] Otherwise, none of us, Hon.
Members - [Interruption.]
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Hon. Prime Minister.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister

of National Policies and Economic Affairs)
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are on an Oversight Committee system, not on a Select
Committee system. So, if we are going on the Oversight
Committee system, we must decide whether the Report is
going to embody all the views. I think that is the way.
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®6 Bewdes D506
(orenryflg Nrgld surprwsi jeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! [@@0 B38]-
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6 Berdss mO10EmR
(orenryfl@ rdld surprwsi jeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ©; s®izEHR@.

o6 BERS BB @wmo
(omerLyfl@ svgagLosT #liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That the Report be printed."

G E®eszd 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsorir BIGHLILIL (B) TMHMYS CIBTTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

D280 e WE B8 Bowlo mom &
Yends YFF_ 11111 _d B 1_ewemuli i’ 1 g.

Ordered that the Report be printed.

@6 Berdss mO150EmR

(orenryfl@ rdld surprwst jeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

O BILNGDH B85 eO® wd®HEes DD - [P
B8O

©S BS®aG Besarrwm Wm0

(orenryl @ of r@Lory gerprwds)

(The Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake)

oG Bewdds mOznemn®A, point of Order &=z
928u1 mOID Beadma.

®0; Bewds Orbe

(wrewsryfl@ Urdld FuTBTWST SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ©&; Bom@d Bewornwm OEFROA,
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©G BSOS Besarrwm Wm0
(worenryl @ of r@wry gerprss)
(The Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®6 Berdws G506
(orenryflg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

® BOEC ewavnwm N BHSo.

@6 OIFOS

(omessryLil@ 2_mitifleiseir)

(Hon. Members)

©® 80TTVewsT 8Dicwr CR @¢BIB.[Poid BHBO]

o6 eBEes ABaidc @vm

(oreTLyLll@ svFagLosit sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OG0 Bewd®s mOnemn®8, a8 o® 88acd DicwmO
83608,

®© G Bewdss 15062

(oreryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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@Iy

©G BSOS Besarrwm Wm0

(worenryl @ of r@wry gerprwss)

(The Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake)
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03 8Boed@Eiw BwEr Em ame, mde BeE OO
20OBn®e0nsy ¢ OB W ©(BE.

@0 OB E Bn®8Bon Dwmo
(oreryLfl@ remilsv allsalrvdnigs)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

298 8Seddcs.

STUPBSITIT.

rose.

@G Bewndss mSOI1zER)
(orenryfl@ Nrdld suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Prime Minister.

@6 OB E Sp@8ow Owmo

(omevsryLll@ Temiley alldalrvdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
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Ded 1 E BB (. [P BBO]

O Loty endilm Swvmo
(orevsrLll@ FCewrey @ 6mrauigenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSTTT.
rose.

®6 Berdss mSO106EmRS
(orenryfl@ Nrdld surprwsi Hjeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena.

©0 Lesvd edidm ®wm

(oreryflg HBevras @ smrouiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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®0 Bewdes G506
(orenryfl@ Nrgld surprwsi jeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OO BTN,

o6 BERS BB @wmo

(omerLyfl@ svgagLos liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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O|EDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe - State Minister of
International Trade)

298 8Secdes.

TUPBSITN.

rose.

@6 Beardss mO10EmR
(oreryfl@ rdld surprwst jeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!

@G 38D eEm B OB,

@S 38D edmnBon dwmo

(orenrLil@ Fefou Cramdnias)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

6 Bewd®s mDnemROAB, - [P B3O

@0 Bewdss mDr0e
(wrewsryfl@ Urdld FuTBTwST Sjeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!
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©G 48O B Dm0

(oreTyl@ Fefou Caerdlhiss)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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8OITTVewsl »OYR ®OBI® dcwxm Aeamds. COPE
»EYedE ©® @0 nsT WHO DD BOD, BHFBHCOE
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®© G Bewdss 15062

(oreryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@0eB. @8 0® v v sneniied duEded?,-

®6 1980 eEHBow Ovm

(wrevwnrlg sefou Caardlniss)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Let me finish. COPE 8800 m1¢dcs, COPE 8900y
y&E» »E g8, D1 PeHD 0® BOITVewsy & eSS
YR WeE eed¢ Bwuc. In ol aB80.:8men.
Beodversi® ©® 9Fcr 83550, [P0 B3®] Let me finish.
"e®m gl mEw V0L eENeDR, BFBHCOE vg OB OB,
eNeeR YR OB I »O »OWed Ew Wwidws"
Boc ©sBn® ©cwsl ®er. O0vd® onedd. &n
208Be®sIn Ddywoc, -

@G Bewndss HSOI1zEHR)
(oreryflg Nrdld suTpTLST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@wcB, w1 8Ea.

@6 880 eEnIBow Owm

(wrewrlg sefou Caardlniss)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

2BDEvees’® & ©w®asidewrsy ydm BIOO Ded®
COPE »8900 2957 mcdsim dC® Beds) 90 ©° 950
2R WO,

® G Bewdss 15062

(oreryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©® Wi BERCD 0o acwed 9e8ury, -[Ri BBO]
8B ©880 PBAE veTermIB PvO®S dm ©©
o® B8EReD wimdet mITH®.

®©0; BOE S¥BNW® DHEN

(orarflg LNwed rémrss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®0 Bewdss mONNGHDOB, d59®r RO On© Onozt
0250008 »OE emem PFTHDIW Bi . OBHEIO ©D 98
D5, OO 0 Emewr.

®G Bewdss mOD106RS

(orenryfl@ rdléd surprwsi Hjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

®0 IOE SNWH BR®, 00T 00 Deewsy gcwed
988ur mOTm Gewrs, e ©8 edm.

®5; BOE SFBNWGH DWwmn
(oraryflg LNwed répmiss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
0] Bewd®n ONBDHROA, -

®S; Bewrdes D106
(orenryfl@ Wrdléd surprwsi Hjeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@ BOE ST BH©o.

®5; BOE SFBNWGZH DWwmn

(oraryflg LNwed répmss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

@G Bewd®s »DnemR®B, ©1 L OBID ¢dEGd
CD 29 80xTVewsT @ RINSD 8OO BB
0. OO ewog D100 BEDE m00m wwed 0@idmews.
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omemIE) ©50ed&. & B © VIO 9500 DORe®ST ©®
CHE Bwmds. 0O owmig Omwd B8EAE 00w @wrd
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Beawery e® Bbeden ©0ITTRewsI e ®OsIesy
Bz O o EDOG.

®6 Bewdss e

(wrewsryfl@ Lrdld suTBTWST Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

If you are going to name one after the other, I cannot
run this Parliament.

OO BOE S¥mnBm Dvwmo
(oraryflg LNwed rémrwss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
That was started by Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe.

@6 Bewrd®s mO06Emn®
(orenryfl@ Nrgld surprwsi jeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

But he did not mention your name.
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©0 48O B Dm0

(oreTyl@ Fefou Caerdlhiss)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

®G Boewdes mSinemn®A, no name was mentioned.
-[Interruption.]

®©G; BOE S¥BNWGH Dvmo
(orarfl@ Lwed rémrwss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
®0; Bewd®s D0 50nemROB, O nO8 BDed, -

®© G Bewdss 15062
(orewryflg Nrdld sumrprwsi ojeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

®O 85IBNBDRD0.

o6 eBEes AB8adc @vm

(oreTLyLll@ svFagLosiT sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@S Bewdss mONNemROA, @8- [P BEO]

@6 880 eEnIBow Owm

(wrevwrLlg sefou Caardlniss)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

You are hearing it wrong. - [Interruption.]

o6 eBEes AB8aide @vm
(oreTLyLll@ svFagLosit sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Will you please sit down?- [Interruption.]

@G 1980 e Omo

(wrewTLilg Hefou Crardnis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Your name was not mentioned. - [Interruption.] Your
name was not mentioned. - [Interruption.]

©0 BER ABade Svmo

(omevsTL 0@ svFagLoeT FlifleTev6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@0 Bewdss N 50EDROB,- [ B3O

®© G Bewdss 15062

(wrewryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! - [Interruption.] Order, please!

O VYRS BBy EE @wmo

(orerLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

®©0; Bowdss »mOinemn®s, ©® COPE dexd
@8 Wmew 0008, HINE,- [P0 BB®] Will you please
let me speak? [@0 BE®] 66 Bewdss ®OrsNemROA,
O® 0® 8Ee®@xned mNEOE BDED,- [P BB®] ¢desz
©® 00 8EeOINEDE HBOE BOD, "wBAE veslomnrH
OEH®O emog D100 BEIC m0m ©¥0ed ©¥rsBm®
WO D" B 0@weg, O dem Dcd®mo BB
8OO 9denEE® yOTes wmdBHDE ¢slesy gBE
weemIE. [Pt BBO] 0@ nO8 gdewEE® BDeD.
28 I 8y I, [P BIO] @8 RSy WO,

®6 Berdss mSO106EmRS

(orenryfl@ Nrdld surprwsi Hjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ¢ ¢Dod §B» »Ogn e&wo-

@0 (§0Da8w) v ¢ 8D Owmo
(wrair i@ (svrBld) anias § fAsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

®0; Bewdss NGO, -

®0 Bewds Dr0e

(rewsryfl@ Lrdld FuTBTWST SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, if T allow you too, this
will go on.

@0 (§0Da8w) v ¢ 8D Owmo
(wreryflE (soTEd) apias & Asoveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Sir, give me just 30 seconds.

®G; Bewdes D506

(oreryfl@ rdléd surprwsi Hjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No, we cannot go on with this. e®izne®n®), @@= 905
DOBID. [@odd BBO]

e85y ®
LD&B)| &5 & 61T
PETITIONS

®0 Bewds Or0e

(rewsryfl@ Lrdld FuTBTwsST Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

O I8 DOB® Cwdm wmn - 58w B».

O VLR gamsIe Sed®isIm Swmo

(oreryfl@ evsager oyerhs el GgyLoreirer)

(The Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne)

©0T Bewdes mONeHROB, OO swn wewsy eufn®
7> 8EvsIO8.

(1) »ond cmen, DYWOBIE, OO ©6, esvn. 40/3 ¢
BOewd 880 0m.8.8. Jwmd esedch Owmenss
C1de evsIwnd;

2) 256 ¢n0, cFOEIV, OEDFD 396 W) B ewrd
880 0.0 @ot Busim Ouwmenst Cae
eunrye®; e

3B) owgs, DR, ewides 8, ezn. 210/11 ¢om»
BOewd 8.8 8m JosB BB8®is LHHSwewrsy
Ci1deH eund.

6 Berdss mO10EmR

(oreryfl@ rdld surprwst jeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@07 (353) anoBed Onmy 88 - 8 »».

988 mom ¢ esB® Owem esxe® 8Ede mom
80000 ;083 @329 &3 Howlw 0z GE.

FIOFLUNGHLIIL L 1059 FHEDETL] CIITSILOEDIS EAPaYdb&HTF FIL L 5%
1 1_ememuil_ i1 gy.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.



1191 2016 @fendad 28 1192

yEHORO DIdm 8EnS

lleTT & E1hd & suUTIICLHeD allewL &6l
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

®© G Bewdss 15062

(oreryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

g@dm gom 2 - 583/'16 - (1), ©c; §d&Bm vBSew Owmo.

DG 8™ 8BS Svmo

(wradrfl@ ybgls uglyen)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
®0 Bewdss mDmnemn®s8, @ 98 yadmwe gusd.

OO OB WO IBEH Wm0

(oreTyLll@ SWhHS &HTTSVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

B0 DOILNBHROB, eweds, eulven W odBwe DS
2@ edNedsY @ OO ydmeO BERSC 2® wewr ©h
e ®C 9CCHN.

g @z EnmE 988 BEOO Hewlw mo» @&
allsrreney mEDTG BTSN FLOFLINGSES HL 1 enerufli_ LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ACCOUNTS : VAVUNIYA
DISTRICT
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3. o0 BOE N6 Dvmn

(orarfl@ Lwed rémrwss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(@) @HCPD, ersir?

asked the Minister of Labour and Trade Unions
Relations:

(a)  Will he inform this House, separately, in relation
to years 2013, 2014 and 2015 -

(1) the number of registered Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) accounts; and

(i) the number of Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) accounts registered anew;

in the District of Vavuniya?

(b) Will he also inform this House, separately, in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) accounts
registered anew and by -

(i) State-owned companies;

(i) semi-government institutions;
(iii)  the private sector;
(iv)  the industrial sector;

(v) the agricultural sector; and
(vi) the service sector?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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St @)FFmusE yMlaliiryr?

@)TBmev, eriT?

asked the Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade:

Will he inform this House -

(a)

(b)

©

(M)

(i)

(iif)

the total number of foreign investors who
have come to Sri Lanka from 10.01.2015 to-
date to invest in this country and the value
of the total investments they have made
during that period in US Dollars;

separately, the names of the countries from
which such investors came, the names of
those foreign business firms and their
addresses, and the amount invested by each
of those investors; and

separately, the names of the areas where
such investment projects have been located
in Sri Lanka and the nature of those
investment projects?

Will he also inform this House -

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

)

separately, the number of Sri Lankan
citizens employed in each of the aforesaid
projects;

if there are differences between the number
of employment opportunities the investors
had agreed to provide before signing the
agreements and the actual number of
employment opportunities they have
provided after implementing the projects, of
the names of such projects;

whether there are investors who have not
implemented their projects so far after
obtaining the relevant facilities provided for
making investments in Sri Lanka or after
entering into agreements;

if so, the nature of the facilities that have
been provided to the relevant investors or
companies; and

separately, the total value of the foreign
investments made in Sri Lanka in years
2012,2013 and 2014 in US Dollars?

If not, why?
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30. Niru Lanka Cut And Polish Diamonds 63
Exports (Pvt) Ltd.
2015.01.10 &2 c18)en Oxocesy 31. Atlantis Residential Apartment 11
Developments
— ; Business Activit Actual Emp. (Pvt) Ltd.
Name Of The Project : : 32. Blue Whale To Set Up A 20 Roomed 1
1. Addis Ventures Undertake Offshore 7 Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. | Beach Hotel At Dalawella
(Pvt) Ltd. Business,Front-End 33. Sunny Creation Mining & Proc. Of Value 19
Ser.&Headquarter Opera Intl. Investment | Added Granite And
2. Cmacgm Shared Business Process 260 (Pvt) Ltd Granite Tiles
Service Centre Outsourcing 34,  AniVillas Set Up A 14 Roomed & 2 . _ 28|
Lanka (P} L — T e
3. Yuhang (Pvt) Ltd.» | Cocopeat Bricks & 10 Name Of The Project e g
Twisted Blige = Dickwella (Pvt) Luxurv_\.l"rllas Resort At
4. Lilies Intimates Garment Accessories 14 ol Dickwaiia
Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 35. layz Arvind Garments 307
5. Velumtec Lanka Kites And Tents 44 Pt iret)
(Pvt) Ltd. = i
6. Aero Dynamics Para Gliders, Inflatable 272 36. Ceylon Beverage | Aluminum Cans & Lids 114 |
(Pvt) Ltd. Tents, Battens, Cycle c
Covers 37. AF Logistic Services 01
7. Jayabima & Anjana | Buttons 14 L (P 5
Buttons (Pvt) Ltd. 38. Senaka Zenn Pre Stressed Spun a7
8. Ironwood Legal Legal Process Outsourcing 19 (Put) Led Cancrete Elactrical Poles,
Solutions (Pvt) Ltd. | Services : Piles =t
9. Agro Coco Tech Cocopeat For Export In 45 39. Fortune Premier | 60 Roomed Hatei 7
(Pvt) Ltd. Value Added Form {Pvt) Ltd : .
10. Timex Digital (Pvt) | Fabric Printing 13 40. MNaagaa Buiiders | Luxury Apartment o Empioyees
Ltd. & Engineering Complex Since Apartment
11. Three Seas (Pvt) 12 Roomed Boutique 22 22
Ltd. Hotel At Balapitiya a1 G
12. Nimalga Apartment Complex No Employees
Development Since Apartment
International P. L. Complex Completed iis
13. Norwood Fashions | Garments 1,037
(Pvt) Ltd.
14. Dish TV Lanka T.V. Network 23
(Pvt) Ltd. —
15. Hikari Mec Herbal Products 3 Irf
Company (Pvt) (i) afwed®@sineon dBw YOigws W WS
Ltd. Drews’ wuwem ¢ dBwe yOiemws amc
16. River View Palm | To Set Up A 28 Roomed 73 ©DBHES 375 qzzsf@a
Hotel (Pvt) Ltd Boutigue Hotel At
Trincomal
. SR FETE 2015.01.10 8 82 2016.08.31 2 ¢80 e g@un 988w
Name Of The Project Yoy & Ds923a
17. Mona Precision Mfg.,Fabricate&Turning 10
Tools (Pvt) Ltd. Out Steel Molds DoodS @@ y® O § cfsem 05y
Dies,Tools & Plastic 60D mE A8 @ »e
18. Nithya Paper And | Craft Paper By Recycling 57 OsotsaBed :® 3081590 AR
Boards Lanka Waste Paper
(p“] Ltd. 230925080
19. Sino Lanka Mixed Development 02 1. Continex Ceylon 66 110 (+) 44
Properties (Pvt) | Project Pvt. Ltd.
Ltd.
20. RILProperty Office Complex 44 2. Original Apperal 1,025 1,050 (+)25
(Pvt) Ltd. Pyt. Ltd,
21. Aussee Oats Oat Based Food Products 65
Milling (Pvt) Ltd. 3. Eduko Lanka Pvt. 34 24 (-) 10
22.  Lanka Stonex Proc. Granite & Exp. Of 11 Ltd.
Export (Pvt) Ltd. | Value Added Rock Tiles
23. Oceanpick (Pvt) | Aguaculture Fish Farming 45
Ltd. In Trincomalee 2015.01.10 8» &0 2016.08.31 &5 e oSe®wss 988wy
24. Red Box Lk (Pvt) | Garments For Export 231 205 Ge Dns0e3aBy
Ltd.
25. True Digital Textile And Garment 29 Bad eBeng® wiln BE omeo §dfes | esleeme nE @b
Printing (Pvt) Ltd. | Printing Oxouadied 0@ &880 dafeza e08200
26, Frostaire Panels | Polyurethane Panels & 15 1. Addis Ventures (Pvt) Ltd. 3, 7 4
(Pvt) Ltd. Related Refrigeration 2. Cmacgm Shared Service 708 260 (448)
Equipments Centre Lanka (P) L
27.  Sky Walker (Pvt) | Fling Boat Operation 04 3. Yuhang (Pvt) Ltd. 31 10 (21)
Ltd. 4. Lilies Intimates Lanka (Pvt) 138 14 (124)
28. A&R Medical And Safety 189 Ltd.
Manufacturing Equipments & Products 5. Velumtec Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 74 44 (30)
(Pvt) Ltd. 6. Aero Dynamics (Pvt) Ltd. 327 272 (55)
29. P HResorts (Pvt) | 158 Roomed Five Star 267 7. Jayabima & Anjana Buttons 36 14 (22)
Ltd. Hotel At Tangall (Pvt) Ltd.
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[ "8 Ironwood Legal Solutions 28 19 (9)
(Pvt) Ltd.
9. Agro Coco Tech (Pvt) Ltd, 93 45 (48)
| 10. Timex Digital (Pvt) Ltd. 23 13 (10)
|11, Three Seas (Pvt) Ltd. : 21 22
| 12. Nimalga Development 45 | No employees
| International P. L. since
| apartment
complex
| cu_rnpleted
l_ 13. Norwood Fashions (Pvt) Ltd. 690 | 1,037 347
14, Dish TV Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 127 | 23 (104)
15. Hikari Mec Company (Pvt) 35 17 | (18)
Ltd. =
16. River View Palm Hotel (Pvt) 75 | 73 | (2)
Ltd ) |
17. Mona Precision Tools (Pvt} 70 10| (60)
| Ltd. |
| 18. Nithya Paper And Boards 300 57| (243)
Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. J |
19. Sino Lanka Properties (Pvt) 29 0z
Ltd. o |
20. R | L Property (Pvt) Ltd. 39 44 5
21. Aussee Oats Milling (Pvt) Ltd. 62 65
22, Lanka Stonex Export (Pvt) 30 11 (19)
Ltd. :
23. Oceanpick (Pvt) Ltd. 137 45| (92)
24. Red Box Lk (Pvt) Ltd. 465 231 (234)
25. True Digital Printing (Pvt) Ltd. 23 29 6
26. Frostaire Panels (Pvt) Ltd. 69 S o B (54)
Dk @Bewr® 502w 2g | omewpgdie | esfornae g @0ms
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27. Sky Walker (Pvt) Ltd. 3 04 1
28. A & R Manufacturing (Pvt) 120 189 69
Ltd.
29. P H Resorts (Pvt) Ltd. 289 267 (22)
30. Niru Lanka Exports (Pvt) Ltd. 485 63 (422)
31. Atlantis Developments (Pvt) 10 11 1
Ltd.
32. Blue Whale Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 40 14 (26)
33. Sunny Creation 56 19 (37)
|* n _IE!I:_ID_\festment (Pvt) Ltd
34. Ani Villas Dickwella (Pvt) Ltd. 37 28 (9)
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36. Ceylon Beverage Can (Pvt) 109 114 5
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| 37.APLLogistics Lanka (Pvt) 92 01 (91)
| Ltd. | |
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39. Fortune Premier (Pvt) Ltd 80 76 (4)
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Engineering (Pvt) Ltd since
apartment
complex
X completed
41. Eco - Tech Create 21 68 12 (56)
Company (Pvt) Ltd.
42. Anantaya Passekudah (Pvt) 125 119 (8)
Ltd.
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asked the Minister of Lands:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

whether title Plan No. 8.8.¢® 827 located in
the vicinity of the Government Agent’s
Residence facing the Ampara-Uhana Road
of the "Indrasarapura" Grama Niladhari
Division of the Ampara Municipality
coming under the Ampara Divisional
Secretary's Division had been granted to a
person through a long-term lease title, title
deed or any other grant instrument between
year 2001 and 2013;

if so, of the name, address and designation
of such person;
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(iii) whether the said person has alienated the
aforesaid land;

(iv)  if so, of the name of such person;

(v) whether action will be taken to return the
aforesaid land to the D.S.Senanayake
Memorial Committee; and

(vi) if so, the date on which it will be done?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House separately in relation to
years 2013, 2014 and 2015 -

(1) the number of registered Employees’ Trust
Fund (ETF) accounts; and

(i) the number of Employees’ Trust Fund
(ETF) accounts registered anew;

(iii)  in the District of Puttalam?

(b) Will he also inform this House separately in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the
number of Employees’ Trust Fund (ETF)
accounts registered anew and by-

(i) State-owned companies;
(if)  semi-government institutions;
(iif)  the private sector;
(iv) the industrial sector;
(v) the agricultural sector; and
(vi) the service sector?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Labour and Trade Unions
Relations:

(a)  Will he inform this House separately in relation to
years 2013, 2014 and 2015 -

(1) the number of registered Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) accounts; and

(i) the number of Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) accounts registered anew;

(iii)  in the District of Puttlam?

(b) Will he also inform this House separately in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) accounts
registered anew and by -

(1) State-owned companies;
(ii) semi-government institutions;
(iii)  the private sector;
(iv)  the industrial sector;
(v) the agricultural sector; and
(vi) the service sector?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Social Empowerment and
Welfare:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) separately the number of families that
obtain Samurdhi allowance in the districts
of Mullaitivu, Vavuniya and Mannar;

(ii) separately the number of families who are
below the poverty line in the above
districts; and

(iii)  whether action will be taken to provide the
Samurdhi allowance to those who do not
receive it, in spite of the fact that they are
below the poverty line and entitled to obtain
the Samurdhi allowance?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Disaster Management:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M)

(ii)

(i)
(iv)

V)

the number of persons to whom the
allowance of Rs.10,000 which the
government promised to give to the persons
affected by the flood situation that
seriously affected Kollonnawa, Kelaniya,
Kaduwela, Hanwella and Biyagama
Divisional Secretary's Divisions in the
month of May 2016 has been given by
now;

the amount of money that has been spent
for this by now;

the criteria that is used to grant aid,

the number of persons who have qualified
to get aid; and

whether the persons who reside in the
houses that have been obtained by them on
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rent, lease or temporary basis are given this
financial assistance?

(b)  Will he also inform his House-

(1) whether the financial and material aid which
was said to be given by countries such as
United States of America and Japan to
provide relief to the persons affected by the
floods has been received by the country by
now;

(i)  if so, the amount of financial aid received
along with the value of the material aid
received, separately;

(iif)  whether the aforesaid aid has been given to
people; and

(iv) if so, the number of persons who have
received the aforesaid aid?

(c¢) Ifnot, why?

@6 g0 BBy woess wmo

(omrevsryLll@ Symir NAwgiager wrlium)

(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

OG0 Bewdds mOnemneB, OO ydmwd B8EnJS ©
BWIOB* D,

* wwreduws On »d» ¢ 8E0:
* FLrtfL_S8N60 eweudsLi L aflswr
* Answer tabled:

@ 0]

edBw oEm® mbwice 8doCEBsY o100
@ EIBIBID 26,581
©NEC 1,457
MEIHD 6,073
ee® 3,148
DEEOE 5,755
SIoYo19) 43,014

(i) oBec 371,783,992.00

(i) 2016 & ® #B § ©-DnC G BFFOG eBnedsy
BOwd eud ©aw WIFNDEO Ko BeDO.

(v) 43014

V) SBa@ 10,000 a@5Bm08 e BDwsdE BOmG0zY
©ew Yol BowdEo 8g § wiBe mwedd
BBe@sy ©gd Caeem 0538 Yol almd ofed®
sem®s G @B @ BE, A W B»WIED BeHO
O B 88-80 83n ylocds? v Vged vaw
comden wew 8 8 viBle nedd; BAle®sY ewd
Gi8sE 25,000 680w WO ERees O5Ie
GeBY 830 af) S 9 Be® 8¢m® On §BeE 10,0002
B0 Yo G a.

(29) () o

(i) cOBOB GNCOE DIIBE BeBHIB WO OB, &
8¢ emond; ai@w® 03* 0857 ¢ed. §esds
2000 BEDE 02060 1 @en® 04* 0857 ¢iifed.

(i) @o.

(iv) Cudfs oCEmOGY ¥ HedBs eCmODoBIed
9CB® ©e»® MmSevm s B W»OE @».
(2:9e5® 05)* & wewo O YBES m0eFam g0
Ceadsy s08m ano, 928ed 9 eCFam wem®
DOOBsT B C1@) YEORBST 3P0 Y BE
DD,

(@) o> ep»d.

BB BR©BOBICD M BRBDND BeBEeS
BR8sY : B%® yBRw
CaFw B euLPBISED, 611 STEVISHIDLIL|F FeLI
oo fluirger : g@ui1allestGLITETesT [b6dT6m LD 6T
EMPLOYEES OF NATIONAL WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE
BOARD: RETIREMENT BENEFITS
822/°16

8. 00 Bwmd oedsdB dwm (06 9BE veslen A
®wm @OMOO)
(orewwryll@  Blammred
ADHEISTOTSHS FTirLITs)
(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi on behalf of the Hon. Sunil
Handunnetti)

DO0 BCHO® ¥ BE OB GLIBREEOLT &

gdme - (1):

@ O

SOULSH - wrepTdlEg — srevflsd

5B SCEwO®Bcsy W BERDWD VFNEeE
BeBewn S@x® 015ided8 vadcewsy
Clea® 8w mDedc;

(i) & eewo 983us we g EBeFdn mDedc;

(i) aoe BBelon BROFD BRI, yBEwW
©nd® y®oc SO0 ey mOeds;

(iv) odddcewsy cndyy EIDY YBEWw mDede
@535y 00 e0s Drewsy g BEWBwo

@Om 530 eNwdsIesy Oxve;
@BIB) O st mOsTemEe?

(a0) (i) oed 83wse 0@ 0vdoWe BEPBw@O
asid® o  eed® e o DO
BeBwensy golwsi D o3 &g
BOsYes’ 50, 85® OIded® 9© 8Eedm
2YOODB eLNWEBIesT On¢;

(i) ooEnd,ds ddew O BEwsTerie;
(i) emes5®, S Oxic;

(iv) ©&s 2012 80 o® ¢ Bx® omtdm 3¢
BE® BEBHIO gtg @vd® mJ ¢dusy mJ
Bedc;

@535 D@ @OV 6w ¢wIOIesie?
(1) o9 el 5, d @s3c?

Bardh SO0 wHMID BT UPBISE HeHFFDTEH
Ga_ L alerm:

(o) () Gasdlw B euphise), augHTEMLILF FenLuledT
oar i@ rmmeuit guieyCuMF ClFinuliL(hengullsd
Few Lol b SlewL_sHeTm HEITeW LOSH6T WITeM6w

6TEITLIENS 1L 1D;

* getmamced md gz,
* Brallswe g Blel) sweusbSLILIL HeiTend).
* Placed in the Library.



1221

208Ee@xInd

[0 BonE ocdues8 ©@wmo]

(i)

(i)

(iv)

(=) ()

@

FriLssiiuL Geauevrigur

Y BTEILITHL_(HF
9}, QUCTITBIGET ILITENEU GTEITLIENSILJLD;
FIOLBSUILL L QL UERTHISET (LpewMLILILy 2 _6Ter
Gurled  BeTewssT  CFYISHIHD ST
LDEWL_ULId5 &TTEWTHISET UITEN6 6T6ITLIENSIL|LD;
FeoLWlesTTs)  OFISSLILIBHSIOTD  HdTemLOSH6IT
wWrenauGlwsTUEmS Sevfldsesimres ubsLIL L

2 53IQWTHSEHMHEBE T  WlallliLglsvensv
6TEITLIENS IU|1D;

Oeui @MIiLGeurym?
Cremeuulley  mHUL_(Herer  Couswerulley  FHev
QarTOlusToyh 2 SHCIWTHESHBEG I Dlallsal
L(bSeILD Qs r@HliLsraisnerd QubmId
Q& reRTL_ BT 2 $5Cwrsss5 L 0(BHS

(i)

(iii)
@iv)

wasGwriud  Qupliu@sid  CumelsrererL
u@wrullesr @uieCupmnF GFemasulls) Ibhs

BEDL_(LPSOMD 67637 Ulsstupmiiu@suglevensv
6TEITLIGN S ULD;
Ojsueurmmruilssr, VLS| SHEUDTSHEILDSTLIENS

TDMISOSTETSIMTIT 6TEITLIEN HULD;

3)65TBM6V, 6763T 6TEITLIGN S ULD;

201290 oy ewrigdlHhgGI  @)DewDmeusHT  spliley
QupmiF GlFstip 2 SFCWTHESSHTHAT eWesT
6 (Thd5 @HLD
QFISIH (1Lp1gSHLILIL(HSTETSHT 6TEITLIEHIW|LD;

FOUBSLLL L. GsT(HLILISsTe d6T

Sjeui @)FFewusE plaliimyr?

@)Cpe, sTeir?

asked the Minister of City Planning and Water

Supply:

(@)

(b)

Will he state-

(M)

(i)
(iif)

the benefits received from the Board by an
officer of the National Water Supply and
Drainage Board on retirement;

the documents needed to be submitted in
this regard;

the reasons for delay in the payment of
benefit, despite the relevant documents
being in order; and

(iv)  as to why the benefits paid by the Board are
not separately notified to the relevant
officer?

Will he inform this House-

(M)

(i1)
(iif)

if the relevant officer is informed of every
payment and the signature of the officer is
obtained confirming that the payment has
been received while the officer is in service,
why is the same procedure not followed
when the officer retires?

if so, whether he acknowledges that it is an
offence;

if not so, why; and

1222
(iv) whether the relevant payments to all
officials who retired from the year 2012 up
to now have been completed?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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RESOLUTION BY UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

©0 fex¥d eadbRd® Onm

(orevsryLll@ SCesray @ 6mrouigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you for granting me leave
to raise the following matter of urgent public importance
under Standing Order No. 23(2). I would like to address
this question to the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The Daily Mirror of 14th October reported that, on
13th October, Sri Lanka abstained from voting on a
resolution by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization - UNESCO - which denounced
Israeli violations in and around the al-Haram al-Sharif -
also known as the Temple Mount - compound in the
occupied Old City of Jerusalem al-Quds. Since August
2015, Israel has restricted the entry of Palestinian
worshippers to the Al-Agsa Mosque, the third most holy
site in Islam. Israel’s occupation of the area is not
recognized by Sri Lanka or internationally.

The resolution, which was submitted by Palestine, was
supported by Egypt, Morocco, Algeria, Lebanon, Oman,

Qatar and Sudan. Twenty four countries, including
Algeria, Brazil, China, Iran, Russia and South Africa
voted in favour of the UNESCO resolution on Thursday,
while the six countries, the United States, Britain,
Germany, the Netherlands, Lithuania and Estonia
opposed it.

The resolution confirmed the retention of the walled
area of the Old City of Jerusalem - al-Haram al-Sharif-,
which is home to very important Muslim, Christian and
Jewish holy sites, on the list of endangered world
heritage. On 26th October, the UNESCO’s World
Heritage Committee approved a new resolution. The
Palestinian delegation emphasized that the UNESCO’s
vote aimed to reaffirm the importance of Jerusalem for
Christianity, Judaism and Islam and to preserve the status
quo in the face of encroachment and destructive actions
by extremist Zionist groups.

Both Tzipi Hotovely, Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister
and Carmel Shama-HaCohen, Israel’s chief envoy to
UNESCO were reported in the Times of Israel of 14th
October as noting the additional countries abstaining in
the vote had a positive aspect for Israel, while Hillel
Neuer, the Head of the pro-Israeli UN Watch said that the
Palestinians suffered a significant defeat in the
international arena.

Sir, Sri Lanka had a long-standing, bipartisan policy
of supporting the struggle of the Palestinian people for
equity, which it has affirmed in international fora
including the United Nations by voting consistently for
the preservation of legitimate Palestinian rights. It has
also had a policy of preservation of the religious and
cultural heritage of the human race from destruction.

My question is,

(1) Why did the Sri Lankan delegation to the
UNESCO abstain from voting for this resolution
which was proposed by Palestinian delegation and
the other countries? Does this vote mean that the
Government has abandoned or reversed Sri
Lanka's long-standing policy of support for the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people?

(2) Does this vote mean that the Government has
abandoned or reversed Sri Lanka's long-standing
policy of support for the preservation of human
heritage?

(3) Does this vote mean that the Government has
abandoned or reversed Sri Lanka’s long-standing
Non-Aligned foreign policy?

The Head of State did not participate at the Non-
Aligned Movement Summit for the first time this year.
We have deviated from the Non-Aligned foreign policy of
having friendly and cooperative support extended to the
Arab countries in the Non-Aligned Movement.

I hope that the Hon. Minister would answer this
Question.

Thank you.
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©G 6 S HBRO Dwmo
(woresriflg eyt amdib)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

298 BSede.
GTUPBSTTT.
rose.

® G Bewds 150620

(oreryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, do you want to add something?
- [Interruption.] Bede mOyzm Bewdss e¢@imun® B85y
@m0 WOe BRI e¢rierny Bwo ¢z Ym®d I
&3. Do you want to answer now, Hon. Deputy Minister?

@67 (g9008w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo)

(orenr Ll (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

We appreciate the question raised by the Hon.
Member. At no time have we withdrawn the support for
the Palestinian people.

@G Bewndss mSO1zER

(orenryfl@ Nrdld suThTLST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Are you answering the Question today itself?

@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ 8D Owmo
(wrewryflE (seTEld) anias & feveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

No, I will not answer today.

@6 Bewndss HSOI1zER)

(orenryfl@ Nrdld suThTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

In that case, we could ask the Hon. Rauff Hakeem
whether he wants to add something, or else you can
answer later.

@07 (§9D28w0) w8 ¢ 8FDr Owmo

(oranTyfl@ (sevrBlg) anias & Asveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I will answer at the next Session of Parliament.

®0 Berdss G506
(orenryflg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. Rauff Hakeem, please.

©G 6 S HBRO Dwmo

(woresriflg eyt amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, I must thank the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena for
raising this Question. This has perplexed some of us in
the Government also. Having been showing solidarity
with the Palestinians, at least, on an issue of this nature,
we should definitely have voted for the Motion. We have
betrayed the long tradition of support for solidarity for
Palestinian people by refraining from it. This is a matter
regarding which we are also perplexed and we would like
the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs to give a proper
explanation.

@O (§0Da8w) v ¢ BT Owmo
(wreryflE (soTEd) apias & Asveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I would appreciate the question raised.

®S Berdss mO150¢ERS

(orenryflg rdléd surprwsi Hjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, are you going to answer now?

@61 (§9028w) 8w ¢ 8FDr Owmo

(wrenr Ll (svrKldl) anias & Asveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I would answer at the next Session of Parliament.
Thank you very much.

®6 Berdss mO106ERS

(orenryfl@ rdld surprwsi jeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Since the Secretary to the Sri Lanka-Palestine
Parliamentary Friendship Association would also like to
add something to what the Hon. Rauff Hakeem said, you
can answer the Question raised under Standing Order 23
(2) on the next Sitting day.

@G FOE IR OBIER®.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Tourism

Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister
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Sustainable Development and Wildlife)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and

Water Supply)

Hon. Presiding Member, it is with a deep sense of
sorrow that we are participating in this Vote of
Condolence on the demise of one of our distinguished
Members, who during the short period in which he served
in this Chamber, was able to prove beyond doubt the
traits of his conviction relating to patriotism. 1 do not
think anybody would dispute the fact if anyone says that
he was a patriot in the true sense of the word. There is a
famous saying in English; "Patriotism is the last refuge of
a scoundrel". But, when it comes to the Hon. S.L.
Gunasekera, he was not of that kind. He was a man of his
words from the very early stages in his life. His
classmates and his teachers in S. Thomas' College, Mount
Lavinia, his lecturers in the Sri Lanka Law College and
his colleagues in the profession in Hultsdorf Hill would
all testify to this man’s integrity in his professional career.

The late Hon. S.L. Gunasekera wrote a famous book -
I forgot the name - in which he carries many interesting
anecdotes about life in Hultsdorf and the way in which
the principles of governance and the culture of impunity
had affected the civil fabric of this country. He was a
prolific writer who wrote very often to newspapers,
journals and magazines. He was also a critic of
judgments, he has critiqued many judgments in a very
constructive way. The late Hon. S.L. Gunasekera had a
very lucrative practice in the District Courts of our
country and was often seen in the Superior Courts arguing
many appeals. All his clients would testify to the fact that
he was a Counsel who would do the utmost for his clients.
He would not leave a single stone unturned in his
endeavour to do justice for his clients, so was he in this
House.
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He is known for his rebellious nature and character.
Particularly, one incident comes to my mind. He was one
of those members of the team that was sent on behalf of
the J.R. Jayewardene Government for the “Thimpu Talks”
where the destiny of this country rested on the shoulders
of a team of eminent lawyers. The late Hon. S.L.
Gunasekera was one of those people who were hand-
picked by the late President J.R. Jayewardene. But,
finally, when the Indo-Lanka Accord was entered, he was
able to walk out on President J.R. Jayewardene, in
keeping with his own convictions, criticizing the Indo-
Lanka Accord and its contents.

As I told you, the late Hon. S.L. Gunasekera was a
prolific writer and his writings bear testimony to the
convictions he held very dear to his heart. He had carried
away many prizes in school. In S. Thomas' College and
in the Sri Lanka Law College, he won prestigious awards
for his unrivalled oratory. He won the “Address to Jury
Competition” in the Sri Lanka Law College and proved to
be quite adept at even practices before the High Courts in
criminal law. So, he was a very versatile lawyer in that
sense. He could very ably conduct both the criminal cases
and the civil cases in the country.

He also served a very short stint in the Attorney-
General’s Department as a Crown Counsel and having
left the Attorney-General’s Department, he chose
journalism as a profession. I think, he served a very-short
term, may be about two years, as the editor of the then
famous national daily "Dawasa" newspaper until the
"Dawasa Group" was banned subsequently and closed
down.

Being a patriot very true to his convictions, he was
also at one time the President of the Sihala Urumaya
Party. He was not a Buddhist and that was one of those
intriguing features at that time - that a person who was not
a Buddhist was embraced by the Sihala Urumaya to lead
the Party and the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, who
is a descendent of his in his foot steps carrying on the
legacy of the late Hon. S.L. Gunasekera in this House,
would bear testimony to the fact that he, perhaps was a
Christian, but who observed the five precepts of
Buddhism. I do not think it would be wrong to say that
apart from his own religious convictions, he was a man of
his conscience and he had this enormous reservoir of
courage to stand up to the powers that be to criticize what
he saw in the happenings of this country. Particularly,
during the dark years when the State had to respond to
terrorism with harsher measures, while criticizing the
Government for its conduct of law and order in the
country, he would equally be adept at justifying the right
to use Emergency Regulations to counter-terrorism in its
proper sense.

So, he was a man of multifaceted ability and
personality. To lose someone like him is a great loss to
the country, the profession and as well as to this House.
It is with a heavy heart that I participate in this Debate
and pay tribute to a true son of the soil.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister

of National Policies and Economic Affairs)

Hon. Chair, I would like on this occasion, on the Vote
of Condolences, to speak not only of the late Hon. S. L.

Gunasekera but also of the Hon. George Pelpola, for
which I could not be here, and the next Vote of
Condolence on the late Hon. K. N. Choksy.

I knew the late Hon. S. L. Gunasekera for a long time
when I was in the university. I knew his brother. I knew
his wife's family. 1 got to know him well in the UNP
when he worked with us as a lawyer. He worked in the
UNP. We worked together. We worked for the 1977
elections. There were many occasions that we fought the
same political battle, but he was a person of an
independent mind. He was selected as one of the
members of the team headed by Mr. H. W. Jayewardene
which had to negotiate with India from 1983. He took
part in the drafting of the amendments to the
Constitution. In the Thirteenth Amendment he played a
very useful and a critical role, I must say. Actually, the
parting of the ways came with the Indo-Lanka
Agreement. Whatever reservations he had of the earlier
Thirteenth Amendment, he went along finally and
supported it. But when the Indo-Lanka Agreement came,
he said he could not support that any longer. A few days
before President Jayewardene signed the Indo-Lanka
Agreement, I happened to meet President Jayewardene in
his office in the President's House when both Mr. H. L.
De Silva and S. L. Gunasekera walked in accompanied
by Mr. H. W. Jayewardene. We had very cordial relations
and discussed, but they said that they just could not agree
with the Indo-Lanka Agreement and that is where the two
of them parted company.

Thereafter, Mr. S. L. Gunasekera went and he worked
along with the SLFP, which had opposed the Indo-Lanka
Agreement and came to Parliament in 1989. He was a
strong critic of some of the issues that the Government
took; supported the Government on others. He was an
independent Member. Even within the SLFP he would
not tow the Party line all the time. Finally, he was not
returned to the next Parliament but he continued to
express his views. He was a good criminal lawyer and a
politician. He was able to balance both. I used to meet
him from time to time. There were times we agreed.
There were times he came to meet us and disagree. 1
remember during the peace process he came many times.
He offered his views and there were also disagreements
as much as there were agreements. We always had a good
personal relationship though I did not see him in the last
few years when he was ailing. He made a contribution,
not merely on the issue of ethnic relations but on how to
tackle terrorism and in regard to devolution and also on
many other matters. On legal matters he was outspoken.
He certainly was a strong personality in the Bar. I join the
other Members of the House in expressing my
condolences on his death.

The late Hon. George Pelpola, as you know and I
know, was from Gampola. He was from a leading family
and the Pelpola family was always well-known for its
support of the UNP. They were some of the pillars of the
UNP in the town and I must say George Pelpola helped
us, when I was the leader, to organize both Gampola,
Nawalapitiya electorates and he was active, Mr. Chair,
in your electorate and in many other areas. He worked
for Central Finance. They had a family company but he
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worked with Central Finance. He was in this House as a
Member for a short time. Then he resigned from the
House to accept an ambassadorship and he served as an
ambassador during the time of the UNP Government. He
still worked very closely after I became the leader. He
made a tremendous contribution for the development of
the UNP in the Kandy District. He also worked closely
with the Catholic Church. He used to be one of my key
representatives to meet with the Lordship the Archbishop
and he kept in touch with the Catholic community but he
was well aware of the needs of the District and also of the
tea industry.

Mr. George Pelpola led an active life. I happened to
meet him in the latter stages when he was ailing and
finally he passed away. He was a good friend; a good
member of the Party; a good supporter and most of all, he
was a good Sri Lankan. I would like to have my words of
appreciation on the Hon. George Pelpola recorded here.
Actually, we are meeting rather late to pay condolences to
the late Hon. Pelpola.

Finally, I would like to say a few words about the late
Hon. K.N. Choksy, whom I got to know as a senior
lawyer in the Bar. He used to practise and after we
formed the Government, he became one of the legal
advisers to the late President Premadasa. He had a very,
very fine brain and as the number of cases increased -
there were more occasions on which legal issues
increased - [ used to meet Mr. Choksy. He always tried
to see how you could balance the issues.

Then, he took part in President Premadasa’s
campaign and came into Parliament. We know the
contributions he made as a Member of Parliament. He
was a very conscientious Member of Parliament. He used
to take part in all the activities and he was also
responsible for appearing for Hon. Premadasa’s defence
in the election petition that was filed against him. I know
the amount of work that the late Hon. Choksy put in for
that case and he was successful. He finally entered the
Cabinet as a Minister under President Wijetunga and he
served for a short time as a Minister. Then all of us went
into Opposition. He was a valuable asset to me as a
Member of the Opposition.

When I was leading the Opposition, there were many
issues that came up regarding the political solution put
forward by the then President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga. There were also many other issues that
came up. At each occasion we had negotiations with
President Kumaratunga, the Hon. Choksy was available.
He was the person who made the initial draft of the
Seventeenth Amendment. I want to record that in this
House. When we talk of Independent Commissions, I
would like to say that without the Hon. K.N. Choksy, we
would not have had that draft, which was then taken up
by the JVP and finally, President Kumaratunga had to
agree to the Seventeenth Amendment. He operated the
Seventeenth Amendment for some time.

When I won the Election in 2001, I asked the Hon.
K.N. Choksy to be the Minister of Finance. He said, “I
have not handled finance before, Ranil”. I said, “I want a

sharp mind. What you need to be the Minister of Finance
is a sharp mind. You need not be an economist. President
J.R. Jayewardene was a lawyer, who became a Minister
of Finance. So, you can come from different
backgrounds. All you require is to have a sharp mind”. He
was able to do it and I must say that he performed quite
well. As the Minister of Finance, he worked with me to
ensure that we restored growth in this country. When we
took over, the growth was at minus 1.6 per cent. Then, as
a result of the Hon. Choksy’s endeavours, together with
the other Ministers, we brought it around. The IMF
agreed with us; the World Bank agreed with us and he
was partly responsible for the plan which we put forward
at the Tokyo Conference, which got Sri Lanka so many
billions of dollars that was pledged as foreign aid.

In addition, he was also available in many other legal
issues that arose. He used to give his mind to the
negotiations that went on during the peace process. He
was an active and a conscientious Member of the Cabinet.
We were very proud because he represented Sri Lanka
and he was a member of the Parsi community who rose to
a very high position. His father was also a well-known
lawyer. His brother was a well-known businessman. But,
I think he achieved the highest of all; the highest
achievement was by the Hon. Choksy as Minister of
Finance. He served another stint in this Parliament and
thereafter, he used to advise me from his home. We could
not accommodate him at that time in Parliament as our
numbers had gone down. The 2010 Election itself
resulted in the reduction of Members of Parliament of the
UNP. But, the Hon. Choksy used to talk to us; he used to
send his views along. Finally, as a result of his illnesses, a
lot of people witnessed that the Hon. Choksy was
declining and he passed away peacefully.

He has a young son who is now continuing the family
tradition of a legal career and here in this House, I would
like to pay my tribute to the Hon. K.N. Choksy, a member
of the Parsi community who made an outstanding
contribution to the modern history of Sri Lanka.

Thank you.
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“Once my grandfather told me that there are two
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one who gets the credit. My grandfather advised me to be
in the former, because there is much less competition.”
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Presiding Member, I rise to second the Vote of
Condolence on the late Hon. K.N. Choksy, a very
distinguished Member of this House and a very erudite
and celebrated lawyer of our nation.

The Hon. K.N. Choksy had a very colourful career in the
Bar. Having entered the Bar in 1958, he was soon recognized
as a rising star of Hulftsdorp and had distinguished himself
in being involved in some of the most celebrated cases in this
country. If you take our law reports, it is replete with cases in
which the late Hon. K.N. Choksy had appeared as a counsel.
His mould was not that of a politician, but, he was brought to
this House as a National List Member of Parliament and the
late President R. Premadasa appointed him as the Minister in
-charge of Constitutional Affairs. I had the privilege of
attending the All-Party Conference on behalf of my Party
from the year 1989 and had the benefit of the wisdom of the
Hon. K.N. Choksy in his deliberations when he participated
on behalf of the United National Party. He was, in fact, the
leading counsel who appeared on behalf of President R.
Premadasa when the famous election petition was filed by
the former Prime Minister, Sirimavo Bandaranaike. That
case was heard for almost 525 days and thousands of
witnesses were called to testify through affidavits and he was
ultimately successful in defending the election of the late
President R. Premadasa.

Then, subsequently, he adorned this House as the
Minister of Finance in the years 2001 to 2004. In all, he
served this House for almost 20 years and his
contributions in the Debates would testify to the fact that
his sharp intellect has enriched the Debates in this
Chamber.

His grandparents came to this country in the late 18"
Century and have contributed immensely to the

preservation of a minuscule community’s cultural
traditions. As a matter of fact, it is his maternal
grandparents who donated the “Navroze Baug”, which is
the religious centre of the Parsi residents in Colombo.

His involvement in preserving the cultural traditions
of one of those small religious communities in the world,
the faith of Zoroastrianism, is being continued by one of
his eminent children, Prof. Jamsheed Choksy, who is now
a Professor of Central Eurasian Studies and History, a
Director of Middle Eastern Studies and a scholar in
Zoroastrianism. He has published many books on
religion. His second son Khursheed is in the United
Nations system and his younger son Vishtasp is presently
an eminent lawyer following the footsteps of his erudite
father.

This House is poorer by the absence of individuals of
the caliber of the Hon K.N. Choksy whom we very dearly
call as, “Cassy" and he was a man who had always been a
tower of strength to many leaders of the United National
Party. That was very evident from the manner in which
his counsel was sought on all difficult occasions when the
Party had to face many legal battles. He served his clients
with meticulous care. I had attended many consultations
in his chambers on behalf of clients as well as a litigant
myself when we had to face election issues. I have
observed his meticulous attention to detail on every
matter of fact and law. It is a well-known fact in
Hulftsdorp that he was a very conscientious counsel and
had contributed immensely for the development of law,
particularly the public law.

With those comments, | finally wish to convey my
condolences to his dear wife, the three children and the
other family members.

Thank you.

[a.0. 2.43]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)

Hon. Presiding Member, I wish to thank you for
giving me this opportunity to say a few words on this
occasion when we are remembering one of Sri Lanka’s
legal luminaries, a former Minister of Finance, a former
Minister of Constitutional and State Affairs and above all
a gentleman.

The late Hon. K.N. Choksy was one of the first to be
appointed as senior Attorney-at-Law under the 1978
Constitution. The Senior Attorneys-at-Law were later re-
designated as President’s Counsel. It is also important to
note that his father was also a Queen’s Counsel in Sri
Lanka.

The Hon. Choksy came from a very tiny community
in Sri Lanka, the Parsi community, but I believe he was
nominated to Parliament through the National List not to
represent that small community but rather in recognition
of his services as a lawyer and because of the contribution
he could make in Parliament and which he did to the
utmost. As a lawyer, he excelled in several fields; the
civil law, commercial law and also in public law. Later in
life he took up a number of important public law cases.

The Law Reports of this country bear testimony to the
contribution that the late Hon. K.N. Choksy made to the
development of the law.

I had the opportunity of interacting with him closely
in the year 2000 when the talks were on between the
UNP and the People’s Alliance on a new Constitution
under the former president Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga Government. [ happened to be the
Secretary to the talks. I remember, at one stage, the then
President Mrs. Kumaratunga requested the late Hon.
Choksy to draft the first Chapter of the Constitution of
the Republic of Sri Lanka Bill, presented to Parliament
in the year 2000, which I have with me today. Chapter I
of this Bill - this is not known much - which is on “The
People, the State and Sovereignty”, was drafted by Hon.
K.N. Choksy. He readily agreed when the then President
Kumaratunga requested him to draft that particular
Chapter and 1 was able to interact with him. I also
contributed in my own small ways and found him to be
very flexible. Also he was prepared to take our views
into consideration.

Today there is no People's Alliance but there is the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party. Unfortunately in 2000 the People's
Alliance and the United National Party were unable to
come to a complete agreement on the new Constitution.
That was also because the General Election was just a
few weeks away. Another lesson that we have to draw
from the attempts of Constitution making in Sri Lanka is
that you cannot adopt a new Constitution in the last year
of Parliament.

Now we have the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, the
United National Party, the Tamil National Alliance and
various other parties, which have a base in the Muslim
and the upcountry Tamil community working together.
Today all these parties are working together. So, this is a
golden opportunity to honour people like the late Hon.
Choksy, who did his best to contribute to Constitution
making in the year 2000, although that Constitution did
not come through.

He was a very friendly person in Hultsdorf and also
he was quite a popular person. He was not a man of
many words, but he was very popular and we know he
treated his juniors very well. In fact, there is a story to
say that he was a man of perfection. On the table in his
Chambers, there was a particular place for everything.
For instance, this book has to be placed here; that book
has to be placed there; the pens are here and stationeries
in one place and so on. So, while he has gone out, juniors
used to change those places. They would keep the pen in
another place and the pencil in some other place. So, his
juniors told me that he would come back to his chambers,
sit in his chair and immediately notice that something has
been changed. So, before he started discussions with his
juniors, he would put everything back into the original
places. He was so particular as to how his table should
be arranged.

His son also joined the profession and he is a senior
lawyer now.

I take this opportunity, on my behalf especially as a
legal practitioner and also on behalf of the Lanka Sama
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Samaja Party’s majority group, which I represent in
Parliament, to convey my deepest sympathies to the
family of the late Hon. K. N. Choksy, at a moment when
we have lost a legal luminary and a person who has
contributed to the development of law in this country.

Thank you.

[3.11p.m.]
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member, for giving me the
opportunity to say a few words on the Vote of
Condolence pertaining to the late Hon. K.N. Choksy.

TreuGrrswid  FubseT - eTFlibal d

I had known the late Hon. Choksy, Sir, before I came
into Parliament and long before he came into Parliament.
When [ was a regular practitioner in the District Court of
Trincomalee, the late Hon. Choksy used to come
frequently to the District of Trincomalee.

He used to be the junior to Mr. C.G. Weeramantry,
who was a very respected and a senior lawyer in this
country and who subsequently became a Judge of the
Supreme Court and also served on international courts
and tribunals before he returned to Sri Lanka. He is
presently in Sri Lanka.

Mr. Choksy's father was also a very leading lawyer, a
very senior Queen’s Counsel at a time when we had
Queen’s Counsel, not President’s Counsel. He used to be
in the company of persons like Mr. H.V. Perera, Mr. R.L.
Pereira and Mr. N.E. Weerasooriya, Mr. E.B.
Wickremanayake, Mr. G.G. Ponnambalam and Mr. S.J.V.
Chelvanayakam. I am taking my mind back to the most
senior, much-celebrated lawyers in this country who were
not President’s Counsel, but Queen’s Counsel. Mr.
Choksy’s father, the late Mr. N.K. Choksy, was one such
eminent person.

Mr. K.N. Choksy himself was a very eminent lawyer.
He was appointed a President’s Counsel and appeared in
many important cases. He was associated with the United
National Party. He appeared in a number of important
cases on behalf of the UNP. I believe he also appeared for
President R. Premadasa in all the cases which President
Premadasa had to face or contend with in the course of his
political career. Having been a Member of the United
National Party for a long time, Mr. Choksy was
nominated to Parliament several times on the National
List. He served in Parliament. He was one of those
persons who were appointed on the National List for the
reason that he was an eminent person and it was believed
that his contributions in Parliament would bring about
healthy changes and would contribute substantially to
achieving what Parliament is intended to achieve - that is
good legislation. I think Mr. Choksy was appointed a

Member of Parliament by the United National Party for
that reason and he served in Parliament for several terms
and for a long time. During his time as a Member of
Parliament, he was a Minister in the UNP Government,
Minister in charge of Constitutional and State Affairs and
also a Minister of Finance and one must say that he
discharged those functions with a reasonable measure of
competence and in a manner acceptable to all the people.

Mr. Choksy, by nature, was a very kind person; he
had a very kind disposition. He was a very pleasant
person to deal with. He was a much-respected person
both at the Bar and by persons who were associated with
him. Even in Parliament, he was a much-respected
person. We all sincerely regret his demise because
persons like him are not easy to find. His demise has
indeed been a loss to everyone who had known him and
also a loss to the country.

I join my Colleagues, Sir, in extending our deepest
condolences to the family of the late Hon. K.N. Choksy
and we would like them to be assured that Hon. Choksy
will always be looked upon and also be remembered by
us with respect.

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That Parliament do now adjourn."

g S®azn 8, e e3®@m Ses.
allsarr aBSHLILIL(B) sTHmYsClBTeTamLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 3.20 p.m. until 2.00 p.m. on

Thursday, 10th November, 2016, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 27th October, 2016.
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