246 92 mne80s - 8 DB R0 @ 2016 wE85®8 23 O 8mSaco
CsTE53 246 - @ev. 8 2016 Qeu@ribui 23, QeusirefldhalipenLo
Volume 246 - No. 8 Friday, 23rd September, 2016

g1

S)EEe®@ry D

(691253'6535)
LTI T @RHLO6TM 66 TS5 MBIdk 6T
(amesraFmi)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE DrED

B BTT HMden
OFFICIAL REPORT

(gead&n BOwsnm /Uleny slhssiuiLrsg /Uncorrected)






85I EOD Y WS €R

ced §ed BEDE m0m 5%10d Da8m0d
YEHORO Ddm BN

essd0EmO 1 ® 8odxT g1 ydma:
o8g Bealsied ¢mcd 010 BBe® Fwr v w

erd® ymn:
@ 8B.00. @eneumd O
©0 @I PWOERD DN

esednlm O¥fYed vm s emgdun:
68D emBRDBD) 85e® (:tdnn BBe®) — [0 OB BwBEm @Hmn] - 8§D D6 Bwdnm 8.

Urgmesr 2_eirerL_ga1d

ITFTEIHS HeTdh@GH6T LUPPlw Guallear 9Plsmas
afleTré & Epd@ sumiiepe aflenL_aser

st yMlallssed epev aflerr:

Fb1%5 Y glETiaseafler 1L 1Ly Caiene) BL sulgdHend

I|WISTLIS FTLOTeITID
LOTEHTL LG 1g..6T6V. & 6T @FsT

wresTyLG @)hBl% & 6wTeuiHer

Sl 2 mILesTT FL_L epeVtig6ir:

e85 Q&g gieus@ WTDD (Fn L 1gewaursse) — [wrayllg welld pudles] - waeripenm O L L g

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Work-to-Rule Campaign by Customs Officers

VOTE OF CONDOLENCE:
Hon. D.M. Gunasekere
Hon. Indika Gunawardena

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS:
Rajitha Kodithuwakku Foundation (Incorporation) — [The Hon. Malith Jayathilake] - Read the First time






1007

205Ee®539d
LIT T T (@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2016 e5;82; @98 23 &2 EzpOia¢o
2016 GlriGlribri 23, Glsueiranlsss)psmio
Friday, 23rd September, 2016

g. ©. 10.300 508800s7nd ded Ses.
BDONE®R [©S M BsweygBw Dwmo]
800 Bes.
urgmepweTmd wp.u. 10.30 wenfldb@ds gniqwigi.
FUTHTWSHT Seurser [renrL @ & @ uw @) Semeenio
QUESHSTTSH6.

The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA |
in the Chair.

B8 eFar308w 88w 5Id®
Fsortitlésliul L ugbSTBigser
PAPERS PRESENTED

o6 CHEOsY BEHEE Owm (cwed gisss ©o
®®r8® 3@ e 28E8e®xIned
eBITNBHRS2)

(omevsTLll@ vgagesT SifleTevev - 2 wirgkevall wHMID BB EH
FTEDEVSHET HEMLFF[HLD LITTTEHLOSTNF FeWLI (LpSH6eD6u(ThLD)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
Parliament)

OG0T RSB, 2012 Odswe wews & Como
NEHHPC BBOBmEed ewericle guses 8¢ ©$00®
ByC»BIE wnmIed Dl8m Dadmd ©® 988ur »SS.

o0® DD BB ¥ DD WO wDEDZ®
BEAC doBm el em m0m ©1dd 0w mE 9 98 ©®
ewlszn »SS.

g 88z &Y, wwr @@z Ses.
T BIGSLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

@S (2008 w) o ®aG&Born Dwmo

(oreryfl@ (Currdifwir) oye wrrdmis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)

OO DDNNEWNOB, Jed el BEIEG 0w wwred
®8BR® e0NeDT, el e BEIC mdm ©wwid edn
@@l WO @ “hBw 00N Be® B¢ (Berddn)” HOB
a5 emYPun BOITTVewsT § OB ®0m wwIed Dadmd
®0® 988us WSS.

@008 On Hdw gl Bowlo o2 G&.
FUTLTL_ G860 B)hdbods 1 1_ewemuili_riLi’ 1 gy.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Abdul Haleem - Minister of Post, Postal Services

and Muslim Affairs)

O ®OBNBDROB, VMO, DBEOR @, ©cdB
8900, g 45/5 ¢om BOrrewrd ©8:8 ©98.8C.00.:88
BWmens’ C1e€ euTudn ©® 988y »SS.
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85000 ;08 g2 @& Bewlw wom Gé.

FLOTIAGSLIIL L 1069/DULT  CIITSILOENS SHUPsYSHSHF FIL L &
L L ememull_ i1 gj.

Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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BIOMEDICAL ENGINEER SUBASINGHE ARACHCHIGE
KARUNATHILAKE: DISCIPLINARY INQUIRY

585/°16
1. ©5 §d8» sBSew Oz
(wresrLiflg bEle Lglyer)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
@903, euleen v edBw eeDes 8 ImBHDIe®sT &y
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(iii )
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wmsHeu Gurpdlulweorsrrmer Slm. FuFBis
Y rFFCas & (HEUSTT 6V 6Y &G LI uglymbigs
GFemeuassir 24,69 630785 (L&l 6L IETEVOVE ]
FHBETHTT YWFFGTTE) @(LPHEHTHMI Sl FTT6m6ssT
BLSSULL L ST 6TTLIENSI|LD;

9 Cwefled, Ybs PUSSTHN  ellFTrenesr
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Ibs RPUssTHN elFrreentullsr GlumCum)

WrGlHesTLIEN HuLD;
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(Sb) (i)

(i)

(iii )

(iv)

Bbs 2 53CwrsssT 2008 Gsridsn 2014
auemy GeusllbT®H CFeiTD HLEweUsET 6THHEW60T
QuissTLIEH HULD;

2 $FHCUWITSHLYTOU HLMLOBEHSHBTHUT VUG
Sl L. SeIeusVSHEHESTHMT  GClouerflbT(®
QFSTDTT 6TOTLIENS PAUIGIEUT([H LILIERTSH HL_en6u
seflor Ly  CeusuBGoupras  GVILLRsuTyT
6TEITLIGN S U|1D;

Guphuy  OeusllBTi (Bl  LIWNTHISEHSETS
SjenLoFFesTTsD T L GlFsvallsTid
PUCUT(H  LILITESSL D6UBEHBHOW  Glausk
Gouprs WrblHeTLIENSU|LD;

Cuham Pl  CeueflBrl_ B LIWLIETEISEHdSS TS
Qeevall i’ L. prigser, o) ILSS5SH
2 §a1QurasHsMer GLWwT euGleur@ LIwewTd
Sl1&HHewOIW CleusiGoum T WTEDe 6TEITLIENS LD,

Sjeui @) dFeniuiled milailiiumrym?

(@) GeirCmev, sysir?

asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous

Medicine:

(&  Will he inform this House-

(M

(if)

whether a disciplinary inquiry has been
conducted either by the Public Service
Commission or the Ministry of Health
against Mr. Subasinghe Arachchige
Karunathilake, = Biomedical = Engineer
employed in the Biomedical Engineering
Services Division, Colombo 10 attached to
the Ministry of Health;

if so, the dates on which the aforesaid
disciplinary inquiry was commenced and
concluded; and

1010

(iiii) the outcome of the aforesaid disciplinary
inquiry?
(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) the number of foreign tours this officer has
made during 2008 to 2014;

(ii) separately, as per each tour, whether it was
made for official purposes or for personal

purposes;

(iii)  separately, as per each tour, the expenses
borne by the Ministry; and

(iv) separately, as per each tour, the number of
days taken for the tour and the officer who
has authorized leave?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@6 (eedexs) Gfm oedrncsTm Owm (eweds,
eufsem v odBw @edes gLImBY®)

(wreryflg  (weougslw  serplgl) rredls Geearrrser -
FHHTHTTLD, CUTFeeRT HMID FBHF (HBSHIU HeVLOFFIT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)
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(ii)
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2011.08.12 - 2011.08.15 eued®Em
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2013.05.27 - 2013.05.31 euad®Em
2013.12.02 -2013.12.08 eued®Em
2014.11.10 - 2014.11.16 eued®Em
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@0BsY B8 Bwe®n ¢Go 0% 1.
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S D)
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2013.12.02 - 2013.12.08 07 ©5 ee®Fwc BBetdn
OBn® (eweds 3@omns)

2014.11.10-2014.11.16 06 ©0 ee@Fwc BBees
OBn® (0w g@imns)
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O JF8m vBSe Swmo

(woresriflg LbSls Lglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O BOIBNBDROB, Cod BgPNB and y@dmw SBwd
©©93 HOBYSIEHST DO BB, eOB BE@8wd
e uBFsemw OFedm DmDInD nes, e® BERBwe
Bednnn @D Bedny DD Dibm 0D Beadmdae BwE.

@0 (e0Dexs) Godn ewmndsy vm

(omrevsr i@ (weugslw HevTBIF) rredls CFerryder)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

@® BE8w 0axTRewsy Dmnw uileen ¢ody Hoed
201638. @® Be8w & mcs ne dednnn edE Boam
DOD g0 Y0 Dol ORI BIWT.

O JF8m 8BS Bwmo

(woresriflg LbSls Lglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

© RIN®O 9e8e OB @B and yE»@ eOwi.
e® Be@Bwr 2014 &8 ©@wedd gckd oweds
BOOECHWY wWB@OIWMGDET WO ©wHYIB e BB
0dfcsnd  Beadmdr. o® Inwe «dFvwmed gog
DCwede 0@ moemes e 0D B IO
D80 @D Bedmdig? g@imernm  Bg®@moiednt
Bostesy, eOxIVI®Ged ® w8, BESewrn,
BOYOWCEDRB ecoconm o® BBwWO wHNIGIE B8O
RIN®O Db EDE BedmDg? Dlmr DR NFTHO,
RN 0® B8EAeD owowr AEHDe?

@6 (eeDexs) Godn ewrndsy vm
(omressryLll@ (weugglw HevTBIF) rredls CFerryder)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

®® & BEAcD owiwn ACTHO.

@6 PEB® BB Swmo

(wrabrfl@ ybgle uglyen)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
®od g0 y@m VB ;HE. eDewI® EHHAE.

euddm ¢80 wd® @dfeE Ber® : HOEOC
edf S
oor fluiir GFLOVTLI BlFWId &6vTd EHH 6. (& (H6vTT 56D
meuL L Lb
EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ACCOUNT: KURUNEGALA
DISTRICT
745/°16
2. ©0; BOE S¥MIw6z Owmn
(orarfl@ Lwed rémrwss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
DOWO ¥ DadBw w®B wICH BB SIEHST &gy
y@me- (1):

() 2013, 2014 ew» 2015 8580c Borew0E 8w

[DIH
(i) Bwo #3880 By owdm ¥ edm &d8eE
(EPF) 8eq® eso2500;
(i) acBsy Bwr 188 g eddm a8 widm ao®ecE
(EPF) 8eq® e300

o O O8se 4D DY DY DRewWsY EWIBOEHE
®BIB) O5E @OV 51D c¥OsIeYBe?
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(a0) 2013, 2014 ez 2015 0580c acBsy Swo 888 §
@dom 80 wim @08 (EPF) 8eg® t01500,

(1) O8O aws ©@n®;
(i) a8 cuxss gy,
(i) oesedolm gorw;
(iv) »8usim goncs;

(V) 28I gonw;
(Vi) oo gomes;

amD ww O O D&se amd 00 005 Dnewsy
@R ent WIS 9@ 08 wwrdd ¢IDTenBe?

(@) o0 deEmnd,d Oxsic?

Qariflev wHMID OCSTYDHFBISE 2 MeydssT YewFFeNTd
GaslL aflerm:

(o) 2013, 2014 wpmuo 2015 o0 yer@Bseflsv
@(HENTTSH6V LOTeUL_L_SSl6D,
() udley QeEuFmhs eamflui Gsweoru BlSlwd
(EPF) ss6m18; @y s6flsir e16vorensildends;

(i)  ydlsrs wvdle Qaiigistar o2mGsml. (EPF)

% 6W8Td5 (G BHEI 60T 6TEBOTEUDTIdh M d5;

euGleuT(mH evTIgesT SigliienLuiled SesflGHetGu

WIT| 6TETUENS Hjeui B)FFemLid@ plafllimyr?
(=) 2013, 2014 woHmid 2015 0 yeEr@Hsald LsTe

ugley Gsiigierar 2m.Gs.B. (EPF) sewrds@asatsr

STEOITEUTH6M S,

() orerisssise o Nssrar souaissr,

(i)  u@glwerallevrssT OTs BmIcussTEISET,

(i) geNwri sewm;

(iv) »asesmflvgienm;

(V) alasrwsgiop;

(Vi) Grevaus siemp;

QD& jewww REICITH 4TI SjigliLiewL uflsd

SllSSaNCW WTg 6TadTLMS — Jeuir  @)FFewLIs S,
Plafliimyr?

( @) @G, ereir?

asked the Minister of Labour and Trade Unions
Relations:

(a)  Will he inform this House, separately, in relation
to years 2013, 2014 and 2015 -

(1) the number of registered Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) accounts; and

(ii)  the number of Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) accounts registered anew in the
District of Kurunegala?

(b) Will he also inform this House, separately, in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees” Provident Fund (EPF) accounts
registered anew and by - State-owned companies;
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(i) semi-government institutions;
(ii) the private sector;
(iii)  the industrial sector;
(iv)  the agricultural sector; and
(v) the service sector?
(¢) Ifnot, why?

@G 6853¢ wOSDS Bwm (HOMS ¥ DaFBws 8B
BAEM G o ®2)

(wrewryllg refbdlr sweafr - Gsrled WHMID COSTHHFBIS
2 _MeY&HET @) TTMTHIS HEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera - State Minister of Labour
and Trade Unions Relations)

O DOINBHROB, OO yBEH 6O BERSC e®ewi.

@ O

D&sw

Bwo ©52.80 By 0dom add widdm
208¢c (EPF) 8eg® o100

2013 106,205

2014 105,858

2015 112,582

(ii)

DBweBwr 5850
B odom a8
wodm ¢68ec (EPF)
Ben® 63001500

2013 38,778

2014 39,945

2015 43,281

() oum =88 DEBWmoenw WO E¢ BERBwWE O
euDm ¢8VwIdm a0 B EBNSD.

DOWO ©¢e308me@IND W & Eozn & Femd A 80O
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Qwm G ¢ 80 acg 0w ewddmweid B8
aBow o gomw B0 OO wWiEmws Sworsded
omed.

(a) 1> eE.

O OGO, Sod VIR On Iy yE»® 01> OO
8@m50:0wWO GH® B¥vN. O 8 e gren & 8E€nd
G @eDn.

G DOE S¥mNGm V™o

(orarflg LNwed ré&mrwss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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©®wd.
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@G 6853 8®ESS Pwmo
(wreryflg refbdlr Fwefr)

(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera)
acBsy 43,2818.

®G; BOE SF¥NIWGZH Dwmn

(wrraxr'm“&@ LNwsv J;_'r,‘rbrru_lé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

acBAsy 43,2818, o6 ¢@8neB, d¢ B v BE.
aoides amend oo oc SEEEmed du®en 88w
gAY dBwo wewr Bwo 880 oo B H®1 e
®Oe?

©C 6853 8®SES Pwmo

(orenryflg Tefbdlr Fwefr)

(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera)

©0 OB, ©®»d 80 0 mEsT Bwr 888 ey
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ABwDmO BB acBsT Bwo ©58:8 §en®@s 0®wd ewnsy
OEDB. Dendr 005 yoos’. emed cOns, AR
Sod ymn me 388 0® B8O O @i awd ¢Bm)®
¢oioN. O0 0® BEAcD OO0 ewiws ICCE APPSO
an® ecsim®.

®0 BOE S¥mnem Dvwmo

(oraryflg LNwed rémrwss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

5101 8E0® & oD 1088, I s HOBROA. e®w
8w eznB @cws.

©C 6853 @SS Pwmo

(orenryflg Tefbdlr Fwefr)

(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera)

@ & 0 0doBmO® ewis AR VIO /®
@I ®, ©0 O5F 0.

®O BOE S¥mBE Dvwmo

(orasrflg LNwed rémmwss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®od 0¢dn and YEm® e®euld. ¥o Ciss yOBEROA,
RIN®O Businy yodsle, & O O Dbsw ne 8x® Bw
88 emies®eang Buwo?

©G 3853 8®SBS s

(wrenryflg refbdlr Fwefr)

(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera)

Ow® ©0 ¢5Y BesIm W, ©0 OFED®. & v @wows
D & BENS o @I mO.

OO DOIBNWBDR O

(omressTLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@> gow 5-586/'16-(1), 6 B sBSe Owmo.

OG 9B 8BS Swmo

(wredryfl@ ybgla Lglren)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
B DN HROB, @ OO y&E®® g,
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©G eBERs BBy EE @vwmo

(omerLyLfl@ svgangLosT sliflsTsvev

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO DDBNBDROB, DG ¥ 52D WO ¢S
00xedsY @ OO ydm»wed B8Eno 2® wewr B ecm®
B 9CEE 835,

g @z Enwd 988esx 8800 Bewiw wom @&
QdTTsWEU 1ODCIDT (G BIVTEBND FLOT IG5 B 1 eweTuill 1011”1 ).
Question ordered to stand down.
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(oreTyLfl@ FUTHTWSET Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

y&@D gom 6-746/'16-(1), S FOE S¥rowm Swno.

®0 DOE S¥mnGm v
(T8l Lwed répruss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
OO DONEDROB, @ OO YE»®@ gusI.

oG Beddesy eusedd wm (HBm yBIB o

$88m MmOGnH G gLImBR)

(wrewsryllg BGrrager QuGryr - Gsfw G&TeTensgH6r

LHDID QUITHATTSTT SVIUVEET (BT TETEIS B eHLOEFT)

(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs)

O WDNBDROB, @GR ® wY HBw BB
o 388m DOYD 2P n® eOMEDE ® OO YEH®O
B8EnJC 20 wewo 8B ecmm e 9E R 8350,

g @z Enawd 988ex 800 Bewiw wom &
afleormreney mEDTG STEBND FLOFLINGSES HL 1 enerufli_ LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreTLfl@ FUBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

y@> gom 9-587/'16-(1), ©5 38w sB5en Swmo.

O JF8m vBSe Bwmo

(woresriflg LbSls Lglyewr)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
O ®OIBNEDROB, @ OO yE»G g Do.

o6 VYRS BBy EE Owmo

(oreoryLfl@ svaagLosir sliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO DONEDROB, PRO 2@ eDNEDsT & O©
3@» O BEG 2® wewr 8B @¢mm mMEHE 9E R 830,

g @z Enw& 988esx B8O Bewiw wom @&

aflormreney mGDTG STEBND FLOFLINGSES HL 1 enerufli LI’ L g).

Question ordered to stand down.
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asked theMinister of Labour and Trade Unions
Relations:

(a)  Will he inform this House separately in relation to
years 2013, 2014 and 2015 -
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(i) the number of registered Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) accounts;

(i)  the number of Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) accounts registered anew;

in the District of Matara?

(@) Will he also inform this House separately in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) accounts
registered anew and by -

(1) State-owned companies;
(i) semi-Government institutions;
(iii)  the private sector;
(iv)  the industrial sector;
the agricultural sector;
the service sector?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous 9 BOmo.

Medicine:
(@  Will he admit-

(i) that the Public Service Commission granted
approval to the Secretary of the Ministry of
Health to grant promotions to Grade 1
outside the 6:1 ratio from 01.10.2001 to
31.12.2005 to officers of Para Medical (The Hon. Speaker)

Service which include Public Health gdo gom 7 - 796/'16- (1), 01 (e00¢s) »Erig SwBedes
Laboratory Technologists as per the .

recommendation of the Cabinet of
Ministers dated 28.07.2001 bearing No.
2®/11/0129/509/023; and

(i) however, several provincial councils have
not granted salary arrears to some Public
Health Laboratory Technologists who were
promoted to Grade 1 in accordance with the
above method?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the time to be spent
for the payment of the said salary arrears?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and

Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether action has been taken by the
Committee to inform the decision that was
taken regarding the Petition Number COM/
PP/2015/208 submitted to the Committee on
Public Petitions by Mrs. S.S.B.K.M.S.C
Namarathna of the Department of
Immigration and Emigration regarding a
Grade 1 post in the Sri Lanka
Administrative Service;

(i) whether the Controller General of
Immigration and Emigration was informed
by the Additional Secretary (Public
Administration), Mr. B.PPS.
Abeygunarathne through the letter dated
11.05.2016 to take action in accordance
with the aforementioned decision and report
back to him; and

(iii)  of the response that has been received with
reference to informing the aforementioned
decision?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the maximum period the officers of the Sri
Lanka Administrative Service can remain
at a place of their choice;

(i) whether their transfer
functioning properly;

procedure is

(iii) if so, as to how Mr. Sarath Rupasiri
(S.L.AS. - 1) and Mr. Nihal Ranasinghe
(S.L.A.S. Special Grade) have been serving
in the Department of Immigration and
Emigration for 22 years and 14 years
respectively; and

(iv) whether he admits that the officers who
have joined the department as their
successors have faced an injustice owing to
them remaining in the Department of
Immigration and Emigration for a long
period?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

That is your view. But, what is happening in the
Ministry is a different thing.
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Hon. Member, this is the Government’s view. o8g
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I agree. But, there is a go-slow.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

I can assure you that we will consult all stakeholders.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Okay. But, you should ensure that the go-slow stops
and the work continues. That is the main thing right now.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

I know that the work has to continue. I think, there is a
discussion going on now. But, I can assure you that all the
stakeholders will be consulted. We will have to upgrade
this law because it does make provision for IT and all the
other things to come in.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and

Water Supply)

Hon. Speaker, I am pleased to say a few words on this
occasion when this House is paying tribute to one of the
former Members, the late Hon. D.M. Gunasekere, who
served this House for a period of four years, from 1960 to
1964. Several Hon. Members who spoke before me
referred to the rare personality that the Hon. D.M.
Gunasekere was.

Sir, the Votes of Condolence in this House are
certainly not mere rituals where we pay empty tributes in
this Assembly to Members who have passed away. What
is more important for us to look at is the Member’s entry
to Parliament and the period in which he served the
country as a representative of the people. All of us know
that 1960 was a turbulent period where this House had to
face two elections in the same year, in March and later in
July - we now have here Field Marshal Hon. Sarath
Fonseka also with us - and that was a year where the
country faced an attempt at a coup to topple a
democratically-elected Government. Such was the period
in which the Hon. D.M. Gunasekere entered this House
and served his people. What is important for us to bear in
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mind is it is because of such people and their commitment
to democracy that democracy thrives today in this
country.

I am not someone who had closely associated with
him, but I have heard from the people, particularly the
Muslims of villages like Bakinigahawela, Kotabowa,
which are ancient villages where Muslims have settled
down since the glorious good old days of the Uva-
Wellassa Rajadhani. The Hon. D.M. Gunasekere had been
responsible to look at issues concerning the miniscule
minority like the Muslims and has even been responsible
to ensure that they were allocated a separate land for their
burial purposes. All of us know that Muslim burial rites
have to be concluded within a day, within 24 hours, and
they are not in the habit of cremating the remains of the
dead. Therefore, they need proper burial grounds to allow
the departed to have a final resting place. In this case, the
Muslims of Kotabowa have always been keeping the late
Hon. D.M. Gunasekere in their thoughts for this yeoman
service that he rendered those people. That was also a
period - especially after 1956 - in which there was this
wave of Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism sweeping across
the country, a period in which there was a massive revival
towards nationalist feelings. In balancing the interests of
the majority and the minorities, the service of people of
the calibre of the late Hon. D. M. Gunasekere have to be
always remembered. We need to pay a glowing tribute to
the way in which such people conducted their public life.

It is also important for us to remember here - because I
as a Party Leader who has to travel past Bibile - the days
in which we had to face the horrendous war against
terrorism in the country, there were times when we could
not go through the normal route through Mahiyangana
and Mahaoya to reach Ampara. We had to take the
circuitous route towards Bibile and go through Bibile to
Ampara passing Namaloya and other areas. It was the late
Hon. D. M. Gunasekere who had been the pioneer in
making sure that that road became a reality and that road
is an important bypass road for the purposes of reaching
Ampara in case there are difficulties to go through the
usual route of passing through Mahiyangana and
Mahaoya towards Ampara. Therefore, that again is a
matter that is always remembered when the late Hon. D.
M. Gunasekere's name is mentioned.

I do not want to take much time in paying tribute to
him, but I must also remember here that the late Hon.
Gunasekere had among his offspring whom he left for the
country, the boys and girls - seven of them - a son whom
he allowed to join the armed forces and serve the armed
forces. Therefore, he should be among those parents who
have that satisfaction of having contributed towards
safeguarding the territorial integrity of this country
bequeathing one of their children towards the horrendous
war that we had to face. Therefore, that again is another
important aspect of his glorious life.

He had lived until the ripe old age of 82 years and had
served his people well by having been involved in the
revival of the co-operative movement, having served the
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co-operative movement, having been involved in setting
up the co-operative welfare establishment in many parts
of the Moneragala District during the period of the late
Trade Minister, Hon. T. B. Illangaratne. These are all
important milestones in his glorious political career.

It is my pleasure once again, Mr. Speaker, to be
involved in paying tribute to one of those parted
Members who had rendered a yeomen service to his
people.

May [ convey my condolences to his wife and
children and to the people of Moneragala on this
occasion.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this opportunity to say a
few words on the Vote of Condolence of the Hon. Indika
Gunawardena, a former Member and a former Minister of
this country. It was my good fortune, Sir, to know Hon.
Indika Gunawardena in my younger days, or for us to
meet each other in our younger days. I came to know him
when we were both in Parliament together at the same
time. And, during that time, I developed a very close
relationship with him. We often talked at length. 1 found
him to be a very liberal person with very progressive
views. He struck me as being a genuine Sri Lankan who
wanted all the people in this country - irrespective of
whether they were Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, Burghers,
whatever - to be Sri Lankans and to be one nation
belonging to one country on a basis of equality and
justice. 1 was so impressed with his very liberal and
progressive views that 1 once suggested to him that he
should become the President of this country. In fact, I
proposed to him, “Indika, you should stand for presidency
in this country, because I do not think anyone else is more
qualified than you to be the President of this country and
if you become the President of this country, I am sure you
can guide this country on proper lines." Of course, I think,
Sir, humility and simplicity were the hallmarks of the
character and personality of Hon. Indika Guanwardena
and he smiled at my proposal and would not take it too
seriously.

We are sorry, Sir, genuinely sorry, that this country is
today missing a person like him. We are today engaged in
a very important exercise as far as this country is
concerned. We are trying to frame a Constitution for the
people of this country on the basis of consensus, not
merely amongst political parties, but on the basis of
consensus amongst the different peoples who live in this
country. I think it is fundamental that the supreme law of
this country should be framed on such consensus. It is in
countries where Constitutions have been framed on
consensus that there has been peace, harmony, goodwill
and prosperity amongst all peoples. You have several
examples the world over. I think if a person like the
Hon. Indika Gunawardena was with us today, he would
have played a very important role in accomplishing this
sacred task that we are all engaged in, because he was one
who believed genuinely and sincerely that all Sri Lankans
can live together only on the basis of equality and justice.
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He came from a distinguished political family in this
country, Sir. His father, the late Hon. Philip Gunawardena
was a leader of a political party, a Member of Parliament
and a Minister in several Governments. His mother, the
late Hon. (Mrs.) Kusuma Gunawardena, was also a
Member of Parliament. Several of his brothers are in
politics. They are, Mr. Prasanna Gunawardena, former
Mayor of Colombo, the Hon Dinesh Gunawardena who is
the Leader of the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna and a one-
time Minister who is with us in Parliament today and the
Hon. Geethanjana Gunawardena, a former Member of
Parliament who was also a Minister. I believe, the Hon.
Indika Gunawardena had one sister.

We convey to the spouse of the Hon. Indika
Gunawardena, Dr. (Mrs.) Pathmini Gunawardena, his
children and grandchildren our extremely sincere
condolences on the passing away of a great man, a
person whom we can, without any reservation or
hesitation, describe as a great Sri Lankan. We are all
sorry that he has passed away. His demise is not merely a
loss to his family; his demise is a great loss to this whole
country. I am personally extremely sorry that for
unavoidable reasons I was not able to pay my respects in
person to him when he passed away. I am genuinely sorry
about that, that I failed in my duty to pay my respects to a
great individual for whom I had developed a great deal of
affection.

But I want to convey Sir, to the members of his family
and all others close to him, our deepest condolences and
assure them that the Hon. Indika Gunawardena will
always be remembered by us as a genuine, good friend.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Speaker, I had the privilege of being in the same
Cabinet of President Chandrika  Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga where the late Hon. Indika Gunawardena
too was a member. Before I became the Leader of the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress, the late Hon. Indika
Gunawardena served in the same Cabinet under President
Kumaratunga along with my late Leader, the Hon.
M.H.M. Ashraff.

To me, the Hon. Indika Gunawardena coming from a
dynastic family exuded the important qualities of not only
a matured politician but also a very humane person and a
person with a sense of humility. His humaneness and
humility is a matter that everybody agrees upon. But for
someone who had foregone his job and the profession for
the sake of the Party, for the ideology to which he had
taken to, it is an extraordinary trait.

His involvement with the Communist Party of Sri
Lanka since 1970s resulted in him entering the Provincial
Council only in 1993. Along with the former President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, he entered the
Western Provincial Council and along with her, when she
led the then People’s Alliance to victory over the United
National Party, after a long rule of repression as they said,
there began his Parliamentary career. Within that short
career, he held several portfolios. I must very gratefully
acknowledge the assistance he gave my late Leader, the
Hon. M.H.M. Ashraff, to implement the drinking water
scheme for the coastal areas of the Ampara District,
which was begun by him as the then Cabinet Minister in
charge of Urban Development, Housing and Construction.

In a Condolence Motion, sometimes, it may not be
correct to digress and talk about or criticize the ideologies
to which Members committed themselves. There was a
minor battle a while ago over a comment made by the
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama about the ideology of
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certain Members of Parliament and the political path they
have chosen, which was frowned upon by the Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara. True enough but the fact is that
left of centre politics in this country has had its own
challenges when it came to standing up for the rights of
minorities in this country. We have had a galaxy of
leaders who had led the Left movement in the pre-
independence and post-independence history of his
country and who had steadfastly stood for justice,
equality and autonomy of the minority communities in
this country.

The late Hon. Indika Gunawardena was someone who,
in this House and outside, steadfastly supported his
Party’s ideology in taking forward the efforts to grant
more power to the regions in this country. After the Indo-
Lanka Accord, when the Thirteenth Amendment was
introduced and the Provincial Council elections were
called upon, the Communist Party and all the left of
centre parties came together under the banner of United
Socialist Alliance to contest the Provincial Council
election held in 1988. When the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party boycotted the elections, they became the official
Opposition. The Party my late leader led - the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress - became the Opposition in the
temporarily-merged North-Eastern Provincial Council.

There were many battles, both in this House as well as
in the Provincial Councils, to try and convince the then
UNP administration, which had by then become
somewhat arrogant and inflexible when it came to
devolving power in the provinces in which they were not
ruling and we had several incidents where matters went to
courts to find resolutions to the problems. Therefore, this
issue of devolution of power and the left of centre parties
and their commitment and midway through we also found
the radicalization of youth, who also professed the same
Marxist ideology, which unfortunately got mixed up
sometimes with the nationalist ideology. Some critics
would have even called them somewhat “racists” in their
attitude. But then people of late Hon. Indika
Gunawardena’s caliber were there to steadfastly stand up
and speak up for greater justice for minorities in this
country.

The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama referred to the
three dynastic families and the manner in which they had
committed themselves to public service without any
allegation of corruption, which I would wholeheartedly
endorse. | had the good fortune of associating with all his
siblings, including the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena,
Prasanna Gunawardena, the former Mayor of Colombo
and my former Colleague in this Chamber, the Hon.
Geetanjana Gunawardena. It is only their sister Lakmali
with whom I have not had much acquaintance, but all of
them, whatever ideology they professed, have brought
honour and esteem to whatever the office they held.

Therefore, it has always been a pleasure of knowing
them and when it comes to Indika, I must once again say
that he was a rare human being. With such humility and
with very forthright views, he was committed to his
ideology and lived a simple life throughout and had been
a wonderful example for anyone who would take to pubic
life.
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Therefore, it is with a heavy heart that we associate
ourselves in this Vote of Condolence and I would extend
my condolence to his dear wife, Dr. Padmini
Gunawardena and his two sons as well as his siblings,
who are present today both in this Chamber and in the
Gallery.

I thank you.
[e.20. 2.57]
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o0 BER ABade Svmo

(revryfl@ vaagLosst &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the motion agreed to by
Parliament on 08.03.2016, the hours of sitting this day shall be

10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 6.30 p.m.
Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put."

g 88z &Y, ewr e3®@z Ses.
aflearir AHSHLILIL(B) sTHmISCIETeTenTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.
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RAJITHA KODITHUWAKKU FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION)
BILL

OGS OBS BB Dvm

(wressryfl@ wedld M wiFevs)

(The Hon. Malith Jayathilake)
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(The Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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ADJOURNMENT

o6 eBEes ABadc vwm

(oreiTLyfl@ svFagLosiT SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@G ®ONEDROB, "8Ee®@snd ¢l wE mPe
@08 © ewldsn HOH.

g S®a 8, e e3@@m Ses.
alearir ailBlssLILIL (5) TDmIs CIsTereaTLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 4.42 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 04th October, 2016.
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