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BHENCVEHLD CUIHGHSHTT 6.
The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,
DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] in
the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief

Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher Education

and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hizbullah - State Minister of
Rehabilitation and Resettlement)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present -

1. apetition received from Mr. A. Selasteenruban of
No.525/8, Trincomalee Road, Batticaloa and

2. a petition received from Mr. M.C.A. Razeed of
Kapurady Road, Kattankudi.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle - State
Minister of City Planning and Water Supply)

@6 Bewdss »Onemn®s, o@D, 3 moes, ®uc

0, g 30 ¢ HSmnewnd ©d O.8.0d8. ymusTg
Ovmeasy el eundn ©0 BEwrIDd.



427 208Bedsind 428

©0; OBY Sededms dvm (E, miE @@ ¥
IE® 3r108m WmOYD Bewlus gL rimune)
(wreawyllE g0l alCxCsasr - SuT, ST CFeneudser
WwHMID WPeedlid Fow epIeusvEer Lrd) Oenodei)

(The Hon. Duleep Wijesekera - Deputy Minister of Post,
Postal Services and Muslim Religious Affairs)
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - Deputy Minister of Power and
Renewable Energy)
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(The Hon. H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha - Deputy Minister of

Justice and Deputy Minister of Buddha Sasana)
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(The Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera)
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(The Hon. (Dr) Nalinda Jayathissa)
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(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera - State Minister of Labour

and Trade Unions Relations)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

Sir, on behalf of the Prime Minister, Minister of
National Policies and Economic Affairs, I ask for two
weeks' time to answer that Question.
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asked
Highways:

the Minister

of Higher Education and

(a) Is he aware that-

)

(i)

(iii)

the work of the expressway originally
proposed to be constructed up to Kandy by
the former Govemment was later
commenced under the name ‘“Northem
Central Expressway” with the aim of
extending it up to the North and the East;

the present Government changed its name
and commenced the work at Koshinna,
Kadawatha, in March 2015; and

phase one of this road proposed to be
constructed through Gampaha district from
Enderamulla to Mirigama, Ambepussa,
directly affects the people of Gampaha
District?

(b) Will he inform this House-

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

™)

whether the residents of the relevant areas
have been made aware of the new plans and
the route of this road;

whether the lands to be acquired for the
expressway have been identified and
marked;

whether those lands have been documented
after classifying as residential lands,
business premises, factories, public places,
state land et cetera;

whether accepting complaints of appeals on
mspection of titles and conducting
inspections have been started; and

whether valuation and payment of
compensation have been commenced?

(¢) Will he also inform this House of the current
situation with regard to the construction of this
expressway?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:

(@)

(®)

©

Is he aware-

(1) that the jewellery in the possession of the
Multi Purpose Corporative Society, Horana
has been sold to one institution as a
complete stock without conducting an
auction;

(i) ofthe fact that the decision taken to conduct
an investigation after complaining to the
Police Fraud Investigation Division in
relation to a cheque transaction which had
been done by utilizing the signature of a
deceased person by the name of Gayan
Thushara has not been hitherto
implemented; and

(iii) that fraudulent activities such as obtaining
commissions when purchasing rice and
dried fish, obtaining a substandard CCTV
camera system at a high cost for the Rural
bank, Moonagama Branch, and obtaining a
2 per cent commission out of the donations
granted by a private institution to the
society are being committed by several
individuals including the Chairman?

Will he inform this house of the measure that will
be taken in relation to this type of corrupt and
fraudulent activities which are being committed by
several persons including the Chairman of the
corporative society?

Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Higher Education and Highways:

@)
@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

Will he inform this House -

the amount allocated for the project to
develop the Kalutara, Nagoda - Neboda
main road;

the length of the section of that road
expected to be widened;

whether compensation has been paid to
those whose properties were damaged, with
respect to Katukurunda - Nagoda section of
that road;

if so, of the names of the recipients of
compensation and the amounts paid,
separately;

(b)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

440

the reasons for the delay in widening the
Bombuwala Mankada area on the Nagoda -
Neboda section of that road;

whether compensation would be paid for
the movable and immovable property
damaged in the process; and

if so, the amount of such compensation?

Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government:.

(@) Is he aware that the funds of the Provincial
Council have been used for a private foundation
operating by the name of the present Chief
Minister of the Uva Province?

(b) Will he inform this House-

() whether the money owned by the people in
the area can be used for activities of a
private foundation;

(i) whether a proper investigation will be
conducted in this regard; and

(i)  whether action will be taken to charge the
financial loss caused to the Provincial
Council from the persons responsible for
that?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked
Relations :

theMinister of Labour and Trade Unions

(@) Will he inform this House, separately, in relation
to years 2013,2014 and 2015 -

(i) the number of registered Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) accounts; and

(i)  the number of Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) accounts registered anew;

(b) in the District of Kandy?

(1) Will he also inform this House, separately,
in relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the
number of Employees’ Provident Fund
accounts registered anew by -

(i) State-owned companies;

(i)  semi-government institutions;
(iv)  the private sector;

(v) the industrial sector;

(vi) the agricultural sector; and the service
sector?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera - State Minister of
Labour and Trade Unions Relations)
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development :

(@) Will he inform this House -

(1) separately, the assassinations that took
place in the country and the Westem
Province during the periods from
01.01.2015 to 01.122015 and from
01.12.2015to 01.08.2016;

(i) separately, in relation to each Police
Division, the total number  of
assassinations that took place during the
period from 01.01.2015to 01.08.2016;

(iii)  out of the assassinations that were stated in
aforesaid (ii), the number of assassinations
in which the criminals were not uncovered;

(iv) separately, the number of assassinations
that took place within the first eight-month
period of the years 2013,2014 and 2016;

(v) the number of attempted murder incidents
that took place during the period from
01.01.2015 to 01.08.2016; and

(vi) the number of occasions in which firearms
were used for the assassinations and in
attempted murder incidents during the
period from 01.01.2015to 01.08.2016?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education :
(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a circular has been issued by the
Ministry of Education stipulating that
ethnic ratio be followed when admitting
students to grade one of schools; and

(ii)  if so, whether a copy of the said cicular will
be presented?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine; to be read a
Second time upon Tuesday, 20th September, 2016 and to be printed;
and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

““That the Government Business do have precedence this day.”
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Question put, and agreed to.

I

o0 VLS BBy EE vmo
(reTyfl@ svsagLosst SliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

“That the proceedings on Item No. 156 of Public Business appearing
on the Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the
provisions of the Standing Order No. 23 of the Parliament.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Imove,

“That notwithstanding the provisions of the motion agreed to by
Parliament on 08.03.2016, the hours of sitting this day shall be
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. At 4.00 p.m.,
Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We have no objection to continue the Proceedings
without a lunch break.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Permission of the House is sought to continue the
Proceedings without a lunch break. Does the House
agree?
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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RATIFICATION OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT

[11.35am.]
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(orevsryll@ remfled alldSlrwdsis - UNrsw Sewssm Coflw
Q& TeiTen 6T HMID QUITHETTSTT (EVIICVEHET HHLDFF(HLD)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister
of National Policies and Economic Affairs)

Imove,

"That the Ratification of the Paris Agreement on the United
Nation’s Framework Convention on Climate Change adopted in
New York on 09" May, 1992, which was presented on 07.09.2016,
be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am happy that the Members of
this House are taking a keen interest on this matter and I
think it is my duty to explain why we asked for a change
at the Committee on Parliamentary Business to bring this
forward.

Global climate change has really captured our
attention in the last few decades. In 1992, the United
Nations adopted the framework on a Convention on
Climate Change. But the problem was having agreed to
the Convention, countries could not thereafter agree on
the steps to be taken. I mean, in 1992, I was the then
Minister of Industries and Scientific Affairs. You can just
imagine how long it has taken for the countries across the
globe to come into an agreement.

The fact is that some of the developed countries did
not want any caps on emission or any controls because
they felt that their own development will be affected. We
are all aware that in the last two centuries the industrial
revolution and the rapid developments of the world
economies; the World War II; the use of atomic weapons;
the testing on nuclear weapons and all those have made a
significant impact on the global climate change.
Therefore, the climate change, the range we expect of 1.5
°C - 2 °C, is getting exceeded. Even in Sri Lanka, as |
mentioned yesterday in my speech, there is a threat that
even the waters of Mahaweli can get affected and also our
tea industry. It is in this background that there were a
number of meetings held, but even the last one in
Copenhagen also ended without any agreement despite
the efforts that were made. Many countries were looking
at their own self-interest. Is it possible for a country to
develop fast, have rapid development while controlling its
level of emissions? So, it is a question of how powerful
the lobbies were in different countries; whether it be in
India, China or America and we are happy that Europe
and Japan took the lead on these matters. Nevertheless, at
the Paris Climate Talks last year, there was an agreement
reached. I will not say that we are 100 per cent satisfied
with it but it was a great leap forward and now the
process of ratification has started.

The ratification requires 55 countries with 55 per cent
of the global emissions to agree to ratify the Agreement

for it to come into force. While the countries have agreed,
these are still issues in some of the Western countries and
also in some of the developing Asian economies. Whilst
they should agree to these provisions to restrict
emissions, these are some of the major issues that are
coming up and that will occupy the centre stage in the
forthcoming elections in the Western countries this year
and next year. In such a background, it gave us all
encouragement when the President of the United States
and the President of China - President Obma and
President Xi - agreed prior to the G20 Meeting that both
countries are going to ratify this Climate Change
Agreement.

In that background many countries and many
Parliaments have now decided to go ahead and ratify the
Agreement. As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, President
Maithripala Sirisena’s election manifesto ensures that we
take all necessary measures to protect the environment.
That was agreed to by all the parties that supported
President Sirisena and the President himself has taken
over the Ministry of Mahaweli Development and
Environment and taken many measures to go ahead.
Therefore, for us it is important that that be clarified. As
far as Sri Lanka’s development is concerned, we also
have an ambition of rapid economic development. It has
to be one that is environmentally friendly. If I put it in
another way, I do not know whether the Opposition will
agree, it is going to be a very "green" development
economically. We will talk about the political one later.

@0 Levd @edED Bwnmo
(orewrllg HCevray @ ewTouieur)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
You can talk about it tomorrow.

@G OBE Dn@&Bow Owmo
(orevorL Ll Temilsv aildalrfnids)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Yes, we will talk on that tomorrow. This country has
to move forward being environmental friendly. The
Government has already approved the Sri Lanka
Sustainable Development Bill. It has been sent to the
Provincial Councils. I would like to ask the Minister of
Provincial Councils and Local Government also to ask
them to expedite it. Then we may be able to debate and
pass that Bill also this year. Then we can look at the other
measures that are necessary to be taken in accordance
with the Sustainable Development Council that has been
prepared on the lines of the Canadian Sustainable
Development Council. Canada is one of the countries in
the forefront of protecting the environment. Once we
have the Sustainable Development Council, Hon.
Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife will
then be able to bring before this House the necessary
plans.

So, in this background, we want to ratify it quickly in
order to ensure that at least by the time the UN General
Assembly meets, there are enough ratifications or
commitments to ratify that and the Agreement will come
into force before November this year. We discussed this
matter with President Maithripala Sirisena and he himself
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pressed for this Accord. We must also place on record the
contributions made by President Hollande of France in
putting the Paris Agreement together.

In this background, we felt that we should ask the
Parliament to ratify this Agreement immediately because
when the President visits New York for the UN General
Assembly - that will be the last UN General Assembly
meeting with both Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and
the US President Barack Obama who took the initiative in
Paris Talks - he should be in a position to announce it.

This week is the last week in which this House is
meeting before the President leaves for New York.
Therefore, 1 spoke to the President and he informed the
Cabinet to go ahead and pass this on Friday. The President
himself could not be available here. He is in Jaffna to
participate in two ceremonies there, which are important.
That is a part of the reconciliation process. While he is
playing a major role, he is unable to be here. But we are
moving this and I must thank both Sides of the House for
agreeing to support it. We hope that as soon as the Provincial
Councils send us their observations on the Sri Lanka
Sustainable Development Bill, we will be able to bring the
Bill also into the House and then look at the other measures
that will be necessary thereafter.

Thank you.

G2 e3wsf@d w02 GE.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! I now wish to welcome the Hon.
William Edward Felix Hodgman, the Prime Minister of
Tasmania to our Parliament who is being accompanied by
the Hon. Matthew Guy Groom, a Minister in the
Tasmanian Cabinet, His Excellency Bryce Hutchesson,
the High Commissioner of Australia to Sri Lanka and
officials from the Tasmanian Government. I welcome
you all.

The next speaker is the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka.
You have got ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is Hon. (Dr.) S.Sivamohan.

[12.49 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

First of all, I would like to thank the Hon. Deputy

Chairman of Committees for giving me this opportunity

to speak in this Debate on the Ratification of Paris
Agreement.
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Paris Agreement is a global action plan to put the
world on track to avoid dangerous climate changes by
limiting global warming to well below 2 degrees
Centigrade or best below 1.5 degrees Centigrade. The
Agreement is due to be effective in 2020.

The Paris Agreement is a bridge between today’s
policies and carbon-neutrality before the end of the
century. Before and during the Paris Conference,
countries submitted comprehensive National Climate
Action Plans. Even though it is not enough to keep global
warming below 2 degrees Centigrade, the Agreement
traces the way to achieving this target.

National contribution towards minimizing global
temperature, Sri Lanka’s INDCs -Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions- is comprised of four main
areas.

First is mitigation, which means reducing greenhouse
gas emissions against the Businesses-As-Usual in the
sectors of energy. That means electricity generation,
transportation, industry, waste and forestry. The key
contributors to greenhouse gas are carbon dioxide,
methane and nitrous oxide. Sri Lanka expects to reduce
20 per cent of GHG emission in energy sector by 2030.

Second it is adaptation. INDCs will have focus on
human health, food security, water and irrigation, coastal
and marine, urban infrastructure and human settlement,
tourism and recreation. These are the most vulnerable
sectors to adverse effects of climate change in Sri Lanka.

Third it is loss and damage which occurs due to
extreme weather conditions such as prolonged droughts
and flash floods.

Fourth is implementation. Sri Lanka needs financial
support, technical assistance and technology transfers
from the developed countries to overcome these types of
problems.

Paris Agreement was opened up for signature on 22™
April 2016 at a high-level signature ceremony convened
by the Secretary-General in New York. Arrangement for
signature will remain opened until 21 of April 2017. As
of 3" September, 2016 there are 180 signatories to the
Paris Agreement. Of these, 26 States including China,
Cameron, Maldives and Palestine have deposited their
instruments of ratification, acceptance and approval. Sri
Lanka has not deposited up to now.

Nature is a mysterious phenomenon, not even
scientists can explain it. Like the wind or the blowing that
embraces one's body, it cannot be explained other than
referring to it simply as "nature".

India is regarded as the mind of spiritualism. Indians
recognize three particular plants, or trees as being holy.
You know the Bo tree. Ascetic Siddhartha sat in deep
meditation under the Bo tree wuntil he attained
enlightenment and became the Buddha. Scientifically Bo
tree is known to have anti-inflammatory and

immunomodulatory properties. Hindus believe in Tulsi
plant which is a holy plant. They grow Tulsi plants in
front of their houses because it has medicinal properties.
The third important tree is the bamboo tree which has two
varieties. One is the Wild Bamboo tree and the other is
Beema Bamboo. The latter has a superior clone which has
been identified as eco-friendly and is used to generate bio
mass energy. Bio mass is an organic material that is
produced from plants and animals. It is a renewable
source of energy that can supply energy for 24 hours of
the day and 365 days the year. Although it is the best
source of energy it is not cost effective to produce.

Finally, I want to tell you about the benefits of signing
the Paris Agreement. Firstly, the Paris Agreement can
contribute to the global efforts to mitigate global
warming, manage climate change and direct Sri Lanka
towards a sustainable development path.

Secondly, by way of the Paris Agreement, we can
obtain financial assistance from the Green Climate Fund
for conditional commitments declared in IDMCs.
Developed countries intend to continue the existing
collective goal to mobilize US Dollars hundred billion,
that means ten thousand billion in Sri Lankan Rupees per
year by 2020 and extend this until 2025.

Thirdly, we will be able to obtain finance, technology
development and capacity building to build resilient and
vulnerable sectors in our country such as human health,
food security, water and irrigation, coastal and marine,
bio diversity et cetera. Fourthly, we can adopt a new
carbon development path way, by which both economic
and environmental benefits can be achieved for
sustainable development of the country. Fifthly, foreign
exchange spent on petroleum imports can be saved by
shifting to renewable energy source. Finally, we can
achieve improved eco system services such as clean air,
clean water and low fluoride soil and lands.
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Unfortunately, together with the high growth has
come a disparity in income. Sixty five families in the
world enjoy the income equal to that of 3.5 billion poor
people's income. So, you can understand the disparity.
Unless action is taken to overcome poverty which lays the
foundation not only for future social instability but
barriers to growth itself, we shall not be able to create a
just society for all our peoples.

Together with the elimination of poverty, there should
be increased access by all citizens to their basic needs.
One of the fundamental needs on which life depends is
water, which is becoming increasingly scarce, and what is
available is often poisoned with chemicals. Researchers
warn that this climate change in the next thirty years in
Asia would lead to one billion more people becoming
"water stressed".

The montane rainforests which safeguard the
watersheds of Asia have been depleted. That very
depletion has contributed to global warming, the
retribution for which comes in the form of extended
droughts, cyclones, catastrophic floods, super-storms and
food shortages, which in turn contribute to the shortage of
water.
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One is, Prof. Mohan Munasinghe, Vice Chairman of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a co-
laureate of the Nobel Prize of 2007. He is a Sri Lankan
who contributed much to the environmental changes and
the pressures that had to be built. Secondly, the
importance of environmental protection was emphasized
by Justice Weeramanthri in the case concerning Hungary
and Slovakia.
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Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, how many
minutes have I been allotted?
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@0 Bewds 02 BB

(wrewyll@ Gudseflsr Urdls sallereri ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Ten minutes.

@G 6YS wBRO Owmo
(wrevrLyflg meytt andib)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Thank you.

Sir, we are gathered today to take up the Debate on the
Ratification of the Paris Agreement. Though we were to
have a few Votes of Condolences and Private Members’
Motions be taken up today, the Party Leaders agreed to
give way to this Debate, particularly because of its
urgency and importance.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change is a historic achievement
after 25 years of diplomatic wrangling. There have been
many conferences which failed to reach consensus among
the nations in the UN system. Finally, we have been able
to seminally achieve something. Though I personally feel
that we would want drastic measures to be imposed on the
industrialized nations, we have no choice but to finally
agree to a consensus of this nature.

The salient point of this Paris Agreement is that only
developed countries are expected to slash their emissions
in absolute terms. Developing nations are encouraged to
do so as their capabilities evolve over time. This has been
the basic understanding upon which the Paris Agreement
on Climate Change has finally been agreed and signed
upon among countries. We were fortunate that our own
President Maithripala Sirisena himself was personally
there in Paris. Since he is the Minister in charge of the
subject, he is in a pivotal position to implement and
enforce the national obligations that we have agreed upon
after having signed this historic Agreement.

The long-term objective of the Agreement is to make
sure global warming stays well below 2 °C and to pursue
efforts to limit the temperature rise to 1.5 °C, which I
believe, is a very lofty ideal. But, we can make an effort
to try and reach those levels. Having known the
wrangling that has been going on for several years,
countries have agreed to set national targets - for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, five years. More than 180
countries have already submitted targets for the first cycle
beginning in 2020. Our country, not being a highly
industrialized nation, may look at these targets with some
cynicism, but yet we have other obligations. Having
undergone extreme weather events of late, it is important
for us to realize that the unprecedented floods that we
have experienced during the past decade or two and the
unprecedented extended droughts that we have been
facing in this country, have caused immense hardships to
many of our rural populations.

Food shortages emanate as a result of these droughts.
We had suddenly a bumper harvest and then we face
situations where we had to contend with extreme weather
events on one side. Monsoons are not experienced during
the expected period, resulting in serious difficulties for

planners in this country. So, as policy-makers and as a
Government, we have had to adjust in order to try to keep
to our targets.

The United Nations identified the Millennium
Development Goals. Fortunately, Mr. Deputy Chairman
of Committees, our country is far ahead of our
neighbours in our region in achieving our targets - the
Millennium Development Goals. We have virtually
achieved all the goals ahead of time than our
contemporaries and compatriots in the region. We have
been paid the kudos for this even by the UN Secretary-
General who was here a few weeks ago. He openly
acknowledged the success story of Sri Lanka in achieving
the Millennium Development Goals.

Now, there is another set of goals called, “the
Sustainable Development Goals” which have now begun
to be implemented. There are 17 such Goals and all the
Ministries are now being given targets to achieve. My
Ministry which has to look after the water supply sector
has an important role to play in achieving these 17 Goals.
A very important aspect of it is that we need to be
conscious about the depletion of the forest cover in this
country. When my State Minister was speaking a few
minutes ago, she referred to the fact that our forest cover
has now come down almost to 20 per cent and it cannot
be sustained at that level for too long, unless we take
some drastic steps.

His Excellency the President, as the Minister in
charge of Environment and under whom the Forest
Department comes, has undertaken a very ambitious
programme called, “Punarudaya" - "Accelerated National
Environment Conservation Programme". Its target period
is from 2016 to 2018, where we wish to set up climate-
resilient villages and climate-smart cities. This is a very
ambitious programme and I am sure His Excellency the
President would be able to reach these targets of setting-
up of climate-resilient villages and climate-smart cities,
which is a very important step for us to progress in this
millennia and then take forward the country.

Then, the Ministries have also been directed to factor
in emission reduction in drawing up long-term plans.
Now, we as a Ministry, have also looked at our energy
consumption. We have almost 330 large water supply
schemes all over the country where we appear to spend a
lot of money on energy. Our expenses towards energy
consumption is almost 25 per cent of our entire spending
for a year. So, we are looking at ways and means of going
for alternative energy sources rather than to depend on
the national grid. This is something that we need to
include in the future projects that we embark upon.

In the same manner, we also have to look at very
importantly setting-up of an authority to look at river
basins and watershed management. Because, river basins
and watershed management is a very important area
which has now fallen under different clusters of
authorities and ministries. Particularly, we have the
Mahaweli Authority, the Forest Department and many
other agencies which tend to look at the subject of river
basins and watershed management issue. Conflicting
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policies and people going to different agencies to get
different accreditations and certifications has resulted in
total confusion. Therefore, Mr. Deputy Chairman of
Committees, this particular subject of river basins and
watershed management is an issue that we have to focus
upon.

Since my time is up, may I say a few words in Tamil
very briefly, particularly relating to a serious event, the
coastal erosion that has affected the coastal communities
in the Ampara District.
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Boewrdss mdm wwisBn®A, may 1 know how long do I
have?

@06 Bewds 02 BpinBn®s

(wrewyll@ Gudseflsr Urdls sallereri ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have ten minutes.

©C; D2g§edD BNBNWIBENIS Dm0
(omevsr Ll uTHGHeu HTeRTTIWSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Very well, Sir.
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Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.

©C; D2g3edD BNBNWBEIS Dm0

(omevsr 0@ euTHGHeu HITewTTIWSHSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

& CODE S8R v ® OB 8BYTO B¢ 0O yOOBY
Bt 48 O Bedmo.

* getmmoced »dr ¢ o.
* BIfleneVWIGHID sW6Us S LILIL (RATeNS).
* Placed in the Library.

®ed mD gdwsy BIO 0ud OO mO ecwr Bwsim
A5y O® "©Dnd" o BODI. »YBIBBIeLEE ©@® Sed
Bumo o bor 88ygsio ecmdis By HoOmn
EBNEBIND, B Py A8 GOOPE B ©BNLBIBN,
®0necsy @O Hey 0T 8@ne® wuiy wy O
VRS DEeesY e Fwd import »osTm & &
Bedm s 208 @00 dfsied ovmewny §eE
C@on. 80 gOn0D, Ag eNe®Dr e® OO JS GoBIWBIS
BBy aB88mc dEHTA 0w »OO Oy
yoosy Pew. Y »YTeded  Cve, Bun
B8Bgsied- Bumd s¥Pdsied- Smn DD &) OYOEO
@D BOD §eE 00D m Wi dYsIed evdEOEO
@0D0 ¥WIBwWO §eC 0D Wi DYDY BT E o
avesy wosiery 18 8gded wdgBwd!

20w Daewsl ® 00w Besim B odegdhm
Budwies ¢ OO DedO0 gmo BEE ATTRBe §
B e ®m Bw®@wi Im®, 8@Ho; Bwemdr Diod e®
@Y Bwt BHO 00008 Do 008, gri¥n »O8, e® o
DO WO CEW OB G & ICH DG e M@
D00 #B o, Y ¢das & moren BEdDHD 9g O
20w0, WD O BOO e¥nds Doy Se®Idm® ¢§)
WOB GoIdd BEEHO Do B 9f RBIOO Deem
Bw0@w 0@ B0u® ne . & Bwo @d BOD Died
@R CODERD @B BBw RYTO dmd; ¥SWO BOFDs
0 i, AGsT a®@B BBGO @O 6508 @Eims
DO 0O Ch & Bedw 0® QAW BnE, ®C ¢Ws; VIDDH®B
W e8BE PTIA® wBdne O B eom wmdl aBIB»
emEO JOBD Bwuwmdr, @Y ARLO ¢ »ded o® Gdy®
Bweo ¢Om»Dr BwEs. VY #008med SudBwsy vFsed
B50308 gedemwr. 88 BYTH (IO, 85338 VDo
enemO ®wIed gnO®B gldermB ed o® Bdyeo
OWOHOG @D, ewemd wwed Oifiews’ @niesy
BudBEmsT vved gw.

0] Bewdss 0% BwisBn®

(oressyllg Gwdsaisr Ursls sallerert ojourssir)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, please wind up, now.
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Beadmda. They will have to prove themselves in the future.

Thank you, Sir.
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Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe -
Development and Vocational Training)
I propose that the Hon. Edward Gunasekara do now

take the Chair.

Minister of Skills
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES /eft the
Chair, and THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
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Question put, and agreed to.

e ©O DO QepewmS Vwm Gruemewsy 9o
Howsy, ©S; eB. 8. oyl RBICBE Swme Esesznaczed) Ses.

soT  LImes,  wreToplle st eul  GeTGIET  YeimeT
ySBTFNSSllvTny  YEVCa, wreTLle Cm.6Th.  THE
SLTTHNS] Yo H6T HDVWLD UHIGHTTH6.

Whereupon THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA /eft the Chair,
and THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI took the Chair.
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(wrewryll@ SemevemGThIGLD 2 miliileTi ojeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you may continue.

@G &. gSB53d @ Bwmo

(orasrfll@ o). Sjraibs @wri)

(The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar)

allGFL_Lor & HeSTTLl )T & B B 601 LiledTevti 6TLOGI HTL_Lq 63T
sTevBlensviGev umiflw LT HMSFemevt
UTidaleT@mimib. @LpewsVLl Qurmibgeraile b
WTHDGWS BTBIG6T UTTSESTEDTD. @eusurm LGsum)
wrppmsemer @UCUTE BTHRIGT FHdESH euHSleTEMTLD.
9CsCBrHI0, @b PULBSSS 6T LsTeri eringl BT 1gGev
B TECFTENeV yauTsd LBl siTBlemsvws b CUITETH UM WM | eWLDH S

TBIT 5185 61T
umrflw
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GumarerertiLi(Hd SHOMTLD GHTLLITesT
urfleo  @uUbE5EDS Bos@CwsTD
STTNTHBOTTY  6TRIGOTTE) jsueurTml GFiiw  (piguwiriom

S L B 6T,
PIERTTSS

GumrgLb.

@)estmy eTiog BT igepisiter afslameafl Gev s 9 Flaswrer
UTHETBIGST PBHSlTTDer. ofSlser SThs PLRWTSH I6Te s,
gglswrdall L g @)bHs
Curs@GaursslenrL s Qeuefl GupmriLBIb
wrFwLbs Lwasullst STrenTrsd @Gpsy e GursmsL
urglliys@sterTleTmgl. eTesTGou, eusTiHBGIMUBID P BT

UTSHTHIGAN T  6T6IT W &H6MS

SUT&H6OTLI

6Tt euenHUGeV 6TGI BTLIG6) UTHATBIGET NG LD
THTHTVSSD  eiTPleV  LOGTFTTID  cpevomasGeur  jssVg)
'‘mapUlPll' steartiu@bD Sy Weopulled 2 (Heurdhsriu L
sraug), QupCpre’ wHmd 'uppd'  epewTsGeur
QuBigd euTsaThRIGTS () (hEHs Ceauam@. 'smapLipll’
QUTHSTBIGENETL LITEUHITdHE 2 L LIS FIeug 6T5]THTeVSHS5Cev
1B6VEV LIWIEW 63T& & (HLD 6TEITLIGI 6TETSHI & (HHST (&G LD.

053575, STLOS & oTwg BriigsT GeraClors
G er SOOI (PSS TS wrBaCGurulméHeTngi.
sTHSWTS & waudbgld
Q&HTEBSSHIUSTL T 6TLOG] Qumbhen s YT
ofewriysasliu@BSaTng;  BrewrTsstiuBSamg. WsGe,
Bbsds  STLBF SullearTed  gHUBLD Y TTHSHMBS5

GODLULSDGS SHEOWWTRT BL 6uigHensd 6T(Hdbes Geusnr(hLd

SsueuiGurg  ellagLilser

staorm Brer @by 2 wiflw FeouulGe euedluymissls amm
allpoySlsTCmeir.  eflagLilseaflssr QuUITraICUTEGSEHTS
Saursefleanrsd Tl QS & aTHUBSSILBHSTDS. Hjsueurm
QUIrWsICUTEGSETHE STL(hd Feww  ghHUBSSILIeUTHET
S Bl YT S5SWSLI upl, Fevweouls up
Curdliuglevsnev. snisafler sHw FHGHTOISSHIGHTS @)eeurm
ST Soow gHu®@sslall(h s THS GoflisTu)b
st @eurseflld  srewluBSaTngl. s Geu
@susurpresr  allaglilsemers  HedTigLILSNDEHE 3 (H6W LOWIT ST
auewswlGev L diser @upmiiuL. Ceusr(id; 1L 5H5Cev
SO WTET FTHSHI5E6T 2 _6TeuTBisLILL CouaisT(BIb. )skeuTm)
QFiigred wrsHlrGw &ri(Bd SuledHhg eTwg BT enL_Li

UTSIBTESEHIn G WSTS (&) ([HdELD.
How many more minutes do I have, Sir?

@0 G000 O5IE e

(wrewTyll@ HeweVewLGTHIGLD 2 MilillesTi jeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You have one more minute.

®0T . @odBIE W8 Owmo
(oredrfl@ o). Syraihs @ori)
(The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar)
Sir, I need at least two more minutes.

OO YRowsN61ed) I F®s

(oressTLll@ HeweVeOLHTHIGD 2 mlIflerT Sjeuissr)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay.

@O &. g0dBIE W Bwmo

(wreryflg o). Srelbs i)

(The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar)
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BTG 6T
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LLilemwig BT @GO L6TMILD &fleh 6p Tevtl Beir
LWPpMISS&C S TeRTIy (hoSlTDTISHET.  YsCeu,  BTHIST
@eusurmrereunBled (hhg  SLILNGSCeusr(Hn;  @G)susurm)
Bupens LOTH MLOEDL_CUSEYTL T LU BSTD

Q& HH6V&H6M 60 (HbgH BTBIGET 6TDeWIDS ST LILITHN &5 6% TeiTem

Corsmrpid.  e1erGou, @QIDGS SSHS BLOUYSMEEHD 6T
THLILSETL_THeLD @) CiLg wimest RUUBSSMS
CuHOSTETOUSTL THeYLD BTHRISET Hbb B)evsemas CBHTdhd
rere)sCHgi b GursspiguGlesiTmi Fn W15 5Tt (),

FhsTULWENSS Iewaud FmeVau(hh@ @D Bt .,
aflenL_G LM HeTEM 65T, QUEwTHIELD.

DO R8N O5IEn &

(oressTLll@ HeweVeLSTEHIGD 2 mliileri Sjeuigsir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the
Thilakarajah. You have six minutes.

Hon. Mylvaganam
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(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)
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Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Mohamed
Navavi. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you very much, Mr. Presiding Member.

I think, this Debate on the Ratification of the Paris
Agreement is very important. More than 170 countries
have already signed this Agreement and our future
depends on this.

About a month back, the Hon. Mylvaganam
Thilakarajah, Member of Parliament, and myself
represented our country at the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly in Islamabad. We were very lucky to have
visited the Senate which is called, "the Green Parliament".
They are completely using solar power and in most of the
places we visited, the first preference was given to
environment. If a country is to live in peace, if it is to be
improved in all aspects, first we have to look at the
environmental aspects. [ am very happy that this Ministry
comes under the perview of His Excellency the President.
Under the previous Government he was in charge of the
Ministry of Health and I know how he was able to
overcome the problems that he had to face with regrard to
cigarettes. Then, under this Government, he has taken a
decision on drugs and now it is also under control. We are
very happy that this Ministry comes under His Excellency
the President and we have a dedicated Deputy Minister
too.

When we speak of environment, we always forget
about the coastal areas. I am from Puttalam and living in
the west coast. If you go around the coastal villages from
Galle to Mannar, you can see coastal erosion. I can
remember that about 20-25 years ago, there was a nice
beach from Galle right up to Mannar extending almost up
to 1-2 kilometres. But, today, we can see, especially from
Wennappuwa to Puttalam, Kalpitiya, that sea is eating up
the land. So, we have to look into this. The Hon. Deputy
Minister is here and I hope that he will listen to this. So,
unless we take a firm action, in the years to come, most of
the houses and industrial buildings situated along the west
coast will be washed away. So, in order to prevent that
happening, we can use not only rocks but we can also
encourage the usage of plants and one such variety we are
using is Kadolana. But, it should be done on a large scale
so that the west coast soil can be safeguarded.

The other thing is that His Excellency the President is
interested in using compost as fertilizer. As you know, I
represent the Puttalam District where we have 16,000
acres of agricultural land in Kalpitiya where the soil is
sandy. People have been using other fertilizers and
pesticides and because of that the soil has become
infertile. So, according to an environmental report,
probably in another 10-15 years’ time, we will not have
pure water in the whole of Kalpitiya. Therefore, I am also
struggling to introduce compost as fertilizer to that area
and with the help of His Excellency the President, if we
can encourage the use of compost, I am sure that we will
be able to do something early in order to protect that area.

O Y005t BT Fn®

(oreTL L@ HemeveOWGTHIGD 2 mItIfleTi Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

®O @608 HO8 Dwmo
(wrenTfl@ waniL Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Please, give me two more minutes.

OO YRoews%6:ed BT Fn®

(oressTLll @ HeweVeOLSHTEIGLD 2 mlIflert Sjeuissr)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No. I am sorry. Please, wind up now.

OO @608 HHOS Dwmo
(orenTfl@ Wpanil Heuai)
(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)
Okay.

So, I think the ratification of the Paris Agreement is
very important to save the country.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Ameer Ali
Shihabdeen. You have five minutes.
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Whereupon THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI left the
Chair, and THE HON. DEPUTYSPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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And it being past 4.00 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 4.04 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
20th September, 2016.
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