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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 17" August,2015)

A

Abeygunawardana, Pahalage Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)
Abeysekara, Sisira Kumara, Walimuni Mendis Priyanjith Hemantha (Puttalam)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardena, Lakshman Yapa (National List)

Abeywardena, Mahinda Yapa (Matara)

Abeywardana, Wajira (Galle)

Adaikkalanathan, A. (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma,Dullas Daham Kumara (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Aluthgamage, Aluthgamage Ananda (Mahanuwara)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda Meethalawe (Mahanuwara)
Aluvihare, Ranjith (Matale)

Aluvihare, Wasantha (Matale)

Amarasena, Indunil Thushara Girana Pathirannehelage (Kurunegala)
Amaratunga, John Anthony Emmanuel (Gampaha)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Amunugama, Sarath (National List)

Appuhamy, Makavita Arachchige Don Hector Hygenus (Puttalam)
Ashoka, Priyantha R.D. (Puttalam)

Atukorale, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Balasuriya, Tharaka Ramanya (Kegalle)

Bandara, Mrs. Kulathunga Dissanayaka Mudiyanselage Chandrani Ofeeliya (Anuradhapura)
Bandara, R.B. Palitha Range (Puttalam)

Bandaranayake, Indika (Kurunegala)

Bandarigoda, Bandula Lal (Galle)

Basnayaka, Basnayaka Mudiyanselage Dilhan Tharanath (Kurunegala)

C

Chandrasena Samarakoon Mudiyanselage, (Anuradhapura)
Chandrasiri, Gajadeera Vidhanearachchige Bans (Matara)
Colonne, Nalaka Prasad (Polonnaruwa)

D

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla) [Resigned on 14" September, 2015]
De Mel, Sirinal (National List)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Haduwameregngna Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)
De Silva, Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Nileththi Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Zoysa, Thirimadura Ranjith (Ratnapura)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, D.T.W. Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)



(xlii)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)
Dissanayake, Eranjan Navin (Nuwara Eliya)
Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, S.B. (National List)

Dissanayake, Salinda (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Weera Kumar (Anuradhapura)
Dushmantha, Hewa Ralalage Sarathi (Kegalle)

Ekanayake, T.B. (Kurunegala)

Faizal, Mohomed Cassim Mohomed (Digamadulla)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Harin (Badulla)

Fernando, Johnston Xavier (Kurunegala)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpatchuwa Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka (National List) [From 08th February, 2016]
Fowzie, A. H. M. (National List)

Galappaththi Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Gamage, Daya (Digamadulla)

Gamage, Don Chandima (Anuradhapura)

Gamage, Mrs. Anoma (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, M. (Colombo)

Gankanda, Dunesh (Ratnapura)

Grero, Kondagamage Mohan Lal (Colombo)

Gunasekara, Edward Dehiwala Liyanage (Gampaha)

Gunasekera, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Padma Udaya Shantha (Monaragala)
Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardana, M.K.A.D.S. (National List) [Died : 19th January, 2016]
Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasinghe (Colombo)

H

Hafees, Abdul Rauf Abdul (National List) [Resigned on 19th January, 2016]
Hakeem, A. Ibathul Rauff (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (National List)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Harrison, Pelisge (Anuradhapura)

Hashim, Abdul Haleem Mohamad (Mahanuwara)

Hashim, Mohomed Kabir Mohamed (Kegalle)

Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Hizbullah, Muhammad Lebbe, Alim Muhammad (National List)

Indika, Anuruddha Herath Hitihami Appuhamilage Don (Gampaha)
Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)



(xliii)

J
Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)
Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)
Jayarathne, Anura Sydney (Polonnaruwa)
Jayarathne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)
Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)
Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)
Jayasekara, Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasena, Mrs. Sumedha G. (Monaragala)
Jayasuriya, Karu (National List)
Jayathilake, Malith (National List)
Jayathissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)
Jayawardana, Herath Mudiyanselage Lucky Dissanayake (Mahanuwara)
Jayawardana, Senadheerage Don Kawinda Heshan (Gampaha)
Jayawickrama, Gamini (Kurunegala)

Kariyawasam, Akila Viraj (Kurunegala)

Karunanayake, Ravindra Sandresh (Colombo)

Karunatileka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara, (Mahanuwara)

Kodeeswaran, Kaveendiran (Digamadulla)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, M. Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumarasingha, Mrs. Geetha Samanmalee (Galle)

Kumarasiri, Jayasundara Mudiyanselage Ananda (Monaragala)

Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)
M

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (Monaragala)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Maheswaran, Mrs.Vijayakala (Jaffna)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha)

Mansoor, Ibrahim Muhammad Muhammad (Digamadulla)

Marapana, Tilak Janaka (National List)

Marasinghe, Chandrajith Ashubodha (National List)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunne, Sarath Chandrasiri (National List) [Resigned on 04th September, 2015]
Mohammadu, Abdullah Mahroof Mohammadu (Trincomalee)
Musthapha, Faiszer (National List)

Muthu, Sivalingam (Nuwara Eliya)

Muthuhettigamage, Nishantha (Galle)

Mutukumarana, Sarath Chandrasiri (Anuradhapura)

Mylvaganam, Thilakarajah (Nuwara Eliya)

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Naleen Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Navavi, Mohamed Haneefa Mohamed (National List)
Navinna, R.M.S.B. (Kurunegala)

Nirmalanathan, Irudayanathan Charles (Vanni)
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Palany, Thigambaram (Nuwara Eliya)

Paranawithanage, Karunarathna (Ratnapura)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh Chandima Benthota (Galle)

Perera, Achchige Don Vithana Lakshaman Wasantha (Matale)
Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Dilan (National List)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kurugamage Sanath Nishantha (Puttalam)

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Erdly Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyadasa, Kalandugoda Kankanamge (Nuwara Eliya)
Premachandra, Mrs. Hirunika Eranjalee (Colombo)
Premadasa, Ambathanna Dewayalage (Kegalle)

Premadasa, Sajith (Hambantota)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathna, Suddachcharige (Matara)

Punchinilame, Susantha Galagamuwa (Trincomalee)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)
Rahuman, Mohamed Mujibur (Colombo)
Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Chamal Jayantha (Hambantota)
Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (National List)

Ramanayake, Sadda Widda A.A. Ranjan (Gampaha)
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranathunga, Arjuna (Gampaha)

Ranathunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)
Ranaweera, Bulathwelage Prasanna (Gampaha)
Rathana Thero, Ven. Athuraliye (National List)
Rathnayake, Weerakoon Bimal Niroshan (National List) [From 14th September, 2015]
Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Ratnayaka, Sagala Gajendra (Matara)

Ratwaththe, Lohan Evindra (Mahanuwara)

Rishad, Abdul (Vanni)

Salman, Mohomed Hafeel Mohomed (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda (National List)

Samarasinghe, Sandith (Kegalle)

Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samaraweera, Mangala (Matara)

Samaraweera, Ravindra (Badulla)

Samarawickrama, Malik (National List)

Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Saravanapavan, Easvarapatham (Jaffna)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senanayake, Vasantha Naresh Parakkrama (Polonnaruwa)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Rajitha Harischandra (Kalutara)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Chathura Sandeepa (Gampaha)
Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (Colombo)

Senathirajah, Mavai Somasuntharam (Jaffna)
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Senewirathne, Lakshman Pinthu Jayathilake (Badulla) [From 16th September, 2015]
Senewiratne, John (Ratnapura)

Seyed, Ali Zahir Moulana (Batticaloa)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sihabdeen, Ameer Ali Seyed Mohammad (Batticaloa)
Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Sivamohan, Sivaprakasam (Vanni)

Sivasakthi, Annamalai Nadesu (Vanni)
Siyambalapitiya, Basnayaka Ralalage Ranjith (Kegalle)
Srineshan, Gnanamuthu (Batticaloa)

Sriskandarasa, Mrs. Shanthi (National List)
Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)
Sumathipala, Thilanga (National List)

Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Swaminathan, D. M. (National List)

Tennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)

Thewarapperuma, Palitha Kumara (Kalutara)

Thondaman, Arumugan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Mohammadu Shariff (National List) [From 22nd January, 2016]
Thurairetnasingam, Kathiragamaththamby (National List)

Vv
Vidanagamage, Thenuka Amith (Badulla)
Vijitha, Berugoda Arachchige (Monaragala)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithra Devi (Ratnapura)
Warnakulasooriya, Antony Nimal Lanza (Gampaha)
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkodi, Chandima (Galle)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (Colombo)

Wickramaratne, Jayampathi (National List)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (Colombo)

Wijayawardene, Dinendra Ruwan (Gampaha)

Wijemanna, Mrs. Thusitha (Kegalle)

Wijemanne, Lakshman Ananda (Kalutara)

Wijepala, Bopagoda Hettiarachchige (Galle)

Wijerathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiye Gedara Rohini Kumari (Matale)
Wijesekera, Arachchige Ganepola Duleep Pandula Perera (Gampaha)
Wijesekera, Kanchana Vodatha (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijethunga, A. A. (Ratnapura)

Wijewickrama, Mrs. Radampala Gamage Sriyani (Digamadulla)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)

Y

Yapa,Appuhamillage, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yoheswaran, Seeniththamby (Batticaloa)

Zoysa, Wijith Wijayamuni (National List)
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

PRESIDENT
HIS EXCELLENCY MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA

CABINET

Prime Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs — The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe

Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister of Lands — The Hon. John Amaratunga
Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife — The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera

Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva

Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare — The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake

Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera

Minister of Labour and Trade Unions Relations — The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne

Minister of City Planning and Water Supply — The Hon. Rauff Hakeem

Minister of Higher Education and Highways and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
Minister of Disaster Management — The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa

Minister of Science, Technology and Research — The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha

Minister of Skills Development and Vocational Training — The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe

Minister of Home Affairs — The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana

Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine — The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne

Minister of Finance — The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake

Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs — The Hon. S.B. Nawinne

Minister of Industry and Commerce — The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen

Minister of Megapolis and Western Development — The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development — The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Plantation Industries — The Hon. Navin Dissanayake

Minister of Power and Renewable Energy — The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya

Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources Management — The Hon. Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa

Minister of Rural Economic Affairs — The Hon. P. Harrison

Minister of Public Enterprise Development — The Hon. Kabir Hashim

Minister of Public Administration and Management — The Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Minister of Justice and Minister of Buddhasasana — The Hon (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe

Minister of Housing and Construction — The Hon. Sajith Premadasa

Minister of Ports and Shipping — The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga

Minister of Hill Country New Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development — The Hon. Palany Thigambaram
Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka
Minister of Women and Child Affairs — The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara

Minister of Foreign Employment — The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale

Minister of Education — The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam

Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs — The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan
Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Affairs — The Hon. Abdul Haleem

Minister of Petroleum Resources Development — The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody

Minister of Law and Order and Southern Development — The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka

Minister of National Co-existence, Dialogue and Official Languages — The Hon. Mano Ganesan

Minister of Sports — The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara

Minister of Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure — The Hon. Harin Fernando

Minister of Primary Industries — The Hon. Daya Gamage

Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha

Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade — The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama

Minister of Special Assignment - The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama

Minister of Regional Development - Field Marshal Hon.Sarath Fonseka

[The President has assigned to himself all Subjects and Functions and Departments and Statutory Institutions not
assigned specifically to any Minister.]
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STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of National Integration and Reconciliation — The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie

State Minister of Highways — The Hon. Dilan Perera

State Minister of Lands — The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake

State Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne
State Minister of Finance — The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena

State Minister of Labour and Trade Unions Relations — The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera

State Minister of Education — The Hon. V. Radhakrishnan

State Minister of Skills Development and Vocational Training — The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara
State Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development — The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi
State Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs — The Hon. Niroshan Perera

State Minister of Defence — The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene

State Minister of Rehabilitation and Resettlement — The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah

State Minister of Higher Education — The Hon. Mohan Lal Grero

State Minister of Industry and Commerce Affairs — The Hon. A.D. Champika Premadasa

State Minister of Child Affairs — The Hon. (Mrs.) Vijayakala Maheswaran

State Minister of International Trade — The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe

State Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources Management — The Hon. VVasantha Senanayake
State Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare

State Minister of City Planning and Water Supply — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle
State Minister of Science, Technology and Research - The Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne

DEPUTY MINISTERS

Deputy Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife — The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena

Deputy Minister of Public Administration and Management — The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame

Deputy Minister of Rural Economic Affairs — The Hon. Ameer Ali Sihabdeen

Deputy Minister of Megapolis and Western Development — The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna

Deputy Minister of Housing and Construction — The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake

Deputy Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine — The Hon. Faizal Cassim

Deputy Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Religious Affairs — The Hon. Duleep Wijesekera

Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries — The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera

Deputy Minister of Ports and Shipping Affairs — The Hon. Nishantha Muthuhettigamage

Deputy Minister of Disaster Management — The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda

Deputy Minister of Petroleum Resources Development — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. Harsha de Silva

Deputy Minister of Power and Renewable Energy — The Hon. Ajith P. Perera

Deputy Minister of Public Enterprise Development — The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne

Deputy Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare — The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake

Deputy Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe

Deputy Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs — The Hon. Arundika Fernando

Deputy Minister of Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure — The Hon.Tharanath Bashayaka

Deputy Minister of Sports — The Hon. H. M. M. Harees

Deputy Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media — The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithanage

Deputy Minister of Home Affairs — The Hon. Nimal Lanza

Deputy Minister of Mahaweli Development and Environment — The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne

Deputy Minister of Justice and Deputy Minister of Buddha Sasana — The Hon. H.R. Sarathi Dushmantha

Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs - The Hon.Palitha
Thewarapperuma

Deputy Minister of Foreign Employment - The Hon.Manusha Nanayakkara
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CHAIRMAN’S PANEL

The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara, The Hon. J.M. Ananda
Kumarasiri, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon. Shehan
Semasinghe, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman.

COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

Committee of Selection

The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen, The
Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. (Dr.)
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The
Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa.

House Committee
The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon.Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon.Palany Thigambaram, The
Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon. K.K.Piyadasa,
The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.(Mrs.)Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon.Imran Maharoof.

Committee on Standing Orders

The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. J.M. Ananda
Kumarasiri, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne.

Committee on Parliamentary Business

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon Thilanga Sumathipala, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, The Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Anura
Dissanayake, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem,
The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon.
Risad Badhiutheen, The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon.
Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The
Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. (Mrs) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Committee on Public Accounts

The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna (Chairman), The Hon.S.B.Dissanayake, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The
Hon. P. Harrison, The Hon.Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara, The Hon. Niroshan Perera, The
Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.Bandula Gunawardana, The Hon. Vijitha
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Principal Officers); Mr. A.U. Premachandra (Senior Assistant Parliamentary Officer)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE—

SENIOR STORES OFFICER - Mr. K.D. Kapila

RECEIVING OFFICER - Mr. R.A.C. Ranabahu

SENIOR SHROFF -

SENIOR STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. K.M.A.B. Deliwala
SENIOR PURCHASING OFFICER - Mr. U.P.R. Gunawardena
STOREKEEPER - Mr. L.D.G. Perera

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. N.G.S. Perera

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

SENIOR CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. P.R.S.R. Peramune

CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.G.W.M.P.P.B. Weerakoon

INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. S.S. Elvitigala

ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. M.M. Dharmasena

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne
SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) - Mr. J.D.K.K. Jayasooriya

TECHNICAL OFFICERS (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. P.A.S. Lalith Kumara, Mr. P.R. Karunathilake,



()
CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) - Mr. S.C.B. Perera

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. A.K.A.L. Amarasinghe

EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr. C.R. Silva

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER -

SOUS CHEF— Mr. U.R.R. Fernando

ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. M.D. Perera

SENIOR RESTAURANT MANAGERS- Mr. K.M.H. Nalin Rodrigo, Mr. W.M.R. Jinendrasinghe

RESTAURANT MANAGERS -Mr. H.U. Perera, Mr. W.A.J. Wickremasinghe, Mr. B.G.V.Pathirana, Mr. W.S.S.Perera, Mr. K.N.C. Perera,
GARDEN SUPERVISOR -

HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. P.P.N.S. Pushpakumara, Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna, Mr. K.N. Basnayake, Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri,
Mr. K.H. Yasapala

F & B SUPERVISORS—Mr. L.G.Jayawardena, Mr. J.A.N.S. Perera, Mr. K.A.D.A. Wijesiri, Mr. H.R. Pathmachandra, Mr. K.A.A. Jayantha, Mr.
K.AJ.L. Tillekeratne, Mr. L.P. Perera, Mr. K.G.P.K. Gamlath, Mr. K.D.M.S. Fernando, Mr. N.D. Wijeyasundara, Mr. M.P.N. Chandrasiri,
Mrs.S.C.Renuka.

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR -
SENIOR CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr. H.A. Pathmakumara, Mr. R.G.K. Kadanarachchi, Mr. K.D.U. Gunarathna

CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr.S.E. Jinadasa, Mr. K.D.S. Patroneous, Mr. W.D.J.D. Wickremasinghe, Mr. K.W.G. Nissanka.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mr. K.K.D. Gamini
LEADING COOKS - Mr. D.S. Somaweera, Mr. J.M.R. Premalal, Mr. H.T. Ranasinghe, Mr. D.J.P. Mahawatte, Mr.H.PJ.Perera, Mr.K.D.Piyasiri

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. J.R. Gajaweera Arachchige

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. H.E. Janakantha Silva (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. M.J. Perera, Mr. Anil Hewawasam, Miss N.R.W.
Abayawardena (Principal Officers); Mr. W.A.K.C. Udapola, Mr. P.H. Kumarasinghe, Mr. K.R. Herath (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. J.
Naseerdeen, Mrs. K.C.K. Peiris, Mrs. A.C.F. Nusrath (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr.S.L.Wickrama (Parliamentary Officer)

BILLS OFFICE - Miss G. Thatchanarany (Assistant Director - Administration), Mr. E.A.D. Daya Bandula (Principal Officer); Mrs. G.N.D.
Thilakarathna, Mr. S.A.M. Shaheed, Mrs. W.L.S.D. de Alwis (Assistant Principal Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.1. Dissanayake (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. A.M. Nilamudeen (Principal Officer); Mrs. S.P. Gamage,
Mrs. L.A.A.P.Dissanayake (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. H.R.de Zoysa, Mrs. V.P.G.S. Vidanapathirana, Mrs. R.A.N.D. Alwis, Mrs.
G.R.U. Gamage,(Assistant Principal Officers)

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE -

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. N.S. Wickramarathne, Mrs. A.C.P. Sooriyapperuma
(Assistant Directors - Administration), (Mr. E.D.J. Wickremasinghe; Mr. D.R.S. Fernando, Mrs. T.M.R.P.K. Tennakoon (Deputy Principal
Officers); Mrs. M.K.S.D. Alwis, Mrs.B.J.Abeysinghe, Mr. R.C. Wijetilleke (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. W.G. Sunil Shantha, Mr.
K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri, Mr. M.R.B. Senaratne (Parliamentary Officers

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. E.D.S.M. Fernando, Mr. K.G. Sarath Kumara (Assistant Directors - Administration);
Mrs.K.T.C.K.Peiris, Mr.W.W.N.S.C. Fernando, Mr. H.R.C. Silva (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. R.A.R.L.Ranawake, Mr. M.R.D.T.
Thilakasiri (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr.W.K.D.S. Kumarasiri, Miss.R.M.D.K..Priyadarshani (Parliamentary Officers)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. P.H.N. Premasiri

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss K.A.D.R. Sepalika

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed, Miss. K.D.S.Wijenayake, Mr. G. Ratnayake



(Ivi)
JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN GRADE I - Mrs. H.S. Rathnayake
JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS - Mr. Sunil Halpegama, Mr. W.A. Gunarathna
CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mr. G. Kumanayake
SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICER - Mr. M. Ajiwadeen
RESEARCH OFFICERS - Miss G.R. Ayesha Godagama, Mrs. D.M.M.M. Dissanayake, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi
ASSISTANT RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. R.N.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mrs. J.S. Amugoda Arachchi, Mr. V. Muralithas
CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. W.M.U. Bandara
DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. M.Z.M. Marzook, Mr. I.L. Abdul Jabbar, Mr. J.A.S.P. Perera
SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. K.M. Christopher, Mr. M.S. Zain Fazil, Mrs. 1.D.L. Ratnaseeli, Mr. K.D.R. Padmasiri,

Mr. A. Saravanabavanandan, Mr. C.J. Karunaratne, Mr. A.G. Mohamed Figrhi, Mr. S.R.M. Nisam, Mr. G.F.B. Sureshwaran, Mrs. N.B.C.J.
Nissanga

PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. D.D.V.N. Dhammage, Mrs. H.V.S. Heendeniya, Mr. G.V.S. Wijesinghe, Mr. W.M. Rajapaksa,
Mr. P.L.P.L.Kumarasiri, Mr. P. Shanthakumar, Mr. S. Rameshkumar,  Mrs. R. Vasanthi Perera, ~ Mr. M. Ajithkumar, Mr. S. Devaraj,
Mr. G. Jeyachandra, Mr. M.H.M. Ramis, Mr. E.A. Amarasena, Mr. E.M.N.S.M. Ekanayake, Mrs.A.L.A.D.Thiumini, Mrs. K.M.P.G.K.
Senarathne,

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR (Information Systems and Management) - Mr. H.M.C. Perera
SYSTEMS ENGINEER - Mr. N.B.U. Nawagamuwa

SYSTEMS ANALYST -

COMMUNICATION / SECURITY ENGINEER - Mr. G.N. Lakmahal
SYSTEMS DESIGNER - C.J. Willoraarachchi

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. A.S.D.M. Wickramaratne

WEB AND NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. N.G.L.S. Karunathilaka
SENIOR COMPUTER PROGRAMMER- Mr. D. Panditha,
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Miss P.M.M. Chandima

WEB EDITOR (SINHALA / ENGLISH) - Mr. U.L. Geeganage

WEB EDITOR (ENGLISH/TAMIL) - Mr. M.N.M. Shifaq

ASSISTANT COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. P.L.1.G. Cooray
HELP DESK CO-ORDINATOR - Mrs. B.N.H. Thissera
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mrs. I.C.K. Ranasinghe

SENIOR COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mrs. P. Jehanya, Mr.J.S. Colombage, Mrs. K.G.S. Sewwandhi, Mrs. N.N. Hettige, Mr. W.H.U.D.
Piyatunga, Mr. A.G.R.K. Abeyrathne, Mr. N.D.D.P. Premasiri

COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mr. K.P.P.S. Romawardene, Mr. K.D.G.M. Chrishantha, Mrs. W.D.A. Jayarukshi, Mr. L.G. Ashik Ali, Mr.
A.R.M. Rikaz Ali, Mr. A.M. Fouzul Ameen

SENIOR COMPUTER TECHNICIANS - Mr. G.M.T. Perera, Mr. H.S. Sathyajith

SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS- Mr.V.R.S.J.Somaratne, Mr.W.S.Suranga
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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] in
the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief
Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Public Administration and Management)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Education, I ask for
one week's time to answer that Question.
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asked the Minister and Minister of National Policies
and Economic Affairs:

(@) Willhe inform this House-

(i) whether there is an accord or agreement
between the Government of Sri Lanka and
the Govemment of India or an Indian
Company to modemize the Palali Airport;

(i)  if so, whether that accord or agreement will
be presented to this House;

(i) whether the documents that have the
approval and observation of the Cabinet of
Ministers and the Department of Attomey-
General for the aforesaid accord will be
submitted;

(iv) whether this contract has been handed over
to the relevant company through an open
tender procedure;

(v) the cost needed to modemize the Airport
according to the contract; and

the time period that is needed to complete the
modermization task?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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“India is carrying out a feasibility study on the Palaly airport
to assess its suitability to be utilized as a regional airport. This
airport is now a Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF)-run facility and is
used for military and civilian flights in Sri Lanka.

The Airport Authority of India (AAI) is now carrying out a
feasibility study on the Palaly airport to see how it could be
developed, Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) Director General
H.M.C. Nimalsiri told the Sunday Times. About four months
ago, an AAI team visited Palali to ascertain how the airport could
be developed as a regional airport, he said.”
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14

asked the Minister of City Planning and Water

Supply:
@

(®)

©

Will he inform this House-

(i) the cost incurred by the Govermnment on
laying a main pipeline close to the
peripheral villages of Panahaduwa village
close to the Panahaduwa wholesale storage
tank of the Udawalawa Water Supply
Scheme without providing water supplies
to those villages;

the number of consumers who have been
benefitted by that; and

approximately the cost incurred by the
government per consumer?

(i)
(i)

Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that pipelines have
been laid upto a distance of 850 metresto 3
plots of land without houses;

(i) whether there is any personal relationship
between the Ratnapura Regional Manager
and the recipients of those water supplies;

whether he admits that this officer has

misappropriated public funds by using his
official status;

(iif)

(iv)
V)

if so, the amount so misappropriated; and

the steps that have been taken to recover
that amount?

Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)
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asked the Minister of Finance:

(@) Will he inform this House-

() whether he admits that a new tax called
‘Mansion Tax’ was proposed through the
Interim Budget of 2015 and that it was
further empowered through the budget
proposals of 2016;

(i)  the basis on which the said ‘Mansion Tax’
is levied;
(iii) the total tax revenue received by the

Government in the years 2015 and 2016
from this tax; and

(iv) the names and addresses of persons who
paid the Mansion Tax in the above years?

(b) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Management:

@)

(®)

©

Is he aware that-

(i) the Ven. Dalupotha Upali Thero who served
as a school teacher for 30 years in
Morawaka Educational Division, Matara
District retired 2 years ago, has been given
the pension number 02/110/6342 by the
Director General of Pensions; and

(i) the Ven. Dalupotha Upali Thero has not
been paid the due pension up to now;

Will he inform this House whether he directs the
Director General of Pensions to pay Ven.
Dalupotha Upali Thero’s due pension payments
without further delay?

Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Sustainable Development and

Wildlife:
(a)

()

©

@

Is he aware that there are nearly 5,000 persons
nvolved in the flower and exotic leaf-related
industry in the Gampaha District with nearly 28
societies provided with encouragement by the
previous Government?

Will he inform this House-

(1) whether a census has been conducted on
Divisional Secretaries' Division level on the
persons involved in this industry;

(ii)  if so, the number of cultivators and sellers
of orchids, anthuriums and exotic leaves
and the number of small, medium and large
-scale cultivators and exporters of flowers
in relation to each Divisional Secretary’s
Division separately; and

(iii)  of the measures taken in 2015 and in the
first quarter of 2016 to encourage and retain
the persons mentioned in (a) above in the
industry and absorb novices into it as well
as the concessions granted, amount of
money allocated for that and the number of
beneficiaries?

Will he also inform this House of the number of
researches conducted, species of flowers produced
and the number of flower businessmen to whom
plants were given by the Tissue Culture Centre
established in the Gampaha Botanical Garden
through the University of Kelaniya by the previous
Government at a cost of Rs. 22 million?

Ifnot, why?
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Sustainable Development and Wildlife)
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Sir, just give me a minute. [ will read the names of the
Members of the Committee which prepared the
Development Plan for Floriculture Industry. Prof. A.R.
Ariyaratne, Secretary/ Director, Sri Lanka Council for
Agricultural Research Policy; Mr. H.D. Ratnayake,
Additional Secretary (Technical), Ministry of Sustainable
Development and Wildlife; Mr. Bhathiya
Sumithrarachchi, Consultant, Ministry of Sustainable
Development and Wildlife; Mr. Ruwantha Samaranayaka,
Adviser to the Hon. Minister of Sustainable Development
and Wildlife; Prof. Sriyani Peiris, Professor, Horizon
Campus, Malabe; Ms. Gayani Wijayathilake, Assistant
Director, Export Development Board; Dr. S.M.P. Chandra
Padmini, Senior Research Officer, Sri Lanka Council for
Agricultural Research Policy w»2@sfeosy 005385
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(@) @srCmev, syear?
asked the Minister of Education:
(@) Is he aware that-
(1) the open and  limited
examinations for recruitment to Sri Lanka
Educational Administrative Service

(SLEAS) and Sri Lanka Administrative
Service (SLAS) are conducted only in
Colombo; and

(i1) the candidates in far away areas
face difficulties due to the fact that the
aforesaid examinations are conducted only
in the examination centres in Colombo?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to conduct such examinations in the
Northemn and Eastern Provinces in the future,
paying attention to the difficulties faced by the
candidates?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

Will he inform the House-

(a)

(b)

(c)

6)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

whether it is true that Sri Lankans have
joined the organization called ISIS, which
spreads terrorism for a World Islamic State;

if so, how many Sri Lankans have been
revealed to be fighting for ISIS terrorism at
present;

whether there are persons who have been
found to have died fighting in this way; and

if so, how many have so died, what their

names are and within which countries they
have died?

Will he also inform the House-

()

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

whether it is true that the ISIS has
envisaged Sri Lanka as a battleground of
theirs for the year 2020, according to the
plans prepared on their expansion;

what instructions have been given by the
state intelligence sections to counter the
spread of the ISIS terrorism in Sri Lanka;

whether there exist barriers to
implementation of such instructions; and

the

whether any political party, organization or

a non-govemmental organization in Sri
Lanka maintains links with the ISIS?

Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you can table the Answer.
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(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka - Minister of Law and Order

and Southern Development)

Sir, actually, I do not want to table the Answer either.
Since this Question has a bearing on the national security
and public safety, I would seek your approval to refrain
from replying. But, if the Member or any other Member
in this House wishes to have more information pertaining
to what is in the Question, I am happy to speak to them
outside the House.
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I am not deviating.

The headline of yesterday's “The Island” newspaper
states, I quote:

“Lankan HC in Malaysia assaulted.”
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, just give me a second, because
all of us have been party to the ICAPP. I am only
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pinpointing the extreme group of the LTTE who was
behaving like this. Even the Malaysian Government
sometimes could be helpless. So, that is the point to
which I want to draw the attention of all the Hon.
Members and all political parties in this House.

Then, today’s “Daily Mirror” newspaper states, | quote:

Attack on Sri Lankan Envoy : Five arrested.”

It does not give any information as to who has been
arrested.
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convention; you would accept that all the diplomatic
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I do not blame the Malaysian Government. They had
done whatever was possible after the incident took place.
Their security personnel moved in to give protection to
His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa. But, what has our
Government done? This is what should be answered,
Hon. Prime Minister.

Thank you.
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I am sorry, I think Hon. Leader of the Opposition
wants to speak.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I would like to say a few words
on this matter.

I wish to unreservedly condemn, Sir, the incident
which is now being discussed in this House. Quite apart
from everything else, any other circumstances that may be
relevant, the incident by itself needs to be condemned and
I would urge that stringent action must be taken against
the offenders. If they are Sri Lankan citizens - it appears
to me from the Hon. Prime Minister’s statement that they
are not - we might even consider whether they should be
extradited to this country and charged in this country.

The country is moving towards stability; the country is
moving towards harmony and it is my submission that
such incidents are unwarranted. Foolish action on the
part of some people, who do not quite realize how
harmful the consequences of such foolish actions could
be, should not be encouraged; but on the contrary, should
be discouraged and terminated.

Such people do not realize that they are playing into
the hands of people who do not want stability in Sri
Lanka, who want the country to be destabilized and to be
in a state of tension, with the possibility of a conflict
emerging at any moment. People who have such
intentions have such intentions only in their self political
interest and not in the interest of this country. I do not
think anyone should be so foolish as to play into the
hands of these people.

So, we would urge the Government to ensure that
stringent action is taken against the offenders and the
stability that prevails in this country is not in any way
disturbed.

Thank you, Sir.
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So, let him speak.
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[Interruption.] Let me explain. Mr. Sajin De Vass
Gunawardena is an SLFP Organizer of the Government
today. You are condemning your own people. Perhaps you
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I do not want to make a long statement. Hon. Leader
of the Opposition also condemned this. It was very clear
that the attempt was on the former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa's life. I was there and I heard what was uttered.
I do not want to repeat what was said there in this House.
The Hon. Prime Minister is aware of this and the Hon.
Lady Deputy Minister is also aware of this. They were
chasing after the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa when he went
to the temple, when he went to the hotel and everywhere
he went. So, you should not at all undermine what
happened to him in Kuala Lumpur. It is true that the
Malaysian authorities gave whatever possible assistance.
But, the problem was Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa's security
personnel was not given permission by our country's
security establishment to go with him. This is the key
issue which should be addressed by the Hon. Prime
Minister. I am not making any reference to any other
person. The Hon. Prime Minister should get involved in



this because it is for defeating the LTTE, Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa is being hunted in this manner. I use the word,
"hunt", Hon. Leader of the Opposition. All of us today
enjoy freedom because the LTTE was defeated and it is
up to all of us to defend the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa and
give him all the security needed irrespective of political
views.
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that has to be recognized. Give special security to a person
who is a target. Please understand, he is a target. That is why,
the Hon. Prime Minister should give his attention to provide
the necessary security.
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“Incident Involving the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to
Malaysia and a group of protestors, 4™ September 2016

“The Government of Malaysia regrets the incident involving
the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to Malaysia, His Excellency
Ibrahim Ansar, and a group of protestors on 4™ September 2016 at
the Kuala Lumpur International Airport. The incident caused minor
injuries to the High Commissioner.

The Government of Malaysia expresses its sympathies to His
Excellency Ibrahim Ansar and gives the assurance that the
Malaysian authorities will investigate the incident and bring those
responsible to justice.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia will continue to
work closely with the High Commission of Sri Lanka in Kuala
Lumpur to ensure that similar incidents will not occur in the
future.”
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much, Hon. Minister. The next
speaker is the Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you very much.

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva.
You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara - State Minister of Skills

Development and Vocational Training)

©0; Bowdss miom ©nsBn®B, 88m gcgE
Bomoenws BB ©wcwr odG@moDsy 0dnedsi evdn
CID 29200 D18 BB ewd®rd eom SO B88ed Suw
0 OO @O, Css @O, BES
OHBOCLO ed Yn-wd g mOBIHO m@AE.

6 Bewds 02 80rsBn@o
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Velu Kumar to the Chair?

®C ¢88 Bwedms Pwm (Be ¢@imsrn®)

(wrewyllg  swrdn  wpwGssy -

O|EOLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara - Minister of Sports)

I propose that the Hon. Velu Kumar do now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. VELU KUMAR took the Chair.

MG BIED Goo® DeFENS Dvmo

(orewrflg uredls THGsH LessTLTY)

(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)

o201 ©0; OBIEROA, @ed E8m Wedped
008 mwesy @m0 -wdynsY Wi ewdmwsy gnd- SO
2D E 881 ydm, ®0@ BE@renw D5D; 851y BHIE®Do.
28 g0 emenmd ¢ Bedmdr. D 8em® moenzm
Becidme 010500, HEIHOEO 9B} BBO, eeddwwsy and
e 8O0 §BdY, exBBed ©HID® Ded 8g 8O
280 0® w®Bw BE eDewd 8O B0 CrRewn. gBned
D8I Dewsy §DENDEE & mELITHOE edomBsy §O
00080 @¢ 83w 00 WEDTH@ED 8 WS O
8D g BB CEE@en. OB ¢deEd OO &
25HYEO OBy NOm ccdw wO»WO ux BIOO EHE
»Oedcw 88 BEiemw mE W O50o.

208 @Bnied @ecr OB gddDEE D3y O0 S8R
e@mus eoEE Sodversi® 0wdm OHWOHEDEO
»Osied ¢B380:8m® edGH® WO OBO wewr FEwsy BBy
30@s »OGH WS Beax Do,

ac LW OBm @B 0D Beadrmy S0m» Bwe® eueg
@0, & D1ed® Geol anw vNE WO W DEH ©®D,
200um Yool i) 20r0edsT g¢ (Dot BeBsIy Wi
Oen® »O, MLy OB 0® Bug edOE edm edsIm
A7 Vev® edn 2eOHD YO, I Advne YEMW.
®C; @@y, Gorss @i, g EmIDwBEH
RO BE8 »edthw® g ey BwdEww 8¢ e
Beoamdi. i8wsE 600 20530 ¢i8ec 1,000 ¢x50), 618w
400853 018 O Beadnrds. & Died® 6i8wE 800 8®x%00
6i8aE 1,500 ¢F0s, 8w 700857 O& mSE Bedmdo.
a8e@ 1,000 go»® o8wsE 2,000 ¢, 68asE
1,0008s 1% o Beamydr. 6i8sE 12,000 2©z00
BaeE 25,000 ¢FDs, 6BeE 13,0008 & »Oeo
Beadm D & Boestes) 90 dm0x 088, & Died®
a8e@ 3,000 gom® 8wsE 5,000 ¢, G 8eE
2,000823 918 0@ Bedmdi. o® nEs’ BSOSO -
eAGOWGIOTIO-  BoIdRO, oYy WSO  ewie
30N W@, 0®me, 0w B DR WO®
om0 & Ded WO OBC® YD HOTes’ BywL.
e BHle0sl el I »mogsn wmosfery. & Died® 0H
BdDm mE BO0sY DR Bedmda. & woE 800 ne
@m0 BORLT @® D18 WOYTD WIS BBO wewo & Dolmo
988ur BBO wEHOD B ®OmD 5O, & wewad a®nd
20520 -8 20220m- A eImOT wEy® WO
Bodmdr, oewdssn WO Bedmdr GERouwmodd 0
OEROB, 0®@m gm0 O N ©wdErd Bwr S Bfess
DOIHO DB).

@0 goads gedBen Owm (ydiwm ¥ 85E @dxY

@D Bewlts §@imnuneo)

(oresryflg oC8srs HCuims - GursGaursg wLHMID

Aalled aflwrearsd Crensugser LIrd ojenwdai)

(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of

Transport and Civil Aviation)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah. You have
four minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Muthu Sivalingam. You have ten
minutes.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question proposed.

©O; YRoewss00:ed O5IFn®

(el @ SewevedwSTHIGLD 2 mlilleri Sjeuiss)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Before that, will an Hon. Member, propose the Hon. Velu
Kumar to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I propose that the Hon. Velu Kumar do now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI /eft the
Chair, and THE HON. VELU KUMAR fook the Chair.

& @om0d B8aed duny hBsied Ow eFm®

DE YIIRWB
@leviiens LHD! W&Sw BT (Hs6T FewLiulest
QFwevreri prwsid Ceuafluill L g Hm)

STATEMENT MADE BY UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-
GENERAL ON SRI LANKA

[¢.%0. 5.19]

@0 Cotd RendsdD Onm

(oressryflg SBevres @ emrouiHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

YN0 ©0T OWEROB, @S g@e@imsn®
Sl YDBET BuE e 0® EEedind vwEed Wom
C¢ YIRWSY BN ICH OO O KHBsTed D
0 @D BBWO® 09808 928ed WO 085 gnfwry
DB ¢ BOu® B8O oy ¢ B8Eno, od¥neds’ §
Coz® BED DI HwwWIIz BB OB 838088 DSy
Bedn Bend gc @8 0@ owlund 988ss mosiesy.

Gowrndid ®©d OEReB, Inmwde duFew
00edrY ©¥® WE DB gOEHedE @ swm BEHsY
@wdEs00 ge8us momdo:

"8 Comed B ©Dwd, BeedBFDEY, cvwedm gD
© MWD WIBWS ACH® B I8y wyBe ¢ Oxfeny
Bsied @ oFD® Dt B GoI Owmn B85 § Comd wdITIVD
B¢ O ¢ ymaw yBFdeds B30, & BEICD ymaws By’
BBOO S HOYR BE Y.

§ comnd B8Ere slFvman D00 cxiwon ¢dm Onfwst
SBsied e dR 0-DNMOC guEBLB DO ROBY WOD YRGS
Ny B ¥ Ouwmn A BO g aywcs ovg DS yheds
@d@.”

050, ¥weBed® IFw HBsTed ©v oFW® T B
g3 Owmn 85T § oD 8B wowadws B¢ me SO
eCH 0Pen eWE YRwWS § Comedd Al nExsd
81088 eOxfery gu o guSesd  sdFveent
8OO5D W8 YBws @ W SaBsTed weddimw W
OB 3D D BB ocwBsy gumlesed widwx
029918 O&G.

GEowNde) 90 OB, & Dwed® w©y B o
CBEOsY mBEDOE qwmmedd DD ¢ A B gy



105 2016 e85@28 06 106

Ovmed yminw em3dews’ wewsl I8y Pod ewdnd
988w 05y,

Sir, "The Sunday Times" of 04th September, 2016
states, I quote:

“UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon caused controversy this week
by categorising Sri Lanka alongside Rwanda and Srebrenica to
make a case for increased intervention by the United Nations in
internal conflicts.

Mr. Ban’s comments were a departure from the prepared text of his
speech ‘Sustainable Peace and Achieving Sustainable Development
Goals’ delivered in Colombo at the invitation of the Lakshman
Kadirgamar Institute.”

It further states:

“The conflict in Sri Lanka has never been categorised as
genocide (for obvious reason), despite a vehement campaign by
fringe, pro-LTTE diaspora and Tamil extremist groups to have it
defined as such. Some are now using the Secretary-General’s
remarks to validate their claims of ethnic cleansing in Sri Lanka.

Looking up from his speech, Mr. Ban told the audience that,
‘Something more terrible, serious happened in the past. In 1994, in
Rwanda, there was a massacre. More than one million people were
massacred. United Nations felt responsible for that.”

‘Of course,” he continued, ‘it was their war and massacres. But the
United Nations was not able to act on it. We said repeatedly, ‘Never
again, never again.” ”

Then, he goes on to say, I quote:

“ 'How many times should we repeat never, never again? We did
again in Sri Lanka. We have to do much more not to repeat such
things in Sri Lanka, Yemen and elsewhere.' ”

GRoes20Gid ©; OB, e LHBsied ©we
OeNcEed eEmO®DCw § D0 Dy CPED Ou®
B8mB. Jdw Do BO @n ymIreE ®OD vy ged O
Aosme 88w D8 RBOO e o, Are we going
to get categorized into Rwanda and other countries which
fell into the genocide category? This is the clear
categorization which Ban Ki-moon’s statement leads us
to. This is the first time Ban Ki-moon has made such a
statement. If the relevant organizations pursue this, it is
going to be very adverse to Sri Lanka. Therefore, we call
upon the Government to make a very clear statement, as
we propose, that this should be denounced and rejected. I
remember, the present Hon. Minister of Skills
Development and Vocational Training once sitting along
with the UN Representative who came here, when the
relevant Representative went out of the text and made a
statement, he was very fast to correct it. That is the how
Sri Lanka behaved in the past, but there is a different
situation today. We call upon the Government now to
make a statement and denounce this. The Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon is not a Head of a State. Heads of
States and countries lead the United Nations
Organization. He is only the Secretary-General of the
United Nations Organization. It is very sad that we have
to take up this matter, but the Joint Opposition calls upon
the Government to make a clear statement on this.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

ewd®rnd £86 88®. Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella.

[5.26 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Mr. Presiding Member, thank you for giving me one
minute extra.

The topic of the Adjournment Motion today holds a
paramount importance for the present and the future of
Sri Lanka. The visit of Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary-
General of the UN, last week has raised many questions
in the minds of the decision-makers and the general
public. To begin with, I would like to draw attention to a
few salient remarks made by the Secretary-General.

To start with, in his statement, Mr. Ban Ki-moon has
called for, " a reduction of the size of the military in the
North and East" and he also pushed for " a speedier return
of land to the internally displaced".

After his meeting with the UN Secretary-General,
President Sirisena addressing the media also stated that
he asked the UN Chief “more time” for reconciliation. In
making these remarks and demands, Mr. Ban Ki-moon
seems to have momentarily forgotten his mandate as per
the UN Charter and has clearly overstepped his
boundaries in trying to instruct a Government, or to
interfere, as to how to take care of national security and
internal affairs.

Secondly, I would like to place a few facts and refresh
the memory of the UN Chief who is very critical of the
Mahinda Rajapaksa-led Government claiming that “not
enough” was done. At the end of the conflict in 2009,
over 300,000 people were displaced and were living in
camps. In less than two years, 95 per cent of them have
been resettled. Over 12,000 known terrorists including
child soldiers who surrendered and were captured were
rehabilitated and reintegrated into the society. Enormous
amount of money was spent on rehabilitation and
reconstruction of railway, road network, schools,
hospitals, health sector and so on and so forth. The call
for an internal investigation was dealt with by the then
Government, internally through the Paranagama
Commission and the LLRC.

At the press conference held, the UN Secretary-
General took questions from only a few selected
journalists, and evaded responding to even those
questions. He evaded the question when asked about his
presumptions that war crimes occurred. When questioned
on the involvement of foreign judges, he did not deny it.
In fact, he went on to say that the country will have to
“work together with the international community and the
United Nations on a transitional justice mechanism”.
Why would the UN or the international community be
involved in the justice mechanism in Sri Lanka? Mr.
Presiding Member, do we have a failed-justice system
that needs international intervention?
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When a question was posed on the double standards
the UN has, the Secretary-General rejected those claims
immediately. I would like to draw attention to one such
recent incident on the double standards of the UN and of
the international community. On the 3% of October, 2015,
a hospital in the Kunduz Region of Afghanistan was
bombed by the American Air Force. It was a trauma
centre run by Doctors Without Borders. Of the 42 lives
that were lost, many were women, children and the staff
of Doctors Without Borders. Where is the UN
involvement in this incident? It was a blatant violation of
human rights and the UN and the international
community has been very quiet about it. Is it because the
perpetrator was the US Air Force? I would like to ask the
UN Secretary-General, is this not double standards? This
is only one such instance whereas you can give hundreds
of instances where UN has been totally and blatantly
silent about killings.

Setting the record straight on the UN Secretary-
General’s passing comment on how it was “rather
difficult” to get the Mahinda Rajapaksa-led government
to listen to “even him” as he put it, I would like to remind
him that the Government of Sri Lanka was elected to do
right by Sri Lankans and not yield to every whims and
fancies of the international community whose suggestions
were mostly on par with those of the LTTE diaspora and
the separatist groups. At the press conference, Mr. Ban Ki
-moon acknowledged that there was a huge difference
between his first visit in 2009 and now.

He credited this change and said, “this change was
brought about with the active involvement of the
international community, particularly the United Nations
through the Human Rights Council”. I would like to
remind the Secretary-General that his first visit was to a
country, for two days, coming out of a 30-year long brutal
war against terrorism. The change he sees today is not the
change brought in by the international community or the
UN. It was a hard-earned change brought by peace-loving
and hardworking Sri Lankans under the presidency of
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Finally, Sir, I would like to make a reference to the
Secretary-General’s remarks at the Lakshman Kadirgamar
Institute where he drew a comparison between the
incidents that took place in Rwanda in 1994, and in
Srebrenica - a small village in Bosnia - in 1995, and the
Sri Lankan conflict. The situations in Rwanda and
Srebrenica were confirmed genocides, where one ethnic
group killed the other. I would like to remind the United
Nations Secretary-General that the situation in Sri Lanka
was a democratically-elected government fighting one of
the most ruthless terrorist organizations in the world, an
organization that was banned in most of the western
nations that you uphold so highly. Unless the definition of
the word “genocide” has been redefined, I would like to
pose the question as to how these situations were put on
par with each other. In fact, it seems as though the UN
Secretary-General has added a title to his name as a
spokesperson for the LTTE diaspora, as this is exactly
what they have been trying to establish for years. Mr.
Presiding Member, this is exactly what the LTTE and the

LTTE diaspora have been trying to establish saying that
there was genocide in Sri Lanka, and he was drawing
parallels with Rwanda and Srebrenica.

In fact, it is a shame that we as the Opposition has to
be the ones to raise the questions and reject this statement
made by the UN Secretary-General. It should be the
Government who should be taking him to task on this
statement. It also gives rise to questions in my mind as to
why the comparison was made. The steps that followed
once confirmed genocide was committed in Rwanda and
Srebrenica were to establish a UN Security Council
tribunal on those situations. Is that where the UN and the
international community is leading Sri Lanka towards? I
would like to ask this question.

O Y005 5T Fn®

(orenT L@ BemeveOLGTHIGD 2 mitifleTiT Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have another two more minutes.

@G emenEw CAVIECE vmo
(orevrflg Q56 anedlw ribLdhEleusvev)
(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
Sir, I will finish before that.

In conclusion, Sir, it baffles me as to why an outgoing
Secretary-General with only three months left of his
tenure was invited to Sri Lanka. If it was the intension of
the Government, the UN and the international community
that this visit would assist with the reconciliation effort, it
has, in fact, proved the exact opposite. The Secretary-
General’s statements and remarks during this visit have
only given rise to many questions, doubts and has played
on the sentiments of extremists.

Sir, give me just another minute, please.

Making reference to mistakes the UN has made in
conflict-ridden situations and taking Sri Lanka as an
example, he stated, “We made big mistakes. We learnt
very hard lessons on the part of the United Nations. I
established internal investigations into what happened,
into what our people of the UN had been doing at the
time.”

So, firstly, I would like to ask the UNSG where the
reports of the internal investigations held are. It has been
seven years since the conflict ended in Sri Lanka and the
world is yet to see a report of the internal investigations
conducted by the United Nations on Sri Lanka. I find it
quite strange that a person who is skeptical and critical of
internal investigations would go ahead and hold only an
internal inquiry into what the UN was doing at the height
of the conflict in Sri Lanka and have no report or
repercussions to show from there onwards.

Mr. Presiding Member, I thank you for giving me
time to speak. I think this is a very timely matter. It is not
a matter for different political parties to conflict on. It is a
matter of our country and its future, and I believe,
honestly, that we need to look at it in that perspective, not
in the perspective of political alliances.

I would thank you once again, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Bandula Gunawardane.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Bimal Rathnayake to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe -
Development and Vocational Training)
Sir, I propose that the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake do now

take the Chair.

Minister of Skills
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. VELU KUMAR left the Chair, and THE
HON. BIMAL RATHNAYAKE ook the Chair.
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“This is my first visit to Sri Lanka since 2009, when [
saw great suffering and hardship. Hundreds of thousands
of people were displaced and in need of humanitarian aid
after the terrible conflict that tore the country apart. I
called for fast reconciliation and action to build peace, in
the knowledge that conflict can recur in fragile post-war
societies." Then he says, "Today, the picture is very
different. I congratulate the Government and people of
Sri Lanka for the progress you have made. There remains
much hard work ahead, but you have moved with
determination along a new path with great promise for all
the country’s people.”
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O 0 oddF BDD. Sgwd OSn® BOD, "I
congratulate the Government and people of Sri Lanka on
passing the Nineteenth Constitutional Amendment and
the recent Right to Information Act.”
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In addition to your section, he says that this change
was brought about with the active involvement of the
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international community, particularly the United Nations,
through the Human Rights Council. He says that, but that
is not the truth. That is what I say.

OO0 OBsIe w®CBw Dwmo

(wrewryllg wadlbs Fwrdban)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

But, I can tell you one thing. Hon. Member, I am the
one who went to the Human Rights Council. From 2009
till 2014, I led the Sri Lankan delegation. It was only one
year that the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris led the Sri Lankan
delegation. Whenever we went there, we talked of and we
tabled the progress that we had made. But, unfortunately,
there were very many more things that they expected us
to do. Now, we also had our limitations. You cannot
bring about reconciliation overnight. This is something
that takes time. I was a part of that Government. You and
I, both, were sitting in that Cabinet. We were party to the
decisions that were taken. There was work done during
that period also. But, what I am saying is, this is an
observation that the Secretary-General is making, that he
is pleased to see that progress has been achieved. That is
good for all of us. Now, he says that he congratulates the
Government on the passing of the Nineteenth Amendment
to the Constitution and the Right to Information Bill
Then, he says, "I commend your efforts to move forward
on a comprehensive transitional justice agenda and on a
constitutional reform process"- that Parliament is actually
giving attention as we speak today. Then he says, “I also
welcome the symbolic steps you have taken, including the
decision to sing the national anthem in Sinhala and Tamil
on Independence Day last February for the first time since
the 1950s. These steps have built confidence and trust,
and strengthened transparency and accountability." So,
this is what the Secretary-General of the United Nations
coming to Sri Lanka and saying as part of his official
statement.

Then, he deviated from this official statement and
mentioned in the context of what the UN should have
done and did not do in various conflict situations. In that
context, he brought in Srebrenica and Rwanda. He talked
about Rwanda first. We know that in Rwanda there was a
genocide, there was a massacre, and about 800,000
civilians were killed. In Srebrenica, we know that there
was a massacre of about 7,000 Bosnian Muslims. Now,
that situation cannot be compared to Sri Lanka. -
[Interruption.] That is what is wrong. Can I finish, Hon.
Presiding Member? I was in the audience. I was listening
very attentively to what he was saying.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
You and I, all of us accept - you were present there- that
the Secretary-General did make this statement.

O O8sIe @8 wmo
(oreryllg wanlbs Fwrdnian)
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That is what I am trying to say.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Right. So, it is irrelevant whether it has appeared
anywhere. All of us are witnesses to what he has said.
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Hon. Member, you must allow me to speak. The
reason that I said I was there was to vouch for the fact
that he did not compare Rwanda and Srebrenica with Sri

Lanka. I was there. -[Interruption.] Can I finish, please?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of

Foreign Affairs)

Madam Chairperson, in spite of the screaming
Members of the Opposition, Sri Lanka is a proud member
of the United Nations Organization. We joined the United
Nations in 1955.

- QeusflBri

We, as the guardian of the teachings of Gautama
Buddha, which is in line with the moral voice that the
United Nations seeks to be in this world, should be proud
to uphold the values, principles, and norms that the
Charter of the United Nations sets out. Sri Lanka should
be a leading voice as a promoter of universal values that
are set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and in the Charter of the United Nations.

Madam Presiding Member, the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, honoured this
nation and our people undertaking an official visit to Sri
Lanka from 31% August to 2™ September 2016. He
travelled to Galle, as the Hon. Member just mentioned,
where he mingled with youth from all parts of our
country. He inspired and encouraged them with his words
of wisdom. He urged them to work to become true global
citizens. He inspired them to work together with young
people from different neighbourhoods, ethnic groups or
religions and share their vision for a sustainable and
peaceful future, not only for Sri Lanka, but for our planet.
I do not understand why the Hon. Member cannot
appreciate that position.

The Secretary-General spoke of the "great transition
and progress, landmark progress", achieved by Sri Lanka
since his last visit in 2009. He also travelled to Jaffna as
the Hon. Member mentioned and had meetings with the
Governor of the Northern Province, the Leader of the
Opposition and the Tamil National Alliance, and met the
Chief Minister of the Northern Province. While in Jaffha,
he visited the Palai Veemankaman South village
resettlement camp.

He held official meetings with the President and the
Prime Minister, the Hon. Speaker of Parliament and
leaders of political parties. At these meetings, the
Secretary-General commended the substantial progress
achieved by the National Unity Government in working
towards reconciliation and a durable peace, strengthening
democracy, human rights, and freedom of expression and
good governance under the leadership of the President
and the Prime Minister, since January 2015. He also met
with representatives of civil society and some of the
independent commissions.

Under the leadership of President Sirisena and Prime
Minister Wickremesinghe, we have once again restored
Sri Lanka’s image as a responsible and respected nation
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on the world stage. So much so that we are now hailed as
an example to other States. We acknowledge the
problems we have. We do not shoot messengers. We
work together with dignity and decorum and through
discussion and engagement to find solutions that are in
the best interest of all our people. Let me repeat "all our
people". We do not engage in withholding from our
people what is beneficial to them or what is in their best
interest in the long-run and this includes strong
institutions, an independent judiciary, good governance,
rule of law, individual rights, economic prosperity, safety
and security and a durable peace, which guarantees the
non-recurrence of conflict.

Madam Presiding Member, while thanking the
Member of Parliament, Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena for
posing a question concerning the visit of the UN
Secretary-General, I must inform this House that contrary
to what the Hon. Member says, the Secretary-General did
not say anything during his visit that defamed our
country’s image, undermined its unity, sovereignty or
territorial integrity.

@0 emevEs CYWOEE Dvmo

(orevwryfl@ GsCansflw ribLsEeusvev)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Madam Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Hon. Deputy Minister, in an Adjournment Motion we
expect the answers for the questions that we have posed.
The other thing is -[Interruption] You are misleading.
Out of imaginations, you are speaking.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Instead, his visit and his remarks served to strengthen
Sri Lanka’s image in the eyes of the world. It enhanced
Sri Lanka’s profile as a nation, perhaps the only one of its
kind in the world at this moment in history, which has
forged a consensus among the two main parties in
Parliament to work towards addressing pressing issues
and challenges faced by the people.

Ours is a country which seeks to heal; which seeks to
reconcile; which seeks to understand the pain of the

problems of people and find durable solutions with
empathy; which seeks to wusher in reform to
institutionalize good governance practices, strengthen the
rule of law and individual rights and works hard at
bringing in the necessary economic reform that would
result in growth and equitable development that will
benefit all.

It is steps like this that will enhance our sovereignty;
it is steps like this that will safeguard our sovereignty and
our territorial integrity. It is by addressing our problems
and by working in engagement with others as a
responsible State that we can safeguard our unity,
territorial integrity and sovereignty - not by shouting of
slogans until we turn hoarse or not by sitting in protest or
by burning effigies of visiting dignitaries.

Madam Presiding Member, in this context, I want to
specifically mention to those with diabolical intent who
try to give various interpretations to the Secretary-
General’s remarks that the National Unity Government is
committed to safeguarding the unity, sovereignty,
territorial integrity and welfare of all our people and that
includes our security forces who have spared no effort to
combat terrorism.

The way we safeguard our motherland and our
security forces is not by shouting slogans but through
meaningful actions, constructive engagement, dialogue
and most importantly by addressing issues, facing
challenges and crafting solutions. Amidst efforts to
mislead the public and stall action in Parliament through
disruption and rioting, the Government with the support
of the Members of Parliament from the Opposition, JVP
and the TNA saw through the passage of legislation last
month to establish an Office on Missing Persons. This
was a humanitarian measure aimed at alleviating the pain
and anguish of the mothers and fathers of our nation who
seek answers to the fate that befell their children, family
members who have gone missing,.

It is by addressing issues in a responsible manner that
we can lift the cloud of allegations that hang over the
heads of our security forces and our country. It is by our
own accord and our best interest that we decided to co-
sponsor the UN Human Rights Council Resolution that
incorporated our proposals to set up mechanisms for truth
seeking, justice and reparations, and to take steps for non-
recurrence aimed at achieving sustainable peace in the
country for good of all communities. We believe that the
process undertaken by Sri Lanka through truth seeking
and accountability will reinforce democracy, freedom,
and human rights in the country. Sri Lanka’s constructive
engagement with Human Rights mechanisms has also
paved the way for visits of a number of special
rapporteurs to this country, engage with Government
officials and people, and see for themselves the actual
developments in the country through a candid and open
engagement. This approach has been very much
appreciated not only by the local communities but also by
the international community.

In this context, the UN Secretary-General’s visit and
his engagements with all segments of Sri Lankans
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demonstrates the constructive approach that this country
has adopted in achieving progress on multiple fronts and
multiple issues. Despite these positive trends, some
sections have been attempting to cast the visit of the
Secretary-General in a negative light by misinterpreting
comments made by him in his speech at the public event
at the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute on 2™ September.
These sections have conveniently opted to completely
ignore the many positive comments made by the
Secretary-General.

The UNSG referred to the ambitious reform
programme set by the Government and stated that we
have made significant progress in implementing the
programme. He congratulated the Government on the
many achievements earlier listed by the Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe and much more. As this House is well
aware, there is still much left to do. Therefore, it is only
natural that the Secretary-General also pointed this out
and encouraged the Government to continue with its
efforts for meaningful reconciliation.

The Secretary-General acknowledged that there is no
fast route to achieving this. He stated that reconciliation
would take many years of political courage and
determination. Madam Presiding Member, we believe that
the Secretary-General’s visit and his two-day engagement
with Government leaders and civil society is a very
positive development and it demonstrates the goodwill
that has been recognized by the international community
for Sri Lanka’s sincere commitment to re-engaging with
the UN system and finding meaningful solutions to
reconciliation and peace building.

Further, an open and an honest engagement with
international partners is in line with the mandate given by
the people of the country to the Unity Government in
order to restore the international image of the country.
We believe that we have made successful progress in this
regard. We are well aware that some sections are
attempting to cast the comments made by the Secretary-
General negatively for political purposes. Instead it
should be noted that the Secretary-General acknowledged
that the UN itself has made some mistakes in several
cases particularly in Rwanda and Srebrenica and that the
work done by the UN was not sufficient including in Sri
Lanka.

There was no equating of the situations as mentioned
by the speeches in support of this Adjournment Motion.
In fact, I have the verbatim of his statement. As the Hon.
Mahinda Samarasinghe also mentioned, the Secretary-
General says, “Something happened, during my time as
Secretary-General, in Sri Lanka. But something more
serious, terrible happened in the past.” and, he refers to
Rwanda. So, if you are unable to comprehend the
difference, then that is not my problem. That is your
problem. You have a problem in understanding. He says,
“Something happened, during my time, in Sri Lanka but

something more serious, terrible happened in Rwanda.” -
[Interruption.] So, this is the verbatim. This is exactly
what the Secretary-General said. So, if the Hon. Members
of the Opposition are unable to comprehend simple
English, Madam Presiding Member that is not my
problem. This shows your inability to understand the
language. You have misconstrued it and then gone
before Sinhala press and told lies. Do not do that.

®6 e¥d QedELD Bwnmo
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

We disagree with the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena’s
proposal that Sri Lanka’s image has been tarnished and
the territorial integrity, unity and sovereignty and respect
of the country has been violated by the visit of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

On the contrary, I must stress that the previous
Government’s non-engagement with the international
community seriously eroded Sri Lanka’s image in the
international arena. We are determined to strive on the
path of reconciliation in the interest of this nation so that
the people of our country can live in safety without fear
and progress in unity towards prosperity.

Finally, Madam Presiding Member, I must also state
that the Secretary-General’s visit has further strengthened
the cooperation between the UN and its agencies with Sri
Lanka and helped this nation advance its status as a
responsible and respected Member-State of the United
Nations.

Thank you very much.

gadma S@eszy @8, een e3®@» Se.
aflsorr fl(GMs s LI (B) eTDmIs G e LIt LGy
Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m. until 1.00 p.m.
on Wednesday, 07th September, 2016.
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