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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha  Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief

Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksaa)
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®S6 8 ecimed Onmo

(orerfl@ sriflesf Qevrds@Gs)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)

OG0 ®OENGDHOB, FHBBIHC 8BEHW@ o Coxss
DEONDOTmw B8EIEC G-l gdeen mOm ©wd 0OH
ewd Wom ¢ ‘@ Bwiesld BBe® (OED
888m)  (weeaddm)” OB smy emy®sn
0®ITTVewsY, OO ICH ©5Ied Dabmd ©® @28ux »S8.

@w000w On HIw grwld Bewlw mom 8.
FUTLTL_ G560 B)hssds g1 1_ewemuill_riri’ 1 gy.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

@6 88 etsws eBed Onm

(orenTfl@ sedls Fhiggw QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera)
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(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 BwomS Bw0ns @wmo - 8518en 53 ».

OO ©BsI® POBEe® dwm (Ciss u8sEm o
DEONDO e Bewdss ¢gimun®o)

(wrewryll® #pbs YepdBlevGw - Qurg Blieurs wHmID
YaTemwsSgieu LN ojendei)

(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - Deputy Minister of
Public Administration and Management)
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(The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana - Deputy Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media)
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(The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
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OO BOE Smnnm Dvwmo
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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8.0 BN W0 (EC10 Pvwmens’ Cale euvsnd,
e
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®©0 DDOE QeneEdHS Dwmo

(orenrLil@ st sul’ GewrBea)

(The Hon. Edward Gunasekara)

®6; DOITNIDROB, Hod®, OFHOOE, B»eBIDBNGH®
80, @ 20 ¢dn Fmerd ©3.8 £.39.8. gnewmdscc
Wmens’ G euud ©® BErsiDS.

@0 G825 acBwIed Oz

(wrapr il rerds SjgielanTCr)

(The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare)
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880x308.
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©D.08. En et GHmeas’ g e euKd®;

2) »BDE, eITOONS, "HEIHN" Wy EBmewLd 888
80.80. »ver O&hen cvsisnwm LYESuensy
Clde euwnd; ww

B) ACe, @OV, e®emEE D¥m, g 99 ¢
BOnewd 8.8 AED. DAED.e.ew. »le88
Oy C1e1e esen®.

@O QIBNBHD O

(oredryLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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OG 9B 8BS SWwmo

(wredryfl@ ybBls Lglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O DOIBNEDROA, OO wHn ®wEYs eun®nd® Wmo
ZIlotatalon

(1) amddes, oCm®, 2oe, 2oceods wsy E8mrew 38D
E.q08. 05350 Qu@uens’ Ci1e/g evr®®;

(2) amdddes, endBwe, owmITeovdnn wmn EB8mewrd
8.8 8.8. 91570 Oumoensy Gl ounnd®,
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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O OBE D10 ® BEm S Dwmo

(LomessrLl@ wufleVeursesrid FlevsrTeyT)

(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Hon. Speaker, | present a petition received from Dr.
M. Velayuthan of No. 66, Ellathota, Bandarawela.

®O @00%I08 5D DWmo

(worenryfl@ wamiwl peuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

OO0 ®OINEDROB, YIBEO, 205 i 88w, gom 13
05 FEwH 888 90.9:.80. HDB W Lvmens’ Ci1a%
coted®s ©° BEwsIDs.

®0; @6TBH 8 Bedos) DvISw

(wrenryilg (Fmogl) Crranlest] @wri al g rger)

(The Hon. (Mrs) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

OO ®ONBHROB, ewe® 03, MG @0, gom 146,
DBTVBNDIC YBwdWmOH 8y HHF DD, 57OD D
BBO 0o Brlg @wodm HOYR @i rewrd eEdw ®OB
$08.00. DOCEOT® Oumensl iR osFeds ©®
8w I8,

OO DIIBNWBDR O

(omenTLyfl@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©01 BedwnE ewd3gcdd Ownmn - 518 .
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(The Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera)

O DONEDROB, IVE, SBEWIDE, ViEBE BB
BBmewd 8588 90.890.8:8.8.8. g0d8» ®wmens’ Ci1a1%
cotnd®s ©° BEwsIDs.

988e WO ¢ euEd® Pwerm euwwd® 8EM¢ 0
83000 ;08 g§z & Bewlw 2o &

FLOFLNUASSLIIL L 1069Y5HWNLI CIITSILOEDS &UPeYsSHSF FIL L d
L ememull_ i1 gj.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO DIIBNWBDB O

(omenTLyfl@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@d» gom 2-446/'16-(3), oo @BTFeomsie agod®ed
O®Hmno.

®6 BT eomsIe aeFoded Owm
(wrerfl@ wanlbsrearhs OeisewCs)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(orenryLfl@ SwhHs &HTTSeVS5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

B0 ®OTNEDROB, ¢RI Y BB YBSHA
0 @83m WOYn GRS eDREDE @ OO YEHWO
8EnC 8® wewr B ocm®m mCHm 9CE 0 8IS 0o.

g @z Enwé 988ex HE@O Bewiw wmom &
afloorreney mEDTG STEBND FLOFLINGSES BL L DTl LI 1 g.
Question ordered to stand down.

Cozv O10827 w88wes @ 1n®: OO gd»
er® 8RHO

VEIST Wenreit CFallFeiv &ibLies): ClFTdg)dh %66t
Wp»DCHL_rewr allhLiener

LANKA MARINE SERVICES COMPANY: IRREGULAR SALE OF
ASSETS

504/°16
3. ©61 Dagged® 2BNBBIIS Wm0

(orenrLil@ aursGseu BTenTTISSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

aBmoen g R®ensT ¢rey yEme- (3):

(@) (i) Lanka Marine Services Ltd. (LMSL) e@»e®
Om® amdm ocn DBREO wdsTVewsy
egdwdmdened ¢z SEFR209/2007 wdesf
©@®) WS &S O aed P8 B Y
Bricedsy ©n ®m0m Gy DoOT OB
Be8amwn gd®w» WS ecewd 2007.07.21
5 quoil) uiees ©¢lned®sInd edn
Bewd® w3 Beds) DO,

(i) ©® Sedam WOgn 8¢ WS O8 cddan BB
coecd  wewo  2008.12.08 2»  BBeB
ecelned®sind 0dm ewd WS e,
e®em 8O aeg cuvece 18 00O AO;

& BEwsiemde?

(a0) (i) oo 8, 90 cuvecd ECROBRLO Bwdd
osiesie;

(i) ©O® emIonc WO vsIs) EOR I LD
ecsiesie;

WBIB) O @O 51D ¢YOIemYBe?
(@) o0 deEmnd,d Oxsic?

B3] gewwsFenrsd Casl L aflerr:

(op @) Lanka Marine Services Ltd. (LMSL) sibussfluflesr
QeTsgisamer pemmCsL_er allgssley ailhHLener
Qeinutiul’ L epw QFTLTfled o wii BFlweTmsd
glsv  SEFR209/2007 <10 @evdasgdler  £ip
QB THSSHLILL(DeTer gy CFTLTLITS auLpBISL
ul Qsiter  eupd@GHd  Sililerepevid  eTapLILILy
ul @sirar el wmisst  @GUlSHI VeIl
GeurssTenm griovlsgorn 2007.07.2195
Hsd @GO LvaTTies Sl enesenssidE
sL_Lewer LIDOILNGEas UL (DsiTeng) sTeTLIENSWLD;

(i) GCupuy yeverTile BLoUSmEHET  Com
Qamsiteriu’ B, et Uf$6sHSsILL L
ugdlaear L yCursmenssts 2008.12.08
b SaF FlL wrYSlui Slewenwtdsardsidhd

208Be®sInd 1658

el eweusasiiul Bsiter  Curdlaid, (B)g
suswyuiled @)g1 GsrLiLilevTesr o CTEF swmesTSH6IT
Hlew 55 L1CILMaNsUemsD 6TEITLISHS LD,

O[T JHMISEE TETeUTTT?

(=) ()  =Cweflsv, GumLig U BVTFEMITHEMET
QuUDMISEEBTeTUSHE BL6UIGHDS  THLILITTT
6TETLIENS LD,

(i) @MU L Sreyser wrene sTeTLINSW|LD;
e @)FFemLid@ mlaliiumyr?
(@) @)ser@Gmsv, syeir?

asked the Minister of Justice:
(@  Will he admit that-

(i) an order has been issued to the Criminal
Investigations Department on 21.07.2007 to
start an investigation on the matters raised
by the ruling given in relation to the petition
filed at the Supreme Court under No. SEFR
209/2007 regarding the irregular sale of the
assets of Lanka Marine Services Ltd.
(LMSL); and

(i) the advice in that regard has not been
received up to now, even though the
investigations were carried out and the
relevant extracts were referred to the
Department of the Attorney General for
legal advice on 08.12.2008?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) if so, whether action will be taken to obtain
such advices; and

(i) whether such information would be
intimated to this House?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@01 (§0D08w) B¥wees Gwsule Owm (¢g@mdem

3@ 85w PJDRBB g imsn®o)

(wrampfe  (swrdf) elgusre  srgusey - B8

DOWFFHLD L|GHSFTFT S|eWLOFF (HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of Justice

and Minister of Buddhasasana)

OO ®ONBBROB, ©F Doggedd NG 0
O Sod 2meds ® Wi eahewd ewlds Wi
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oG OB 0® ydm@O goHed Beastess. ©® B8€nd
e®edd:

@ @O eo.
(i) @o.
@ @O o

(i) 2007 Dwed “5D8 ©s ©Ee®sin ewog
DD BEIC w0 wwo Dmd ©&sT
eued®BOenwd CB WO Baey Odw 9L,
8 comn dFven ©@eedd, gecd e@ddvE
RO O edewg OBLO ©Oo ©BIB»
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asked the Minister of Tourism Development and
Christian Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a census has been carried out to
ascertain the number of Coastal Tour
Guides in Sri Lanka; and

(i)  if so, the number of Coastal Tour Guides?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether action will be taken to register the
above tour guides;

(i)  if so, date on which it will be done;

(iii) whether the Ministry intervenes to
implement training programmes for these
guides;

(iv) if so, whether the Government will allocate
the provisions required for this purpose; and

(v) what other measures will be taken for the
welfare of Coastal Tour Guides?

()  If not, why?
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Tourism
Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister
of Lands)

Hon. Speaker, the answer for the Question is as

follows:

@

No. There is no such category as Coastal

Tour Guides. The Tour Guides in Sri

Lanka can be divided into four categories.
(1) National Tour Guides - 1623,

(2) Chauffer Guides - 1474,
(3) Area Guides - 1327,
(4) Site Guides - 150.

(if)  Not applicable.

() (@)
(i)  Not applicable.

Not applicable.

(iii)  Not applicable.

(iv) Not applicable.

(v) Notapplicable.
() Notapplicable.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(@  Will he inform this House-

0

(ii)

(iii)

whether he is aware that there is a State-
owned agricultural farm and an agricultural
school in Wattakachchi area;

if so, the extent of that farm in respect of
the acreage of land and mud lands
separately;

who administers this farm at present and
who makes use of this farm;
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(iv) whether this farm will be transferred to the
relevant department; and

(v) whether steps will be taken to provide
employment opportunities to its labourers
and make it functional again?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether action will be taken to transform
the agricultural school attached to the
Wattakkachchi agricultural farm into a
functional state;

(i) whether he is aware that this school
functioned in the same manner that the
agricultural schools in  Vavuniya and
Kundasale were functioned;

(iii)  whether action will be taken to make it
functional again in that manner; and

(iv) the time period that will be needed to
transfer this to the relevant department and
make it functional?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare - State Minister of

Agriculture)
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asked the Minister and Minister of National Policies
and Economic Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Government has granted
permission for a Special Indian Economic
or Industrial Zone linked to the
Trincomalee Harbour in the Trincomalee
District;

(i) if so, whether he will submit the Cabinet
Paper or the documents containing
observations that granted permission for
same;

(iii) the preliminary conditions of the
establishment of the said Special Indian
Economic Zone and as to how it is
managed; and

(iv) whether he submits a map of the land
identified for the said Indian Economic
Zone?

(b) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:

(@ Isheawarethat -

(i

(ii)

applications have been made to Tea,
Rubber and Coconut Control and
Fragmentation Board, for the fragmentation
of the coconut estate, “Dampe Watta’ that
is in the extent of 79 acres, 03 roods and
21.74  perches, situated in Dampe,
Piliyandala, in Kesbeva Municipality of
Colombo District;

Regional Manager, Coconut Cultivation
Board, Kalutara Regional Office, has
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informed the Chairman of Coconut
Cultivation Board that he does not
recommend the fragmentation of the estate
concerned, as it affects the coconut
cultivation and the coconut harvest of the
country; and

(iiif)  there is also a public objection with regard
to the fragmentation of the land in view of
the harms caused to the economy and the
environment?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether measures will be taken to
recommend the fragmentation of the
aforesaid land irrespective of aforesaid
reports; and

(i) if not, of the action taken in that regard?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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@) BsCmev, eysir?
asked the Minister of Justice:

(@  Will he inform this House how many foreign visits
were made by the Minister of Justice and the
Minister of Buddhasasana from 8" January, 2015
up to now?

(b)  Will he also inform this House, separately -

(i) the period within which each such visit was
made;

(i)  objectives;

(iiiy amount spent; and

(iv) benefits accrued to the country?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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@) @erGmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Housing and Construction;

(@  Will he inform this House whether a housing
programme that costs Rs. 250,000/~ was
implemented under the Housing Development
Programme by the National Housing Development
Authority?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the names of the Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions and the locations of the lands in
which the aforesaid Programme is being
implemented;

(if) whether the relevant plots of land have
been identified by the District Land Use
Committee when those lands were
distributed;

(iii) separately, the number of beneficiaries
selected based on each Divisional
Secretary's Division;

(iv) the names and addresses of those
beneficiaries and the methodology adopted
to select them;

(v) the names of the public officers who
participated to select the beneficiaries; and

(vi) whether the qualifications of the
beneficiaries who were selected to own a
land are at a satisfactory level?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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The Hon. Deputy Minister will refer it to the Hon.
Prime Minister.
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Hon. Member, | am extremely thankful to you for
inviting our attention to a wonderful place, which is ideal
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for a tourist centre. | was not aware of that. As you have
brought it to our notice now, | will inform our officials to
make an immediate inspection and find out as to how it
can be developed as a resort and then infrastructure can
be added. But developing places like hotels and other
things comes under the private sector. So, certainly we
will try to invite some of the investors to go and have a
look and put up a hotel there. | do not want to interfere
with whatever the Provincial Council is doing. The Hon.
Douglas Devananda, the Chief Minister is a good friend
of you. So, why do you not ask him to invest Rs. 6
million and then make the infrastructure? - [Interruption.]
Yes, you have elected him. - [Interruption]. So, the
problem is there. Sometimes, whatever we try to do, the
Chief Minister does not like. He did even not attend the
Investment Forum that was set up in Jaffna. This problem
is there. You all should get together and persuade him not
to have a tug of war, but to join hands with the
Government and develop the Jaffna District. That is what
is required today. We are ready to do anything for you.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of

Development Strategies and International Trade)

Hon. Speaker, | would like to make the following
statement on the article which appeared under the heading

"Malik hires another US firm to lobby for Lanka", which
is based on incorrect and misleading information in "The
Sunday Times" on 21% August, 2016.

It appears that the mere intention of the article is to
unjustifiably make a comparison of previous Government
retaining different lobbying firms in the US as an image
building exercise of the country with the recent agreement
with Sandler, Travis and Rosenberg. This agreement with
ST&R is purely made on an economic rationale to obtain
expert assistance to the Ministry of Development
Strategies and International Trade to pursue the objective
of maximizing Sri Lanka’s access to the United States
market at a juncture the country needs enhanced
opportunities for trade.

Sir, the scope of engagement as per the agreement
signed after obtaining Attorney General’s approval is as
follows:

"The party represents the Ministry of Development
Strategies and International Trade in connection with
representation of Sri Lanka in Washington DC before
government agencies and the US Congress focusing
efforts on educating about the peace process in Sri Lanka:
exploring options for greater economic and commercial
ties between the US and Sri Lanka; identifying and
expanding options for market access of Sri Lankan goods
to the US; expanding the Sri Lanka caucus and building a
friends of Sri Lanka caucus in the Congress; assisting in
visiting delegation agenda development; promptly
notifying Sri  Lanka of any congressional or
administrative action of importance to Sri Lanka;
preparing brief analyses of developments in Congress and
the Executive Branch on particular issues of concern to
Sri Lanka; interacting with the interested US stakeholders
and advising Sri Lanka on its free trade negotiations with
other partner countries and possibly the Unites States."

Sir, the said article in "The Sunday Times" refers to an
engagement of a firm for “nonexistent peace process part
of the deal.” Therefore, it is clear that this statement in the
article is incorrect and totally misleading. The scope of
engagement includes lobbying of US Congress with a
view to introducing and passing a bill to have conflict-
affected areas and lagging areas of our country as
“qualified industrial zones” and thereby obtaining
preferential market access to goods produced in these
industrial zones.

Sir, this contract with the US firm ST&R has been
entered into in the fullest transparent manner. The
proposals have been evaluated by the Sri Lankan
Embassy in Washington and their recommendations have
been obtained. The proposal to enter into a contract with
this firm was endorsed by the Cabinet Subcommittee on
Economic Management - CCEM - on 25" May, 2016 and
subsequently approved by the Cabinet of Ministers on
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14™ June, 2016 after submitting a comprehensive
memorandum which gave all details of the objectives,
output of the contract, type of engagement with a
comparison of costs among the offers. It is untrue to say
that the Foreign Ministry is unaware of the engagement,
as it has been presented to the Cabinet of Ministers and
the decision approving the recommendations of the
Cabinet Memorandum has been sent to relevant
Secretaries including the Secretary to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The Attorney General’s approval has
been obtained for the Agreement before signing.

Hon. Speaker, funds for this contract is to be obtained
from the National Budget from the allocations with
Parliamentary sanction for the Ministry unlike in the case
previously where such lobbying firms have been paid
through the Central Bank costing the country around Rs.
1.6 billion which is approximately US Dollars 11.3
million. The total cost of this Agreement with ST&R is
US Dollars 630,000 which is approximately Rs. 91.3
million.

Services of well-connected professional advocates,
often lawyers who have the access to various powerful
networks are hired, to argue for specific legislation in
decision-making bodies like the United States Congress
and that is the standard practice in the United States of
America. ST&R being a prominent trade services
provider with multifaceted experience in engaging in
assisting governments to pursue economic growth
through enhancing opportunities of trade has been
properly assessed by the Sri Lankan Embassy in the USA.
The previous engagement of the firm ST&R is considered
an added qualification.

In view of the above facts, | inform Parliament that the
baseless interpretation given in the above newspaper
article is false and such information seriously misleads
the public.

Hon. Speaker, | am also a strong advocate of media
freedom. However, media should not abuse that freedom.
Before allegations are made against politicians -
whichever side they are on - or public officers or even the
businessmen, media should obtain their explanations and
clarifications before publishing incorrect articles.

Thank you.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
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OC; HRow06) OsIEH®o

(LomressTLL0l@ HEPVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT B)6uTaHerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.

©6 Y GosTwst Owm
(wradryfl@ epreripdsi Lof Cpae)
(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)
Okay, Sir.
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OO §RoeNG) O5IEn®

(oreTL Ll @ SeweVeWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNeTT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Daya Gamage. You have
ten minutes. Before that, will an Hon. Member propose
the Hon. Shehan Semasinghe to the Chair?

@6 ¢85 La¥mrdess® Owm

(orerfl@ Sefl$ wreTeriiGlLHL)

(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma)

Sir, | propose that the Hon. Shehan Semasinghe do
now take the Chair.

©6; oY g8yy®® Ownmo
(orevsryLfl@ GandL i SLiLanTLil)
(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
5827 950 mo GE.

9 CLorBlEHmi.
Seconded.

G E®eszd E»Y, e 8®@» Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B eTHmYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

o0 d @0 IO Orvwm Owms Gewewssy 9dn
Howry, ©0; ewnwizy @@ Owms ez Se.

gsor LD, reTLyllg  LwsD  FEBTUIGS YT eI
YsBrFTGGslarny yseGay, wraTLlle Glranrar GEdss
YUTHOT FEWEVEHLD 61|55 56N

Whereupon THE HON. BIMAL RATHNAYAKE left the Chair, and
THE HON. SHEHAN SEMASINGHE took the Chair.

OO §Row06e) O5IE @

(LoressTLL0l@ HEDVMGTHRIGD 2 MILILNETIT Bj6uTH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO #OBROB, ™S wOBIHY.

[2.e0. 4.07]

OO ¢ ©Od BN (POB HEDTH® ¢ImBRO)
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INCREASE OF NATIONAL SCHOOLS ON ELECTORAL BASIS

[5.30p.m.]

OS] @21008) 508 OWmn
(oressTyLll@ wamil Heual)
(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)
Mr. Presiding Member, |
Adjournment Motion:

move the following

" Almost all over the country, it is observed that many districts have
a very few National Schools functioning under the Central
Government. Majority of the existing schools belong to Provincial
Councils and each electorate contains only three or four schools.
Many schools operating under Provincial Councils are found to be
short of teachers, equipment, building etc., which are the essential
facilities for a smooth functioning of a school.

The existing National Schools having such facilities are not equally
distributed even among such electorates and therefore, often
children in rural areas are not provided with equal opportunities for
education as enjoyed by those who are in close proximity to cities.

Therefore, the Hon. Minister of Education is requested to take over
at least two schools that are functioning under Provincial Councils
from each electorate in the island to the Central Government and
convert them to be National Schools providing them with sufficient
resources so that equal opportunities will be opened up for children
in all over the country thus shedding off the presently existing
differences for educational opportunities for them."

Sir, with this Motion, | wish to draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister of Education to the educational
problems in different electorates.

As you know, there are a very few National Schools,
probably two or three, in each electorate. Out of 75-100
schools in an electorate, only about three or four schools
are being managed by the Central Government. In those
schools administered by the provincial councils, children
are suffering because of lack of facilities and are
undergoing a lot of difficulties. When parents find out
that facilities are not available in such schools in their
electorate, they send their children to better schools in
other areas. Therefore, if we open two or three National
Schools with facilities in each electorate, we can solve
this problem. Through the establishment of two or more
National Schools in each electorate and upgrading the
level of education of the students, the standard of
education in each electorate could be made parallel to
that of the schools in big cities like Colombo and Kandy.

Further, we have to upgrade the education in girls'
schools administered by the provincial councils. It is also
a problem. If we upgrade the education in those schools
to the level of the National Schools, it will pave the way
for us to provide equal opportunities for female students
in higher education and also future development.

Through providing more National Schools in each
electorate we can uplift education level in rural areas so
that the standard of education in those areas would be the
same as that of the big cities. With the establishment of
more National Schools, the competitive situation that
prevails at times of school admission will ease.
Generally, all parents would like their children to go to
good schools. But, if you establish two or three National
Schools in each electorate and provide all the facilities -
teachers, labs and so on - this competitiveness will
definitely ease. Through the establishment of National
Schools in each electorate, the personality of students in
those areas will develop immensely due to opportunities
available to take part in competitions at national level in
the fields of sports, education and culture.

Also, the transfer of teachers serving in these National
Schools, which has not taken place for a long period,
could be properly implemented. Progress in the field of
education can be achieved by sharing human and physical
resources available in each National School. Through the
establishment of more National Schools, the educational
standards could be uplifted and backward areas could be
developed.

Sir, why 1 brought this Motion is because we come
across these problems in every area, every electorate and
in every district we go to. The Hon. Minister of
Education is doing his level best to uplift the level of
education. As you know, earlier, only 2 per cent of the
GDP was allocated for education, but this time, it has
gone up to 6 per cent. The Hon. Minister is trying to
provide facilities to all the schools.

According to my point of view, if we increase the
number of National Schools that come under the Central
Government, we can improve the standard of those
schools in the future. Then, the students in rural areas or
backward areas need not go outside and they will get an
opportunity to enter a National School. In the Puttalam
Electorate, which | represent, there are a lot of students
who always try to go to Kandy, Colombo or Chilaw for
education. But, there are poor students who are unable to
do this. My electorate has only three National Schools
whereas there are about 200 provincial schools. So, Hon.
State Minister of Education, according to my suggestion,
if we make another two or three National Schools under
the Central Government, the Central Government can
provide all the facilities and bring those schools up to the
level of leading schools in the country. Then, the poor
students who are capable, who are unable to leave their
electorates for education, will definitely go to those
schools and they will have the same facilities in the
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future and they will prosper like the students of big
schools such as Royal College, Trinity College and so on.

In my electorate, | have personally seen these
problems. Sometimes, the poor children are unable to
carry on their education. | know, earlier the setup was
entirely different. Now the Government is spending so
much money. The allocation for education has been
increased to 6 per cent. But, still, the provincial schools
are not getting adequate facilities. There is a shortage of
teachers. If we establish a few more National Schools and
provide them with teachers and other facilities, the
children will get that benefit. Therefore, | request the
Hon. Minister of Education and the State Minister of
Education to consider my Adjournment Motion, so that
the poor students who are capable can study in the their
area without going out to another area.

Thank you very much.
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. MUJIBUR RAHUMAN left the Chair, and
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Hon. Member, you have only one minute more.
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Sir, | will wind up in about two minutes’ time.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 6.40 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 25th August, 2016 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of 08th March, 2016.
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