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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.

B8 eE258w 88w 138®
Foriiésliiul L LGS TBIseT
PAPERS PRESENTED

Annual Performance Report and the Statement of Accounts of the
Finance Commission for the year 2014. - [ The Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella on behalf of the Prime Minister, Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs ]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Tourism
Development and Christian Religious Affairs and
Minister of Lands, | present the Annual Report of the Sri
Lanka Convention Bureau for the year 2013 and move
that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on International Relations.

g 88z 8, wws e3®@z Ses.
aflearir BSHLILIL(B) sTHmIsCIBTeTenLILIL L g,
Question put, and agreed to.
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(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeiT FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Science, Technology
and Research, | present the Annual Report of the Sri
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Lanka Accreditation Board for Conformity Assessment
for the year 2014 and move that this Report be referred to
the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education and
Human Resources Development.

g S8z 8, wwo e3®@z Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(omeiTLyfl@ svgagiost sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Home Affairs, |
present the Performance Report and Accounts of the
District Secretariat, Kurunegala for the year 2015 and
move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and
Public Management.

Y S8 Y, et @@ Sas.
aflearr BsHLILIL(5) sTHmYsClBTeTemLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

o0 VLR BBy S @wmo

(omesrLyfl@ svgagiosT #iflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Health, Nutrition and
Indigenous Medicine, | present the Annual Report of the
Wijaya Kumaratunga Memorial Hospital, Seeduwa for
the year 2013 and move that this Report be referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health and Human
Welfare, Social Empowerment.

G E®eszd &>, ewwr 8®@» Sa.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B eTHMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Provincial Councils
and Local Government, | present the Annual Report and
Accounts of Local Loans and Development Fund for the
year 2012 and move that this Report be referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Internal Administration
and Public Management.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody - Minister of Petroleum
Resources Development)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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@G OTER®, ydmw ©Tesy BB B DO B® e
b0d yadmwe 8Eac uwe8 BT dn® 9Eced. [P
BBO]

o6 BERS BB @wmo

(oreirLyLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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PROBLEMATIC SITUATION WITH REGARD TO
OIL TANK FARM CLOSE TO TRINCOMALEE

HARBOUR: STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF
PETROLEUM RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody - Minister of Petroleum

Resources Development)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Personal Explanation by Hon. Risad Badhiutheen.
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last one”. Please, allow me to continue with the work.
The Hon. Leader of the House also expects an opinion.
So, let me go into the details of that matter.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, | move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the motions agreed to by
Parliament on 08.03.2016 and 11.08.2016, the hours of sitting this
day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At
9.30 a.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the Parliament shall operate.
At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without
question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
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Chair.
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I want to bring in a few points to the attention of the
House that | think we need to be discussing, so that we
could look at adopting these in the future. We are talking
about Sri Lankans employed abroad. But, we also need to
remember that we have no moral right to talk about Sri
Lankans employed abroad particularly in domestic
situations, until we talk about Sri Lankans employed in
domestic situations in our own country. We cannot take
the high moral ground until we make sure as a Parliament
that they also have rights.

There are international conventions like the I1LO
Convention on Domestic Workers, which is known as the
“C189” that must be signed by Sri Lanka. Today, | am asking
Parliament to consider signing and ratification of the C189
that would protect domestic workers in our own country;
domestic workers who work in our own homes. | think
we should first look at protecting them. If we can protect
them, then we have every right to speak about other
governments in other countries protecting our workers.

The C189 was adopted by the ILO in June, 2011 and
there were two points of intervention. One was the
vulnerability and the dependency faced by individual
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domestic workers and the fact that this was not regarded
as a profession - it was under professionalized. So, the
key elements that are needed in this is the payment of
wages. Every household decides what they could afford
rather than what the domestic worker actually demands -
the payment of wages. There is no social security for
those who work; maternity benefits are not there; hours of
work are not stipulated; their living conditions are not like
that of the other workers; the personal security is
sometimes threatened and there are no dispute resolution
methods. If a domestic worker gets into a dispute with the
lady or may be the man in the house, the domestic
worker will basically be sent home. So, this is the real
situation. Therefore, we need to look at protecting these
workers if we are going to expect other countries to
protect our workers in these domestic situations.

Now, the Sri Lanka Labour Force Survey conducted in
2007 stated that there were about 90,000 domestic
workers in the country of which about 60,000 were
female domestic workers. There is a current study
underway in 2016 and therefore we might get more
information and we might get more information on child
domestic workers too. So, we must address these issues.

There is one other point | would like to make and that
is about the problems that our citizens employed overseas
face. These relate to two Conventions; they are the
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations and the
associated Optional Protocol to the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations. This is on the compulsory settlement
of disputes. If we sign the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations, Article 36 of the Treaty - | am
suggesting that this is widely debated in Parliament by all
sides of the House because there are other consequences
that could arise as well - would allow the Sri Lankans
arrested abroad to have a full consular access to the Sri
Lankan Embassy or High Commission, if they request.
This is a right that they will get, if they request it. So, they
will be mandatorily given a right, if they are arrested
abroad. The Optional Protocol allows disputes regarding
the application of the Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations to be adjudicated by the International Court of
Justice.

Those are the issues that we need to understand; those
are the issues that we need to discuss, if we really want to
protect our citizens overseas.

According to the Protocol, "disputes arising out of the
interpretation or application of the Convention shall lie
within the compulsory jurisdiction of the International
Court of Justice." Therefore, | think, this needs to be
widely debated as I said. But, if we want to really protect
our citizens overseas like some other countries do, then
we have to become part of these processes.

Although Sri Lanka is a signatory to the 1961 Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations and the Optional

Protocol to it on Dispute Settlements, that only protects
Sri Lankan diplomats who are working abroad. It does
not protect a Sri Lankan citizen abroad. Ordinary Sri
Lankan citizens are not covered by that Convention and
therefore are at risk of receiving inadequate legal
representation if arrested. | urge the Parliamentarians,
who are here today, to consider these vital international
conventions, which will eventually represent the
difference between life and death of some citizens.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Be®d, ©0 HEBT DN Bw®» O5IBEneH.

8O yo® Yewmw ®ews OO IOE ST
O En®ed 5HO ewldsn mOBIB.

OO0 BE gREeISR BvrIdw

(orabryflg (Hmpws)) swsT Ss5ICHTTW)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)
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DOBH.

G EB®eszd 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsorir A (BIGHLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA left the Chair
and THE HON. BIMAL RATHNAYAKE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

edew® &pB8. The next speaker is the Hon.
Mylvaganam Thilakarajah. You have eights minutes. If you
want more time, you can get it from the time allotted to the
Hon. Members of your Party.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Hon. Presiding Member, | would like to speak a few
words in English since the Minister of Foreign
Employment, the Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale is also
present in the House. | urge her very kindly to take into

consideration all the important points made by the Hon.
Members today during the course of the Debate on this
Adjournment Motion.

The number of women migrant workers in the
plantation areas, especially in the Nuwara Eliya District,
has increased. So, we need some arrangements made by
the Bureau to attend to their issues. | would like to
table* a document which lists out the shortcomings we
are facing at the moment in the district, so that it will be
useful for the Ministry to take necessary action.

Thank you very much.

O BE gREeISE OvrIda

(wraryflg (Fmws) swsT j5s5CHTT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale

Hon. Presiding Member, 1 would like to tell the Hon.
Thilakarajah that we do not maintain offices of the
Bureau district-wise. We have one office for a province
and also three officers from the Ministry at every
Divisional Secretariat to look into the interests of the
migrant workers. So, | am sorry to say that we are not
going to maintain any office of the Bureau district-wise.
For you, the Central Province office is located in Kandy.

®0 OBEDr05® BE®S%h Dwvmo

(orenryil@ wullsdeurgserd slevasrream)

(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Thank you very much, Madam, for the reply. But, | do
not know how far it will be effective language-wise
because there are a lot of Tamil-speaking people who are
migrating from the Nuwara Eliya District. So, I just want
to know whether there is any Tamil-speaking officer
appointed at the Divisional Secretariat.

O BE gREeISE OvrIda

(wrabryflg (Fmws) swsT j55CHTT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

Hon. Member, that, of course, | cannot tell you right
now. But | will direct my Secretary to see to it and
ensure that there are Tamil-speaking officers as well.

®0; OBE D105 ® BER®S%H Dwvmo
(orenryLfl@ wullsdaurserd Slevasrreym)
(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)
Thank you.

@S YR80 O5IE S

(orenTLfl@ SeweVeWLSHTHIGL 2 MIILNETIT Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

®C BBC 9B E @®deEs OIEH©o.

* getmamced md g,
* preaflenevigale) ewerudsLILIL Blairsns).
* Placed in the Library.
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HSILTSFTIO6V6V, Fev HTVSBH D@ pedr - Some time
back, | attended the ILO Conference held in Geneva,
Switzerland. At that Conference when the topic on
migrant labour was taken for discussion, | tabled a
document stating our grievances. | told them as to how
our women are ill-treated and how they are sexually

harassed in the Middle-East countries. The Labour
Minister of Lebanon who was present there was very
angry over my statement. He stood up and said very
angrily, “Ah, you are from the housemaids' country.”
That is how he started. In a very sarcastic manner, he said
that | am from the housemaids' country. I just kept quite
and allowed him to go ahead with his remarks. Then he
said, “Our men need not go after the dirty Sri Lankan
women.” This is how he stated in that open forum. Then,
I said, “It is not your young men, but the culprits are your
old men who are in the houses. They are the ones who
abuse our women in your houses. You have no backbone
to stop their misconduct; you have no backbone to
question them. Your old men are the culprits.” Then, he
was very much ashamed. After the Conference, we met at
the tea break. He had a cup of tea in his hand. | wanted to
tell him something else also. | went closer to him and
said, “Look here! You said that | am from the
housemaids' country. 1 am not from the housemaids'
country. I am from the country which produces the best
tea in the world which is known as “Ceylon Tea” and that
is what you are having right now.” He was very much
ashamed over my remarks.

This is how they treat us. They think that Sri Lankans
women are going there to make money, but it is not the
fact. It is a win-win matter. Our service is rendered to
them and they pay us. But they do not accept that fact.
They think that because of our poverty we go and work
there as slaves. This should be stopped. This nonsense
has to be stopped; this should come to an end. | am sure
the lady Minister who is in charge of the Ministry of
Foreign Employment will take appropriate measures to
stop this to save our women from these culprits.

Thank you.
[a@.20. 4.14]
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OO @008 5D DWrn

(oressryLll@ wamiL Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you very much, Mr. Presiding Member, for
giving me the opportunity to take part in this Debate.
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| represent the Puttalam Electorate where, | think,
almost every family has one member working either in
the Middle East or in Italy. Over the last so many years,
there have been many problems faced by the migrant
workers working in those countries. | must thank the Hon.
Minister, because after taking charge of this Ministry,
most of the problems faced by these workers have been
amicably settled very quickly by the Hon. Minister
herself, the Hon. Deputy Minister and the staff.

The Hon. Minister is doing a very good job. | can give
two examples for that, which happened in my electorate
about six months back. One was a death in Saudi Arabia
and the officials of the Ministry, probably on the advice
of the Hon. Minister, did their utmost in collaboration
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to get down the
body. They were able to get it down within ten days,
which we could not do earlier. Also recently, a person
was injured very badly in Jeddah and he is still warded at
a hospital. | requested for a relative of his to be sent from
here to see him and Madam, when he had gone to your
officials, they had helped him. The person who went there
had asked the officials, "&:8 e®ev® =0 =¢d wosfesi?"
The exact words they have used were; "Your relative is
earning foreign currency, which is good for the country
and that is why we are helping.” | must thank them
because their attitude has completely changed under the
new Minister.

I think now one of the most important foreign
exchange earners is foreign employment. The Hon.
Minister has been doing a lot. However, still there are
problems and | would like to point out a few. This is the
information | receive from my electorate. First and
foremost, there are so many job agents who are not
registered, creating a lot of problems in this industry. The
Hon. Minister should take note of this fact and somehow
get those people registered. Unregistered job agents
should not be allowed to send people abroad for jobs. But,
they are doing it even now. | know that. So, somehow,
they must be brought to book.

Also, the registration fee must be increased to such a
level that only people who can afford and those who have
the financial capability will then go into this business as
there are so many problems. Now, what is happening is,
those job agents come to these areas, collect people,
somehow send them out of the country for jobs and wash
their hands off. After one or two months, if there is a
problem and if they go to the agents, it would be of no
use. This is what is happening. But, of course, the
registered job agents somehow manage to help them.
Fifty per cent of the job agents who are not registered
wash their hands off and the migrant workers and their
families face many problems.

Hon. Minister, you said that there are three to four
offices in each and every AGA Division. Actually, it is
only after you mentioned that fact that | came to know

about it. As | have come to know about this, hereafter, |
will contact them. Those officers must go to the people
who want to work as migrant workers. So, these officers
should know about the people who are leaving the
country from that particular AGA division. That is what |
am saying.

The other biggest problem that we are facing today is
lack of job opportunities. That is why they go abroad.
The reasons why they go abroad include poverty, low
salary payment, lack of job opportunities, et cetera. If a
member of a family leaves the country and works abroad
for years - maybe, the wife is working abroad, the
husband is here or otherwise - what will happen on their
return? Either the husband or the wife who is staying in
this country may misuse money. So, when they come
back even after working abroad for five - six years, they
will become empty-handed. This is one of the problems
that we are facing today. Not only that, if the wife is
working abroad, her husband who is here will be in tow
with another woman or incidents like that may happen.
Even there are instances where fathers who are supposed
to look after the children have abused their children. This
is also a major problem that we are facing today. So, we
will have to put a stop to these problems. | feel that these
persons who go abroad must be looked after properly by
the respective officials.

As | mentioned, the person who is working abroad
may waste his hard-earned money. So, Madam, | would
like to request that you introduce a system for persons
going abroad for employment to open a NRFC account -
which they do not do today - and deposit at least 50 per
cent of the money earned. That must be followed by these
officers. If these officers in the AGA divisions can have a
record of these people who are going abroad monthly,
then, it is easy for them to go on checking. It must be a
rule or law to say at least 50 per cent to 60 per cent of the
money they earn is deposited so that when they come
back, they will have some money to improve their future.
This must be done. If this could be done, | think, the
purpose of their going abroad will be fulfilled.

Further, 1 would like to say that the Hon.
Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, Member of Parliament, and
myself attended the Asian Parliamentary Assembly in
Pakistan where we met a lot of MPs from the Middle East
countries. When they knew that we are from Sri Lanka, a
few of them met us and said, “Almost every job agent
from your county is cheating us.” These were the very
words they used. They were asking, “Why do you not
send us some good agents? We do just not take them for
free and it is you who earn foreign exchange.” Therefore,
we will have to get proper job agents who could look
after them. | know that it is a difficult task, but, as they
said, we are earning foreign exchange by sending these
workers abroad.

Now, the Hon. Minister, as you know, the other major
problem is, before these people go abroad these job
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agents will somehow falsify their documents and send
them. Once they go there, what will happen? The
promised job is not given and the promised salary is not
received. So, because of these reasons, the person who
goes there will somehow get out of that place and work
somewhere else. After that he will have to stay with some
persons who are known to him and who are working
there. Also, he is not in a position to send here whatever
he earns. Finally, what happens is, he will get caught to
the police and will be deported after six or seven months’
time.

®O YRG0 O5IEn®

(oreTL Ll @ SewVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT SjeuTdsT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

OO @108 5O

(oressryLll@ wamil Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Sir, please give me two more minutes.

So, | think we have to look into such cases. The
embassy will have to play a role to ensure that such things
do not happen in future. If such things happen, we have to
make arrangements either to get them deported or to re-
employ them somewhere else. So, these are the problems
that we are facing today.

Sir, the other matter is this. Most of the people who
are sent from this country, about 75 per cent to 80 per
cent, go abroad either as drivers or cleaners or room boys.
Even the educated youth from poor families go for such
jobs. I know that you travel to countries asking for more
employment opportunities. Hon. Minister, you must
make it a point to get employment opportunities for
educated people, like engineers also. If we can find more
and more employment opportunities for educated people,
then those who are qualified can get suitable jobs. By
doing so, we will get more money coming into this
country.

Finally I must say again that the Hon. Minister is
doing a wonderful job. We all know, Sir, foreign
employment is one of the main foreign exchange earning
sources. Therefore, we must take steps to solve these
problems. I am sure the Hon. Minister is able to do that.
Then, | think, all those who are working abroad will be
able to lead a good life and we also will be benefited as a
country.

Thank you very much.

OO §RoeBN0) O5IEn®

(oreTL Ll @ SewVWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT SjeuTdsi)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 5.45 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 23rd August, 2016.
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