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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA
SUMATHIPALA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | present the Annual Report of
the Post Graduate Institute of Medicine for the year 2013,
and move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education and Human
Resources Development.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief

Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

o0 Bowdss »mOwnemnd®s, odedn ®»OEn
3@ n® 00meds’ 2015 dbsw wew yI¥HCEO® L&
eCH®® ®BWEed Dil8m WD Dadmd W Gen®
®® 988us WS®.

O® D8  gunsIno o8meme W Cds
DEONDC T BEINC ¢-Bm adeen m0m ©8Hidd @wg
e Gn 918 OO ewdsn SS.

g 88z 8, ews e3®@z Ses.
aflsarir aBIGSLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETemLILIL 1_g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | present the Report of the
Committee on Public Finance on the Bill entitled, “Fiscal
Management (Responsibility) (Amendment)” referred to
the said Committee.
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(The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hizbullah - State Minister of

Rehabilitation and Resettlement)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present a petition received from
Mr. A.R.F. Ariff of No. 181, Sahibu Road, Kalmunai - 06.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of

Foreign Affairs)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise Development:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether Lankaputhra Development Bank
has given Rs. 75 million, to a lady politician
on behalf of a fishermen’s association in
Trincomalee District;

(i)  her name;
(iii)  the security kept, to obtain aforesaid loan;
(iv) the amount that has been recovered by now;

(v) if not, the measures that have been taken on
the frequent defaults;

(vi) whether a detailed report will be tabled, in
that regard; and

(vii)  whether deeds of temples, the lands which
were leased out by the State or quartz can
be produced as security in obtaining loans
from Lankaputhra Development Bank?

(b) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Kabir Hashim - Minister of Public Enterprise
Development )
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asked
Highways :

the Minister of Higher

@) Cpe, ereir?

Education and

(@ Isheaware that -

(i)

(ii)

a mother and a daughter were killed after
they were hit by a vehicle on the pedestrian
crossing in front of the Gnanasinharama
Temple, Dematagoda on the Baseline Road
on or around 16™ January 2016; and

a number of accidents have occurred on the
aforesaid pedestrian crossing even before
this?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i)

whether he admits the fact that the road
being sloped on both sides of the pedestrian
crossing is contributing to frequent
occurrence of accidents in the aforesaid
manner;

©

(ii)

(iii)

674

the reasons for not taking action to move
the said pedestrian crossing to an alternate
location or to install road signs on both
sides of the pedestrian crossing; and

the date on which the said pedestrian
crossing will be moved to an alternate
location or road signs will be installed on
both sides of the said pedestrian crossing?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise Development:

(@ Is he aware that the variable cost of living
allowance that should be paid to the pensioners of
the People’s Bank is paid only to a certain group
of pensioners of the People’s Bank violating
fundamental rights and in contravention of the
basic regulations of the Pension Trust Fund?

(b) Wil he admit that -

(i)

(ii)

some of the pensioners of the People’s
Bank have been deprived of the cost of
living allowance amounting to about Rs.
20,000 monthly due to the aforesaid
situation; and

when paying the pensions, all other state
banks have been duly paying the variable
cost of living allowance to date and the
People’s Bank is the only state bank that
acts outside this procedure treating a group
of employees of the same level in two
different ways?

(c)  Will he inform this House -

(i)

whether he would present a detailed report
on the monthly cost of living allowance that
is paid to the pensioners of the other state
banks;

©)

(ii)

(iii)

678

whether a speedy solution would be
provided to the issue of treating differently
to a group of pensioners only by the
People’s Bank when paying the cost of
living allowance; and

whether it is an arbitrary decision taken by a
former General Manager to make the
payment the freezing the variable cost of
living allowance since 1996 without a board
decision with a view to showing increased
profits?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Telecommunication and Digital
Infrastructure:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the different taxes charged on all types of
telephones belong to Sri Lanka Telecom
and the rates at which they are charged
separately;

(i) what percentage Sri Lanka Telecom can
collect on the total charges for its services
when all the taxes referred to above are
added up; and

(iii)  under which specific clauses of law those
charges are levied?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of registered pharmacies in Sri
Lanka;

(if)  the number of registered pharmacists in Sri
Lanka;

(iii)  separately, in respect of each year from the
year 2011 to 2015, the number of
candidates who sat for the pharmacist
external examination;

(iv) separately, the number of candidates who
passed the said examination from the year
2011 to 2015;

(v) whether he accepts that there is a shortage
of pharmacists in the island; and

(vi) if so, the steps to be taken to overcome this
shortage?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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@) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs:

(@ s heaware that-

() Muslims lived in Kinniya in Trincomalee
District since ancient times; and

(if) the Muslims who were displaced by the
terrorist activities in the area have not been
resettled in that village so far?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

() the number of Muslim families in Kinniya
that was displaced by terrorist activities and
the number of members of those families;
and

(if) whether arrangements will be made to
resettle those people in that area as soon as
possible?

(c) Ifnot, why?

©G 8.98. LDBxnes’  @wmo (BT 30®S
yBwodmSen, POHTDBD), 0O® 8D A8 wo
BsIg §r08m »OGD ¢ msn®)

(oresoryLfl@  1g.67LD.
wmIFrewiliy,
B)HBILLS IS ET HEHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan - Minister of Prison Reforms,
Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs)
Sir, the Answer is as follows:

@ ()

HUTIBTHET -  FewDIFFTemevssiT

yerieurpeuefliiny, fer@uyGupmid  wHDID

I am aware that the Muslim Community
lived in the village of Kinniya in
Trincomalee District.

(i) 5,377 persons of 897 families who were
displaced due to conflict environment have
already been resettled.

(b) (i) There are 1,137 families and 5,934 persons
of the village of Kinniya who were

displaced due to conflict environment.

(if) These communities previously had resided
in the lands possessed by the Department of
Forest Conservation. Resettlements can be
fulfilled once those lands are released from
the Forest Department.

Already 58 families were issued deeds on
20.05.2016 and necessary actions are taken
to resettle the remaining displaced families
by providing lands.

(c) Notapplicable.
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@) @Cne, erer?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs:

(@ Is he aware that approximately 1500 families
residing in Kaludawala village of Batticaloa
District engage in betel cultivation as their main
livelihood activity?

(o)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether it has been banned to cut and
transport the “supporting stakes for betel”
from Rottakulam area of Pothuvil, which
are essential for a successful betel
cultivation; and

(i) if so, whether action will be taken to
authorize them to do the above as per
Circular No: Supporting stakes for betel
2011 and dated 13.05.2014 of the
Department of Forest Conservation?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(25) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether activities of the project to construct
a car park for Anuradhapura General
Hospital, which were commenced in the
year 2014 and stopped halfway, will be
recommenced;

(if)  if so, that date;

(iii) if not, whether there is an alternative
arrangement or project for that;

(iv) as the provision of two million rupees that
had been allocated for this project has been
returned, whether action will be taken to
obtain that provision again; and

(v) if not, whether there is an alternative
arrangement or proposal for that?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:

@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

(M

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

the number of Sri Lankan citizens who died
in countries of European Continent during
the period of five years from 01.01.2010 to
31.12.2014 in relation to each country,
separately;

their names, age, residential address in Sri
Lanka and the jobs done in the above
countries;

the immediate reason for the deaths of those
people; and

the reliefs provided by the Government for
them?

Will he also inform this House -

()

(i)

(iii)
(iv)

the number of Sri Lankan citizens who
became partially and totally disabled in
countries of European Continent during the
period from 01.01.2010 to 31.12.2014 in
relation to each country, separately;

their names, age, residential address in Sri
Lanka and the jobs done in the above
countries;

the reasons for those people to become
disabled; and

the reliefs provided by the Government for
them?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise Development:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(b)  Ifnot,

the number of estates coming under the
purview of Janatha Estates Development
Board, which were sold or given on long
term lease basis to private companies or
persons by the United National Party
Government that existed during the period
2001-2004;

the names of the aforesaid estates, the
acreage of the said estates, the amount of
money for which the aforesaid estates were
sold or given on lease, the names of the
companies or persons that bought the
aforesaid estates or took them on lease,
separately;

whether the aforesaid estates were handed
over having obtained the approval of the
Cabinet of Ministers or adopting open
tender procedure or under a valuation of the
Government; and

whether the aforesaid lands will be taken
over by the Government back if those lands
have been sold or given on lease without
any such conditions?
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asked the Minister of Petroleum Resources

Development:

(@ Isheaware that -

(i) 1491 employees of Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation lost their jobs in the year 2002;

(i) those employees lost their jobs due to
volunteer retirement; and

(iii) justice has not been served to those
employees so far despite that the Supreme
Court has finished the hearing of the case
filled by the former Chairman of the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation against the ruling
given by the Court of Appeal in the year
2010 to the effect that those employees be
reinstated?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to serve justice to the aforesaid employees?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Sir, | would like to say a few words in regard to this
matter. This being, Sir, an unfortunate incident, has
apparently been caused as a result of some
misunderstandings over arrangements pertaining to a
welcome event to new students, | think everyone should
ensure that such misunderstandings are avoided. Very
fortunately, Sir, the situation was brought under control
very rapidly with all sections of students and the
University authorities fully cooperating to achieve that
objective. |1 do not think we should exacerbate this
situation and I think there is a duty cast on all of us to act
with restraint.

The University should be opened and should become
functional early. | believe, steps have already been taken
and some Departments have already started functioning.
Let the normal inquiries take their course and let the
results be known and the decisions taken, after the
inquiries are over. While we all must act with restraint in
regard to a matter of this nature, | think it is also
obligatory that we must not be oblivious to the fact that
incidents have also taken place in other universities also -
I do not want to specifically refer to those incidents - but,
I think there is a duty on the part of the Government to
take connaissance of the fact that such incidents have
taken place in other universities also.

Whether there had been some political motivations
behind all these incidents is also a matter that the
Government should address and take connaissance of.
Such political motivations, Sir, could be to deliberately
deter the process of reconciliation and such activity, you
will agree, could be intended to jeopardize the country’s
main goal of reconciliation and unity amongst all people.
While there is a duty cast on all of us, as senior citizens
of this country, to ensure that the situation is not
exacerbated, we must nevertheless be conscious of the
fact that there are certain elements in this country who are
trying to create mischief and that those elements cannot
be allowed to have a free run.

Thank you, Sir.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you very much for
granting me an opportunity to speak a few words on this
issue that was raised by the Hon. Members of the
Opposition.

I was directed by His Excellency the President and the
Hon. Prime Minister to visit the University of Jaffna
along with the Hon. Minister of Disaster Management as
well as the Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana and have a
discussion with the authorities regarding the issue. We
had a very long discussion with the heads of students,
lecturers, the Senate and the Deans of the Faculties. All

were together in one common room and they expressed
their views very clearly. The Sinhalese and Tamil
students of the Jaffna University very clearly said that
there is no difference or any animosity towards any
community and the Sinhalese are living very closely with
the Tamils and the Tamils are living very closely with the
Sinhalese, because a majority of the Sinhalese students
are staying in Tamil homes. So, there has been no
problem whatsoever.

As the Hon. Member who raised this issue said, this
was an issue that had been brought up at a ceremony held
on Saturday. There was a custom that had been followed
earlier by the University. Suddenly, that custom had been
deviated from. | do not want to talk much on that because
the deviation of the custom had, unfortunately, not been
mutually agreed upon. If it had been mutually agreed
upon, this incident would not have happened. All these
years, such incidents have never happened, as clearly
mentioned and there has been no panic whatsoever.

The Vice Chancellor of the University has taken
necessary steps to hold an inquiry immediately and the
report will be ready, probably, in another ten days’ time.
Once the report is ready, we will know exactly what the
position is and the Senate of the University as well as the
UGC will take necessary action to bring the people
concerned to books. But, | want to emphasize that there
have been some elements behind this whole issue, maybe,
to provoke the situation and that is very unfortunate. As
far as the ground situation is concerned, the Sinhalese and
Tamil students of the Jaffna University are living very
amicably with one another.

Thank you.
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Devananda's Question raised under Standing Order 23/2?
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

I will take it up on another day.
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Presented by the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Minister of Higher
Education and Hlghways; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 09th
August, 2016 and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant
Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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o6 VLR BBy EE Owmo
(oresrLyLfl@ svaagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, | move,

"That notwithstanding the Provisions of the Standing Order No. 46
A (3) (@) and (b) of the Parliament, this Parliament do grant the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations an
extension of time till 09th August, 2016 to submit its report to the
Parliament on the Draft Statute of the Sabaragamuwa Provincial
Tourist Bureau which was referred by Mr. Speaker on 02nd
December 2015."

G E®eszd 8>, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsarir A (BIGSLILIL (B THMYS CIB MM LILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

o0 BERE BB EE @wmo

(orerLfl@ svFagLosit lifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, | propose to take only half an hour's time for
lunch.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
2.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

600 OWHe?

Cf)dl @253’@5861

(oresrLyfl@ 2 miliieriaer)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya - Minister of Power and

Renewable Energy)
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Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, you ask him
under which Standing Order he is raising his point of
Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. Aluthgamage, you
continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri to the Chair?
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(orenTyLll@ SwhHs &HTTSVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

Sir, | propose that the Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri
do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. J.M. ANANDA
KUMARASIRI took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(omessryLl@ svgagLoetT FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade, | move,

"That the Regulations made by the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade under Section 20 read with sub-
section (3) of Section 4 and Section 14 of the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act, No.1 of 1969 as amended by the Act, No.48 of 1985
and No. 28 of 1987 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1953/28 of 11th February 2016, which were presented on
10.03.2016, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade, | move,

"That the Regulations made by the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade under Section 20 read with
Subsection (3) of Section 4 and Section 14 of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 as amended by Act, No. 48 of
1985 and No. 28 of 1987, published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 1970/9 of 07th June 2016, which were presented on
07.07.2016, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 4.00 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on Friday, 22nd July, 2016, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th March, 2016.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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