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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
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(iv) ozer  cpeowrs  BILOHEEG — SedLdgleTer
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ojeui @)dFFenLid@ mlalliiuryr?
()  @)et1@mev, yeir?

asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government:

(@) Will he state-

(i) whether the Provincial Councillors of the
North-Central Province participated in
foreign tours in the years 2013 and 2014,
the expenses of which were borne by the

Government;

(i) if so, the number of Provincial Councillors ()
that participated in the aforesaid foreign
tours and their names; and

(iii) the amount of money spent by the
Provincial Council for the foreign tours of
each of the aforesaid Provincial
Councillors, separately?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the reasons for which the aforesaid
Provincial Councillors participated in
foreign tours; and

(if)  the benefits received by the country from
the aforesaid tours?

(c) Willhealso inform this House-

(i) whether persons other than  Provincial
Councillors participated in foreign tours, the
expenses of which were borne by the
Provincial Council;

(if)  if so, their names and designations;

(iii)  the reasons for which the aforesaid persons
went abroad; and ©

(iv) the benefits received by the country from
the aforesaid tours?

(d) If not, why?

@G 088 edmrz Owmo (B8EsT W M BEIS BIEH
3@ ®0)

(orewTyLll@ eOUFT WOVSUT - LOTEHTENI FEOLIGET LOHMILD

2 simesh Il o SjewFFT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer is as follows: (d)

@) (i) In2013- Yes.

(iii)

(i)

(ii)

0}
(i)
(iii)

(iv)
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Hon. Member - Mr. P.B. Kumara
Hon. Member - Mr. K. P Sarath Kumarasiri

Hon. Member - Mr. W.A. Sampath Sri
Nilantha Wickramaarachchi

Hon. Member - Mr. P. Sahidu
Hon. Member - Mr. W.M. Rohana Bandara
Total amount is Rs. 2,603,420.00

(Rs. 355,260.00 per head for seven
Members and Rs. 116,600.00 for the air
ticket of Mr. Kamal Gunarathna, assistant
of Member Janaka Mahendra Adikari, who
is suffering from physical paralysis.)

The Hon. Members who participated in this
foreign tour could study activities related to
fisheries, animal husbandry and forest
conservation and gain knowledge on
strategies of maintaining such works
effectively and methods to achieve ultimate
productivity from the resources used for
that. Further, they were able to obtain
knowledge on conservation of ancient
places of historical importance.

Further, they could understand how
Vietnam women greatly contribute to uplift
the country’s economy and maintain family
economy with a good standard.

Since the Members of the Provincial
Council have been appointed as
Supervisory Members and  Advisory
Committee Members of the Ministries of
the Provincial Council, when implementing
development proposals with the Hon.
Ministers, the knowledge gained from this
type of tours is very important for the
development of North-Central Province.

Yes. Participated on the approval of the
Hon. Governor.

Mr. Kamal Rohitha Gunarathna (not an
officer of the Provincial Council)

As the assistant of the sick Member, Hon.
Janaka Mahendra.

He has helped the Hon. Member to
participate in field works in the foreign
tour.

Not relevant.

O YB3 8BS Swmo

In 2014 = NO (LDITSMTL'LIS]@ Hg)§)q$ LJS]UGWT)
(i) Seven Hon. Members. (The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
. o OO ®OTNLHROB, Ved seENB and ydm»@ OO
Hon. Chairman- Mr. T.M.R. Siripala GO o B FTHE®S eudey SBm Bewldnewn

Hon. Member - Mr. Janaka Mahendra ~ 2200905 ¢Belm w@idmewn wuwwd mS mBe 8EACD
Adikari OO0 2 OB o &Y BENGC ¢ud BEwxInHId yodsy. s
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(orevsTyLll@ ewuFT WevGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Speaker, that is a matter for the Chief Minister
and the Provincial Council. It will be an interference if
we question them with regard to the productivity of the
tour. | have been answering the questions put forward.
But, to have a correlation and answer these questions in
this House will be an interference with the administration
of the Provincial Council.

©6 EB» v8BSew Swm

(wrebryflg ybSle Liglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

OG0 ®ONEDROB, Oed ecdiB anc: yEme OO
. B ORI OB §eE YLrmwn 0Oz
edxter’ god wlEed®xInd wow D g8 e¥mn. eI
e cow o5izn Yo gl yDrmen 08 Bedxlend.
Ben® B3 GredfmSDI®, Py ¢ msOSw wH HOB
vaNced DR B qud e¢m YiE 0wed® Bwm
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B8ENCO g@imsen 008 w® © 8w SO 8g Sw Wnd
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@G 08Bl edmoo Swmo

(oreryfl@ swuFT WevgLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Sir, on policies, they make certain references to me,
but they have a certain amount of freedom as to how they
utilize their funds.

OO DOIBNBDHD O
(omeTLyfl@ FUTHTWET Hjauider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

TNB anc y@dm®@.

© 98 8BS Swmo
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
®® anc Y@» e¢mB gwsies.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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Seui @)F Fevus g Mleliirym?
(@) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and
Indigenous Medicine:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of dengue patients reported in
the Island within year 2015;

(if)  the number of patients who succumbed out
of the aforesaid number; and

(iii)  whether the dengue eradication programme,
which is implemented at present, has been
successful?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the action that has been taken at district
level in the year 2016 for dengue
eradication;

(i)  whether a methodology has been planned to
encourage greater public participation; and

(iii)  if so, whether he believes that dengue could
be eradicated through the method
mentioned above?

(c) Ifnot, why?

®©0; (eedes) 6fn oewrds wm (eweds,
eufuem ¥ odBw eedes gLImBYE)

(wreryflg  (wougslw  sewrplgl) 1rdls Crerrrser -
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U @FFewLdE pleiliiumyr?
(@) @rCmev, srsir?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(@) Is he aware that-

0

the amount of money that the Government
has lost due to the negligence and the
inefficiency of the Department of Inland
Revenue is 388 bhillion rupees as per the
reports of the Auditor General;
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(if)  even the amount of 3.9 billion rupees of the
VAT fraud is included in the aforesaid
amount;

(iif)  accordingly the amount of money that the
Government lost due to the VAT fraud is
approximately 0.5 per cent of the total
amount of money that the Government lost;
and

(iv) investigations have not been conducted so
far in regard to the remaining 99.5 per cent

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether investigations have been conducted
in regard to the persons responsible for the
deprivation of the Government of the
remaining 384.1 billion rupees in addition
to the VAT fraud ;

(i) if so, their names, addresses, telephone
numbers along with their status; and

(iii)  the legal action taken against the aforesaid
persons?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Sjeui @)dFFenLid@ Smlalliiryr?
@) @erCpe, sron?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(@  Will he inform this House-

0]

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

v)
(vi)

whether the Ministry of Irrigation and Water
Resources Management has designed a
project to prevent the Gin river and Nilwala
river from overflowing;

whether any agreement has been signed with
the CAMC Engineering Company Limited of
China for such a project;

if s0, the current state of that agreement;

whether he is aware of the fact that a sum of
Rs. 998,576,311/= by the voucher number
2568 on 31.12.2014, a sum of Rs.
1,003,136,336/= by the voucher number 99/1
on 31012015 and a sum of Rs.
2,009,342,336/= by the voucher number 99/2
had been paid to the above company without
signing an agreement;

if s0, the details of those payments; and

the basis on which payments had been made
in the above manner?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

(v)
(vi)

as to how such a huge sum of money can be
paid when 40 million rupees had been
allocated for this project by the 2015
Budget;

how the amount paid in the above manner
can be justified;

if so, why;

if not, the persons who are responsible for
that;

whether they will be punished; and
the steps taken in this regard?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Irrigation and Water Resources Management)
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(i) <oQuweflev, uUGauMVSHL LD  wTElH6sr

LIeng1|1D;

Ui @)FFemLidb@ mladiurym?
@) @erGs, oroi?

asked the Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and
Mass Media:

(@  Will he admit that -

(i) children's programmes telecast on certain
television channels lack quality;

(if)  this hampers personality development and
affects creativity of children; and

(ii) as a result, there exists the danger of
degradation of the society?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Ministry has any course of
action to present inspiring children’s
programmes; and

(i)  if so, what that course of action is?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @)erCmev, syeir?

asked the

Minister of Education:

(@ Isheaware that -

@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

over 200 Muslim children from the village
of Aluth Dennewa belonging to the
Ipalogama Divisional Secretary's Division
of the Anuradhapura District have to attend
to schools located in distant places because
a school is not available for them to obtain
basic education;

taking into consideration the difficulties
faced by the aforesaid children who travel
almost 10 kilometres on foot daily as there
is neither a proper road network nor a
public transportation system, people of the
area have built two buildings on a plot of
land with an extent of approximately one
and a half acres;

it was proposed to declare this a
government school after action is taken by
the Government to aqcuire the aforesaid
land and the buildings; and

a recommendation was submitted to the
North-Central ~ Provincial Director of
Education by the Kekirawa Zonal Director
of Education by Letter No. c®/miB/aeso
-01/23 11 Vol and dated 14-01-2011?
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(b)  Will he inform this House whether steps will be S ) RO : BB HO/A¢ 8
taken to establish a government school in

Dennewa Village in the interest of the aforesaid
children who are living in a difficult village?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(i) elpusHE s GHEMHEG UPLIGUSDEG
S0l Oul Bsirer & 61561 wreme
6TEITLIENS 1L LD;

iii Guomui srenflast  allhasliu@io 6U6V

DLig. D VUS|
GEHSWEHEEG  UPBIGLILIGID  BUTHT  wTeur
STEITLIENS 1L 1D;

Ojeui @M Geurym?

(F)  @)etrCmev, eredr?

asked the Minister of Lands:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the extent of lands in possession of the
Government of Sri Lanka as at 15.11.2015;
and

(i) out of the aforesaid lands, the extent of
lands which have been leased out?

(b)  Will he table -

(i) separately, as per each Divisional
Secretary's Division and each district, the
name and the extent of land in possession of
the Government; and

(i) separately, with regard to each of the lands
which have been leased out, the name, land
extent, period of lease, annual lease, the
Divisional ~ Secretary's Division and the
District in which the land is located?

(c)  Will he state -

(i) whether it has been planned to sell or to
lease out the lands in possession of the
Government as at present;

(ii) the lands which have been planned to be
sold or to be leased out; and

(iii)  the persons to whom the aforesaid lands
will be sold or leased out?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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wHmIb  SPlevFe  FOW Y EIUIEHET Y EWIDFF(HLD 5T el
S|V LOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Tourism
Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister
of Lands)
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asked the Minister of Finance:

(@ Will he inform this House in regard to the
Financial Year 2015 -
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(if) the actual tax and non-tax income,
separately; and

(iii) the actual tax and non-tax income as a
percentage of the expected tax and
non-tax income?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) how realistic the income expected in the
year 2016 is, in comparison to the income
of the year 2015; and

(i)  the expenses that are cut when adjusting the
expenditure Heads of the year 2016 with
the income?

(c) Ifnot, why ?
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(i) the tax and non-tax income expected,
separately;
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goawes mOE sy We expected the Army Commander
to give an immediate explanation. But nothing has happened.
We have only received a statement from the Secretary-
Defence yesterday. But it is inconclusive of what happened.
The public, the country and we are interested, because this is
within our defense network. It is one of the key army
cantonments and dumps that was at Salawa. It is not only the
cost, but it is costing the defense of the country. So, I hope
the Hon. Prime Minister will explain what the Government
intends to do.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Minister, | do not want to disturb
you. But, please be mindful that we have time restrictions.

O Oemd nwesiesy Dnmo

(oresrLyflg wGesrm %Cewresir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

I will wind up, Sir.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE: HON. ARUMUGAN
THONDAMAN
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(The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam)
Hon. Speaker, | move,

"That the Hon. Arumugan Thondaman, Member of Parliament, be
granted leave under Article 66 (f) of the Constitution to be absent
from the Sittings of Parliament for a period of three months from
07" June, 2016."
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine;

to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 21st June, 2016 and to be
printed.
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Presented by the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, on behalf of the Minister
of Justice and Buddhasasana;

to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 21st June, 2016 and to be
printed.
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o6 VLR BBy Owmo
(omesrLyifl@ svaagLosT &liflsTevsV)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the motion agreed to by
Parliament on 08.03.2016, the hours of sitting this day shall be 1.00
p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the Parliament without question put."

G E®eszd &>, e 8®@» Sas.
aflsorm aBIGHLILIL (B THMYS CIBTTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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OO DDNEW™ROB, @ B¥n BEWsY ewdBENd @23y
DOB:

“BoymiBe wedmaBm B¢ weedhon BIO wewo § wmnd
emY®un 9e8un BBRO @ded 8w grnw."

®0 BOE SFNWGH Dvmn
(oressrfl@ Lwed r&BTidas)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Education for report.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne)
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I E®eszd &Y estr @@ Ses.

s ewdOsm 30 enpcd sefO» OJ Bwdwm &Y, da
Beaww H800 Hewlw mom 8.

D289 BB® esees 47(5) O eI2OT Beowiwas wden sms
WO 25V W1 E@1 MOG) ¢@Id3Ew 6O» 8O BE.

aflsorir ABIbHLILIL (B), THMYS GIBTeTemLILIL 1.

BlssvTLing, FL L CpsVlh wpseTapswm WSIIAL_ L1l B), YFFL LI
L1 ememull it gj.

FL 1 cpvth Plewevsst L swer Q. 47(5)@)siriig  wsafli wHmyh
Apyui  Y@YUVHIT  YDIIFGIG YMhDS  CIFUIMLILILIBFDET ST
FIL L L’ 1 gy.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Women and Child Affairs for report.
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PROBLEMS ARISEN IN EDUCATION AND HIGHER
EDUCATION SECTOR

[a.90. 2.26]
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Whereupon THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA left the Chair,
and THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Mr. Presiding Member, firstly, | want to thank you for
the opportunity given to me to speak on this Adjournment
Motion. Presently, the Sri Lankan education structure is
divided into five parts: primary, junior-secondary, senior-
secondary, collegiate and tertiary. According to the
studies done in 2013, there are 9,905 Government schools
functioning with a total student population of 4 million
and 15 State universities enrolling 105,127 undergraduate
and postgraduate students.

Our educational system provides good opportunities
for some and disappointment for others. Most of the
students are unable to attend a State university as places
are limited and they have to face fierce competition.

According to University World News, only 23,000
students are admitted annually to the State universities out
of the 220,000 students who sit for the university entrance
examination every year. National Human Development
Report shows that only 15.2 per cent of the students enter
State universities. The balance 84.8 per cent of the
students who are eligible for higher education have
challenges for their future. Twelve thousand Sri Lankan
students go abroad each year for higher education and that
means US Dollars 400 million goes out of the country
along with those students. Therefore, it is important to
give the Sri Lankan students a wider variety of
educational options to entice them to stay and study at
home.

Swami Vivekananda has said that true education helps
a person to think for himself. So, my point of view in this
regard is that the Government has to create more options
for the younger generation to get free education and there
should be educational freedom. Both free education and
educational freedom are equally important for our
younger generation in Sri Lanka. Free education is a good
concept mainly for poor people in Sri Lanka. But, that
does not mean that we have to restrict education to a
particular percentage of students who are entering to the
Government universities.

We are living in a globalized world. There are no
barriers or differences among countries. The quality of
education is important and the educational freedom is also
important. Free education for all eligible students who are
entering universities is a good concept. But, in our
country, the Government is not in a position to give every
student who is eligible to enter universities free higher
education. The Government provides that opportunity
only for 15.2 per cent of the students on a competitive
basis.

In this situation, we have to think about an alternate
way to compete with global education. It is important not
to look at private universities as an enemy of the
Government-funded universities, but as an effective

means of absorbing the remaining 84.8 per cent of the
qualified student population who are eligible to enter the
universities. Unfortunately, in our country, the students
of the Government universities think that the students of
the private universities are their enemies. But, they have
to realize that the other 84.8 per cent of students who are
idling without an opportunity to get free higher education
would ultimately benefit Sri Lanka's labour force.
Ultimately, we only need a Minister who has his heart in
the right place to withstand criticism and take up the
challenges. That is my view.
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Sir, give me only one more minute. | will wind up my
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And it being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 6.40 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 08th June, 2016.
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