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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA ] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka - Minister of Law and Order

and Southern Development)

Hon. Speaker, there have been numerous questions
asked about the FCID. These are sensitive matters, Sir.
Also, there are some cases pending before court. So, I am
sorry, I am unable to answer to this Question at this
moment.
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Okay.
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(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)

Hon. Speaker, I am fully aware of the fact that there
are certain cases pending, but the Question raised is not
relevant to those cases at all. There are also several
petitioners who have challenged the legality of the
establishment of the FCID.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)

Hon. Speaker, it can jeapordize the investigations and
this is a matter of great public importance. The
investigators need security and privacy to conduct the
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investigations. When you ask Questions of this nature,
you compromise the investigators. ®9950® exfessiesy
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(The Hon. Speaker)

So, we will have to leave it at that, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister

of National Policies and Economic Affairs)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) a three-member committee was appointed
to look into the issuing of Treasury Bonds
by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka in 2015;

(if) even though those investigation files were
referred to the Attorney-General on
30.03.2015 to get advice as to whether a
criminal charge is disclosed through the
matters mentioned in the report of the said
three-member committee, the relevant
advice has not been received up to now; and

(iii) it has not been possible to take further legal
action accordingly, as such advice has not
been received up to now?

(b) Will he inform this House whether necessary
action will be taken to obtain such advice
immediately and take legal action?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Now, we will move on to the next Question. -
[Interruption.)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House, separately, of the
number of Cabinet Ministers, Non-Cabinet
Ministers and Deputy Ministers of the Sri Lankan
Government as at 01% January, 2006 and 01"
January, 2016?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education :

(a) Is he aware that-

)

(if)

(iif)

the Colombo District is the district with the
largest population compared to the other
districts;

four schools from the Kaduwela Divisional
Secretary's Division and three schools from
the Kesbewa Divisional Secretary's
Division have been selected under the
“Nearest School is the Best School”
Programme launched in December, 2015;
and

only the Kumara Maha Vidyalaya of
Colombo North and the Hemamalie
Vidyalaya of Colombo Central have been
earmarked under this programme from the
Colombo Divisional Secretary's Division?
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(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1)  whether it is not sufficient to select only two
schools from the Colombo Central and the
Colombo North Electorates;

(i) whether he admits that, since nearly 70 per
cent of the population in the Colombo
Divisional Secretary's Division speak Tamil
language, it is unreasonable that no Tamil-
medium school has been selected;

(iii)  ifit is not so, the reasons for that; and

(iv)  whether steps will be taken to correct the
above-mentioned facts in (i) and (ii) above?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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ask the Minister of Education :

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the schools in the Island in which more than
3,000 students learn;

(i) the number of students in the aforesaid
schools, who have passed the Grade Five
Scholarship Examination in each year
during the period from 2011 up to 2015,
separately;

(iii) the cut-off marks of the Grade Five
Scholarship Examination of the aforesaid
schools in each year of the aforesaid five
years, separately; and

(iv) the number of students enrolled in each
year based on the aforesaid cut-ff marks,
separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Skills Development and
Vocational Training:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which the National School of
Business Management (NSBM) was
commenced;

(i) the names of the members of its first
Director Board;

(iii) the period of time for which the two
persons by the names of Oshadi Jagath
Kumara Alahapperuma and L.P. Jayatissa
worked as members of its Director Board;

(iv) the salaries and allowances they have
received during that particular period,
separately; and

(v)  the names of the members of the present
Director Board of this institution?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

@G, OBzl OBy Bwm (Byemo 808D ®o
Oart B yem @1 )

(oreryflg walbs swrdman - Sperser oLlalmgs
wHmib Qsrflouulhd) Hewssr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Skills
Development and Vocational Training)

Hon. Speaker, I table* the Answer.

* @e00@asw On »d» ¢ 8EEO:
* FUTLTL_ G860 sweudsLIL L aflswL
* Answer tabled:

(@ () 7™ October, 2011
(ii) 1. Prof. L.P. Jayathissa - Chairman
2. Dr. E.A. Weerasinghe - Member

(Director General, National Institute of Business
Management)

5.
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Dr. D.M.A. Kulasooriya - Member

(Director, Productivity and Management Division,
National Institute of Business Management)

Mrs. Kishani Wijesiriwardana - Member

(Directress, Management Information System Division,
National Institute of Business Management)

Mr. Oshadi Jagath Kumara Alahapperuma - Member

(iii)  Mr. Oshadi Jagath Kumara Alahapperuma -
Since 07.10.2011 upto 29.04.2014

Prof. L.P. Jayathissa - Since 07.10.2011 upto 13.09. 2013

(iv)  Mr. Oshadi Jagath Kumara Alahapperuma has not obtained
any salary or an allowance.

Prof. L.P. Jayathissa has not obtained any salary but has
obtained the allowances of Rs. 425,000.00

W 1
2.

Mr. Sarath Stembo - Chairman

Dr. E.A. Weerasinghe - Member
(Director General, National Institute of Business
Management)

. Dr. D.M.A. Kulasooriya - Member

(Director, Productivity and Management Division,
National Institute of Business Management)

. Mr. S.P. Hidelalarachchi - Member
. Mr. A.D. Ranjith - Member
. Mr. A.K.J.N. Kumara - Member

(b) Not relevant.
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(The Hon. T. Ranjith De Zoysa on behalf of the Hon.
Kanaka Herath)
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(@) @G, ein?

asked the
Highways:

Minister of Higher Education and

(a) Is he aware that -

(i) the road from Mawanella to Rambukkana
is a ‘B’ Grade road, which is very old,

(i) a part of the aforesaid road has been laid
with carpet and developed; and

(iti)  the remainder of the road is in a dilapidated
condition?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the extent which has been laid with carpet
and developed of the aforesaid road;

(i)  whether steps will be taken to lay carpet and
develop the remainder of the aforesaid road;
and

(iif)  if so, of the date on which it will be done?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?

o6 eBEes AByEe ©vwm
(oreirLyLfl@ svaagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I table* the Answer.

* swedasws O@» »d» ¢ 8E»0:
* LTI S8)60 eweudsLi L aflewr
* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) Yes.

(i) Yes.

(iii) The remainder of this road, which is to be developed, is being
maintained in a manner not causing any hindrance to the
traffic.

(b) (1) The length of this road is 16.89 km and 5 km of it has been
developed by laying concrete.

(ii) Yes. The balance 11.89 km of this road has been included to
develop under priority Road Project (Phase 2).

(iii) As the contract is already awarded, construction will be
commenced within a short period of time.

(c) Does not arise.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, you have to reply to his Question.

©0 OB Dn@8ow dwmo

(oressryfl@ remflsv allsarwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Hon. Speaker, the State Minister will reply.

OO DOIBNBDHR O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay.
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Speaker, I am compelled to make this Statement
in view of some unsubstantiated social media reports
relating to a pending shutdown of the Ambatale Intake. In
my opinion, it is very irresponsible reporting. As a matter
of fact, I thought I should clarify some of the details so
that there will not be a panic situation arising over the
already stretched-out disaster position that we all are
faced with.

Mr. Speaker, as a result of the unusually heavy
rainfall and the flood situation during the last few days,
many of our water intakes have been damaged and filled
with mud and silt. In addition, power supply interruptions
and the landslide situation have also caused disruptions to
the water supply.

In order to overcome the situation, we have cleaned
and repaired most of the intakes and where necessary,
obtained the assistance of the Sri Lanka Navy for the
cleaning operations. Further, diesel-operated generators
have been utilized to maintain a minimum supply.
Actions have been taken to provide temporary storage
tanks and to supply water through bowsers to hospitals,
other essential institutions and the camps provided for
displaced persons.

All our Regional Offices and the Provincial and
Regional Support Centres are coordinating with the
relevant disaster management offices, district secretariats
and divisional secretariats to maintain water supply to
essential areas and to ensure at least the minimum water
supply needs.

In order to maintain the safety of water supply, the
National Water Supply and Drainage Board has increased
the level of residual chlorine in the systems and also
strengthened the Water Quality Surveillance Mechanism
by deploying chemists and other staff to the relevant
points.

The National Water Supply and Drainage Board is
constantly coordinating with the Department of Irrigation
and Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka in order to
minimize the water levels in the rivers and reservoirs so
that Response Plans could be initiated. Further,
maintenance and repair gangs have been mobilized in
order to face any expected emergency situation.

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to water levels in the
Kelani River, sometimes people mistake the
measurement of the Department of Irrigation taken at
Nagalagam Street with the water levels in Ambatale,
where the intake is at a higher elevation.

Sir, now I would like to place before the House the
rectification efforts we have taken in this situation.

1)  Western Province:

Due to flood water rising in the Kelani River, the
Ambatale New Intake had to be kept under careful
observation for the past few days. Only if the water level
reaches 23 feet, we may be compelled to completely shut
it down. Since of yesterday, we have seen a steady
decrease of water level and it has gone down to 19 feet
and 11 inches by early morning today. We have also kept
the necessary water pumps on standby to pump out water
seeping into the pump house and the Navy’s assistance in
this regard must be appreciated. Due to the natural
phenomenon of the sea level increase during the two days
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before Poya and the two days after Poya and the sea level
reaching the peak during the Poya Day, we are closely
monitoring the high tide that is being reported. Last
morning, there was a 0.4-metre rise in the sea level
observed between 3.00 a.m. and 4.00 a.m. It is reported
that tomorrow being a Poya Day, it may rise up to 0.5
metres. In such a situation, discharge of water from the
river will slow down and the water level rising could be
observed. With the receding flood levels, we can
confidently say that it will not reach the critical 23 feet,
which will necessitate any shutdown of the Ambatale
New Intake.

We must also assure consumers that there is no truth
to the rumour that the Kelani River water had been
severely polluted with oil. We have been constantly
checking water for impurities and we can guarantee the
quality of the water that has been treated and supplied to
the consumers.

In the Avissawella Intake, pumps were submerged
since yesterday. Due to receding water levels, the
situation will be rectified today.

There is no issue in Kethhena WTP and Kandana
WTP located along the Kalu Ganga. Hence, there is
uninterrupted water supply to Kalutara and Panadura.

In the Western North Region, the following situations
have arisen due to flooding.

1) In Divulapitiya, all three intake boreholes are
damaged and the NWSDB is unable to provide
water to about 1,000 connections.

i) In Raddolugama, CEB power line and the
transformer is damaged. The NWSDB is
managing with great difficulty using generators.
The affected areas are Raddolugama and a part of
BOI Zone.

iii) In Gampaha, the intake access roads are
submerged. The NWSDB is operating the intake
for eight hours per day with great difficulty. The
affected areas are Nittambuwa and Kalagedihena.

Mr. Speaker, since my Statement also deals with the
rectification efforts we have taken in other provinces in
this emergency situation, it is quite lengthy and I thought
I would table* it to be included in tofo in Hansard and
also circulate it to the press in the Gallery so that it will be
reported properly.

*e5e000@c O DA B¢ Yned 9HE emades:
FFLITLS_SB)60 sweudsLiI L 2_soyuilsT sTehdus LG
*Rest of the Statement tabled:

2) Central Province:

In the Central Province the Nillambe 500mm diameter treated water
pipe line is at high risk due to road damages. If there is a breakdown
Daulagala and Hiddaula Towns will be affected. NWSDB is collecting
500mm pipes for new pipe line in case of a failure.

In Akurana, the distribution pipe was damaged due to A9 Road slip.
Action is taken to rectify the pipe line today itself.

In Gampola, Araththana, Balagolla the river intakes are blocked
due to floating material during high floods. When flood level recedes,
intakes are cleaned and pumping shall recommence.

3) North-Western Province:

In the North-Western Province, following issues were observed.

i) In Giriulla, electrical panels are under water and there is no
pumping at present. This will be rectified today.

i) In Nattandiya, five tube wells are under water. Three days of
dry weather necessary to rectify the situation. There are 2,000
connections affected in Nattandiya and NWSDB is providing
bowser supply at present.

ii) In Pannala, 200mm PVC pumping main was damaged. 376
connections were affected due to the pipe damage. NWSDB
will rectify the pipe line today.

4) North-Central Province:

In the North-Central Province, Eppawala water supply is disrupted
due to the collapse of Eppawala Wewa Bund. It will take about a week
for Mahaweli Authority to rectify the bund. Three bowsers are engaged
to provide water to consumers.

5) Northern Province:

In the Northern Province, no water supply interruptions reported
from Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, Vavuniya and Mannar.

6) Sabaragamuwa Province:

In Ratnapura District, supply has been interrupted to Kiriella area
due to flooding of the intake borehole and interruption to power supply.
The blocked intake in Balangoda was cleaned and disrupted power
supply was restored on 17th and water supply situation is normal now.

Water supply to Kegalle area had been restored and water is
supplied to all the consumers. In Mawanella area, the supply has been
restored, except in the Hemmathagama Zone which is still paralysed
due to blocking of the intake and damages to water lines. Even the Navy
divers could not reach the intake due to very high flow. Water supply
has been restored in Rambukkana area after cleaning the intake at
Hiriwaddunna at Maha Oya.

Water supply in Ruwanwella area was disrupted on 16th and 17th
due to the blocking of the intake. Intake-well was cleaned with the help
of Sri Lanka Navy and supply was restored from 17th evening.
Damaged water line across Anguruwella Bridge as a result of heavy
flooding was repaired on 18th morning. The gravity intake in Dehiovita
is blocked from mud and silt and only a curtailed supply is provided to
the areas. It is not possible to reach the intake due to landslide in the
Dehiowita -Deraniyagala Road. Even the well used to supplement the
supply is covered with mud and silt.

Water supply is being provided from today morning to the nine
temporary camps sheltering the displaced persons from the Aranayake
landslide. Water is provided through temporary tanks and bowsers.
NWSDB is coordinating with the District Secretariat and a NWSDB
officer is stationed full-time at the help desk.

7) Eastern Province:

In Pulmoddai, the blocked intake was cleaned and the disrupted
power supply was restored from 17th. The Neeplapola Intake of the
Muttur Water Supply is not accessible due to flood and is operated
using diesel generators. Sri Lanka Navy support was obtained to
transport diesel to the intake and supply is maintained continuously.
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8) Uva Province:

Water supply to Mahiyangana area was interrupted on 16th due to
floods and consequent damages to the pump. Water supply has been
restored on 17th by replacing with a new pump while temporary supply
was maintained to hospital and other institutions by bowsers.

9) Southern Province;

The blocked intake pipes in Wakwella Old Intake of Galle water
supply was cleaned and the damaged pipeline across three flooded
bridges were restored. Water supply to Galle is continuing without
curtailment.

@G Loty enddRn Svmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That the proceedings on Item No. 1 of Public Business appearing
on the Order Paper be exempted at this day's sitting from the
provisions of the Stading Order No.23 of the Parliament."
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ADVANCE MADE FROM THE CONTINGENCIES
FUND IN THE YEAR 2015
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, I move:

"That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rupees Fifty Five
Million (Rs. 55,000,000) be payable out of the Consolidated Fund
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the Government of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for the service of the
Financial year beginning on 01st January 2016 and ending on 31st
December 2016.

On the services specified in the schedule hereto.

(a) In settlement of the Advance Nos. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 and 11
made from the Contingencies Fund in the financial year 2015.

Schedule
Head 240 - Department of National Budget
Programme 02 - Development Programme
Project 03 - Accounting Assistance

Total Expenditure = Rs. 55,000,000

(Rupees fifty five million only)
(Cabinet approval signified)
Vide Supplementary Estimate No.01 of 2016 presented on 24th
March, 2016."
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(Hon. Members)

Aye!
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(The Hon. Speaker)

"Ayes" have it.

g S8z 8, etwr @@ Sas.
aflsorr BB (B) eTDmIs CIBmeremLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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@G Lesld endidsy Swm
(wressryflg SCevreiy @smrouiHevr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Rn®ed point of Order Oz e@om=ie?

oG VLS BBy EE Owmo
(oresstfl@ svgagiosiT &iflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
"Ayes" have it; it is over.

@G Lexld endiRs) Qwmo
(wressryfl@ S)Cevreiy @ smTouiHevr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, before the point of Order,
I want to clarify the situation.

@G Les¥d eadids Swmo
(rewrfl@ HBesrey @ evrTeu o)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Hon. Speaker,-

@O QNGBS
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Can I explain this?

®0 Levd endids Swmo

(wressryfl@ S)Gevreiy @ swTouTsenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Speaker, I am raising a point of Order on some
other matter, which is urgent.

@O DIBNBHD O
(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Is it not on this matter?

@G Les¥d eadids ®wmo
(wressryfl@ SCevreiy @smTouTHevr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
No.

@O0 DDIBNBHD O
(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Then?

@G Lesvd eadids Swmo

(wressryfl@ SCevreiy @smTouTHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

That is why I am raising a point of Order. You must
listen.

OO DOIBNBDHR O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTd6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I am raising this under Standing Order Nos. 78 and 84.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

00 Sor’d @@mdblny ©Bn®), ©® & Wi O
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the Constitution. ®S e®50E2 2.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, we are not moving Item No. 2.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Are you not moving that?

o6 BEOS BBy S @wmo
(orenTLLfl@ svFagLosir SlifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
No.

OO DOIBNBDHR o
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Then, move the Adjournment.

@G Les¥d Qeadidr ®wm
(omevsryLll@ FHCerreiy @ 6mreuiHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
gom 17

o6 VYRS BBy S @wmo

(orerLyLfl@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I moved Item No. 1. You were arguing with someone.
- [Interruption.)

@O0 QNGBS

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Item No. 1 was moved and "Ayes" had it.

o6 BEe A8y ©vwm
(oreirLyLll@ svaagLosirT SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Yes, "Ayes" had it. & ewd®z0d ¢des.

®0 Levd endids Swmo

(oreryflg HBewreig @ enTouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, I call for a Division. -[Interruption.]

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. Leader of the House moved Item No. 1 and
"Ayes" had it. That is over. - [Interruption.] On Item 1, I
said, “ 'Ayes' have it”.

o6 HEe AByEe ©vm
(omevsrLLil@ svgagLoest FliflsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Item 1 925&.

@O0 DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Item 1 9®68. So, please do not disturb me.
[Interruption.] Now, it is over. -[Interruption.] No, we
cannot have a Division now.

o6 eBEes BB EE Dwmo

(omessrLyfl @ svgagiosT &iflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O dedt) @08sT HBIwr. @@ gryeed 3. You
were fighting with us. - [ Inferruption.)

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTaer)

(The Hon. Speaker)

On Item No. 1, I said, " 'Ayes' have it". Then, before I
move on to Item No. 2, Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, you
raised that other issue. - [Interruption.] No, we cannot.
This is an issue we have already decided on. -
[Interruption.] Let me explain this.
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So, Hon. Leader of the House, are you all not moving
Item No. 2?
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No, we are not moving that, Sir.
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@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©01 OBFDr05® BEmChHh 5355 ®o.

®0 OBE D10 ® BER™C Dwmn
(orerLLfl@ wulsveursesd Flevsrrea)
(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)
Sir, I second the Motion.

@O0 DDIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Be®d, ®O| @O »HOD OBIEH..

[11.42a.m.]

®O @100 D8 Bwmn

(oreryLfl@ aniwLl peuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you very much Hon. Speaker, for giving me
this opportunity to speak on this Adjournment Motion on
the salt industry -

OO DOIBINBDHR O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTds)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please!

@® ¢ded »YGET evd ©d; BTG Cews Eowman
e ®O ONOD QeHeEHmO Swmed mHO ewldm HIBTH.

©0 3.8, 0@ Om (ESTm w1 Ddads WOED

Goes)s @@ @)

(wreryfl@ 6r.19. LNBTWSHTEF - MBSCSTL6V HMILD euTewsiLI

OB BT TEITHIS H)HLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. A.D. Premadasa - State Minister of Industry and

Commerce)

OO DOINBHROB, "9 ONOD QemeumC OEn®o
Y Geowmre 0on @gn ©" 8 @ ewddsn OB,

g 88z &Y, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsarr BB LI (B) 6TDmYs GCls eI L.
Question put, and agreed to.

FWNGO O W NBWHOr Gossmewss) 9O Hewsy,
@O0 DO @Bl Owma §Eoes2320;8) Sas.
Y BHTLIMS, LomeoTLILS) S FLITIB WIS gyl Heir
YSBTFATS BN 0TIy YHVGsr, LTINS  6TL UL GTCFHT
YU HET FEWEVDLD UBISGHTIT H61T.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
EDWARD GUNASEKARA fook the Chair.

O @@1008) 508 Bwmn

(oreryLfl@ wawiL Beuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

As you are aware, because of the rainy weather we
had for almost one year, salt production in Sri Lanka
came down very badly. I represent the Puttalam District,
which supplies 40 per cent of the salt need of the country
and in the last Maha Season, salt production almost came
down to zero. Especially in Puttalam and Mannar, there
was no salt. There was no salt in Palaviya also. There was
a shortage of salt and the prices have gone up drastically.
Actually, it has gone up by 200 - 300 per cent. Sir, I
would like to bring to your kind notice the fact that the
Society in Puttalam supplies properly-produced iodized
salt. Our industry directly comes under the supervision of
the  Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine and the Ministry of Industry and Commerce.

In our country, there is a shortage of salt. In addition
to that, there is iodine deficiency. Iodine can be added to
the diet through salt. Actually speaking, 95 per cent of the
people in the country should have sufficient iodine.
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Unfortunately, it is only about 60 - 65 per cent. Therefore,
it is a must that we add iodine to the diet through salt,
which is the easiest way. There are only a few companies
which produce iodized salt. It is very difficult for us to
produce it without the necessary salt. Now, only the
Mantai Salt Limited of Mannar is supplying salt to us.
The Salt Limited in Hambantota has stopped supplying.
So, we request the Hon. Minister of Health, Nutrition and
Indigenous Medicine and also the Minister of Industry
and Commerce to intervene and request these people to
supply the necessary salt to us, so that we could produce
iodized salt.

There is a committee coming under the Ministry of
Health for which we have to attend regularly and give
reports. All these things are done in order to give quality
salt to the people. It is with great difficulty that we are
supplying iodized salt at the moment. But, there are ample
stocks at Hambantota. They are holding stocks of salt thus
creating this problem. Specially, the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce is aware that we supply pure quality salt.
Even to Sathosa we supply. But, unfortunately, we do not
have the necessary salt to produce iodized salt and the
prices also have gone up. The Salt Limited, Hambantota
has ample stocks of salt. So, I request them to sell that salt
at a nominal price to people who are producing good
iodized salt according to the rules and regulations of the
Ministry of Health. Otherwise, what will happen is there
will be a shortage of salt. Probably, we may have to
import salt which may affect our industry in the future.
Our Maha Season will begin in June-July. So, until such
time I request Salt Limited, Hambantota to give us the
necessary salt so that we can produce necessary iodized
salt.

Thank you.

O § o506 OIEn®

(orerLfl@ SeweveLETEHIGL 2 DN SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

o0 E.8. oygdcw s g@imsn® BERST O
DHOBID).
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@0 8.8, eg®ges Owmn

(orewryfl@ or.1q. LIGTwHTF)

(The Hon. A.D. Premadasa)
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(LomessrLil@ Blammed sevLiLigg)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
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@0 8.8. egd®coes Owmo

(oresryfl@ or.19. NCTOHTF)

(The Hon. A.D. Premadasa)

O8O @88 iy, eved®Bm PeBHWHOB a8A. [
BoOH] @ vy yE»BO g cFvds OB &=
eI, [P1d BBOH]

OO B wchsE Dwmo
(oreTLfl@ Blanmed sevliLgs)
(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
R Buy O H3. OO gwsiesy, -

®C §Roe500:) OGS0

(oreT @ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILIGTT Sj6uTdsei)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO O3B 08, 0@ 153 BERT DO »EH.

OO BwE wchss Dwmo

(oreTLfl@ Blanmed sevliLgs)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)

@® gwnnIe ¢BA eOTes’ e @I RWIE BB
o8 0O gusiess.
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@O o806 BTG n®o

(orenT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO0 OEn®, O] s FOBR®O Fm el
BHO VI 8w BERT geder mon ydm 9eduny
WO @dEedd & wdardews’ yEmew gyd »O
@woed.

@G 8.8. 0yg®eies ®wmo

(oreryfl@ er.19. NCTrgTF)

(The Hon. A.D. Premadasa)

R0, ®erv® »® ydmws 9edur mIsIs.

O] ©@10%I08 HHDS Dwmn

(omessrLil@ el Heuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

GRownGi®) ©O OEROB, 0@mm Bedm yE»®
eOmB. ¢ YO EowDO® ey Y. B0 YIBCEd®
esedeEm societies e dr. HHY ¢ G BN

O § o006 OIEn®

(omevsTLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO Goess @B ¥ ¢cIDS E¢BI® eV 5O, -

OO @108 D08 wmn

(oreryfl@ waniwL peuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

a8 00 #@BN®0 &b ®osIe VY. e@we, g gy
oI BOBms  salt ©®a edmdl. gqu  Besiesd
»®dxvemO Salt Limited dexd owoe salt god
societiesOEO el BB, deun® omus »OB
2@ ersy AEIemedy O ewe lodized salt g©d
G 0I5 by edfer’. & Hw I release moxI™
B & eoEes’o Boesdm. & emEesl ¢» @ 60,
70 @daxs stocks Bedxrdo.

O § o806 OIEn®

(orenTLLll@ SeweVeWSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@B, ©0] Css FOBNOB, ©0; ©@eIO »OD
OB n®ed gcwe DN # OB 9edu HOBIH.

O BE octssd Dwmo

(LomessrLll@ Blammed sevLiLiggl)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)

G061 O OTENOB, @® punmed DO EPo
20 8¢ mosTery - st v OsTesT, BN 6 ey
BOsIes), oX¥dmwsy e Ostes’ - @edid &l
08, ImEmO 0@m ouIdolEm weHDOE B
®BsIest eme®nI®c?

®C §Roe500:8) OIE S0

(oreTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTEIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTdser)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0; Bewdss ¢OBROA, n® & o ewiwo DR
2DOs WOYH WOBIB.

O BwE octsss Dwmo
(oreryLfl@ Blanmed sevliLgs))
(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
e®m ®0 w8 MOEDS, ©o Bewdss HOBHOSA.

®0 8.8. eg®coes Oz

(orewrfl@ 6r.19. LNCTwHTF)

(The Hon. A.D. Premadasa)

OO OB OB, @By vOD eDE W DY WS,
®0 98 yE»WO cFBoWH ecsTm OO,

OO §Row05e) OIE @

(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTRIGD 2 M6 Sj6uissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©CT BE ocdsB 05IGnes, od Bewdss
HOBR®O ¥ IwO s et N8 vFFOeE
Bodsieny. On® #@Bn® 8O DB WO IO
cB0 edd.

G S8z 8, et @@ Sas.
aflsorir BIbsLILIL (B) 6TDmYS% G meTaTLiLIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

80880027290 30 enmcd &g. wi. 11.550, 2016 &5 07 o
2000 s¢s 2.9, 1.00 020 ezl »& Bodde.

sy ap.1t.11.55 wenflse Limrrepwssimw, 2016 wer 07,
Clrsirsumiigslpsow 17.01.1.00 wenflsusnr pgbalswaudssrii L g.

Adjourned accordingly at 11.55 a.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
07th June, 2016.
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