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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA ] in the Chair.
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MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY
BUSINESS AND MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF SELECTION
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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Performance Report of the Land Use Policy Planning Department
for the year 2015. - [The Hon. John Amaratunga.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

o0 D9ED.8.e8. ewemdin Pwm (DO®®I ®s

DaF B 8388 egm ¢@imsn®o)

(wrewryllg Liileruy.q.Cm. QFGarailrser - QgTled wHMID

QsTHDHFBIS 2 D6 ST HEHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne - Minister of Labour and

Trade Unions Relations

Sir, | present the Annual Report of the Employees’
Provident Fund for the year 2013 and move that this
Report be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva - Minister of Transport

and Civil Aviation)
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(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake - Minister of Plantation
Industries)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda - Deputy Minister of Disaster

Management)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of

Foreign Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, | present the following petitions:

(1) A petition from Mr. D.S. Adikaram of No. 47/31,
Medawelikada, First Lane, Tissapolduwa Road,
Rajagiriya;

(2) A petition from Ms. S.A.D. Sunanda of No. 46,
Wajirawansa Mawatha, Obesekarapura,
Rajagiriya; and

(3)  Two petitions from Mr. Upasena Mahagamage of
Kolonnawa Municipal Council, No. 229/1, Siri
Sumana Mawatha, Mulleriyawa.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

@07 Lot @@dim OERHOA, O wvIrnemR®ied
5190188 BBe®sT 85530 RIPO @DEGD R H®.

@0 CBEOs BABHEC Owmn (cwed gmss o
®wr®b® ¢@oms® e 2:88ed®sIned
B8NBDR0)
(orewryfl@  vgagssr  SiflsTevew - 2 wisevall  wHMID
QBB EHFT MV 6IT LTI T @HLOGT DS FewLl
B [HID)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher
Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
Parliament)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Let him finish.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(@) @eCmev, ysir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House-

()

(ii)

whether he is satisfied with the adequacy of
foreign reserves of Sri Lanka in terms of
risk-weighted system; and

the adequacy of foreign reserves under
floating exchange ratio method in respect of
each year from the year 2000 to 2014 as per
the data of variables X, STD, OPL and M2
in applying the new system of risk-
weighted of the International Monetary
Fund?

Will he also inform this House-

()

(ii)

the adequacy of foreign reserves of Sri
Lanka during the first 9 months of the year
2015; and

the major causes that impacted on this
situation?

If not, why?
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@) GsrGmev, sreir?

asked the Minister of Ports and Shipping:
(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the office of the
Head of the Communication and Public
Relations of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
was sealed by the Ports Authority in the
evening of 05" January, 2015;

(if)  if so, the reasons for such sealing;

(ii)) if not, whether the files of that office had
been taken away for an investigation
connected with the “Karadiyawara”
ceremony, Hambanota 2010; and

(iv) the need for taking away those files again
when an inquiry had already been
conducted in respect of this matter by the
Presidential Commission of Inquiry on
Serious Acts of Fraud and Corruption?
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(b)

©

Will he also inform this House -

(i) the need for the issuing of a press release by

the Media Unit of the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority regarding this incident; and

(i) similarly, the need to have a press release

issued through the head of that unit himself
that no such incident had taken place?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education :
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) applications were called for the recruitment of
teacher assistants on school based method to
Tamil medium estate schools and Mrs. F.
Ruzana Mafoor residing at No.25/2,
Viyangalle, Agalawatte submitted an
application;

(if)  consequently, she appeared for the relevant
interview under calling No. 199 (B) on
02.03.2015; and

(iii)  although vacancies did exist for the post in
estate schools in the area in which she lives,
Mrs. Ruzana Mafoor has not been given a
teacher assistant appointment so far?
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(b)  Will he inform this House whether steps will be
taken to give her the appointment as a teacher
assistant without delay?

()  If not why?
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asked the Minister of Sports:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the extent of the land belonging to the
Mahinda Rajapaksa Stadium at Diyagama,
Homagama;

(if)  the government institution to which the said
land belonged to;

(iii)  whether the said land has been acquired by
the Ministry of Sports or another
government institution;

(iv)  if so, whether the relevant documents will
be tabled; and

(v) as to who handles the administrative and
maintenance activities of the stadium at
present?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(iy the amount of money spent on the
construction of this stadium;

(i) separately, the amount spent by the
government and the amount received as
private donations;

(iiiy the Ministries which allocated money for
this purpose;

(iv) the names and addresses of private donors
who donated money for the construction;

(v) separately, in respect of each year, the
amount of money charged from the date the
stadium was given for sports activities up to
now; and

(vi) the account to which such money has been
credited?

()  Will he further inform this House-

(i) whether there is a “Sports Development
Foundation” associated with this stadium;
and

(i) if so, the Minister who had obtained the
cabinet approval and the date on which such
approval was obtained?

(d) Ifnot, why?

o6 cBEesY BEfSc @wmo

(omevsTLLO@ svFagLoeT FlifleTev6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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@) @srCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(@ Will he inform this House -

(i) the extent of land in hectares that has been
brought under paddy cultivation in Maha
season of year 2015;

(if) whether supplies of fertilizer adequate for
the aforesaid extent of paddy lands were
available in the country at that time; and

(i) if so, the reason for the shortage of
fertilizer?

(b) Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that N.P.K.
fertilizer needed by farmers for basic
surface application was not available in the
market at that time;

(i) whether steps were taken speedily to
provide farmers with sufficient amounts of
urea needed for the second application; and

(iii)  the period of time that was needed for such
action?

(c) Ifnot, why?

o6 cBERsT BEfSc @wmo

(omevsTL 0@ svFagLoeT FlifleTeL6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture, | table* the

Answer for Question No. 7.

(@) (i) The total extent of land that had been brought under paddy
cultivation

during 2015 has been 754,752 hectares.
(i) Yes.

(iii) No fertilizer shortage has been experienced during
“Maha” season of 2015.

(b) (i) Arrangements had been made to ensure the uninterrupted
supply of all fertilizer requirements for paddy cultivation
through Agrarian Service Centres without any delay.

(if)  Yes.Instructions had been issued to all fertilizer
companies and Agrarian Service Centres island-wide to
ensure the uninterrupted buying of fertilizer requirements
by farmers of their choice.

(iii) No additional time was spent in any form other than the
period of time required for purchasing fertilizer from the
Agrarian Service Centres as sufficient quantities of
fertilizer had been stored in divisional stores of the state
fertilizer companies and the Agrarian Service Centres
island-wide.

(c) Not applicable.
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LANDLESS ESTATE SECTOR PEOPLE: LAND TRUST POLICY
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy on behalf of the Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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@)

@) Bmev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Hill Country New Villages,
Infrastructure and Community Development:

(@  Will he inform this House-

@

(ii)

(iii)

whether nearly 400,000 (4 lakhs) families
in the estate sector remain landless at
present;

whether it is not possible to provide a 07
perch plot of land for those families
immediately as per the pledge given to them
and grant permission for transfer of
succession to a member of those families
while holding such lands in a land trust
subjecting them to conditions that prohibit
the sale of those lands;

whether it is not possible to provide the
opportunity for those recipients of land to
carry out the constructions on such land at
their discretion and grant them the right to
sell such constructions only; and

(b)

©

(iv)

1804

whether it is not possible to take action to
prevent the selling of land by enforcing
laws that prevent the sale of land while
providing the opportunity to sell only the
constructions done on such land so that land
prices would not go up and people will be
able to engage in mortgaging etc. to meet
their needs?

Will he state whether we could not use the similar
land trust policy followed in India as an example?

If not, why?

o0 cBERs? REnEe @wm

(omevorLyLfl@ svaagLosiT &liflsTev6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Hill Country New
Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development | table*
the Answer for Question No. 9.

* wwieduw On Hd» ¢ EET:
*FLm S G0 emeudsLiul L allewr
* Answer tabled:

@)

(b)
©

0

(i)

No. The number is around 250,000 families in Tea and
Rubber Plantations.

It is possible to provide 7 perch plot of land. However,
the difficulties in providing land immediately are ,

(1) Most of the lands suitable for house construction
are under tea cultivation.

(2) NBRO has identified a large extent of lands as
landslide prone areas and

also the houses cannot be constructed on high slope lands.

(iii)

(iv)

No.

Transferring the land to member of families is also
possible. But subjecting them to conditions that
prohibit the sale of those lands is debatable.

The first part is possible but the second part may be
difficult.

Selling only the construction without the land is
possible under the Condominium Act where housing
complexes with multi storey buildings are covered.
But in the Plantations, the accepted policy of the
Government is to build a single house in a 7 perch of
land.

Land Trust Policy is implemented in India in order to safeguard
the interest of the tribals to prevent outsiders owning the tribal
land. Plantation Industry also feels that outsiders should not be
allowed to own the estate land which will be detrimental to the
industry. But the community’s long standing demand is to own
a land and a house like other communities. Further this is the
only community where the majority do not own a piece of land
or a house.

®S Bewdss NGRS

(orenryfl@ Nrdld surprwsi jeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(omevsryLll@ GandL i SliLanrLd)

(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)

©0T Boewdts mOnemn®B, ©d (eedes) m»Ex¢
swBde O 0DnedsT @ O yEmG gwmd.

@0 CHEe BBy Owmo

(oreTLyLll@ svFagLosit sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, | ask for
two weeks' time to answer that Question.

g O EmnmE p8bss’ 8500 Hewlw mom &
lsTTswe) LODGIDT (G SITSBID FLOT LI G555 1 1_swemMuf_ i’ 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@0 CHEe BBy Owmo
(oreTLyLll@ svFagLosiT sliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That the proceedings on Item Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8
appearing on the Order Paper be exempted at this day's sitting from
the provisions of Standing Order No. 20(7) of the Parliament"

gaw E@ewzn 8o, tstn eO8z S,
allsorr aAQSHLILIL(B) sTHmYsClETeTaTLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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o6 cBEesY BEfSc @wmo

(omevsTLLO@ svFagLoeT FlifleTeL6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

o0 Bewdss mOinemn®B, o® owdssn 928l
W05 OBHOC 8o sFHO 6 WE BDIBID JOOBT.

®©6 Bewdss mSr1znemn®s

(orewryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

It has been only five minutes since the commencement
of the Session after lunch. Any Hon. Member who is
listed to bring in a Private Member's Motion today may
do so.

@6 CHER BBy G Dwmo
(omeiTLyfl@ svgagLost sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

ewddmn 9B8sx Wom OBIFOS 9u¥mae?

©0T Bewd®s mOsnemR®B, »YGOs sy We will
adjourn Parliament.

©0 Bewdss mSrzNGHH)

(wrewsryfl@ Urdld suTBTWST Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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ADJOURNMENT

o0 cBERsy RBnEe @wm

(oresryfl@ svgagLosir &liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question proposed.

o6 Bewdess S50

(orenryfl@ rdléd surprwsi Hjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR COLLEGES OF EDUCATION
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05 BOE NG v

(oresrLyfl@ Lwed réprds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Adjourned accordingly at 2.30 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
17th May, 2016.
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